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Ol8a on Msooia^ spx8xai, 6 ^syojisvo^ Xpiaxoq' 
Xsyei anxrj 6 Tr|Goi)(; ’Eyco 8ipi, 6 Xalrov ooi. 

(John 4:25-26) 

I know that the Messiah, the Christ, is coming. 
Jesus said to her, I who speak to you, am he. 


Appv appy ^syco npiv, 7ipiv Af3paap ysvsoBai sydb 
Sipi. (John 8:58) 

Truly truly I say to you, before Abraham was, I am. 


eyco Kai 6 naxfip ev sopsv. (John 10:30) 

I and the Father are one. 


onSsiq epxsxai 7ipd(; xov Ilaxspa 8i pp 8i’ spou. 

(John 14:6) 

No one comes to the Father except through me. 

6 ecopaKobq sps scbpaKsv xov Ilaxspa- 

(John 14:9) 

The one who has seen me has seen the Father 



5 


Son of God 

The Daily Gospel A-l 



Acknowledgements: 


Technical support: 
Proofreading: 
E-book production: 
Gospel: 


Don Woodcroft 
Larraine Woodcroft 
John Hendriks 
New International Version 







6 


Preface 



The following work — written especially for the lay reader 
— is meant as an aid to reflection on the Gospel passage of 
each day of the liturgical year A. At times the comment is 
exegetical, at times homiletic, at times more wide-ranging. 
It is hoped that these thoughts on the daily Gospel may 
assist in appreciating the living person of Jesus Christ, Son 
of God and our brother, risen from the dead and Head of 
the Church which is his creation. He is the Redeemer of 
man. 


Father Edward Tyler 
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Firmly I believe and truly 

God is Three, and God is One; 

And I next acknowledge duly 
Manhood taken by the Son. 

And I trust and hope most fully 

In that Manhood crucified; 

And each thought and deed unruly 
Do to death, as He has died. 

Simply to His grace and wholly 

Light and life and strength belong, 
And I love supremely, solely, 

Him the holy, Him the strong. 

And I hold in veneration, 

For the love of Him alone. 

Holy Church as His creation. 

And her teachings are His own. 

And I take with joy whatever 

Now besets me, pain or fear,, 

And with a strong will I sever 
All the ties which bind me here. 

Adoration aye be given, 

With and through the angelic host, 

To the God of earth and Heaven, 
Father, Son and Holy Ghost. 

St John Henry Newman [1801-1890], 

Canonized a saint in October, 2019, Rome 
by Pope Francis 



Introduction 


The Sunday Gospel passages of the Lectionary follow a three-year 
cycle (A, B, C), in the first year (A) of which the Gospel of St 
Matthew is read. This semi-continuous reading of Matthew during 
the Sundays of Ordinary Time is interrupted by the reading of 
passages from the other Gospels (such as John) during the special 
liturgical seasons of Advent, Christmastide, Lent and Easter. 


The weekday Gospel passages are so arranged that portions of all 
four Gospels are read each year. Mark is read first (First to Ninth 
Week), then Matthew (Tenth to Twenty-First Week), then Fuke 
(Twenty-second to Thirty-Fourth Week). Mark 1-12 are read in their 
entirety, with the exception only of the two passages of Mark 6 that 
are read on weekdays in other seasons. From Matthew and Fuke the 
readings comprise all the matters not contained in Mark. Christ's 
eschatological discourse as contained in Fuke is read at the end of 
the liturgical year. This continuous reading is often interrupted by the 
Gospels of solemnities and feast days, and of course during the 
special liturgical seasons. For instance, the Gospel of St John is read 
throughout Easter, and is used during the special liturgical seasons of 
Advent, Christmastide and Fent where appropriate. 


The first reading and psalm of weekdays are arranged in a two-year 
cycle (1 and 2). In this book the first readings and psalms for Year I 
are cited in the Scripture references listed before the Gospel passage. 
The thoughts on the Gospels in this book are for Sundays Year A, 
and the weekdays and feast days throughout the year. 
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First Sunday of Advent 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 25 (24): 1-3 To you, I lift up my soul, O 
my God. In you, I have trusted; let me not be put to shame. Nor let 
my enemies exult over me; and let none who hope in you be put to 
shame. 

Collect Grant your faithful, we pray, almighty God, the resolve to 
run forth to meet your Christ with righteous deeds at his coming, so 
that, gathered at his right hand, they may be worthy to possess the 
heavenly kingdom. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever 

Scripture today : Isaiah 2:1-5; Psalm 122: 1-9; Romans 13:11-14; 
Matthew 24:37-44 

Jesus said to his disciples: “As it was in the days of Noah, so shall it 
also be when the Son of man comes. In the days before the flood they 
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were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, right up 
till the day Noah entered the ark. They did not know till the flood 
came and took them all away. So also will the coming of the Son of 
man be. Then two shall be in the field: one will be taken and one will 
be left. Two women will be grinding at the mill. One will be taken 
and one left. Watch therefore because you do not know not at what 
hour your Lord will come. But know this that if the master of the 
house knew at what hour the thief would come, he would certainly 
watch and would not cdlow his house to be broken open. So you cdso 
be ready, because you do not know at what hour the Son of man will 
come." (Matthew 24:37-44) 

The Judgment It is very striking the number of times in the 
Gospels that our Lord either directly or indirectly refers to his 
coming to judge mankind. He stresses time and again that each 
person must prepare himself for this judgment. As he says at the end 
of our Gospel passage today, u you also must be prepared, for at an 
hour you do not expect, the Son of Man will come.” He refers to the 
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days of Noah, saying that in like manner will it be at the coming of 
the Son of Man. “ In those days before the flood, they were eating 
and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, up to the day that 
Noah entered the ark. They did not know until the flood came and 
carried them all away. So will it be also at the coming of the Son of 
Man.'" (Matthew 24:37-44) Our Lord, in drawing on Old Testament 
temporal events to illustrate what will happen in the fullness of time, 
intimates also that we can draw on events in life to help us realize 
what is certainly to come. An earthquake suddenly convulses whole 
towns or even a great city and all is in ruins. It could be a massive 
cyclone, or a great fire, or a sudden epidemic. For the individual it 
could be a sudden heart attack, or a robbery. Sudden catastrophes for 
which people are unprepared are a reminder of the “ coming of the 
Son of Man" which may happen “at an hour you do not expect .” So 
too the numerous situations in life when a person is called to account 
are a reminder of the great reckoning that faces every person who has 
lived or will live. A student knows he will face exams at the end of 


his semester or year and yet becomes distracted and lethargic. The 
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exams come upon him and he is caught unprepared. So, our Lord 
says, “Stay awakeV ’ That Christ will come to judge the living and the 
dead is absolutely certain. What is entirely uncertain are the time 
and the circumstances of his coming either to the individual or to the 
human race. 

Warnings such as these prompt us to remember and meditate 
on Christian and Catholic teaching on the judgment of God. At death 
each person is judged by Christ who is appointed by the Father to be 
the judge of the living and the dead. There are two points here to be 
pondered. Firstly, after he dies each individual will be judged on all 
that he did during life. One’s own responsibility for being the person 
one is, and one’s own responsibility for all that one chose to do or 
not to do, will not be able to be evaded. Nothing will be passed over, 
and the sentence will come. The person will then enter into the 
happiness of heaven either immediately or after an appropriate 
purification in Purgatory. Alternatively, he will enter into the eternal 
damnation of hell. Ultimately what faces every single person who 
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has enjoyed the gift of life is either heaven or hell. There will be no 
alternative to this. There will be no escape into the oblivion of 
nothingness or an eternal sleep. It will be either unending happiness 
or unending misery and either way it will be the retribution for the 
way one has chosen to live. Secondly, it is Jesus Christ who will 
judge all. So Hindus, Buddhists, atheists, agnostics, those who have 
never heard of Christ or who have scarcely given him a thought, will 
be judged by him. All will appear before the judgment seat of Jesus 
Christ. Mahomet has come before him, as has Buddha, Confucius, 
the Caesars, the popes and kings of history and all the great and 
unknown people who have come and gone. Jesus Christ is the judge 
of the living and the dead. This is Christian dogma. Moreover, this 
individual judgment by God on each person’s freely chosen thoughts, 
words and deeds will be confirmed eventually by a second general 
judgment on the whole human race when Christ comes again. In 
summary, Christ will come as judge at the death of each person, and 
he will come again at the end of time to judge all the living and the 
dead, confirming the judgment already made on each. The point of 
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our Gospel passage today is that we must live in such a way as to be 
always ready for these awesome coming events. 

The most important event in the future is the divine judgment 
on each person at his death and on the whole human race at the end 
of time. The Judge will be none other than Jesus Christ. What we 
must do then is to live as his friends, showing our love for him by 
keeping his commandments. This is the key to life. When he will 
come, we do not know. So let us then never be caught unprepared. 

Further reading : The Catechism of the Catholic Church , 
no. 1020-1022 (Particular judgment) 
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Monday of the First Week of Advent 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Jer 31: 10; Is 35:4 Hear the word of the 
Lord, O nations; declare it to the distant lands: Behold, our Saviour 
will come; you need no longer fear. 

Collect Keep us alert, we pray, O Lord our God, as we await the 
advent of Christ your Son, so that, when he comes and knocks, he 
may find us watchful in prayer and exultant in his praise. Who lives 
and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever 
and ever. 

Scripture today : Isaiah 4:2-6 (or 2:1-5); Ps. 122:1-9; 

Matthew 8:5-11 

When Jesus entered Capharnaum, there came to him a centurion 
asking, “Lord, my servant lies at home sick of the palsy and is 
grievously tormented. ” And Jesus said to him, “I will come and heal 
him. ” The centurion answered, “Lord, lam not worthy to have you 
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enter under my roof, but only say the word and my servant will be 
healed. For I also am a man subject to authority having under me 
soldiers; and I say to this, Go, and he goes, and to another, Come, 
and he comes, and to my servant, Do this, and he does it. ” Jesus 
hearing this, marvelled. He said to those who followed him, “Amen I 
say to you, I have not found so great faith in Israel. I say to you that 
many will come from the east and the west and will sit down with 
Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven .” 
(Matthew 8:5-11) 

Prayer of Faith Our Lord at times holds up for emulation by his 
disciples various figures he comes across in his ministry. We 
remember how he was seated in the Temple and he saw a poor 
unnoticed widow approach the treasury and place in two small coins, 
whereas the well-off people put in a great deal. Our Lord called his 
disciples to him and pointed to her saying that she had put in more 
than all the others because she had put in all she had to live on 
whereas they had put in what they did not need anyway. On another 
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occasion he was in the home of Martha and Mary and Martha was 
distracted and anxious about the serving. She came to our Lord to 
complain about her sister who was spending all her time simply 
listening to him and not helping at all. Our Lord gently corrected 
Martha and held up before her the example of her sister Mary who in 
that particular point of time was doing the one thing necessary, 
which was to give her whole attention to the person and word of 
Christ. On another occasion he was dining in the house of a Pharisee 
and a woman who had a bad reputation came in and washed his feet 
with her repentant tears. Our Lord held her up before the Pharisee as 
an example of love and repentance. The Pharisee compared poorly 
with her. In his stories our Lord at times held up surprising persons 
for imitation. There is the story of the Good Samaritan. The priest 
and the Levite failed badly in charity while the Samaritan, a 
foreigner and a heretic, was admirable. Our Lord’s questioner (who 
had posed a question to our Lord to test him) was told to go and do 
the same himself. In our Gospel passage today (Matthew 8:5-11) our 
Lord holds up a pagan as an example of faith. There is no suggestion 
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in the text that the Roman centurion adhered to the Jewish religion, 
even though his very approach to our Lord indicates his sympathy 
with it. But more than anything, what is admirable in the centurion is 
the quality of his prayer. It is distinguished by its faith and its 
humility. He certainly believed that our Lord could do what he was 
asking of him and he regarded himself humbly. He considered 
himself unworthy of having Christ grace the door of his house. 

So excellent was the prayer of the centurion that our Lord, the 
Son of God made man and the Saviour of the world, was amazed. 
He turned and declared that he had not found faith like this in all 
Israel — presumably, that is, among the many crowds who had 
followed him during his ministry to that point. Of course our Lord 
was expressing his admiration in these terms so as to praise the 
centurion’s faith and to point to him as an example to the crowd that 
was following him. It scarcely needs to be said that the faith of the 
centurion could not compare with, say, the faith of Christ’s own 


mother of whom Elizabeth had declared that she was blessed for 
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having believed what was told her by the Lord. Other examples of 
magnificent faith could be given, such as Joseph the foster-father of 
Christ, Simeon and Anna, St John the Baptist and our Lord’s own 
first disciples. But the centurion showed a striking faith 
nevertheless, and that it was so we know on the word of Christ. So 
just as we learn from the example of the widow in the Temple, so too 
we can learn much from this centurion. Indeed, the Church has taken 
his prayer and uses it every time Mass is celebrated. Just before the 
Body and Blood of Christ is given to the congregation at Mass the 
priest holds up the Eucharistic Jesus and together with the entire 
congregation utters the prayer of our centurion. “Lord, 1 am not 
worthy that you should come under my roof. Say but the word and 
my soul will be healed .” Let us resolve really to mean this when we 
say it in union with the priest at Mass. Let it become a frequent 
prayer in our life. We ought often be asking Christ to come and 
make us what we should be, healing us of our spiritual infirmities 
and our sinful condition. Let us often make what we might call 
spiritual communions, uniting ourselves with the risen and living 
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Jesus, especially the Eucharistic Jesus who resides constantly in the 
Tabernacles of the Catholic Church. We should invite Christ into 
our hearts and a good prayer to do so would be the prayer of the 
centurion, but prayed with real faith and humility. 

Our Lord tells us elsewhere in the Gospel that we ought pray 
always and never lose heart. He has given us the Lord’s Prayer as 
the model and summary of our prayer, and in today’s Gospel we 
learn from him that faith and humility ought distinguish our entire 
approach to him. Let us strive to be like the centurion in all our 
requests of Christ. The prayer of the centurion serves as a model for 
our prayers of petition to Christ our Lord. 
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Tuesday of the First Week of Advent 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Zee 14:5, 7 Behold, the Lord will come, 
and all his holy ones with him; and on that day there will be a great 
light. 

Collect Look with favour, Lord God, on our petitions, and in our 
trials grant us your compassionate help, that, consoled by the 
presence of your Son, whose coming we now await, we may be 
tainted no longer by the corruption of former ways. Through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Isaiah 11:1-10; Psalm 72:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 17; 
Luke 10:21-24 

In that same hour, Jesus rejoiced in the Holy Spirit and said: “I 
praise you, O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have 
hidden these things from the wise and learned, and have revealed 
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them to little ones. Yes Father, for so it has seemed good in your 
sight. All things have been entrusted to me by my Father; and no one 
knows who the Son is but the Father; and who the Father is but the 
Son, and those to whom the Son will reveal him. ” Turning to his 
disciples he said, "Blessed are the eyes that see what you see. For I 
say to you that many prophets and kings have desired to see the 
things that you see, and have not seen them; and to hear the things 
that you hear, and have not heard them.” (Luke 10:21-24) 

The One and The Only The Dalai Lama once said something to 
the effect that Christ was an instance in history of the Buddha, or an 
incarnation of him. The gist of his observation was that Christ was 
one case among many in history of all that the Buddha was and 
represented. Presumably his idea was that the spirit of the Buddha 
pervades and is manifested in the great religious founders of history. 
One of the Roman Emperors had statues of various religious figures 
including Moses and Christ. They were all deities, as far as he was 
concerned. When our Lord asked his disciples who people were 
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saying the Son of Man is, he received various answers. Some, his 
disciples reported, said that he was Elijah, others that he was John 
the Baptist come back again, others that he was one of the prophets 
of old. Our Lord knew what people were saying of him but he really 
wanted from his disciples a profession of who he truly was. Simon 
Peter spoke up. ‘Tow are the Christ he said, “the Son of the living 
God.” Our Lord immediately declared Simon to be blessed and to 
have been greatly favoured. Simon’s awareness that Jesus was the 
Messiah and, more than this, that he was the very Son of God was a 
grace given to him from above. Christ was no ordinary prophet, nor 
was he simply the greatest of them. He was the long promised 
Messiah, the one whom God would give to the world to establish his 
Kingdom. There is no one greater in God’s sight than this Messiah. 
He is the King of kings who brings the blessings of heaven to the 
earth. Jesus is indeed the Messiah, but more still, he is God the Son. 
In our Gospel passage today, our Lord exults that the Lather has 
revealed this to the humble ones, and praises his heavenly Lather for 
revealing the Son to them. “No one knows who the Son is except the 
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Father, and who the Father is except the Son and anyone to whom 
the Son wishes to reveal him.” (Luke 10:21-24) 

The constant tendency will be to regard Christ as simply one 
among many, and his doctrine as simply one among many, carrying 
little more value than the many others that are on offer in human 
history. Our passage today is one among several in which our Lord 
speaks of his uniqueness. He is supremely the Lord and King and no 
one else shares with him his supreme status. God has handed to him 
the lordship over everything. “A// things have been handed over to 
me by my Father .” In the intimacy of his circle of disciples, our Lord 
calmly claimed this universal lordship over all. Then, when he had 
risen from the dead, he stated explicitly again that all authority in 
heaven and on earth had been given to him. They, his disciples, were 
to go to the whole world, then, and make disciples of all the nations, 
baptizing them and teaching them to observe all he had commanded. 
The whole world is called by God to accept Jesus as the Lord and 
King. It is an extraordinary and wonderful thing that the world has a 
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Lord and King, but this fact has to be heard, learnt and accepted. He 
is the world’s Saviour and the source of its renewal and its hope. I 
remember watching a television debate many years ago between a 
Jewish Rabbi and a Protestant theologian. The Rabbi 
(understandably) attacked her over the Christian teaching that Christ 
is the only way to God. Sadly, the theologian retreated from the 
Christian claim, and yet that is exactly what our Lord claims. No one 
can come to the Father except through me, he told his disciples at the 
Last Supper. He is the only name by which men can be saved, Peter 
told the Sanhedrin in the Acts of the Apostles. Just how this is to be 
understood is a further matter and it certainly does not mean that 
only Christians can be saved, but it does mean that whoever is saved 
is saved only through Christ, and Christ is present and active through 
the Church which he founded on Peter and the Apostles. Our Gospel 
today speaks of the one Lordship of Christ, and of how it is the 
Father who reveals this to the men and women of each generation. 
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Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, the one and only 
Saviour of the world, the only way to the Father. All things have 
been entrusted to him by the Father. In his hands has been placed all 
authority in heaven and on earth. As our Lord says in today’s 
Gospel, “ Blessed are the eyes that see what you see. For I say to 
you, many prophets and kings desired to see what you see, but did 
not see it, and to hear what you hear, but did not hear it.” Let us 
accept Christ as our all. 
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Wednesday of the First Week of Advent 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Hab 2:3; 1 Cor 4:5 The Lord will come and 
he will not delay. He will illumine what is hidden in darkness and 
reveal himself to all the nations. 

Collect Prepare our hearts, we pray, O Lord our God, by your 
divine power, so that at the coming of Christ your Son we may be 
found worthy of the banquet of eternal life and merit to receive 
heavenly nourishment from his hands. Who lives and reigns with 
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Isaiah 25:6-10a; Psalm 23:l-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6; 
Matthew 15:29-37 

When Jesus had passed on from there, he came near the sea of 
Galilee. And going up into a mountain, he sat there. And there came 
to him great multitudes, having with them the dumb, the blind, the 
lame, the maimed, and many others. They placed them at his feet 
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and he healed them. The multitudes marvelled seeing the dumb 
speak, the lame walk, and the blind see, and they glorified the God of 
Israel. And Jesus called together his disciples, and said “I have 
compassion on the multitudes, because they have continued with me 
now three days, and have nothing to eat. / will not send them away 
fasting, lest they faint on the way. ’’ And the disciples said to him, 
“How could we have enough loaves in the desert to feed so great a 
multitude? ” And Jesus said to them, “How many loaves have you? ” 
But they said, “Seven, and a few fish. ” And he directed the multitude 
to sit on the ground. And taking the seven loaves and the fish, and 
giving thanks, he broke, and gave to his disciples, and the disciples 
to the people. They ate and had their fill, and they took up seven 
baskets full of what remained of the fragments. (Matthew 15:29-37) 

God of Compassion Our Gospel scene presents us with a picture 
of Christ amid a very suffering world. “At that time: Jesus wcdked by 
the Sea of Gcdilee, went up on the mountain, and sat down there. 
Great crowds came to him, having with them the lame, the blind, the 
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deformed, die mute, and many others Christ walks by the Sea of 
Galilee and goes up on the mountain, as if at a spot near to God. 
There he sits down as if making himself accessible to the world 
coming to him from below and as if about to dispense divine 
blessings to those who choose to approach him. The crowds brought 
those who were afflicted and they placed them at his feet “and he 
cured them." Perhaps in them we remember Moses going up the 
mountain to meet Yahweh God. On that occasion Moses and the 
people encountered One of great majesty and awe, full of power and 
One who, while rich in compassion and mercy for his chosen people, 
nevertheless is threatening to the sinner. What was the image of 
Yahweh in the minds of those “great crowds” who followed our Lord 
up the mountain, bearing with them their sick and afflicted? We do 
not know but here in our Gospel scene today they encountered God 
on the mountain, a God of power while overflowing with 
compassion. There was no doubt in their minds that God was at 
work in the words and actions of Jesus. There was nothing he could 
not do for them and he was taking very many of them out of a 
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condition of physical and emotional slavery into a new state of light 
and hope. Just as Moses led his people out of oppression by the 
power of God, so Jesus by the power of God — which is to say, by 
his own power — was leading those who came to him out of the 
oppression of their fallen condition. The distinctive manifestation of 
this almighty power he was exercising was that of kindliness and 
compassion. Power was being revealed in mercy. Christ’s heart was 
overflowing with kindness and concern for the afflicted. Indeed and 
in fact, he was the Yahweh God who had appeared to Moses at the 
Burning Bush to tell him his name and to tell him that he felt sorry 
for his people and was about to lead them out of their oppression. 

Now incarnate in Jesus, Yahweh’s love was being fully 
revealed. Having cured “the lame, the blind, the deformed, the mute, 
and many others, ” Christ still felt compassion for the people - more 
was to come. “ Jesus summoned his disciples and said, ‘My heart is 
moved with pity for the crowd, for they have been with me now for 
three days and have nothing to eat, 1 do not want to send them away 
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hungry, for fear they may collapse on the way He proceeded 
forthwith to feed them with virtually nothing, and abundantly. The 
disciples said to him, “ Where could we ever get enough bread in this 
deserted place to satisfy such a crowd?” Jesus said to them, “How 
many loaves do you have? ” “Seven, ” they replied, “and a few fish.” 
He ordered the crowd to sit down on the ground. Then he took the 
seven loaves and the fish, gave thanks, broke the loaves, and gave 
them to the disciples, who in turn gave them to the crowds. They all 
ate and were satisfied. They picked up the fragments left over-seven 
baskets full (Matthew 15:29-37). The wonderful thing is that all this 
was a foretaste of much greater things to come. Jesus was bom into 
this world to free the world from the profound calamity which had no 
natural means of cure. The world had suffered a radical fall out of 
which it could not be taken by any natural means. The world, and 
man in particular, was doomed if left to itself. How terrible that man 
should have placed himself in this impossible predicament! But here 
was the Saviour among fallen and pitiful men, curing them of their 
afflictions and, in so doing, showed that he had the power and the 
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compassion to break the power of the root cause, which is their sin. 
He was pointing to a far greater work which he was soon to do and at 
unimaginable cost to himself. He is the Lamb of God who takes 
away the sin of the world by bearing all of those sins on his own 
shoulders unto death. He expiated for the sin of the world and led 
mankind out of the slavery of sin to the true promised land of 
heaven. 

Let us like the crowds go up to him where he is found. He is 
found most especially and in all his fullness in the Church he 
founded on the Apostles, with Peter at their head. He is the Head 
and Bridegroom of the Church and by means of his body the Church 
he draws into his own divine life all those who come to him to be 
with him. Let us then come to him and accept his offer of friendship 
and divine life. It is through him and only through him that this 
divine life will be ours. 
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Thursday of the First Week of Advent 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 119 (118): 151-152 You, O Lord, are 
close, and all your ways are truth. From of old I have known of your 
decrees, for you are eternal. 

Collect Stir up your power, O Lord, and come to our help with 
mighty strength, that what our sins impede the grace of your mercy 
may hasten. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. 

Scripture today : Isaiah 26:1-6; Ps. 118:1, 8-9, 19-21, 25-27a; 
Matthew 7:21, 24-27 

Jesus said to his disciples, “Not every one who says to me, Lord! 
Lord! will enter into the kingdom of heaven: but he who does the will 
of my heavenly Father, he it is who will enter the kingdom of heaven. 
Many will say to me on that day: Lord, Lord, have not we prophesied 
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in your name, and cast out devils in your name, and worked many 
miracles in your name? And then I will say to them, I do not know 
you. Depart from me, you wicked people. Every one therefore who 
hears these words of mine and does them will be like a wise man who 
built his house on rock. When the rain fell and the floods came, and 
the wind blew and beat on that house it did not fall for it was founded 
on rock. And every one who hears these words of mine and does not 
put them into practice will be like a foolish man who built his house 
on sand. The rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and 
they beat upon that house, and it fell, and great was the fall thereof. 
(Matthew 7:21, 24-27) 

Religion and Life When we consider the religious life of much of 
human history we can see a pattern. Man is religious, so much so 
that there are scholars who, while allowing that man is a rationed 
animal, prefer to describe and even define him primarily as a 
religious animal. That is to say, they regard his distinguishing 
feature as lying in religion. They observe how — with the exception 



49 


of the modern anomaly of Western secular culture and those cultures 
influenced by Western secularism — in society after society and 
culture after culture, religion is the all-pervading fabric. Religious 
sacrifices and ritual and religious myth (“myth” used in the sense of 
story) seem to be present wherever there is man and society. But 
while there is this general pattern that man and society is marked by 
religion, I would also observe that there is an associated pattern. 
That associated pattern is that religion tends to be separated from 
daily morality. By that I mean that the gods are placated or appealed 
to with sacrifices and ritual but religion has tended to be that alone. I 
remember attending an informal lecture at the University of Sydney 
given by a scholar of Zoroastrianism. He defined religion as being a 
technology, a way of gaining various benefits and blessings from the 
powers above. This is done by ritual. Even though anthropologists 
point out that in most cultures religion pervades life, my impression 
is that this does not issue in a notably good and moral daily life. The 
gods themselves are not notably good and moral. Religion in 
traditional societies is the general context of life rather than an all- 
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pervading and personal commitment. That is personal conjecture 
and one that is meant merely to illustrate my main point. My real 
point derives from what our Lord tells us in today’s Gospel. Jesus 
said to his disciples: ‘Wot everyone who says to me, 'Lord, Lord, ’ 
will enter the Kingdom of heaven, but only the one who does the will 
of my Father in heaven .” It is not enough often to pray, indeed to 
pray a lot — even though prayer is absolutely essential to religion 
and for any true relationship with God. It is not enough to offer 
sacrifices and engage in ritual. What God wants of us also is that we 
be good. Be holy, we read in the Old Testament, for 1 am holy. 

The revealed religion of the Old and New Testaments is 
distinguished precisely by this, that the worship and love of God 
must include a very moral life. God’s commandments for everyday 
life must be observed if God is to be well pleased, and whenever this 
is not the case God is displeased with the sacrifices and observances 
of religion. Time and again the prophets inveigh against the people 
for their sacrifices because they oppress and disregard the poor, they 
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are immoral in their everyday lives, and in general they do not 
observe the commandments of God that relate to one’s neighbour. 
So called “religion” is separated from personal and social morality. 
Of the Ten Commandments the last seven relate to right dealings 
with one’s neighbour. They require that we be good and moral in 
relation to others. Our Lord said to his disciples that if they love him 
they will keep his commandments, and his commandment is clear 
from his description of the Last and General Judgment (Matthew 25). 
In that description the Saviour makes it clear that a great deal will 
hinge on having lived a good and moral life: which is to say, being 
just and charitable and helping those in need. All this is to say that 
religion means doing the will of God, not only when fulfilling one’s 
“religious duties” at prayer or worship, but constantly in everyday 
life. The man of religion is such in his work office, in his profession 
or trade, among his friends and acquaintances, wherever he happens 
to be each day. We are called to worship God day by day and indeed 
moment by moment precisely by endeavouring to do his will, which 
is the God-given duty before us. Yes, God is the one and only God 
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whom we are called to worship and love and pray to ceaselessly with 
all our hearts, but he is also the God of our moral obligations. The 
God of religion is the God of morality and of the right conscience. 
God is the God of one’s duties of state. God is the God of one’s 
daily work in life. He is to be wholeheartedly served there too. He 
awaits us in the moral obligations of life. Indeed, as the Church 
teaches, it is his voice that can be heard in the fundamental dictate of 
conscience. For this reason our Lord tells us that those who will 
enter the Kingdom of heaven are not those who merely say to him, 
Lord, Lord, but those who do the will of his heavenly Father. 

The famous programme of St Benedict for the Christian life 
was work and prayer, prayer and work. We must pray if we are ever 
to grow in the love of God. It is the fundamental condition of 
holiness. But this prayer must pervade our work so that in all we do, 
in all our work in life, we are striving to do the will of God. Our 
religion must not be separated from morality, but must be manifested 
in and nourished by a truly good life lived in accord with the will of 
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God our heavenly Father. Christ came to transform our hearts, and 
to give us the grace to do this. 
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Friday of the First Week of Advent 

Entrance Antiphon Behold, the Lord will come descending with 
splendour to visit his people with peace, and he will bestow on them 
eternal life. 

Collect Stir up your power, we pray, O Lord, and come, that with 
you to protect us, we may find rescue from the pressing dangers of 
our sins, and with you to set us free, we may be found worthy of 
salvation. Who live and reign with God the Lather in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Isaiah 29:17-24; Ps. 27:1, 4, 13-14; Matt. 9:27-31 

As Jesus passed from there, there followed him two blind men crying 
out, “Have mercy on us, Son of David! ” When he had arrived at the 
house the blind men came to him and Jesus said to them, “Do you 
believe, that I can do this for you?” They said to him, “Yes, Lord. ” 
Then he touched their eyes saying, “According to your faith, be it 
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done to you. ” Their eyes were opened and Jesus strictly charged 
them, saying, See that no one learns of this. " But going out they 
spread his fame throughout that country. (Matthew 9:27-31) 

Man’s Basic Need One of the signs of a great photographer is his 
ability to capture in a photographic shot something with a meaning 
far larger than the mere subject of his photo. A great and famous 
photo was that of a Vietnamese child running from a scene of fire 
and mayhem during the Vietnamese war, with terror and tears etched 
on her face. In the eyes of the world somehow the photo sums up the 
tragedy of war, setting aside any discussion of blame. Similarly, an 
artist may paint a picture that captures the spirit of an era or the 
legend of a person, such as a famous painting of a woman leading a 
mob action during the French Revolution, or a romantic painting of 
Napoleon on horseback, rearing in action. I would suggest that 
similarly the opening scene of our Gospel passage today carries a 
resonance far beyond the mere scene. We read that “ As Jesus passed 
from there, two blind men followed him crying out, ‘Have mercy on 
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us, Son ofDavidV ” Two blind men following along in their hopeless 
darkness, perhaps helping one another, perhaps depending on this or 
that person who was willing to guide them — what a picture this is 
of much of human life in all its struggle! Consider what might have 
been their history. Perhaps they lost their sight, perhaps they never 
had it. Perhaps they had been friends over a long time, perhaps over 
a short time. Perhaps they lacked family or friends to help them and 
in any case here they clearly needed one another. Mankind is fallen 
as a result of the rebellion of our first parents against God and the 
story of so much of human history is one of difficulty, struggle and 
misery while containing so many achievements nevertheless. Much 
blindness and darkness hangs over the story of man and he cries out 
for pity and mercy. It is this need which fuels so much of religion 
and which all too often, sadly, is not dispelled by religion. We might 
think of the religion of the Aztecs or the Incas and some of the 
appalling ceremonies which it entailed. It represented a cry for help 
amid the profound and sin-sodden darkness of their benighted 


religion. 
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Yes, the cry for mercy and pity — “have mercy on us \” — is 
the cry that rises continually and inexorably from the heart of 
mankind. It leads man to look heavenwards and beyond the clouds. 
He searches the heavens, as it were, trying to see or hear an answer 
and, depending on his era or locality, he thinks he hears this or that 
voice or sees this or that figure. All too often much of what he hears 
is basically a projection of his yearnings and his experience of man 
and life. But an answer has indeed come from the heavens and it is a 
magnificently clear and definite answer, one that has come from the 
very highest, from the Lord God himself. God has visited his people, 
and through his chosen people he has visited mankind and has 
chosen to dwell with man. God so loved the world that he sent his 
only begotten Son, not to condemn the world for its wilful and sad 
blindness and sins, but to save all who otherwise would be lost. 
Jesus is God’s answer to the prayer of man for pity and mercy. Thus 
it is to Jesus that the two blind men cry out for mercy. He is the 
object of their petition. There is now a great light shining in the 
darkness of the world and that light is Christ. He is the light of the 
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world, and to the extent that he is absent from the life of an 
individual or a people, to that extent does darkness prevail there. 
The greatest darkness is that which derives from sin. Now, modern 
man all too often lacks even the sense of sin. His cry for pity and 
mercy does not touch or embrace the root of his blindness, which is 
his inherited and chosen sinfulness. Furthermore, modem man must 
learn where the remedy is found. It is found in the person of Jesus. 
It is to Jesus , the Son of David, that the blind men directed their 
heartfelt appeal. So must we, and we ought do it every day of our 
lives. Our fundamental call is to holiness of life and the overcoming 
of sin. Apart from Christ this is impossible. He alone takes away the 
sin of the world. With him the darkness of sin is dispelled and the 
way to holiness in him is laid open. Let us place ourselves in the 
company of the blind men and appeal to Christ. 

Christ can be found. He can be pointed to and approached. 
He lives now and is very accessible. Where is he? He is to be found 
above all in his Church, the Church he founded on the Apostles with 
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Peter at their head. He dwells in his body the Church, and through 
the word and sacraments of the Church he ministers to us who so 
greatly need him, just as he ministered to the two blind men. Let us 
resolve to live in him, for if we live in him we shall rise and reign 
with him. 


■<b»©®dv 
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Saturday of the First Week of Advent 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 80 (79):4, 2 Come and show us your face, 
O Lord, who are seated upon the Cherubim, and we will be saved. 

Collect O God, who sent your Only Begotten Son into this world to 
free the human race from its ancient enslavement, bestow on those 
who devoutly await him the grace of your compassion from on high, 
that we may attain the prize of true freedom. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Isaiah 30:19-21.23-26; Psalm 147:1-6; 

Matthew 9:35-10:1.6-8 

Jesus went through all the towns and villages, teaching in their 
synagogues, preaching the good news of the kingdom and heeding 
every disease and sickness. When he saw the crowds, he had 
compassion on them, because they were harassed and helpless, like 
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sheep without a shepherd. Then he said to his disciples, The harvest 
is plentiful but the workers are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, 
therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field. He called his 
twelve disciples to him and gave them authority to drive out evil 
spirits and to heed every disease and sickness. These twelve Jesus 
sent out with the following instructions: Go rather to the lost sheep 
of Israel. As you go, preach this message: ‘The kingdom of heaven is 
near. ’ Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse those who have leprosy, 
drive out demons. Freely you have received, freely give. (Matthew 
9:35-10:1, 5a, 6-8) 

The Divine Compassion I know one British university professor 
of studies in religion who insists with considerable erudition that 
Buddhism does not allow for a loving creator. He himself is a 
convert to Catholicism from Buddhism. Buddhism, of course, is a 
response to the problem of evil and suffering. That is not to say that 
what we might call the very agnosticism of Buddhism is founded on 
the problem of evil and suffering, but Buddhism certainly reminds us 
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of that problem. Buddhism constitutes a flight away from a bad 
world that is the source of evil and suffering for man. This flight is 
not a path towards a positive union with God but a path towards a 
state of detachment, or indifference to the things of this life. The 
Christian system does not allow that detachment in itself is the 
purpose of life. Of itself this will not bring the happiness for which 
the heart of man yearns. Rather, detachment is a step towards 
attachment — attachment to God and his holy will. That having 
been said, Buddhism reminds us of a few great facts — and one is 
that the evil and suffering experienced by man has ever been a 
problem for positive theism. There is so much evil and suffering. If 
there is a God, where is he and what is he about? Many religious 
people become irritated with God’s apparent inactivity. Some 
persons come to think he is just a pie in the sky, a phantom. Some 
just cease thinking about him and deal with life on their own. Many 
give up on him. Some become militantly opposed to him in an 
aggressive atheism. The prime minister of Australia of the time 
(Kevin Rudd) was once asked why he believed in God, and he 



63 


replied that it was the design that he saw everywhere that convinced 
him. Many, though, reply that the world is in fact poorly designed 
and not worthy of an infinitely powerful and intelligent Creator. 
What is to be thought of a design that includes earthquakes, 
tsunamis, vast bush fires, floods, disease, war and general mayhem? 
Not very far from all these attitudes is the intractable problem of evil. 
If only man could be happy, but he is not — so it is stated. Despite 
that British professor, it will be said that there cannot be a loving 
Creator, if by this we mean One who is all-powerful and utterly holy. 

This is not the moment to deal with a philosophical problem 
that has exercised the minds of countless thoughtful persons though 
the ages. One thing we can say is that the most religious and 
intelligent of men, while profoundly in communion with God, at the 
same time have no doubt about the scale of evil in the world. The 
problem of evil does not in the slightest way cause in them doubts as 
to the existence of God, even though they are unable to comprehend 
it. The one figure in history who is a beacon of light before the 
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problem of evil in the world is Jesus Christ. God was his “Father.” 
Let the atheistic and agnostic observer of an evil world look on Jesus 
Christ — which brings us to our Gospel passage today (Matthew 
9:35-10:1, 5a, 6-8). What has God done in the face of evil? He has 
sent his dearly beloved Son, his only-begotten, to become one of us 
and to face the tide of evil himself. He has also revealed that the evil 
in the world is at root man’s responsibility. Man sinned, and so 
serious was this that it set all of life askew and in rebellion. 
Suffering descended upon man and his sin continued unabated. In 
our Gospel passage it is this suffering and human disorder that our 
Lord perceives in the sweep of his sovereign glance. “ Jesus went 
through all the towns and villages, teaching in their synagogues, 
preaching the good news of the kingdom and healing every disease 
and sickness. When he saw the crowds, he had compassion on them, 
because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a 
shepherd .” God was not absent from human suffering. Long before, 
he spoke to Moses in the Burning Bush. I have seen the suffering of 
my people, he told Moses, and I know well what they are suffering. I 
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have come down to rescue them. If that was said to Moses, in Christ 
we see God in action in veritable earnest. In Christ he has come to 
save his people from their sins, and he will take the burden of these 
sins on himself. By himself undergoing unimaginable suffering, he 
will expiate for them. He will then send out his disciples to bring the 
benefit of this redemption to all the nations, and here in our Gospel 
today we have the beginnings of this. 

“As you go, preach this message: ‘The kingdom of heaven is 
near .’ Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse those who have leprosy, 
drive out demons. Freely you have received, freely give.'’’’ It was a 
harbinger of what was to come. Our Lord has shown that, because of 
the use man has made of his own free will, there is no easy answer to 
the problem of evil. But we do know this — the ultimate way out is 
through union in love with Jesus Christ. He has shown that if we 
suffer with him we shall reign with him. 
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Second Sunday of Advent 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Is 30:19, 30 O people of Sion, behold, the 
Lord will come to save the nations, and the Lord will make the glory 
of his voice heard in the joy of your heart. 

Collect Almighty and merciful God, may no earthly undertaking 
hinder those who set out in haste to meet your Son, but may our 
learning of heavenly wisdom gain us admittance to his company. 
Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Isaiah 11:1-10; Psalm 72:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 17; 
Romans 15:4-9; Matthew 3:1-12 

In those days John the Baptist came preaching in the desert of 
Judea, saying: Do penance: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand. 
For this was he who was spoken of by Isaiah the prophet, saying: A 
voice of one crying in the desert, Prepare the way of the Lord, make 
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straight his paths. And the same John wore a garment of camels ’ 
hair and a leathern girdle about his loins. His food was locusts and 
wild honey. Then there went out to him Jerusalem and all Judea, 
and all the country about Jordan. They were baptized by him in the 
Jordan, confessing their sins. And seeing many of the Pharisees and 
Sadducees coming to his baptism, he said to them: brood of vipers, 
who has warned you to flee from the wrath to come? Bring forth 
therefore fruit worthy of penance. And think not within yourselves, 
We have Abraham for our father. For I tell you that God is able of 
these stones to raise up children to Abraham. For now the axe is 
laid to the root of the trees. Every tree therefore that does not yield 
good fruit, shall be cut down, and cast into the fire. I indeed baptize 
you in the water for penance, but he that shall come after me is 
mightier than 1, whose shoes I am not worthy to bear. He will 
baptize you in the Holy Ghost and fire. His fan is in his hand, and he 
will thoroughly cleanse his floor and gather his wheat into the barn; 
but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire. (Matthew 3:1-12) 
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Personal Freedom It has always been intriguing to me to follow 
the vagaries of philosophical thought as it has unfolded during the 
course of history. The history of philosophy provides plenty of 
material for the study of how far from common sense the thinking of 
some talented thinkers can stray. Descartes attempted to prove by 
demonstration that he existed and had recourse to the mere fact that 
he thought. This, he decided, was the main proof that he existed: / 
think, therefore I am. Apart from the questionable philosophical step 
of beginning not with external reality (as does, say, Aquinas) but 
with internal impressions, it ignores the common sense intuition of 
one’s own existence being involved with the existence of other 
things. One has an immediate and certain perception of external 
reality and of oneself as involved with this reality. That is a matter 
of common sense, a perception shared commonly among all. Of 
course we all admit that this or that person can be deluded in his 
perception of reality, but an exception does not make a rule. Another 
philosophical area of doubt for some relates to the matter of personal 
conscience. I have, some have claimed, a perfect right to follow my 
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conscience. But one does not. One has a limited right to this, but it 
must be balanced by other rights and duties. Common sense restricts 
this right in all sorts of ways. It does not allow the terrorist 
conscientiously to threaten others. So too, a considerable current of 
thought in the past focussed on the question of freedom. Some 
philosophers denied that man is free. But this too flies in the face of 
common sense and what society assumes. There used to be a saying 
that 40,000 Frenchmen can’t be wrong. Cardinal Newman (now 
beatified), for instance, stood firmly for the authority of the voice of 
mankind. The institutions and laws of society presume that man is 
free and responsible for his actions — though all allow that 
circumstances can mitigate his responsibility. 

Let this last observation introduce a little reflection on 
freedom, for it relates to our Gospel today. Morality and religion 
depend on our being free. That we are free is evident, even though 
the extent to which we are free at any one point of time may not be at 


all evident. But we are free and we can become more free. Freedom 
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hinges on our choice of the good. Our choice of what is good is the 
test of our freedom and it is the means to increase our freedom. The 
less we chose the good and the more often we choose what is bad, 
the less we shall be free. The more we shall then be enslaved to the 
bad. These are facts of human experience and they are also part of 
divine revelation. God calls us to make choices, and the choice we 
must make is to love him by keeping his commandments. What is 
also revealed is that we are born into a fallen condition profoundly 
influenced by what the Church calls original sin, and this sinful 
fallen condition seriously limits our freedom to choose the good. We 
are instinctively swayed in the direction of sin and self rather than in 
the direction of truth and the good and God. To overcome this we 
need the grace of God. We are, nevertheless free — free to fight 
against this sinful and selfish tendency that we find ourselves with, 
provided we receive the grace of God. With the aid of God’s grace, 
we are free to seek the holiness that is life in Christ and friendship 
with him. It means, in the first instance, that we are free to turn away 
from sin and accept the Good News of Christ. Aided by the grace of 
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God we are free to seek conversion, and this is very much what our 
Gospel today (Matthew 3:1-12) reminds us of. John the Baptist’s 
message was, Repent! Make this choice! Turn from your sins! Many 
came to him acknowledging their sins, with the exception of the 
Pharisees and the Sadducees. We, too, are called to repent not just 
once but regularly and even daily all through life. One of the most 
fundamental ways in which true freedom is exercised is in 
repentance from sin. We are all found to be enmeshed in sinful 
tendencies as an inherited condition, and this condition has to be 
renounced, resisted and replaced by love — love for God in the first 
instance, and love for one’s neighbour secondly. It will depend on 
repentance, and this repentance involves the exercise and growth of 
freedom, a freedom led and sustained by the grace of God. 

Let us hear the words and preaching of John the Baptist as 
directed to ourselves. Our Lord would take up John’s baton after he 
was arrested and continue to preach repentance. It is the sign of a 
truly free person that he is able by grace to accept that he is a sinner 
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and then to renounce those sinful ways. The grace of God is 
available to the disciple of Christ through baptism and the 
Sacraments. With this grace the repentant person can become a 
saint, and personal sanctity is the crown and best fruit of freedom. 

Further reading : The Catechism of the Catholic Church, 
no. 1739-1742 (Human freedom) 

-- 
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Monday of the Second Week of Advent 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Jer 31:10; Is 35:4 Hear the word of the Lord, 
O nations; declare it to the distant lands: Behold, our Saviour will 
come; you need no longer fear. 

Collect May our prayer of petition rise before you, we pray, O Lord, 
that, with purity unblemished, we, your servants, may come, as we 
desire, to celebrate the great mystery of the Incarnation of your Only 
Begotten Son. Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Isaiah 35:1-10; Psalm 85:9ab and 10-14; 

Luke 5:17-26 

It came to pass on a certain day, as he sat teaching, that there were 
also Pharisees and doctors of the law sitting by, who had come from 
every town of Galilee, and Judea and Jerusalem: and the power of 
the Lord was present to heal. And behold, certain persons brought 
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on a bed a man who had the palsy: and they sought means to bring 
him in, and to lay him before him. And when they could not find a 
way to bring him in because of the multitude, they went up on the 
roof, and let him down through the tiles with his bed into the middle 
in front of Jesus. When he saw their faith he said: Man, your sins 
are forgiven. And the scribes and Pharisees began to think, saying: 
Who is this who utters blasphemies? Who can forgive sins but God 
cdone? Jesus knew their thoughts and scad to them in answer: what is 
it you are thinking in your hearts? Which is easier to say, Your sins 
are forgiven you; or to say, Arise and wcdk? But that you may know 
that the Son of man has power on earth to forgive sins, (he said to 
the one with the palsy,) I say to you, Arise, take up your bed, and go 
to your house. And immediately rising up before them, he took up 
the bed on which he lay; and he went away to his own house, 
glorifying God. And all were astonished; and they glorified God. 
They were filled with fear, saying: We have seen wonderful things 


today. (Luke 5:17-26) 
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Forgiveness of Sin One of the distinctive features of the 
religion of the Old Testament is the concern for sin that pervades its 
pages. God is a God hostile to sin and immorality — immorality is 
revealed as not just morally wrong but it is sinful. That is to say, it is 
offensive to the holiness of God. The chosen people were gradually 
educated by God as to sin and their own sinfulness, and various rites 
and measures were in place and practised to obtain the forgiveness of 
sins. While there were indeed sin offerings and heartfelt prayers for 
the forgiveness of sins, no prophet or religious figure in the Old 
Testament presumed to forgive the sins of another, nor presumed to 
do so with effortless readiness as did Jesus Christ. John the Baptist’s 
baptism for repentance was clearly a rite instituted to express 
repentance and to appeal to God for his pardon. He did not presume 
to forgive the sins of others — indeed, he pointed to our Lord as the 
Lamb of God who would take away the sin of the world. Where is 
there any parallel in the Old Testament to what we read in our 
Gospel passage today? Our Lord was suddenly presented with a man 
paralysed on a stretcher, lowered from the roof by his companions. 
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Then, without being requested to do so, and without concern for the 
surprise and hostility his initiative would arouse in the hearts of the 
scribes and the Pharisees who were present and observing. Our Lord 
proceeded immediately to forgive the sick man’s sins. There was no 
hesitation, no bother with what his audience might think, no steps to 
prepare the minds of people with some explanation other than the 
fact of his manifest authority as it was being revealed in his works 
and words and person. Our Lord obviously saw in the heart of the 
paralysed man acknowledgment of his sins and an attitude of 
repentance. Perhaps his physical condition had prompted these more 
spiritual dispositions. In any case our Lord, who (as we read in the 
Gospel of St John) could read the hearts of men, forthwith forgave 
him his sins and thus revealed a new aspect of his spiritual authority, 
setting him beyond the prophets of old. 

This was not the only occasion on which our Lord did this. 
He forgave the sins of the woman with a bad reputation — once 
again in the presence of the Pharisees — because “she loved much.” 
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Now, just as our Lord unambiguously forgave the sins of others 
during his public ministry, so he passed on this power to certain 
others. As we read in the Gospel of St John, on the day he rose from 
the dead he appeared in the room before his fearful disciples, 
showing them that he had indeed physically risen. Then he breathed 
on them the gift of the Holy Spirit, commissioning them to go out, 
just as the Father had sent him. The task he immediately gave them? 
It was to forgive sins. He had suffered, died and risen from the dead 
as the Lamb of God taking away the sin of the world, and now he 
was sending out his Apostles with the gift of the Holy Spirit 
empowering them to forgive sins. Whoever’s sins you forgive they 
are forgiven them , he told them. Whoever’s sins you retain, they are 
retained. From the beginning, by virtue of the Sacrament of Holy 
Orders transmitted from bishop to bishop and from bishop to priest, 
that power and authority to forgive sins has been exercised by the 
ordained pastors of the Church which Christ founded on Peter and 
the Apostles. Every truly ordained priest has this spiritual charism of 
being an instrument of the living Jesus whereby through him Christ 
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forgives the sins of those for whom he died. That is to say, just as in 
our Gospel passage today Christ forgave the sins of the sick man in 
full view of the scribes, the Pharisees and the people, so too he 
continues to forgive sins through his ordained priest. On the very 
day of his resurrection Christ passed on this ministry that he himself 
had exercised. It was one of his very first and therefore one of his 
most important acts as risen from the dead. It means that one of the 
most fundamental and important ministries of the Church which 
Christ founded and sustains is the forgiveness of sin. It is one of the 
greatest gifts that the Church offers and brings to the world, and a 
principal reason for membership in the Church. 

Let us think prayerfully of Christ’s action in today’s Gospel. 
It shows his consciousness of being divine and the immense 
importance of the forgiveness of sins. It was the first thing Christ 
chose to do for the paralysed man. It is the first thing we ought seek 
from Christ with a spirit of true repentance, and this we do both by 
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our personal prayer for forgiveness and by our seeking it in the 
Sacrament of Penance in the ministry of the Church. 
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Tuesday of the Second Week of Advent 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Zee 14:5, 7 Behold, the Lord will come, and 
all his holy ones with him; and on that day there will be a great light. 

Collect O God, who have shown forth your salvation to all the ends 
of the earth, grant, we pray, that we may look forward in joy to the 
glorious Nativity of Christ. Who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Isaiah 40:1-11; Psalm 96:1-2, 3 and lOac, 11-12, 13; 

Matthew 18:12-14 

What do you think? If a man has a hundred sheep, and one of them 
should go astray: does he not leave the ninety-nine in the mountains, 
and go to seek the one that has strayed? And if he finds it, amen I say 
to you, he rejoices more for that one than for the ninety-nine that did 
not stray at all. So too it is not the will of your heavenly Father that 
any one of these little ones should perish. (Matthew 18:12-14) 
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That Stray Is Me There is an aspect of our Lord’s parable of 
today that can be misinterpreted. Our Lord is explaining the all-holy 
God’s attitude to sinners and he does so by drawing on an example 
from everyday life. The one who has a flock of sheep goes after the 
sheep that has strayed and when he finds it he returns rejoicing far 
more than for the sheep that did not stray at all. God is like that 
person in his concern for the straying sheep. But we can slip into 
thinking that it is only the exception that strays. That is to say that, 
just as in the parable it was one in the hundred that strayed, so too in 
ordinary life it is — so to say — one in a hundred that strays from 
God. So we can think. But no. Our Lord was not meaning to give 
an idea of the number who strayed from the love for and obedience 
to God. He was speaking of God and of the love that God has for the 
one who strays. In fact, we might say, to a greater or lesser extent it 
is only one in a hundred that does not stray at all. Without the grace 
of the Holy Spirit, man strays from God and this was the very reason 
why the Son of God became man, because mankind was constantly 
and inexorably straying from God. Christ died in order to bring 
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together all the scattered children of God, as St John remarks at one 
point in his Gospel. All had gone astray because of sin and the 
wages of sin are death. So whenever any of us reads this Gospel 
reading of today in which our Lord speaks of his searching out the 
one sheep that has strayed, and of how he returns rejoicing because 
he has found it, we ought say to ourselves that the straying sheep is / 
— / myself am the straying sheep. This parable is directed to me. 
God loves me and has delivered himself up for me. With St Paul 
every single person ought understand that Christ loves him and 
wishes to bring him back to his friendship, in which is found eternal 
life. As our Lord said at the Last Supper, eternal life is this, to know 
you Father and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. 

Not only does the parable indicate to me my own situation as 
a straying sinner, but it indicates to me what God is like. Yes, he is 
the mighty Creator and Lord of all things visible and invisible. But 
what is especially distinctive about the God of revelation is that he 
seeks out the straying one and when he has reclaimed that one to his 



83 


friendship he is full of joy. God yearns for the friendship of each and 
every sinner. The all-holy One does not turn away from the one who 
offends him but wants there to be a reconciliation. How unlike our 
fallen world this is! When one person commits an offence against 
another, the offended person expects (understandably) that the one 
offending will take the initiative to make up in some concrete way. 
With God, if we offend him by sin, then he himself at great personal 
cost takes the initiative to draw us back into his friendship. If we 
stray deliberately or semi-deliberately, God seeks us out and finds us, 
inviting us back into his friendship. He loves us so much that he 
cannot rest, as it were, till we have returned his love. And this is the 
story of our lives. Our life consists in God’s search for us sinners 
who have strayed. It may take the best part of a lifetime, but the 
search for the stray goes on regardless and it may yield its fruitful 
result only at the last days or moments of life. A husband abuses his 
wife with sharp and inconsiderate language, neglects his 
responsibilities as a father, time and again absents himself from 
home, and fails to practise his Faith. He has strayed badly from the 
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love and service of God. The long-suffering wife is patient and 
loyal. God is working through her and pursuing the stray. Finally, 
during the last year of the husband’s hapless life, he returns to the 
Sacraments and to the family. He dies practising the Christian faith 
once again. God has found his stray and returns rejoicing. The wife 
has been his principal instrument and the whole of their marriage is 
to be understood in terms of our parable in the Gospel of today. 

Moment by moment and day by day we are in the unseen 
hand of the living Almighty God. We are not just floating embers 
that eventually pass out. We each of us is immortal, and we are that 
by the ongoing creative and sustaining action of God. But God does 
more that this for us. He actively seeks us out if we are straying, and 
even if we do not appear to be straying, he is still seeking us out, 
calling us to holiness of life. Let us place ourselves in his gentle 
keeping. 
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Wednesday of the Second Week of Advent 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Hb 2:3; 1 Cor 4:5 The Lord will come and 
he will not delay. He will illumine what is hidden in darkness and 
reveal himself to all the nations. 

Collect Almighty God, who command us to prepare the way for 
Christ the Lord, grant in your kindness, we pray, that no infirmity 
may weary us as we long for the comforting presence of our 
heavenly physician. Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Isaiah 25:6-10; Psalm 32; Matthew 15:29-37 

When Jesus left there he came to the Sea of Galilee. Going up a 
mountain he sat there and there came to him great multitudes, 
having with them the dumb, the blind, the lame, the maimed, and 
many others. They placed them at his feet and he healed them. They 
marvelled at seeing the dumb speak, the lame walk, and the blind 
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see, and they glorified the God of Israel. Jesus called together his 
disciples and said: "I have compassion on the multitudes because 
they have been with me now for three days and do not have anything 
to eat, I will not send them away hungry lest they collapse on the 
way. ” The disciples said to him, “ Where can we find enough loaves 
in the desert as to fill so great a multitude?” Jesus said to them, 
“How many loaves have you?” They said: “Seven, and a few small 
fish. ” He commanded the multitude to sit down upon the ground, and 
taking the seven loaves and the fish and giving thanks, broke, and 
gave to his disciples, and the disciples to the people. They cdl ate 
and had their fill. They took up seven baskets full of what remained 
of the fragments. (Matthew 15:29-37) 

The King The foremost religious thinker of nineteenth century 
England was John Henry Newman (now beatified), and especially 
was he the foremost champion of revealed dogmatic religion. By 
that I mean that with his great mind and powerful writing he stood 
uncompromisingly for the non-negotiability of Christian dogmas as 
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the basis of true Christianity. His story has been of interest to many 
both during his life and since his death, and one reason for this has 
been the drama of his change of religion from the Anglican 
Communion to the Catholic Church. One interesting detail of his last 
couple of years as an Anglican (1843-1845) was his use of the 
Spiritual Exercises of St Ignatius Loyola. The Spiritual Exercises of 
St Ignatius is a manual to assist a person in making a spiritual retreat 
and in seeking to know the will of God. It sets forth points and 
schema for various meditations, as well as points of spiritual advice 
and other prayers. As a manual it has received the highest sanction 
by the Catholic Church, and it highlights certain key features or 
aspects of the person of Christ and what it means to follow him with 
the utmost generosity. Especially important in these Exercises is the 
Meditation on the Kingdom. As far as I am aware, Newman does not 
indicate in his Letters and Diaries just what aspects or meditations of 
the Spiritual Exercises moved him the most during these last days as 
an Anglican. But I mention all this simply as an introduction to one 
feature of Christ which Ignatius of Loyola especially highlights. It is 
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that of Christ as King. Christ is the greatest and most inspiring of 
kings and he calls each to follow and serve him with the utmost 
loyalty and dedication, and with a readiness to follow the path of 
suffering and humiliation that he trod. Undoubtedly this image of 
the King resonated with Ignatius because of his great military loyalty 
prior to his conversion, but it is also profoundly biblical. 

Take any scene of the Gospels, any scene in our Lord’s public 
ministry, and place yourself in that scene and observe what kind of a 
king Jesus is. He is the Messiah-King, and what power and 
compassion he displays! At the height of his public ministry the 
miracles he was working were truly spectacular. If we take any other 
kingly figure, let us say Alexander the Great and consider the power 
he exercised, what a difference there is! Alexander spread bloodshed 
and mayhem everywhere he went, and massacres flowed right and 
left. He was invincible in his military prowess but it all depended on 
the sword. Without his armour and weapons and troops, where 
would Alexander or his father Philip have got? Then look at what 
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happened. At an early age Alexander fell sick and died (and Philip 
his father had been suddenly assassinated). The Old Testament 
describes Alexander as proud, which indeed he was. Now, consider 
Jesus Christ, and especially as presented in our Gospel passage 
today. He came announcing a Kingdom, the Kingdom of God as 
being very near. He was in the process of establishing and launching 
it. But consider his power. We read that “ There came to him great 
multitudes, having with them the dumb, the blind, the lame, the 
maimed, and many others, and they placed them at his feet, and he 
healed them. The multitudes marvelled seeing the dumb speak, the 
lame walk, and the blind see: and they glorified the God of Israel” 
(Matthew 15:29-37). Could Alexander, Julius Caesar, or any of the 
great and powerful ones who imposed their dominance by force of 
arms and crimes against humanity do anything of what Christ could 
do? The thought is laughable. Christ proved he had divine power 
and no other person in all of history could do what he did so 
effortlessly. He was truly invincible but in a different sense because 
as he said to Pontius Pilate, his kingdom was not of this world. 
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Above all it involved the rule of God over the human heart. Our 
Lord proceeded in our passage today to feed great crowds with a few 
loaves and fish. This he did, barely uttering a word. 

Let us place ourselves in the presence of Jesus in our Gospel 
scene today and ask him to admit us into his company. In fact he 
invites us into his company every day of our lives. If we are 
baptized, we are in him. The Church is his company and he is the 
Church’s head. He is the King of kings and the Lord of lords, and he 
is the greatest treasure of man. In him there is every heavenly 
blessing and he is worthy of all our love and loyalty. Let us live for 
him and let us be totally loyal to him whatever this may bring, for he 
is our God and our Redeemer. 
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Thursday of the Second Week of Advent 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 119 (1181:151-152 You, O Lord, are 
close, and all your ways are truth. From of old I have known of your 
decrees, for you are eternal. 

Collect Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to make ready the paths of your 
Only Begotten Son, that through his coming, we may be found 
worthy to serve you with minds made pure. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Isaiah 41:13-20; Ps. 145:1, 9-13ab; Matt. 11:11-15 

Jesus said to the crowds, “Amen I say to you, among those born of 
women there has never been one greater than John the Baptist. Yet 
the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he. From the days 
of John the Baptist till now the kingdom of heaven undergoes 
violence, and the violent bear it away. For all the prophets and the 
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law prophesied till John. If you will accept it, he is Elias that is to 
come. He that has ears to hear, let him hear.'’’’ (Matthew 11:11-15) 

Holy Violence One of the fascinating things in life is to observe 
what people enthuse over. Some people live for sport. Some 
absolutely love horse racing. A whole nation can hold its breath for 
days and weeks as its team approaches the World Final soccer. 
Another person can love cooking. Not only is it fascinating to see 
the things people give themselves over to, but it is also fascinating to 
see how one person loves what another person hates or has no 
interest in. Now, whatever about this unsurprising fact there is one 
great Object which God means us all to be interested in with all our 
heart and soul. It is he himself and his plan for us. God sent his Son 
to establish his Kingdom and this Kingdom is meant for all. It is 
nothing other than the lordship — the dominion — of God over the 
heart of every man and woman. This lordship, this Kingdom, has a 
very definite contour and character. It has its structure and its life. It 
has its regime and its officers. It is a Kingdom and not just a vague 
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state of existence or relationship. It is this which Christ came among 
men to announce and establish, and it was the greatest Event of all 
time. But what did he encounter? St John tells us that he came unto 
his own and his own did not receive him. He met with the variety of 
attitudes that I referred to earlier that we see everywhere in all sorts 
of contexts. Some were interested, and some were not. Some were 
mildly interested, others greatly. Yet it was the One great Thing 
which had long been predicted and prepared for. The prophets had 
pointed to it and to the Messiah who would inaugurate it. Something 
of this is referred to by our Lord in our Gospel passage today. 
“Amen, l say to you, among those born of women there has been 
none greater than John the Baptist; yet the least in the Kingdom of 
heaven is greater than he. From the days of John the Baptist until 
now, the Kingdom of heaven suffers violence, and the violent are 
taking it by force.” God is asking of every man and woman a total 
commitment to his Kingdom because it is the greatest thing of all. 
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The “ violent are taking it by force.” Whoever has ears ought 
to hear this. Yes, in every family, in every community, indeed 
everywhere and in all contexts we see men and women pursuing their 
various callings and interests. But within this very diversity there 
should be one underlying common love and goal. It is God and his 
Kingdom , the Kingdom announced and established by Christ. This 
Kingdom is, as I said earlier, God’s lordship as embodied and found 
in Christ. That is to say, we are all called to serve and love God in 
Christ with all our heart precisely in the diversity of our various 
works and interests. The one thing that ought link all men and 
women is their being in Christ. Christ is the light and the life of 
every man and woman, and being in him by faith and baptism is the 
foundation and life of the Church. “The violent are taking it by 
force ”, our Lord tells us. This means that those who give their heart 
and soul to the work of living for and in the Kingdom — in and for 
God in union with Christ, that is to say — will bring off a great 
victory. The victory is the victory of holiness. It means that in all 
the interests and works that make up our daily life, we must be 
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endeavouring to love and serve God. It means sanctifying our daily 
life. It means sanctifying our daily work and making it something 
holy and worthy to be offered to God each day. If we sanctify our 
daily work, doing it with as pure a love for God as we can and doing 
it as well as we can constantly, that work we do will sanctify us and 
others as well. We shall be advancing in the Kingdom through the 
violence we are doing to our self-love and self-indulgence. It is a 
holy violence that we are engaged in, a violence that will give us the 
victory. This is the true jihad, the true struggle in the way of God. 
The Kingdom, the lordship of God over our own hearts and the 
hearts of the world around us, requires that we give ourselves fully to 
the task. Christ wants warriors in everyday life, warriors of the 
spirit, hidden warriors, warriors that take him for their model and 
who are prepared to follow him to the cross. 

What this means in practice is the giving of ourselves totally 
to the doing of God’s will in daily life. Such people as these are the 
violent whom our Lord says are taking the Kingdom of heaven by 
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force. This is the Christian jihad, the jihad of being nailed to the 
cross of obedience to the will of God. Let us then take our stand 
with Christ and fight with him with his weapons, the weapons of 
humility and meekness, the weapons of the beatitudes, the weapon of 
the Cross, the weapon of death to self. Therein lies the victory, and 
gaining that victory means entering the Glory. 

-- 
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Friday of the Second Week of Advent 

Entrance Antiphon Behold, the Lord will come descending with 
splendour to visit his people with peace, and he will bestow on them 
eternal life. 

Collect Grant that your people, we pray, almighty God, may be ever 
watchful for the coming of your Only Begotten Son, that, as the 
author of our salvation himself has taught us, we may hasten, alert 
and with lighted lamps, to meet him when he comes. Who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. 

Scripture today : Isaiah 48:17-19; Ps. 1:1-4 and 6; Matt. 11:16-19 

Bui to what shall I liken this generation ? It is like children sitting in 
the market place calling to their companions and saying: we have 
piped to you, and you have not danced: we have lamented, and you 
have not mourned. For John came neither eating nor drinking; and 
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they said “He has a devil. ” The Son of man came eating and 
drinking, and they said: “Behold a man that is a glutton and a wine 
drinker, a friend of publicans and sinners. ” And wisdom is justified 
by her children. (Matthew 11:16-19) 

God is Patient A constant prompt for religion in the heart of man 
and in society is the need and the cry for salvation. It could be 
salvation from hunger or any one of a number of threats man faces in 
a threatening world. He appeals to the powers above for salvation. 
The Christian appeal is the one that God himself has educated man to 
make. That appeal is for salvation primarily from sin. Not only is 
sin totally disastrous for man in a way that any other threat is not, but 
sin is especially offensive to God. God has revealed — and man 
intimates as much — that if man wants to be saved and to be 
regarded well by the One on whom he totally depends, then he must 
take action against his own sinfulness. But effective action against 
sin is impossible for him because — of himself — he is simply under 
its power. He needs the saving action of God. He needs divine grace 
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and that grace has been won for us and bestowed on us by the Son of 
God made man, Jesus Christ. So it is that the Christian religion 
involves not only man’s appeal for salvation. It involves God’s 
initiative in educating man both as to what true salvation is and in 
responding to his appeal to share in the divine life. But there is one 
feature of this that ought to be remembered. All this involved a 
history. God entered history and over a long period of time did his 
work for us and our salvation. Our salvation entailed a salvation 
history starting remotely in the past, taking definite shape and then 
with more decisive divine interventions leading to the greatest step 
imaginable: the incarnation, life, death and resurrection of Christ our 
Redeemer. Now, there has been a notable characteristic of this 
history of salvation. It has been divine patience , and this divine 
patience has been inventive. God has not given up on his people 
despite their inveterate sinning. He has been patient, trying one thing 
after another, like the potter ever starting again when the work fails. 
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Something of this is referred to by our Lord in our Gospel 
passage today. He refers on the one hand to his own “generation”, 
and on the other hand to the “wisdom” of God in its saving action. 
“To what shall I compare this generation ? It is like children who sit 
in marketplaces and call to one another, ‘We played the flute for you, 
but you did not dance, we sang a dirge but you did not mourn. ’ For 
John came neither eating nor drinking, and they said, ‘He is 
possessed by a demon. ’ The Son of Man came eating and drinking 
and they said, ‘Look, he is a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax 
collectors and sinners. ’ But wisdom is vindicated by her works ” 
(Matthew 11:16-19). God tries one thing, and he tries another. He 
sends the prophets, and John in particular, but that does not gain the 
response he is seeking. He sends his own Son with a very different 
manner and method, but that likewise gains little response. We are 
reminded of the cry in the book of Isaiah the prophet, “ What more 
could I have done for you that / have not done?” God has tried 
everything, and our Lord himself in his public ministry tries 
everything, as it were, but to little avail. However, there is hope in 
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his words in our passage today: Wisdom is vindicated in her 
“children”, in her offspring, in her issue. God will most certainly 
succeed in his saving work. The preaching, the cross and 
resurrection together with the establishment of his Church on earth 
will most certainly gain the victory. And so our Lord’s lament and 
hope passes on to the Church and the Church’s children. The 
Church, generation after generation, continues to send out to the 
world her ministry and her missionaries despite generation after 
generation of seemingly dim prospects. The world always wants 
something different and is never satisfied by the Church, nor indeed 
by Christ himself. But Christian optimism never flags, just as a holy 
optimism never flagged in the heart of Christ himself. 

The wisdom of God is justified by its works. The fruits of 
God’s work and of his patience and unwearied inventiveness , will be 
justified in the event. Salvation has come through the death and 
resurrection of Christ and is manifest in the abundance of saints in 


the history of the Church. It will attain its full flowering in the age to 
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come. All this will be, despite the response of so many. Let us then 
pray for the grace to respond to the smallest invitations God extends 
to us, and let us bring this same grace to our fellow men, immersed 
in the chores of everyday life. 
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Saturday of the Second Week of Advent 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 80 (79):4, 2 Come and show us your 
face, O Lord, who are seated upon the Cherubim, and we will be 
saved. 

Collect May the splendour of your glory dawn in our hearts, we 
pray, almighty God, that all shadows of the night may be scattered 
and we may be shown to be children of light by the advent of your 
Only Begotten Son. Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Sirach 48:1-4, 9-11; Ps. 80:2ac, 3b, 15-16, 18-19; 
Matthew 17:9a, 10-13 

And as they came down from the mountain, his disciples asked Jesus, 
Why then do the scribes say that Elijah must come first? In answer 
he scud to them: Elijah indeed shall come, and restore all things. But 
I say to you, Elijah has already come, and they did not recognize 
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him, but did to him as they wished. So also the Son of man shall 
suffer from them. Then the disciples understood that he had spoken 
to them of John the Baptist. (Matthew 17:9a, 10-13) 

Christ and the Church Let us consider a detail in our Gospel 
passage. The passage reports the conversation between our Lord and 
his disciples as they were coming down from the mountain. They 
had just seen Jesus in resplendent glory and had heard the voice of 
the Father from the cloud pointing to him as his beloved Son, the one 
to whom they were to listen. With him had appeared Moses and 
Elijah. The disciples asked our Lord about Elijah, and in particular 
about the teaching of the scribes that Elijah must come first 
(Matthew 17:9a, 10-13). Our Lord confirmed this teaching of the 
scribes, suggesting, incidentally, that the scribes often interpreted the 
Scriptures well. We have other examples of certain scribes 
interpreting the Scriptures correctly. At the arrival of the Magi from 
the East, Herod asked where the Messiah was to be born. The 
scribes told him that it was to be at Bethlehem. They had it right. 
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On one occasion during his public ministry a scribe praised our Lord 
for one of his answers, saying that to love God with all one’s heart is 
worth more than all the sacrifices. Our Lord praised him for his 
perception and said he was not far from the Kingdom of God. That 
point aside, our Lord goes on, however, to point out in this 
conversation during the descent from the mountain that the scribes 
had not recognized Elijah when he in fact came. In fact they made 
him suffer, just as the Son of Man would be made to suffer at their 
hands. The disciples then understood that our Lord was speaking of 
John the Baptist. We are reminded that the precious revelation 
contained in the Old Testament was bestowed by the Holy Spirit, and 
the same Holy Spirit was the only source of its true interpretation. 
That Holy Spirit is the Spirit of Christ and hence it is Christ who 
unlocks the true meaning of the entire Scriptures. It did not occur to 
the scribes that John the Baptist was the Elijah to come. Nor would 
it have occurred to us had not it been reported in the Gospel that 
Christ taught this to be the case. The Scriptures, both Old and New 
Testaments, teach us about Christ. But as we see in the Gospels, we 
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need Christ to understand the true meaning of the Scriptures. He is 
our living Teacher. 

The question is, where are Christ and his Spirit now? Christ 
and his Spirit abide in the Church he founded on his Apostles with 
Peter as their visible head. He is the head of the Church and is also 
her Bridegroom, and the Church is his body and his spouse. He is 
inseparable from the Church and he acts and teaches and ministers in 
and through the Church. The Scriptures are to be read with the mind 
of Christ and with his teaching as their interpretative context. Christ 
continues to teach the meaning of the Scriptures just as he did on this 
occasion and just as he did on many other occasions reported in the 
Gospels. Now — and this is important — he does so typically in and 
through the teaching Church, which acts in his name. While there is 
a great deal in the Scriptures on which the Church has not formally 
pronounced, even so one should read the Scriptures within the great 
Tradition of the Church and as one sharing in her mind. On several 
occasions over the centuries the Church has actually pronounced on 
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the meaning of certain Scriptural texts. This means that the Church’s 
Tradition has included certain authoritative interpretations of 
passages of the Scriptures. All this is to say that the Holy Scriptures 
are to be read within the life and tradition of the Church, for it is 
within the Church that Christ dwells. He is our Teacher and it is 
there that he dwells and is to be found. Of course if one is not a 
member of the Church that Christ founded, then one does not have 
the inestimable advantage of the Church’s guidance. One must then 
embark on a great effort accompanied by assiduous prayer to be led 
to the true meaning of the Scriptures. Hopefully it will lead, as it has 
in numerous cases, to a discovery of the Church as the bearer and 
true interpreter of the Scriptures. Where in God’s plan are the 
Scriptures to be found? The Church is the mother of Christ’s faithful 
and she carries in her hand the Holy Scriptures and helps her children 
know their true meaning. She is able to do this because she has been 
endowed with the gift of the Holy Spirit, the gift which constantly 
aids her in her teaching and ministry. She hands the sacred volume 
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to her children and, in her preaching and word, guides them in its 
understanding. 

Our Gospel scene today allows us to listen to our Lord’s 
teaching on the meaning of a particular prophecy of the Scriptures. 
Christ is our teacher, and he abides in the Church of the Apostles. 
From within that Church he continues to teach his faithful. Let us be 
nourished by the word and sacraments of the Church as well as by 
the Holy Scriptures that we have received from her. 
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Third Sunday of Advent 

Entrance Antiphon Phil 4:4-5 Rejoice in the Lord always; again I 
say, rejoice. Indeed, the Lord is near. 

Collect O God, who see how your people faithfully await the feast 
of the Lord's Nativity, enable us, we pray, to attain the joys of so 
great a salvation and to celebrate them always with solemn worship 
and glad rejoicing. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Isaiah 35:l-6a,10; Psalm 146:6-10; James 5:7-10; 
Matthew 11:2-11 

Now when John had heard in prison die works of Christ he sent two 
of his disciples to ask him, “Are you he who is to come, or are we to 
look for another? ” Jesus answered, “Go and relate to John what you 
have heard and seen. The blind see, the lame walk, the lepers are 
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cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead rise again, the poor have the gospel 
preached to them. Blessed is he who is not scandalized in me. ’’ And 
when they went their way, Jesus began to say to the multitudes 
concerning John: “What did you go out into the desert to see? a reed 
shaken with the wind? What did you go to see? A man clothed in soft 
garments? Behold those who are clothed in soft garments are in the 
houses of kings. But what went you out to see? a prophet? yes I tell 
you, and more than a prophet. For this is he of whom it is written: 
Behold I send my angel before you, who shall prepare your way 
before you. Amen 1 say to you, there has not been born of woman a 
greater than John the Baptist: yet he that is the least in the kingdom 
of heaven is greater than he. ” (Matthew 11:2-11) 

He Came to Save If one were to ask a Zoroastrian what was 
Zarathustra’s mission in life, presumably the reply would be to teach 
the way of goodness and to enlighten men as to the issues that are 
connected with this. He was a great teacher of religion and his 
teaching gave rise to a religion. The prophets of the Old 
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Testament — and John the Baptist who features in the New — 
taught the word of God and summoned the people to live 
accordingly. The followers of Mahomet claim that Mahomet is a 
prophet in the line of the Old Testament prophets (and Jesus) and is 
indeed the greatest teacher among them — though, of course, the 
Christian would not accept this. Let us then ask the question, what 
was the mission of Jesus? He certainly was a Teacher, and indeed 
was the very greatest of them because his word, being the word of 
him who is God, was the word of God himself. But to be a teacher 
was not the only mission of Jesus, and perhaps not his most 
important mission. Cardinal Newman (now beatified) in his 
Anglican writings maintained that a great deal of revealed moral 
teaching is accessible to the natural conscience. So Christ’s teaching 
as to what the good and moral life entails is not the only, nor the 
main mission that was entrusted to him. Christ came to redeem us 
from sin and to reconcile us with God. He came to restore our 
hopelessly broken relationship with God. He came to make us God’s 
friends, by inviting us into his own friendship. This redemption from 



112 


sin and entry into the life of the holy God was Christ’s principal 
mission for mankind and it is expressed well in the words uttered by 
John the Baptist about him before he actually started his public work: 
There is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. The 
Atonement was Christ’s greatest work, a work no one else could 
possibly even begin to do. Zoroaster never claimed to take away the 
sins of the world, nor did Buddha, nor did Mahomet. Indeed, Islam 
denies original sin and the need man has for God to break the power 
of the sin that is in him. Christ is the only Saviour from sin. 

It is precisely as the Saviour of the world from sin that Christ 
is to be regarded as the Teacher of God’s infinite love and our model 
of holiness. By his death and resurrection and sending of the Holy 
Spirit he has made us partakers of the divine nature. This sets 
Christ’s mission apart from that of other great figures of history, such 
as St John the Baptist in our Gospel passage today. By our baptism 
we are born again to a new life, and all of this by the work of Jesus. 
It means that a most singular gift is given to the Christian. As our 
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Lord tells his audience in the Gospel of today, “ among those born of 
women there has been none greater than John the Baptist; yet the 
least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he .” (Matthew 
11:2-11). Sanctity does not come simply by our own energetic and 
ongoing attempt to live the Christian life worthily — even though 
this is essential. It comes from the grace of Christ and our 
cooperation with that grace, and this sanctifying grace was won for 
us by Christ on the cross. In Islam holiness is conceived as 
depending on our own efforts more or less alone — except in that 
God sustains us as he sustains all creatures. But the Christian knows 
that by his own persevering and self-denying efforts alone he will 
never attain the goodness and holiness intended for him by God. 
Holiness is God’s gift and it is given in and through the presence and 
action of grace. This sanctifying and transforming grace was won 
for us by Christ and it is in order to make divine grace available to 
man that Christ came to die for our sins. Christ spent close to three 
years teaching the people and especially his own Apostles and 
disciples, but his principal work happened over the last three days. It 
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was to suffer and die on the Cross for us and in rising from the dead 
to set in motion the conferral of the Holy Spirit on us his brethren. 
Grace is the purpose of Christ’s coming, and in that context he taught 
us to strive to be like him. 

Let us strive to be clear in our minds as to why the Son of 
God became man. All too often the popular image of Christ is a 
gentle do-gooder, half reality and half myth. He is thought of as a 
great teacher of the good life (which of course he was), but all too 
often the true point is missed. Christ is the one and only Saviour of 
mankind from sin and the source of man’s holiness both now and 
hereafter. He is the only way to the Father. 

Further reading : Catechism of the Catholic Church , no.456-460 
(Why the Word became flesh) 







115 


Monday of the Third Week of Advent 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Jer 31:10; Is 35:4 Hear the word of the Lord, 
O nations; declare it to the distant lands: Behold, our Saviour will 
come; you need no longer fear. 

Collect Incline a merciful ear to our cry, we pray, O Lord, and, 
casting light on the darkness of our hearts, visit us with the grace of 
your Son. Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Num. 24:2-7, 15-17a; Ps 25:4-9; Matt. 21:23-27 

Jesus entered the temple courts, and, while he was teaching, the chief 
priests and the elders of the people came to him. By what authority 
are you doing these things? they asked. And who gave you this 
authority? Jesus replied, I will cdso ask you one question. If you 
answer me, I will tell you by what authority I am doing these things. 
John ’s baptism — where did it come from? Was it from heaven, or 
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from men ? They discussed it among themselves and said, If we say, 
‘From heaven he will ask, 'Then why didn ’t you believe him? ’ But 
if we say, ‘From men ’— we are afraid of the people, for they all hold 
that John was a prophet. So they answered Jesus, We don 7 know. 
Then he said, Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing 
these things. (Matthew 21:23-27) 

By What Authority? One of the intriguing things in a religion is 
the authority which, in the eyes of adherents, is possessed by the 
founder of the religion or its prophets. Mahomet is The Prophet in 
Islam. He is the Messenger of God. His is the ultimate word for the 
Muslim, and all other prophets are subservient to him. For vast 
numbers of Muslims this is an unshakeable conviction, not born of 
careful comparison with the doctrines and lives of other prophets, but 
more of a firm faith in the tradition of which they are part. Their 
tradition and the book which their tradition bears along in its stream 
— the Koran — is, for them, entirely trustworthy. How is this faith 


to be accounted for? The Muslim will answer that it is due to the fact 
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that Islam and the Koran is a divine revelation. The Christian who 
does not allow that Mahomet is a prophet in the tradition of 
Abraham, Moses, the prophets of the Old Testament, and above all 
Jesus Christ, may answer that it is due to the profoundly valid truths 
which are present amid the errors — the greatest error of which is the 
denial by Islam of the divinity and redemptive mission of Jesus 
Christ. Islam’s principal truth is that there is one Supreme God, and 
that we must surrender to him in obedience. As far as it goes, this is 
very true and Islam has insisted on this with great power. The 
Christian also allows, with certain of the Alexandrian Fathers such as 
Clement and Origen, that God has always worked among those 
outside the chosen people. Just as the visible creation contains a 
revelation of God and is an echo of his voice, so pagan literature, 
philosophy and mythology — if properly understood — in various 
respects has been in God’s plan a preparation for the Gospel. 
Monotheism, in and of itself, is a very great truth. The monotheist is 
in theory more ready for the reception of the Gospel than is the 
polytheist. Of course, error and prejudice can profoundly cloud this 
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readiness for the Gospel. John Henry Newman (now beatified), for 
instance, allowed that, despite their multiple errors, pagan poets and 
sages were in some sense prophets. They were led by God to certain 
aspects of the truth, and their perception of it contributed to the 
religious truths possessed by their civilizations. 

Thus it is that the founders and prophets of the various 
religions of man gained religious authority. Zoroaster is the prophet 
of his religion and Buddha the prophet of his. Joseph Smith, 
assassinated in 1844 at the age of 38 in Illinois USA, is taken by the 
Mormons as the last prophet. His adherents have canonized some of 
his revelations as inspired texts on par with the Bible. His legacy 
includes several religious denominations, the largest of which, The 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, has millions of 
adherents. He has full authority in the religion he inaugurated. 

Now there is no problem allowing that some truths were 
attained by such figures as the case may be. The entire question is 
problematic, of course, because many in this array, while claiming to 
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occupy the supreme chair of truth, directly contradict one another. 
Now, in our Gospel today the authority of Jesus Christ is raised by 
our Lord’s enemies. “ Jesus entered the temple courts, and, while he 
was teaching, the chief priests and the elders of the people came to 
him. By what authority are you doing these things? they asked. And 
who gave you this authority ?” (Matthew 21:23-27). The fact is that 
our Lord was, by word and deed, claiming full authority to utter the 
word of God. He was doing things which no other would dare to do. 
He forgave sins. He placed his word far ahead of the word of the 
ancients: “Tow have heard that it was said of old... But 1 say to you.” 
This is not the moment to prove the supreme authority of Jesus 
Christ, but it is the moment to be reminded of it. Being reminded of 
it, it is also the moment to reject all relativism in religion. The 
Christian knows that all authority in heaven and on earth has been 
given to Christ. He, Christ, claimed this and proved it, above all by 
his rising — as he predicted — from the dead. Mahomet remains 
dead and buried, as are Zoroaster and Buddha. Christ is the yardstick 
with which to measure the truth possessed by any other teacher of 
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religion, and he is the yardstick that brings to light their errors also. 
But he is not just the supreme prophet of mankind. He is the Lord of 
all lords, the King of all kings. He is the very term and Object of 
religion, for he is God himself. 

In the scene of our Gospel today our Lord refused to answer 
the question of the chief priests and the elders because they were 
manifestly adamant in their refusal to accept his authority. Christ 
pointed to the witness about him of John. But they refused to 
respond. It reminds us that the acceptance of Christ’s authority as 
divine Teacher and Redeemer of the world depends on our moral 
willingness to accept him. Let us resolve to bear witness to the truth 
of Jesus to our world. 
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Tuesday of the Third Week of Advent 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Zechariah 14:5, 7 Behold, the Lord will 
come, and all his holy ones with him; and on that day there will be a 
great light. 

Collect O God, who through your Only Begotten Son have made us 
a new creation, look kindly, we pray, on the handiwork of your 
mercy, and at your Son's coming cleanse us from every stain of the 
old way of life. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives 
and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever 
and ever. 

Scripture today : Zephaniah 3:1-2.9-13; Ps. 34:2-3, 6-7, 17-19, 23; 
Matthew 21:28-32 

What do you think? There was a man who had two sons. He went to 
the first and said, ‘Son, go and work today in the vineyard. ’ 7 will 
not, ’ he answered, but later he changed his mind and went. Then the 



122 


father went to the other son and said the same thing. He answered, 
7 will, sir, ’ but he did not go. Which of the two did what his father 
wanted? The first, they answered. Jesus said to them, I tell you the 
truth, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are entering the kingdom 
of God ahead of you. For John came to you to show you the way of 
righteousness, and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and 
the prostitutes did. And even after you saw this, you did not repent 
and believe him. (Matthew 21:28-32) 

Repentance A wife of a fine man and mother of several children 
is discovered to have life-threatening cancer. It is cancer of the 
bowel and it has crept upon her without a single obvious symptom. 
It never occurred to her or to anyone in the family to take the 
recommended tests. The whole family is alarmed as they prepare for 
the worst. She quickly deteriorates and the doctors take 
extraordinary action. A campaign of prayer is mounted and — 
wonder! — the surgeons arrest the condition and an improvement 
begins. The woman’s life is saved and all rejoice. Another is not so 
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fortunate. A father of a family is suddenly discovered to have 
advanced melanoma and nothing avails. The cancer goes to the brain 
and all is lost. He dies leaving his beloved wife and children. 
However, there is this about his tragic death, that he died in the Lord. 
Spiritually his death was a triumph, for in his surrender he offered to 
God all that he had, his family, his prospects, his own will and all his 
preferences. He accepted the divine will and, with the last 
Sacraments, went out borne by the angels. In both cases the darkness 
turned to light. Let these cases introduce a deeper scenario and it is 
one that our Lord openly refers to in today’s Gospel passage. There 
are, again, two parties and both are in the darkness of sin. In one 
case the darkness turns to light, and in the other the darkness deepens 
and becomes inexorable. The two parties (in the Gospel passage) 
are, on the one hand the tax collectors and the prostitutes, and on the 
other the chief priests and the elders who had come to challenge 
Christ’s authority. Both were in, we might say, darkness. The tax 
collectors and the prostitutes had their trail of sin and the hostile 
leaders had theirs too, though they blindly thought their trail was one 
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of righteousness. The difference between the two groups was that 
the first, the tax collectors, repented , while the second, the leaders — 
it seems — did not. The first were like the woman who came 
through her cancer to health, or like the man who passed through 
death into the arms of God. They went from darkness to light. The 
second group, the leaders, remained in their darkness. 

Our Lord’s words remind us of the tremendous hazard that is 
inherent in deliberate sin. Sin is evil. It involves the choice of what 
is evil and as such is an offence against the all-holy God who 
sustains us in existence and observes every aspect of our action even 
during our sinning. Horrible the thought! But so it is. Now, there is 
this. Where is the guarantee that we shall repent of our sins? We 
shall have stepped into the dark, with no light in hand. At the 
moment of sinning — and it is deliberate if it has been sin — how 
can we know that we shall repent? We have no intention of this in 
the precise moment of our sinning. For instance, if we proudly 
refuse to forgive, where is the guarantee that we shall repent of this? 
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If we do not repent, God will continue to be offended. If it is a 
serious offence, then our relationship with him will have been cut 
asunder, laying us low in a spiritual death. Where is the guarantee 
that we shall be raised up, for repentance is necessary? If our course 
of sinning continues unabated, and if it takes the path of serious sin 
— such as the rejection of Christ and his message — then there is the 
danger that we shall die in our sins. All will be lost. The tax 
collectors and the prostitutes to whom our Lord refers had sinned and 
sinned repeatedly, but they accepted the grace of repentance and 
acted upon it. They passed from their darkness into the light. The 
chief priests and elders to whom our Lord was speaking display no 
intention of repenting. The more frequently Christ reduced them to 
silence, the greater their stubborn hostility grew. They continued in 
their deliberate sin, and their darkness deepened. Their spiritual 
descent is a lesson to us that the one thing we must do in life is to 
repent , and to repent repeatedly. If we sin, whether lightly or 
gravely, we must repent and without delay. Our Lord holds up the 
recognized sinners of his day as an example of the repentance that 
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must be at the heart of fallen man’s life. He must repent and do so 
continually. Repentance is the door to light. 

In our Lord’s parable, “u man had two sons. He went to the 
first and said, ‘Son, go and work today in the vineyard. ’ 7 will not, ’ 
he answered, but later he changed his mind and went ” (Matthew 
21:28-32). He repented. Our Lord concludes his strictures on the 
leaders with these words, “For John came to you to show you the 
way of righteousness, and you did not believe him, but the tax 
collectors and the prostitutes did. And even after you saw this, you 
did not repent and believe him.” The ultimate tragedy of life is not so 
much that a man sins — which while being a tragedy is not the 
ultimate tragedy. The ultimate tragedy occurs when he fails to 
repent. So repent, then! 
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Wednesday of the Third Week of Advent 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Heb 2:3; 1 Cor 4:5 The Lord will come and 
he will not delay. He will illumine what is hidden in darkness and 
reveal himself to all the nations. 

Collect Grant, we pray, almighty God, that the coming solemnity of 
your Son may bestow healing upon us in this present life and bring 
us the rewards of life eternal. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your 
Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Is. 45: 6-8.18.21-25; Ps. 85:10-14; Luke 7:18-23 

John’s disciples told him about all these things. Calling two of them, 
he sent them to the Lord to ask, “Are you the one who was to come, 
or should we expect someone else? ” When the men came to Jesus, 
they said, “John the Baptist sent us to you to ask, Are you the one 
who was to come, or should we expect someone else?’” At that very 
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time Jesus cured many who had diseases, sicknesses and evil spirits, 
and gave sight to many who were blind. So he replied to the 
messengers, “Go back and report to John what you have seen and 
heard: The blind receive sight, the lame wcdk, those who have 
leprosy are cured, the deaf hear, the dead are reused, and the good 
news is preached to the poor. Blessed is the man who does not fall 
away on account of me.'” (Luke 7:18-23) 

Dark Night Luke presents us with a surprising twist in the events 
of our Lord’s public ministry. Luke had already given the reader 
wonderful information about Jesus Christ and John the Baptist in 
their infancies. They had been deeply connected. They were 
relatives, and from their very conception their parents had known the 
essence of their missions. In the visitation of Mary to her 
kinswoman Elizabeth, Jesus and John though yet unborn had in a 
sense met, and as a result John himself had been filled with the Holy 
Spirit while still in the womb. Luke takes the reader to the 
inauguration of the public ministry of each, and then there comes the 
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meeting between Jesus and John at the river Jordan. Taking his part 
with sinners, though himself sinless, Jesus is baptized. His identity is 
announced from heaven and the Holy Spirit comes upon him. He is 
the Messiah and the beloved Son of the Father. Thus is his ministry 
as Messiah and Son launched, to the joy of John. John’s work is now 
done. Now in prison, he receives from his disciples reports of what 
Jesus is actually doing and it seems that it is not what John had 
expected. It seems that John expected from the Messiah — perhaps 
from a reading of certain passages from the Scriptures — a divine 
movement involving drama, force and speed. The good would be 
vindicated, the evil crushed. He would baptize with the Holy Spirit 
and with fire. He would purge the floor and gather the wheat into the 
barn, while the chaff he would burn with fire unquenchable (Luke 3: 
16-17). But what was Jesus doing? It did not appear to be any of 
this. John is not only puzzled, but profoundly concerned. It may be 
that John was beginning to doubt the authenticity of his own 
inspiration. He had announced to all that his principal mission was 
to prepare the way for the Messiah, and he had been led, so he 
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thought, to know who the Messiah was and to point him out. Had he 
been mistaken, or worse — deluded? It may be that from his prison 
cell, and with Satan very much at work, he was being tempted to 
think that his life had been on a wrong course. A darkness was 
descending upon him and the support of thinking that God had led 
him was starting to crumble from beneath him. 

We are only speculating here, but Luke tells us that upon 
hearing from his disciples what Jesus was doing he sent two of them 
to ask plainly if he, Jesus, was the Messiah after all. “Are you the 
one who was to come, or should we expect someone elseT ’ Our 
Lord’s reply in effect, perhaps, asked John to consider his ministry, 
as it was unfolding, in the light of many other passages in the 
Scriptures. “Go back and report to John what you have seen and 
heard: The blind receive sight, the lame walk, those who have 
leprosy are cured, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the good 
news is preached to the poor." In any case, the answer of Jesus to 
John was, yes, I am indeed the one who was to come, and my works 
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and my words are showing this. I am bringing life, life in 
abundance. But the point we could well take to heart in our passage 
today is that the life of faith (as shown in John) is not necessarily a 
life of light and full clarity. It is a life of trust in the word of God and 
obedience to his will, but this may not mean that we shall understand 
the path God is choosing for us. There are very many saints whose 
path has been one of relative darkness. There is every reason to 
think that the mother of Christ, so great a paragon of faith, was led 
along the path of darkness. Her experience during the three days of 
our Lord’s disappearance at the age of twelve may be said to have 
been iconic of her general experience, especially in times of drama 
and crisis in our Lord’s life and supremely during his Passion. 
“Child, why have you acted thus ?” At his mysterious reply, we read 
that she and Joseph “did not understand ’’’ what he said to them. 
Mary was filled with faith and grace, but not necessarily with an 
understanding of all the ways of God. The case was the same at this 
point with John the Baptist. It is the case often with those who are 
close to God and obedient to his will. Their faith is tested by their 
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lack of light, and it grows accordingly. It is a cloud of unknowing, 
and in the midst of this cloud God draws the faithful one close to 
him. We must not expect to understand, but we must trust in Jesus 
and his word, wherever the direction our following of him takes us. 

It is said that for most of her life the great and holy Teresa of 
Calcutta lived in a darkness of faith. Yet her life of love for Jesus 
and the poor was magnificent. St Therese of Lisieux lived in a 
darkness of faith. St John of the Cross speaks of what he terms the 
“Dark Night” as the great purifying element in the life of faith, 
through which the faithful one passes in his following of the Lord. 
Our Gospel today gives us a glimpse of what may have been this 
dark night in the final days of John the Baptist. Christ’s words 
remind us that there will be much in life we may not understand — 
to our unsettlement and sorrow — but “Blessed is the man who does 
not fall away on account of me." (Luke 7:18-23) 
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Thursday of the Third Week of Advent 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 119 (1181:151-152 You, O Lord, are 
close, and all your ways are truth. From of old I have known of your 
decrees, for you are eternal. 

Collect Unworthy servants that we are, O Lord, grieved by the 
guilt of our deeds, we pray that you may gladden us by the saving 
advent of your Only Begotten Son. Who lives and reigns with you in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Isaiah 54:1-10; Ps. 30:2, 4-6, 11-13; 

Luke 7:24-30 

After John’s messengers left, Jesus began to speak to the crowd 
about John: What did you go out into the desert to see? A reed 
swayed by the wind? If not, what did you go out to see? A man 
dressed in fine clothes? No, those who wear expensive clothes and 
indulge in luxury are in palaces. But what did you go out to see? A 
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prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. This is the one 
about whom it is written: 7 will send my messenger ahead of you, 
who will prepare your way before you. ’ I tell you, among those born 
of women there is no-one greater than John; yet the one who is least 
in the kingdom of God is greater than he. (All the people, even the 
tax collectors, when they heard Jesus’ words, acknowledged God’s 
plan by accepting baptism from John. But the Pharisees and experts 
in the law rejected God’s purpose for themselves, because they had 
not been baptised by John.) (Luke 7:24-30) 

The Kingdom While Greek culture in classical times was without 
peer, Roman law and administration completely eclipsed its Greek 
counterpart. The Roman Empire stood as a great political monolith 
for centuries and it was within this setting that the Son of God 
became man and died to take away the sins of the world. A central 
institution of the Roman world was its citizenship. The Roman 
citizen had a prized possession: his formal citizenship, giving him 
numerous rights. Some of these rights were the right to sue in the 
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courts and the right to be sued; the right to appear before a proper 
court and to defend oneself; the right to appeal; the right not to be 
tortured; the right not to be crucified. While Simon Peter was 
crucified, Paul was beheaded. At a critical point in his missionary 
career when he was about to be scourged in order to force him to 
reveal the reason for the opposition against him, Paul had recourse to 
his Roman citizenship. I am a Roman, and I have not been 
condemned by proper trial, he announced (Acts 22:25). The alarmed 
centurion warned his superior, who hastened to the imprisoned Paul 
to verify this. He stated that he himself gained his citizenship only at 
a great price — presumably it was a costly bribe. But I, Paul replied, 
was born with citizenship. With that the officers retreated in 
consternation, aware they had acted illegally in securing him. The 
point to be noticed here is the superior status of the Roman citizen. 
It had nothing to do with his own inner worth or personal qualities. 
It was purely and simply a factor of his citizenry status. He was a 
citizen of the Empire by acquisition or by birth. The all-holy and 
incomparable Jesus of Nazareth was not a Roman citizen, and was 
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not tried according to proper law and processes. He was simply 
handed over to the will of the mob for execution because Pilate 
feared reports going to Rome. Moreover, he was crucified, which 
Paul would never have been. Let this simple fact of Roman 
citizenship illustrate a comparison our Lord makes in our Gospel 
today. It is the comparison between great personal worth and being a 
citizen of God’s Kingdom. 

In our scene today (Luke 7: 24-30), John’s disciples had come 
to Jesus on behalf of their holy master to ask if he indeed was the 
Messiah. Christ gave them his answer and they left. Then our Lord 
spoke of John. He was a true saint, our Lord said, a very great saint. 
“A prophet ? Yes, 1 tell you, and more than a prophet. This is the one 
about whom it is written: 7 will send my messenger ahead of you, 
who will prepare your way before you. ’ I tell you, among those born 
of women there is no-one greater than John?' Our Lord with his 
forceful images was emphasising the great personal qualities of John 
the Baptist. But — and this is the important point of the passage — 
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there is a higher regime than that of which he was part. He was not a 
citizen of the Kingdom. The Kingdom was near, and had arrived in 
him, Jesus. John’s qualities were scarcely without peer, but he did 
not at that point have the citizenship , because the citizenship had not 
yet been offered. The Kingdom was very near, and in the event it 
was shown to be present in Jesus himself. Jesus himself is the King, 
and those who are in union with him by faith and baptism would 
have the citizenship. Such a one is greater than John the Baptist: “the 
one who is least in the kingdom of God is greater than he.” Our Lord 
is not saying that such a one has greater sanctity or personal qualities, 
but he is greater — just as, we might say, the Roman citizen was 
greater than the one without the citizenship. In other words, our 
Lord is holding aloft the precious status of the Kingdom. He is 
saying that nothing compares with being in this Kingdom. It is the 
prize to be sought and it brings gifts and favours beyond compare. 
All this is to say that while the religion revealed by God to the 
patriarchs Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, to Moses, David and the 
prophets right up to John was wonderful, a great leap forward was 
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made in the coming of Jesus Christ. The Gospel, though an integral 
part of the progressive revelation of God to that point, appeared with 
a grandeur and a height far above all that had preceded it. No 
prophet or king or priest could compare with Jesus Christ, and the 
one who is blessed by being in him has the blessing beyond all 
blessings. 

A person may be ordinary in talents, ordinary in 
circumstances, ordinary in achievements, ordinary in every visible 
way. But if he is a member of Jesus Christ, he has an inestimable 
pearl which gives to his life a value nothing else can offer. In effect, 
our Lord is saying that he himself is the greatest thing the world has 
ever seen or known. To come to know him, to love and serve him, is 
to be a true and active citizen of the Kingdom of heaven. This 
citizenship of God’s Kingdom is the prize beyond compare. Let us 
then make union with and service of Jesus, the one necessary thing in 
life, never to be squandered. 
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Friday of the Third Week of Advent 

Entrance Antiphon Behold, the Lord will come descending with 
splendour to visit his people with peace, and he will bestow on them 
eternal life. 

Collect May your grace, almighty God, always go before us and 
follow after, so that we, who await with heartfelt desire the coming 
of your Only Begotten Son, may receive your help both now and in 
the life to come. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives 
and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever 
and ever. 

Scripture today : Is. 56:1-3.6-8; Ps. 67:2-3, 5, 7-8; John 5:33-36 

“You have sent to John and he has testified to the truth. Not that I 
accept human testimony; but I mention it that you may be saved. 
John was a lamp that burned and gave light, and you chose for a 
time to enjoy his light. “I have testimony weightier than that of John. 
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For the very work that the Father has given me to finish, and which 1 
am doing, testifies that the Father has sent me. (John 5: 33-36) 

Hard of Heart For much of the modem period there has been a 
growing prejudice against the possibility of miracles — meaning an 
intervention by the Creator that suspends natural laws and brings 
about something that is beyond the powers of nature. David Hume 
(1711-1776) discussed miracles in his famous Enquiry concerning 
Human Understanding (Section 10), defining a miracle as “ a 
transgression of a law of nature by a particular volition of the Deity, 
or by the interposition of some invisible agent.” Hume argues that 
inasmuch as causes cannot be determined from effects, it is 
impossible to argue from the existence of the world to the existence 
of God. Miracles, then, could be the only possible support for 
theistic religions — but Hume argues that in fact miracles have never 
happened anyway. I mention Hume only to illustrate the modern 
secular prejudice against any plausibility of miracles. Miracles are 
but events the natural causes of which we are not yet aware, or they 
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are the innocent fabrications by the superstitious. The Gospels are 
full of such instances, and the resurrection of Christ is the pre¬ 
eminent example of this. Now, in fact this agnostic assumption has 
in part affected many religious scholars, and for quite some time it 
fuelled a profoundly liberal approach to the interpretation of the 
Scriptures. In the case of the theist, the supposition is that it is not in 
character for God to act in ways above nature. Rather, God acts only 
in accord with the laws of nature he himself has established. Where 
there is no belief in God anyway, of course all possibility of miracles 
is out of the question. Where there is this modern prejudice, an 
appeal to the miracles of Christ in Scripture falls on deaf ears. In 
our Gospel today, our Lord was dealing with a firm prejudice against 
his miracles, but not of the modern secular kind. His hearers 
witnessed his miracles. They saw them. They were steeped in the 
Old Testament revelation. Christ’s miracles ought to have convinced 
his enemies — many of the religious leaders, no less — that he had 
come from God. But they did not. The prejudice was unrelenting. 
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Our Lord appeals to the example and status of John. “ John 
was a lamp that burned and gave light, and you chose for a time to 
enjoy his light.” John’s holiness and prophetic status was accepted, 
and the leaders “chose” to “ enjoy his light ” (John 5: 33-36). Our 
Lord adds that this was “/or a time,” alluding to the hidden resistance 
to his message too. But in any case, his prophetic mission was 
indisputable, and the leaders did not dare to call it into question 
publicly for fear of the people. Now, our Lord says here that he had 
a testimony far weightier than did John. His work testified to him, 
and to the fact that the Father had sent him. Jesus Christ completely 
outclassed John in terms of the authority with which he taught and 
the miracles he did to support that authority. Many instances could 
be given of this. In the presence of his enemies on one occasion, our 
Lord was presented with a paralytic. He gazed at the man lying 
before him, and proceeded to forgive his sins. No prophet or king or 
priest had ever presumed to do that, and with good reason, for it was 
an act only God could do. But Jesus calmly and without hesitation 
did it. Then, to prove that he had authority to do this, he completely 
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and at a word healed the man of his paralysis. The man got up and 
walked outside carrying his mat. What could be said about this? 
How could its implications be resisted? But resisted it was. The 
resistance and mounting hostility of the scribes, the Pharisees and 
others of the leaders shows the depth to which the human spirit can 
resist the manifest action of God before them. Now, if that is so in 
reference to miracles, how much more would it be so in reference to 
the presence and work of God in ordinary life — in what is not 
miraculous. That is to say, we ought take our Lord’s words in our 
Gospel today, in which he refers to the work he has been doing, as a 
warning to us lest our hearts become hardened against grace and the 
light of conscience. The leaders hardened against Jesus Christ, 
despite the manifestations of his divine authority. Our hearts can 
harden against the grace of the Holy Spirit if we do not take steps to 
live in Christ faithfully, and to repent promptly when we fail to do 
so. 
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Let us guard against sin — all deliberate sin no matter how 
minor it may be. Our ideal ought be to avoid any deliberate sin — of 
course all sin is deliberate in the nature of the case. We must avoid 
sin, for sin offends God and hardens our hearts against him. If we 
sin, the one thing that is absolutely imperative is that we repent. We 
ought repent of the slightest deliberate sin. That must be our ideal. 
The way to goodness and sanctity of life is very largely that of 
ongoing, daily repentance from all sin. 
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The Seventeenth Day of December 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Is 49: 13 Rejoice, O heavens, and exult, O 
earth, for our Lord will come to show mercy to his poor. 

Collect O God, Creator and Redeemer of human nature, who willed 
that your Word should take flesh in an ever-virgin womb, look with 
favour on our prayers, that your Only Begotten Son, having taken to 
himself our humanity, may be pleased to grant us a share in his 
divinity. Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Genesis 49:2, 8-10; Psalm 72:1-2, 3-4ab, 7-8, 17; 
Matthew 1:1-17 

The book of the generation of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son 
of Abraham: Abraham begot Isaac. And Isaac begot Jacob. Jacob 
begot Judas and his brethren. Judas begot Phares and Zara of 
Thamar. Phares begot Esron. Esron begot Aram. Aram begot 
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Aminaclab. Aminadab begot Naasson. Naasson begot Salmon. 
Salmon begot Booz ofRahab. Boot begot Obed of Ruth. Obed begot 
Jesse. Jesse begot David the king. David the king begot Solomon, of 
her that had been the wife of Urias. Solomon begot Roboam. 
Roboam begot Abia. Abia begot Asa. Asa begot Josaphat. Josaphat 
begot Joram. Joram begot Ozias. Ozias begot Joatham. Joatham 
begot Achaz. Achaz begot Ezechias. Ezechias begot Manasses. 
Manesses begot Amon. And Anion begot Josias. Josias begot 
Jechonias and his brethren in the transmigration of Babylon. After 
the transmigration of Babylon, Jechonias begot Salathiel. Salathiel 
begot Zorobabel. Zorobabel begot Abiud. Abiud begot Eliacim. 
Eliacim begot Azor. Azor begot Sadoc. Sadoc begot Achim. Achim 
begot Eliud. Eliud begot Eleazar. Eleazar begot Mathan. Mathan 
begot Jacob. Jacob begot Joseph the husband of Mary, of whom was 
born Jesus, who is called Christ. So all the generations, from 
Abraham to David, are fourteen generations. From David to the 
transmigration of Babylon, are fourteen generations, and from the 



147 


Babylonian exile to Christ are fourteen generations. 
(Matthew 1:1-17) 

Christ and History There are a great number of individuals and 
families who are interested in their family histories. Library after 
library has its specialist in genealogical investigations and many 
websites assist people in tracking down the story of their ancestors. 
Many find their family backgrounds fascinating and as far as they are 
concerned their stories give to their own lives a framework and a 
certain meaning. Our Gospel passage today gives us Matthew’s 
genealogy of Jesus Christ showing him to be the direct descendant of 
David, and through David, of Abraham. This is not the place to 
compare and discuss in an exegetical sense this genealogy with that 
of the Gospel of Luke, but we can at least ask, what impression do 
we gain of the history that is presented in this genealogy? We gain 
many impressions, but we observe that Matthew employs a device in 
presentation. Our Lord’s entire genealogy is shown as a neat set of 
three blocks of fourteen generations. We can at least notice that 
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while Matthew chooses to present three blocks of fourteen 
generations he does not insist that there were only this number. He 
seems to have picked out the principal personages among the 
generations, while endeavouring to give a general impression. That 
impression is of things having gone to plan — God’s plan, that is. 
As we read the names mentioned, we think of the ups and downs of 
human foibles and strengths and weaknesses over some eighteen 
years prior to Christ. As illustrated in various parts of the Old 
Testament, this history is a history of God’s action and man’s very 
mixed response. Holiness and sin appear in all the nooks and 
crannies of the story of these generations, but it is nevertheless going 
according to an overarching plan. The plan is the saving plan of God 
that the Messiah will come at the appointed time. The time has been 
determined and God has the matter is in hand. Finally the flower 
appears, the jewel of the race, the hero of the ages, the King. 

Not only does our Gospel passage remind us that God has all 
in hand despite the chequered nature of the flow of human history, 
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but it reminds us of the supremacy and centrality of the person of 
Jesus. He is the apex of the story of the generations of God’s chosen 
people that began with the call of Abraham. Beyond that story of a 
family and a people, Christ is the apex of human history, a point 
brought out more clearly by Luke in his genealogy that takes our 
Lord back to Adam. Our Gospel passage today (Matthew 1:1-17) 
shows that salvation is from the Jews, and that salvation is embodied 
and offered in the greatest and most splendid person of the Jewish 
race, Jesus of Nazareth. He is the glory of the chosen people, the 
greatest and most unique of the sons of Abraham. He is the son par 
excellence of David and of Abraham, and is also their Lord. As our 
Lord reminded his critics on one occasion, David said (in one of the 
psalms), “ The Lord said to my Lord, sit on my right hand until 1 
make your enemies a footstool .” He, the Messiah is both son of 
David and is David’s Lord. Moreover, as the psalm insinuates, 
complete victory will be his. So the record of Christ’s genealogy in 
our Gospel passage today reminds us that Christ is the centre of 
everything and therefore of our own personal history and life as well. 
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So let us acknowledge him as such. Furthermore, just as a very 
human and sinful story preceded the appearance of Christ at the 
appointed time, so too our own all too human and sinful story does 
not preclude the eventual triumph of Christ in our life. God has 
things in hand. We can count on the power and the grace of God to 
bless our faulty struggles with the victory of Christ in our souls. The 
inspired genealogy of Christ in today’s Gospel gives us hope that just 
as God’s plan in Christ was fulfilled despite the flawed setting in 
which it all happened, so too God’s plan for our holiness in Christ 
can be fulfilled in our life. 

Let us ask God for the grace to trust in his power to bring to 
fruition his plan for each one of us. He brought it to fruition in the 
life of his chosen people and that fruition was the arrival of the 
Redeemer, Jesus of Nazareth, son of David, son of Abraham. So too 
by his grace, God can transform us into the image of Christ his Son, 
despite our unpromising material. 


■rb»©«dv 
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The Eighteenth Day of December 

Entrance Antiphon Christ our King is coming, he is the Lamb 
foretold by John. 

Collect Grant, we pray, almighty God, that we, who are weighed 
down from of old by slavery beneath the yoke of sin, may be set free 
by the newness of the long-awaited Nativity of your Only Begotten 
Son. Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Jeremiah 23:5-8; Psalm 72:1-2, 12-13, 18-19; 
Matthew 1:18-24 

This is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about. When his mother 
Mary was betrothed to Joseph, but before they lived together, she 
was found with child through the Holy Spirit. Joseph her husband, 
since he was a righteous man, yet unwilling to expose her to shame, 
decided to divorce her quietly. Such was his intention when, behold, 
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the angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “ Joseph, 
son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary your wife into your 
home. For it is through the Holy Spirit that this child has been 
conceived in her. She will bear a son and you are to name him 
Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins. ” All this took 
place to fulfil what the Lord had scud through the prophet: Behold, 
the virgin shall be with child and bear a son, and they shall name 
him Emmanuel, which means “God is with us. ” When Joseph awoke, 
he did as the angel of the Lord had commanded him and took his 
wife into his home. He had no relations with her until she bore a 
son, and he named him Jesus. (Matthew 1:18-25) 

Christ and Joseph It is obvious that in our passage today from the 
Gospel of St Matthew, the mystery of the person of Christ is 
considered from the perspective of Joseph. In Luke’s Gospel, the 
passages that refer to the conception of Jesus are considered 
primarily from the perspective of Mary. That having been said, the 
first thing to be observed in our passage today is that the focus is 



153 


primarily on Christ. We are invited by Matthew to gaze on the 
person of Jesus, soon to be bom. “This is how the birth of Jesus 
Christ came about,” Matthew begins (Matthew 1:18-25). So we are 
contemplating Jesus Christ, and in particular the stress here is on his 
virginal conception. Matthew is stressing that Christ was conceived 
of the Virgin Mary by the power of the Holy Spirit. Joseph, the 
husband of Mary and reputed father of Jesus, had nothing to do with 
it. Joseph was informed by an angel from on high that the child 
being carried by Mary was due to a divine intervention within her 
womb. God, not man, had brought this about and so while Mary is 
mother to the child, Joseph is aware that the child of Mary his 
betrothed is in some sense also from heaven. Furthermore, the child 
will be a male-child and comes with a great pre-ordained mission 
which the angel of God has now announced to Joseph. The son of 
Mary is to save his people from their sins. Just what this entails is 
not immediately explained. But the essence of the child’s work in 
life is set before Joseph, whom God means to be husband of Mary 
and guardian of this most singular and exalted family. Undoubtedly 
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Joseph divined that the child was none other than the Messiah and 
with his arrival Israel and the world would never be the same again. 
A champion had come from the Lord God himself, to deal with the 
world’s sin. 

While the focus of the passage is on the unborn Messiah, in 
the process of the narrative the person of Joseph is also highlighted. 
He is a “righteous man.” That is all that Matthew considers it 
necessary to say concerning him. He is one of the many humble, 
obscure, spiritually splendid instances of the religion of the Old 
Testament, of which Mary his young betrothed is the foremost. He 
was in every way “righteous”, and his response to the Angel’s words 
reflected the response of Mary to the words of the Angel Gabriel to 
her. She had stated that she was the servant of the Lord, and ready 
for whatever he disposed: “Let it be unto me according to your 
word.'” So too with Joseph. Having heard the word of God he 
obeyed immediately. He “did as the angel of the Lord had 
commanded him and took his wife into his home.” The Church’s firm 
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and authoritative Tradition bears constant witness to the fact that as 
husband and wife they lived virginally thereafter. By the power of 
the Holy Spirit his wife Mary conceived and brought her divine Son 
into the world, and Joseph enveloped both with his loving and holy 
protection. The Church’s devotion to Joseph has grown over the 
centuries and together with this devotion there has developed a great 
insight into his prodigious holiness and his special heavenly role. By 
papal proclamation he has been declared guardian of the universal 
Church. Consider what must have been the holy love between Mary 
and Joseph, and especially the intimacy between Jesus, Mary and 
Joseph over the remainder of Joseph’s life. Imagine the profound 
love at work in their daily round of duties. Imagine Christ as a child, 
a youth and young man working side by side with his foster-father at 
their common trade. Contemplate Joseph falling sick and in his final 
moments with Mary and Jesus by his side, and the beautiful and holy 
departure of Joseph from this life, a life utterly immersed in the love 
of Jesus and Mary. Imagine their sentiments at his burial. 
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Jesus, Mary and Joseph remain united in their love in heaven. 
Through our baptism we are, in Christ, members of their family 
provided we live in grace. Christ considers us as his brothers and 
sisters if we endeavour to do the will of his heavenly Father. As we 
think of our Gospel passage today, let us also resolve to cultivate a 
devotion to St Joseph. By his powerful intercession and example he 
will help us to love Jesus our Lord together with his mother Mary. 

-- 
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The Nineteenth Day of December 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Heb 10: 37 He who is to come will come 
and will not delay, and now there will be no fear within our land, for 
he is our Saviour. 

Collect O God, who through the child-bearing of the holy Virgin 
graciously revealed the radiance of your glory to the world, grant, we 
pray, that we may venerate with integrity of faith the mystery of so 
wondrous an Incarnation and always celebrate it with due reverence. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with 
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Judges 13:2-7, 24-25a; Ps. 71:3-4a, 5-6ab, 16-17; 
Luke 1:5-25 

There was in the days of Herod, the king of Judea, a certain priest 
named Zachary, of the course of Abia; and his wife was of the 
daughters of Aaron, and her name Elizabeth. And they were both 
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just before God, walking in all the commandments and justifications 
of the Lord without blame. They had no son for Elizabeth was 
barren, and they both were well advanced in years. And it came to 
pass, when he performed the priestly function in the order of his 
course before God, according to the custom of the priestly office, it 
was his lot to offer incense. He went into the temple of the Lord, and 
cdl the multitude of the people was praying outside at the hour of 
incense. And there appeared to him an angel of the Lord standing on 
the right side of the alter of incense. Zachary seeing him, was 
troubled, and fear fell upon him. But the angel said to him: Fear not, 
Zachary, for your prayer is heard; and your wife Elizabeth shall 
bear you a son, and you will ccdl his name John: And you will have 
joy and gladness, and many shall rejoice at his birth. For he will be 
great before the Ford and will drink no wine nor strong drink. He 
will be filled with the Holy Spirit even from his mother’s womb. And 
he will convert many of the children of Israel to the Lord their God. 
And he will go before him in the spirit and power of Elias that he 
may turn the hearts of the fathers unto the children, and the 
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incredulous to the wisdom of the just, to prepare unto the Lord a 
perfect people. And Zachary said to the angel: How shall I know 
this? for I am an old man, and my wife is advanced in years. And the 
angel answering, said to him: I am Gabriel, who stand before God: 
and am sent to speak to you and to bring you these good tidings. 
Behold, you will be dumb, and will not be able to speak until the day 
wherein these things shall come to pass, because you have not 
believed my words which will be fulfilled in their time. And the 
people were waiting for Zachary; and they wondered that he tarried 
so long in the temple. And when he came out, he could not speak to 
them: and they understood that he had seen a vision in the temple. 
And he made signs to them, and remained dumb. And it came to 
pass, after the days of his office were accomplished, he departed to 
his own house. And after those days, Elizabeth his wife conceived, 
and hid herself five months, saying: Thus has the Lord decdt with me 
in the days in which he has chosen to take away my reproach among 


men. (Luke 1:5-25) 
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Suffering Today our Gospel scene from St Luke narrates the 
announcement by the angel Gabriel that Zachary is to have a son 
who would be a second Elijah. While the passage extols this future 
child, it also invites us to contemplate the personages who are 
involved in this. Luke begins with fulsome praise of Zachary and his 
wife Elizabeth. They were excellent persons in the sight of God: he 
himself was a priest “of the priestly division of Abijah; his wife was 
from the daughters of Aaron, and her name was Elizabeth. Both 
were righteous in the eyes of God, obseri’ing all the commandments 
and ordinances of the Lord blamele ssly.” They were thoroughly 
Hebrew, the one a serving priest, the other a descendant of Aaron. 
They were truly obedient to God, “ observing all the commandments 
and ordinances of the Lord blamelessly ’ (Luke 1:5-25). Elsewhere 
in his infancy narrative Luke mentions other holy Israelites. 
Pre-eminent are Mary and Joseph, and we remember too Simeon and 
Anna. But here our scene invites us to consider the figures of 
Zachary and Elizabeth. They were profoundly observant of God’s 
commands, but — and let us notice the force of that word “but” — 
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they had no child. It suggests that this “disgrace before others” (as 
they viewed it) was an anomaly considering their praiseworthy lives. 
They were content in their faith and love for God but this lack of 
offspring was a long sadness and a cause for heartfelt prayer to God. 
But now, the angel appeared to Zachary to announce that his prayer 
had been heard. That prayer had obviously been persevering, 
faith-filled and pleasing to God. His wife would bear a son and he 
was to name him John. Moreover, God’s answer to Zachary’s prayer 
for a child was overflowing in generosity and blessings. Yes a son, 
but what a son! The child would be great in the sight of God, and 
would go before the Lord as another Elijah to prepare a people ready 
for his coming. He would be God’s prophet and the precursor of the 
Messiah. 

I would like to suggest that this throws further light on the 
problem of suffering and apparent evil. The words of the angel 
would seem to suggest that John the Baptist, this gift of so great a 
son who would play such an important role in the history of 
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salvation, was God’s response to the prayer of Zachary and 
Elizabeth. It was certainly profoundly connected with that prayer, 
and it would seem that in the providence of God this heartfelt 
petition of the holy couple played an important part in God’s saving 
plan. But that petition, persevering and marked by trust, was born 
and sustained by suffering. The apparent evil of being childless 
fuelled their insistent prayer, and that prayer was given a spectacular 
answer. The divine answer to their suffering was the great John the 
Baptist, about whom our Lord said that no one bom of woman had 
been greater. Other examples of this pattern could be mentioned. 
The centuries of suffering of the descendants of Jacob in the land of 
Egypt evoked the great answer from God of sending Moses to take 
them out of Egypt to the Promised Land. Their suffering led, due to 
the hand of God, to so much that was good. In Christ it ultimately 
bore fruit for the world. The suffering and evil borne by Zachary and 
Elizabeth inspired their unceasing petition and that petition issued in 
the Precursor, whose preaching and holy life proclaimed the arrival 
of the Messiah. My point is that our Gospel passage today is a 
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further indicator that in the providence of God suffering is not just a 
meaningless and dark frustration. God has his purposes and all is in 
his hands. If we but trust him, if we but obey him, if we but pray 
always and never lose heart, God in his mercy will show his 
surprises. How and when, we cannot say. Zachary showed himself 
to be limited and imperfect in his faith, for he questioned the 
reliability of the angel. We too are imperfect, but let us persevere in 
faith, obedience and prayer amid our difficulties and God will 
surprise us. 

As our Lord says in another part of the Gospel, pray always 
and never lose heart. This we must do, especially in the midst of 
long lasting suffering and evil. Let us contemplate those many 
instances in Scripture that show that this broken world and flawed 
life is in the hands of a holy and compassionate God who will hear 
our prayer and come to our aid. As St Thomas More wrote to his 
daughter while awaiting the scaffold, though I lose my head, I’ll 


come to no harm. 
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The Twentieth Day of December 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Is 11: 1; 40: 5; Lk 3: 6 A branch shall 
sprout from the root of Jesse, and the glory of the Lord will fill the 
whole earth, and all flesh will see the salvation of God. 

Collect O God, eternal majesty, whose ineffable Word the 
immaculate Virgin received through the message of an Angel and so 
became the dwelling-place of divinity, filled with the light of the 
Holy Spirit, grant, we pray, that by her example we may in humility 
hold fast to your will. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Is. 7:10-14; Ps. 24:1-2, 3-4ab, 5-6; Luke 1:26-38 

In the sixth month, the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a town of 
Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin betrothed to a man named 


Joseph, of the house of David, and the virgin’s name was Mary. And 
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coming to her, he said, “Hail, favoured one! The Lord is with you. ” 
But she was greatly troubled at what was said and pondered what 
sort of greeting this might be. Then the angel said to her, “Do not be 
afraid, Mary, for you have found favour with God. Behold, you will 
conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall name him 
Jesus. He will be great and will be called Son of the Most High, and 
the Lord God will give him the throne of David his father, and he will 
rule over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will 
be no end. ” But Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since l 
have no relations with a man?’’ And the angel said to her in reply, 
“The holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High 
will overshadow you. Therefore the child to be born will be called 
holy, the Son of God. And behold, Elizabeth, your relative, has also 
conceived a son in her old age, and this is the sixth month for her 
who was called barren; for nothing will be impossible for God. ’’ 
Mary said, “Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord. May it be done 
to me according to your word. ” Then the angel departed from her. 


(Luke 1:26-38). 
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Son and Mother Our Gospel passage today contains precious and 
splendid words addressed to Mary by the Angel Gabriel about the 
Child she is to bear. The angel was none other than Gabriel, whom 
Mary would have reverenced from her reading of the Old Testament 
(eg. Daniel 9). As we think of the Angel’s words uttered with such 
love and veneration, let us think of Christ about whom they are 
spoken. Gabriel had come to inform Mary of God’s plan, and on 
behalf of the Lord God to ask her consent. She was to bear a Son 
and his name was already given to him by the Most High. This Child 
will be great. Let us notice that there is no qualification to this word. 
He is not stated as being great in the sight of the Lord (as was John 
the Baptist), but as simply great — independent and irrespective of 
any view of him. Indeed, he is the very Son of the Highest One. The 
angel then makes it clear that this Child is the promised Messiah to 
whom will be given the throne of David for ever. His Kingdom will 
be eternal. This is the promised King and his Kingdom is the 
promised Kingdom of God. He is to be conceived of Mary the 
Virgin by the power of the Holy Spirit and will therefore be holy. 
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Twice the angel states that he is God’s Son — the Son of the Most 
High, and again, the Son of God. There is nothing like it in all the 
Scriptures. What personage had received such a description of him 
prior to his birth, a description coming from heaven itself? There was 
no precedent, no equal to him in the entire sweep of the Scriptures. 
He transcended all who went before him. The Child is unqualifiedly 
great, simply holy and is the Son of God, the Son of the Highest One. 
The Most High is his very Father. The Holy Spirit is directly 
involved too, for it is the Holy Spirit who overshadows with his 
power the Virgin, and brings about the conception of this eternal 
King. The Angel’s pronouncement about the child reveals that the 
child is divine and implies that God is a Trinity. Mary would have 
contemplated for the rest of her holy life the stunning words of the 
Angel, realizing more and more deeply their significance. 

But the words of the Angel and Mary’s response to them 
suggest things about her too. If the whole passage bespeaks 
veneration for, and praise of this holy Child who is the Messiah and 
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Son of God, then it also manifests veneration for the Virgin herself. 
The Angel addresses her with the utmost honour. She is greeted as 
the one who is full of God’s grace (Luke 1:26-38). Considering the 
constant restraint and moderation with which God and his Angels 
speak to their chosen ones in the Old Testament, this salutation of the 
Angel is most noteworthy. He speaks briefly but fulsomely, showing 
deep respect for the maiden before him. As one who himself is holy, 
as one who lives in the presence of the Holy One, as one who comes 
from heaven wherein dwell the angels, he gives her unstinting praise. 
She is full of grace and the Lord is with her. We have in those words 
the germ of the future doctrines of the Immaculate Conception of the 
sinless Virgin and her Assumption, body and soul, into heaven. She 
is full of grace and the Lord is with her, and this is the case from the 
first moment of her conception to the moment of her death. Never 
did sin touch her, and this by the power of grace and her unfailing 
cooperation with the will of God. These prerogatives of grace were 
clearly bestowed on her in view of her unique vocation of being the 
mother of the Messiah, the Son of the Most High God. But her 
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greatest glory was her unceasing acceptance of, and obedience to, the 
will of God. Once she knew what God wished, she accepted it 
totally. Her simple words say it all: “5c it done unto me according to 
your word.” That was the refrain of her holy life, and I suppose these 
very words were repeated by her in her heart time and time again as 
the salvific plan of God gradually unfolded, with all its demanding 
surprises. This was what the wondrous Child saw daily during those 
hidden years of Nazareth and which he praised when he had occasion 
to say that “ blessed rather are those who hear the word of God and 
keep it.'’’’ 


As we think of the Angel addressing and venerating both the 
Child Jesus and Mary his virginal mother, let us take our cue from 
this messenger from heaven and resolve ourselves to venerate Jesus 
and Mary. Jesus is the object of the Christian life. He is the Way, 
the Truth and the Life. Mary is our help. She is the help of 


Christians in their quest to love Christ with all their heart and soul. 
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Let us venerate and love her as did the Angel, and ask her to help us 
be a true servant of the Lord as was she. 
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The Twenty-first Day of December 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Is 7: 14; 8: 10 The Lord and Ruler will be 
coming soon, and his name will called be Emmanuel, because he will 
be called God-with-us. 

Collect Hear in kindness, O Lord, the prayers of your people, that 
those who rejoice at the coming of your Only Begotten Son in our 
flesh may, when at last he comes in glory, gain the reward of eternal 
life. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns 
with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Song of Songs 2:8-14 or Zephaniah 3:14-18a; 

Psalm 33:2-3, 11-12, 20-21; Luke 1:39-45 

During those days Mary set out and travelled to the hill country in 
haste to a town of Judah, where she entered the house of Zechariah 
and greeted Elizabeth. When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the 
infant leaped in her womb, and Elizabeth, filled with the holy Spirit, 
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cried out in a loud voice and said, “Most blessed are you among 
women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. And how does this 
happen to me, that the mother of my Lord should come to me? For at 
the moment the sound of your greeting reached my ears, the infant in 
my womb leaped for joy. Blessed are you who believed that what 
was spoken to you by the Lord would be fulfilled.” (Luke 1,39-45) 

The Blessed Virgin Mary The classic Protestant position has been 
suspicious of honour rendered to Mary as taking away from that due 
to Christ, and even in some instances as replacing what is due to him. 
This is much less the case now when some Protestant theologians are 
appreciating anew the figure of Mary in Scripture. Indeed, many 
claim that Mary will be a uniting force within ecumenism. Years ago 
I was told that the great Evangelical Protestant preacher Billy 
Graham once emphatically reminded his audience that Mary is the 
mother of the Saviour. Be that as it may, St Luke, in telling his 
readers that it was precisely when Elizabeth was filled with the Holy 
Spirit that she uttered her words, was informing us that her praise of 
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Mary came from the heart of God. It is not hard to see in the Gospels 
clear evidence of the infant Church’s veneration for Mary. By means 
of the precious recollections contained in his infancy account, St 
Luke was sanctioning and nourishing for the future the honour given 
to Mary by the infant Church. Our Gospel passage for today is an 
obvious case in point. St Luke reports the rapture of praise for Mary 
uttered by her kinswoman Elizabeth, and surely his interest in doing 
so reflects the sentiment for Mary of the apostolic Church. So then, 
let us contemplate her who is the principal protagonist of our passage 
today. Out of concern for her relative who was advanced in years, 
Mary went in haste to the hill country of Judah and entered the house 
of Zachary and Eli z abeth. Consider the scene! Holy Mary was there. 
So was Elizabeth who was — together with her husband Zachary — 
“just before God, walking in all the commandments and justifications 
of the Lord without blame.” In that house, then, there were three 
excellent specimens of Old Testament religion, and one of them 
(Mary) was the very best. As well as this, the unborn Messiah and 
his Precursor were present in the womb. The Holy Spirit was very 
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active and at this instant moving Elizabeth to utter her inspired words 
in a “loud voice .” Let us consider her words. 

Mary is “most blessed among women," and “ blessed ” is her 
unborn child. Mary herself will respond by acknowledging that all 
generations will call her blessed — because of her child. So she is 
most blessed, suggesting her unparalleled status among Christ’s 
faithful. She is the foremost servant of the Lord, the first and 
greatest Christian. Elizabeth humbly and full of gratitude asks how 
is it that she has been so honoured as to receive a visit from the 
mother of her Lord. It was because of her deep love and veneration 
for God and for her unborn Lord, that she was so appreciative of the 
visit to her of the Queen mother, the mother who had arrived to assist 
her. The history of God’s chosen people was reaching its crescendo 
and both Mary and Elizabeth knew it. Elizabeth carried a second 
Elijah who would go before the Lord to prepare a people fit for him, 
and in Mary the Lord himself had arrived, being carried in the womb 
by her, his holy mother. So Mary is mother of the Lord and most 
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blessed among women. Not only did Elizabeth exult but her child 
exulted too, for “at the moment the sound of your greeting reached 
my ears,” she said, “ the infant in my womb leaped for joy.” Elizabeth 
tells us more about the blessedness of the Virgin Mary. She was 
especially blessed because of her faith in the word of God. “ Blessed 
are you who believed that what was spoken to you by the Lord would 
be fulfilled.” Mary was blessed because of her calling to be the 
mother of the Messiah the Son of God. She was blessed for being 
full of grace and having the Lord with her, as the Angel Gabriel 
stated. She was especially blessed in her faith. She believed totally 
“that what was spoken to her by the Lord would be fulfilled.” Mary, 
the mother of Christ, is the greatest of Christ’s disciples in her faith. 
In all that happened subsequent to these words of Elizabeth, Mary 
did not once doubt that all that God had promised would be fulfilled. 

Let us resolve to share in the attitude of Elizabeth towards 
Mary the mother of Christ. Let us love and venerate her as most 
blessed among women, blessed especially for her faith in God and in 
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his word. Let us understand that just as Mary was Elizabeth’s help, 
so she is the help of all Christians. She, the blessed virgin Mary, will 
help us be what she was so pre-eminently, a true servant of the Lord. 

-- 
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The Twenty-second Day of December 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 24 (23): 7 O gates, lift high your heads; 
grow higher, ancient doors. Let him enter, the king of glory! 

Collect O God, who, seeing the human race fallen into death, 
willed to redeem it by the coming of your Only Begotten Son, grant, 
we pray, that those who confess his Incarnation with humble fervour 
may merit his company as their Redeemer. Who lives and reigns 
with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 1 Samuel 1:24-28; 1 Samuel 2:1, 4-5, 6-7, 8abcd; 

Luke 1:46-56 

And Maty said: “My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord; my 
spirit rejoices in God my saviour. For he has looked upon his 
handmaid’s lowliness; behold, from now on will all ages call me 
blessed. The Mighty One has done great things for me, and holy is 
his name. His mercy is from age to age to those who fear him. He 
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has shown might with his arm, dispersed the arrogant of mind and 
heart. He has thrown down the rulers from their thrones but lifted 
up the lowly. The hungry he has filled with good things; the rich he 
has sent away empty. He has helped Israel his servant, remembering 
his mercy, according to his promise to our fathers, to Abraham and 
to his descendants forever. ” Mary remained with her about three 
months and then returned to her home. (Luke 1:46-56) 

The Magnificat The Old Testament is a collection of writings of 
such variety in period, genre and subject that one could legitimately 
long for some sort of authoritative synthesis, especially in respect to 
its revelation of God. Amid its plethora of history, prayers and 
poems, philosophical ruminations, prophecies and exhortations, what 
does it reveal God to be like? Are there any (what we might call) 
summaries that encapsulate the heart of its revelation? There are, and 
I would suggest that the prayer of Mary in our Gospel passage today 
is one such. It reveals the soul of Mary, this unique Daughter of 
Sion, and it expresses as well the doctrine of the Old Testament on 
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the Almighty One. St Luke tells us that it was Mary’s prayer and 
that she uttered it on entering the house of Elizabeth, so we must 
assume that this fact was reported to him by Mary herself. Perhaps it 
was a prayer that Mary had formed well before from her prayerful 
reading of the Scriptures, a prayer drawn from various sources in the 
Old Testament. Perhaps too it was a prayer that Mary continued to 
pray over the years of her life. Whatever of that speculation, it is a 
prayer that extols the God of her fathers, the God of Abraham and his 
children of which she was by far the holiest. Her prayer gathers up 
the spiritual life and belief of the Old Testament and points us to its 
fulfilment in the New. God is the Almighty One who does great 
things, and holy is his name. We think of the vision of the prophet 
Isaiah, in which God is revealed as thrice holy. Moreover, he acts in 
history displaying power and mercy towards the humble and needy, 
setting aside the proud and rich and oppressive. God is almighty and 
his might is manifested in his mercy. He is the Saviour. So who is 
God as he reveals himself in the Old Testament? He is the Almighty, 
Merciful and Holy Saviour. But Mary utters this as the one who 
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carries the Messiah. He, the Messiah, is the full revelation of this 
Saviour God and this revelation is given to us supremely on the 
Cross. 


Not only does this prayer of Mary — which the Church has 
traditionally called the Magnificat (from its first words in Latin) — 
tell us of God. It also tells us of Mary. Elizabeth has already, in the 
Holy Spirit, proclaimed that Mary, the mother of the Lord, is blessed 
among women for her faith. In Mary’s own prayer in response, she 
foresees that due to the greatness of God, all generations will call her 
blessed. She is the Blessed Virgin Mary and till the end of time and 
into eternity the Church will proclaim her as blessed. She is this 
because God her Saviour has done great things for her. God is great , 
she proclaims. Inasmuch as Islam’s catchcry is that God is great, 
Mary the mother of Jesus ought be dear to the followers of Mahomet. 
Mary proclaimed God to be great long before Mahomet. But we can 
see that Mary is especially filled with the thought that God saves, and 
that his salvation is marked by mercy. He has mercy on those who 
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fear him in every generation. He “ has lifted up the lowly. He has 
filled the hungry with good things He “has come to the help of his 
serx’ant Israel for he remembered his promise of mercy, the promise 
he made to our fathers, to Abraham and his children for ever ” (Luke 
1:46-56). This merciful consideration of God for those in need and 
for the lowly and the hungry, shaped her entire soul. We see passing 
evidence of it in the wedding feast of Cana when the mother of Jesus 
approached her Son and told him that they had no wine. Christ knew 
what she was asking, and he acted. Let us remember too that Christ 
described the Last Judgment in terms of justice and mercy towards 
others (Matthew 25). I was hungry and you gave me food, he will 
say to those on his right. What is important to God is concern for 
those in need. How much, then, must this have distinguished the 
heart of Mary! She is the Mother of Mercy, and we can confidently 
turn to her in our prayers, asking her help before God. 

Let us treasure prayer to the Blessed Virgin Mary. She is the 
help of Christians and is the mother of Mercy. “ Hail Mary, full of 
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grace, the Lord is with you. Blessed are you among women and 
blessed is the fruit of your womb, Jesus.'’’’ There we have the 
testimony of both the angel Gabriel and of Mary’s kinswoman 
Elizabeth. Let each of us respond as does the whole Church, “Holy 
Mary, mother of God, pray for us sinners, now and at the hour of our 
death.'’’’ 
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The Twenty-third Day of December 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Is 9: 5; Ps 72 (71): 17 A child shall be born 
for us, and he will be called God, the Almighty; every tribe of the 
earth shall be blest in him. 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, as we see how the Nativity of 
your Son according to the flesh draws near, we pray that to us, your 
unworthy servants, mercy may flow from your Word, who chose to 
become flesh of the Virgin Mary and establish among us his 
dwelling, Jesus Christ our Lord. Who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Malachi 3:1-4, 23-24; Psalm 25: 4-5ab, 8-9, 10, 14; 
Luke 1: 57-66 

When the time arrived for Elizabeth to have her child she gave birth 
to a son. Her neighbours and relatives heard that the Lord had 
shown his great mercy toward her, and they rejoiced with her. When 
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they came on the eighth day to circumcise the child, they were going 
to ccdl him Zechariah after his father, but his mother scud in reply, 
“No. He will be called John. ” But they answered her, “There is no 
one among your relatives who has this name. ” So they made signs, 
asking his father what he wished him to be ccdled. He asked for a 
tablet and wrote, “John is his name, ” and all were amazed. 
Immediately his mouth was opened, his tongue freed, and he spoke 
blessing God. Then fear came upon cdl their neighbours, and cdl 
these matters were discussed throughout the hill country of Judea. 
All who heard these things took them to heart, saying, “What, then, 
will this child be?” For surely the hand of the Lord was with him. 
(Luke 1: 57-66) 

The Hand of Mercy A fire rages across part of the outback 
countryside and leaves smoke and ruin in its wake. People flee with 
barely the clothes on their backs, and precious family heirlooms are 
lost forever, among them the family albums. The family albums! 
Ordinary photos that mean nothing to the general public can have an 
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immense significance to the families concerned. Fading photos of 
great-grandparents, the old family letters fastened in the album with 
the ancient and yellowing photos, photos of the grown-up children 
when they were babes in arms — all now gone. Perhaps someone 
had spent numerous hours over many years putting the photos 
together and now there is nothing. What do they mean for those 
involved? The photo of that infant who was the grandparent of the 
present father of several children is not only a precious picture of a 
beloved ancestor, but is symbolic of the numerous blessings that 
have flowed through the generations. As the family leafs through the 
album, it thinks of the good things that have come to pass from those 
very ordinary beginnings. The great-grandfather who lived what is 
considered to be a fairly ordinary life, in the event proved to be the 
source of so many blessings, principally the blessing of life to others 
to come. The photo, viewed by the family, reveals that his ordinary 
life and the humdrum events that made it up was, in germ, far richer 
and greater than it seemed at the time. The past is recalled with its 
flourishing outcome — the present — in mind. The past is thus 
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perceived as having been richer far than was realized then. The 
family photo-album shows that present blessings can be much greater 
than what appears, and their greatness can become manifest in time. 
More deeply still, the past as viewed from vantage of the present can 
show that the hand of God, giving us good things now, is preparing 
to give even better things to come. The hand of God in ordinary 
events is a hand bringing future blessings and mercy to man. The 
spoiler is sin. Still, the hand of God is greater far. 

In our Gospel today (Luke 1:57-66), a seemingly ordinary 
event, the birth of the child of Elizabeth and Zechariah, is perceived 
by people as an act of God’s mercy. God had been good to the 
couple and had taken away their profound disappointment. Their 
neighbours and relatives rejoiced. “ When the time arrived for 
Elizabeth to have her child she gave birth to a son. Her neighbours 
and relatives heard that the Lord had shown his great mercy toward 
her, and they rejoiced with her.” As with any birth it was cause for 
rejoicing now, and it looked forward to good things to come. God’s 
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present gift was a harbinger of gifts in the future. But this time, the 
joy of heaven erupts on the visible scene with signs of the mercies to 
come. Surprisingly, the mother of the child announces that the name 
of the child is to be John (in Hebrew, Yochanan meaning “The Lord 
is gracious”). How did the mother come by this name? The father is 
called and asked how he wanted the child called, and he wrote, John 
(Yochanan). This was a wonder, and indicates to us that, just as to 
the father, so to the mother there had been a heavenly 
communication of the name of the child. But then the father 
suddenly regains speech and praises God. God is intervening to 
portend in the mercy of the present and the mercies to come. The 
special joy and richness of the present will not be left to the future to 
be understood. To a point, it is being revealed now. It is as if God 
cannot restrain his joy at the redemption which he has made to 
appear on the horizon. It is not being left to the future to appreciate. 
God is saying to the small circle around the tiny babe, Look! My 
hand is with him! I shall take him with me to something glorious. 


God would soon do more than this at the birth of the Messiah. The 
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angels would appear rejoicing, the Magi would come to worship, and 
Simeon and Anna would prophesy. The mercy of the present was 
being revealed as pregnant with mercies for the future. And so we 
read that “fear came upon all their neighbours, and all these matters 
were discussed throughout the hill country of Judea. All who heard 
these things took them to heart, saying, ‘What, then, will this child 
be? ’ For surely the hand of the Lord was with him ” (Luke 1:57-66). 

Just as the hand of the Lord was with John in bringing about 
the good things God had planned, so the hand of the Lord is with 
each one of us. God’s providence in our regard is very, very 
particular. The Lord of the universe is tracing our path with his 
finger ahead of us, and his kindly hand behind us. Let us look on the 
mercies of the past as signals of mercies now and in the future. Sin 
is the enemy of God’s kindly plan — the sin within us and the sin 
around us — but God’s powerful mercy is greater, far the greater. 
Let us entrust ourselves to the hand of God, then! He loves us. 
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Fourth Sunday of Advent 

Prayers this Sunday : Let the clouds rain down the just One, and the 
earth bring forth a Saviour (Isaiah 45:8) 

Lord, fill our hearts with your love, and as you revealed to us by an 
angel the coming of your Son as man, so lead us through his 
suffering and death to the glory of his resurrection. We ask this 
through our Lord Jesus Christ your Son in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Isaiah 7:10-14; Psalm 24:1-6; 

Romans 1:1-7; Matthew 1:18-24 

This is how the birth of Christ happened. When his mother Mary 
was betrothed to Joseph, before they came together, she was found to 
be with child by the Holy Spirit. Whereupon Joseph her husband, 
being a just man, and not willing publicly to expose her, intended to 
put her away privately. But while he thought on these things, behold 
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the angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph, 
son of David, fear not to take to yourself Mary as your wife, for that 
which is conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son 
and you will call his name JESUS. For he will save his people from 
their sins. ” Now all this was done so that what was spoken by the 
prophet might be fulfilled, “Behold a virgin will be with child and 
will bring forth a son, and they will call his name Emmanuel, which 
means, God with us. ” And Joseph waking from his sleep did as the 
angel of the Lord had commanded him and took his wife to himself. 
(Matthew 1:18-24) 

Do Good, Avoid Evil It is very obvious that during our Lord’s 
public ministry very many misunderstood his mission. It is clear, in 
fact, that numerous people completely misunderstood the mission of 
the expected Messiah and had no notion of his divinely ordained 
methods. Very commonly, his kingship was understood as a political 
and perhaps a military one. Our Gospel passage today makes it clear 
that St Joseph was informed from heaven, through the person of the 
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angel, just what the mission of his future foster-son would be. 
Joseph is not told very much about the mission of his wife’s child but 
the essential point is there. It was to save his people from their sins. 
Mary his betrothed “ will bear a son and you are to name him Jesus, 
because he will save his people from their sins ” (Matthew 1:18-24). 
The burden afflicting and bringing death to God’s people are their 
sins, and the child will save his people from them. This 
announcement of the Saviour’s mission gives us the opportunity to 
think a little about sin , for sin was the preoccupation of God in 
sending his divine Son to us. St Paul tells us that of themselves all 
men are under the power of sin, and that the wages of sin are death. 
The Ten Commandments spell out very clearly the ways God’s 
chosen people can and do sin, but what is to be said of those who 
have not heard God’s voice as expressed in the Ten Commandments? 
Well, there is another voice. Man has been endowed by God with a 
conscience commanding him to do good and avoid evil. This is a 
natural law implanted in his very being. St Paul writes in the Letter 


to the Romans that “/ have been sold as a slave to sin. 1 cannot 
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understand my own behaviour. I fail to carry out the things I want to 
do, and 1 find myself dong the very things I hate. When I act against 
my own will, that means that I have a self that acknowledges that the 
Law is good, and so the thing behaving in that way is not my own self 
but sin living in me." So St Paul states that “I have a self that 
acknowledges that the Law is good.” Every man and woman has this 
“self,” this voice within. All have a conscience and whatever be the 
errors of people in their practical moral judgment, the basic 
command of conscience is clear. The good must be done and evil 
avoided. It is a basic natural law commanding that each person seek 
to know what is the right thing to do, and then to do it. 

This natural moral law pressed on each person by his 
conscience is absolute, and all know this to be the case. When the 
Second World War ended, various Nazis were put on trial at 
Nuremburg for crimes against humanity. It was no excuse to say that 
“I was told to do it” because there was (and is) a higher law than that 


of the state. The natural moral law is above all and is to be used in 
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judging the morality of rulers and states. Knowing as he does that 
the good is to be done and evil avoided, each person instinctively 
knows that the life of another must be respected. It is part of the 
natural law, and this law is objective. All instinctively know that it is 
wrong to steal and to rape and to kidnap and to commit adultery. Of 
course, generally an education in these moral prescriptions is needed 
and the education should be good and correct. But the upshot of 
such an ethical or religious education is that the one thus educated 
recognizes in his own mind and without further appeal to authority 
that certain things are wrong. If one does violate the natural moral 
law at least in respect to the obvious rights of others, then 
irrespective of whether one has a religion to help, the offender will 
be liable to being punished. Furthermore, if one has a religious 
sense, one will instinctively recognize that these dictates of one’s 
natural moral sense express the will and pleasure of God. That is to 
say, the prudent and religious man knows that the voice of 
conscience is a faint echo of the voice of God, beginning with that 
“voice” from within which says that the good must be done and evil 
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avoided. Violations of the natural moral law are sins, and most have 
a sense of this. The immoral person vaguely senses that he is 
displeasing to God. I do think, incidentally, that an important basis 
of harmony and cooperation among the religions of the world and 
among all people of goodwill, is the universality of the natural moral 
law and its natural connection with God and therefore with religion. 
All religions must conform to what is known to be right and wrong 
— that is, to the natural moral law. Now, my point in discussing 
conscience and the natural law is to relate it to Christ and his 
mission. Conscience characteristically instils a sense of having 
offended God, which is to say of having sinned. Revealed religion 
answers to the natural sense of sin, for the Good News is that a 
Saviour has come. Christ came to save all men from their sins. 

Let us think of the sins of the world when we think of the 
saving mission of Christ. He came to save man from his sins, 
whether or not man knew or knows of the Ten Commandments or 


the commands of Christ. Christ is the Lamb of God who takes away 
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the sin of the world. We are called to belong to him and belonging to 
him means renouncing sin and embracing faith in Jesus and all that 
Jesus has revealed. We are also called to bring Jesus to others, and 
with him to bring the Good News of salvation from sin. 

Further reading : The Catechism of the Catholic Church, 
no. 1950-1964 (Natural Law) 
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The Twenty-fourth Day of December (Morning Mass) 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Gal 4: 4 Behold, when the fullness of time 
had come, God sent his Son into the world. 

Collect Come quickly, we pray, Lord Jesus, and do not delay, that 
those who trust in your compassion may find solace and relief in 
your coming. Who live and reign with God the Father in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 2 Samuel 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16; Ps. 89:2-5, 27 29; 
Luke 1:67-79 

John’s father Zachary was filled with the Holy Spirit; and he 
prophesied, saying: "Blessed be the Lord God of Israel; because he 
has visited and wrought the redemption of his people. He has raised 
up a Saviour for us in the house of David his servant. From the 
beginning he promised by his holy prophets salvation from our 
enemies and from the hand of all who hate us. He promised mercy to 
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our fathers and to remember his holy covenant. This was the oath he 
swore to Abraham our father that he would grant to us, that being 
delivered from the hand of our enemies, we might ser\’e him without 
fear in holiness and justice in his presence all our days. And you, 
child, will be called the prophet of the Highest. You will go before 
the face of the Lord to prepare his way to give knowledge of 
salvation to his people for the remission of their sins. Through the 
mercy of our God, in which the dawn from on high will come to 
enlighten those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, to 
direct our feet into the way ofpeace. ” (Luke 1:67-79) 

Zachary’s Prophecy Our Gospel passage today gives us a 
prophecy. It comes in the words of Zachary the priest who, St Luke 
tells us, was at this moment filled with the Holy Spirit and 
prophesied. Other priests before him had prophesied. For instance, 
the prophet Ezechiel had been a priest. This is to say that this word 
uttered by Zachary, the father of John the Baptist, was the word of 
God. It spoke of the coming Messiah and of the Precursor who 
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would go before him. Zachary’s words, inspired by the Holy Spirit, 
spoke of God who was coming to set his people free. God was 
sending a Saviour, a Saviour of might and power bom of the House 
of David. He was the Messiah, the King who would liberate God’s 
people from their enemies and from all who hated them. It was the 
fulfilment of the generic prophecy that had long sustained the hope 
of the people and which was all too prone to be interpreted in a 
crassly political, military or economic sense, a sense modelled on the 
memory of the liberation from slavery in Egypt. Too many thought 
that the coming Kingdom of God would be a far greater kingdom, 
but still of this world. Zachary points to something purer, something 
far more to do with the life of religion and the soul. The liberation 
which God was coming to effect was to enable his people “to 
worship him without fear, holy and righteous in his sight all the days 
of our life .” God was coming to enable his people to love and 
worship him, to live righteously and in holiness all the days of life. 
Zachary prophesies salvation by the forgiveness of sin. His son John 
will be “ called the prophet of the Most High ” and will “go before the 
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Lord to prepare his way, to give his people knowledge of salvation by 
the forgiveness of their sins." (Luke 1:67-79) The prophecy of 
Zachary coming at the end of the Old Testament and the beginning 
of the New points to an altogether new kind of salvation. 

Just as Zachary in his prophecy connects John, the prophet of 
the Most High, with the Saviour from the House of David, so too 
does the rest of the Gospel story. Thirty years later, John appears in 
the wilderness preaching a baptism of repentance and calling on the 
people to prepare the way of the Lord and to make his path straight. 
He points to Jesus as the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the 
world. The problem besetting the world is the presence and action of 
sin. Sin is so deeply embedded, so all pervasive in its extent, so 
powerful in its influence and so devastating of man’s prospects, that 
any true answer to it is utterly beyond the powers of man and the 
world. Who could possibly come to grips with this problem? 
Wherein could lie the answer? Sin could only be answered by God. 
He alone could redeem man from the sin man deliberately committed 
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and which he continues to commit. God’s answer was to send a 
Saviour, a mighty Saviour whom nothing and no one could 
overcome. But there was a profound surprise in the entire process. 
Not only did it turn out that the liberation from what oppressed man 
was not at its root a political, economic or military liberation — even 
though it included these implications, but the saving work of God 
would be exercised precisely in weakness. The victorious Messiah 
liberated man by embracing rejection, suffering and immense 
cruelty. He suffered, died and seemed to be defeated, and therefore 
looked as though he had left everything as it was before. But no. By 
his death he expiated for the sins of man and won for him a share in 
the divine life, the life of the Holy Spirit. This life is conferred on 
each person at his baptism into the great family of God, the Church. 
We, each of us who have been baptized, have been redeemed from 
sin and have the opportunity to become holy. That is to say, we are 
called and empowered by grace to become transformed into the 
image of Christ. Sin is to go, and grace is to come. That was the 


prophecy. 
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Let us prayerfully immerse ourselves in the prophecy of 
Zachary, uttered under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit. It tells us of 
the Saviour and the redemption he brought to each of us who accept 
him as Lord. It reminds us of John who pointed to him as the Lamb 
who would take away the world’s sin. Let us then in our hearts and 
on our lips acknowledge Jesus as Saviour, and every day renounce 
the sin for which, by his death and resurrection, he has expiated on 
our behalf. 
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Christmas Vigil Mass 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ex 16: 6-7 Today you will know that the 
Lord will come, and he will save us, and in the morning you will see 
his glory. 

Collect O God, who gladden us year by year as we wait in hope 
for our redemption, grant that, just as we joyfully welcome your 
Only Begotten Son as our Redeemer, we may also merit to face him 
confidently when he comes again as our Judge. Who lives and reigns 
with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Isaiah 62:1-5; Psalm 89:4-5, 16-17, 27, 29; 

Acts 13:16-17,22-25; Matthew 1:18-25 

This is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about: His mother Mary 
was pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came together, 
she was found to be with child through the Holy Spirit. Because 
Joseph her husband was a righteous man and did not want to expose 
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her to public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly. But 
after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in 
a dream and said, Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take 
Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived in her is from 
the Holy Spirit. She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him 
the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins. All 
this took place to fulfil what the Lord had said through the prophet: 
The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and they 
will call him Immanuel — which means, God with us. When Joseph 
woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had commanded him and 
took Mary home as his wife. But he had no union with her prior to 
her giving birth to a son. And he gave him the name Jesus. 
(Matthew 1:18-25) 

The Redeemer Christmas day is a famous annual day throughout 
the world. While it is celebrated in a fairly secular manner in various 
societies, most are aware that it is a very important religious 
anniversary. On that day the world celebrates the birth of Jesus 
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Christ. We are familiar with the details of his birth not only because 
of our reading of the Gospels, but because of the depiction of the 
event in so many ways during the Christmas season. It even appears 
on postage stamps. But let us remember this. During the entire life 
of Christ, no one may have known of many of the events associated 
with his birth — such as the intervention of the angel to Joseph, as 
narrated in our Gospel today — apart from the holy family of Jesus, 
Mary and Joseph. Indeed, these events may not have been divulged 
by Mary his mother till quite some time after his ascension. When 
brought to light and recorded in the Gospels, they would have been 
seen as a precious Prologue of all that had happened. Especially 
significant was the announcement by the angel of the mission of the 
coming Messiah. In that annunciation, he was not announced as 
being a political redeemer — as Samson had been, for instance. 
Though Jesus was son of David, there is no mention by the Angel of 
his establishing, as David did, a temporal kingdom. Rather, he 
would save his people from their sins. This was not a mission given 
to the great ones before him — not to Noah, nor to Abraham, nor to 
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Moses, nor to Joshua or the judges, nor to any of the prophets, nor to 
the political liberators, such as the Maccabees. His mission was 
unique. He would save his people from their sins. Notice this detail, 
too. The angel does not say to Joseph that the formal mission of the 
Child would be to reveal to the people their sins. Prophets had done 
this. He too would do this, but it was not his essential mission. His 
essential mission would be to save them from their sins — of which 
they should have been implicitly aware. He would reconcile them to 
God. The words of the angel assume the fact of sin. They imply that 
the people ought know the fact of sin, and that they ought to yearn 
for a remedy. The angel was bringing the good news of the remedy. 

It is the sense of sin which gives to the birth of Jesus Christ 
such a gladness and such an aura. The sense of sin is something we 
ought to have, even if Jesus Christ were not to have appeared in our 
midst. I remember a man once saying that he was firmly convinced 
of original sin. He meant by this that it was as plain as the day to 


him that man was enmeshed in sin and that he could not extricate 
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himself from it. This fact was evident to ordinary perception. He 
had no need of divine revelation to know the fact of sin. Now, if we 
do not have a sense of sin, what are we rejoicing about when the 
anniversary of the birth of Christ comes around? The fame of Christ 
merely as a religious teacher would scarcely warrant the celebrations 
that constitute Christmas. After all, there many things in the 
religious and moral teaching of Christ that the mind of man could 
perceive even by his own industry. The signal work of Jesus Christ 
was his liberation of man from the power of sin, and his 
simultaneous placing of man in a filial relationship with the triune 
God by the power of his grace. More than anything, he came to do 
what the angel said to Joseph he would do, which was to save his 
people from their sins. On Christmas day we ought think of the fact 
of sin and its enormity. We ought think of what it is we have been 
liberated from, and we ought think of the results of this liberation. 
Had God not redeemed us from our sins we would have been lost, 
absolutely lost. Mysteriously, it cost God immense suffering to save 
the world — the work of his hands — from sin. I repeat, if this is not 
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borne in mind, there will be a certain emptiness in the celebration of 
Christmas. Very many people are bored by Christmas day — and 
they depend on interesting diversions to make the day worthwhile. It 
cannot be boring if we understand the sin that afflicts us from cradle 
to grave and the marvellous breakthrough effected by Jesus Christ. 
Death and all that leads to death is everywhere. There is one hope, 
and it is the message of Christmas as announced by the angel: Jesus 
Christ has saved his people from their sins. 

On Christmas day we come to Mass to unite ourselves with 
our Redeemer. We resolve to make a new beginning in our Christian 
life. We gather with our families and renew all that is wholesome 
and worthwhile in our everyday lives. We have a few days of 
holiday to help us do this. Let us celebrate Christmas in the way that 
will be useful and fulfilling, by thinking of our sins and of the 
Redeemer who by his Incarnation, Death and Resurrection, saved us 


from them. 
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Further reading : The Catechism of the Catholic Church, no. 525-526 
(The Christian mystery) 
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Christmas Day (Mass during the Night) 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 2: 7 The Lord said to me: You are my Son. It 
is I who have begotten you this day. 

Or: Let us all rejoice in the Lord, for our Saviour has been bom in 

the world. Today true peace has come down to us from heaven. 

Collect O God, who have made this most sacred night radiant with 
the splendour of the true light, grant, we pray, that we, who have 
known the mysteries of his light on earth, may also delight in his 
gladness in heaven. Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Isaiah 9:1-6; Psalm 96:1-3, 11-13; 

Titus 2:11-14; Luke 2:1-14 

It happened that in those days there went out a decree from Caesar 
Augustus that the whole world was to be enrolled. This census was 
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first made by Cyrinus the governor of Syria. All went to be enrolled, 
each to his own city. Joseph cdso went up from Gcdilee from the 
town of Nazareth into Judea to the city of David called Bethlehem, 
because he was of the house and family of David. He was with Mary 
his espoused wife who was with child. It happened that when they 
were there, her time of birth came and she brought forth her 
firstborn son. She wrapped him up in swaddling clothes and lead him 
in a manger because there was no room for them in the inn. There 
were in the same neighbourhood shepherds keeping the night 
watches over their flock. Behold an angel of the Lord stood by them 
and the brightness of God shone round about them, and they feared 
greatly. The angel said to them: “Fear not; for, behold, I bring you 
good tidings of great joy for cdl the people: For on this day in the city 
of David there is born for you a Saviour who is Christ the Lord. This 
will be a sign for you. You will find the infant wrapped in swaddling 
clothes and laid in a manger. ” Then suddenly there was with the 
angel a multitude of the heavenly hosts praising God and saying, 
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“Glory to God in the highest; and on earth peace to men of good 
will. ” (Luke 2:1-14) 

The Incarnation There have been several attempts over the past 
century to portray Christ on film. At times the movie in question has 
been devoted entirely to the figure of Christ, and at times he has 
appeared only briefly to provide the backdrop of the story. I 
remember when seeing the great movie “Ben Hur,” I did think that 
the brief appearances of Christ were very well done. One of the 
famous movies on Christ has been Mel Gibson’s “The Passion of the 
Christ”, which devoted the entire production to his Passion and 
Death with flashbacks to episodes in his hidden and public life. One 
of many notable features of this film was the (perhaps excessively) 
vivid portrayal of the violence done to Christ during his Passion. My 
reaction to this? Well, during the scourging of Christ, for instance, 
what prompted absorbing thoughts in me was the spectacle, not so 
much of the violence of the scourging, but of God being thus treated. 
God become man was being scourged with whips. Anyone who has 
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studied the Shroud of Turin can see how horrific must the scourging 
have been, and yet how noble does the figure on the Shroud appear! 
But the stunning thing in all this is the thought of the Incarnation. 
The great God, the God of heaven and of earth, the one through 
whom all things were made and are sustained in being, had become 
man and was being scourged. This is a wondrous phenomenon, and 
one of the benchmarks of any successful portrayal of Christ on film 
has to be the extent to which the Incarnation is successfully 
suggested. Does the man and the events being depicted seem in 
harmony with the doctrine that the man Jesus is also divine? Is the 
movie in active harmony with the doctrine of the Incarnation? I 
remember years back coming across a comic strip which pictured 
episodes in the life of Christ. It was entirely inappropriate in its 
representation of Christ. No one who read that comic strip could 
possibly think of the man being pictorialized there as being God, 
God the Son. I would like to suggest that on Christmas Day it is 
especially the Incarnation that we ought realize and appreciate anew. 
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Today, Christmas Day, we think of the birth not just of the 
most famous man in the history of the world. We do not contemplate 
simply the birth of the founder of the world’s greatest religion. On 
Christmas Day we celebrate the Incarnation. On this day, whenever 
it exactly was, the Son of God made man was born into this world. 
By the power of the Holy Spirit, God the Son had been conceived in 
the womb of the Virgin Mary and at the end of his nine months of 
normal gestation, was born in a manger because there was no room 
for them in the inn. At a certain point in history, in the midst of very 
definite historical circumstances, in a definite locale, there was born 
an infant who was man, yes, but who was literally God. This tiny 
babe held in the arms of his mother and gazed on by his foster-father 
Joseph, this babe who was wrapped in swaddling clothes, this child 
witnessed by a handful of shepherds, this helpless and dependent 
little boy, was the great God, God the Son, the Second Person of the 
Holy Trinity. Many have denied this and have found it too much to 
accept. Our Jewish brethren do not accept it of course, and Islam 
rejects it outright. But such is the fact. God became man and the 
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Jesus of history who was born at Bethlehem, who grew up at 
Nazareth, who preached and ministered powerfully in Judea and 
Galilee, the Jesus who suffered and died and then rose from the dead, 
the Jesus who ascended into heaven and sent the Holy Spirit, this 
Jesus is the Saviour God. He claimed that he was God and proved it 
to be the case. On Christmas Day let us place ourselves in the scene 
at Bethlehem where Christ was bom (Luke 2:1-14). Let us 
prayerfully marvel at the spectacle of the boundlessly rich, almighty 
and eternal God immersed in the poverty of human nature and the 
human condition. The poverty of Bethlehem was all of a piece with 
the God of might divesting himself of the glory of his divinity and 
embracing the poverty of human nature. Indeed, he became lowlier 
still, even to death on a cross. 

Let us continue to gaze on the person of Jesus so as to know 
him better and love him the more. He asks us to accept him totally, 
together with the truth he has revealed. Let us resolve to take our 
stand with him and his revelation, and to follow his way. He tells us 
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that if any one wishes to be his disciple he must renounce himself 
and take up his cross and follow him. Christ renounced himself and 
carried his cross to Calvary. It all began on Christmas night at 
Bethlehem. Let us start there, and accompany him to the very end. 
If we live with him here, we shall reign with him hereafter. 

Further reading : The Catechism of the Catholic Church, no.51-67 
(God’s revelation in history) 
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Christmas Day (Mass at Dawn) 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Is 9: 1, 5; Lk 1: 33 Today a light will shine 
upon us, for the Lord is born for us; and he will be called Wondrous 
God, Prince of peace, Father of future ages: and his reign will be 
without end. 

Collect Grant, we pray, almighty God, that, as we are bathed in the 
new radiance of your incarnate Word, the light of faith, which 
illumines our minds, may also shine through in our deeds. Through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Isaiah 62:11-12; Psalm 97:1, 6, 11-12; 

Titus 3:4-7; Luke 2:15-20 

When the angels went away from them to heaven, the shepherds said 
to one another, “Let us go, then, to Bethlehem to see this thing that 
has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us. ” So they 
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went in haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the infant lying in the 
manger. When they saw this, they made known the message that had 
been told them about this child. All who heard it were amazed by 
what had been told them by the shepherds. And Mary kept all these 
things, reflecting on them in her heart. Then the shepherds returned, 
glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, just as 
it had been told to them. (Luke 2:15-20) 

The No-bodies Our Gospel today reveals a pattern in revealed 
religion that is truly surprising. The great God seems to have a 
special preference for the company of the no-bodies. Let us begin a 
little way back, by considering what we might call the magnitude of 
God. As the Virgin Mary says in her hymn of praise, God is great. 
My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord , she cries in the 
presence of her kinswoman Elizabeth. If we but turn to nature, how 
can we avoid this impression? Microscopic life is a cause of 
unending research and wonder — although at times the researchers 
do not wonder at it. Down to the tiniest part of the tiniest electron, 
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there is structure and intelligibility. Whence comes the intelligibility? 
Raising our eyes to the heavens, the cosmos seems to be unending 
with an immensity that boggles the imagination. It too is structured 
and intelligible. Whence comes the intelligibility? So great is the 
visible universe that man has imagined numerous gods, for who 
could imagine one Being responsible for it all? But so it is — as 
reason can demonstrate, and as revealed religion has declared. There 
is one and one only God, Creator of all things visible and invisible. 
All things are sustained and held together by his touch. Without this 
divine touch, all would cease, and without it nothing would have 
been. How great is the Lord, then! Then a terrible thing happened — 
it all came amuck due to the sin of man. The first human couple, the 
glory of the visible universe made in the image of the Creator, 
rebelled. Like many angels before them, they said no to God. With 
that, the thread began to unravel and death spread to the whole 
human race because the nature of man was plunged in sin. So God 
stepped in to fix it all up, and in the process made a surprising 


revelation. Let us remember 


even in respect to the visible 
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creation — that the eye of God is on the smallest thing. The smallest 
part of the smallest electron exists only because of his sustaining and 
creating gaze. He is unimaginably close to the tiniest, as he is to the 
greatest. Now, in entering the fray of human history, he showed that 
he preferred the company of the no-bodies. 

What do I mean? Consider our Gospel passage for the dawn 
Mass on Christmas Day. A momentous event has happened. The 
great God has been born a man. Great as the creation of the universe 
might be, nothing compares with the greatness of this act of God 
becoming a man. A man who is the great God! The great God who 
is a man! One might have expected the event to be trumpeted down 
the halls of the nations and to have roused from their various 
interests the kings and lords of the world. But no, it happened almost 
silently and in the company of the no-bodies. It happened in a stable, 
with a few animals about. Mary and Joseph, the holiest of those who 
have trod the path of human history, were considered as no-bodies. 
So great was the joy of heaven, that a host of angels appeared in the 
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sky singing glory to God and celebrating the birth. They invited 
others to come — but who were the ones invited? They were no¬ 
bodies. They were a few shepherds tending their sheep by night in 
the outskirts of Bethlehem. So the shepherds hurried to where the 
child lay, with his holy mother and his holy foster father. There the 
band was gathered, rejoicing. They were the no-bodies of this world 
and that was where the great God preferred to be. He had a 
preference for the poor and the humble. We read that “ When the 
angels went away from them to heaven, the shepherds said to one 
another, ‘Let us go, then, to Bethlehem to see this thing that has 
taken place, which the Lord has made known to us. ’ So they went in 
haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the infant lying in the 
manger. When they saw this, they made known the message that had 
been told them about this child ” (Luke 2:15-20). During his public 
ministry years later, our Lord would exult in prayer before his 
heavenly Father, exclaiming “/ bless you, Father, Lord of heaven and 
of earth, for hiding these things from the learned and the clever, and 
revealing them to little ones. Yes, Father, for that is what it pleased 
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you to do.” He did not scorn or refuse the rich, but he showed that 
even the rich must acquire a heart that is humble and lowly. In the 
eyes of God, small is beautiful. Let us be happy in our being small, 
then! 


Let us fear failing in the obedience of faith. One lesson of 
Christmas Day is that God loves the lowly of heart. As Mary says in 
her Magnificat prayer (Luke 1:51), “ He has scattered the proud of 
heart. He has put down the mighty and raised up the lowly. He has 
filled the hungry with good things, and the rich he has sent away 
empty.” Let us then take up Christ’s invitation to come to him and to 
learn from him, for he is meek and humble of heart. In our quest for 
true greatness, we must aim to be little in the sight of God, for man’s 
abiding temptation is choose to be great before him. 

Further reading : The Catechism of the Catholic Church, no.144-149 
(The obedience of faith) 
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Christmas Day (Mass during the day) 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Is 9: 5 A child is born for us, and a son is 
given to us; his sceptre of power rests upon his shoulder, and his 
name will be called Messenger of great counsel. 

Collect O God, who wonderfully created the dignity of human 
nature and still more wonderfully restored it, grant, we pray, that we 
may share in the divinity of Christ, who humbled himself to share in 
our humanity. Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Isaiah 52:7-10; Psalm 97; 

Hebrews 1:1-6; John 1:1-18 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 
Word was God. He was with God in the beginning. Through him all 
things were made; without him nothing was made that has been 
made. In him was life, and that life was the light of men. The light 
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shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not grasped it. There 
came a man who was sent from God; his name was John. He came 
as a witness to testify concerning that light, so that through him cdl 
men might believe. He himself was not the light; he came only as a 
witness to the light. The true light that gives light to every man was 
coming into the world. He was in the world, and though the world 
was made through him, the world did not recognize him. He came to 
that which was his own, but his own did not receive him. Yet to cdl 
who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the 
right to become children of God — children born not of blood, nor of 
the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but born of God. The 
Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen 
his glory, the glory of the Only-begotten of the Father, full of grace 
and truth. John testifies concerning him. He cries out, saying, This 
was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me has been set above 
me because he was before me. ’ From the fulness of his grace we 
have cdl received grace upon grace. For the law was given through 
Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. No-one has ever 
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seen God, but the Only-begotten Son, who is at the Father’s side, has 
made him known . (John 1:1-18) 

The Word John Henry Newman (now beatified) once wrote that 
those who, of his own time, were considered to be rationalist and 
liberal did not fear making mistakes in religion. They were confident 
in the power of their own reason to determine the truth or otherwise 
of the claims of revealed religion, and were not overly concerned that 
they might be wrong. He once insisted that the men of Cambridge 
whom he and his friends were discussing did not have enough fear. I 
suspect this is a feature of the attitude of secular man in our own day 
to the claims of revealed religion. He readily disputes the position of 
Christ, while not caring much about the issue anyway. He lives as if 
God does not matter, and as if — whatever be the claims — Christ 
were just another figure of some influence in history. But consider 
the claims and ask, what if they are true ? This question alone ought 
make a person straighten from his very relaxed position and begin to 
listen. That is to say, prescinding from the question of whether or 
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not they are true, ask this: what if they were to be true? Our problem 
is that we do not listen or consider, because we do not think it 
matters much whether religion is true or not. Truth is not the 
fundamental issue. What matters is, does it work for me? Is it useful 
for my purposes? Modern man ought ask himself why it is that he 
has little interest in revealed religion, because if revealed religion 
were true, it clearly would be of tremendous significance. Serious 
sin leads to eternal death, and the only way out of this upshot is 
union with Jesus Christ and the acceptance of his teaching. The only 
name by which we can be saved is that of Jesus Christ. That is the 
awesome claim. Now, if this is true, then the one who languidly 
dismisses it, has all his future prospects under threat. Let us, then, 
consider the claims of Christ, for on Christmas Day we think of his 
coming with claims no one else would ever dream of making. No 
one can dispute that he was a man of history, and truly man. The 
claim is that he was truly God. Nothing in all of history competes 
with the significance of this. Let us on this day consider the 



228 


remarkable introduction to his Gospel which St John provides, an 
introduction to the person and history of Jesus Christ. 

We read in the book of Genesis that in the beginning there 
was God. God uttered his word, and by that word the heavens and 
the earth were created (1:1). In the world of the time, many gods 
were understood to have done this. Moreover, they did not create , 
they only arranged — whereas in the book of Genesis, God simply 
said, let there be light, and there was light (1:3). Whence came this 
information about the one and only Creator? It was revealed. But in 
his Gospel John gives an extraordinary clarification which is, indeed, 
yet another mystery. This word of God uttered at the beginning was 
the Word who all along had been with God. Whenever the 
beginning is taken as being, there was God, and the Word was with 
him. That is to say, just as God had no beginning, nor did the Word. 
Indeed — mystery most high! — the Word was God. John is saying 
that there has been a further and most sublime revelation since 


Genesis was written, and that is that the word, through whom God 
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created the heavens and the earth, is the Word — a person distinct 
from God, and yet himself God. It will be further revealed in the 
course of John’s Gospel, that the spirit of God that hovered over the 
abyss in Genesis (1:2) was also God. He is the Spirit. He too is 
distinct as a person — just as God and his Word are distinct as 
persons. He is the Spirit of God and of the Word. Three distinct 
persons, Father, Son and Spirit, each of whom is the one God, were 
already present in the beginning. But — wonder of wonders! — the 
Word became flesh and dwelt among us. Can anything in all of 
creation, can anything in all of human history compare with this 
point, that there walked the earth a man, a true man, who was God 
himself? This is the fundamental claim, and how can we be 
indifferent to it? But so it is. “ He was in the world, and the world 
was made by him, and the world knew him not. He came unto his 
own, and his own received him not ” (John 1:1-18). So many did not 
care to look, to consider, to open their hearts to the revelation being 
made in their midst. The assumption of a secular age is that all this 


does not matter much. 
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On Christmas Day we celebrate the birth of God made man. 
It happened at a certain point, in a certain place. God the Son took to 
himself a human nature, with a human body and a human soul. He 
came to enable us to share in the divine life that was his from all 
eternity, and he would make this possible by his death on the cross. 
To all who receive him, he gives the power to become children of 
God. Among all the things to wonder at in the world, this is beyond 
compare. Let us renew our stand with Christ, knowing that he is the 
only name by which men can be saved. 

Further reading : The Catechism of the Catholic Church , no.456-463 
(The Word became flesh) 


7b»©<»dv 





231 


The Fifth Day in the Octave of Christmas 

Entrance Antiphon Jn 3: 16 God so loved the world that he gave 
his Only Begotten Son, so that all who believe in him may not perish, 
but may have eternal life. 

Collect Almighty and invisible God, who dispersed the darkness of 
this world by the coming of your light, look, we pray, with serene 
countenance upon us, that we may acclaim with fitting praise the 
greatness of the Nativity of your Only Begotten Son. Who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. 

Scripture today : 1 John 2:3-11; Psalm 96:1-3, 5b-6; Luke 2:22-35 

When the days of her purification according to the law of Moses 
were accomplished, they carried him to Jerusalem to present him to 
the Lord in accord with the law of the Lord, “Every male opening the 
womb shall be called holy to the Lord” and also to offer a sacrifice, 
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in accord with the law of the Lord, of a pair of turtledoves or two 
young pigeons. There was a man in Jerusalem named Simeon, a just 
and devout man, waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy 
Spirit was upon him. It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit 
that he would not see death till he had seen the Christ of the Lord. 
He was led by the Spirit into the temple. When the parents of the 
child Jesus brought him in to do for him according to the 
requirement of the law, Simeon took him into his arms and blessed 
God, saying, “Now, O Lord, dismiss your servant in peace according 
to your word, because my eyes have seen your salvation which you 
have prepared before all the peoples: a light of revelation to the 
Gentiles, and the glory of your people Israel. ” His father and mother 
were wondering at what was said concerning him. Simeon blessed 
them and said to Mary his mother, “Behold this child is set for the 
fall and for the rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be 
contradicted. Your own soul a sword will pierce so that the thoughts 
of many hearts may be revealed. (Luke 2:22-35) 
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Suffering Servant One of the things Luke is obviously at pains 
to make clear is that, both before and immediately after the birth of 
Jesus, it was revealed from on high that the Child Jesus was the 
long-awaited Messiah. The angel had revealed this and other things 
about the Child to Mary and (in the Gospel of St Matthew) to Joseph 
prior to his birth. Immediately after his birth, heaven had revealed 
the birth of the Messiah to the Jewish shepherds keeping watch in the 
hills and to the distant pagan Magi of the East. Now once again, the 
Holy Spirit reveals to a chosen one the identity of the Child. Luke 
reports how Mary and Joseph bring the Child to the Temple to 
observe the requirements of the Law in respect to their newly-bom 
male child. The Holy Spirit comes upon Simeon who dwells in 
Jerusalem. He was a holy man and epitomized the best of the chosen 
people, awaiting with expectation and gratitude the coming of the 
Messiah. Mysteriously, it had been revealed to him that he would in 
fact see the Messiah with his own eyes, and now the moment has 
come. He is led to the Holy Lamily bearing their inestimable 
treasure in their arms. Simeon comes towards them, stops, and 
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exulting with gratitude and praise, gently takes the child in his arms. 
Then, inspired by the Holy Spirit who had been leading him, he 
utters a prophecy. The Child is the Saviour whom God has prepared. 
He is the Saviour of the nations and the glory of Israel (Luke 
2:22-35). That is the essential utterance and it revealed the joy of 
heaven at what was happening. A Saviour has come, a light who will 
reveal God to the world. There is no one like him. But there is a 
further prophecy, a prophecy that hints at the kind of path this 
Saviour will tread. It will not be a road of conquest after conquest, 
acclaim after acclaim. Rather, it will be marked by contradiction and 
opposition, and this will result in many rising with him and others 
falling because of him. Profound sorrow and stress is coming, and 
his mother will share in it in the depths of her soul - with the hint 
that Joseph will not see that day. 

So then, in our passage St Luke reports — obviously his 
ultimate source of information is the mother of the Child — that 


certain things were revealed about the Child soon after his birth. 
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Prophecies were uttered about him and while they celebrated the 
arrival of the Child, they also served to enlighten his holy parents. 
Both Mary and Joseph wondered at what Simeon was saying. They 
gave to it their utmost attention with hearts and minds open to the 
fullest in a holy wonder. It was confirming what had been revealed 
to them already before the birth of the Child, and this provided more 
divine light. The Child will be a Saviour to the nations of the world 
as well as being the glory of the chosen people. More ominously — 
and perhaps this was a very new element in what had been revealed 
to them to this point — a dark cloud of suffering for the Child was 
intimated. There will be terrible stress, sharp contradiction and a 
sword that will pierce. The path of the Child will be one of sorrow, 
and those who are intimately involved with him — epitomized by his 
holy mother — will share in this suffering. A sword will pierce her 
soul. Inasmuch as during his public ministry our Lord said that those 
who do the will of his Father are his mother and sister and brother, 
the sword that pierces the soul of the Virgin Mother will also pierce 
their souls too. It is the sword that is Christ’s Cross, the lance that 



236 


pierced his side, the crown that pierced his head. Simeon’s prophecy 
reveals to Mary and Joseph that the great Servant of Yahweh whom 
they bear in their arms and will raise during the years ahead is a 
suffering Servant, the Suffering Servant spoken of by the prophet. 
He would do his work by suffering, and those who are united to him 
will suffer with him. In a sense Luke is telling us that at the very 
beginning of Christ’s life, his laborious and yet victorious path was 
foretold. Not all details were revealed, of course, but enough for the 
faith of Mary and Joseph to be exercised. 

Let us place ourselves in the Gospel scene today in the midst 
of this holy company. How holy it is! We have before us the Child 
of the nations, God himself become man in order to make all things 
new. He will be the Saviour of the world, and he will save by his 
obedient suffering. How great the mystery! Life was coming, and it 
would spring forth from death. Around this Child are Mary, Joseph 
and Simeon. Let us keep close to Christ and tread his path. 
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The Sixth Day in the Octave of Christmas 

Entrance Antiphon Wis 18: 14-15 When a profound silence 
covered all things and night was in the middle of its course, your 
all-powerful Word, O Lord, bounded from heaven's royal throne. 

Collect Grant, we pray, almighty God, that the newness of the 
Nativity in the flesh of your Only Begotten Son may set us free, for 
ancient servitude holds us bound beneath the yoke of sin. Through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 1 John 2:12-17; Psalm 96:7-10; Luke 2:36-40 

There was also a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the 
tribe of Asher. She was very old; she had lived with her husband 
seven years after her marriage, and then was a widow until she was 
eighty-four. She never left the temple but worshipped night and day, 
fasting and praying. Coming up to them at that very moment, she 
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gave thanks to God and spoke about the child to all who were 
looking forward to the redemption of Jerusalem. When Joseph and 
Mary had done everything required by the Law of the Lord, they 
returned to Galilee to their own town of Nazareth. And the child 
grew and became strong; he was filled with wisdom, and the grace of 
God was upon him. (Luke 2:36-40) 

Anna One of the distinguishing features of a civilization is usually 
its literature. Writings, inscriptions, scrolls and books are pivotal to 
the culture of a people and indeed to the life of the mind in all the 
world. Within the family of writings of most literary cultures, a high 
place is occupied by the holy books. From the early Vedas of 
Hinduism, the Zend Avesta and Pahlavi texts of Zoroastrianism, to 
the Hebrew Scriptures of Israel, the Bible of Christianity and the 
Koran of Islam, the holy books are of immense importance. The 
Christian views the Old and New Testaments as the inspired record 
of the word of God, and a divinely-intended instrument enabling him 
to know and love the Lord of lords, Jesus Christ. But, living in any 
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one of a vast number of cultures and some two millennia since the 
last of the writings of the Bible, he finds many difficulties in the 
reading of it. There are many difficulties in reading parts of the 
New Testament — such as in the book of Revelation — and there are 
many difficulties in reading parts of the Old — such as in many of 
the Prophets. Perhaps the simplest to read is the most important part 
of the entire Bible, the four Gospels. They present the person and 
teaching of the key and purpose of the inspired Scriptures, Jesus 
Christ the Son of God, the only name under heaven by which men 
might be saved. But how is the rest to be understood and read? The 
Old Testament consists of a remarkable array of literary genres from 
different centuries before Christ. Is there a way of encapsulating the 
lot, and gaining a light with which to read it? My suggestion is that 
this be done by means of images rather than by mere concepts. That 
is to say, by means of an image, the essential concepts can be 
brought to bear on the corpus of inspired writing. One such image is 
that which figures in our Gospel today — the image of Anna the 
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Prophetess , who comes upon the Christ-child and gives thanks to 
God. 


Beautiful soul, this Anna! Married for a few years in her early 
womanhood, her husband had passed from this life. For the rest of 
her very long life — very long, indeed, for those times — she spent 
her days in the service of God. She had been an instrument of the 
Lord in making known his word and his will, for she was known to 
utter prophecy. She was a minor prophet in the history of the chosen 
people, and one of the last. She was now eighty-four years of age 
and “She never left the temple but worshipped night and day, fasting 
and praying .” The fact that St Luke gives these precise details 
suggests that Mary the mother of Jesus may have known her quite 
well. Perhaps Anna had known the parents and grandparents of 
Mary and perhaps she had been honoured by them. Anna 
immediately approached Mary and Joseph in the Temple, where 
Anna herself resided. Now, consider the figure of Anna. She was a 
magnificent specimen of the chosen people of God, holy and given 
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over to the work of the Lord. Her whole life was imbued with the 
divine revelation vouchsafed to God’s people, and she looked 
forward to the coming of the Messiah — as did Simeon who was 
already at this minute with Mary, Joseph and the Child. Anna is an 
embodiment of the religion of the Old Testament. If we wish to have 
a picture of the Old Testament as it prepared for the New, think of 
Anna. We may be sure that all that God expected of his people prior 
to the coming of the Messiah was instanced in the person of Anna. 
Anna was a fallen member of our race, but due to God’s Spirit and 
her own generosity, she had attained holiness of life, and it was the 
holiness of the Old Testament. It looked forward to Christ — and 
Anna, led by the Spirit, exulted that the Messiah had come. I repeat, 
if we wish to understand the meaning and the drift of the Old 
Testament and its relation with the New, look to such a figure as 
Anna as she comes upon the holy family and gives thanks to God for 
what she now beholds. She is an image of the Old as it looks to the 
New, exulting and giving thanks that the New now has come. 
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As we contemplate Anna the prophetess, our gaze turns to the 
jewel of jewels, Jesus Christ. He is held by his most holy mother and 
his saintly foster-father. They are at the threshold of a marvel about 
to unfold. Anna brings before us the Old Testament, while Jesus and 
Mary and Joseph present us with the New. The entire company, 
including Simeon, is an image of the entire Scriptures — which is to 
say all of God’s revelation. Let us join Anna in giving thanks to God 
for Jesus Christ and for being called to live and die in him. He is our 
salvation and our glory. 
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The Seventh Day in the Octave of Christmas 

Entrance Antiphon Is 9: 5 A child is born for us, and a son is given 
to us; his sceptre of power rests upon his shoulder, and his name will 
be called Messenger of great counsel. 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, who in the Nativity of your Son 
established the beginning and fulfilment of all religion, grant, we 
pray, that we may be numbered among those who belong to him, in 
whom is the fullness of human salvation. Who lives and reigns with 
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 1 John 2:18-21; Psalm 96:1-2, 11-13; John 1:1-18 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 
Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things were 
made by him, and without him was made nothing that was made. In 
him was life, and the life was the light of men. And the light shines in 
darkness, and the darkness did not comprehend it. There was a man 
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sent from God, whose name was John. This man came to bear 
witness, to give testimony to the light that all men might believe 
through him. He was not the light, but was to give testimony to the 
light. That was the true light which enlightens every man who comes 
into this world. He was in the world and the world was made by him 
and the world knew him not. He came unto his own, and his own 
received him not. But to as many as received him he gave power to 
become children of God, to those who believe in his name. They are 
born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, 
but of God. And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and 
we saw his glory, the glory of the only begotten of the Father) full of 
grace and truth. John bore witness to him and cried out, saying: 
“This is he of whom I said, He who comes after me, is preferred 
before me, because he was before me. ” And of his fullness we all 
have received, grace upon grace. For the law was given by Moses; 
grace and truth came by Jesus Christ. No man has seen God at any 
time. The only begotten Son who is in the bosom of the Father, he 
has made him known. (John 1:1-18) 
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The Glory Our Gospel passage today is commonly called the 
Prologue of St John’s Gospel, an extended passage that serves as an 
Introduction to the entire Gospel and a kind of summary of it. More 
than do the other three Gospels — so similar to one another that they 
are called the Synoptic Gospels — this Gospel of St John and in 
particular its Prologue, provides a panoramic theological vision of 
Christ. We are taken back into eternity, into what St John calls “the 
beginning.” In the beginning, there was the Word and the Word was 
with God and the Word was God. St John does not say that the 
Word began at the beginning — no. Nor is he meaning to teach 
about a beginning in time, let alone a beginning of God and of his 
Word! Rather, he is saying this of the Word, that however one 
chooses to imagine the beginning, there the Word already was. The 
Word who was with God in the beginning and who was himself God 
already existed at the beginning. That is to say, God and his Word 
are eternal. Furthermore, St John speaks at the outset of God’s Word 
as being personal. That is to say, he is a distinct Person. “ He ” was 
in the beginning with God and all things came to be through “him.” 
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So the Word of God was a divine and eternal Person , living with 
God who is a Person distinct from him. Yet there is but one God, 
and the Word is the one God. So God and his Word are each of them 
Persons, and each is the one living God. Indeed, as St John says in 
the same passage, the Word is the only-begotten Son of God, the 
Father. John is assuming the doctrine of the Holy Trinity, though not 
mentioning the Third divine Person, for his focus here is on the Word 
who became flesh and dwelt among us. All things were created and 
sustained in and through him, and he, the Word, is the life and the 
light of the human race. Wonder of wonders, the divine and eternal 
Word of God became man and dwelt among us. 

St John is celebrating and proclaiming the fact of the 
Incarnation. God became man. But he is also singing of his glory. 
In the Gospel of St Luke, Mary proclaims the glory of God. My soul 
proclaims the glory of the Lord , she says, and my spirit exults in God 
my Saviour. The same could be said of St John in writing his 
Prologue. He proclaims the glory of the Lord. “The Word became 
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flesh and made his dwelling among us, and we saw his glory, the 
glory as of the Father’s only-begotten Son, full of grace and truth.” 
(John 1:1-18). The rest of the Gospel, beginning from the baptism of 
our Lord, will be the unfolding narrative of the revelation of his 
glory. St John wants every one of his readers to come to know the 
glory of the only-begotten Son of God made man. Many knew him. 
Many grew up with him and associated with him in Nazareth. Many 
met and knew him during his public ministry. Many saw him being 
rejected and abused. Many saw him on his way to Calvary and then 
hanging on the Cross. Very many did not perceive his glory. That is 
to say, “the true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into 
the world. He was in the world, and the world came to be through 
him, but the world did not know him. He came to what was his own, 
but his own people did not accept him.” He came to be accepted and, 
we read, “to those who did accept him he gave power to become 
children of God, to those who believe in his name, who were born not 
by natural generation nor by human choice nor by a man’s decision 
but of God.” St John tells us that “the Word became flesh and made 
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his dwelling among us, and we saw his glory, die glory as of the 
Father’s only-begotten Son, full of grace and truth.’’'’ Essentially, the 
Christian is one who has come to see the glory of Jesus Christ, the 
Son of God made man. Jesus Christ is the glory of the human race 
because he is the Glory that is God. The one who draws near to 
Jesus and comes to know him as his disciple will come to see his 
glory. 


Let us resolve to be Christ’s disciple and day by day grow in 
his friendship. 1 have not called you servants, he said to his 
disciples. I have called you friends. The more we grow in friendship 
with Jesus, the more we will see his glory. Our whole life ought be 
given over to the glory of Jesus, and this we do by hearing his word, 
putting it into daily practice, and by following him closely. Let us in 
this way come to see the glory of Christ and bear witness to it in our 
everyday life. 
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Feast of the Holy Family 

(Sunday in the Octave of Christmas) 

Entrance Antiphon Lk 2: 16 The shepherds went in haste, and 
found Mary and Joseph and the Infant lying in a manger. 

Collect O God, who were pleased to give us the shining example of 
the Holy Family, graciously grant that we may imitate them in 
practising the virtues of family life and in the bonds of charity, and 
so, in the joy of your house, delight one day in eternal rewards. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with 
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Sirach 3:2-6, 12-14; Psalm 128:1-5; 

Colossians 3:12-21; Matthew 2:13-15, 19-23 

After the Magi had departed, an angel of the Lord appeared in a 
dream to Joseph, saying: “Arise, and take the child and his mother, 
and fly into Egypt and remain there until I tell you. Herod will seek 



250 


the child to destroy him. ” Joseph arose and took the child and his 
mother by night and retired into Egypt. He was there until the death 
of Herod in order that it might be fulfilled what the Lord had said by 
the prophet: Out of Egypt have I called my son. When Herod died an 
angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt saying: 
“Arise, and take the child and his mother, and go to the land of 
Israel. Those who sought the life of the child are dead. ” Joseph 
arose and took the child and his mother and came into the land of 
Israel. But hearing that Archelaus reigned in Judea in place of 
Herod his father he was afraid to go there. Being warned in a dream 
he retired to Galilee. There he dwelt in a town called Nazareth, that 
it might be fulfilled which was said by prophets: He shall be called a 
Nazarene. (Matthew 2:13-15, 19-23) 

Ordinary Work There is one very notable feature about bees and 
ants. It is that they seem to be unceasingly active. We speak of a 
person being “as busy as a bee.” Action! Activity! Movement seems 


to be at the heart of the universe. Indeed, the consideration of the 
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world’s movement constitutes, in the philosophical thought of St 
Thomas Aquinas, a Way to God. Within the things of our experience 
there is a basic drive to be in action, which is to say a striving for the 
perfection of their nature in one or other sense. The characteristic 
posture of things seems not to be one of rest but of activity. When 
we look at man we see a similar pattern. The human person seems to 
be an acting person — that is, one who is at work — and if he is not 
in action, it generally looks as though he is in decline or will decline. 
His greatest pride lies in what he manages to do and if he has the 
sense that he is achieving little or nothing, this constitutes a crisis for 
his sense of meaning. But now, we also see in vast numbers of 
persons in the great stream of human history, very little by way of 
great and striking deeds. If action— let us call it work— is what 
man seems to be made for, what is to be said of those countless 
numbers of persons who seem to get so little done? By this I mean 
that there are so very many whose activity is on a very small scale 
and who never do what an observer might choose to call very much. 
Men yearn for significance and they hope that their lives will be of 
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value. Yet their work in life turns out to be small-scale, humdrum, 
rather hidden, and only a very small element in the gigantic action of 
the universe. Yes, life has its achievements and joys, but snapping at 
its heels is the recurring thought that it has all been futile and 
disappointing. It is marked by a lot of failure and unrealized dreams. 
For very many, perhaps we could say for the average person, there 
seems to be not a lot for him to be proud of and not much that he 
does that will ever bring the admiration of others. In a word, 
typically the life of man is characteristically very ordinary. So one 
question facing everyone is, how can his or her ordinary life become 
something great and beautiful ? 

On this question, as on every other great question, we have a 
Light. That Light is Christ and he is the life of every man, woman 
and family. Today we think of the holy family of Nazareth, Jesus, 
Mary his mother, and Joseph his foster-father and husband of Mary. 
Jesus, Mary and Joseph are given two chapters in the Gospel of St 
Matthew and two chapters in the Gospel of St Luke, and each of 
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these Gospel accounts is very different. But together they present us 
with the fact of the holy family of Nazareth, a family beyond 
compare in the annals of holiness. From this family came forth the 
King of kings and Lord of lords to whom all authority in heaven and 
on earth was given. What could we say is the especially notable 
thing about their family life during those many years at Nazareth? It 
is that their lives were very ordinary indeed. It was small-time, 
small-scale, unnoticed, and if the historian were pressed to give his 
verdict on it he would say it contained nothing of significance in the 
main. He might even say their life was a little meaningless — in 
view of the important work to be done, namely the salvation of the 
world. So the holy family was very much part of the stream of 
mankind and moved shoulder-to-shoulder with the little people of 
history. But does this not tell us that there is, in the divine plan, a 
greatness to be discovered and achieved precisely in the ordinary 
things? God means the little person to be great in his sight precisely 
in his littleness and ordinariness. If God became man and spent so 
much time doing nothing other than what the ordinary person does 
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— going to a small-time school, worshipping at home and with his 
community in a small-time synagogue, doing his daily work, being 
part of his immediate and extended family life — then in the main 
greatness is to be sought there. The ordinary person will be great in 
the sight of God by doing the ordinary things in the way the Son of 
God made man did them, and indeed doing them in loving union 
with the Son of God made man. The holy family teaches every man 
and woman and every family the grandeur of the ordinary life if 
lived in imitation of this same holy family, and their secret was to 
have done God’s will. 

All this is to say that every family ought strive to acquire and 
live the spirit of the holy family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph. Every 
baptized person has been granted the gift of the Holy Spirit. This 
same Holy Spirit animated and guided the holy family. He is the 
Spirit of Jesus and he filled the hearts of Mary and Joseph. He has 
been given to us at our baptism. Let us be content in the ordinariness 
of our lives, but making all our actions and all our work something 
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very holy in the way the holy family did. If we sanctify our activity 
and our work by seeking God’s will in everything, we shall sanctify 
ourselves, and we shall sanctify others for whom we do our work. 

Further reading : The Catechism of the Catholic Church, no.530, 
2196-2233 (Fourth Commandment) 

-- 
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January 1 — Solemnity of Mary the Mother of God 

Entrance Antiphon Hail, Holy Mother, who gave birth to the King, 
who rules heaven and earth for ever. 

Or: Cf. Is 9: 1. 5; Lk 1: 33 Today a light will shine upon us, for 
the Lord is born for us; and he will be called Wondrous God, Prince 
of peace, Father of future ages: and his reign will be without end. 

Collect O God, who through the fruitful virginity of Blessed Mary 
bestowed on the human race the grace of eternal salvation, grant, we 
pray, that we may experience the intercession of her, through whom 
we were found worthy to receive the author of life, our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son. Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Numbers 6:22-27; Psalm 66; 


Galatians 4:4-7; Luke 2: 16-21 
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The shepherds went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the 
infant lying in the manger. Having seen, they understood the word 
that had been spoken to them concerning this child. All those who 
heard what was told to them by the shepherds wondered and Mary 
treasured all these things, pondering them in her heart. The 
shepherds returned glorifying and praising God for all the things 
they had heard and seen as it was told to them. After eight days the 
child was circumcised and he was given the name JESUS, which was 
given to him by the angel before he was conceived in the womb. 
(Luke 2:16-21) 

Mary When Cardinal Carol Wojtila was elected Pope in 1978 he 
chose for his papal banner a simple and unusual design. It was a 
plain cross on the shield and under the cross the letter M. It was a 
symbol of Christ on his cross with Mary standing nearby. That is to 
say, at the outset of Pope John Paul II’s pontificate, Christ with Mary 
his mother were presented before the Catholic, non-Catholic and 
non-Christian world. Today, at the very beginning of the new civil 
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year, the Catholic Church celebrates the Feast of Mary the Mother of 
God. While it is probably still a surprise and even a shock to some 
Protestant Christians to see the prominence of Mary in the Catholic 
scheme, it is the most natural thing in the world for Catholic and 
Orthodox Christians. They honour Mary just as Christ honours her 
and they treat her as their mother, just as Christ treats her as his 
mother. Let us consider the place of Mary in Christian devotion in a 
more historical context. Prior to its implicit rejection by the 
Protestant Reformation beginning with John Wycliffe in England 
during the fourteenth century, Jan Huss in Bohemia in the fifteenth 
century, and the Protestant Reformers in the sixteenth, the cult of 
Mary was the most normal thing in the world for the Christian. It 
was always judged and encouraged by the Church as a wonderful 
doctrinal and devotional development of Christian teaching, with its 
manifest roots in the Gospels. Just as any idea develops, indeed just 
as any living thing develops, so did the understanding of and 
devotion to Mary. Of course, not all changes are true developments, 
and the Church is constantly vigilant against those changes that it 
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judges to be deformations. The Protestant Reformation was a case in 
point. Luther proposed and insisted on certain teachings which the 
Catholic Church judged not to be developments but profound 
misconceptions. This raises the question of who in the Church has 
been granted the authority from on high to determine what is a true 
development of doctrine and what is a deformation. 

The Catholic Church gives its clear answer. The charism to 
make such a judgment resides in the successors of the Apostles who 
must act in union with, and subject to, the successor of St Peter. The 
Pope judges and states, or more usually the bishops of the Church 
(together with and subject to him) judge and state, what is to be 
believed as having being revealed by Christ. So it is that, over the 
two thousand years of the Church’s life, devotion to and 
understanding of Mary the mother of the Saviour has grown in the 
life and devotion of Christ’s faithful. This development has occurred 
under the Church’s supervision. Mary is the Woman, as our Lord 
addresses her in St John’s Gospel, who interceded for those in need 



260 


at the wedding feast of Cana. She is therefore our help, the help of 
Christians. She helps us with her intercession as the Queen Mother 
and inspires us with her example as the one who was totally obedient 
to the word of God. She is the Woman, as our Lord addressed her on 
the Cross, whom he gave to his beloved disciple to be his mother. In 
him she was given to all of Christ’s disciples to be their mother. She 
is the mother and model of the Church because she is, as the Council 
of Ephesus taught, the mother of God. This is her fundamental 
prerogative. She is Christ’s mother and therefore she is the mother 
of the Son of God made man. What dignity is hers! At the beginning 
of the civil year, the Church with good reason places before all of 
Christ’s faithful the figure of the most exalted creature in the sight of 
God, Mary the mother of the Second Divine Person made man. She 
is, as the Angel said to her, full of grace and the Lord is with her. 
She is, as Elizabeth said to her, blessed among women and blessed is 
the fruit of her womb. Therefore we constantly address her as our 
mother because she is Holy Mary, Mother of God. We ask her to 
pray for us sinners now and at the hour of our death. This we ask of 
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her daily. At the beginning of the year we ought entrust ourselves to 
Mary’s maternal care and ask her to keep us close to Jesus who is the 
Object of her, and our, whole being. 

Let us as Christians cultivate a true devotion to Mary, one that 
will please both her and her divine Son. That devotion is one that 
leads us to love God with all our mind, heart, soul and strength, and 
our neighbour as ourself. Mary is our help in this. She is the help of 
Christians in their work in life, which is to be true disciples of Christ. 
Let us not separate ourselves from her who is our great help, Mary 
the Mother of God whose feast we celebrate today. 

Further reading : The Catechism of the Catholic Church , no.484-487 
(Conceived by the Power of the Holy Spirit) 
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Second Sunday After Christmas 

Entrance Antiphon Wis 18:14-15 When a profound silence covered 
all things and night was in the middle of its course, your all-powerful 
Word, O Lord, bounded from heaven’s royal throne. 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, splendour of faithful souls, 
graciously be pleased to fill the world with your glory, and show 
yourself to all peoples by the radiance of your light. Through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Ecclesiasticus 24: 1-4.12-16; Psalm 147; 

Ephesians 1: 3-6.15-18; John 1: 1-18 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 
Word was God. He was with God in the beginning. Through him all 
things were made; without him nothing was made that has been 
made. In him was life, and that life was the light of men. The light 
shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. There 


came a man who was sent from God; his name was John. He came 
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as a witness to testify concerning that light, so that through him all 
men might believe. He himself was not the light; he came only as a 
witness to the light. The true light that gives light to every man was 
coming into the world. He was in the world, and though the world 
was made through him, the world did not recognise him. He came to 
that which was his own, but his own did not receive him. Yet to all 
who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the 
power to become children of God—children born not of natural 
descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s will, but born of God. 
The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have 
seen his glory, the glory of the Only-begotten of the Father, full of 
grace and truth. John testifies concerning him. He cries out, saying, 
This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me has surpassed 
me because he was before me. ’ From the fulness of his grace we 
have all received, grace upon grace. For the law was given through 
Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. No-one has ever 
seen God, but God the only Son, who is at the Father’s side, has 


made him known. (John 1:1-18) 
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The Word One of the most frequented of modern movies 
was the 1965 epic, Doctor Zhivago, directed by David Lean and 
loosely based on the famous novel of the same name by Boris 
Pasternak. It remained popular for decades, and as of 2010 was said 
to be the eighth highest grossing film of all time. One of the most 
memorable features of the film was its theme song — the Lara song 
which played gently in the background throughout the movie as the 
romance unfolded. Lara’s melody was a thread that hauntingly held 
various elements of the story together. I like to think of the Prologue 
of the Gospel of St John as a theme song coming from heaven and 
pervading the Gospel that follows. The drama opens with the 
heavenly melody, clear and approaching. The song is of the Word 
who was with God in the beginning. Whatever we take to be the 
beginning, there already was the Word, and the Word was with God. 
These two Persons were always there, and as the Gospel will tell, the 
Spirit who would be their Gift came from them both. The heavenly 
song continues. The Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and 
we saw his glory. Who could possibly have attained to this 
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knowledge of the one God by human effort and investigation? 
Impossible. We know it because it was revealed in the man Jesus 
Christ. That is the theme song, the song of the Word that sums up 
and pervades the Gospel that follows. We saw his glory, John says 
in exultation, the glory of the Only-begotten of the Father, full of 
grace and truth. The figure of Jesus Christ shines forth at the 
beginning of the Gospel as the most beautiful and wondrous 
spectacle of human history. Moses his great predecessor gave to us 
the invaluable guide of God’s Law, but grace and truth came from 
Jesus Christ. In the song of the Word that is the Prologue of the 
Gospel, we sense love and wonder in the voice of John as he begins 
the narration of his Gospel. We knew the Word become flesh! We 
beheld his glory! We touched and heard him! John invites us to 
capture the unique grandeur of Jesus Christ, God and man. 

This is the fundamental fact about the Christian religion and 
about the life of each Christian. The Word of God became flesh and 


dwelt among us, and he did this in order that we might become 
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children of God. The mystery of the Incarnation is the basis of the 
Christian religion, and the person who has not serenely come to 
believe in this is not yet a Christian. There was once a man in a 
certain locality, a certain nation, at a precise point in history, and that 
man was the living God. He was of a certain height and no taller. 
He had certain features, his brow being of a certain height, his hair of 
a certain colour, his nose and features of a certain contour, his walk 
of a certain form, his voice of a certain accent and timbre, his build 
of a certain shape. In his human intellect he reasoned and perceived 
in a certain way. The Gospels suggest that he thought very 
concretely with a strong propensity towards analogy and symbol. He 
spoke of the “leaven” of the Pharisees, and of his “food” being the 
will of his heavenly Father. Humanly he bore within him the 
quintessential characteristics of the Hebrew race, and was thus not 
Roman or Greek or Egyptian but distinctively Semitic. He was every 
bit a man, body and soul. Yet this wondrous man was divine. How 
could we possibly understand this, or adequately appreciate it? What 
we can say, and what the Church has taught, is that the Word who is 
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God — the same one God who is also the Father — took to himself a 
truly human nature, while retaining his own divine mode of being. 
Thus did this divine person become man, so that in speaking with 
this man, looking on him, listening to him, men gazed on the living 
God. We can never think enough of this. By the gift of divine grace 
we are empowered to believe this, and contemplating in faith the 
person of Jesus Christ leads us to love him. Jesus Christ asks for our 
love, just as he gives us his love. The perfection of man consists in 
the knowledge, the love and the following of Jesus Christ, for it is 
this that makes us true and faithful children of God. 

Let the song of the Word be the lullaby of our days. In the 
beginning was the Word and the Word was with God. He was with 
God in the beginning. Through him all things were made; without 
him nothing was made that has been made. In him was life, and that 
life was the light of men. The Word became flesh and made his 
dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the Only- 
begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth. Let this song be our 
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life, and let our souls be carried along through the storms by its 
heavenly power. 
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Monday before the Epiphany (Weekdays of Christmastide) 

Entrance Antiphon A holy day has dawned upon us: Come, you 
nations, and adore the Lord, for a great light has come down upon the 
earth. 

Collect Grant your people, O Lord, we pray, unshakable strength of 
faith, so that all who profess that your Only Begotten Son is with you 
for ever in your glory and was born of the Virgin Mary in a body 
truly like our own may be freed from present trials and given a place 
in abiding gladness. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 1 John 2:22-28; Psalm 97; John 1:19-28 

This is the testimony of John when the Jews sent from Jerusalem 
priests and Levites to ask him, “Who are you?” And he confessed 
and did not deny, “I am not the Christ. ” And they asked him, “Well 
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then, are you Elias?” And he said: “I am not.” “Are you the 
Prophet? ” And he answered, “No. ” They said therefore to him, 
“Who are you, that we may give an answer to those who sent us? 
What do you say of yourself?” He said, “I am the voice of one 
crying out in the wilderness, make straight the way of the Lord, as 
the prophet Isaias said. ” Those who were sent were of the 
Pharisees, and they asked him, “Why then do you baptize if you are 
not Christ, nor Elias, nor the Prophet?” John answered them, “I 
baptize with water; but there stands in the midst of you one whom 
you do not know. He will come after me who is preferred before me, 
the latchet of whose shoe I am not worthy to loose. ” These things 
were done in Bethany, beyond the Jordan, where John was baptizing. 
(John 1:19-28) 

John the Baptist In the first chapter of St John’s gospel a good 
portion is given over to John the Baptist. All recognized his 
greatness, and John the Evangelist, writing long after his death, tells 
us more of him. We read in the Acts of the Apostles of various 
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followers of John the Baptist, found here and there across the ancient 
world, who were profoundly influenced by him. Our Lord on one 
occasion said that no one bom of woman had been greater than he. 
Our Lord’s precise meaning here would need to be considered 
carefully because, of course, far greater than John in personal 
holiness was our Lord’s own mother. Speaking in a different sense, 
our Lord himself went on to say that the least in the Kingdom of 
Heaven was greater than John the Baptist. However, our Lord 
clearly affirms the greatness of John the Baptist. Now, let us ask in 
what did his greatness consist ? Obviously he heard the word of God, 
accepted it totally and put it into practice with utter dedication. He 
was a prophet and recognized by all as such. At times there were 
prophets in the Old Testament who were less than worthy of their 
calling, but such was not John the Baptist. The priests and Levites 
from Jerusalem were sent to ask him who he claimed to be in the 
scheme of God’s plan for his people. For instance, did he understand 
himself as being the Prophet whom Moses had predicted was to 
come? No, I certainly am not, replied John. Was he then Elijah 
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whom the Scriptures foretold would come again to prepare a people 
fit for the Lord? No. John saw himself as being none of these exalted 
figures — although, be it noted that our Lord told his disciples after 
his Transfiguration that John indeed had been the Elijah who was to 
come. So John was fearless, was wholly given over to bearing 
witness to the word of God, and he was profoundly humble. He 
sought no special status or praise in the eyes of others. Who then did 
he see himself as being? I am, John said in answer, nothing other 
than a voice, a voice crying out in the wilderness. 

He was a voice announcing the arrival of Another. As we 
think, then, of the greatness and the humility of John, we are drawn 
to think of the One to whom he bore such splendid and disinterested 
witness. John was a voice crying out to all that they prepare a way 
for the Lord. St John the Evangelist had been a disciple of the 
Baptist and therefore a personal witness to what he was narrating 
about him. His purpose in describing these scenes in which John the 
Baptist speaks and acts, was to set forth the person of Jesus. I am not 
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fit to undo the straps of the one who is coming, John said to his 
questioners (John 1: 19-28). What a testimony this is! St John tells 
us in the passage that “this is how John appeared as a witness.'’’’ John 
appeared as a witness by refusing all personal honours and by 
attributing all honour and glory to the One who was already in the 
midst of them. With this example before us, let us ask ourselves this 
question: in my heart of hearts do I think that “/ am not fit to undo 
the sandal straps ” of Jesus, whose disciple I am? Let us ask this 
question of our Jewish and other non-Christian brethren, what is your 
view of John the Baptist? Do you regard him as having been a holy 
man and a prophet? If you do thus regard him, should you not take 
heed of his testimony in respect to the person of Jesus? John the 
Baptist said of Jesus that he, John, was not worthy to bend down to 
undo his sandal strap. Considerable numbers of Christians would not 
have anything like this degree of veneration and reverence for the 
person of Jesus Christ. In his personal reverence for the person of 
Jesus, John the Baptist is a model for the modern Christian. He is 


also a model of the kind of witness before others that each Christian 
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ought bear in respect to Jesus. We ought be humble and profoundly 
reverent. We ought pray for the grace so to revere Christ that we too 
can say from the depths of our hearts that we are not fit to kneel 
down and undo his sandal-straps. This reverence ought show itself 
in the way we refer to Christ and in how we speak of all that is his, 
such as his Church and his Sacraments. 

Every person who has discovered Christ has a great work to 
do in life. It is to be faithful to his word and to bear witness to him. 
John the Baptist provides us with an outstanding model in respect to 
reverence for Jesus and bearing witness to him. It has often been 
remarked that modern man tends to lack reverence. Let us be 
humble in respect to ourselves and profoundly reverent in respect to 
the person of Jesus. John the Baptist can help us in this. 
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Tuesday Before the Epiphany (Weekdays of Christmastide) 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 118 (117): 26-27 Blessed is he who comes in 
the name of the Lord: The Lord is God and has given us light. 

Collect O God, who in the blessed childbearing of the holy Virgin 
Mary kept the flesh of your Son free from the sentence incurred by 
the human race, grant, we pray, that we, who have been taken up into 
this new creation, may be freed from the ancient taint of sin. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with 
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever. 

Scripture today : 1 John 2:29-3:6; Psalm 97; John 1: 29-34 

The next day, John saw Jesus coming to him and said, “Behold the 
Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. This is he of 
whom I said, After me there conies one who is preferred before me 
because he was before me. I did not know him, but for this have I 
come baptizing with water that he might be manifest in Israel. ” John 
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gave testimony, saying: “I saw the Spirit coming down as a dove 
from heaven, and he remained upon him. I did not know him but he 
who sent me to baptize with water said to me: ‘He upon whom you 
will see the Spirit descend and remain, he it is who baptizes with the 
Holy Spirit. ’ I saw and I have given testimony that this is the Son of 
God.” (John 1:29-34) 

Son of God At the outset of the Gospel of St John we are presented 
with the fundamental identity of Jesus of Nazareth. The Gospel 
opens with St John’s Prologue setting forth his profound reflections 
on the person of Jesus. Jesus is the eternal Word who had always 
been with God. He is the only-begotten Son of the Father, God 
himself made man. St John then introduces John the Baptist, in order 
to inform the reader of what John had said of Jesus. It is a tribute to 
the Baptist and to his remarkable testimony that he is so prominent in 
the very Prologue. We read in the synoptic Gospels (Matthew, Mark 
and Luke) that John pointed Jesus out as being the promised Messiah 
who would baptize with the Holy Spirit. John the Baptist’s mission 
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in life was to prepare the people for his coming and to alert the 
nation to the fact that it was in and through Jesus that the plans of 
God for his people and for the world would be fulfilled. Now St 
John, the author of the fourth Gospel, had been a disciple of John the 
Baptist and there are significant additions in his account of the 
Baptist’s testimony. He shows that the Baptist testified that our 
Lord’s mission was to take away the sin of the world: “ John saw 
Jesus coming to him and said, ‘Behold the Lamb of God who takes 
away the sin of the world’ ” (1:29). We are not told if John had any 
conception of how this would be done, but his image of Jesus being 
the Lamb of God suggests a sacrificial mission. It seems, then, that 
he understood that this great Servant of Yahweh would be the 
Suffering Servant portrayed in Isaiah. Jesus would also baptize in 
the Holy Spirit (1:33). Especially remarkable was his testimony that 
he who was God’s Lamb and who would baptize in the Spirit, was 
God’s Son. “I saw and I have given testimony that this is the Son of 
God ” (John 1: 29-34). It is clear that John did not regard Jesus as a 
son of God merely in a way that might have been applicable to any 
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prophet. He was the Son of God, although there is no further 
explanation given of John’s use of this pivotal title. 

John the Evangelist tells us at the end of his Gospel that he 
wrote it in order to show that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God 
(John 20:31). At the beginning of the Gospel he narrates that before 
the public work of Christ began, John the Baptist bore witness to this 
too. I once met a couple who had on their car a sign saying, “Jews 
for Jesus.” I stopped and asked them what the sign signified. They 
told me that “Jews for Jesus” referred to a movement of Jewish 
people who recognized that Jesus was the Messiah. John, whom the 
people recognized as a great prophet, bore testimony that Jesus was 
the promised Messiah. But there is far more to the person, the work 
and the mystery of Jesus than this. Most critically, there is the fact 
that he is God’s Son. John the Baptist gave that witness, and John 
the Evangelist goes on in his Gospel to show that Christ formally 
claimed to be the Son of God. This implied not only in his own mind 
but clearly in the mind of his enemies that he was equal to God. It 
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was this truth that Christ bore witness to in the presence of the 
highest religious authorities in the land. It was in order to render this 
witness that he allowed himself to be delivered into their hands. It 
was for this claim that they demanded his death from Pontius Pilate 
— “for pretending to be the Son of God” (John 19:7). Down through 
the centuries it has been the litmus test of the Christian. Does one 
accept that Jesus is not only the Messiah but the very Son of God? 
This is refused by our Jewish brothers and of course it is refused by 
our Muslim friends. It is the great claim of the Christian Church, and 
it is the reason why Christ is understood by the Christian faithful to 
have all authority in heaven and on earth. He is the King of kings 
and the Lord of lords above all because he is the very Son of God. 
He is the second Divine Person, and is just as much the one God as is 
the Father. In him resides the fullness of the Godhead, and the 
fullness of Christ resides in his body the Church. The Church 
contains this wondrous treasure, the person of Jesus Christ the Son of 
God made man. Those who by baptism become members of the 
Church receive a share in the divine life of Jesus Christ. 
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Let us place ourselves in the Gospel scene of today and listen 
to the testimony of John about Jesus. He is the Christ, the Messiah 
who is the Lamb of God taking away the sin of the world. He is the 
Saviour of man, and there is nothing lacking in him. In him comes 
every heavenly blessing because he is the very Son of God. Let us 
make him the entire object of our life and follow in his footsteps, no 
matter what may be the cost. He is our Way, our Truth and our Life. 

-- 
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Wednesday before the Epiphany (Weekdays of Christmastide) 

Entrance Antiphon Is 9:1 A people who walked in darkness has 
seen a great light; for those dwelling in a land of deep gloom, a light 
has shone. 

Collect Grant us, almighty God, that the bringer of your salvation, 
who for the world’s redemption came forth with newness of 
heavenly light, may dawn afresh in our hearts and bring us constant 
renewal. Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 1 John 3:7-10; Psalm 97; John 1:35-42 

The next day John stood with two of his disciples watching Jesus 
walking, and he said "Behold the Lamb of God. ” The two disciples 
heard him speak, and they followed Jesus. Jesus turned and seeing 
them following him said to them, “What do you seek?” They said to 
him, “Rabbi, (which is to say, Master,) where do you dwell?” He 
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said to them, “Come and see. ” They came, saw where he was 
dwelling, and they stayed with him that day. It was about the tenth 
hour. Andrew, the brother of Simon Peter, was one of the two who 
had heard what John had said, and had followed Jesus. He found his 
brother Simon and said to him, “We have found the Messiah, which, 
interpreted, is the Christ. ” And he brought him to Jesus. And Jesus 
looking upon him, said, You are Simon the son of Jonah: you will be 
called Cephas, which translated is Peter. (John 1:35-42) 

Come and See I have often considered that this scene is one of 
the most beautiful scenes in the Gospel, occurring right at the 
beginning of the public ministry of our Lord. Inasmuch as there are 
only three persons involved (except for the Baptist at the beginning), 
the source for this must be one of the two disciples of John who 
followed Jesus. Let us presume it was the one other than Andrew — 
probably John the Evangelist himself, the author of the Gospel. He 
remembers long afterwards the scene of his first meeting with Jesus. 
He met Jesus together with Andrew the brother of Simon Peter. It 
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came about because of what John the Baptist said of Jesus to his 
disciples, that he was the Lamb of God, that he was at the very centre 
of God’s plans for his people and for the world, that he was the 
Messiah. John was encouraging his two disciples to follow Jesus and 
this they did. Think of the respect and perhaps awe with which they 
followed Jesus, having heard these words of John! Why did they 
follow him? They yearned for God and they loved what was good. It 
was this which had drawn them to John the Baptist and had led them 
to place themselves at his feet as his disciples. Now they were taking 
their first steps towards someone far greater than the Baptist, and 
indeed they were within close proximity to the very best that God 
had sent. So they followed Jesus respectfully, diffidently and at a 
little distance, with yearning and love. They had before them the 
greatest of treasures, and lo! Jesus turns and gazes at them with 
simple friendliness, asking them what they were looking for. All 
they could say was, “Master” — implying their desire to listen and 
learn from him and be his disciples — “where do you live?” (John 
1:35-42) Could we follow you there and listen to you? Could we 
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have that privilege? Could we be with you? With a smile (so we may 
imagine) our Lord replies, “Come and see.” So they went and stayed 
with him that day, seeing for themselves that he, Jesus, was indeed 
the promised Messiah. 

There are many things we could comment on in respect to this 
scene, so pivotal for these first two of our Lord’s Apostles. Reading 
the other Gospels, we gather that at a certain point early during his 
public ministry our Lord formally called these same Apostles to 
follow him and they left their nets and did so (Matthew 4:18-22). 
But our Gospel scene today places us prior to this formal call and lets 
us glimpse the first encounter and the rise of their commitment to 
Jesus. How did it come about? There were several factors, beginning 
with John the Baptist’s clear and lofty testimony to Jesus. He was 
the Messiah, the Lamb of God who would take away the sin of the 
world. John’s holy life and immense prophetic authority conferred 
on Jesus a powerful aura at the outset, and constituted a positive 
encouragement for the two disciples to follow him. Secondly, our 
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Lord’s own simple friendliness immediately drew the two disciples 
to his life and person, convincing them at first hand of the truth of 
what John their prior master had said of him. But there was a third 
and indispensable element and that was their own active disposition. 
They truly wanted to know our Lord and to be his disciples. There 
was something in them that impelled them towards him and made 
them responsive to the testimony of John and wide open to the 
invitation, the friendship, the teaching and the authority of Jesus. In 
a word, they had the right dispositions. They were, to use the words 
of one of our Lord’s parables in a different Gospel, very good soil for 
the word to produce its crop. Their hearts desired God, and they saw 
in Jesus the full presence of God. There were others who would 
interact with our Lord and who would not have these dispositions — 
quite to the contrary. Their hearts were not right. There was even 
one of his disciples who presumably actively desired to be in our 
Lord’s company and whom our Lord not only called but chose as one 
of the Twelve, but who betrayed him. Let us then humbly and 
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perseveringly ask God for the right fundamental dispositions for 
discipleship while we ourselves work daily at acquiring them. 

All through life we must listen to the testimony of the Church 
about Christ, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. 
We have the example of these two disciples and their response to 
John’s testimony. But to listen well, our hearts must be properly 
disposed. We must attend to the state of our heart and we must every 
day work at eradicating the sin that lodges there and which will spoil 
the response we could give to Christ and his word. Let us entrust 
ourselves to the care and grace of the Holy Spirit whom we received 
at our baptism, and who abides with us in order to lead us to Jesus. 
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Thursday before the Epiphany (Weekdays of Christmastide) 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. John 1:1 In the beginning and before all 
ages, the Word was God and he humbled himself to be bom the 
Saviour of the world. 

Collect O God, who by the Nativity of your Only Begotten Son 
wondrously began for your people the work of redemption, grant, we 
pray, to your servants such firmness of faith, that by his guidance 
they may attain the glorious prize you have promised. Through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 1 John 3:11-21; Psalm 99; John 1:43-51 

On the following day Jesus intended to go to Galilee. He found 
Philip and said to him, “Follow me. ” Now Philip was of Bethsaida, 
the town of Andrew and Peter. Philip found Nathanael and said to 
him, “We have found the one of whom Moses in the law and the 
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prophets wrote, Jesus the son of Joseph of Nazareth. Nathanael said 
to him, “Can any thing of good come from Nazareth? ” Philip said to 
him “Come and see. ” Jesus saw Nathanael coming to him and said 
of him, “Behold an Israelite indeed in whom there is no guile. ” 
Nathanael said to him, “How do you know me?” Jesus answered 
him, “Before Philip called you, when you were under the fig tree I 
saw you. ” Nathanael answered him, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God, 
you are the King of Israel. ” Jesus answered, “Because I said to you, 
I saw you under the fig tree, you believe. You will see greater things 
than these. ” And he said to him, “Amen, amen I say to you, you will 
see heaven opened, and the angels of God ascending and descending 
upon the Son of man. ” (John 1:43-51) 

Knowing Christ In a pluralist world of various and indeed 
opposite opinions, people take up their positions. They form their 
own views and convictions, even the view that it is not possible to be 
ultimately certain about anything. A philosopher may come to 
describe himself as a theist, or an Hegelian, or a positive atheist. A 
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self-confessed religious person may describe himself as a Christian 
by conviction, or as a man not of religion but of so-called spirituality. 
Whatever it be, the person we are talking of has formed and adopted 
a position. Now, when it comes to being a Christian this way of 
talking can miss a fundamental element. Being a Christian does not 
simply involve “taking up a position,” which is to say, embracing the 
Christian system as a body of thought. It means having met and in 
some sense embraced a living and real Person, the person of Jesus. I 
suppose we could compare it with how a spouse describes his 
relationship with his partner, or a member of a family describes his 
relationship with his family. It is to be described in terms of personal 
relationships and not just in terms of intellectual conviction. “I know 
and love her” he would say, and not just that “I fully agree with her 
position.” The authentic Christian says, “I know and love Christ” and 
not just that “I fully agree with Christ’s teaching” — even though the 
love of Christ is expressed and sustained by the full acceptance of his 
teaching. His teaching is accepted not primarily because it 
commends itself to my mind (which it does anyway) but precisely 
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because it comes from him whom I know, love and fully accept. But 
there is an even more fundamental element in the life of the 
Christian. It is that I know and love Jesus because he has known, 
loved and chosen me first. Christ is not just a philosopher or teacher 
or great light whom I have chosen to approach and attach myself to. 
He has taken the initiative — though I may not have realized it — to 
approach me and invite me to himself. Of course, on reflection I 
myself may have found myself drawn to him, but the prior thing is 
his choice of me. 

In our Gospel today we are reminded of this pattern that is so 
fundamental in the life of a Christian. We read that on the following 
day Jesus intended to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, 
“Follow me.” Christ “found” Philip and invited him to follow him. 
Of course he would have seen in Philip the dispositions necessary to 
be a true disciple, but nevertheless the fundamental thing was his 
personal entry into Philip’s life by inviting him to follow him. 
Philip’s Christian life involved, yes, the acceptance of Christ’s 
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teaching. But it primarily involved Christ’s entry into his life as his 
friend and master at that moment of his call and invitation. The 
Christian life is not primarily — though it includes — the embrace of 
the “Christian position.” It is primarily a personal relationship of 
reverent and loving friendship with a living Person, the person of 
Jesus Christ. That relationship has its ultimate roots in Christ’s call 
to be his friend, disciple and ardent follower. The choice comes 
from Christ in the first instance, which means it comes from God. In 
our Gospel passage today (John 1: 43-51), Christ’s call to Philip 
passes on through Philip to Nathanael, and then confirmed by Christ 
himself when Nathanael meets him. So it is with every Christian. 
Indeed, the origins of this personal choice and call lie in eternity. St 
Paul tells us in one of his Letters that before the world began, God 
chose us, chose us in Christ to be holy and full of love in his sight. 
Both Philip and Nathanael henceforth knew that Christ had chosen 
and called them to himself, to be his friends and disciples. What a 
privilege this was! What an incentive to live a life worthy of this call! 
How tragic (as in the case of Judas) if this call were to be gradually 
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refused. Let us then ground our Christian life and “position” not 
primarily in a correct intellectual conclusion (though this must be 
part of it) but primarily in the knowledge and love of the living 
person who has chosen and called us to himself. 

This is to say that the daily life of the Christian must be based 
on personal prayer. This is the only way the living and risen Jesus 
will be encountered. It is the only way his personal call will be 
heard. On that basis, and together with it, one reads, ponders, thinks 
things through, and one comes to understand and accept the Christian 
position — but always as that which comes from the living Master. 
It is because of our faith and hope in him and our love for him who 
has chosen us for himself, that we accept his teaching — and not 
simply because we have come to agree with it. 
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Friday Before the Epiphany (Weekdays of Christmastide) 

Entrance Antiphon Psalm 112 (111): 4 A light has risen in the 
darkness for the upright of heart; the Lord is generous, merciful and 
just. 

Collect Cast your kindly light upon your faithful. Lord, we pray, 
and with the splendour of your glory set their hearts ever aflame, that 
they may never cease to acknowledge their Saviour and may truly 
hold fast to him. Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 1 John 5:5-13; Psalm 147:12-15, 19-20; 

Mark 1:7-11 or Luke 3:23-38. 

And this was John’s message: “After me will come one more 
powerful than I, the thongs of whose sandals I am not worthy to 
stoop down and untie. / baptize you with water, but he will baptize 
you with the Holy Spirit. ” At that time Jesus came from Nazareth in 
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Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. As Jesus was 
coming up out of the water, he saw heaven being torn open and the 
Spirit descending on him like a dove. And a voice came from 
heaven: “You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased. ” 
(Mark 1:7-11) 

The Spirit We read at the beginning of the Bible that, “In the 
beginning God created the heaven and the earth. And the earth was 
without form, and void; and darkness was upon the face of the deep. 
And the spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters. And God 
said, Let there be light: and there was light ” (Genesis 1: 1-3). What 
was the inspired intent in speaking of the “spirit of God” here? It is, 
of course, disputed, but the plain meaning is at least that the power of 
God enveloped — hovered over — all. God spoke and by this power 
things came to be and were arranged. As with the word, so with the 
spirit, more and more was gradually revealed. The word was 
revealed to be the Word, and the spirit was revealed to be the Spirit, 
and each was the gift of God to man. In our Gospel passage today, 
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God and his Word and the divine Spirit occupy the scene together, 
each in his individuality and yet in intimate communion. Let our 
attention turn for a moment to the Spirit. By the power of the Spirit, 
God created the universe. The Spirit is continually present in 
creation because by his power, God continually sustains the universe. 
He is also present among the peoples. When Pope Paul II addressed 
the Australian Aborigines at Alice Springs in 1986, he said that “for 
thousands of years” they had fashioned their culture, and that “ during 
all this time, the Spirit of God has been with you.'’’’ The Pope said that 

“Your "Dreaming” . is your own way of touching the mystery of 

God’s Spirit in you and in creation. You must keep your striving for 
God and hold on to it in your lives.'’’’ But there is clearly a sense in 
which the Holy Spirit was granted to individuals in a special way, 
granting fuller gifts and greater guidance. The Spirit came upon 
David when he was anointed by Samuel to be king after Saul. The 
Spirit came upon various Judges, such as Samson, to defend and 
guide the people. He came upon the prophets, and we read at the 
start of the Gospel of St Luke that he came upon John the Baptist 
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while he was still in the womb. John had the greatest mission of the 
prophets, for he was to announce the arrival of the Messiah and point 
him out. 

In our Gospel today (Mark 1:7-11), the Spirit comes upon 
Jesus at his baptism in the river Jordan to launch him on his mission. 
It must have been a striking event: the heavens were seen to be “torn 
open”, and like a dove the Spirit descended on Christ in such a way 
as to be obvious. All of the comings of the Spirit on chosen persons 
were exceptional events with special results for those around. But 
the coming of the Spirit on Jesus was the herald of an altogether new 
coming: that coming of the Spirit on all men. And so it is that, just 
as there is the wonder of the Word of God becoming man, so there is 
the wonder of the Holy Spirit being granted to each of us who, by 
faith and baptism, accept the Word who is life. We do not think 
enough of the Holy Spirit. It is by the power of the Holy Spirit that 
the world was made and is sustained. How mighty is the Holy Spirit! 


He is a distinct Person, a divine Self who views all of creation and 
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who communes with the Father and the Son. He is the ineffable 
fulness of their life of love, and it is he who unites both in their 
eternal embrace. It was by his power that the wondrous miracle of 
the Incarnation was effected. It was by his power that the Son of 
God offered himself as a victim on the Cross, and it was by his 
power that he rose to life. It is by his power that the bread and the 
wine is changed at Mass into the Body and Blood of Christ. When 
we think of the Spirit we ought think of love and might, a might that 
led the unconquerable Christ to turn the prospects of the world right 
around. By the power of the Holy Spirit, the Son of God broke the 
power of sin and set man in a heavenward direction. Now, this same 
Spirit who came upon Christ in the river Jordan comes upon us at our 
baptism, and again at our confirmation, and very many times in life, 
provided we remain in the state of grace. However, we puny and 
mortal creatures have it in our power to make the Holy Spirit sad, as 
St Paul writes. We do this when we commit deliberate sin. 
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The coming of the Holy Spirit on Christ at his baptism in the 
river Jordan marked his consecration as God’s instrument, whereby 
we would be born again in the Holy Spirit by faith and baptism. As 
we think of Jesus, let us think of the Gift he brings. That Gift is the 
Comforter, the Advocate, the Teacher, the Guide. He bears witness 
to Jesus, and transforms us gradually into the likeness of Jesus 
Christ. Come, Holy Spirit! Fill the hearts of your faithful! Enkindle 
in us the fire of your love. Grant that by this Spirit we may be truly 
wise, and always rejoice in his consolations. 
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Saturday Before the Epiphany (Weekdays of Christmastide) 

Entrance Antiphon Gal 4: 4-5 God sent his Son, bom of a woman, 
so that we might receive adoption as children. 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, who were pleased to shine 
forth with new light through the coming of your Only Begotten Son, 
grant, we pray, that, just as he was pleased to share our bodily form 
through the childbearing of the Virgin Mary, so we, too, may one day 
merit to become companions in his kingdom of grace. Who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. 

Scripture today : 1 John 5:14-21; Psalm 149:1-5; John 2:1-11 

On the third day a wedding took place at Cana in Galilee. Jesus ’ 
mother was there, and Jesus and his disciples had also been invited 
to the wedding. When the wine was gone, Jesus ’ mother said to him, 
“They have no more wine. ” “Dear woman, why do you involve me? ” 
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Jesus replied, “My time has not yet come. ” His mother said to the 
servants, “Do whatever he tells you. ” Nearby stood six stone water 
jars, the kind used by the Jews for ceremonial washing, each holding 
from twenty to thirty gcdlons. Jesus said to the servants, “Fill the 
jars with water so they filled them to the brim. Then he told them, 
“Now draw some out and take it to the master of the banquet. ” They 
did so, and the master of the banquet tasted the water that had been 
turned into wine. He did not realize where it had come from, though 
the serx’ants who had drawn the water knew. Then he called the 
bridegroom aside and said, “Everyone brings out the choice wine 
first and then the cheaper wine after the guests have had too much to 
drink; but you have saved the best till now. ” This, the first of his 
miraculous signs, Jesus performed in Cana of Galilee. He thus 
revealed his glory, and his disciples put their faith in him. 
(John 2:1-11) 

Jesus and Mary Our Gospel scene is of a joyous wedding 
celebration in a tiny village of Galilee, not far from Nazareth. The 
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bridal couple knew Mary and Jesus well, and Mary, in the midst of 
the event, was alert to what was happening. There had been a 
miscalculation and it threatened to disappoint the entire celebration. 
The wine had run out. A subdued consternation grew among those 
managing the proceedings. Silently she turned and went to her son. 
He had returned to Galilee from Judea, and had also been invited. It 
must have become known that he had gathered a small band of 
associates. They were invited to the wedding feast with him, and 
presumably John, the author of the Gospel passage, was among them. 
By now he knew the mother of Jesus, and he observed what was 
happening. She approached, and spoke a quiet word to her son — a 
word which John may have distinctly overheard, never to be 
forgotten. The eyes of Mary met those of her son, and she simply 
said, “They have no more wine." Jesus knew immediately that she 
was asking that he do something beyond nature — which is to say 
that he begin his great mission now. It shows that she was calmly 
expecting his messianic work to become manifest at any point. They 


both knew it — both he and she. A little while before, he had left 
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Nazareth to go to Judea for baptism by his kinsman John, who was 
already famed as a prophet. Mother and son undoubtedly looked on 
that baptism as the formal beginning of the work ahead. And so he 
returned, introduced to her his disciples, and now the wedding feast 
was in progress. A sudden need had arisen — the bridal couple, the 
organizers and several others present were about to be embarrassed. 
Now, though unplanned and unexpected, was the moment, for now 
there was a need. She simply said the word, heard his reply to her, 
and left to go to the servants. She directed their attention to him, and 
said, “Do whatever he says.” That was all, and Christ’s grandeur as a 
great instrument of God was within minutes made manifest. Jesus 
could not resist the word of his mother. 

As we read this passage we think of the effortless power of 
Jesus Christ over nature — he did not pronounce so much as a word 
of command. At a later time, during the height of his ministry, he 
and his disciples were out in the boat in the midst of a heavy sea. So 
serious was it that they — experienced fishermen — thought they 
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were about to go down. But he was sound asleep. They roused him 
with a shout, and he calmly rose and with a word quelled the raging 
storm to a silent calm. On that occasion he did use a word of 
command. But at the wedding feast of Cana, not even a word was 
spoken. He simply rose and walked towards the stewards. Perhaps 
he had seen the ones his mother had just been speaking to. He gave 
them simple directions: fill those jars with water. Perhaps he 
watched them doing this, perhaps they brought word to him when it 
was done. Now take a draught of it to the master of the banquet, he 
said. Perhaps our Lord was smiling, anticipating the surprise and 
enjoying the thought of the joy soon to come. His mother was also in 
the room, in the midst of others, but undoubtedly observing what was 
going on. She knew he would resolve the problem with effortless 
divine power, and so it was. John too, the author of our passage, 
who may have heard the word of Mary to Jesus, also saw what was 
happening. His eyes would have opened wide in fascination at the 
sign before him of the glory of the One whose disciple he now was. 
We are told that this was “the first of his miraculous signs.” Jesus 
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performed it in Cana of Galilee. John was not the only one of his 
disciples to perceive his glory, for we read that “He thus revealed his 
glory, and his disciples put their faith in him” (John 2: 1-11). It had 
happened quietly, modestly and with no fanfare, as if it was as 
nothing for the might and glory of the wonderful man they now 
followed. It was the first of so many of what they would come to 
call his mighty works, of which in number and quality there had been 
no equal in the chosen people to that point. Christ had entered the 
scene publicly. His power and his goodness became manifest in a 
new way. But so had, in the mind of the disciples, the person of 
Mary. By her prayer, it had all begun. 

Let us appreciate anew the glory of Jesus, which St John tells 
us began to be shown on this occasion at the wedding feast of Cana. 
It is all so human, so accessible, so open to our touch. Jesus, mighty 
God become man, was now with us and he is with us still. By our 
faith and our baptism we are in him and we have access to his life 
and his grace. But Mary his mother is with us too, and her 
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intercession is so very great. Holy Mary, mother of God, pray for us 
sinners now and at the end! 
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Feast of the Epiphany of the Lord 

At the Vigil Mass 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Bar 5: 5 Arise, Jerusalem, and look to the 
East and see your children gathered from the rising to the setting of 
the sun. 

Collect May the splendour of your majesty, O Lord, we pray, shed 
its light upon our hearts, that we may pass through the shadows of 
this world and reach the brightness of our eternal home. Through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

At the Mass during the Day 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Mai 3: 1; 1 Chr 29: 12 Behold, the Lord, the 
Mighty One, has come; and kingship is in his grasp, and power and 


dominion. 
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Collect O God, who on this day revealed your Only Begotten Son 
to the nations by the guidance of a star, grant in your mercy, that we, 
who know you already by faith, may be brought to behold the beauty 
of your sublime glory. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Isaiah 60:1-6; Psalm 71; 

Ephesians 3:2-3.5-6; Matthew 2:1-12 

When Jesus therefore was born in Bethlehem of Judea, in the days of 
king Herod, behold, there came Magi from the east to Jerusalem. 
They said, “Where is he that is born king of the Jews? For we have 
seen his star in the east, and have come to adore him. ” And king 
Herod hearing this was troubled, and all of Jerusalem with him. And 
assembling together all the chief priests and the scribes of the 
people, he inquired of them where Christ would be born. They said 
to him, “In Bethlehem of Judea. For it is written by the prophet, 
“You Bethlehem of the land of Judea are not the least among the 
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princes of Judea, for out of you will come forth the captain who will 
rule my people Israel. ” Then Herod, privately calling the wise men, 
carefully learned of them the time of the star which appeared to 
them. Then sending them on to Bethlehem, said “Go and diligently 
inquire after the child, and when you have found him, bring me word 
again, that I also may come to adore him. ” Having heard the king 
they went their way; and behold the star which they had seen in the 
east went before them until it came and stood over where the child 
was. Seeing the star they rejoiced with very great joy. Entering the 
house they found the child with Mary his mother and falling down 
they adored him. Then opening their treasures they offered him gifts, 
gold, frankincense, and myrrh. Having received a word in a dream 
that they must not return to Herod, they went back via another route 
to their country. (Matthew 2:1-12) 

The World In our Gospel passage today for the feast of the 
Epiphany, St Matthew presents us with one of the several 
extraordinary facts associated with our Lord’s birth which 
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reverberated on a limited scene. The chapter opens with a 
matter-of-fact reference to the birth of Jesus in Bethlehem of Judah 
in the days of King Herod. Again, in a matter-of-fact manner, 
Matthew records that “ there came Magi from the east to Jerusalem 
asking, where is he who is born king of the Jews? For we have seen 
his star in the East and have come to adore him.” (Matthew 2:1-12) 
This visit was a sign from heaven that this Child is the child of the 
ages, the child whose work would be of world significance, the child 
long predicted as the Messiah-King. God revealed through his angel 
the nature and work of this Child to Mary and Joseph (in Matthew, 
chapter 1), and now he reveals something of it to the Gentiles (in 
chapter 2). He is the King of the Jews. He cannot have been 
perceived by these pagan Magi as just an ordinary future King in a 
foreign land (like, say, Herod with whom they spoke), because they 
themselves felt entirely involved by the birth. This Child was a King 
whose reach would touch them and their world. There was a love 
and veneration in their attitude because they believed that this future 
King would be a boon to them. It is intriguing, incidentally, that this 



310 


small company of learned pagans who arrived to pay their respects to 
the as-yet unknown Child came from the East, and not, say, from the 
West and from Rome. If the entire scene were just a symbolic 
fiction, would it not have been more impressive if Matthew had 
invented a few learned people arriving from, say, Rome to adore the 
Child? After all, Rome was already the master of the world, and 
Herod himself occupied his throne only by Rome’s permission. But 
no, they came from the East and perhaps they were Zoroastrian 
Magi. This adds, in my view, to its undoubted credibility. The 
point, though, is that the event of their journey, their arrival and their 
words implied and bore witness to the fact that this obscure Child 
was a Messiah not just for the Jews but for the nations. 

Matthew’s account of these profoundly religious pagans from 
the East bowing down before the Child Jesus, invites us to rest our 
gaze on Christ and to join with them in their faith and in their 
adoration of him. “ And entering into the house, they found the child 
with Mary his mother, and falling down they adored him; and 
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opening their treasures, they offered him gifts; gold, frankincense, 
and myrrh ” (Matthew 2:1-12). Jesus is the Messiah-King of the 
Jews but also the King of all the nations. Matthew sees in the action 
and words of the Magi heavenly testimony to the fact that the 
Christ-Child is the universal Lord and King of the world. What 
happened was a fact full of significance and symbolism. Moreover, 
not only does it tell us about Christ but it tells us about what God can 
do and is doing in the hearts of those who do not know him. If we 
assume that the little band of Magi were, say, Zoroastrian priests and 
scribes, then God was not simply leaving them in a darkness bereft of 
any kind of revelation. God was leading them on to Christ. Christ is 
the true revelation and religion of God, but God was near to the 
efforts of the pagans to attain the light, in order to bring them to the 
Light. He gave them a “star” — and could this in fact have been, 
say, an Angel appearing as if a star? After all, an Angel enlightened 
Mary and Joseph in the first Chapter. In the second Chapter, God is 
shown enlightening the pagans through a “star”. The point I am 
making here is that these good and conscientious pagans, searching 
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from within their own religious tradition, were not being left to their 
own unaided powers. God was leading them on not to a fuller truth 
in their own religion, but to revealed truth beyond it. They were well 
disposed, and more so than their more religiously blessed 
interlocutors in Jerusalem, and they were using in good faith the 
means providence had placed at hand. One would think that 
Matthew saw these events as symbolic of the hand of God and his 
call in the life of the nations. God was present in the fallen religious 
life of the pagan world and was vouchsafing them with a form of 
revelation that led those with goodwill to the Saviour, the King of the 
Jews. 


The word Epiphany in Greek means “manifestation.” We 
think of the manifestation or revelation of Christ to those of goodwill 
from the pagan world. Jesus Christ is the Messiah-King of the Jews, 
but he is also the Messiah-King of the world. He is the Lord of lords 
and all authority in heaven and on earth has been given to him. God 


is at work in the heart of the world, granting revelations of sorts, in 
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order to call it gradually to the person of Christ. The fulfilment of 
the world will consist in its acknowledging Jesus as its Lord, and 
living its life accordingly. At the beginning of Matthew’s Gospel 
(2:1-12), God reveals himself to the pagan Magi. At the end his 
Gospel, Christ sends his disciples to the whole world (28:18-20). Let 
us join with Jesus in bearing witness to him before the world, 
knowing that the grace of God has gone ahead of us to make our 
testimony fruitful. 

Further reading : The Catechism of the Catholic Church , no.528 (The 
Feast of the Epiphany of the Lord), 484-487 (Conceived by the 
power of the Holy Spirit) 
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Monday After the Epiphany (Weekdays of Christmastide) 

Entrance Antiphon A holy day has dawned upon us: Come, you 
nations, and adore the Lord, for a great light has come down upon the 
earth. 

Collect O God, whose eternal Word adorns the face of the heavens 
yet accepted from the Virgin Mary the frailty of our flesh, grant, we 
pray, that he who appeared among us as the splendour of truth may 
go forth in the fullness of power for the redemption of the world. 
Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 1 John 3:22-4:6; Ps. 2; Matthew 4:12-17.23-25 

When Jesus heard that John had been arrested he retired to Galilee. 
Leaving Nazareth he came and dwelt in Capharnaum on the sea 
coast within the borders of Zabulon and Nephthalim. This was in 
order that it might be fulfilled what was said by Isaiah the prophet: 
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‘Land ofZabulon and land of Nephthalim, the way of the sea beyond 
the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles: The people that sat in darkness, 
has seen a great light. For those who sat in the shadow of death a 
light has dawned. ’ From that time Jesus began to proclaim, “Do 
penance, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand. ” Jesus went about all 
Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, preaching the gospel of the 
kingdom and healing all manner of sickness and every infirmity 
among the people. His fame spread throughout cdl Syria and they 
presented to him cdl sick people who were afflicted with various 
diseases and torments. Such as were possessed by devils, and 
lunatics, and those that had palsy, he cured. Many followed him 
from Gcdilee, from Decapods, from Jerusalem, from Judea and from 
beyond the Jordan. (Matthew 4:12-17.23-25) 

Knowing Christ Routine is a natural and indeed good feature of 
life, and the regular course of action that constitutes routine is 
necessary in the development of most good things. Generally the 
development of anything requires order, and order includes a certain 
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repetition and this repetition is often life-long. We need homes, and 
there is a certain routine in the ordered construction of them. In the 
keeping of a home there are much the same duties to be done 
repeatedly — such as cleaning and maintaining — and this 
constitutes a routine. A husband and wife follow a regular course of 
action day by day in their very relationships: they live together, they 
dine together, they do many different things together and they do 
these good things repeatedly. If they do not live in this ordered and 
repetitive way, their relationship will have no chance of deepening. 
The flourishing of their love requires a certain routine. Man is 
perfectible and is called to seek that perfection, and repeated 
application at certain things is a necessary feature of the process. But 
by the same token, because of the sameness in any regular course of 
action, we can lose interest. A spouse can lose interest in his partner 
because he gets bored with the sameness. He has forgotten that the 
regular and repetitive nature of living with one another is not only 
necessary but full of possibility for development. Now, this danger 
can afflict a person’s religious life and in particular his life with 
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Christ. St John’s Gospel tells us that at the Last Supper our Lord 
said that eternal life is this, to know the Father and him, Christ, 
whom the Father sent. But if we are to come to know Christ we must 
be prepared to work at it day by day all through life. There must be a 
routine of daily prayer, reading, spiritual attention and effort, and this 
routine must involve earnest application. Many give up because of 
the routine, and seek distractions instead. It is precisely through a 
persevering spiritual routine or plan of spiritual life that we come to 
know the freshness, the reality and the uniqueness of the person of 
Jesus Christ. 

That having been said, let us endeavour to appreciate Christ’s 
towering grandeur as it is portrayed in our Gospel passage today 
(Matthew 4: 12-17.23-25). Christ returns to Galilee after the arrest 
of John. Through his reference to the prophecy of Isaiah, St 
Matthew endeavours to show Christ’s spectacular greatness. The 
prophet speaks of a “ Galilee of the Gentiles. The people that sat in 
darkness, has seen a great light. For those who sat in the shadow of 
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death a light has dawned Christ is a very great light dispelling a 
darkness that is the shadow of death, and he possessed power without 
limit. We read that “ from that time Jesus began to proclaim, 'Do 
penance, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand. ’ Jesus went about all 
Gcdilee, teaching in their synagogues, preaching the gospel of the 
kingdom and healing all manner of sickness and every infirmity 
among the people John preached at the Jordan, but Christ went 
everywhere throughout Galilee and, though he was sent to the House 
of Israel, Galilee was a land with many Gentiles. He appeared as a 
great light, and the personal authority which he displayed to teach 
and pronounce on God’s plan was astonishing to the people and 
disconcerting to the leaders. He presented himself as the supreme 
light who needed no other, and those who refused him he declared to 
be in the darkness, a darkness that would lead to death. We need to 
appreciate the freshness and the greatness of Christ as the light of the 
world both now and for all the ages. His word is supreme. Not only 
that, but his power was without limit in the service of good. “Swc/z 
as were possessed by devils, and lunatics, and those that had palsy, 
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he cured.” Philosophers speak of the Absolute — the ultimate reality. 
The Christian identifies this Absolute as having appeared in history. 
This Absolute was a particular person at a particular point of history 
in a particular locale. He is Jesus of Nazareth and he lives now. 

Let us not allow ourselves to lose interest in Jesus, for we do 
so at our peril. Through a wholesome and necessary spiritual routine 
we must come to know him. He is real, he lives, and he is the Light 
and the Power of the world. He is our guide and he is our mainstay. 
He is the Ruler of the kings of the earth, though unseen. His 
kingdom will never end and it has already begun. It will be 
manifested in all its glory at the end and we had better be part of it. 
If we are not, all is lost for us. So then, let us take our stand with 
Jesus because as he says in the Gospel, all who do not gather with 
him will be scattered. 
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Tuesday After the Epiphany (Weekdays of Christmastide) 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 118 (117): 26-27 Blessed is he who comes 
in the name of the Lord: The Lord is God and has given us light. 

Collect O God, whose Only Begotten Son has appeared in our 
very flesh, grant, we pray, that we may be inwardly transformed 
through him whom we recognize as outwardly like ourselves. Who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 1 John 4:7-10; Psalm 71; Mark 6:34-44 

When Jesus landed and saw a large crowd, he had compassion on 
them, because they were like sheep without a shepherd. So he began 
teaching them many things. By this time it was late in the day, so his 
disciples came to him. This is a remote place, they said, and it’s 
already very late. Send the people away so that they can go to the 
surrounding countryside and villages and buy themselves something 
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to eat. But he answered, You give them something to eat. They said 
to him, That would take eight months of a man’s wages! Are we to go 
and spend that much on bread and give it to them to eat? How many 
loaves do you have? he asked. Go and see. When they found out, 
they said, Five — and two fish. Then Jesus directed them to have all 
the people sit down in groups on the green grass. So they sat down 
in groups of hundreds and fifties. Taking the five loaves and the two 
fish and looking up to heaven, he gave thanks and broke the loaves. 
Then he gave them to his disciples to set before the people. He also 
divided the two fish among them all. They all ate and were satisfied, 
and the disciples picked up twelve basketfuls of broken pieces of 
bread and fish. The number of the men who had eaten was five 
thousand. (Mark 6:34-44) 

The Light Years ago I read a piece by the famous British 
journalist Malcolm Muggeridge, since deceased. Muggeridge was an 
outstanding commentator and contributed significantly to bringing 
the person of Mother Teresa to the attention of the world. In his 
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article he wrote that he always had the ambition of being a light for 
others. From being an agnostic (and perhaps close to atheism) he 
came to embrace Catholicism, through, principally, his association 
with Mother Teresa of Calcutta. His ambition was to be a light. He 
became a light because of his Christian faith and the talents he 
possessed to manifest his faith. Muggeridge’s article reminded me of 
the world’s need for a light. In every generation there are numerous 
persons clamouring for prominence and who claim in one way or 
another to be a light. A communist regime holds control of a vast 
country and refuses any other opinion. It believes itself to be the 
light for that nation while itself being unawares in darkness and 
doing much harm in the process. A populist gains power through a 
country’s democratic processes and gradually exploits his position to 
impose a dictatorship in the name of socialism for the sake of the 
poor. He regards himself as the light for the people and proceeds to 
suppress freedoms and to curtail the rights of the Church. He is 
oblivious to the darkness that envelops him and which, from him, 
spreads to so many others. One of the fascinating things to consider 



323 


in human history is simply the contrariety of viewpoints and firmly 
held convictions. People hold diametrically opposed views with 
utter conviction as to their truth. This recurring and almost universal 
phenomenon, generation after generation, has led many philosophers 
and those influenced by them to think that there is no such thing as 
objective truth, and that the only truth is what is useful or preferable. 
Others implicitly accept the possibility that opposite convictions may 
each be true. But the absurdity of all this will not do. 

The long and the short of it is, as alluded to above, that the 
human race needs a Light from on high. In our Gospel passage today 
we read that, “As Jesus stepped ashore he saw a large crowd, and he 
took pity on them because they were like sheep without a shepherd, 
and he set himself to teach them at some length ” (Mark 6: 34-44). 
We can surely view the large crowd that awaited our Lord as an 
image of the world, except for the fact that so very much of the world 
does not understand its plight. The world awaits a Teacher, and the 
Christian claim is that Christ is the true Light of the world. This 
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claim derives from Christ himself. He claimed to be the Light of the 
world, and that anyone who does not walk in the light which he is, 
walks in the darkness. Of course, the light of the Son of God 
pervades creation because it is through him that all things come to 
be. But the point here is that it is from him that man’s true light 
flows. Its source is Jesus Christ the Son of God made man, and in 
our Gospel passage today we have this very Person stepping forward 
to guide the crowds, who were like sheep without a shepherd. 
Moreover, he was filled with pity for them, symbolizing in the 
process the mercy that fills the heart of Christ for all men and for 
each of us as we search our way towards salvation. Christ had no 
doubt about the matter, nor did he leave any doubts in the minds of 
his disciples — he himself was the Light of the world and the only 
Light. He was the only way to the Father. He is the Way, the Truth 
and the Life. No other religious leader or philosopher would have 
dared to make such claims, but Christ did so with calm and 
consistent assurance. We who are his disciples, similarly must bear 
calm and unambiguous witness to the central role the Person of Jesus 
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occupies in our unceasingly troubled world. The great family of 
mankind is like a vast concourse of sheep without a shepherd. Christ 
is the good Shepherd who looks on all with compassion and who is 
the guide and the light of each and all. 

Let us place ourselves in the company of Jesus and resolve to 
be his disciples in real earnest. Let us understand very clearly that of 
ourselves we are like sheep without a shepherd, as is the world 
around us. Let us then take our stand with him and resolve to bring 
others to the recognition that in him we have the answer to our 
plight, an answer that has come to us from above. That answer is the 
person of Jesus in whom, as St Paul writes, is to be found every 
heavenly blessing. 
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Wednesday After the Epiphany (Weekdays of Christmastide) 

Entrance Antiphon Is 9:1 A people who walked in darkness has 
seen a great light; for those dwelling in a land of deep gloom, a light 
has shone. 

Collect O God, who bestow light on all the nations, grant your 
peoples the gladness of lasting peace and pour into our hearts that 
brilliant light by which you purified the minds of our fathers in faith. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with 
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 1 John 4:11-18; Psalm 71; Mark 6:45-52 

Jesus immediately ordered his disciples to get into the boat and go 
ahead of him to Bethsaida while he dismissed the people. When he 
had sent the people off he went up the mountain to pray. When it 
was late the boat was in the middle the Lake and himself alone on the 
land. It was about the fourth watch of the night and seeing them in 
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difficulty (for the wind was against them) he came to them walking 
across the water, and made as if to pass them by. When they saw 
him coming on the water they thought it was a ghost and cried out 
for fear. Immediately he said to them, “Take courage, it is I. Do not 
be afraid. ” He thereupon alighted the boat and the wind ceased. 
They were dumbfounded, for they had not understood the event of the 
loaves. Their minds were closed. (Mark 6:45-52) 

Evil and Disorder There was a time when the Argument for God 
from Design was regarded as the simplest and clearest proof of the 
existence of God. Two centuries ago Paley was writing of the proofs 
of the existence of God and he used it at length. If you found a 
watch would you not think that it required a designer? So too does 
the world require a Designer. Fair enough, although rather than 
making it an argument from the design that is seen in things, perhaps 
a better word would be order. There is a radical order and 
intelligibility in the universe and this requires an Orderer. Be that as 
it may, the problem is that very many people are struck not so much 
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with the order in things (as against a radical chaos) but with the 
degree of disorder everywhere. If God is all-powerful, could he not 
have put better order into things? If this is the best he can do, is he 
really what we mean by the infinite and all-good God? Whatever 
about that response to an argument which while quite valid needs 
constant refining, it is a response that reminds us once again of the 
problem of evil and suffering - and this is our point here. Why am I 
suffering this meaningless, unnecessary and very painful 
circumstance? A large number of innocent people board a plane and 
it goes down in a terrible storm and all are destroyed. Untold 
suffering visits their families. Disease, famine, natural disasters, 
rampant terrorism strikes right and left and reveal the radical 
vulnerability of every visible thing. This “disorder” could suggest, 
incidentally, that a principle of disorder has been introduced from 
some other source. It could also suggest that the divine Orderer has 
given to us his children an ongoing share in the work of ordering the 
world in accord with his plan. In fact God has revealed this to be the 
very case. Be all that as it may, the problem of evil remains and the 
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human family yearns for a solution. Is there something concrete that 
the human family can turn to in the midst of the “disorder” of the 
world, and which will deliver man from the evil of his situation? 

Yes indeed, there is. In our Gospel today (Mark 6:45-52) we 
are presented with the grand figure of Jesus. He has dismissed the 
crowds after having effortlessly fed them to their entire satisfaction. 
With a handful of food he fed thousands of people and there were 
several baskets full of the scraps left over. Earlier he had cured 
people of all kinds of debilitating sicknesses and diseases. Now he 
sends them home and goes up the hill to pray by night, having sent 
his disciples ahead of him to cross the Lake. He makes no mention 
of how he will rejoin them. They do as he tells them, and in the 
process of doing so, difficulties strike them. How typical of the 
situation of man! God places him in this world with the gift of life 
and gives him his work and responsibilities. He does what he is told 
to do, or perhaps he does not. Whatever be his course, difficulties 
and “disorder” strike him. In our Gospel passage today, our Lord’s 
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disciples are in the process of doing exactly what our Lord asked 
them to do — which was to cross the Lake to the other side — and 
they find themselves in difficulties. But lo! He comes to them in the 
midst of their difficulties and in a way that would seem impossible. 
How could it be expected that Christ would be with them far out on 
the Lake in the midst of these bad conditions? It is a lesson for man 
in all his situations. Christ now lives, and whatever was his power 
then when he walked the earth, now that he is risen it is unrestricted 
by all that relates to death. He lives in glory. Death and difficulty 
cannot touch him. In his risen glory he is always near, near to us in 
all our difficulties. Whatever be the storm and the trouble afflicting 
man, Christ will be coming to him within that storm. He repeats to 
each of us in our difficulty, “Have courage, it is I. Do not be afraid!” 
He may not choose to banish the difficulty (but of course he may!), 
but he who is the Saviour of the world will be there. He came to the 
disciples during this Gospel scene, we can be assured that he will 
come to us. With him by our side all will ultimately be well. We 
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need not be afraid. Christ is with me. As St Thomas More wrote to 
his daughter, though I lose my head I’ll come to no harm. 

Let us look on the difficulties of this life and the turmoil of 
the world in the light of today’s Gospel. Christ the Redeemer of man 
is there in the midst of every affliction. He has been through it all 
and understands. His own sufferings were not taken away and those 
sufferings brought life to the world. Let us take our stand with him 
placing our entire faith in him whatever be our circumstances. With 
him we are safe. Separated from him we are vulnerable indeed. 
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Thursday After the Epiphany (Weekdays of Christmastide) 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Jn 1: 1 In the beginning and before all ages, 
the Word was God and he humbled himself to be born the Saviour of 
the world. 

Collect O God, who through your Son raised up your eternal light 
for all nations, grant that your people may come to acknowledge the 
full splendour of their Redeemer, that, bathed ever more in his 
radiance, they may reach everlasting glory. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 1 John 4:19-5:4; Psalm 71; Luke 4:14-22 

Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit to Galilee and the fame of 
him went out through the whole country. He taught in their 
synagogues and was praised by all. He came to Nazareth where he 
was brought up and went into the synagogue, according to his 
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custom, on the Sabbath day. He stood up to read, and the book of 
Isaiah the prophet was handed to him. As he unfolded the scroll he 
found the place where it was written, “ The Spirit of the Lord is upon 
me. Therefore he has anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor. 
He has sent me to heal the contrite of heart, to preach deliverance to 
the captives and sight to the blind, to set at liberty those who are 
bruised, to preach the acceptable year of the Lord, and the day of 
reward. ” When he had folded up the scroll he handed it to the leader 
and sat down. The eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on him, 
and he began to say to them: “This scripture you have heard is this 
day fulfilled. ” All gave testimony to him and marvelled at the 
graceful words that flowed from his lips, saying: “Is not this the son 
of Joseph? ” (Luke 4:14-22) 

Behold the Man! One of the notable features of our Gospel 
passage today is its vivid factual detail. At the beginning of his 
Gospel, St Luke informs us that “many have been at pains to set 
forth the history ” of Jesus’ life and work, based on “the tradition of 
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those first eyewitnesses ”. Luke too has resolved to narrate the story 
in writing, and has “traced it carefully from its first beginnings"' 
(Luke 1:1-3). He means to write history and at times he includes 
copious detail. Our scene today describes our Lord’s return to his 
hometown and the sensation caused by his address in the synagogue. 
So special was the event that Luke describes it in detail. He tells us 
that our Lord went to the synagogue on the Sabbath day as he had 
long been accustomed to. He describes how our Lord stood up to 
read, how he was handed the scroll of the prophet Isaiah — the book 
he was handed is actually specified — and how he looked for a 
particular passage and found it. He then read it, folded up the scroll, 
handed it back, sat down and proceeded to give an arresting and 
profoundly moving address. All this detail! (Luke 4:14-22) The 
scene is so easy to imagine and it leads us to long to see the face of 
Jesus. We can only conjecture where Luke obtained his information, 
but my strong surmise is that it came from the mother of Jesus, the 
mother of the early Church. Perhaps at the time of our Lord’s return 
she still resided in Nazareth and perhaps he stayed with her in their 
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home. Perhaps they went to the synagogue together with some of 
our Lord’s disciples. There was Mary in the congregation listening 
to her divine Son and observing the impact of his words. She would 
experience the trauma of his rejection by his own town. But now, 
here we behold the commanding and beautiful figure of Jesus of 
Nazareth presenting himself with utter assurance as the one the 
prophet whom Isaiah had long before foretold. Who had ever made 
such claims before, especially at Nazareth? In me you see the 
Messiah, he calmly announced. I am the one whom God would send 
to redeem his people from their oppression, as expressed in the 
imagery painted by the prophet. 

This Jesus who presents himself so serenely and yet 
powerfully in the Gospel account is not just a figure of the dim and 
distant past. He lives now. He is risen from the dead and is 
God-with-us here in our age. He can be located. He abides within 
the Church he founded, and he is encountered in the Church’s 
preaching, teaching and Sacraments. Those who receive the 
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Church’s Sacraments with faith, live in him and he lives in them. He 
is just as real now as he was in the synagogue of Nazareth then. 
Knowing this, let us place ourselves in the synagogue of Nazareth of 
long ago with the Gospel account filling the thoughts of our heart, 
and let us gaze on the person of Jesus. We have the factual detail of 
Luke’s account to aid us in our prayerful memory of him. More still, 
let us take our place with Mary in that synagogue, perhaps with at 
least a few of our Lord’s disciples or close relatives who became his 
disciples also present. Let us listen to Jesus, hear the timbre of his 
voice and observe the serene and holy expression that filled his 
countenance. There speaking before us is the Man of the ages. 
Behold the Man! These would be the words of Pontius Pilate during 
Christ’s Passion and they are the words we can use to express our 
loving reverence. Behold the Man, the Man who is at the same time 
God, God the Son become man. What an unspeakable gift he is from 
God to humanity! The prophets had promised, and the Scriptures 
recorded the coming gift of the Messiah, but what a Messiah! Who 
would have guessed that the Messiah would be God himself? The 
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Christian religion is not just a system of religious doctrine, or the 
revelation of a way to become holy. The heart and soul of the 
Christian religion is a real and living person, the person of Jesus 
Christ. The religion of the Christian is at its heart a personal 
relationship with that person, Jesus Christ. In our Gospel scene 
today (Luke 4:14-22) this jewel of mankind, Jesus Christ, presents 
himself to his own townspeople as the object of their yearnings. 
Sadly, he was rejected. Let us not allow anything in us to be part of 
that rejection. 

Every day in the life of a Christian ought be a new beginning 
in his relationship with Jesus. Every day ought involve a fresh 
discovery of Christ’s grandeur and beauty and love. This will only 
happen if we place ourselves daily in the presence of Jesus and listen 
to him speaking to us above all in the Gospel text. Let this Nazareth 
scene be a privileged place in which to do this, as we gaze upon 
Jesus, the Messiah and Son of God, the Redeemer of the world. 
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Friday After the Epiphany (Weekdays of Christmastide) 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 112(111): 4 A light has risen in the darkness 
for the upright of heart; the Lord is generous, merciful and just. 

Collect Grant, we ask, almighty God, that the Nativity of the 

Saviour of the world, made known by the guidance of a star, may be 
revealed ever more fully to our minds. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 1 John 5:5-13; Psalm 147; Luke 5:12-16 

It happened that when Jesus was in a certain town a leper, seeing 
Jesus, fell on his face and pleaded with him, saying: “Lord, if you 
will, you can make me clean. ” Stretching out his hand, he touched 
him, saying: “I will. Be cleansed. ” Immediately the leprosy left him. 
He ordered him to tell no one but “Go, show yourself to the priest 


and make an offering for your cleansing as Moses commanded, as a 
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testimony to them. ” But the fame of him went abroad the more, and 
great multitudes came to listen and to be healed of their infirmities. 
And he would retire into the desert to pray. (Luke 5: 12-16) 

Prayer of Faith Our age is striking for its technological 

superiority. Consider any figure of one hundred and fifty years ago 
— say, in England, the world’s leader in technology — and ask what 
would have been his reaction had he had a glimpse of our day. Were 
he to have had a glimpse of television, mobile phones, computers, 
the Internet, air travel, modern medical technology, how great would 
have been his astonishment! Yet despite all this, one doubts that in 
the main the lot of mankind has improved very greatly — if we 
include the underdeveloped world. While great numbers live in 
apparent security, great numbers certainly do not. Be that as it may, 
there is no doubt that however much our technology improves we 
still are creatures in absolutely radical need. Death can be put off but 
it cannot be avoided. We remain inveterately vulnerable. For this 
reason we can identify with the condition of the leper in our Gospel 
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passage today. Seeing Jesus, he fell on his face and pleaded with 
him, saying “Lord, if you will you can make me clean.'’’’ The leprosy 
of this man we can view as symbolic of the condition of man at the 
various levels of his existence, be it physical, emotional or spiritual. 
Let each of us ask, though, am I able to pray the prayer that the leper 
offered to Christ? Consider what I am suggesting. Of course, we 
ought recognize our need as did our leper in today’s Gospel. But 
much more importantly, we ought ask ourselves if we are able to 
pray as did the leper. He prayed immediately and unhesitatingly to 
Christ that his leprosy be taken away. I wonder if many of us are 
able to petition God with the faith that he had. Our problem is that 
all too often we do not pray with faith. We do not have the faith to 
pray for what we need. In one of his books, St Alphonsus Ligouri 
writes that the reason why we do not receive much more from God is 
that we ask so little from him. Why do we ask so little from him? 
We ask for so little because we do not really and from the heart 
believe that he is able or willing to answer our prayer. 
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This is why we ought pray daily with the Gospel text in our 
hands, listening to and gazing upon the figure of Jesus who said that 
he who sees him sees the Father. The leper came to our Lord and 
told him from the heart that if he so willed he could cure him of his 
leprosy. Do we truly believe that God either wants to, or can, send 
rain to drought-stricken areas? Do we truly believe that God wants to 
and can bring peace to, say, certain parts of the world gripped in 
storms of violence? If we believe this we shall pray for these very 
worthy intentions, but if we do not believe it — though we may not 
admit this to ourselves — then we shall hardly pray for them. 
Furthermore, we may indeed believe in the value of praying for some 
personal intention or need, or for the needs of a friend or relative, but 
it can be another matter praying for the needs of the world. In my 
heart of hearts I may think that (without formalizing the thought) it is 
impossible for God to change the course of history. But Christ 
teaches time and again that all things are possible for God. The leper 
came to him and asked him earnestly and genuinely to cure him. He 
knew he could do it if he just willed it. The response from our Lord 
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was immediate: “/ do indeed will it. Be cleansed It shows that if 
only the entire Church would pray with greater faith and 
perseverance, the world would be a significantly better place. This 
would be through the power of God and the prayer of the Church. 
However, there is this further point. The most important needs are 
those of a spiritual and religious character. Our Gospel passage 
today gives us one among many examples that could be cited from 
the Gospels showing that our Lord, great and effortless as his 
miracles were, did not see himself as primarily a miracle worker. He 
did not come primarily to answer that need. He came to deal with 
the root problem which is sin and alienation from God. One man 
may suffer from this sickness, another man that. But all suffer from 
the primordial sickness which spawns the rest of the evils striking 
mankind. That primordial fault-line is the presence in man of sin. 

Jesus is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the 
world. It is this which more than anything he does for us, and yet at 
the same time he truly wills to help us in our afflictions. The 
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problem is that all too often we do not believe that he wants to or 
can. We need to learn from the leper in our Gospel passage today. 
He uttered a wonderful prayer that wrought immediate fruit. Let us 
pray with faith, and persevere in our prayer, confident in God’s 
power, holiness and love. 
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Saturday After the Epiphany (Weekdays of Christmastide) 

Entrance Antiphon Gal 4: 4-5 God sent his Son, born of a woman, 
so that we might receive adoption as children. 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, who through your Only 
Begotten Son have made us a new creation for yourself, grant, we 
pray, that by your grace we may be found in the likeness of him, in 
whom our nature is united to you. Who lives and reigns with you in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 1 John 5:14-21; Psalm 149; John 3:22-30 

After this Jesus and his disciples came into the land of Judea. There 
he abode, and baptized. John cdso was baptizing in Ennon near 
Salim because there was much water there. They came and were 
baptized for John was not yet cast into prison. There arose a 


question between some of John’s disciples and the Jews concerning 
purification. They came to John and said to him, "Rabbi, he who 
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was with you beyond the Jordan to whom you testified is baptizing 
and all are going to him. ” John answered, “A man cannot receive 
any thing unless it be given him from heaven. You yourselves bear 
me witness that I said, 7 am not Christ but that I am sent before 
him. ’ He that has the bride is the bridegroom. But the friend of the 
bridegroom, who stands and hears him rejoices because of the 
bridegroom’s voice. This my joy therefore is fulfilled. He must 
increase, but I must decrease. ” (John 3:22-30) 

The Baptist Each of the Gospels stresses the ministry of John the 
Baptist as the Precursor of the Messiah. He pointed to Christ as the 
One who was coming, the promised One. The people held John to be 
a prophet, and Christ confirmed their conviction, telling the people 
that John was greater than all the prophets before him. All this is 
manifest from the Gospels and most of all in the Gospel of St John 
who had himself been a devoted disciple of the Baptist. It is 
generally agreed that the Gospel of St John was the last of the 
Gospels to be produced, and I have often thought that the extensive 
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testimony of John the Baptist about Jesus is given there for two 
purposes. It is given, firstly of course in order to set forth the unique 
figure of Jesus and secondly, I suspect, to set straight the record 
about the Baptist for those who had continued long afterwards seeing 
themselves as his disciples. It would seem that at least some who 
were profoundly influenced by the teaching and holiness of John did 
not hear his testimony about Jesus — although, that many others did 
is clear from the Gospels. Our Lord appealed to that testimony even 
in his confrontations with his enemies. The Evangelist reports the 
testimony of the Baptist primarily in order to give his testimony to 
the person of Jesus. The prophets before him had borne testimony to 
the will, the plan and the promises of God which included the 
coming of the Messiah. Many texts could be cited such as those of 
the Suffering Servant in the book of Isaiah. But the Messiah was 
delineated there without high precision as to who he would be. In 
John the Baptist, the people had a prophet who was able to indicate 
precisely and without any mistake just who the Messiah was. He 
specified a particular individual and spoke of his holiness, his 
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greatness and his mission. He was extraordinarily precise. In our 
Gospel today, John’s disciples tell him that “he who was with you 
beyond the Jordan to whom you testified is baptizing and all are 
going to him” His response was to testify even more to the person of 
Jesus. 


Consider John’s testimony in our Gospel passage today (John 
3:22-30) — and there is further and even richer testimony in other 
passages. He reminds his disciples that he has told them that, 
whatever might be their esteem of him, he himself is not the 
Messiah. The one to whom “all are going” now is the Messiah. His 
own mission has been to go before him and to announce his arrival: 
“I am sent before him.” This Jesus to whom he had testified is “the 
bridegroom” of God’s people and he, John, is no more than “the 
friend of the bridegroom.” John’s reference to Jesus as “the 
bridegroom” is somewhat remarkable. Our Lord referred to himself 
as the bridegroom when approached by John’s disciples for an 
explanation as to the apparent laxity of his disciples in respect to 
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fasting. Christ is the bridegroom. No other prophet had been 
referred to in that way, indeed the only One whom certain prophets 
had called “the bridegroom” was God. Yahweh is the bridegroom of 
his people, their husband. It would seem that John the Baptist had 
been granted an extraordinary insight into the person and mission of 
Jesus of Nazareth, his younger relative. He calls him the Messiah 
and the bridegroom of the people. There are other things John 
reveals about Jesus in other passages — such as that he is the Lamb 
of God who takes away the sin of the world — all of which shows 
that John was indeed the greatest of the prophets in what had been 
revealed to him by God about Jesus, and in what he then 
prophetically revealed to the people and especially to some of his 
disciples. At the conception and birth of Jesus, Heaven had revealed 
great things about Jesus to Mary his mother and to Joseph his 
foster-father. From the beginning they knew who he really was. But 
they had no mission to reveal this to the people. Years later it was 
given to John to know many of these things and to reveal them 
precisely in his office as prophet of God. In his humility and his 
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testimony he is a grand model for all of Christ’s disciples, and 
undoubtedly the authors of the Gospels regard him as such. That is 
to say, as John testified to Jesus, so should we. 

More than anything the object of our Gospel passage today is 
the person of Jesus. He must increase, we must decrease. We are 
friends of the bridegroom, and he, Jesus of Nazareth, is the promised 
Messiah and the bridegroom of God’s people. He is God the Son 
made man, the Second divine person, God from God and Light from 
Light, mankind’s Redeemer. Let us spend our lives coming to know 
and love him and bearing witness to him every day to the world 
around us. 
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The Baptism of the Lord (First Sunday of Ordinary Time) 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Mt 3: 16-17 After the Lord was baptized, 
the heavens were opened, and the Spirit descended upon him like a 
dove, and the voice of the Father thundered: This is my beloved Son, 
with whom I am well pleased. 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, who, when Christ had been 
baptized in the River Jordan and as the Holy Spirit descended upon 
him, solemnly declared him your beloved Son, grant that your 
children by adoption, reborn of water and the Holy Spirit, may 
always be well pleasing to you. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your 
Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

Or : O God, whose Only Begotten Son has appeared in our very 

flesh, grant, we pray, that we may be inwardly transformed through 
him whom we recognize as outwardly like ourselves. Who lives and 
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reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. 

Scripture today : Isaiah 42:1-4.6-7; Psalm 29; 

Acts: 10:34-38; Matthew 3:13-17 

Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to be baptized by John. But 
John resisted him, saying “I ought to be baptized by you, and you 
come to me? ” Jesus answered him, “Allow it to be so for now. For it 
is fitting that we fulfil all that is right. ” Then he consented. Jesus 
being baptized immediately came out of the water, and lo, the 
heavens were opened to him. He saw the Spirit of God descending 
as a dove and coming upon him. And a voice from heaven, saying 
“This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased. ” 
(Matthew 3:13-17) 

Baptism I once met a scholar of the Mandaean religion, a religion 
which gives to John the Baptist a very high status as a prophet. I 
think one could say that the Mandaeans give to John the Baptist the 
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status which Islam gives to Mahomet. That is to say, he is the 
supreme prophet of God’s revelation to his people. Of course, from 
the Christian perspective the Mandaeans in their special veneration 
of John the Baptist are much nearer the truth than Islam, although the 
Christian goes on to say that the Mandaeans have completely 
misunderstood John the Baptist. The Mandaean scholar I referred to 
— himself a Mandaean — was a very well educated man, having 
reached the end of his second Ph.D when I met him. I have not 
studied the history of the Mandaean religion but it does remind us of 
the very great impact of John the Baptist. We read in the Acts of the 
Apostles of Paul meeting various groups of disciples of John during 
his travels. The Gospels provide us with important information 
about him. He was indeed a great prophet, and Christ said of him 
that no one born of woman was greater than he — but, he added, the 
least in the kingdom of heaven is greater still. That is to say, 
however exalted might be the Covenant of Abraham and Moses as 
represented by John its greatest prophet, much more exalted still is 
the Covenant and Kingdom established by Christ as represented by 
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even the least of its children. John pointed to what was coming and 
testified that it was far greater than the blessings he enjoyed and 
represented. He was directing the attention of the people and his 
disciples to the Messiah. Today, the feast of the baptism of our Lord, 
we think of the public appearance of the Messiah and the revelation 
of him by the Father and the Holy Spirit. It occurred at his baptism 
by John in the river Jordan (Matthew 3:13-17). In honouring the 
baptism of John by his own participation, our Lord was pointing to 
its grand fulfilment in the baptism he would administer. He is the 
centrepiece of the scene. He, the Son, is the gift of the Father and the 
Holy Spirit to God’s people and to mankind. His reception of John’s 
baptism points to our reception of Christ’s baptism. 

Scattered throughout the New Testament are repeated 
references to the critical importance of baptism into Christ. John the 
Baptist himself predicted that while he baptized with water the 
Messiah who was already in their midst would baptize with the Holy 
Spirit and with fire. In the Gospel of St John, our Lord tells 
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Nicodemus that one cannot enter the Kingdom of Heaven unless one 
is bom again of water and the Spirit. Just before he ascended into 
heaven our Lord charged his disciples to go to the whole world and 
make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. As St Paul writes, at 
our baptism we are immersed in Christ and in particular into his 
death and we emerge from that divine washing sharing in Christ’s 
risen life. By that simple rite, provided it is performed as the Church 
directs and with the Church’s intention, immense blessings come to 
the soul. The presence and the guilt of sin is taken away and the soul 
is embedded in Christ, spotless in a resplendent sinlessness. We 
become members of his body the Church and his divine life pulses 
thenceforth through our souls. But the tendency to sin remains, 
though the soul is endowed with gifts of grace to resist it. A great 
battle of repeated falling and rising lies ahead if the soul is to grow in 
Christ and attain the holiness intended by God. But the means of 
grace are at hand in the life of the Church, especially in the 
Sacraments and the ministry of the word. The feast of our Lord’s 
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Baptism when Christ identified with sinful man reminds us of our 
own baptism when we received the blessings won for us by Christ. 
We became children of God and members of his family the Church, 
that Church founded on the Apostles with Peter at their head. Our 
souls became filled with grace and we were placed in Christ. We 
entered into him and he in us. Though unseen and unheard, the 
Father said of each of us, this is my beloved son, adopted by grace. 
The Holy Spirit came and rested upon us. We each of us who were 
baptized received our vocation to become holy in Christ. 

The baptism of Christ by John in the river Jordan symbolized 
the sinless Christ’s oneness with sinful humanity. He became one 
with us as the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. 
For the individual, that sin is taken away in the first instance at 
Christian baptism. The Christian is empowered then and there to 
take the fight to the enemy by renouncing sin and continuing that 
renunciation daily. Let us bring the work to completion by making 
personal holiness in Christ the grand project of our daily life. 
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Further reading : The Catechism of the Catholic Church , no. 1217- 
1228 (Baptism) 
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Ash Wednesday 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 13 (12): 6 O Lord, I trust in your merciful 
love. My heart will rejoice in your salvation. I will sing to the Lord 
who has been bountiful with me. 

Collect Grant, we pray, almighty God, that, always pondering 
spiritual things, we may carry out in both word and deed that which 
is pleasing to you. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Joel 2:12-18; Ps. 51:3-4, 5-6ab, 12-13, 14 and 17; 

2 Corinthians 5:20-6:2; Matthew 6:1-6, 16-18 

Be careful not to do your ‘acts of righteousness ’ before men, to be 
seen by them. If you do, you will have no reward from your Father 
in heaven. So when you give to the needy, do not announce it with 
trumpets, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and on the streets, 
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to be honoured by men. I tell you the truth, they have received their 
reward in full. But when you give to the needy, do not let your left 
hand know what your right hand is doing, so that your giving may be 
in secret. Then your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will 
reward you. And when you pray, do not be like the hypocrites, for 
they love to pray standing in the synagogues and on the street 
corners to be seen by men. I tell you the truth, they have received 
their reward in full. But when you pray, go into your room, close the 
door and pray to your Father, who is unseen. Then your Father, 
who sees what is done in secret, will reward you. When you fast, do 
not look sombre as the hypocrites do, for they disfigure their faces to 
show men they are fasting. I tell you the truth, they have received 
their reward in full. But when you fast, put oil on your head and 
wash your face, so that it will not be obvious to men that you are 
fasting, but only to your Father, who is unseen; and your Father, 
who sees what is done in secret, will reward you. (Matthew 6:1-6, 


16-18) 
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For God Alone There are several observations to be made on the 
directions our Lord gives in our Gospel passage today. Firstly, he 
takes for granted that there will be three basic features of our 
religious life: prayer (of course), fasting (i.e., mortification in its 
various forms), and almsgiving (acts of mercy towards others). 
Normally, I think, not all three of these are present in strength. There 
are those who have a definite regime of prayer in their life, but do not 
do much for those who are suffering and in need. They do not “give 
alms.” There are others who pray and who are generous in giving to 
the poor, but who practise little real self-denial. They do not “fast.” 
There are also those who give alms and who are somewhat self- 
denying, but who are weak in their prayer life. They do not “pray” 
much. Our Lord’s words in today’s Gospel passage assume that in a 
life oriented to God there will be all three: prayer, self-denial and 
works of mercy. But our Lord also makes clear that each of these 
essential components can be easily corrupted. That happens when 
we pray, fast or give to others for self-serx’ing reasons. These things 
can be done primarily in the presence of our fellow men rather than 
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in the presence of God, and performed for self-aggrandisement rather 
than for the glory of God. On one occasion our Lord was asked what 
is the greatest commandment of the Law, for (we might add in 
explanation) there were numerous commandments relating to prayer, 
concern for others and self-denial. What is the most important thing? 
Our Lord replied that the first and greatest commandment was that 
we love God with all our mind, heart, soul and strength. The second 
commandment was like it, that we love our neighbour as ourselves. 
Everything — and we might add, everything relating to prayer, 
concern for others and self-denial — depends for its value on the 
presence of this all-pervading love. Love for God first, and 
neighbour second, is what gives value to everything. So then, it is a 
genuine love for God which must motivate and pervade our religion 
with its prayer, self-denial and concern for others. 

It is this purity of motive, this progressively genuine character 
of love informing the three great pillars of religion, that sets a person 
on the path to sanctity. How then is this purity of motive to be 
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attained in the practice of religion? Our Lord’s words imply the 
answer to this question. It is that we do all in the presence of God, 
and with him alone before our view. We should not practise our 
religion on the stage before others, but in the presence of our Father 
in heaven who sees all that is done in secret. He sees the secret 
motives of our hearts and knows who it is we are trying to please. In 
this our great model is our Lord himself who gives the instruction of 
today’s Gospel passage (Matthew 6:1-6, 16-18). On one occasion 
when attacked by his enemies, he challenged them, "Can any of you 
convict me of sin On another he stated quite simply that “7 always 
do what pleases him ” — that is, his heavenly Father. At the 
Transfiguration of Christ on the Mountain, the voice of the Father 
was heard from the midst of the cloud, “This is my beloved Son in 
whom I am well pleased .” Christ pleased his heavenly Father and he 
did so in everything he thought, said and did. Our goal ought be to 
do everything in order to please God. What might be our practical 
strategy in this? Essential to the achievement of this goal is what we 
might call the Morning Offering. Right at the start of the day, on 
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rising, we ought repeat over and over again a prayer in which we 
offer the entire day to God and for his glory. “I offer you all my 
prayers, works, joys and sufferings of this day for all your intentions, 
and for the fulfilment of all your plans.” Then during the day this 
morning offering of oneself ought be repeated. The day ought be 
lived out in the presence of God and the intention to serve and love 
him in our service and love of others ought be renewed and purified. 
God and his holy will ought be the grand motive of our life, and this 
ought be the case throughout every day and every part of every day. 
Otherwise we shall be living for the good opinion of our fellow men 
rather than God, in which case our reward will be here on earth. 

Today is Ash Wednesday, the first day of Lent. Lent is the 
great time of spiritual renewal when we intensify our focus on the 
one thing necessary. That one thing is to love God with all our heart 
and faithfully to do his will. What practical step ought we take to 
achieve this? There are many practical steps related to prayer, 
self-denial and mercy towards others, but above all we ought renew 
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and increase our sense of the abiding presence of God, and our 
determination to do all for him alone. 
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Thursday After Ash Wednesday 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 55 (54): 17-20, 23 When I cried to the 
Lord, he heard my voice; he rescued me from those who attack me. 
Entrust your cares to the Lord, and he will support you. 

Collect Prompt our actions with your inspiration, we pray, O 

Lord, and further them with your constant help, that all we do may 
always begin from you and by you be brought to completion. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with 
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Deuteronomy 30:15-20; Psalm 1:1-4 and 6; 

Luke 9:22-25 

Jesus said to his disciples: “The Son of man must suffer many things, 
and be rejected by the elders and chief priests and scribes and be put 
to death, and on the third day rise again. ’’ He said to all, “If any 
man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross 
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daily, and follow me. For whoever wishes to save his life will lose it 
and the one who loses his life for my sake will save it. For what does 
it profit a man to gain the whole world and lose his very self? ” (Luke 
9:22-25) 

The Cross Our brief Gospel passage today is to be reckoned a key 
passage in understanding of Christ and the Christian way. Take the 
great founders of the religions of mankind and ask what they 
understood to be the means to achieve their mission, and, even more 
exactly, what was the place of suffering and reversals in their 
scheme? Let us take Mahomet and surmise how he saw his life as it 
unfolded. To begin with, there is not the slightest evidence that he 
could foresee his own future. Moreover, in prosecuting his mission, 
which was to announce and teach what he interpreted to be God’s 
revelation to him, he took ordinary human means. These included 
(but were not restricted to) military and political steps and they were 
well taken — in the sense that he was successful in their use. Islam 


was established as the religion of his people and those means 
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continued to play their part in the advance of the religion. Could 
Mahomet have envisaged his own rejection by the leaders, and a 
terrible death, precisely as his means of success? Hardly. Buddha 
and Confucius took other (human) steps and their religions spread 
and gained their ascendancy accordingly. But consider Christ. He 
unequivocally saw and stated that he was the fulfilment of the 
prophecies of Scripture, and in particular the prophecies of the 
Suffering Servant of God who was to be rejected. In our Gospel 
passage today, he states that his mission would be achieved through 
his being rejected and put to death. His bearing witness to the truth 
of his person would be exercised primarily in sufferings, in reversals, 
in rejection by those who counted most, and in being put to death. 
When set against the history of the world surely the novelty of this 
course stands out. It is not a human plan. When coupled with the 
prophecies, when linked with the beauty and holiness of Jesus’ 
person, when put in the context of Christ’s miracles, and above all 


when connected with the resurrection, such a course shows itself to 
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have been conceived in heaven. It is the mystery hidden, and now 
revealed. 

Not only does our Lord state that “the Son of man must suffer 
many things, and be rejected ”, but that his followers must tread this 
path with him. In our passage he says to all, “//' any man will come 
after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross daily, and follow 
me. For whoever wishes to save his life will lose it and the one who 
loses his life for my sake will save if (Luke 9:22-25). Mysteriously, 
suffering is now not just a manifestation of all that is negative and 
leading to death, but is itself life-giving when lived out in union with 
the Master who has gone before us. Just as Christ embraced the 
cross as his ordained path to glory and to his making all things new, 
so too his disciples must understand that obedience to the will of 
God, especially in the midst of the suffering this entails, will bring 
life, life in abundance. It is an extraordinary doctrine and its 
acceptance is the litmus test of the true Christian. The acceptance of 


the Cross is the hallmark of the Christian saint. Even more 
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paradoxically, not just the acceptance of the Cross out of love for the 
Master but its positive embrace distinguishes the saint. Read the 
lives of the saints the Church has canonized and you will see this. 
The Church canonizes a person not only to give Christ’s faithful full 
certainty as to his holiness, but also to hold up for their instruction 
and imitation one who has truly and successfully followed Christ. 
The saint embodies the way of Jesus. So let every Christian consider 
this point of today’s Gospel and pray for the grace to accept and love 
what Christ teaches about the Cross. Let us pray for the grace to 
accept and embrace it in the little duties of everyday life, and in what 
we are prepared to do over and above those innumerable little duties. 
The Cross of everyday living is the path to sanctity for every 
Christian. The suffering involved in accepting God’s will, his 
providence, the duties of our station in life, lead to glory. 

St Paul once wrote that he came preaching one thing, Christ 
and him as crucified. To most it seemed madness, but in reality — 
Paul writes — it is the power of God. So when suffering comes, be it 
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in the form of disappointments, ill health, tragedies, let us unite 
ourselves with the living risen Jesus and resolve to follow his path 
which was that of the Cross. Our union with him in the midst of 
obedient suffering will bring God’s life to ourselves and to the world. 

-- 
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Friday After Ash Wednesday 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 30 (29): 11 The Lord heard and had mercy 
on me; the Lord became my helper. 

Collect Show gracious favour, O Lord, we pray, to the works of 
penance we have begun, that we may have strength to accomplish 
with sincerity the bodily observances we undertake. Through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Isaiah 58: l-9a; Psalm 51:3-6ab, 18-19; 

Matthew 9:14-15 

Then John’s disciples came and asked him, How is it that we and the 
Pharisees fast, but your disciples do not fast? Jesus answered, How 
can the guests of the bridegroom mourn while he is with them? The 
time will come when the bridegroom will be taken from them; then 


they will fast. (Matthew 9:14-15) 
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Christ the Centre Take any of the prophets, Moses, Elijah, 
Elisha, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezechiel, right up to the greatest of them 
before Christ himself, namely John the Baptist. We see little in them 
of personal claims. They claimed to have been called by God to be 
his prophetic spokesmen but their whole purpose was to point to God 
on whose behalf they were speaking. They themselves were but a 
voice — and indeed John the Baptist stated that this is all he was. He 
was a voice crying in the wilderness, make a path straight for the 
coming of the Lord. The case is very different with Jesus of 
Nazareth. He of course points to the Father — his own Father, but 
he himself is at the centre of this revelation of his Father. He who 
sees me, he said to his disciples, sees the Father. I am the Way, the 
Truth and the Life, he told them. What prophet ever spoke like this? 
I am the Light of the world, he told them. Anyone who does not 
walk with me, walks in the darkness. None of the greatest of the 
Greek philosophers spoke in these terms. I would be very surprised 
to discover if any of the founders of the great world religions spoke 
of themselves in this way. Christ’s claims were extraordinary. I 
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always do what pleases my heavenly Father, he told his enemies. He 
challenged them to convict him of any sin. He spoke of God as his 
very own Father, and the way he spoke and what he said gave the 
unmistakable impression that he claimed to be on the same level as 
the Father, while being distinct from him as a person. St John writes 
that the leaders attempted to stone him because in effect he was 
making himself equal to God. This is to say that one of the most 
distinctive aspects of the message and religion revealed by Jesus of 
Nazareth is the matter of his own person. To love and serve God in 
the way Jesus has revealed involves loving and serving Jesus himself 
as one would God. 

Let this be the setting for a consideration of our brief Gospel 
passage today (Matthew 9:14-15). As in so many other Gospel 
passages, Christ points to himself as the object of the love of his 
disciples. Very good people came to him — they were disciples of 
John the Baptist — and asked him why he did not insist with his 
disciples that they fast often in the way John and the Pharisees 
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insisted with their disciples. Our Lord’s answer? I am the 
Bridegroom, he replied. How could you insist that the Bridegroom’s 
attendants fast and not celebrate while the Bridegroom is still with 
them? The reason why he did not insist that they fast was that at this 
point he was in their midst. That presence of his was sufficient 
reason. Now, would any other prophet have given such an answer? 
Scarcely. Not only does our Lord point to himself and his mere 
presence as sufficient reason for their not fasting at this moment, but 
consider the word he uses to denote himself. He is the Bridegroom. 
We read that John the Baptist himself had used this title of Jesus 
when responding to his own disciples’ report that all were now going 
after Jesus. Surely all would have remembered from the Scriptures 
that Yahweh God had described himself as the Bridegroom of his 
chosen people. The prophets lamented the infidelity of Israel. Israel 
was an unfaithful spouse. Yahweh God was Israel’s husband, her 
bridegroom. Consider the appeals of the prophet Hosea to Israel that 
it return to Yahweh their very faithful husband. No other prophet 
had arrogated to himself such a hallowed title, and yet this was the 
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title Jesus effortlessly and serenely used of himself to justify his 
disciples’ lack of fasting. There was too much reason to celebrate, 
for the Bridegroom had arrived and was with them. But the time 
would come when the Bridegroom would be taken away from them, 
and then they would fast. With him away from their presence there 
would be a great challenge for them to be faithful. Then they would 
have to follow his path of active self-denial. 

Let us place ourselves in the company of our Lord’s disciples 
and gaze on him with love and veneration. He is God’s gift to the 
world, and he is himself God. He is the Son of God made man, the 
Bridegroom of God’s chosen people, the Spouse of his Church. He 
is the object of our love, and in the plan of God our salvation lies in 
loving and serving and following him. Let us resolve to make him 
the love of our life and the Bridegroom of our souls. 
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Saturday After Ash Wednesday 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 69 (68): 17 Answer us, Lord, for your 
mercy is kind; in the abundance of your mercies, look upon us. 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, look with compassion on our 
weakness and ensure us your protection by stretching forth the right 
hand of your majesty. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Isaiah 58:9b-14; Psalm 86:1-6; Luke 5:27-32 

Jesus went out and saw a publican named Levi sitting at the customs 
office and he said to him: “Follow me. ” And leaving everything he 
got up and followed him. Levi put on for him a great feast in his own 
house and there was a large crowd of publicans and others at table 
with them. But the Pharisees and scribes murmured, saying to his 
disciples: “Why do you eat and drink with publicans and sinners?” 
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Jesus answered them: “They who are well do not need the physician 
but those who are sick. I have come not to call the just but sinners to 
repentance. (Luke 5:27-32) 

Salvation A lot of people of various professions make it their 
business to consider the state of the world and what to do about it. A 
country’s department of Treasury must consider very carefully the 
condition of the economy and propose decisions. The government 
itself of the country is continually making judgments about the state 
of the country and of the world. Numerous academic departments of 
the universities are doing likewise in countless seminars, articles and 
lectures. The state of the world! But now, what is God’s judgment 
on the state of the world? What is the view of the Creator of the 
universe? His judgment is one that is rarely considered by those who 
are continually engaged in making these judgments. They often act 
as if the Creator did not even exist. The state of the world in the 
sight of God is above all that of sin. St Paul writes that sin entered 
the world through one man and with sin came death, and death has 
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spread to the whole human race. So if one accepts the Christian 
revelation as true, then death and all the difficulties and sufferings 
that are associated with it (which constitute so many of the tangible 
problems of the world) are all symptoms of the fundamental problem 
which is sin. God knows the fundamental problem and he has 
revealed it to be sin. There is a single cause, a root problem which in 
one form or another, to one degree or another, ultimately accounts 
for the parlous state of the world. That single cause is sin and it is 
this which God out of love for the world has addressed. God so 
loved the world that he sent his only-begotten Son not to condemn 
the world but in order to save the world. As John the Baptist said to 
his disciples, “ There is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of 
the worldV ’ A man has appeared in history whose mission was to 
deal with the state of the world at its root, and in our Gospel today he 
refers to this mission. “ They who are well do not need the physician 
but those who are sick. / have come not to call the just but sinners to 


repentance ” (Luke 5:27-32). 
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Jesus Christ is the Saviour of the world, the one and only 
Saviour. He said that no one comes to the Father but through him. 
In the plan of God this salvation from sin is brought to man 
individually. That is to say, the blessings of redemption — the 
taking away of sin and personal sanctification — come when a 
person enters into union with Jesus. It is a union of faith and 
friendship. Our Gospel passage today gives us examples of this in 
Levi and in the publicans and sinners who entered our Lord’s 
company. They were sinners, they were looked on as such, and they 
knew they were such. Our Lord came to call them to repent from sin 
and to live a new life of friendship with him. The gift of the Holy 
Spirit was yet to come (when Jesus was glorified), but the paradigm 
is already there in this scene from our Lord’s public ministry. Our 
Lord called Levi, and he got up, leaving his old way of life behind, 
and followed him. He was a sinner who had been called by our Lord 
to repentance and to a new life of following him. He responded 
totally. Moreover, as a future Apostle he entered into our Lord’s 
own mission, and that mission was to call others to repentance and to 
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friendship with Jesus. Indeed, it was to be a world-wide mission. It 
is the mission of the Church to the world, to call all the nations to 
repentance and to faith in and friendship with Jesus the Saviour. All 
are called to enter the company of Jesus and to live in him. In 
Christ’s plan, this is done in the Church he founded. The world 
needs the Church because the world needs Christ, the Church’s 
Head. Without Christ the world remains in its sins, and Christ is to 
be found in his Church, represented in our Gospel passage today by 
Levi the future Apostle. That is where he is and where the means of 
living in him are to be found. It is in him that sin is done away with 
and the divine life available for man is to be found. That is why 
Christ’s Church, founded on the Apostles of which Levi was one, is 
so necessary for the state of the world. 

As we think of our Gospel passage today in which Christ 
defines his mission as that of calling sinners to repentance, let us 
gaze on him with love as the Saviour of mankind from sin. If we do 
not recognize ourselves as sinners, we will not respond to him as did 



382 


Levi and the publicans and sinners. We shall be like the scribes and 
Pharisees who had little sense of sin. Let us approach him with love 
and spend every day of our lives in his love and living accordingly. 
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First Sunday of Lent 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 91 (90): 15-16 When he calls on me, I 
will answer him; I will deliver him and give him glory, I will grant 
him length of days. 

Collect Grant, almighty God, through the yearly observances of 
holy Lent, that we may grow in understanding of the riches hidden in 
Christ and by worthy conduct pursue their effects. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Genesis 2:7-9; 3:1-7; Psalm 51:3-4, 5-6, 12-13, 17; 
Romans 5:12-19; Matthew 4:1-11 

Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the desert to be tempted by the 
devil. After fasting for forty days and forty nights, he was hungry. 
The tempter came to him and said, If you are the Son of God, tell 


these stones to become bread. Jesus answered, It is written: ‘Man 
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does not live on bread alone, but on every word that comes from the 
mouth of God. ’ Then the devil took him to the holy city and had him 
stand on the highest point of the temple. If you are the Son of God, 
he said, throw yourself down. For it is written: ‘He will command 
his angels concerning you, and they will lift you up in their hands, so 
that you will not strike your foot against a stone. ’ Jesus answered 
him, It is also written: ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test. ’ 
Agcdn, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him 
cdl the kingdoms of the world and their splendour. All this I will give 
you, he said, if you will bow down and worship me. Jesus said to 
him, Away from me, Satan! For it is written: ‘Worship the Lord your 
God, and serve him only. ’ Then the devil left him, and angels came 
and attended him.( Matthew 4:1-11) 

Christ and Satan There is something primordial about our Gospel 
scene today. Christ is alone in the desert with the wild beasts, and is 
led by the Spirit of God. He is on the stage alone. It reminds us, 
perhaps, of that day long, long before when the original man and 
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woman were on the stage alone with the wild beasts. A dark 
presence approached in the form, as the Bible puts it, of a serpent. 
For the reader of the sacred text the serpent perhaps conjured up the 
thought of the gods of the pagan peoples of the time. That presence 
was personal, demonic, evil, cunning. He, the masterful demon, 
insinuated, suggested, entered into a respectful dialogue with the 
Woman. He appeared sympathetic and on her side, concerned for 
her interest and position. He suggested ways for her to be great, just 
as great as God. His temptation was, if you disobey God you will be 
like Him! God deceived you. Knowingly she fell, and proceeded to 
induce her husband to fall and great was the fall thereof! The whole 
human race was profoundly wounded because in that original couple 
was contained the whole of human nature. Humanity was alienated 
from God and Satan had pulled off a resounding victory. Now, here 
in our Gospel scene today was a new Man, Jesus of Nazareth. He 
was on the stage alone with the wild beasts. Undoubtedly Satan had 
long marked him as being of immense significance for the world. He 
had observed him narrowly as he grew in grace and wisdom in 
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Nazareth. He addresses him as “the Son of God”, but did he know 
that he was actually God? We do not know — I tend to doubt it, for it 
is difficult to imagine Satan being so brazen as to approach the 
all-holy Lord God himself with his temptations. But who knows, for 
we are not told. But there is no doubt that Satan understood that an 
immensely important drama was unfolding in this new Man before 
him. He was altogether good and powerful and he could undo 
Satan’s work. How great it would be if he could trip this Man up as 
he had with the first man long before. There we have the scene of 
the Man Jesus being tempted by Satan, as at the beginning. 
Immediately, calmly and decisively he rejects it altogether. 

Satan’s temptation was that of self-exaltation as it had been 
with Adam and Eve at the beginning. He hated God and he strove to 
tempt others to see God as the enemy. In his tempting of Christ he 
invites him to use his power to serve himself, to exalt himself and to 
dominate the world. But he made no headway, for Christ rejected it 
all and he did so with simple and calm strength. Christ’s answer to 
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Satan in the desert at the beginning of his public ministry points to 
the path he would follow as the Messiah, a path of self-abasement 
and renunciation, glorifying his heavenly Father. Though as the Son 
of God he had been rich from all eternity, as St Paul writes he set that 
glory aside and became as men are and humbler still even to death, 
death on a cross. The rejection by Christ of Satan’s temptations sets 
his path immediately in the direction of the Cross and Resurrection. 
He is the new Man bearing in himself a new humanity, a new 
beginning for all who take their stand with him. As we think of 
Christ in the desert being tempted by Satan, let us gaze on these two 
personalities. Jesus, who is God the Son made man, has lowered 
himself to become one of us — even allowing himself to be tempted 
by Satan, just as we so often are. Facing him is Satan who has 
exalted himself to the point of daring to fight God. Originally he was 
an angel of light and by his pride became an angel of darkness. Time 
and time again he endeavours to deceive us into thinking he is an 
angel of light. So there we have it, Christ on the one side and Satan 
on the other. Their paths are diametrically opposed. Christ’s path is 
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that of humility and self-renunciation leading to abundant life, and 
Satan’s path is that of pride and self-aggrandisement leading to death 
for all. Just as Satan tempted Adam, so he tempted Christ. Just as he 
tempted Christ, so he tempts us. Let us make our choice to renounce 
sin and Satan, and to profess our faith in and love for Christ. 

Let us enter into our Gospel scene (Matthew 4:1-11) and by 
the grace of God take our stand with Jesus. Just as Christ’s rejection 
of Satan and his wiles sets his course towards the Cross and 
Resurrection, so too will our rejection of Satan set our course 
towards dying with Christ every day. Our path in life must be that of 
Christ, and that path is the doing of God’s will no matter what be the 
cost. Let us pray for the grace to see what that path truly involves so 
as not to be deceived. Satan will try repeatedly to deceive us. But 
with Christ we can conquer. 

Further reading : The Catechism of the Catholic Church, no.538-540 


(The temptation of Jesus) 
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Monday of the First Week of Lent 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 123 (122): 2-3 Like the eyes of slaves on 
the hand of their lords, so our eyes are on the Lord our God, till he 
show us his mercy. Have mercy on us. Lord, have mercy. 

Collect Convert us, O God our Saviour, and instruct our minds by 
heavenly teaching, that we may benefit from the works of Lent. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with 
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Leviticus 19:1-2, 11-18; Psalm 19:8, 9, 10, 15; 
Matthew 25:31-46 

When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, 
he will sit on his throne in heavenly glory. All the nations will be 
gathered before him, and he will separate the people one from 
another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. He will 
put the sheep on his right and the goats on his left. Then the King 
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will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my 
Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since 
the creation of the world. For 1 was hungry and you gave me 
something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I 
was a stranger and you invited me in, 1 needed clothes and you 
clothed me, 1 was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison and 
you came to visit me. ’ Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, 
when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you 
something to drink? When did we see you a stranger and invite you 
in, or needing clothes and clothe you? When did we see you sick or 
in prison and go to visit you?’ The King will reply, 7 tell you the 
truth, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers of mine, 
you did for me. ’ Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from 
me, you who are cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil 
and his angels. For I was hungry and you gave me nothing to eat, / 
was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, I was a stranger and 
you did not invite me in, I needed clothes and you did not clothe me, l 
was sick and in prison and you did not look after me. ’ They also will 



391 


answer, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger 
or needing clothes or sick or in prison, and did not help you? ’ He 
will reply, 7 tell you the truth, whatever you did not do for one of the 
least of these, you did not do for me. ’ Then they will go away to 
eternal punishment, but the righteous to eternal life. 
(Matthew 25:31-46) 

The Judgment Everyone knows how common is the expression, 
‘That person is a real Christian!’ when what is meant is that the 
person is always kind and concerned for others. Or again, one might 
hear it said that ‘He is more of a Christian than those who go to 
church’, when what is meant is that because he is more concerned for 
others than are some churchgoers, he is more of a Christian than 
they. Somehow, in the ordinary parlance of many, Christianity is 
identified merely with a disinterested service of one’s fellow man. In 
the understanding of Christianity to which I am referring here, the 
person of Christ is forgotten. That is not to say that all who speak of 
Christianity in this way have forgotten Christ, but in the case of 
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many it is so. Christ is on the margin, and the important thing about 
Christianity and indeed any religion worthy of the name, is that it be 
marked by concern for those in need. Now, the point of my 
mentioning this is not so much to criticize its glaring lack of the 
substance of the Christian religion. My point, rather, is to observe 
how everyone understands that Christ has placed the service of those 
in need at the forefront of being his disciple. In this respect most 
have got it right. Indeed, in this respect revealed religion and, more 
specifically the religion revealed by Christ, has transformed the 
understanding of religion. Religion, as understood by classic pagan 
civilizations and numerous local and many indigenous religions, was 
poorly connected with morality and everyday service of others. 
Religion was something that rectified and improved one’s own and 
one’s society’s relationship with God or the gods. In fact, it is a 
perennial temptation of any religion that it can fail to connect the 
worship of God with daily life and its obligations. The prophets 
often condemned (on God’s behalf) the sacrifices of the people who 
lived unjust and unmerciful lives. So the modem notion of 
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Christianity as a mere service of others is, yes, inadequate, but 
nevertheless it has fastened on a distinctive feature of revealed 
religion. 

So important is this matter that, in his description of the Final 
Judgment of all the nations (Matthew 25:31-46), Christ tells us that 
what we have done to others will be decisive in the matter of how his 
judgment on us will turn. If we have served those in need, he our 
Judge will be pleased. If we have refused to do so, he will be 
displeased. This having been granted, the striking thing about God’s 
judgment on how we have assisted those in need is that Christ 
identifies himself with those in need. Not only does the Christian 
religion insist that life must be distinguished by service to the needy 
but it insists that in serving the needy one is serving Christ , who is 
God. Whatever we do to or for the least, he our Judge will take as 
having been done to him. God loves all, and the revelation of this 
love is the person of Christ. As St Paul writes in one of his Letters, 
Christ loved me and gave himself up for me. All can say this, 
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especially the poor and the least. He loves me, and those who 
oppress the poor or neglect them when they are able to care for them, 
do so at their peril. Christ our divine Judge identifies with the least 
of his brothers. Not only ought this instil a wholesome concern in 
the hearts of those who may be disposed to disregard the poor, but it 
ought spark in the hearts of all Christ’s disciples a holy love for the 
poor. The saints manifested this, from St Vincent de Paul to Blessed 
(Mother) Teresa of Calcutta. Of course, our service of those in need 
will necessarily be governed by our circumstances and vocation in 
life. A holy Pope cannot roam the streets of Calcutta picking up the 
destitute, but he will call on the world to assist the poor and rectify 
injustices. The professional man will recognize that all those who 
come to him in need of his service are brothers and sisters of Christ 
his Judge, and will serve them as he would serve Christ himself. 
Moreover, as Mother Teresa used say, there are numerous forms of 
spiritual poverty. Just think how society would be transformed if all 
were to serve others, especially those in need, as they would Christ 


himself. 
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Life is short and eternity is long. Christ has revealed not only 
that we pass from this brief life into eternity, but that the eternity 
ahead of us depends totally on how we choose to live this brief life. 
He has also revealed that he himself will be our judge. His judgment 
on us will hinge on how we treat others, for he has united himself 
with every man, especially with those in need. 

-- 





396 


Tuesday of the First Week of Lent 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 90 (89): 1-2 O Lord, you have been our 
refuge, from generation to generation; from age to age, you are. 

Collect Look upon your family, Lord, that, through the chastening 
effects of bodily discipline, our minds may be radiant in your 
presence with the strength of our yearning for you. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Isaiah 55:10-11; Psalm 34:4-7, 16-19; 

Matthew 6:7-15 

Jesus said to his disciples, When you pray, do not keep on babbling 
like pagans, for they think they will be heard because of their many 
words. Do not be like them, for your Father knows what you need 
before you ask him. This, then, is how you should pray: ‘Our Father 
in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 
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done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. And 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one. ’ For if 
you forgive men when they sin against you, your heavenly Father 
will also forgive you. But if you do not forgive men their sins, your 
Father will not forgive your sins. (Matthew 6:7-15) 

The Lord’s Prayer It has often been observed that while 
rationality and power of choice are distinctive of human nature, 
religion is distinctive of human history and culture. Consult any 
historian of virtually any of the cultures of the world — with the 
exception of the anomaly of modem Western culture and those 
cultures affected by modern Western secularism — and the verdict 
will be that religion in one form or another is an unavoidable feature. 
The Romans regarded themselves as especially religious and 
persecuted the Christians because they denied fundamental pillars of 
their religion. What indigenous people has not its religion, a religion 
which almost invariably pervades its culture? The history of cultures 
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alone suggests that man was meant by the Creator to turn to him. 
The problem is that in respect to God — as is obvious from the 
profoundly conflicting images and views about him — man has lost 
his way. Of himself, he does not know how to set himself right with 
God. Now, if there is anything characteristic of religion, it is prayer. 
So fundamental to religion is prayer that the two terms are almost 
interchangeable. St Alphonsus Ligouri wrote in one of his books that 
a person who does not pray will not be saved. The obvious question 
is, then, not whether we should pray, but how we ought pray because 
the quality and degree of our religion will depend on how we pray. 
To take an obvious example from one of our Lord’s own parables, 
how great was the difference between how the Pharisee standing 
prominently in the Temple prayed, and how the Publican standing 
well behind him prayed! The Pharisee went home after his prayer 
still separated from God, while the Publican went home right with 
God. Indeed, the Pharisee had hardly prayed at all — our Lord 
referred to him as praying “to himself.'” How, then, to pray? We need 
a Teacher, and that Teacher is Christ. Our Gospel today contains the 
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model of prayer he gave to his disciples. It was preceded and 
followed by some of his teaching on prayer. 

Both before and after the Prayer he taught his disciples, our 
Lord gave some simple instructions on prayer. “ When you are 
praying, do not babble on and on as do the pagans. For they think 
that in using an abundance of words they will be heard. Do not be 
like them for your Father knows what you need before you ask him.” 
Our prayer ought be offered in the presence of the One we know to 
be our Father. He loves us, he is almighty and he knows what we 
need before we ask him. So then, we ought begin our prayer placing 
ourselves firmly in the presence of our great Father who we know 
loves us. Saint Teresa of Avila, doctor of the Church on prayer, 
defined prayer in those very terms. Prayer, she writes, is an intimate 
conversation with the one who we know loves us. He understands us 
through and through. If we are filled with the thought of God being 
our Father, our prayer will be simple. Let us think again of the 
Parable of the Pharisee and the Publican, and notice the verbosity of 
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the Pharisee’s prayer in contrast to the brevity of the prayer of the 
Publican. The Publican’s prayer was truly sublime, and it involved 
repeating over and over again, “Gor/ be merciful to me a sinner .” 
Cardinal Newman (now canonized) once said (in a sermon on this 
parable) that the prayer of the publican expressed the essence of true 
religion. It was a variant of the petition in the Lord’s Prayer, 
“Forgive us our debts.” When, therefore, we think of that petition let 
us think of the prayer of the Publican. But now, in respect to this 
simple prayer for mercy, let us notice what our Lord adds to it: 
“Forgive us our debts, as we also forgive those indebted to us.” If we 
wish God to forgive our failings we must forgive others their failings 
too. Who could imagine the Publican of our Lord’s parable failing to 
forgive others their offences against him? He was too contrite and 
too desirous of God’s forgiveness to do otherwise. Our Lord’s 
conclusion is clear and ominous. “ For if you forgive others their 
offences, your heavenly Father will forgive you yours too. But if you 
do not forgive them neither will your Father forgive you yours.” 
(Matthew 6:7-15) In his instruction both before and after the Prayer 



401 


he taught his disciples, our Lord has given us a great work full of 
consequences. 

The Lord’s Prayer offers food and guidance for a whole 
lifetime. The Church in her teaching on prayer down through the 
centuries comments on the Lord’s Prayer in her catechisms and 
makes it the basis of everything. Let us ponder on the instruction 
given by our Lord prior to it and following it in the version of today 
provided by St Matthew. Let us realize we are speaking to God our 
Father who knows us far more than we know ourselves, and let us 
not fail to forgive from the heart all those who have offended us. 
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Wednesday of the First Week of Lent 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 90 (89): 1-2 O Lord, you have been 
our refuge, from generation to generation; from age to age, you are. 

Collect Look upon your family, Lord, that, through the chastening 
effects of bodily discipline, our minds may be radiant in your 
presence with the strength of our yearning for you. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Jonah 3:1-10; Psalm 51:3-4, 12-13, 18-19; 

Luke 11:29-32 

As the crowds increased, Jesus said, This is a wicked generation. It 
asks for a miraculous sign, but none will be given it except the sign 
of Jonah. For as Jonah was a sign to the Ninevites, so cdso will the 
Son of Man be to this generation. The Queen of the South will rise at 
the judgment with the men of this generation and condemn them; for 
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she came from the ends of the earth to listen to Solomon’s wisdom, 
and now one greater than Solomon is here. The men of Nineveh will 
stand up at the judgment with this generation and condemn it; for 
they repented at the preaching of Jonah, and now one greater than 
Jonah is herej Luke 11:29-32) 

The Person of Jesus Let us notice something of a paradox in our 
Gospel passage today. The crowds are thronging to our Lord and, 
despite this, he says that “this generation is a wicked generation.” 
Why? It was asking for a sign. Let us ask why this was so serious, 
and what was really behind it. It is clear from various texts of the 
Gospels that the crowds who followed our Lord were there for a 
variety of reasons and carried with them a variety of views about our 
Lord himself. Most accepted him as a prophet but it seems that 
relatively few got beyond this. It is a high point of the Gospels when 
our Lord asked his Apostles what they themselves thought of him. 
Peter answered that he was the Messiah, the Son of the living God. 
This is to say that the person of Jesus himself is at the centre of the 
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Gospel message and of what Christ came to reveal. But what does 
our Lord say the crowds were seeking? In one form or another, they 
were seeking “signs” (Luke 11:29-32). They wanted spectacles and 
benefits and were missing the point of what God was doing. They 
wanted proofs, they wanted a show, they wanted signs and wonders, 
they wanted their sick cured and their hunger satisfied and their dead 
raised. As St Paul wrote, the Jews ask for miracles, the Greeks 
wisdom. But as to the person of Jesus himself, when it came to a 
point, fundamentally they were not interested. They were interested 
in signs, not in him nor in his real message. They were deaf to his 
message about repentance and about the change of heart that entry 
into the Kingdom of God required. They were blind to the 
uniqueness and merits of his person, and this was culpable. They 
were not interested in the gift of God that was Jesus himself. The 
pagan queen of the South had perceived the wisdom possessed by 
Solomon, and the pagan Ninevites had appreciated the preaching of 
Jonah without signs and wonders — so too should have the people of 
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our Lord’s time. But no, and this was due to a blameworthy 
disposition of their hearts. 

Of course, our Lord is not accusing everyone of his 
“generation” of this culpable disinterest and refusal of heart. But he 
is at least saying that this was the case with very many. What it says 
to us is, in the first instance, look at Jesus! He says to us and to the 
men and women of every generation, look at me! Come to me and 
learn from me! Enter into my acquaintance, form part of my 
company, live with me and in me. Abide with me and become my 
disciple. He directs this invitation to every man and woman in the 
world, and we know this because just before he ascended into heaven 
he entrusted a tremendous charge to his Apostles. He said they were 
to go to the whole world and make disciples of all the nations. So it 
is an inescapable and essential feature of the Christian religion that 
the world is viewed by it as being called to the knowledge and love 
of Christ. This does not mean simply that the world is called to get 
to know the worth of his teaching and the beauty of his example. 
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No, the whole world — all the nations — is called by God to enter 
into a personal relationship of friendship with, and obedient 
discipleship under him. Our Lord’s judgment on his “generation” 
and on its “evil” disposition makes it clear that, at least with many, 
the failure to respond to him and to his message is evil and sinful. So 
then, let us resolve to spend time with Jesus getting to know him and 
taking to heart his message. We need to do this every day. In the 
life of the Christian there has to be regular time set aside just to be 
with Jesus, coming to appreciate and love his person, and because of 
this accepting unconditionally his message. Christianity is a personal 
relationship with another Person, and that relationship is expressed in 
loving and obedient acceptance of his message and teaching. This 
personal relationship, forged in daily prayer, prayerful meditation, 
spiritual reading, the reception of the sacraments and fidelity to 
ordinary duties, will be the foundation of the entire moral and 


Christian life. 
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Let us read our Gospel text today as a warning not to allow 
disinterest in the person of Christ to grow in our hearts. In our 
Gospel text our Lord is asking for obedient faith and love. He is our 
salvation. Let us guard against the temptation to refuse to accept our 
Lord on his own terms rather than on ours. 

-- 
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Thursday of the First Week of Lent 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 5: 2-3 To my words give ear, O Lord; 
give heed to my sighs. Attend to the sound of my cry, my King and 
my God. 

Collect Bestow on us, we pray, O Lord, a spirit of always 
pondering on what is right and of hastening to carry it out, and, since 
without you we cannot exist, may we be enabled to live according to 
your will. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Esther C: 12, 14-16,23-25; Psalm 138:1-3, 7c-8; 
Matthew 7:7-12 

Jesus said to his disciples, Ask and it will be given to you; seek and 
you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you. For 
everyone who asks receives; he who seeks finds; and to him who 
knocks, the door will be opened. Which of you, if his son asks for 
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bread, will give him a stone? Or if he asks for a fish, will give him a 
snake? If you, then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts 
to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give 
good gifts to those who ask him! So in everything, do to others what 
you would have them do to you, for this sums up the Law and the 
Prophets. (Matthew 7:7-12) 

Trusting Prayer There are (quite naturally) two tendencies in 
what we might call natural man’s sense of God. There is the 
tendency — probably the more common — to picture the Supreme 
Being as distant. Broadly speaking he creates or organizes the world 
and then withdraws with his work done. Lesser spirits then enter the 
scene and dominate the religious life of the society. The Supreme 
Being is remote. But there is a very different tendency, which is to 
imagine the Supreme Being as very near, but without much of a face. 
He is a vague presence. He is often sensed to be the Voice within the 
conscience, monitoring and warning. Consider the religion of 
Deerslayer in James Fernimore Cooper’s novel (1841). For the hero 
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of the novel, Deerslayer, God is a Providence, he is the Creator of the 
woods, the rivers and the world around, and above all he is the One 
present in man’s conscience. At one point Deerslayer says to Judith 
that conscience is his “King.” But throughout this novel in which 
features the religion of the protagonists, and in which Christianity is 
the religious backdrop of the heroes, Christ is never specifically 
mentioned (though the work of redemption is, in ch.26). Basically it 
is a natural religion, a religion prompted by nature. When this form 
of religion is set against the Gospel texts, the tremendous novelty of 
the Christian revelation stands forth with clarity. God has a face, and 
a very loving one at that. His face, as Pope Benedict has often said 
in his writings over the years, is the face of Christ. “He who sees 
me, sees the Father,” our Lord says elsewhere in the Gospels. God 
our Father is not remote, nor is he merely a vague even if very real 
Presence. He is highly personal, and the very Image of him has 
appeared and lived among men. His Word, in and through which he 
reveals himself, became flesh and dwelt among us, speaking to us of 
God our Father. In our Gospel today he tells us that he responds 
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concretely to our pleas. '"Ask, and it will be given you. Seek, and you 
will find. Knock, and it will be opened to you. For every one that 
asks, receives. He who seeks, finds. To him who knocks, it shall be 
opened .” (Matthew 7:7-12) 

Let us return to Cooper’s character, Deerslayer. He is one 
whom we might dub a saint of the wilds with a moral character very 
much larger than life. I do not recall him during the tale ever 
actually asking his God for a favour. Deerslayer lacks the human 
being’s profound sense of need leading him to appeal to God. He 
does not seem to pray much except in the vaguest sense, even though 
he is very religious in disposition and sentiment. He is, of course, a 
myth created by Cooper, but one that exemplifies a view of religion. 
By contrast, our Lord tells us to ask, to seek, and to knock at the 
door. We have our daily needs and we are profoundly conscious of 
our poverty and vulnerability. Our Lord tells us that we have an 
almighty Father, and that Father is the Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. He attends to all our requests and we may approach him with 
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confidence. By turning to him we shall find. We shall receive. The 
door will be opened to us. What this will mean in the concrete is a 
further matter because God is all-wise and knows what is best for us. 
What we ask for in the concrete may be not at all good for us, and in 
any case let us beware lest “the god” we address be a mere projection 
of our own desires. He is the God of our Lord Jesus Christ. Our 
Lord’s words are clear. If we humbly place ourselves in the presence 
of God our Father, the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, and 
make our requests, we should feel confident. We ought pray with 
persistence and trust in the love and power of our Father in heaven, 
and do so in union with his divine Son, Jesus Christ. Time and time 
again we hear stories of prayers being answered either quickly or 
over the course of time. The key is to take our Lord’s words to heart 
and to pray as to the God Jesus himself describes, the God who is our 
Father, a Father wanting to hear and answer our prayers, the God 
who is able and desirous of giving us what we need and far more 


besides. 
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Our Lord’s words in today’s Gospel passage speak to us about 
God and about the marvellous power of prayer. The model of our 
prayer is the Lord’s Prayer. Our Father! You are in heaven! May 
your name be held holy! Your Kingdom come! Your will be done on 
earth as it is done in heaven! Give us this day our daily bread and 
forgive us our offences as we forgive those who have caused us 
injury. Keep us from evil and temptation. Marvellous and simple, 
this prayer of the Lord Jesus! Let us, then, fill our lives with 
persistent and trustful prayer. 
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Friday of the First Week of Lent 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 25 (24): 17-18 Set me free from my 
distress, O Lord. See my lowliness and suffering, and take away all 
my sins. 

Collect Grant that your faithful, O Lord, we pray, may be so 
conformed to the paschal observances, that the bodily discipline now 
solemnly begun may bear fruit in the souls of all. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Ezechiel 18:21-28; Psalm 130:1-8; 

Matthew 5:20-26 

Jesus said, I tell you that unless your righteousness surpasses that of 
the Pharisees and the teachers of the law, you will certainly not enter 
the kingdom of heaven. You have heard that it was scud to the people 
long ago, ‘Do not murder, and anyone who murders will be subject 
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to judgment. ’ But I tell you that anyone who is angry with his brother 
will be subject to judgment. Again, anyone who says to his brother, 
‘Raca, ’ is answerable to the Sanhedrin. But anyone who says, ‘You 
fool!’ will be in danger of the fire of hell. Therefore, if you are 
offering your gift at the altar and there remember that your brother 
has something against you, leave your gift there in front of the altar. 
First go and be reconciled to your brother; then come and offer your 
gift. Settle matters quickly with your adversary who is taking you to 
court. Do it while you are still with him on the way, or he may hand 
you over to the judge, and the judge may hand you over to the 
officer, and you may be thrown into prison. I tell you the truth, you 
will not get out until you have paid the last penny. (Matthew 
5:20-26) 

Religion of the Heart It does not take much to see that there are 
different levels in the practice of religion. There is the kind of 
religion that consists in performing religious ceremonies for a variety 
of purposes. The ceremonies could be primarily a pivotal mechanism 



416 


for civil order and social cohesion, based on a common religion. 
Alternatively, religious ceremonies could be a means to placate and 
supplicate the gods. At the age of 37 Julius Caesar bribed his way 
into the elected office of Pontifex Maximus, senior state priest, and 
so performed public religious ceremonies. Religion was important 
for the Romans. Again, there is a level of religion which goes 
beyond ceremonies and involves everyday behaviour. The religious 
person in his concrete activity in society tries to obey the powers 
above. He understands that if he steals, or is dishonest, or injures 
others, then he will be judged and punished by God or the gods. If 
he is just and good to others then he will be rewarded. However, 
there is a level of religion that is far deeper than this, far more 
all-pervasive and radical. That is the religion of the heart in which 
all that goes on in a person’s mind and heart is subjected to the will 
of God and ordered to his glory. This is surely the fundamental 
challenge facing every person who wishes to please God in life and it 
is the basic arena of God’s concern. God is fundamentally concerned 


about what is the state of our mind, heart and soul because from there 
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come the words, the actions and entire life of the individual and of all 
of society. The state of mankind depends on what is happening in 
the minds and hearts of all men and women. When our Lord was 
asked by one of the scribes which is the greatest commandment of 
the Law, he was being referred to a Law which also embraced 
numerous laws and prescriptions regulating religious and social 
behaviour. Which is the greatest of them? Our Lord’s reply 
emphasised the religion of the heart. He said that the first and 
greatest commandment was to love God with all one’s mind and 
heart, and the second was to love one’s neighbour as oneself. 
Everything depends on this love, he said. 

In our Gospel today (Matthew 5:20-26), our Lord drives home 
his point that God expects an obedience of the heart, and not merely 
of our concrete, observable behaviour. In this religion of the heart, 
we must go well beyond that of the scribes and Pharisees. The Ten 
Commandments forbad the unjust taking of life, but he, Jesus, 
required that the anger that ultimately leads to this be banished from 
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one’s heart. ‘Ton have heard that it was said to those of old, You 
must not kill, and whosoever does kill will be in danger of the 
judgment. But I say to you, that whosoever is angry with his brother 
will be in danger of the judgment ” (Matthew 5:20-26). In respect to 
religious ceremonies and the offering of sacrifice to God, it is not 
enough to make the offering. One must be reconciled with one’s 
brother as well. “//' therefore you are offering your gift at the altar 
and there remember that your brother has any thing against you, 
leave there your offering before the altar, and go first to be 
reconciled to your brother. Then come to offer your gift.” Christ our 
Lord came to take away the sin of the world and to confer on man — 
willing man! — the gift of holiness, a holiness of the heart. Now 
this in turn brings us to the great gift and fact of grace. Christ came 
to transform the heart of man and not just to view man’s heart in a 
different light — in the light, that is, of the merits of his own 
sacrifice on Calvary. He effects this transformation through the gift 
of the Holy Spirit and his grace. This gift is received with faith and 
conferred at baptism. When a person strives to live in obedience to 
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God, and when he repents and begins again, his heart is being 
sanctified by this grace of Christ. He gradually becomes genuinely 
holy. God does not merely repute him to be such. Grace makes of 
him, as St Paul writes, a new creature. A transformation has begun 
and is under way, a transformation into Christ. The Christian saint 
lives a life of holiness at the level of the heart and he does this by the 
power of grace and his own free cooperation. His heart, and not 
merely his actions, let alone merely his religious ceremonies, 
gradually become holy. This is what Christ commands and which he 
has come to effect in us. 

In the nineteenth century John Henry Newman (now 
beatified) wrote stellar sermons during his leadership of the Anglican 
Oxford Movement. In one of his sermons he pinpoints one of the 
foundations of a truly religious life. It is living with a lively sense of 
the presence of God. God sees all. He sees everything that is going 
on in my mind and heart. I must serve him at that level. If my 


ambition is to serve him — and that is what he commands — then I 
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must serve him with all my heart and not just in all my words and 
actions. I have the grace of God to do it, and it is this which our 
Lord is asking of each of us in our Gospel today. 
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Saturday of the First Week of Lent 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 19 (18): 8 The law of the Lord is 
perfect; it revives the soul. The decrees of the Lord are steadfast; 
they give wisdom to the simple. 

Collect Turn our hearts to you, eternal Lather, and grant that, 
seeking always the one thing necessary and carrying out works of 
charity, we may be dedicated to your worship. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Deuteronomy 26:16-19; Psalm 119:1-2, 4-5, 7-8; 
Matthew 5:43-48 

Jesus said, You have heard that it was said, ‘Love your neighbour 
and hate your enemy. ’ But I tell you: Love your enemies and pray for 
those who persecute you, that you may be sons of your Father in 
heaven. He causes his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends 
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rain on the righteous and the unrighteous. If you love those who love 
you, what reward will you get? Are not even the tax collectors doing 
that? And if you greet only your brothers, what are you doing more 
than others? Do not even pagans do that? Be perfect, therefore, as 
your heavenly Father is perfect. (Matthew 5:43-48) 

Christ Our Life Christ’s command to love one’s neighbour as 
oneself is a very difficult command to fulfil. Consider family life 
with all its ups and downs, with its misunderstandings and tensions 
between spouses and children over the years. Consider relationships 
within the wider family of relatives, among friends, acquaintances, at 
the workplace, wherever. The whole arena of ordinary daily life is 
embraced by the word “neighbour,” and pervading all neighbourly 
relationships must be the practice of Christian love. But Christ 
taught that the “neighbour” we are commanded by God to love is 
more than family, friends, work associates and fellow countrymen. 
The “neighbour” is anyone who is in need. The paradigm example is 
the man who fell among robbers on the way from Jerusalem to 
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Jericho. It was the Samaritan — a foreigner and a religious heretic 
— who fulfilled the command to love one’s neighbour. Now, so 
renowned is the teaching of Christ on the practice of charity and 
justice towards the needy that, in the eyes of many, being a Christian 
simply means being charitable towards those in need. Many forget 
the person of Christ, whereas at the heart of Christianity is the love 
and service of Christ — but of course Christ identifies with the least 
person in need. It is in this sense that to be a follower of Christ 
involves loving the one in need, because in that needy person there is 
present the person of Christ. But there is an even more demanding 
aspect of Christian charity. Charity towards the needy is not the sum 
total of Christ’s teaching on love of one’s neighbour. One must love 
not only the person in need, but one’s very enemy. “ You have heard 
that it has been said, Love your neighbour and hate your enemy. But 
l say to you, Love your enemies. Do good to those who hate you and 
pray for those who persecute and calumniate you, so as to be 
children of your Father in heaven .” (Matthew 5:43-48) 
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I remember years ago attending an address by a Christian girl 
who told the audience that she had come to understand that the 
following of Christ meant loving one’s neighbour in all these senses. 
Together with this understanding she also saw that, of herself, she 
did not have the spiritual resources to live such a life. How could she 
possibly love those who had hurt her, those who disliked her, those 
who in one way or another injured her? In the face of such a 
difficulty, how could she avoid reducing the meaning and demands 
of this command, or explaining it away? How could she serve her 
enemies in need? It was beyond her altogether. So she resolved to 
receive the Eucharist frequently. She believed that her Christian 
communion possessed the real and valid Eucharist, which is to say 
the real presence of Christ in the Eucharist. Of course, whether the 
Christian communion to which she belonged truly possessed a valid 
Eucharist is another matter. Many ecclesial communions do not, nor 
do they even claim to possess it. Indeed, many deny its possibility. 
That aside, the point here is that this girl looked to divine grace as 
providing her with the spiritual means to live the Christian life in its 
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fullness in her everyday circumstances. Only Christ himself can 
empower us to live in imitation of him, and he assists us with the gift 
of his grace through the Church’s ministry of the word and 
sacrament, above all the Eucharist. The issue here is that we must 
take Christ’s command seriously if we wish to count ourselves as 
Christians. We must strive to love and serve the one in need, 
including our enemy. We are to love our enemies and do good to the 
one who hates and injures us, and to pray for that person. Taking 
this seriously, we must look to Christ and his grace for the strength 
and capacity to live such a life. As Cardinal Newman (now 
beatified) once wrote, if we are faithful to grace, more will be given. 
Sanctity in everyday life is the work of a lifetime, and while it is 
impossible to man, our Lord said that everything is possible to God. 

How different would the world be if the teaching of Christ 
were to be applied in everyday life! The good news of the Gospel is 
that the one who is in Christ is no longer under the power of sin but 
has a principle of divine life embedded deep within his soul. He can 
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live in imitation of Christ provided he lives by faith and by grace. 
Let us resolve to do this, making Christ our love. 
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Second Sunday of Lent 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 27 (26): 8-9 Of you my heart has 
spoken, Seek his face. It is your face, O Lord, that I seek; hide not 
your face from me. 

Or: Cf. Ps 25 (24): 6, 2, 22 Remember your compassion, O Lord, 
and your merciful love, for they are from of old. Let not our enemies 
exult over us. Redeem us, O God of Israel, from all our distress. 

Collect O God, who have commanded us to listen to your beloved 
Son, be pleased, we pray, to nourish us inwardly by your word, that, 
with spiritual sight made pure, we may rejoice to behold your glory. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with 
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture : Genesis 12:1-4a; Psalm 33:4-5, 18-20, 22; 

2 Timothy 1:8b-10; Matthew 17:1-9 
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After six days Jesus took with him Peter, James and John the brother 
of James, and led them up a high mountain by themselves. There he 
was transfigured before them. His face shone like the sun, and his 
clothes became as white as the light. Just then there appeared before 
them Moses and Elijah, talking with Jesus. Peter said to Jesus, Lord, 
it is good for us to be here. If you wish, I will put up three 
shelters- one for you, one for Moses and one for Elijah. While he 
was still speaking, a bright cloud enveloped them, and a voice from 
the cloud said, This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well 
pleased. Listen to him! When the disciples heard this, they fell face 
down to the ground, terrified. But Jesus came and touched them. 
Get up, he said. Don 7 be afraid. When they looked up, they saw 
no-one except Jesus. As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus 
instructed them, Don 7 tell anyone what you have seen, until the Son 
of Man has been raised from the dead. (Matthew 17:1-9) 

The Transfiguration There is no doubt that in the minds of the 
three Apostles who witnessed it, this event of the Transfiguration of 
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Jesus on the mountain had great significance. They saw his glory, 
the glory of the only Son of the Father, full of grace and truth (John 
1:14). Matthew — from whose Gospel our passage today is taken — 
tells us (ch.3:17) that during Christ’s baptism by John in the Jordan, 
the voice of the Father spoke from heaven saying, “This is my Son, 
the beloved. My favour rests on him.” St John in his Gospel tells us 
(eh. 1:34) that John the Baptist bore witness that Jesus, the promised 
One, the Lamb of God who would take away the sin of the world, he 
who would baptize with the Holy Spirit, was “the Son of God.” That 
is to say that at the beginning, both the Father himself and the 
prophet John had borne witness to his person. Then during his public 
ministry the burden of Christ’s teaching centred precisely around his 
own person and his relationship with his heavenly Father. God is his 
very own Father. He is the Son. The “Jews” (in St John’s Gospel) 
picked up stones with which to stone him for this, because in 
referring to God as his own Father he was making himself equal to 
God. He was the long awaited Messiah, but what a Messiah! He was 
far more than was predicted. God himself had come to dwell with 
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his people and, as the divine Messiah, he would save his people and 
all of God’s children from their sins. Now, here on the mountain 
shortly before he would bear witness unto death to the truth of his 
person, the Father himself again bears witness, just as he did at the 
baptism. Christ’s glory was revealed. His face shone like the sun 
and his clothes became a dazzling white. His glory completely 
outshone that of Moses and Elijah who while they appear with him, 
are not, in this account, described as having this same glory. This 
glory is Christ’s own, and it is the glory of God. The brightness 
increased, for a “bright cloud” overshadowed them and from it came 
the voice of the Father, revealing that this Jesus is his own Son. All 
are to listen to him. (Matthew 17:1-9) 

The great and remarkable theologian St Thomas Aquinas 
understood this Gospel scene as above all revealing the Blessed 
Trinity. The bright cloud was the splendour of the Holy Spirit by 
whose power all this was happening. The Father was speaking as he 
had at the Baptism. The Son was being revealed as the glorious 
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Image and Word of the Father. In his brightness the Holy Spirit was 
lighting up and making known to the three Apostles both the Father 
and the Son. All three are shown in the glory of the godhead. The 
Trinity is the distinctive revelation of the New Testament, brought to 
man by Christ, just as Christ himself is made known by the Father 
and the Spirit. “/Vo one knows the Father except the Son, just as no 
one knows the Son except the Father and those to whom the Father 
chooses to reveal him.” On the Mountain the Father, by the power of 
the Holy Spirit, reveals the Son to be his own, and to be his Word to 
whom all are to heed. There is, of course, nothing like it in all of 
history. This Man is the centre of all human history and is its glory 
and boast. The almighty Father has pointed to him and the Holy 
Spirit has manifested his glory. The Transfiguration of Christ reveals 
the mystery of the most holy Trinity, the one only God being three 
divine persons, each of whom is equally the one God. It also reveals 
the glory that is heaven and to which we are all called. We are meant 
by God for glory and this for ever. But most importantly, in the 
event of the Transfiguration we are shown not only our vocation to 
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glory but the path to it. Glory will be ours if we take our stand with 
Jesus and follow along his way. His way is that of obedience to the 
will of God in the midst of suffering — in other words, the Cross. If 
every day we take our stand with Jesus, following along his path 
which is the will of God whatever be the cost, then we shall share in 
the glory here manifested on the mountain. That glory will be ours 
according to our measure. It will be glory upon glory and forever. 
But the only way to it is in and through Jesus. He who is equal to the 
Father is the only way to the Father. 

Let us repeatedly contemplate Christ in glory on the 
Mountain. He is the object of our love and our hopes. He is our 
Way. He is the Truth and the Life. The Father almighty has said so. 
He has said that he, Jesus of Nazareth, is his beloved Son, and that all 
are to listen to him. This is what each of us must resolve to do daily 
and this is the message we must bear witness to in the world around 
us. 
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Monday of the Second Week of Lent 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 26 (25): 11-12 Redeem me, O Lord, and 
have mercy on me. My foot stands on level ground; I will bless the 
Lord in the assembly. 

Collect O God, who have taught us to chasten our bodies for the 
healing of our souls, enable us, we pray, to abstain from all sins, and 
strengthen our hearts to carry out your loving commands. Through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Daniel 9:4b-10; Psalm 79:8, 9, 11 and 13; 

Luke 6:36-38 

Jesus said, Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful. Do not 
judge, and you will not be judged. Do not condemn, and you will not 
be condemned. Forgive, and you will be forgiven. Give, and it will 
be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together 
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and running over, will be poured into your lap. For with the 
measure you use, it will be measured to you. (Luke 6:36-38) 

Christ and Conscience There are some — perhaps many — who 
are of the view that Islam is at root violent and inclines its adherents 
towards intolerance. It is obvious that there are some Muslims — 
perhaps many — who think that Christianity inclines its adherents 
towards a crusading attack against Islam. Whatever of these 
assertions (and the truth of the matter ought be sought) what may 
help is not only a study of, say, the Bible and the Koran, but a study 
of history. If, for argument’s sake, it does seem to the Christian that 
many passages in the Koran are very likely to incline a Muslim to 
intolerance and jihad, it may help if he also considers certain 
instances in history of Muslim tolerance, justice and mercy. For 
instance, ponder on the encounter between Saladin and Richard the 
Lionheart at the end of the twelfth century. Specifically, compare 
Saladin’s tolerance of Christians in Jerusalem, when he conquered 
the holy city, with Richard’s famous slaughter of a large body of 
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Muslim captives in a different city. I tend to think that Richard’s 
failure to attack Jerusalem and to take it (which may not have been 
difficult for one of such splendid valour) involved an unseen factor. 
I wonder whether God withdrew his supporting hand from Richard at 
that point because of the atrocity I have just referred to. The general 
consensus of both Christians and Muslims would approve of 
Saladin’s action while it would condemn Richard’s action as being a 
crime against humanity. Why have I referred to this? I mention it not 
to discuss Islam or Christianity but something else. I offer it as an 
illustration of the fact that the conscience of man dictates the natural 
law requiring mercy and justice, and it intimates that if man is not 
merciful he may not have mercy shown to him. Further, the 
conscience of man vaguely suggests to him that mercy and justice is 
the will of God, irrespective of the teaching of sacred texts. Even if a 
person is not religious, he will sense that it cannot be in accord with 
true religion to be unmerciful and unjust. He knows that if there be a 
God then in this particular respect the conscience of man is a vague 


echo of God’s voice. 
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In our Gospel passage today, Christ our Lord confirms with 
utter clarity what conscience suggests is the will of God in respect to 
our dealings with others. There is a harmony between conscience, 
the natural law, and revealed religion. But in revealing the Father, 
Christ gives us a new and much higher motive. Jesus said to his 
disciples, “Be therefore merciful, as your Father also is merciful. 
Judge not, and you will not be judged. Condemn not, and you will 
not be condemned. Forgive, and you will be forgiven.'’’’ (Luke 
6:36-38). God our Father is merciful, and therefore we too should be 
merciful. Man is not left merely to the intimations of his conscience 
alone. No, the disciple of Christ has before him the thought of his 
Father in heaven as revealed by his Son, Jesus Christ. Our Lord who 
is the image of the unseen God and who always did what pleases 
him, draws his disciple into his own life of obedience to the will of 
his heavenly Father. “7 always do what pleases Him ”, he once said 
to his critics. “Can any of you convict me of sin?” he challenged his 
enemies on another occasion. In all our relationships with others we 


have the assistance of our natural conscience, but as well as this and 
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far more significantly, we have the example and teaching and the 
love of Jesus Christ. He is our teacher and the love of our life. In all 
our relationships with others whoever they may be, Christ commands 
that we be merciful and just, that we do not assume the place of their 
Judge, and that we forgive. This lights up, completes and fulfils the 
conscience of man. Our Lord adds a warm encouragement and a 
solemn warning. “Give, and it will be given to you, good measure 
and pressed down and shaken together and running over will they 
pour into your lap. For the measure with which you deal out will be 
the measure with which you will be dealt.” The teaching of Christ 
takes the conscience of man to new heights. 

Let us take our stand with Jesus and make that stand affect 
every aspect of our daily life. In all our involvement in society and 
in our professional work, we ought strive to order the temporal world 
according to the mind of Christ. To him has been given all authority 
in heaven and on earth. As St Paul says, let this mind be in you that 
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was in Christ Jesus, and this must be our program for all aspects of 
our dealings with others in life. 
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Tuesday of the Second Week of Lent 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 13 (12): 4-5 Give light to my eyes lest I 
fall asleep in death, lest my enemy say: I have overcome him. 

Collect Guard your Church, we pray, O Lord, in your unceasing 
mercy, and, since without you mortal humanity is sure to fall, may 
we be kept by your constant helps from ah harm and directed to all 
that brings salvation. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Isaiah 1:10, 16-20; Psalm 50:8-9, 16bc-17, 21, 23; 
Matthew 23:1-12 

Then Jesus said to the crowds and to his disciples: The teachers of 
the law and the Pharisees sit in Moses ’ seat. So you must obey them 
and do everything they tell you. But do not do what they do, for they 
do not practise what they preach. They tie up heavy loads and put 
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them on men’s shoulders, but they themselves are not willing to lift a 
finger to move them. Everything they do is done for men to see: They 
make their phylacteries wide and the tassels on their garments long; 
they love the place of honour at banquets and the most important 
seats in the synagogues; they love to be greeted in the market-places 
and to have men call them ‘Rabbi But you are not to be called 
‘Rabbi’, for you have only one Master and you are all brothers. And 
do not call anyone on earth father ’, for you have one Father, and he 
is in heaven. Nor are you to be called ‘teacher ’, for you have one 
Teacher, the Christ. The greatest among you will be your servant. 
For whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and whoever humbles 
himself will be exalted. (Matthew 23:1-12) 

Humility Most would agree that the study of the animal and 
insect world is a source of unending fascination. Consider the 
constant popularity of nature documentaries on television and other 
forms of the media. A recurring theme in such studies is the drive 
for dominance that pervades the animal world and which obviously 
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springs from the need for life and the continuation of the species. 
We refer to “the law of the jungle.” There is no mercy for any 
challenge to dominance, nor is there mercy for the weak in the face 
of the needs of the powerful. But how like the animals are humans, 
if we consider the course of history! The quest for dominance drives 
so much of human activity and the little and the weak count for 
nought in the face of the needs of the powerful. It is constant 
evidence of the fallen character of man. In these respects he is not 
like God in whose image he was made, but rather is like the animals. 
The conscience of man knows this is wrong and the best religions of 
man give expression to this higher sense of things. But paradoxically 
it appears time and again in the practice of religion itself. So often 
those who stand for religion and represent its practice are found to 
desire the dominant position and to maintain it precisely by means of 
their religious office. Consider what our Lord says of the scribes and 
the Pharisees in our Gospel passage today. “ The scribes and the 
Pharisees occupy the chair of Moses. Therefore whatever they tell 
you, observe and do. But do not act according to their deeds for they 
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do not practise what they say. They bind heavy and insupportable 
burdens and lay them on men’s shoulders; but will not stir as much 
as their finger to move them. And all their works they do in order to 
be seen by men." So they occupied a legitimate position, the chair of 
Moses, but their motivation was awry. They wanted the centre stage. 
They desired to dominate and to be esteemed by others. 

In these very remarks of our Lord we see his reverence for the 
figure of Moses, whom Scripture says was the humblest of men. In 
his humility, Moses pointed to Christ the Son of God made man, who 
invited all to draw near to him, for he was meek and humble of heart. 
Our Lord in our Gospel passage today warns his disciples against all 
pride and the desire to be first. '"But you, do not be called Rabbi. 
One is your teacher and you are all brethren. Call none your father 
upon earth; for one is your Father and he is in heaven. Do not be 
called masters either; for one is your Master, Christ. The one who is 
the greatest among you will be your servant. Whoever exalts himself 
will be humbled: and the one who humbles himself will be exalted ” 
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(Matthew 23:1-12). St Paul speaks of the Incarnation of the Son of 
God in terms of humility. Though he was in the form and glory of 
God, St Paul writes, the Son did not cling to his position but divested 
himself of it all and became as men are and humbler still, even to the 
point of death — and death on a cross! So God raised him on high 
above every other name. That is the paradigm for the human being 
and for every follower of Jesus Christ. Christ was bom in a stable. 
He grew up in an obscure backwater village. He lived in want. He 
was denied the respect that was his due. He was rejected by the 
leaders of his people. As St John writes in his Prologue, he came to 
his own, and his own did not receive him. He died in humiliation, 
and yet he was the Lord of glory, God himself become man, the 
second divine Person of the Blessed Trinity, the Saviour of the 
world. He who was all-glorious trod the path of humility and 
poverty of spirit. He tells us that this is the path that leads to life and 
it is love for him which gives to his disciple the strength and 
inspiration to follow in his footsteps in daily life. In Jesus Christ we 


see that the one who humbles himself will be exalted. 
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In his Spiritual Exercises St Ignatius Loyola, that great master 
of the Christian life, describes the choice that is to be made by every 
serious Christian. It is the choice between Christ and Satan. This 
includes the choice between the way of Christ and the way of Satan. 
Christ’s way and weapon is that of humility and poverty of spirit. 
Satan’s way and weapon is that of pride, domination and the 
accumulation of possessions. Let us resolve for love of Christ to 
follow his way. It leads to life, life in abundance. 
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Wednesday of the Second Week of Lent 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 38 (37): 22-23 Forsake me not, O Lord! 
My God, be not far from me! Make haste and come to my help, O 
Lord, my strong salvation! 

Collect Keep your family, O Lord, schooled always in good works, 
and so comfort them with your protection here as to lead them 
graciously to gifts on high. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Jeremiah 18:18-20; Psalm 31:5-6, 14, 15-16; 
Matthew 20:17-28 

Now as Jesus was going up to Jerusalem, he took the twelve disciples 
aside and said to them, We are going up to Jerusalem, and the Son of 
Man will be betrayed to the chief priests and the teachers of the law. 
They will condemn him to death and will turn him over to the 
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Gentiles to be mocked and flogged and crucified. On the third day 
he will be raised to life! Then the mother of Zebedee’s sons came to 
Jesus with her sons and, kneeling down, asked a favour of him. What 
is it you want? he asked. She said, Grant that one of these two sons 
of mine may sit at your right and the other at your left in your 
kingdom. You don 7 know what you are asking, Jesus said to them. 
Can you drink the cup / am going to drink? We can, they answered. 
Jesus said to them, You will indeed drink from my cup, but to sit at 
my right or left is not for me to grant. These places belong to those 
for whom they have been prepared by my Father. When the ten 
heard about this, they were indignant with the two brothers. Jesus 
called them together and said, You know that the rulers of the 
Gentiles lord it over them, and their high officials exercise authority 
over them. Not so with you. Instead, whoever wants to become great 
among you must be your servant, and whoever wants to be first must 
be your slave — just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, 
but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many. 


(Matthew 20:17-28) 
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Lord and Friend Let us notice how our Lord refers to himself 
in our Gospel passage today and in many other such passages. He 
refers to himself as “the Son of Man.” Of course, as anyone familiar 
with the Old Testament is aware, this title which our Lord uses of 
himself so often is from various sources, including the Book of 
Daniel. Daniel’s famous vision of one like a son of man points to the 
Messiah-King who would establish God’s Kingdom, rule it and then 
deliver it to God almighty. Let us observe how our Lord refers to 
himself not only by using such a title, but doing so in the third 
person. Our Lord says, “the Son of Man” will be betrayed to the 
chief priests and the scribes and they will condemn him to death. It 
is not “I” who will be handed over, but “the Son of Man.” It is just a 
detail that speaks yet further, I would suggest, of our Lord’s 
awareness of his unique and absolute importance. He was the 
awaited King, the Messiah. He was the appointed King, and his 
Kingdom was God’s Kingdom and would be eternal. To him God 
his Father would give all authority in heaven and on earth. He would 
come again on the clouds of heaven at the right hand of the Power to 
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judge the living and the dead. This great Personage, the person of 
Jesus, is not just one item among the countless items that make up 
visible creation. He is not just yet another man, however great. In 
him subsists the fullness of the godhead bodily. No praise is 
adequate to express the wonder of the person of Jesus. There is 
Something in the visible universe that far exceeds the value and the 
power and the goodness and the beauty of the entire universe itself. 
It is the person of Jesus. Nothing and no one can compare with him. 
To possess him through humble and obedient friendship is to possess 
the pearl of great price, for which one ought be prepared to sell all in 
order to gain it. This is why time and again our Lord expected utter 
devotion from his disciples, and why he said that if this utter 
devotion is lacking, such a person is not worthy of him. 

As I say, the transcendent importance of Christ is intimated in 
the way our Lord refers to himself. He is the Lord God himself, the 
divine and only begotten Son of the eternal Father, and he knew he 
was the priceless pearl of the universe, the treasure of the world and 
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of every man and woman. Now, when we think of persons of high 
importance (let alone one of incomparable importance!) we 
instinctively think of the glory he necessarily attracts and accepts. 
But in the case of Jesus our Lord, he stands forth as humble, as one 
who serves to the point of giving his life for the least. Consider his 
words to his disciples when he caught them clashing over who 
among them was the more important. ‘Tom know that the princes of 
the Gentiles lord it over them and they who are the greater exercise 
power over them. This must not be so among you. Whoever will be 
the greater among you let him be your servant. He who will be first 
among you, is to be your servant. The Son of Man did not come to be 
sensed but to serve and to give his life as a ransom for many'' 
(Matthew 20:17-28). So then, despite who he was, the Son of Man 
came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life for the 
salvation of the many. The one to whom all glory is due, and whom 
every person is called to love with total dedication, is himself loving 
of others to the point of giving his life. No other person can possibly 
hold a candle to him, to use a common expression. To discover him 
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is the greatest thing in life. To introduce others to him is surely the 
greatest of services to one’s fellow man because, as St Paul writes, in 
the living risen Jesus is to be found every heavenly blessing. Indeed, 
we were made to know, love and serve him here on earth because he 
is God, and a principal spiritual project in life should be to prevent 
anything in us from turning our heart away from him. As St Ignatius 
Loyola insists in his Spiritual Exercises , we ought be totally attached 
to Jesus, and attached to anything else only in him. 

Jesus of Nazareth, risen and living now, is in every sense One 
worth following with all the ardour of one’s heart. He is to be 
followed as one’s Lord, one’s Master and one’s Friend. This will 
mean following in his footsteps along the way to Calvary — 
whatever that may mean in concrete life. The mother of the sons of 
Zebedee wanted from Christ first places for her two sons. Our Lord 
set aside that request and asked if they could drink his chalice. That 
is the important thing to ask for. Let us resolve to love him and to 
follow him along his way, knowing that this is what will lead to life. 
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Thursday of the Second Week of Lent 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 139 (138): 23-24 Test me, O God, and 
know my thoughts. See that my path is not wicked, and lead me in 
the way everlasting. 

Collect O God, who delight in innocence and restore it, direct the 
hearts of your servants to yourself, that, caught up in the fire of your 
Spirit, we may be found steadfast in faith and effective in works. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with 
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Jeremiah 17:5-10; Ps. 1:1-4 and 6; Luke 16:19-31 

There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen and 
lived in luxury every day. At his gate was laid a beggar named 
Lazarus, covered with sores and longing to eat what fell from the 
rich man’s table. Even the dogs came and licked his sores. The time 
came when the beggar died and the angels carried him to Abraham’s 
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side. The rich man also died and was buried. In hell, where he was 
in torment, he looked up and saw Abraham far away, with Lazarus 
by his side. So he called to him, ‘Father Abraham, have pity on me 
and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my 
tongue, because I am in agony in this fire. ’ But Abraham replied, 
‘Son, remember that in your lifetime you received your good things, 
while Lazarus received bad things, but now he is comforted here and 
you are in agony. And besides cdl this, between us and you a great 
chasm has been fixed, so that those who want to go from here to you 
cannot, nor can anyone cross over from there to us. ’ He answered, 
'Then I beg you, father, send Lazarus to my father’s house, for I have 
five brothers. Let him warn them, so that they will not cdso come to 
this place of torment. ’ Abraham replied, 'They have Moses and the 
Prophets; let them listen to them. ’ ‘No, father Abraham, ’ he said, 
‘but if someone from the dead goes to them, they will repent. ’ He 
said to him, ‘If they do not listen to Moses and the Prophets, they will 
not be convinced even if someone rises from the dead. 


(Luke 16:19-31) 
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Concern For The Poor A great saint of the eleventh century whom 
the Church finally declared to be a doctor of the Church — I am 
referring to St Peter Damian — wrote several biographies among his 
many writings. It is said that in his writings he preferred stories and 
examples rather than theory. Why? Presumably because he knew 
that in striking the imagination, his points would have greater and 
longer impact than mere appeals to the reason. We notice how 
stories, whether fictional or factual, have a long history in the life of 
mankind and are represented in poetry, drama, and in more recent 
centuries, in the novel. Stories are important in all kinds of 
civilizations from the most indigenous to the most advanced. I 
suppose we could say that although what we might call abstract 
doctrine is found often enough in the inspired Scriptures (say, in the 
book of Wisdom and in various of St Paul’s Letters) the more 
common genre is the story, or narrative. The gospels themselves are 
stories - not fictional stories but true ones. One would gather from 
the gospels that our Lord’s predilection was to instruct by means of 
story. He composed famous short stories, although he used other 
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forms as well such as direct maxims (like the Beatitudes). Well then, 
let us consider his beautiful story in our Gospel of today, of the rich 
man and the poor man Lazarus whom the rich man neglected (Luke 
16:19-31). The plainest message that stares out at the reader is that 
God will avenge the poor for their neglect by the rich. There is no 
suggestion that the rich man obtained his wealth by dishonest means, 
nor that he obtained it by oppressing the poor. Nor is there the 
suggestion that it was wrong for him to enjoy various benefits from 
having wealth. What was wrong was that he enjoyed good things in 
this life while entirely neglecting the poor. “ Abraham said to him, 
‘Son, remember that you received good things in life, and Lazarus 
evil things. Now he is comforted and you are in tormenV ” Lazarus, 
sick and utterly destitute, had longed to eat of the scraps that fell 
from the rich man’s table, but although he was at the very gate of the 
rich man, he received absolutely nothing. 

The conscience of man and society calls for concern for the 
poor, but here in our Lord’s story we are reminded that the judgment 
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of God is also involved. At times we hear accusations against God 
himself for allowing suffering and poverty. As we think of the 
mystery of evil, let us remember that as St Paul writes in his Letter to 
the Romans, sin entered the world through one man and with sin 
came death, and death has spread through the entire human race. 
The “death” St Paul mentions includes all the suffering that relates to 
or leads to death. Death and suffering entered the world because of 
man’s sin. That is the principal factor accounting for the poverty and 
suffering of the world. But there is another factor, and that is 
ongoing and daily human neglect. Those who can help fail to do so, 
just as the rich man in our Lord’s parable failed to help when he was 
able to do so. In response to the sinful fall of man leading to the 
suffering and death that is so rampant in the world, God sent his Son 
to save the world. In response to the neglect by man of his fellow 
men, Christ warns of the judgment to come. It grieves the heart of 
God to see mankind disfigured by poverty and suffering, and he 
hates to see his needy children neglected by those who are blessed 
with greater abundance. Our Lord’s parable of today warns us that if 
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we do not assist those in need, we shall not get away with it. We 
read that “ it happened that the beggar died and was carried by the 
angels to Abraham \s bosom. The rich man also died and was buried 
in Hades." Furthermore, included in our Lord’s teaching on neglect 
for our fellow man is his teaching on God’s judgment and on the 
reality and eternity of hell. Abraham tells the rich man in hell that a 
tremendous abyss separates the damned from the saved. A crossing 
from one to the other is impossible. Hell is a place of torment and it 
will last forever. It reminds us of how critical it is that we live well 
here in this life, and of how central to living well is care for those in 
need. At the end of life there is death, then God’s judgment, and 
then either heaven or hell. These are the great facts of life. 

The conscience of man can be revived by the thought of the 
judgment of God to come. If this thought of the divine judgment is 
put away or if it subsides through neglect, then the dictates of 
conscience themselves can easily be explained away or fail to be 
considered seriously. We can remain in our neglect of those in need. 
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This we do at our peril. It is very obvious from our Lord’s teaching 
that if we wish to follow him we must concern ourselves with the 
poor. Let us not neglect this. 
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Friday of the Second Week of Lent 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 31 (30): 2, 5 In you, O Lord, I put my 
trust, let me never be put to shame; release me from the snare they 
have hidden for me, for you indeed are my refuge. 

Collect Grant, we pray, almighty God, that, purifying us by the 
sacred practice of penance, you may lead us in sincerity of heart to 
attain the holy things to come. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your 
Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Genesis 37:3-4, 12-13a, 17b-28a; Psalm 105:16-21; 
Matthew 21:33-43, 45-46 

Jesus said, Listen to another parable: There was a landowner who 
planted a vineyard. He put a wall around it, dug a winepress in it 
and built a watchtower. Then he rented the vineyard to some 
farmers and went away on a journey. When the harvest time 
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approached, he sent his serx’ants to the tenants to collect his fruit. 
The tenants seized his servants; they beat one, killed another, and 
stoned a third. Then he sent other servants to them, more than the 
first time, and the tenants treated them in the same way. Last of all, 
he sent his son to them. ‘They will respect my son, ’ he said. But 
when the tenants saw the son, they said to each other, ‘This is the 
heir. Come, let’s kill him and take his inheritance. ’ So they took him 
and threw him out of the vineyard and killed him. Therefore, when 
the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants? 
He will bring those wretches to a wretched end, they replied, and he 
will rent the vineyard to other tenants, who will give him his share of 
the crop at harvest time. Jesus said to them, Have you never read in 
the Scriptures ‘The stone the builders rejected has become the 
capstone; the Lord has done this, and it is marvellous in our eyes ’? 
Therefore I tell you that the kingdom of God will be taken away from 
you and given to a people who will produce its fruit. When the chief 
priests and the Pharisees heard Jesus ’ parables, they knew he was 
talking about them. They looked for a way to arrest him, but they 
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were afraid of the crowd because the people held that he was a 
prophet. (Matthew 21:33-43, 45-46) 

The Son The context of this parable is our Lord’s final visit to 
Jerusalem. He has entered the city in a form of triumph to the 
acclaim of the accompanying crowds who recognized him as the 
“son of David” coming in the name of the Lord. Matthew writes that 
“all the city was moved, saying, Who is this?” Having entered, Jesus 
went into the Temple — the magnificent and famous Temple of 
Jerusalem — and threw out all who were doing business there. He 
imposed a regime of reverence, prayer and teaching. Then he 
proceeded to heal the blind and the sick. The very children were 
crying out in the Temple, “Hosanna to the Son of David!” (Matthew 
21: 9-15). They were looking on him as a saviour, and were praising 
him in the House of God. It caused tremendous consternation among 
the chief priests and scribes. They approached our Lord and 
demanded, could he not see the excess in all this unrestrained 
adulation of him, and in the Temple itself? It was to be entirely 
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expected, he replied, for “ out of the mouths of babes and sucklings 
you have perfected praise ,” — as if to say, you too ought be joining 
in. Yet they, the leaders, were stubbornly refusing. The next day he 
returned to the Temple, the House of his heavenly Father, and taught 
the people. While teaching, he was interrupted by the chief priests 
and the elders of the people (Matt 21: 23) who demanded to know, 
“By what authority are you doing these things, and who gave you the 
authority ?” The rest of the chapter (21:24-46), including our passage 
today, is given over to the confrontation, and in particular to our 
Lord’s response to their hostility. In our passage today, our Lord 
calmly and sovereignly tells a parable which describes their malice 
and the ruin to which it is leading them. But to no avail. Their 
smouldering hatred intensifies, particularly in view of the 
impossibility of their apprehending him in the presence of the people 
who hang on his words. They hate Jesus and fear the people who — 
including even the children — recognize in him a great prophet. 
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In his parable our Lord surveys the history of the chosen 
people, and does so by alluding to the words of the prophet Isaiah. 
Isaiah had said (ch.5) “7 will sing for the one l love a song about his 
vineyard: My loved one had a vineyard on a fertile hillside. He dug 
it up and cleared it of stones and planted it with the choicest vines. 
He built a watchtower in it and cut out a winepress as well. ,, Our 
Lord begins his parable with the same description. “ There was a 
landowner who planted a vineyard. He put a wall around it, dug a 
winepress in it and built a watchtower.'’’’ In the words of Isaiah, the 
owner of the vineyard wanted it to produce good fruit, but nothing 
came. “ Then he looked for a crop of good grapes, but it yielded only 
bad fruit.'” In our Lord’s parable, greater detail is given. The tenants 
refused to receive, accept and cooperate with the servants of the 
master of the vineyard. Indeed, they maltreated and killed them. 
Our Lord is describing the prophetic tradition within the chosen 
people of God. The prophets had been sent on behalf of God to ask 
for the produce of a good and holy life, but all they had met with 
from the leaders — the tenants of the vineyard — was persecution 
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and rejection. Finally, a climax came. The owner of the vineyard 
decided to send his very own son. “ They will respect my son ,” he 
said. But no, for they “ took him and threw him out of the vineyard 
and killed him,” and they did this in order to have possession of the 
vineyard. “This is the heir; come, let us kill him, and then seize on 
the inheritance ” (Matthew 21:33-43). They did not want the master 
to own the vineyard. They wanted position and power. St Matthew 
tells us that the chief priests and the Pharisees who were there 
listening to the parable knew quite clearly who it was that our Lord 
was referring to. The son in the parable was himself. He was not 
simply yet another prophet whom they were rejecting. He was the 
very son, the natural son of the owner of the vineyard. His dignity 
and authority transcended all prophets before him. They were the 
tenants who were planning to cast him out of the vineyard and kill 
him. The message was clear. 

The climax of the story is a terrible warning. Those who 
choose to fight against God will lose what they have been given and 
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will be ground to powder (Matthew: 45-46). In this sense it is a 
parable for all of us. We all have been granted gifts and 
opportunities — or to refer to another parable, we have been granted 
talents. They must be put to use, for the master wishes to see 
produce. Every day and every opportunity counts. Let us then apply 
ourselves to the work, the work of God. So then, now I begin! 

-- 
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Saturday of the Second Week of Lent 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 145 (144): 8-9 The Lord is kind and full of 
compassion, slow to anger, abounding in mercy. How good is the 
Lord to all, compassionate to all his creatures. 

Collect O God, who grant us by glorious healing remedies while 
still on earth to be partakers of the things of heaven, guide us, we 
pray, through this present life and bring us to that light in which you 
dwell. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. 

Scripture today : Micah 7:14-15, 18-20; Psalm 103:1-4, 9-12; 

Luke 15:1-3, 11-32 

Now the tax collectors and sinners were all gathering round to hear 
him. But the Pharisees and the teachers of the law muttered, This 


man welcomes sinners, and eats with them. Then Jesus told them 
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this parable: Jesus continued: There was a man who had two sons. 
The younger one said to his father, 'Father, give me my share of the 
estate. ’ So he divided his property between them. Not long after that, 
the younger son got together all he had, set off for a distant country 
and there squandered his wealth in wild living. After he had spent 
everything, there was a severe famine in that whole country, and he 
began to be in need. So he went and hired himself out to a citizen of 
that country, who sent him to his fields to feed pigs. He longed to fill 
his stomach with the pods that the pigs were eating, but no-one gave 
him anything. When he came to his senses, he said, ‘How many of 
my father’s hired men have food to spare, and here I am starving to 
death! I will set out and go back to my father and say to him: Father, 
/ have sinned against heaven and against you. I am no longer 
worthy to be called your son; make me like one of your hired men. ’ 
So he got up and went to his father. But while he was still a long 
way off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion for him; 
he ran to his son, threw his arms around him and kissed him. The 
son said to him, 'Father, I have sinned against heaven and against 
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you. I am no longer worthy to be called your son. ’ But the father 
said to his servants, ‘Quick! Bring the best robe and put it on him. 
Put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. Bring the fattened 
calf and kill it. Let’s have a feast and celebrate. For this son of 
mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found. ’ So they 
began to celebrate. Meanwhile, the older son was in the field. When 
he came near the house, he heard music and dancing. So he called 
one of the servants and asked him what was going on. ‘Your brother 
has come, ’ he replied, ‘and your father has killed the fattened calf 
because he has him back safe and sound. ’ The older brother became 
angry and refused to go in. So his father went out and pleaded with 
him. But he answered his father, ‘Look! All these years I’ve been 
slaving for you and never disobeyed your orders. Yet you never gave 
me even a young goat so 1 could celebrate with my friends. But when 
this son of yours who has squandered your property with prostitutes 
comes home, you kill the fattened calffor him! ’ ‘My son, ’ the father 
said, ‘you are always with me, and everything I have is yours. But 
we had to celebrate and be glad, because this brother of yours was 
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dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found. ’ 
(Luke 15:1-3, 11-32) 

The Prodigal One of the most consistent theses in the writings 
of the famous British historian, Christopher Dawson, is that religion 
is basic to the culture of man, and surely even a cursory familiarity 
with world history would indicate that this is the case. This in turn 
suggests that a society’s image of God is pivotal to how that society 
functions, how it treats its citizens and how its culture develops. My 
suspicion is that by and large, the image of God in human culture is 
not of one who is predominantly loving, let alone loving of the sinner 
— and the sinner is typical man. Religious man typically feels 
himself to be out of sorts with the Numinous. He therefore views the 
holy God as menacing. He is consequently at pains to placate the 
gods. He does not draw near to them out of love and affection but in 
order to alleviate his predicament. All this throws into relief the 
novelty of divine revelation, and in particular the revelation brought 
by Jesus Christ. God is different from what man tends to expect. 
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Surprise of surprises! God draws near with love and affection to 
sinful man and invites him into his company. How do we know this? 
We know this because this is what Jesus Christ did, and Jesus Christ 
is God, God the Son become man. In our Gospel passage today we 
have our Lord’s famous short story of the father who is so prodigal 
with his love for his wayward younger son. The setting of the story 
shows that it is all about God and the image we are to have of him. 
We read that “the publicans and sinners drew near to Jesus to hear 
him, and the Pharisees and scribes complained, saying ‘This man 
welcomes sinners and eats with them. ’ So he told them this parable ” 
(Luke 15:1-3, 11-32). That is to say, the parable was an explanation 
of why our Lord was welcoming sinners and eating with them. The 
Pharisees implied by their complaint that this is not what God would 
do! To show affection for the sinner is, they thought, to accept his 
sin. 


So our Lord told his story about the father who gave his son 


so much and then warmly welcomed him back when he returned to 
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him repentant. Our Lord is like the father of the Prodigal Son — 
which means he is like the Father in heaven. The father of the 
Prodigal loved all. He loved both his sons, including the angry elder 
son who, at the end, refused to go into his father’s house. He loved 
his younger son prodigally and at his request gave him his 
inheritance. Despite the affront of leaving his father’s house and 
spending all, his father showered him with welcome and love when 
he returned. He did not approve of the sin he had committed — it 
would be absurd to interpret the story in that fashion — but he loved 
the son who had committed the sin. That is what God is like. He 
loves every sinner and longingly awaits his repentant return to his 
Father’s love. So earnest is God in his intent to regain the love of his 
sinful children, that he sent his only-begotten Son to die for sinful 
man. Our Lord in his public ministry is very different from the 
typical religious professional of his people and his day. Typically 
they separated from the company of sinners and, we might say, 
excommunicated them from their presence. Our Lord went out to 
them and they, despite his manifest and high holiness, drew near to 
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him with affection. Let it be observed that we are speaking here of 
those who knew they were sinners and who at least vaguely wished 
to be delivered from their sinful condition. They sensed that in 
Christ lay their salvation. They were like the publican in our Lord’s 
story of the Pharisee and the Publican praying in the Temple. There 
were other sinners who did not recognize themselves as such, and 
saw no need for them to draw near to Jesus. They lacked a sense of 
their own sin and any desire to repent. I am speaking of the scribes 
and the Pharisees who constantly complained. They were like the 
elder son who at the end did not re-enter his Father’s house. He 
stayed outside. 

Let us not make any mistake, though, about our Lord’s real 
intention. He did not come simply to show benevolence towards 
sinners. He came to call sinners — which means all — to 
repentance. He came to take away the sin of the world. He came 
that all might have life, life in abundance. That life is holiness in 
Christ, putting away sin and earnestly doing the will of God in 
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everything. Let us draw near to Jesus so as to receive from him the 
grace to live a truly holy life in him. 


■<b»©®dv 





473 


Third Sunday of Lent 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 25 (24): 15-16 My eyes are always on 
the Lord, for he rescues my feet from the snare. Turn to me and have 
mercy on me, for I am alone and poor. 

Or: Cf. Ez 36: 23-26 When I prove my holiness among you, I 
will gather you from all the foreign lands; and I will pour clean water 
upon you and cleanse you from all your impurities, and I will give 
you a new spirit, says the Lord. 

Collect O God, author of every mercy and of all goodness, who in 
fasting, prayer and almsgiving have shown us a remedy for sin, look 
graciously on this confession of our lowliness, that we, who are 
bowed down by our conscience, may always be lifted up by your 
mercy. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 


ever. 
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Scripture today : Exodus 17:3-7; Psalm 95:1-2, 6-9; 

Romans 5:1-2, 5-8; John 4:5-42 

So Jesus came to a town in Samaria called Sychar, near the plot of 
ground Jacob had given to his son Joseph. Jacob’s well was there, 
and Jesus, tired as he was from the journey, sat down by the well. It 
was about the sixth hour. When a Samaritan woman came to draw 
water, Jesus said to her, Will you give me a drink? (His disciples had 
gone into the town to buy food.) The Samaritan woman said to him, 
You are a Jew and 1 am a Samaritan woman. How can you ask me 
for a drink? (For Jews do not associate with Samaritans.) Jesus 
answered her, If you knew the gift of God and who it is that asks you 
for a drink, you would have asked him and he would have given you 
living water. Sir, the woman said, you have nothing to draw with 
and the well is deep. Where can you get this living water? Are you 
greater than our father Jacob, who gave us the well and drank from 
it himself, as did also his sons and his flocks and herds? Jesus 
answered, Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again, but 
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whoever drinks the water I give him will never thirst. Indeed, the 
water I give him will become in him a spring of water welling up to 
eternal life. The woman said to him, Sir, give me this water so that I 
won’t get thirsty and have to keep coming here to draw water. He 
told her, Go, call your husband and come back. I have no husband, 
she replied. Jesus said to her, You are right when you say you have 
no husband. The fact is, you have had five husbands, and the man 
you now have is not your husband. What you have just said is quite 
true. Sir, the woman said, I can see that you are a prophet. Our 
fathers worshipped on this mountain, but you Jews claim that the 
place where we must worship is in Jerusalem. Jesus declared, 
Believe me, woman, a time is coming when you will worship the 
Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. You Samaritans 
worship what you do not know; we worship what we do know, for 
salvation is from the Jews. Yet a time is coming and has now come 
when the true worshippers will worship the Father in spirit and 
truth, for they are the kind of worshippers the Father seeks. God is 
spirit, and his worshippers must worship in spirit and in truth. The 
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woman said, I know that Messiah (called Christ) is coming. When he 
comes, he will explain everything to us. Then Jesus declared, I who 
speak to you am he. Just then his disciples returned and were 
surprised to find him talking with a woman. But no-one asked, What 
do you want? or Why are you talking with her? Then, leaving her 
water jar, the woman went back to the town and scdcl to the people, 
Come, see a man who told me everything / ever did. Could this be 
the Christ? They came out of the town and made their way towards 
him. Meanwhile his disciples urged him, Rabbi, eat something. But 
he scud to them, I have food to eat that you know nothing about. 
Then his disciples said to each other, Could someone have brought 
him food? My food, said Jesus, is to do the will of him who sent me 
and to finish his work. Do you not say, ‘Four months more and then 
the harvest’? I tell you, open your eyes and look at the fields! They 
are ripe for harvest. Even now the reaper draws his wages, even 
now he harvests the crop for eternal life, so that the sower and the 
reaper may be glad together. Thus the saying 'One sows and 
another reaps ’ is true. I sent you to reap what you have not worked 
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for. Others have done the hard work, and you have reaped the 
benefits of their labour. Many of the Samaritans from that town 
believed in him because of the woman’s testimony, He told me 
everything 1 ever did. So when the Samaritans came to him, they 
urged him to stay with them, and he stayed two days. And because of 
his words many more became believers. They scud to the woman, We 
no longer believe just because of what you said; now we have heard 
for ourselves, and we know that this man recdly is the Saviour of the 
world. (John 4:5-42) 

The Gift of Baptism To say the least, our Gospel scene is very 
intriguing. Here is our Lord, weary from his intense ministry, resting 
by Jacob’s well at Sychar in Samaria. Let us imagine him resting on 
the well itself, or perhaps seated on the ground with his back against 
the well, or alternatively seated on a rock nearby. There he is, 
resting. The text does not explicitly say he was alone and that cdl of 
his disciples had gone into the town to buy food - even though this 
may have been the case. After all, they were surprised to see he had 
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been talking with a woman. But at least John may have been with 
him because the report of the conversation that ensued is given to us 
in John’s Gospel. If John was there, it was evidently so striking to 
John that he never forgot it. So, along comes a Samaritan woman 
who silently proceeds to draw water from the well, and she hears our 
Lord’s simple, initial request to give him some water to drink. Then 
there follows a conversation in which our Lord tells the woman in 
fairly quick sequence that he has an extraordinary blessing to offer. 
It will endow with eternal life all who receive it. What he tells her 
about herself indicates to her that he is a true prophet. To this 
Samaritan woman, this seeming nobody, this woman with hardly an 
excellent reputation, this foreigner and heretic, to her Jesus simply 
and within the course of a single conversation, reveals the mighty 
secret of who he is. She went on to believe and many in her town 
believed that Jesus was the Messiah, the Saviour not only of God’s 
chosen people but of the world. Our Gospel passage today in the 
first instance presents us with our Lord’s own claim to be the 
Messiah and the Saviour, and it gives us the wonderful example of 
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many Samaritans who, having seen and heard our Lord for 
themselves, rapidly came to a firm and enlightened faith in him (John 
4:5-15, 19b-26, 39a, 40-42). Jesus is the one and only Saviour of the 
world. Just as the woman at the well brought news of Jesus to her 
own people, so too is every Christian called to bring the person of the 
Saviour to all in his own world. Christ spoke to this woman. He 
speaks to us through the testimony of his Church and he speaks to us 
in our own hearts. He favours each of us with a personal call. That 
call is to believe in him and his word as it is proclaimed by the 
Church, and to bring him and his word to others. 

But now, let us consider what our Lord says that he, as the 
Messiah and Saviour, has to offer. “ Everyone who drinks this water 
will be thirsty again; but whoever drinks the water I shall give will 
never thirst; the water / shall give will become in him a spring of 
water welling up to eternal life. ,, Our Lord is referring to the gift of 
the Holy Spirit whom he would give to the one who comes to him 
and asks. We are reminded of the testimony of John the Baptist at 
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the beginning of our Lord’s public ministry. While he, John, 
baptized with water, Jesus the Messiah would baptize with the Holy 
Spirit. This gift of the Spirit of God would be like a spring of water 
within, bubbling and gushing with eternal life. The woman had 
come to the well to draw water so as to slake physical thirst and to 
nourish this mortal life. There is another kind of well available to all. 
That well would be within each person. The one who had this 
interior well would be able to draw from it a water that sustains an 
eternal life. What a gift! The Saviour offers it. How does it come to 
a person? Firstly, there must be faith in Jesus. As our Lord says in 
his conversation with the Samaritan woman, “If you knew the gift of 
God and who is saying to you, ‘Give me a drink, ’ you would have 
asked him and he would have given you living water.’’'’ Christ abides 
in his body the Church, and we must come to him there with faith 
and ask for this great gift. It is given to us at our baptism. For this 
reason, faith and baptism are the foundations of the Christian life. 
The Church teaches that at our baptism original sin is taken away, 
together with all personal sins committed to that point and all the 
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punishment due to sin up to that point. The one baptized is made a 
participant in the divine life of the Holy Trinity. He is incorporated 
into Christ and into his Church. Baptism gives one a share in 
Christ’s priesthood and bestows the gifts of the Holy Spirit and binds 
the person to Christ forever. The person becomes, as St Paul writes, 
a new creature, holy in Christ and empowered by grace to become 
holier still. What a tragedy if, through spiritual neglect and 
unrepented sin, these stunning blessings come to nothing! 

Let us place ourselves in the company of Jesus as he quietly 
reveals himself and his gifts to this wayward Samaritan woman. Let 
us gaze on him with love and wonder. He, Jesus, is the Christ, the 
one and only Saviour of the world, the Lamb of God who takes away 
its sin and who baptizes in the Holy Spirit all who come to him in 
faith. At our baptism we receive this gift of the Spirit of God who, 
from within, offers us unceasingly the gift of life eternal. Let us 
guard and cherish our faith in Jesus and let us rejoice in our baptism 
from which come constantly so many blessings. 



482 


Further reading: The Catechism of the Catholic Church , no. 1262- 
1274 (Christ and baptism) 
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Monday of the Third Week of Lent 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 84 (83): 3 My soul is longing and yearning 
for the courts of the Lord. My heart and my flesh cry out to the living 
God. 

Collect May your unfailing compassion, O Lord, cleanse and 
protect your Church, and, since without you she cannot stand secure, 
may she be always governed by your grace. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 2 Kings 5:l-15ab; Psalm 42:2, 3; 43:3, 4; 

Luke 4:24-30 

/ tell you the truth, Jesus continued, no prophet is accepted in his 
home town. I assure you that there were many widows in Israel in 
Elijah’s time, when the sky was shut for three and a half years and 
there was a severe famine throughout the land. Yet Elijah was not 
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sent to any of them, but to a widow in Zarephath in the region of 
Sidon. And there were many in Israel with leprosy in the time of 
Elisha the prophet, yet not one of them was cleansed- only Naaman 
the Syrian. All the people in the synagogue were furious when they 
heard this. They got up, drove him out of the town, and took him to 
the brow of the hill on which the town was built, in order to throw 
him down the cliff. But he walked right through the crowd and went 
on his way. (Luke 4:24-30) 

Bearing Witness I could imagine some agnostic readers of the 
Gospels thinking that Christ ought to have been more savvy in the 
way he put things, which is to say in the way he bore witness. It 
evoked, they might think, a pattern of rejection. Look at what 
happened when he returned to his own town and proceeded to speak 
plainly about their likely rejection of him! He aroused their anger and 
they violently tried to do away with him. There have been various 
authors and commentators on Christ and the Gospels who have seen 
in him little more than a failed preacher who was unable to get the 
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people behind him. But if we start with the true premise, which is 
that this man Jesus was the very Son of God, then of course he could 
make no mistakes about the proper course to take in his mission. He 
is the Light of the world. He himself said that he always did what 
pleased the Father, and the Father himself said that he was his own 
beloved Son in whom he was well pleased. It was, then, the will of 
his heavenly Father that he return to his own townspeople and give to 
them the opportunity of hearing from him that he, their townsman, 
was the Messiah. Undoubtedly he foresaw his rejection by them, just 
as he foresaw his ultimate rejection by the leaders of the people, and 
by so many of the people themselves. Let us take another Gospel 
scene, narrated in the Gospel of St John (ch.6), when our Lord 
announced his doctrine of the Eucharist. In the synagogue of 
Caphamaum our Lord told all who were gathered there that they 
must eat his flesh and drink his blood if they were to live, and if they 
did not do this they would die. Eternal life would come from eating 
his flesh and drinking his blood. He meant what he said literally, and 
even in the face of abandonment of him by very many of his 
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disciples, he did not withdraw from his doctrine. He did not even 
explain that while he meant this teaching literally, he would effect it 
sacramentally. That is to say, he did not tell them that he would 
literally give his flesh to eat and his blood to drink — but under the 
appearances of bread and wine. Perhaps he could see that if he told 
them this they would think that what he had said was only symbolic. 
He bore witness plainly and underwent rejection. 

We do notice, of course, that in respect to the truth about his 
very own person, he made his revelation only gradually. But the 
time came when the revelation had to be made plainly, and again it 
aroused opposition. We read in the Gospel of St John that our Lord 
absolutely shocked the scribes and Pharisees when, on his own 
authority and without hesitation, he forgave the sins of certain 
persons. He stated on another occasion that he was the Lord of the 
Sabbath. When doing works of healing on the Sabbath he said to 
them that inasmuch as his own Father was always working, he, then, 
also worked — implying, they could see, that he was equal to God. 
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For this they picked up stones to stone him with. It was a replication 
of what had happened at Nazareth in our Gospel scene today (Luke 
4:24-30). Finally he allowed himself to be betrayed into the hands of 
the leaders of the people, and before them bore witness to his person. 
There he was formally and under oath asked by the highest religious 
authority if he were the Son of the living God. Yes, he said, and they 
would see him coming on the clouds of heaven seated at the right 
hand of the Almighty. He knew his testimony would be rejected — 
not by all but by the powerful and by the majority — and yet he 
proceeded to give his witness. It was the story of his entire ministry. 
So what was the use of it? Our Lord came unto his own, St John 
writes in his Prologue, and his own received him not. But to all who 
did receive him he gave the power to become children of God, 
sharers in his divine life, citizens of the Kingdom and members of his 
family the Church. For this had he come into the world, he told 
Pontius Pilate, in order to bear witness to the truth, and those who are 
of the truth listen to his voice. The crowning point of our Lord’s 
mission is that the very rejection of his witness to the truth had its 
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part in the Redemption. He redeemed the world precisely by his 
Passion and Death which issued from the rejection of him and his 
revelation. That is to say, in the plan of God the rejection of Christ 
and of his witness was in no way a practical miscalculation by our 
Lord himself, a failure in being properly savvy and street-wise, but 
part and parcel of his work of redeeming the world. He saw things as 
they were with a grasp far beyond ordinary human perception. 

The Christian too is called to follow in the footsteps of the 
Master. He is called to bear witness to the truth of Jesus and his 
doctrine despite reversals and rejection of various kinds and degrees. 
Christ’s apparent failure, as shown in today’s Gospel scene 
portraying his rejection by his own townspeople of Nazareth, shows 
that suffering and the cross is now the royal road to victory, provided 
it is traversed in union with and under the guidance of Jesus our 
Lord. 
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Tuesday of the Third Week of Lent 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 17 (16): 6, 8 To you I call, for you will 
surely heed me, O God; turn your ear to me; hear my words. Guard 
me as the apple of your eye; in the shadow of your wings protect me. 

Collect May your grace not forsake us, O Lord, we pray, but make 
us dedicated to your holy service and at all times obtain for us your 
help. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns 
with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Daniel 3:25, 34-43: Ps. 25:4-9; Matthew 18:21-35 

Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, Lord, how many times shall / 
forgive my brother when he sins against me? Up to seven times? 
Jesus answered, l tell you, not seven times, but seventy-seven times. 
Therefore, the kingdom of heaven is like a king who wanted to settle 
accounts with his serx’ants. As he began the settlement, a man who 
owed him ten thousand talents was brought to him. Since he was not 
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able to pay, the master ordered that he and his wife and his children 
and all that he had be sold to repay the debt. The servant fell on his 
knees before him. ‘Be patient with me, ’ he begged, ‘and I will pay 
back everything. ’ The servant’s master took pity on him, cancelled 
the debt and let him go. But when that serx’ant went out, he found 
one of his fellow- servants who owed him a hundred denarii. He 
grabbed him and began to choke him. ‘Pay back what you owe me! ’ 
he demanded. His fellow- servant fell to his knees and begged him, 
'Be patient with me, and I will pay you back. ’ But he refused. 
Instead, he went off and had the man thrown into prison until he 
could pay the debt. When the other seri’ants saw what had 
happened, they were greatly distressed and went and told their 
master everything that had happened. Then the master called the 
servant in. ‘You wicked servant, ’ he said, 7 cancelled all that debt 
of yours because you begged me to. Shouldn ’t you have had mercy 
on your fellow- servant just as I had on you?’ In anger his master 
turned him over to the jailers to be tortured, until he should pay back 
cdl he owed. This is how my heavenly Father will treat each of you 
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unless you forgive your brother from your heart. 
(Matthew 18:21-35) 

Forgiveness I remember that when the Berlin wall fell and the 
communist regimes of Eastern Europe and Russia crumbled there 
was a great optimism that a new era of peace would emerge. Such 
broad hopes proved elusive. Communism did not disappear 
(consider China, North Korea and Vietnam today). Out of the blue 
came Islamic terrorism, and the intractable problems of the Middle 
East greatly intensified. Oh, peace on earth! Peace in individual 
societies (consider many of the countries of Africa!), peace in 
families and peace in the hearts of individuals! What is the key to it? 
This is a vast question but one thing should be clear to ordinary 
reflection. Peace is impossible without the readiness to forgive and 
this is among the hardest of things to do. I am sure that as the years 
go by and middle age arrives and passes, many people have a very 
hard time secretly coping with memories of wounds and injustices. I 
remember watching a documentary on television about several 
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people who had been through the Holocaust in World War II. 
Because of old age and dementia, they were now locked in their past 
memories. Their suffering was acute because all they could do was 
live in the memory of their terrible past, and those past injustices had 
not been forgiven. Because of their mental condition it was very 
difficult for health professionals to gain access to their mental world, 
and so to assist them. It is very possible to go right through life 
never forgiving a wrong done. While this refusal to forgive does 
nothing to even up scores with the perpetrator of the wrong, it brings 
ongoing suffering to the one wronged. Ordinary reflection and 
reason make it clear that a fundamental component of peace in 
individual life and in the world is heartfelt forgiveness. While this is 
a frequent teaching of religious authorities, one can easily imagine 
that a religious agnostic or even atheist could say the same thing. 
Ordinary human reflection makes it plain that the refusal to forgive 
does nothing to solve injuries but only compounds them. 
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Of course, perhaps this point is more easily seen by the one 
who accepts Christ’s teaching as the revelation of God. The light of 
Christ enables the reason of man to function with greater clarity. Our 
Lord’s word on this matter is crystal clear: Peter came to Jesus and 
said, “Lord, if my brother offends me, now often am I to forgive him ? 
Seven times? Jesus said to him, “I tell you, not seven times but 
seventy times seven times .” Then he tells his parable, concluding with 
the stark words, “ His master being angry, delivered him to the 
torturers until he paid all the debt. So also shall my heavenly Father 
do to you, if you do not every one of you forgive your brother from 
your heart ” (Matthew 18:21-35). The danger for the Christian is to 
keep putting off the work of forgiveness, for it requires great 
renunciation. It is, though, the clear will of God and of Christ. A 
follower of Christ cannot be pleasing to his Lord if he knowingly 
hangs on to grudges and to a refusal to forgive. If he finds it 
“impossible” (as he might say) to forgive, then he must work at it 
and seek to find his way through the impasse. What are some of the 
things that can help him? Firstly, as I said, the constant awareness 
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that God wants him to do so provides a very great incentive. 
Secondly, the awareness that he himself has offended God far the 
more. In our Lord’s parable, the wicked servant forgot all that he 
had been forgiven. Having been let off an enormous debt, he went 
out and persecuted someone who owed him what was, by 
comparison, paltry. So we ought have a constant sense of our own 
sinfulness and of how we have offended God. He has forgiven us, so 
we should do the same to others. Just as sin afflicts each of us, so it 
afflicts those who have injured us. The thought of this common 
spiritual affliction can lead us to be more accepting of the sinful 
mistakes of others. It can also help us to bear the opposition, the 
thoughtlessness, and the injustices (as we view them) inflicted on us 
by good people. We are all sufferers of the common affliction which 
is sin. God loves and wishes to forgive me. I ought also want to 
forgive others. 

In the Old Testament we read, “Vengeance is mine, says the 
Lord.” Our common Liberator is Christ, so let us look to him. The 
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fundamental inspiration for the Christian is love for Christ and this 
love leads him to work at the most difficult things, appealing to 
Christ for the gift of his grace to do so. Among the very difficult 
things in life is forgiveness of injury done — not just “seven times 
but seventy times seven times." Let us never give up on forgiveness 
but work at it till the victory comes. Christ is our love and our 
source of divine help. So then, now I begin! 

-- 
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Wednesday of the Third Week of Lent 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 119 (118): 133 Let my steps be guided 
by your promise; may evil never rule me. 

Collect Grant, we pray, O Lord, that, schooled through Lenten 
observance and nourished by your word, through holy restraint we 
may be devoted to you with all our heart and be ever united in 
prayer. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. 

Scripture today : Deuteronomy 4:1, 5-9; Ps. 147:12-13,15-16, 19-20; 
Matthew 5:17-19 

Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I 
have not come to abolish them but to fulfil them. I tell you the truth, 
until heaven and earth disappear, not the smallest letter, not the least 
stroke of a pen, will by any means disappear from the Law until 
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everything is accomplished. Anyone who breaks one of the least of 
these commandments and teaches others to do the same will be 
ccdled least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever practises and 
teaches these commands will be called great in the kingdom of 
heaven. (Matthew 5:17 19) 

Obedience There are and have been many notions and definitions 
of religion. The religion of Buddha places the search for and 
attainment of Nirvana, or enlightenment, at its heart. I remember 
very well attending a lecture at the University of Sydney given by a 
Zoroastrian scholar. He was of the opinion that religion is basically a 
technology, which is to say a series of steps enabling a person to gain 
some benefit. A case could be made for understanding the traditional 
Aboriginal religion of Australia as a means of making present and 
renewing the activity of the original creative beings: so as to derive 
certain benefits from the ritual. Well now, what of Christianity? It 
would be hazardous proposing a definition that purports to 
encompass the whole of the Christian religion, but certain things are 
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of its essence. In the nineteenth century, John Henry Newman (now 
beatified) in one of his writings stated that authority and obedience 
are of the essence of religion. He was speaking primarily of revealed 
religion and, in particular, the religion revealed by Christ. In 
insisting on authority and obedience he was resisting the notion that 
religion is based primarily on one’s private judgment, but his point is 
valid beyond that particular issue. We accept in faith what God has 
revealed on the authority of God himself, and we live this out in a 
spirit of loving obedience. God’s love for us is expressed in his 
exercise of saving authority and power, and our love for him is 
expressed in our obedience to his will. What does our Lord say in 
our Gospel text today? He speaks of the irreplaceable importance of 
obedience to the authority of God commanding: “ So the one who 
breaks the least commandment and teaches men to do the same will 
be counted least in the kingdom of heaven. But the one who observes 
and teaches them will be called great in the kingdom of heaven .” 
(Matthew 5:17-19) Whatever else we may do in the life of religion, if 
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we do not obey God’s commandments we shall be counted least in 
the kingdom of heaven. 

In all this our Lord is the model. On one occasion he said to 
his disciples that his food was to do the will of his heavenly Father. 
In the Prayer which he taught his disciples, we are instructed to pray 
that the will of our heavenly Father will be done here on earth just as 
it is done in heaven. In the first instance, of course, “here on earth” 
means each of us — we are to pray that it will be granted to us to do 
the will of God always. Our Lord told his audience on one occasion 
that he himself always did what pleased his heavenly Father. That is 
to say, at no point and in no way did he ever do what was not his 
Father’s will. During his agony in the Garden he prayed that the cup 
he was soon to drink be taken away from him — but “not as I will, 
but as you will.” Our Lord was once asked what was the greatest 
commandment of the Law. He said that it was to love God with all 
one’s heart and the second was like it, to love one’s neighbour as 
oneself. But this command to love was precisely that — it was a 
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command. It was not just an invitation, a counsel, a divine 
preference. It is God’s command that we love him with all our 
strength, and being religious means obeying that command. The 
Church has always summarized Christian perfection in terms of the 
perfect fulfilment of the will of God as it is expressed in our daily 
duties. We must strive to obey God’s will to perfection in all its 
daily detail, and we do this willingly and out of love for the One who 
is our Father. We do so in union with his Son our Lord, and by the 
grace of the Holy Spirit. Obedience to the divine will is of the 
essence of revealed religion and the love that distinguishes the 
Christian religion is expressed, safeguarded and nourished by that 
obedience. As our Lord said, if you love me you will keep my 
commandments. It is impossible to love God and to be lacking in 
obedience to him. In this sense Newman is absolutely right: 
authority and obedience are of the essence of revealed religion. 

This is what marked our Lord’s own practice, and it 
distinguishes the practice of the Christian saint. Do you want to love 
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God during the course of your life? Yes? Well then, resolve to live in 
obedience to his commands. A direct flow on from that is to 
recognize in his Church the presence of his authority. He has 
endowed his Church with his authority to guide and teach in his 
name. I give to you the keys of the Kingdom of heaven, he told Peter. 
Whatever you bind on earth will be considered bound in heaven. 
There is no escaping it, the recognition of God’s authority and 
obedience to it is of the essence of the spirit of Christianity. 
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Thursday of the Third Week of Lent 

Entrance Antiphon I am the salvation of the people, says the Lord. 
Should they cry to me in any distress, I will hear them, and I will be 
their Lord for ever. 

Collect We implore your majesty most humbly, O Lord, that, as the 
feast of our salvation draws ever closer, so we may press forward all 
the more eagerly towards the worthy celebration of the Paschal 
Mystery. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. 

Scripture today : Jeremiah 7:23-28; Psalm 95:1-2, 6-9; 

Luke 11:14-23 

Jesus was driving out a demon that was mute. When the demon left, 
the man who had been mute spoke, and the crowd was amazed. But 
some of them said, By Beelzebub, the prince of demons, he is driving 
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out demons. Others tested him by asking for a sign from heaven. 
Jesus knew their thoughts and said to them: Any kingdom divided 
against itself will be ruined, and a house divided against itself will 
fall. If Satan is divided against himself how can his kingdom stand? 
I say this because you claim that I drive out demons by Beelzebub. 
Now if I drive out demons by Beelzebub, by whom do your followers 
drive them out? So then, they will be your judges. But if I drive out 
demons by the finger of God, then the kingdom of God has come to 
you. When a strong man, fully armed, guards his own house, his 
possessions are safe. But when someone stronger attacks and 
overpowers him, he takes away the armour in which the man trusted 
and divides up the spoils. He who is not with me is against me, and 
he who does not gather with me, scatters. (Luke 11:14 23) 

The Trinity One of the great classics of Christian spirituality is 
The Imitation of Christ by Thomas a Kempis. It consists of 
numerous maxims set forth in chapters according to topic. They are 
powerful sayings that encapsulate various aspects of the following of 
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Christ, and the book has gained a high sanction of the Church. There 
are other books written in a similar style and structure, in different 
eras of the Church’s history. For instance, St Josemaria Escriva 
(1902-1975) wrote three books of spirituality having a similar 
format, the most famous of them being The Way. They consist of 
maxims of varying lengths — sayings, we might call them. Now, 
whole sections of the Gospels also consist of sayings of Christ 
connected together within and by means of the narrative of his public 
ministry. Perhaps he repeated many of them often to his disciples 
and perhaps — who knows! — like a good teacher he got them to 
repeat them back to him. In this way they may have been 
memorized. Whatever of that speculation, our Gospel passage today 
contains in its first saying consoling teaching about prayer and trust 
in the Holy Trinity. There we have Jesus the Son of God instructing 
his disciples on prayer. He exhorts them to pray to their Father in 
heaven and to pray with the utmost confidence. If any one of them 
were to ask his own father for a favour, would not his father do it for 
them? How much more will the heavenly Father readily do the 
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greatest of favours. And what is that? It is to give to his children the 
gift of the Holy Spirit to those who ask him. So in his teaching on 
prayer our Lord brings before us the Father, the Son and the Holy 
Spirit. The Son is instructing us on prayer. The Father will answer 
our prayers. The Holy Spirit is the gift par excellence of God. Let us 
then take our cue from Jesus our Lord and turn confidently to our 
Father in heaven for all our needs. Our greatest need is for the Holy 
Spirit to come and abide with us, giving us his gifts and blessings. 
Indeed, the more filled we are with the Holy Spirit, the more shall we 
know what to ask for. 

In our Gospel text, our Lord’s next teaching is different in its 
object but once again trust in the Holy Trinity is a central feature. It 
is occasioned by a malicious insinuation that he is driving out the 
devils by working in concert with Satan, their master. His power 
comes from being in league with the chief of the demons — and we 
can imagine this gratuitous assertion being made slyly and 
knowingly, with slow and deliberate unction as if coming from those 
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with insight. Our Lord effortlessly showed the absurdity of this 
suggested strategy. Satan would be destroying his own strongholds 
were he to have Christ as his partner, vigorously and totally undoing 
his work. No, it is by the finger of God that he was casting out devils 
and not at all by the power of Satan. The finger of God? Probably 
“the finger of God” is the Holy Spirit for it was by the power of the 
Holy Spirit that Christ did his work. His greatest work, that of 
offering himself as a Victim on the Cross, he did by the power of the 
Holy Spirit — so we are informed by the Letter to the Hebrews. So 
once again we have Christ, the Holy Spirit, and God the Father. 
Christ is establishing the Kingdom of his Father and doing so by the 
power of the Holy Spirit. He is driving out Satan and destroying his 
holdings. Moreover, Christ warns that his strength is invincible. 
“But if a stronger than he conies on the scene and overcomes him he 
will take away all his armour wherein he relied, and will distribute 
his spoils. He who is not with me is against me; he that gathers not 
with me, scatters ” (Luke 11:14-23). In the first saying Christ exhorts 
his disciples to have full confidence in the Father in heaven when 
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they are at prayer: if we who are evil can do good to others, how 
much more will our Father in heaven do the greatest good to us! In 
the second teaching of the passage, our Lord exhorts his disciples to 
have confidence in himself. He is the strong one and to gather with 
him is to be safe. In both teachings the Holy Spirit is very much at 
work. 


Let us place our full confidence in the Holy Trinity, Father, 
Son and Holy Spirit. Let us pray to the Father for all our needs, but 
most especially for our greatest need, the gift of the Holy Spirit and 
his grace. Let us gather with Christ who is our strong and invincible 
redeemer. He casts out Satan and protects all who take their shelter 
in him. We have nothing to fear if we live in the grace of the most 
holy Trinity, one God in three divine persons. 
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Friday of the Third Week of Lent 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 86 (85): 8, 10 Among the gods there is none 
like you, O Lord, for you are great and do marvellous deeds; you 
alone are God. 

Collect Pour your grace into our hearts, we pray, O Lord, that we 
may be constantly drawn away from unruly desires and obey by your 
own gift the heavenly teaching you give us. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Prayer over the Offerings 
Look with favour, we pray, Lord, on the offerings we dedicate, that 
they may be pleasing in your sight and always be salutary for us. 
Through Christ our Lord. 

Scripture today : Hosea 14:2-10; Psalm 81:6c-llab, 14 and 17; 


Mark 12:28-34 
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One of the teachers of the law came and heard them debating. 
Noticing that Jesus had given them a good answer, he asked him, Of 
cdl the commandments, which is the most important? The most 
important one, answered Jesus, is this: ‘Hear, O Israel, the Lord our 
God, the Lord is one. Love the Lord your God with cdl your heart 
and with cdl your soul and with cdl your mind and with cdl your 
strength. ’ The second is this: ‘Love your neighbour as yourself. ’ 
There is no commandment greater than these. Well said, teacher, the 
man replied. You are right in saying that God is one and there is no 
other but him. To love him with cdl your heart, with cdl your 
understanding and with cdl your strength, and to love your neighbour 
as yourself is more important than cdl burnt offerings and sacrifices. 
When Jesus saw that he had answered wisely, he said to him, You are 
not far from the kingdom of God. And from then on no-one dared 
ask him any more questions. (Mark 12:28-34) 

The Command to Love Many years back I came across a book, 
which I bought, entitled Giants of God. It consisted of biographies 
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of various great Christian leaders since the Reformation, especially 
in England. They were, in their way, “giants of God” in that they 
loomed large in their religious influence and achieved considerable 
visible results. But the impression given by the very title and by the 
subjects of the chapters was that God’s giants are only persons who 
have unusual talents and great influence over the course of religious 
affairs. Such “giants” might be the likes of Hooker, Andrewes, 
Wesley, or Wilberforce. But our question might be: What of the 
little person of ordinary natural talents and influence — is there any 
sense in which such a person can be a “giant” of God? There most 
certainly is, and our Gospel passage today gives us the key to it. God 
wants all of us to do good work for him, and of course those who are 
endowed with exceptional gifts and capacities have the ability to do 
extraordinary work for him. But consider the first of all the 
commandments. Man is not commanded to do work for God that is 
extraordinary, standing out beyond the ordinary. Rather, the first 
“work” that God wants us to do for him is to love him. He also wants 


us to love our neighbour as ourselves. One of the scribes, seeing 



511 


how well Jesus had answered them, asked him which was the first of 
all the commandments. Jesus answered him, “The first of all the 
commandments is this, ‘Hear, O Israel: the Lord your God is the 
only God. You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with 
your whole soul, with your whole mind and with your whole 
strength .’ This is the first commandment. The second is like it, ‘You 
shall love your neighbour as yourself. ’ There is no other 
commandment greater than these ” (Mark 12:28-34). This, then, is 
what God seeks from us above all — lovel We can love only by the 
help of grace, and when love informs all we do, there is given to all 
our work for God a beauty beyond compare. 

Of course, any love for God will depend on our faith in him 
and his word. Our love will be the expression of our faith in him just 
as it will be the expression of our hope in him. In the Gospel of St 
John the crowds ask our Lord what the work is that God expects of 
them, and our Lord replies that the work of God is to believe in the 


one he has sent. This belief in Jesus is the foundation of our love for 
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him who is the Son of God. So the greatest work we can do in life is 
to believe in Jesus totally and to love him with all our mind, heart, 
soul and strength. In this sense a humble and obscure Carmelite nun 
can be a “giant of God” in the depths of her soul — and that is 
precisely what St Therese of Lisieux was towards the end of the 
nineteenth century in France. It is this spiritual greatness that God is 
seeking, not just in the few but in all of his disciples. The Church 
teaches that all of Christ’s faithful are called to holiness of life and to 
a share in the Church’s mission. By their baptism they are called to 
it, and they are endowed with the gifts of grace that make it possible. 
What is needed is the will to do it and the light to follow the right 
way. Furthermore, this love for God which should be total does not 
operate in a vacuum. It takes flesh in daily work. Love is the driving 
force of our daily work. In this sense the daily work of the Christian 
can sanctify him. His love for Christ, nourished by the word of God 
and by the Sacraments, is expressed in and augmented by, the daily 
work which the providence of God and his vocation in life call him 
to do. The humble tradesman, the ordinary housewife and mother, 
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the office worker, whoever it is from the highest to the lowest, is 
called to sanctify his work by investing it with all the faith, hope and 
especially love of which he is capable. He is to love God with all his 
heart in his daily work, endeavouring to fulfil all the duties of his 
state in life as well as possible out of love. His work might be 
unnoticed by others, but th e faith and love present in it makes of him 
“God’s giant.” 

Let us take to heart Christ’s words about the first of all the 
commandments, which is that we love God with all our heart and our 
neighbour as ourselves. This is the work of life par excellence, and it 
is a work that is to inform all other work we do. God wants us to be 
aiming at perfection, the perfection of love for him and for our 
neighbour. All who have the foundation of faith can with great 
realism aim at this, remembering that it is not just an vague ideal. It 
is God’s command. 
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Saturday of the Third Week of Lent 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 103 (102): 2-3 Bless the Lord, O my soul, 
and never forget all his benefits; it is he who forgives all your sins. 

Collect Rejoicing in this annual celebration of our Lenten 
observance, we pray, O Lord, that, with our hearts set on the paschal 
mysteries, we may be gladdened by their full effects. Through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Hosea 6:1-6; Psalm 50; Luke 18:9-14 

To some who were confident of their own righteousness and looked 
down on everybody else, Jesus told this parable: Two men went up to 
the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. The 
Pharisee stood up and prayed about himself: ‘God, I thank you that I 
am not like other men- robbers, evildoers, adulterers- or even like 
this tax collector. I fast twice a week and give a tenth of all I get. ’ 
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But the tax collector stood at a distance. He would not even look up 
to heaven, but beat his breast and said, ‘God, have mercy on me, a 
sinner. ’ I tell you that this man, rather than the other, went home 
justified before God. For everyone who exalts himself will be 
humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted. 
(Luke 18:9 14) 

True Faith As we think of the sea of activity that marks the life of 
mankind, we think also of the various goals of this human activity. 
Man strives to eat, to clothe and protect himself, to produce works of 
culture and art, and to achieve a host of other worthy things. But his 
greatest goal is surely to establish a right relationship with God. The 
purpose of religion is to be made right with God. If his conscience is 
enlightened as to his own true condition man is aware that he is a 
sinner, which is to say that he does not have this right relationship. 
How, then, is he to be made right with God? God has revealed the 
answer to this question, and in our Gospel passage today our Lord 
tells of the Publican going home in a right relationship with God 
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after his prayer, while the Pharisee does not. Well then, what did the 
Publican do that reconciled him with God and which the Pharisee did 
not do, which in consequence left him unreconciled? Both were 
sinners, the one acknowledging his sinfulness, the other blind to his 
sins. This is the most obvious difference between the two and our 
Lord’s introduction to his parable gives us the indicator as to what 
was behind this difference. He told the parable to those who trusted 
in themselves as being persons just before God. It was not simply a 
question of whether they were just — which, as we know from our 
Lord’s strictures on them elsewhere, they were not — but that they 
“trusted in themselves.” There are others mentioned in the Gospels 
who were just and who trusted entirely in God. The example of this 
par excellence is Mary the mother of Jesus who was “full of grace”. 
The Lord was with her. She was blessed among women. Yet she 
trusted entirely in the Lord and regarded herself as his lowly 
handmaid. Joseph the husband of Mary was eminently just, as was 
Simeon who spoke of the child in the Temple. They trusted not in 
themselves but in the Lord. The Publican of our Lord’s parable was 
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not just, but he acknowledged his sinfulness and trusted in the Lord 
for mercy. This constituted his faith in God and it made him right 
with God. 

The Publican acknowledged his sinfulness before God and all 
he could do was to entrust himself to the God of mercy. In this he is 
the model for sinful man. Mary the mother of the Lord was, as the 
angel Gabriel said, full of grace and the Lord was with her. Still, she 
lived by faith in God and not by any faith in herself. Sinful man, too, 
must trust in God and this he begins to do by acknowledging his sins 
and appealing to God for pardon. The Pharisee was blind to his sins 
and so trusted in himself. He had no faith, for his faith was in 
himself. The faith in God of the Publican saved and justified him, 
and the Pharisee’s faith in himself kept him in his sins. What this 
suggests to us is that for sinful man the lack of a sense of his personal 
sinfulness will lead him to trust in himself. Blind to his sins, he will 
feel no need for God and his salvation. The publicans and the 
sinners came seeking our Lord and longed to be in his company. The 
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scribes and the Pharisees resented our Lord and were filled with 
jealousy at his manifest holiness and authority. They felt no need for 
him for they trusted in themselves as being just. Throughout our 
Lord’s public ministry he sought faith. Do you believe I can do this 
for you ? he kept asking. He required trust in himself, in his word, in 
his teaching, in his love and power. Faith in him was required for 
justification. Before he ascended into heaven, he commanded his 
disciples to go to the whole world and make disciples of all the 
nations. All the nations were to be called to belief, belief in him. 
Faith in him was necessary for salvation. He said to them that the 
one who believes will be saved, and the one who refuses to believe 
will be condemned. If we are to be delivered from our sins and 
endowed with the gift of holiness in Christ, we must be able to 
acknowledge our sins and trust in his grace. In one form or another 
the danger lies in being like the Pharisee. The goal ought be to have 
the faith of the Publican. It will make us right with God. 
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We would do very well to make our life-long prayer that of 
the Publican: “(9 God, be merciful to me a sinnerl ” (Luke 18:9-14) 
That most worthy prayer will cultivate a sense of sin and deepen our 
faith. At the end of every day let us make a sincere examination of 
conscience and then pray to God for mercy, trusting in his goodness 
as we prepare to serve him the next day. If we lack a sense of 
personal sin, then in the depths of our heart more and more we shall 
be trusting in ourselves. 
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Fourth Sunday of Lent 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Is 66: 10-11 Rejoice, Jerusalem, and all 
who love her. Be joyful, all who were in mourning; exult and be 
satisfied at her consoling breast. 

Collect O God, who through your Word reconcile the human race 
to yourself in a wonderful way, grant, we pray, that with prompt 
devotion and eager faith the Christian people may hasten toward the 
solemn celebrations to come. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your 
Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 1 Samuel 16:1.6-7.10-13; Psalm 22; 

Ephesians 5:8-14; John 9:1-41 

As he went along, he saw a man blind from birth. His disciples 
asked him, Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was 
born blind? Neither this man nor his parents sinned, said Jesus, but 
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this happened so that the work of God might be displayed in his life. 
As long as it is day, I must do the work of him who sent me. Night is 
coming, when no-one can work. While I am in the world, / am the 
light of the world. Having said this, he spat on the ground, made 
some mud with the saliva, and put it on the man’s eyes. Go, he told 
him, wash in the Pool of Siloam (this word means Sent). So the man 
went and washed, and came home seeing. His neighbours and those 
who had formerly seen him begging asked, Isn’t this the same man 
who used to sit and beg? Some claimed that he was. Others said, No, 
he only looks like him. But he himself insisted, I am the man. How 
then were your eyes opened? they demanded. He replied, The man 
they ccdl Jesus made some mud and put it on my eyes. He told me to 
go to Siloam and wash. So I went and washed, and then I could see. 
Where is this man? they asked him. I don’t know, he said. They 
brought to the Pharisees the man who had been blind. Now the day 
on which Jesus had made the mud and opened the man’s eyes was a 
Sabbath. Therefore the Pharisees also asked him how he had 
received his sight. He put mud on my eyes, the man replied, and I 
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washed, and now I see. Some of the Pharisees said, This man is not 
from God, for he does not keep the Sabbath. But others asked, How 
can a sinner do such miraculous signs? So they were divided. 
Finally they turned again to the blind man, What have you to say 
about him? It was your eyes he opened. The man replied, He is a 
prophet. The Jews still did not believe that he had been blind and 
had received his sight until they sent for the man’s parents. Is this 
your son? they asked. Is this the one you say was born blind? How is 
it that now he can see? We know he is our son, the parents answered, 
and we know he was born blind. But how he can see now, or who 
opened his eyes, we don’t know. Ask him. He is of age; he will 
speak for himself. His parents said this because they were afraid of 
the Jews, for already the Jews had decided that anyone who 
acknowledged that Jesus was the Christ would be put out of the 
synagogue. That was why his parents said, He is of age; ask him. A 
second time they summoned the man who had been blind. Give glory 
to God, they said. We know this man is a sinner. He replied, 
Whether he is a sinner or not, I don 7 know. One thing I do know. I 
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was blind but now / see! Then they asked him, What did he do to 
you? How did he open your eyes? He answered, I have told you 
already and you did not listen. Why do you want to hear it again ? 
Do you want to become his disciples, too? Then they hurled insults at 
him and said, You are this fellow’s disciple! We are disciples of 
Moses! We know that God spoke to Moses, but as for this fellow, we 
don 7 even know where he comes from. The man answered, Now that 
is remarkable! You don 7 know where he comes from, yet he opened 
my eyes. We know that God does not listen to sinners. He listens to 
the godly man who does his will. Nobody has ever heard of opening 
the eyes of a man born blind. If this man were not from God, he 
could do nothing. To this they replied, You were steeped in sin at 
birth; how dare you lecture us! And they threw him out. Jesus heard 
that they had thrown him out, and when he found him, he said, Do 
you believe in the Son of Man? Who is he, sir? the man asked. Tell 
me so that I may believe in him. Jesus said, You have now seen him; 
in fact, he is the one speaking with you. Then the man said, Lord, I 
believe, and he worshipped him. Jesus said, For judgment I have 



524 


come into this world, so that the blind will see and those who see will 
become blind. Some Pharisees who were with him heard him say 
this and asked, What? Are we blind too? Jesus scad, If you were 
blind, you would not be guilty of sin; but now that you claim you can 
see, your guilt remains. (John 9:1-41) 

The True Light Our Gospel passage today is a long one from the 
Gospel of St John. It is universally appreciated among readers of 
Scripture that in his Gospel, St John understands the miracles of our 
Lord as being “signs.” They reveal who our Lord is, and the nature of 
his mission both then and now in the life of his body the Church. 
The sacraments of the Church are actions of Christ signifying and 
revealing what he is doing now for us who, by faith and baptism, live 
in him. The word and preaching of the Church is the word of Christ 
who continues to speak to us his brothers and sisters. Christ is not a 
past religious teacher who speaks from the grave through written 
documents which have their commentaries and masters — as does, 
say, Mahomet . No, he lives now with us. He is real. He abides in 
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his body the Church. He is God-with-us now. He acts just as much 
now as he did then. What he did then is a sign of what he does now. 
St John was with the Master when he spoke and worked his miracles, 
and during the years of his long life St John pondered the words he 
quotes and the events he narrates. The living person of Jesus now 
risen was at the forefront of his mind and heart all his long and 
apostolic life. I suspect that the events portrayed in his Gospel and 
the words of our Lord as recorded there are those that impressed 
themselves particularly on his loving memory. He may have written 
them down with more and more ample detail as he remembered and 
preached on them. He would have constantly and prayerfully 
returned to his own text as it gradually developed, sensing (like the 
prophets) that both in his recall and in his understanding, he was 
being guided by the Holy Spirit. All he remembered related to the 
great Person who lived now and who was constantly at hand. He 
knew that what he wrote was the word of the living Jesus who was 
the Love of his life. That Love, the living and risen Jesus who had 
showed such special love for him, he communed with as he preached 
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the word and especially as he celebrated the Holy Eucharist and the 
Sacraments. 

All this is to say that as we read our Gospel passage today 
(John 9:1-41), as with any Gospel passage, our sense of the present 
reality of Jesus ought deepen. Very many people think of Jesus as if 
he is a mere thought, an image before them, an historical religious 
figure who had great impact, a memory, an example for us, a sign, 
the source of a body of teaching — all of these and more, but not as a 
living person. Well then, let his words speak to us as coming from 
him now. In our passage today our Lord is questioned about the 
blindness afflicting a person nearby. Whose was the moral fault that 
brought this punishment? Our Lord said that the blindness of the man 
was allowed by God in order that God’s action might be displayed in 
his life. We ought, incidentally, remember those words whenever we 
see any handicapped person. His debility is allowed by God in order 
that God’s work may be done. Time and again I have seen film clips 
showing the extraordinary love and dedication of parents of 
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profoundly handicapped persons. God is at work in and through 
those carers, and the handicapped person is being touched and 
sustained by God through them. They themselves are being made 
more and more like unto God due to their loving dedication. In our 
Gospel scene today the blindness of the man was the occasion for our 
Lord’s teaching about his own unique and absolute status as the 
Light of the world. Present in the Church is this Light that is Christ 
— not just one among many lights, but as the one Light that 
enlightens and is meant to enlighten every man coming into the 
world. Light! What a wonderful figure to explain Christ! I remember 
years ago when I was in Peru, I was coming home on horseback from 
being out celebrating Mass in a village. Darkness fell, and how dark 
it was! I had no light. We need light for our life and far more so for 
our spiritual life. Christ is that Light. He is the Light of the world. 
Without him we are like that blind man prior to his cure by Christ. 

Perhaps it is fair to say that most people in the world have at 
least heard of Christ. They would look on him as a light, a light 
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among many lights, but not the Light. I wonder if even many 
Christians look on Christ as merely a light and not the Light, which 
is to say as but one light among many. As we think of our Lord 
stating categorically that he is the Light of the world and then going 
on to demonstrate this by a sign, let us resolve to live by his light. 
He is the true and living Light of the world. Let us bring it to others. 

-- 
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Monday of the Fourth Week of Lent 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 31 (30): 7-8 As for me, I trust in the 
Lord. Let me be glad and rejoice in your mercy, for you have seen 
my affliction. 

Collect O God, who renew the world through mysteries beyond 
all telling, grant, we pray, that your Church may be guided by your 
eternal design and not be deprived of your help in this present age. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with 
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Isaiah 65:17-21; Psalm 29; John 4:43-54 

After two days Jesus left for Galilee. Jesus himself had pointed out 
that a prophet has no honour in his own country. When he arrived in 
Galilee, the Galileans welcomed him. They had seen cdl that he had 
done in Jerusalem at the Passover Feast, for they also had been 


there. Once more he visited Cana in Gcdilee, where he had turned 
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the water into wine. And there was a certain royal official whose son 
lay sick at Capernaum. When this man heard that Jesus had arrived 
in Galilee from Judea, he went to him and begged him to come and 
heal his son, who was close to death. “Unless you people see 
miraculous signs and wonders, ” Jesus told him, “you will never 
believe. ’’ The royal official said, “Sir, come down before my child 
dies. ” Jesus replied, “You may go. Your son will live. ” The man 
took Jesus at his word and departed. While he was still on the way, 
his serx’cmts met him with the news that his boy was living. When he 
enquired as to the time when his son got better, they said to him, 
“The fever left him yesterday at the seventh hour. ” Then the father 
recdised that this was the exact time at which Jesus had said to him, 
Your son will live. So he and cdl his household believed. This was 
the second miraculous sign that Jesus performed, having come from 
Judea to Galilee. (John 4:43-54) 

The Word of Jesus At times one gets the impression from certain 
commentators on the life of Jesus that his concern was only for the 
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poor and downtrodden, and that he had no time for the rich and those 
of social position. But this was not the case. The blessing which 
was his very person was available to all who had faith. Consider our 
Gospel scene today (John 4: 43-54). The locale is once again “ Cana 
in Galilee, where he had changed die water into wine ” (John 2). On 
that previous occasion at Cana when he worked his first miracle our 
Lord and his disciples, we are told, had been invited to the wedding. 
Imagine our Lord there among the guests during the actual wedding! 
Then following the wedding, there was the wedding feast. In all of 
this, our Lord was mixing with ordinary folk. But now, on this 
second visit to Cana it is a “ royal official whose son lay sick at 
Capernaum'’' who approached him. He may have been an official at 
the court of King Herod — who knows! He is, though, a person of 
social position and probably some wealth. He had the faith to 
believe in the word of Jesus and his request was granted. And what 
do we then see? As a result of the healing of his son at the word of 
Jesus, “he and cdl his household believed." They became believers. 
In view of the fact that John wrote this many years later and 



532 


deliberately included this detail about their faith, let us presume that 
the household of the royal official persevered in their faith in Jesus. 
This official was not the only one of some position. We read that 
one of the women who followed our Lord and ministered to the 
apostolic band was the wife of one of Herod’s stewards. On another 
occasion a centurion, no less, sent a group of Jewish friends to ask 
Jesus to come to heal his servant. Our Lord unhesitatingly got up 
and followed them. On the way he received a message from the 
centurion and then turned around to those with him, saying in 
amazement that nowhere had he found faith like that of this 
centurion. Christ is open to all and wishes to save all by drawing 
them into his friendship. We even find him accepting invitations to 
dine at the homes of his critics, the Pharisees. 

Christ came for all, high and low, rich and poor alike. He 
came to call sinners to repentance, and to offer access to the 
Kingdom of God which was to be found in him. The basic 
prerequisite was faith in his person, a faith manifested by obedience 
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to his teaching. We notice in our passage today that when the royal 
official approached, our Lord’s initial response was, it might appear, 
a little abrupt: “Unless you people see miraculous signs and 
wonders ,” Jesus told him, u you will never believe But perhaps our 
Lord uttered these words with a smile, simply showing that he was 
looking for more than a request for a miracle. He was looking for 
that faith in his person that did not depend on miracles. He knew 
how ephemeral was the attitude of so many who followed him 
because of his miracles. When the test of faith in his word came — 
such as when he unambiguously taught the doctrine of the Holy 
Eucharist at Capernaum — very many of his disciples left him. 
What he said about eating his flesh and drinking his blood was too 
much for them. They had not learnt to believe in his word alone. 
Unless they saw signs and wonders they would not believe. Our 
Lord was looking for more than this from the royal official, and he 
got it. All this is to say that we are all invited to place our faith in the 
person of Jesus and in his word. Our faith in his person is expressed 
and is nourished by our full and hearty acceptance of his teaching. If 
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we do not accept what he says, we do not have faith in his person. 
Well now, where do we hear the word of Christ? We hear it where 
Christ actually abides, and he abides in his body the Church. Christ 
abides in the Church he founded on the Apostles with Peter at their 
head. In every generation he speaks his word in the Church’s 
inspired Book which is the Scriptures, and it is transmitted in the 
Church’s official teaching and preaching and life. Just as the living 
Jesus taught during his public ministry and asked that people place 
their faith in him, so now, in the life and ministry of the Church, he 
asks each of us to have this same faith and acceptance. 

Let us gaze on the person of Jesus in our gospel passage today 
as he speaks to the royal official. He gently challenges the official to 
have genuine faith in him and not to be dependent on mere signs and 
wonders. He asks the official to accept his word on the authority of 
his very person. The same Jesus lives now and asks each of us this 
same faith and acceptance. This we do when we hear and accept the 
word and teaching of his body the Church, uttered in his name. 
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Tuesday of the Fourth Week of Lent 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Is 55: 1 All who are thirsty, come to the 
waters, says the Lord. Though you have no money, come and drink 
with joy. 

Collect May the venerable exercises of holy devotion shape the 
hearts of your faithful, O Lord, to welcome worthily the Paschal 
Mystery and proclaim the praises of your salvation. Through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Ezekiel 47:1-9.12; Psalm 45; John 5:1-16 

Some time later, Jesus went up to Jerusalem for a feast of the Jews. 
Now there is in Jerusalem near the Sheep Gate a pool, which in 
Hebrew is called Bethesda and which is surrounded by five covered 
colonnades. Here a great number of disabled people used to lie — 
the blind, the lame, the paralysed. One who was there had been an 
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invalid for thirty-eight years. When Jesus saw him lying there and 
knew that he had been in this condition for a long time, he asked him, 
Do you want to get well? Sir, the invalid replied, I have no-one to 
help me into the pool when the water is stirred. While 1 am trying to 
get in, someone else goes down ahead of me. Then Jesus said to him, 
Get up! Pick up your mat and wcdk. At once the man was cured; he 
picked up his mat and walked. The day on which this took place was 
a Sabbath, and so the Jews said to the man who had been healed, It 
is the Sabbath; the law forbids you to carry your mat. But he 
replied, The man who made me well said to me, ‘Pick up your mat 
and walk. ’ So they asked him, Who is this fellow who told you to pick 
it up and wcdk? The man who was healed had no idea who it was, for 
Jesus had slipped away into the crowd that was there. Later Jesus 
found him in the temple and said to him, See, you are well again. 
Stop sinning or something worse may happen to you. The man went 
away and told the Jews that it was Jesus who had made him well. 
So, because Jesus was doing these things on the Sabbath, the Jews 


persecuted him. (John 5:1-16) 
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Christ Loves Me! As the Gospels show, our Lord appeared on the 
scene as one conscious of a world-wide mission. This mission had 
its roots in the distant past when God promised Abraham that 
through him all the families of the earth would be blessed. The 
inspired author of the book of Genesis discerned the origins of this 
promise to lie at the dawn of human history when, upon the Fall of 
man, God promised that the seed of the woman would crush the 
Serpent’s head. With his saving mission completed, the risen Jesus 
sent his Apostles forth to make disciples of all the nations. But while 
Christ’s mission was for all the children of Israel and for the whole 
world, each individual counts. Each single person matters to him. 
Each of us is important, and we see an instance of this in our Gospel 
scene today, in which our Lord engages with the invalid near the 
Bethesda pool. Our Lord is not being thronged by the crowds but is 
virtually alone, perhaps with a few of his close disciples — and 
maybe with John who reports the incident. He knew the invalid had 
been in this condition for a long time. He may at various times have 
seen him — perhaps even from his hidden years at Nazareth when he 
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would come up for the annual feasts. Let us observe that there was 
no obvious advantage for his wider mission in assisting this invalid. 
But he did so. He stopped and “ asked him, Do you want to get well? 
Sir, the invalid replied, I have no-one to help me into the pool when 
the water is stirred. While 1 am trying to get in, someone else goes 
down ahead of me. Then Jesus said to him, Get up! Pick up your mat 
and walk. At once the man was cured; he picked up his mat and 
walked (John 5:1-16). Then Jesus merged with the crowd as it 
celebrated the feast. There was no fanfare. All that this did was to 
bring on our Lord more persecution from the leaders. It was an act 
of pure compassion directed at a lone individual. It involved a 
subsequent brief meeting directing him to repent of his sins or else 
worse would befall him. Our Lord is interested in each individual. 

The same risen Jesus abides with us still, but unseen. He is 
present in his body the Church, and continually acts as the Church’s 
invisible head. The Church brings him to those to whom she 
ministers by means of her inspired Scriptures, and by her preaching. 
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teaching, Sacraments and works of mercy. Jesus looks on each 
person now, gazing with compassion on each and every afflicted 
person. Just as he stopped to look at and to speak to this invalid in 
our Gospel passage today, a person who had been in this condition 
for a long time, so he gazes with compassion on every person who is 
burdened with suffering and sin. He has a predilection for the poor 
and the suffering, without meaning to imply that he loves any the less 
the one who happens not to be obviously suffering at that point. 
Indeed, this is Christianity. Christianity is not simply a teaching 
about God and the moral life. Nor is it simply a teaching about 
redemption from sin and the acquisition of holiness of life. It is 
above all a relationship with a living person, the person of Jesus. He 
is present to every man and woman, just as during his public ministry 
he made himself present to this lone invalid. As risen in glory he is 
now present to all, and each and all may call upon him as their 
friend. He is the unseen friend of every man and woman, especially 
one who is overburdened. He said on another occasion, “Come to me 
all you who labour and are overburdened and I will give you rest. 
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Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am meek and 
humble of heart, and you will find rest for your souls. My yoke is 
easy and my burden light.” This invitation is lovingly directed to 
each individual, and these words ought be heard as being meant for 
each. The 19 th century Danish thinker, Soren Kierkegaard, once 
wrote that we ought read the Scriptures as one would read a letter 
from a dear friend. As St Paul writes in one of his Letters, Christ 
loves me, me, and gave himself up for me, for me. 

As we place ourselves in our Gospel scene today, let us 
remember that the encounter between Jesus and this afflicted 
individual is constantly occurring in cases beyond number from 
generation to generation in the history of the Church. The living, 
unseen, Jesus is with us still and he is gazing on each of us with love. 
Let us turn to him for help in all our needs, but especially for our 
greatest need which is to be liberated from sin and to be made holy in 
God’s sight. 
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Wednesday of the Fourth Week of Lent 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 69 (68): 14 I pray to you, O Lord, for a 

time of your favour. In your great mercy, answer me, O God, with 
your salvation that never fails. 

Collect O God, who reward the merits of the just and offer pardon 
to sinners who do penance, have mercy, we pray, on those who call 
upon you, that the admission of our guilt may serve to obtain your 
pardon for our sins. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Isaiah 49:8-15; Psalm 144; John 5:17-30 

Jesus said to them, ” My Father is always working and I, too, am 
working. ” For this reason the Jews tried all the harder to kill him; 
for not only was he breaking the Sabbath, but he was even calling 
God his own Father, making himself equal to God. Jesus gave them 
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this answer: “I tell you the truth, the Son can do nothing by himself; 
he can do only what he sees his Father doing, because whatever the 
Father does the Son also does. For the Father loves the Son and 
shows him all he does. Yes, to your amazement he will show him 
even greater things than these. For just as the Father raises the 
dead and gives them life, even so the Son gives life to whom he is 
pleased to give it. Moreover, the Father judges no-one, but has 
entrusted all judgment to the Son, that all may honour the Son just as 
they honour the Father. He who does not honour the Son does not 
honour the Father, who sent him. 1 tell you the truth, whoever hears 
my word and believes him who sent me has eternal life and will not 
be condemned; he has crossed over from death to life. I tell you the 
truth, a time is coming and has now come when the dead will hear 
the voice of the Son of God and those who hear will live. For as the 
Father has life in himself, so he has granted the Son to have life in 
himself And he has given him authority to judge because he is the 
Son of Man. Do not be amazed at this, for a time is coming when all 
who are in their graves will hear his voice and come out — those who 
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have done good wdl rise to live, and those who have done evil will 
rise to be condemned. By myself I can do nothing; I judge only as I 
hear, and my judgment is just for I seek not my own will but the will 
of the one who sent me. ” (John 5:17-30) 

One and Only There have been rulers in the past (such as 
Alexander the Great and some of the Caesars) who strove to be 
eventually acknowledged as divine. Of course, the ancient and 
classical notion of the gods was entirely different from that of the 
God of historical revelation. Those who claimed to be gods were 
seeking to be counted among those heavenly powers that exercised 
various levels of influence on the world and which were supplicated 
and worshipped by men. But as far as I am aware no one of any 
consequence claimed to be equal to the one, infinite God. Of course 
monotheism was rare in the ancient world and outside the revelation 
stemming from Abraham (and any religion influenced by Abraham, 
Moses, the prophets and Christ) it has always been rare. Hence the 
claims of Jesus Christ are stunning, and stunned the leaders of the 



544 


Jews. The authority with which he preached and taught was 
mesmerizing, and he supported this authority with miracles of great 
power. If one accepts the historicity of the Gospels it is clear that no 
prophet before Christ was in any way his equal, and his unique 
standing was made clear by the almighty Father himself on certain 
specific occasions (such as at his Baptism and Transfiguration). But 
the most striking thing about Jesus of Nazareth was his serene claim 
to be divine, divine in the sense of being his heavenly Father’s equal. 
Our Lord’s enemies quickly saw this implication in what he was 
saying. He was not claiming that he himself was the Father. Nor 
was he claiming to be in some sense another god (as did, say, 
Alexander). No, there was only one God, and that one and only God 
was his own Father. His Father was distinct from himself as a person 
for he himself was the Son. But being the Father’s very own Son, he 
shared with the Father the one divine nature. All that the Father 
does, the Son has been given to do. As his enemies immediately 
saw, “ not only was he breaking the Sabbath, but he was even calling 
God his own Father, making himself equal to God ” (John 5:17-30). 
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Our Lord immediately proceeded to explain. He did not deny 
that he was making himself equal to God, but as a person he gave full 
precedence to the Father. He would only do what he saw the Father 
doing, and all that the Father does, the Son does too. Just as the 
Father gives life to whomever he wishes, so does the Son. Indeed, 
the Father has left all judgment over men to the Son so “that all may 
honour the Son just as they honour the Father. Fie who does not 
honour the Son does not honour the Father, who sent him.” Christ is 
placing himself on a par with the Father in terms (here) of the honour 
due to him. All of this is by disposition of the Father. Moreover, so 
great is Christ’s word that the one who hears and accepts it will have 
life, for the Father has granted to the Son to have life in himself. As 
I said, no other prophet made such extraordinary claims. John the 
Baptist, the greatest of those before him, said that he was not worthy 
to bend down to undo Christ’s very sandal straps. Nor did any other 
great religious leader or founder ever make such claims either. 
Mahomet’s claims cannot compare with them, nor can those of 
Zoroaster, Buddha, or any other. Moreover, the leaders of the Jews 
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saw exactly what was being implied and they resolved to do away 
with him. Together with this, Christ manifested marvellous 
judgment, holiness and power over the elements of the natural world 
and over the underworld. If ever there was a natural lord and king, it 
was he, and when he rose from the dead and showed himself to the 
doubting Thomas, Thomas excelled himself with his profession of 
faith. “My Lord and my God,” he cried. Jesus was Yahweh of the 
Old Testament, as was his heavenly Father. Before he ascended into 
heaven he told his disciples that indeed all authority in heaven and on 
earth had been given to him, and that they were to go to the whole 
world and make disciples of all the nations. The message of 
Christianity is Christ himself, and its call is a call to union with Jesus 
Christ who is Lord. 

Our Gospel passage today invites us to contemplate the 
person of Jesus Christ and to go beyond mere wonder. A 
Governor-General of Australia once said that the greatest leader in 
the world was Jesus Christ. Of course he was, but that praise in no 
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way fully encompasses the grandeur of his person. Jesus Christ is a 
divine person possessed of two distinct natures. As God, his divine 
nature is his from all eternity, and it is within his divine nature that 
the person of Christ is to be situated in the first instance. His human 
nature he took to himself when he became man, as something 
assumed. Let us with Thomas adore him and place ourselves in his 
keeping, resolving to love and serve him totally. 

-- 
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Thursday of the Fourth Week of Lent 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 105 (104): 3-4 Let the hearts that seek 
the Lord rejoice; turn to the Lord and his strength; constantly seek 
his face. 

Collect We invoke your mercy in humble prayer, O Lord, that you 
may cause us, your servants, corrected by penance and schooled by 
good works, to persevere sincerely in your commands and come 
safely to the paschal festivities. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your 
Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Exodus 32:7-14; Psalm 105; John 5:31-47 

Jesus said, “If I testify about myself my testimony is not valid. There 
is another who testifies in my favour, and I know that his testimony 
about me is valid. You sent to John and he testified to the truth. Not 
that I accept human testimony; but I refer to it in order that you may 
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be saved. John was a lamp that burned and gave light, and you 
chose for a time to enjoy his light. I have testimony weightier than 
that of John. For the very work that the Father has given me to 
finish, and which I am doing, testifies that the Father has sent me. 
And the Father who sent me has himself testified concerning me. 
You have never heard his voice nor seen his form, nor does his word 
dwell in you, for you do not believe the one he sent. You diligently 
study the Scriptures because you think that by them you possess 
eternal life. These are the Scriptures that testify about me, yet you 
refuse to come to me to have life. I do not accept praise from men, 
but I know you. I know that you do not have the love of God in your 
hearts. I have come in my Father’s name, and you do not accept me; 
but if someone else comes in his own name, you will accept him. 
How can you believe if you accept praise from one another, yet make 
no effort to obtain the praise that comes from the one God? But do 
not think / will accuse you before the Father. Your accuser is Moses, 
on whom your hopes are set. If you believed Moses, you would 
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believe me, for he wrote about me. But since you do not believe what 
he wrote, how are you going to believe what I say?” (John 5:31-47) 

Testimony to Christ In our passage today our Lord confronts 
his critics and deals with their demand for support for his claims and 
actions. They refuse to accept his testimony about himself as valid if 
unsupported by other testimonies. Christ answers that he himself 
does not depend on human testimony, but he will refer to it so that 
his interlocutors may be saved. John's was the most obvious 
testimony to him. Our Lord’s reference to John the Baptist indicates 
that the fulsome words of John about Jesus, as reported in the 
Gospels and as given especially in the Gospel of St John, was a 
public testimony. Reading the first chapter of St John may give one 
the impression that it was merely to his own disciples that John 
testified specifically about Jesus. But our Lord’s challenge to the 
leaders as given in our passage today indicates that they too were 
well aware that the prophet John had testified to Jesus. All the 
people had accepted John as a prophet, and the leaders too — our 
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Lord says here — “chose for a time to enjoy his light.” John had 
declared that he himself was not worthy to kneel down to undo 
Christ’s sandal straps. Jesus was the promised One, he had declared. 
But our Lord adds that there had been a weightier testimony than that 
of John: the works and ministry of Jesus himself. Even without the 
testimony of John, his teaching and his works would have been 
sufficient. When John himself, from prison, sent disciples to Christ 
for further confirmation that he was indeed the one who was to come, 
it was to his works that Christ referred John. Tell John, he said, that 
the blind see, the lame walk, the dead rise again. That is to say, Look 
at what I am doing and see how it vindicates the truth of what you 
said about me before your imprisonment. His critics could not deny 
the power of his words and deeds, and because of them the people 
held him in high regard. Our Lord pointed to his works even with his 
own disciples: at least believe because of the works I am doing, he 
said to them, even if it is difficult to believe simply on my word. 
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But there is more still. Beyond John’s testimony and beyond 
his own words and actions, the heavenly Father had testified too: 
‘"And the Father who sent me has himself testified concerning me.” 
Our Lord may have been referring here to the voice of the Father at 
his baptism which was to some extent public, and which may have 
been spoken of by various people. Certainly John himself spoke of 
the testimony which the Father himself had given of Jesus. And 
then, our Lord continues, there is the testimony of Scripture itself, 
that Scripture to which the leaders, his critics, were always referring. 
u You diligently study the Scriptures because you think that by them 
you possess eternal life. These are the Scriptures that testify about 
me, yet you refuse to come to me to have life....If you believed Moses, 
you would believe me, for he wrote about me. But since you do not 
believe what he wrote, how are you going to believe what I say?” 
(John 5:31-47). Our Lord says that their refusal to come to him 
shows that they lack faith in their very reading of the Scriptures. If 
they had divine faith they would, on hearing John’s testimony and on 
seeing Christ and his works, recognize that it was of him that Moses 
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and the Scriptures had spoken. Our Lord, during his public ministry 
and teaching, often referred to the Scriptures and to how he was their 
fulfilment. He himself was profoundly steeped in the Scriptures. He 
knew that they were to be fulfilled, and that he it was who would 
fulfil them. He could summarily rout his opponents in all debates 
about the Scriptures. When he rose from the dead he walked with his 
two disciples on the way to Emmaus and went through the Scriptures 
with them, showing how the Messiah had to suffer and die, then rise 
and so enter his glory. All of these indicators bear testimony to the 
grandeur and uniqueness of Jesus: the words about him of the great 
prophet John, his own teaching and works that filled his public 
ministry, the testimony of the Father himself, and the fulfilment of 
the Scriptures in his own person. 

The Christian is one who can see that Jesus is all that he 
claimed to be. There is ample support for all he said he himself is, 
and all he said he could and would do for us. In view of this, Christ 
is the yardstick that tests the truth of all other claims. To the extent 
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that any other claim contradicts the claims and the teaching of Christ, 
to that extent must those other claims be rejected as not being in 
accord with the truth. Let us take our stand with Jesus and bring his 
person and his truth to our daily life. 

-- 
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Friday of the Fourth Week of Lent 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 54 (53): 3-4 O God, save me by your 
name; by your power, defend my cause. O God, hear my prayer; give 
ear to the words of my mouth. 

Collect O God, who have prepared fitting helps for us in our 
weakness, grant, we pray, that we may receive their healing effects 
with joy and reflect them in a holy way of life. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever 

Scripture today : Wisdom 2:1.12-22; Psalm 33; 

John 7:1-2.10.25-30 

After this, Jesus went around in Galilee, purposely staying away 
from Judea because the Jews there were waiting to take his life. But 
when the Jewish Feast of Tabernacles was near, after his brothers 
had left for the Feast, he went cdso, not publicly, but in secret. At 
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that point some of the people of Jerusalem began to ask, Isn’t this the 
man they are trying to kill? Here he is, speaking publicly, and they 
are not saying a word to him. Have the authorities really concluded 
that he is the Christ ? But we know where this man is from; when the 
Christ comes, no-one will know where he is from. Then Jesus, 
teaching in the temple courts, cried out, Yes, you know me, and you 
know where / am from. I am not here on my own, but he who sent me 
is true. You do not know him, but I know him because I am from him 
and he sent me. At this they tried to seize him, but no-one lend a 
hand on him, because his time had not yet come. 
(John 7:1-2.10.25-30) 

Success One of the very intriguing things in human history is the 
pattern and the forms of success and failure. We see certain persons 
who are able and good, and yet who, humanly speaking, seem to fail. 
That is to say, they do not gain status, social influence and the praise 
of the many. They may even end their lives in oblivion. Others 
perhaps of less ability, fewer human and moral qualities and much 
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less possession of the truth do well in society and end their days with 
the praise of men. Now, some who observe this phenomenon go on 
to imagine that ultimate success is indicated and defined by social 
influence, by status and the praise of men. “Success” is deemed to 
be what the world counts to be success. The truth and value of a 
person’s position is validated by the extent of its acceptance by those 
around him. For instance, some have thought that Mahomet’s social, 
political and military success vindicated the truth of his religious 
message. He ended his days having attained a remarkable 
ascendancy in Arabia, and the Muslim armies extended it at a 
stunning rate after his death. It showed — so Islam thinks — that 
Allah was with him, confirming the truth of his utterances. Of 
course, if this were all that there was to the case for Islam, a serious 
thinker could not be persuaded. After all, Alexander, Caesar, 
Genghis Khan and even Stalin had great “successes.” At a spiritual 
level, the Arians and the Nestorians had great “success” over various 
centuries — in terms of numbers. I introduce this issue not to 


discuss it at length, but simply to set forth the pattern that marked the 
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life of Christ. Who can deny his greatness? Who can question the 
loftiness of his message nor the holiness of his person, nor the 
remarkable powers he had to work miracles? These are facts which 
even Mahomet himself accepted, even if he got no further than 
looking on Christ (as did so many in his own day) as but a prophet 
like the others before him — and not to be rated as equal to himself. 
So then, Christ our Lord was great. But look at his course — as 
alluded to in our Gospel today (John 7:1-2.10.25-30) — and see how 
different it was from that of the “successful.” 

Christ did not have much “success,” if we define success in 
terms of status, influence upon those who matter, and the praise and 
adulation of the many. Consider the death of Christ on the cross and 
consider by contrast the death of Mahomet. The one involved 
tremendous rejection, the other was marked by widespread adulation. 
Of course, as already mentioned, the Christian would say that 
acceptance and adulation is no necessary indicator of truth. To 
assume that it is such an indicator, is just that — it is an assumption. 
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But what I am observing here is a striking pattern in the life of 
Christ, namely that his path was one of rejection and it went against 
the ways of the world. He did not seek adulation, and indeed he 
knew it was not the path of God. He saw through the mirage of 
“success.” In our Gospel today we read that “ Jesus went around in 
Galilee, purposely staying away from Judea because the Jews there 
were waiting to take his life.'" Then when our Lord did go to 
Jerusalem, we read that "at that point some of the people of 
Jerusalem began to ask, Isn’t this the man they are trying to kill?" 
Our Lord did not seek nor gain the acceptance of those who 
mattered. Indeed, the more he announced the central features of his 
doctrine, the more he lost his own disciples. We read in St John’s 
Gospel — in chapter 6, preceding the chapter of our passage today 
— that when our Lord taught the doctrine of the Eucharist, that he 
was to give his flesh to eat and his blood to drink, very many of his 
disciples left him. But so it had to be, for our Lord immediately 
turned to the Twelve and asked if they were going to leave him too. 
There was to be no turning back from the Truth he had come to 
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reveal. He even lost one of the Twelve, who in due course went off 
to betray him. In our Gospel today we read that his enemies “ tried to 
seize him, but no-one laid a hand on him for his time had not yet 
come.” But the time did eventually come when he allowed himself to 
be seized, totally rejected, and condemned to death on a cross. The 
surprise is that in the plan of God this is how true “success” was to 
be gained. 

Success in the sight of God comes from bearing witness to the 
truth by one’s words and deeds in the midst of suffering. Christ’s 
way is not the way of the world. Simon Peter tried to dissuade our 
from the path of suffering and the cross. “Get behind me, you 
Satan!” was our Lord’s reply. “The way you think is the way of man, 
and not of God.” Let us take our stand with Jesus, bearing in mind 
constantly his teaching that anyone who wishes to be his disciple 
must renounce himself, take up his cross every day and follow in his 
footsteps. Christ reveals the Cross as the path to true success, as God 


sees it. 
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Saturday of the Fourth Week of Lent 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 18 (17): 5, 7 The waves of death rose 
about me; the pains of the netherworld surrounded me. In my 
anguish I called to the Lord, and from his holy temple he heard my 
voice. 

Collect May the working of your mercy, O Lord, we pray, direct 
our hearts aright, for without your grace we cannot find favour in 
your sight. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. 

Scripture today : Jeremiah 11:18-20; Psalm 7; John 7:40-53 

On hearing his words, some of the people said, Surely this man is the 
Prophet. Others said, He is the Christ. Still others asked, How can 
the Christ come from Galilee? Does not the Scripture say that the 
Christ will come from David’s family and from Bethlehem, the town 
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where David lived? Thus the people were divided because of Jesus. 
Some wanted to seize him, but no-one laid a hand on him. Finally 
the temple guards went back to the chief priests and Pharisees, who 
asked them, Why didn ’tyou bring him in? No-one ever spoke the way 
this man does, the guards declared. You mean he has deceived you 
cdso? the Pharisees retorted. Has any of the rulers or of the 
Pharisees believed in him? No! But this mob that knows nothing of 
the law — there is a curse on them. Nicodemus, who had gone to 
Jesus earlier and who was one of their own number, asked, Does our 
law condemn a man without first hearing him to find out what he is 
doing? They replied, Are you from Gcdilee, too? Look into it, and you 
will find that a prophet does not come out of Gcdilee. Then each 
went to his own home. (John 7:40-53) 

Seeking Christ It has been said that the time of youth is a time of 
dreams, and the time of late middle age is a time of regrets. This, 
like many one-liners, is too simple, but one point that the reference to 
“regrets” suggests is that it is all too easy to go through life failing to 
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make good the important chances that come our way. Great 
opportunities come and they can, for a lack of appreciation and 
effort, regrettably be lost forever. In our Gospel passage today we 
have a glimpse of the unique and astounding impression Christ made 
on many persons. “On hearing his words, some of the people said, 
Surely this man is the Prophet. Others said, He is the Christ.” A 
little later in the passage we are told that the temple guard who had 
been sent to arrest our Lord returned without their man, saying “ No 
one ever spoke the way this man does.” Despite this impact which 
our Lord had on people, nevertheless some demurred. We read that 
“Still others asked, How can the Christ come from Galilee? Does not 
the Scripture say that the Christ will come from David’s family and 
from Bethlehem, the town where David lived? Thus the people of our 
Gospel passage were divided about Jesus.” Some held back, as did 
many others who are mentioned elsewhere in the Gospels. On one 
occasion a young man of great religious promise came to our Lord, 
and our Lord having heard him, loved him. He then invited him to 
leave all and follow him. But the young man turned away. A golden 
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opportunity had been forever missed. On another occasion our Lord 
announced his doctrine of the Eucharist, and many of his disciples 
left him. The issue is expressed in stark relief in our Gospel passage 
today, when the reaction of the chief priests and the Pharisees is 
recounted. The report of the temple guard made no impression on 
their hostile prejudice. They threw back their paltry objections, 
namely that Jesus had no following among the leaders (which, 
actually, was wrong — Nicodemus, for one, was a secret disciple) 
and that he had come from Galilee. 

Nicodemus’s objection asking his colleagues for openness of 
mind and the willingness at least to give Jesus a hearing, is 
significant for the modern reader. Modem secular man ranges 
between hostility to Christ and utter indifference. Perhaps it is 
indifference which is more characteristic of him. The effect of this 
indifference is a closed mind that refuses to seek the truth about 
Christ with real earnestness. It is summed up in the final remark in 
the Gospel passage that the chief priests and the Pharisees “then each 
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went to his own home." (John 7:40-53) There they stayed, in spirit, 
and did not venture out to seek Christ and his truth. When it comes 
to religion, modern secular man is prone to go “to his own home” as 
it were, and to stay there. He is sceptical, doubtful, and even hostile 
to this or that aspect of the Christian Fact. He does not care 
sufficiently to seek out with an open mind and heart the truth of the 
matter. Christ passes by and he does not care. He stays in “his own 
home.” So life passes and the pearl of great price is not gained. To 
gain the pearl one must act with vigour and seek out the truth about 
it. This means that if one is in doubt about Christ or indifferent to 
him, then a new beginning must be made. The attainment of the 
truth, and the resolution of both doubt and indifference, must become 
one’s uppermost goal. A conversion to the truth is needed. Let us 
think of the various reactions to Christ as reported in our Gospel 
passage today and ask, where do I fit in? Am I in the company of 
those who could see Jesus was the long-awaited Prophet, the 
long-promised Messiah? Am I among those who settled for various 
objections, or am I even among the chief priests and Pharisees who 
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went back each “to his own home”? Whatever category of person I 
must at this point place myself in, I have the freedom to do 
something about it. I can resolve to seek the truth with an open 
heart, praying for the help of God to dispose me to love the truth, and 
to seek it earnestly even if it goes contrary to my prejudices. 

Plenty of persons have begun with strong prejudices against 
Christ — although most modem prejudices are against his body the 
Church. With the help of God they can attain Christ where he is to 
be found, namely in his body the Church which he founded on the 
Apostles. Let us resolve to be earnest in our search for the truth 
about Christ, and when we have found him to resolve never to fall 
away from him. He is our Lord, our joy for all ages. No one has 
ever spoken as he speaks. 
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Fifth Sunday of Lent 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 43 (42): 1-2 Give me justice, O God, 
and plead my cause against a nation that is faithless. From the 
deceitful and cunning rescue me, for you, O God, are my strength. 

Collect By your help, we beseech you, Lord our God, may we 
walk eagerly in that same charity with which, out of love for the 
world, your Son handed himself over to death. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Ezekiel 37:12-14; Romans 8:8-11; John 11:1-45 

Now a man named Lazarus was sick. He was from Bethany, the 
village of Mary and her sister Martha. This Mary, whose brother 
Lazarus now lay sick, was the same one who poured perfume on the 
Lord and wiped his feet with her hair. So the sisters sent word to 
Jesus, “Lord, the one you love is sick. ” When he heard this, Jesus 
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said, “This sickness will not end in death. No, it is for God’s glory 
so that God’s Son may be glorified through it. " Jesus loved Martha 
and her sister and Lazarus. Yet when he heard that Lazarus was 
sick, he stayed where he was two more days. Then he said to his 
disciples, “Let us go back to Judea. ” “But Rabbi, ” they said, “a 
short while ago the Jews tried to stone you, and yet you are going 
back there?” Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours of 
daylight? A man who walks by day will not stumble, for he sees by 
this world’s light. It is when he walks by night that he stumbles, for 
he has no light. ” After he had said this, he went on to tell them, “Our 
friend Lazarus has fallen asleep; but I am going there to wake him 
up. ” His disciples replied, “Lord, if he sleeps, he will get better. ” 
Jesus had been speaking of his death, but his disciples thought he 
meant natural sleep. So then he told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead, 
and for your sake I am glad I was not there, so that you may believe. 
But let us go to him. ” Then Thomas (called Didymus) said to the rest 
of the disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die with him. ” On his 
arrival, Jesus found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb for 
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four days. Bethany was less than two miles from Jerusalem, and 
many Jews had come to Martha and Mary to comfort them in the loss 
of their brother. When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she 
went out to meet him, but Mary stayed at home. "Lord, ” Martha 
said to Jesus, “if you had been here, my brother would not have died. 
But I know that even now God will give you whatever you ask. ” 
Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again. ” Martha answered, 
“I know he will rise again in the resurrection at the last day. ” Jesus 
said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in 
me will live, even though he dies; and whoever lives and believes in 
me will never die. Do you believe this?” “Yes, Lord, ” she told him, 
“I believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God, who was to come 
into the world. ” And after she had said this, she went back and 
called her sister Mary aside. “The Teacher is here, ” she said, “and 
is asking for you. ” When Mary heard this, she got up quickly and 
went to him. Now Jesus had not yet entered the village, but was still 
at the place where Martha had met him. When the Jews who had 
been with Mary in the house, comforting her, noticed how quickly 
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she got up and went out, they followed her, supposing she was going 
to the tomb to mourn there. When Mary reached the place where 
Jesus was and saw him, she fell at his feet and said, “Lord, if you 
had been here, my brother would not have died. ” When Jesus saw 
her weeping, and the Jews who had come along with her also 
weeping, he was deeply moved in spirit and troubled. “Where have 
you laid him? ” he asked. “Come and see, Lord, ” they replied. Jesus 
wept. Then the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” But some of 
them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have 
kept this man from dying?” Jesus, once more deeply moved, came to 
the tomb. It was a cave with a stone laid across the entrance. “Take 
away the stone, ” he said. “But, Lord, ” said Martha, the sister of the 
dead man, “by this time there is a bad odour, for he has been there 
four days. ” Then Jesus said, “Did I not tell you that if you believed, 
you would see the glory of God? ” So they took away the stone. Then 
Jesus looked up and said, “Father, I thank you that you have heard 
me. / know that you always hear me, but I said this for the benefit of 
the people standing here, that they may believe that you sent me. ” 
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When he had said this, Jesus called in a loud voice, “Lazarus, come 
out!” The dead man came out, his hands and feet wrapped with 
strips of linen, and a cloth around his face. Jesus said to them, 
“Take off the grave clothes and let him go. ” Therefore many of the 
Jews who had come to visit Mary, and had seen what Jesus did, put 
their faith in him. (John 11:1-45) 

Jesus is Lord There have been many great and wonderful men in 
the world, and they have appeared across the ages and in various 
professions. There have been extraordinary military men such as 
Alexander the Great. There have been extraordinary rulers, such as 
Charlemagne in Europe, and Alfred the Great in England (849-899) a 
little later. There have been extraordinary religious leaders such as 
Mahomet. But outside the few cases mentioned in the Old and New 
Testaments (such as Elisha in 2 Kings 4, and Peter in Acts 9), who 
has done what Christ did in our Gospel passage today? At a simple 
word he raised a man who had been dead for four days and 
commanded him to come forth from the grave, which he immediately 
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did. Is there anything that could be remotely compared with this in 
the activities of Mahomet, or Buddha, or Socrates, or Alexander the 
Great? Our Lord gave a wonderful teaching and supported it by 
numerous and striking miracles, of which his raising of Lazarus from 
the dead in our Gospel passage today is a dramatic specimen (John 
11:1-45). Christ showed a sovereign and effortless power over 
nature and over life itself, and he displayed this same power when it 
came to his own personal course. His greatest miracle of all was his 
own rising from the dead, which he predicted to the day. Let us put 
it this way. Imagine if, during his life, Mahomet had told his 
disciples that three days after he died he would rise again. Then 
imagine if that had actually happened. But of course, nothing of the 
kind occurred at all. Mahomet, surrounded by his sorrowing wives 
and grieving friends and followers, breathed his last in the year 632 
in the room of his favourite wife Ayeshah at Medina. There he was 
buried, and there his tomb remains close to the great mosque of 
Medina. Mahomet never had any thought that he could raise himself 
from the dead in his body, and no one else ever thought he could. 
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Death conquered him just as it conquers all the great and the small of 
this world. But not so Christ. Christ submitted to death and then 
conquered it. The good news is that by means of union with him, we 
too will not be overcome by death. The great sign of this is the 
Virgin Mary his mother, who because of her being full of grace and 
in union with her risen Son, was taken by God body and soul to 
heaven at the end of her life, presumably after her death. 

Whatever else a man may do in life, he cannot overcome 
death. Death will come, and when it does a person cannot win in the 
encounter. But Christ did. He overcame death in his public ministry 
when at a word he raised from death the son of the widow of Nain; 
when at a word he raised to life the daughter of Jairus; and when at a 
word he raised Lazarus from being four days in the grave. It all 
showed that there was nothing our Lord could not do had he wished, 
and the proof of this was his own rising from the dead. No one 
raised him from the dead — as he said, he freely laid down his life, 
and he freely took it up again. Our Lord’s resurrection confirms his 
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claim to be divine, just as it confirms all the things he did and taught. 
Had Buddha done the same, it would have been a signal confirmation 
of his teaching and his works — but of course he did not rise from 
the dead. Christ rose from the dead, and thereafter death in no sense 
had the slightest hold on him. His resurrection from the dead 
confirms all the divine promises made about our Lord himself and 
about the blessings offered to man in and through him. He, the same 
Jesus, lives now by a new and eternal life and it is this eternal life 
which he imparts to his disciples who with faith are baptized into 
him. So the resurrection of Christ not only reveals and confirms who 
Christ our Saviour really is, but it is the source or principle of our 
being made right with God. This new life which Christ lives and 
which he shares with us who believe and are baptized, makes us 
adopted children of God his heavenly Father. Moreover and most 
significantly, if we live in union with the risen Jesus we shall not 
only rise from death in our spirits, but we shall rise from death at the 
end in our bodies too. There will be a complete and entire 
resurrection from the dead, when at the end of time following the 
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final and general judgment, we are filled with the life of God in our 
bodies too. We shall be glorious in body and soul just as Mary our 
heavenly mother is already glorious in body and soul, through the 
merits and the resurrection of her divine Son. 

Buddha is dead. Socrates and Aristotle are dead. Mahomet is 
dead. Charlemagne and Alfred the Great are long dead. All the great 
ones of human history are dead. But Christ rose from the dead and 
lives body and soul glorious at the right hand of his heavenly Father. 
To him has been given all authority in heaven and on earth. He is the 
Lord of lords and King of kings. He lives and is present in his body 
the Church. He gives himself to us in the Sacraments especially in 
the Eucharist, and in these sacramental encounters he gives us a 
share in his risen divine life. Let us resolve to live in union with him 
so as to rise with him. 

Further reading : The Catechism of the Catholic Church , nos.651-655 
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Monday of the Fifth Week of Lent 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 56 (55): 2 Have mercy on me, O God, 
for people assail me; they fight me all day long and oppress me. 

Collect O God, by whose wondrous grace we are enriched with 
every blessing, grant us so to pass from former ways to newness of 
life, that we may be made ready for the glory of the heavenly 
Kingdom. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. 

Scripture today : Dan. 13:1-9.15-17.19-30.33-62; Ps. 22; Jn. 8:1-11 

Jesus went to the Mount of Olives. At dawn he appeared again in the 
temple courts, where all the people gathered round him, and he sat 
down to teach them. The teachers of the law and the Pharisees 
brought in a woman caught in adultery. They made her stand before 
the group and said to Jesus, Teacher, this woman was caught in the 
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act of adultery. In the Law Moses commanded us to stone such 
women. Now what do you say? They were using this question as a 
trap, in order to have a basis for accusing him. But Jesus bent down 
and started to write on the ground with his finger. When they kept on 
questioning him, he straightened up and said to them, If any one of 
you is without sin, let him be the first to throw a stone at her. Again 
he stooped down and wrote on the ground. At this, those who heard 
began to go away one at a time, the older ones first, until only Jesus 
was left, with the woman still standing there. Jesus straightened up 
and asked her, Woman, where are they? Has no-one condemned 
you? No-one, sir, she said. Then neither do I condemn you, Jesus 
declared. Go now and leave your life of sin. (John 8:1-11) 

God of Mercy It has often been said that the God of the Old 
Testament is a God of wrath and condemnation, while the God of the 
New is a God of love and forgiveness. Like many quips and 
one-liners, such a statement is an over-simplification and a 


caricature. The God of both Testaments is the same God, but the 
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revelation of him present in both Testaments shows his nature in 
different ways and to different degrees. That is to say, if we are to 
interpret adequately this revelation by God over many centuries and 
finally in his incarnate Son, we must employ the idea of 
development. Up to Christ there was a developing revelation, and 
since Christ there is a development in the Church’s understanding of 
this revelation. As the Christian Faith teaches it, God gradually 
revealed more and more of himself and his plan until he revealed 
himself definitively in Christ his Son. Christ is his final and 
definitive word. There is no further development of revelation. 
Even so, the Church gradually understands more and more of this 
definitive word that is Christ. So the Church’s doctrine develops. 
As an aside, may I observe that this notion of development could 
assist in other religions. Certain forms of fundamentalism in religion 
exclude development. For instance, there is much talk of the impasse 
of Islamic fundamentalism. I suspect that a way through this for 
Islam is to become open to the notion of development in its doctrine, 


while it holds to the definitive character of its revelation. Islam 
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insists that the Koran, just as it stands, came from the highest 
heavens and was revealed to Mahomet by the Angel Gabriel in 
instalments. Let us set aside discussion of that position and make a 
distinction — that between the “revelation,” and a doctrine that 
enshrines an official understanding of the revelation. The former 
may be insisted on as being unalterable, while the latter may develop, 
become more sophisticated, more refined, more contextualised. Thus 
while “jihad” may be part of the revelation, the formal understanding 
of it may develop far beyond the original Arabian understanding. 
Well now, with this in mind, let us consider our Gospel passage 
today. 


The scribes and Pharisees confront our Lord with what they 
claimed the Law of Moses required, which was that the sinful 
woman before him be stoned. They quoted the text, and demanded 
to know how our Lord said it was to be applied. They were 
appealing to a God of severity towards sin. But in the Old Testament 
there are diverse passages revealing a richly faceted God dealing 
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with his people at various stages of their development. His 
progressive revelation of himself contains both severity with sin and 
a remarkable mercy and compassion for the sinner. A process of 
development of revelation must be taken into account. The prophets 
affirm God’s hatred of sin and warn of punishment to come, but 
more and more they insist on his love and mercy. On one occasion 
our Lord himself quotes against his critics the words of Yahweh in 
the Old Testament requiring mercy: “Go and learn the meaning of 
the words, ‘what I want is mercy, not sacrifice’, and you would not 
have condemned the blameless.” In our Gospel passage today (John 
8:1-11) our Lord calmly presents a challenge to his critics. It is that 
those without sin ought to be the ones to cast the first stone. Christ 
does not contradict the divine hatred of sin which was a factor in the 
particular historical prescription of death for adultery. But by his 
eloquent and powerful silence he brings forward into greater 
prominence another feature of the religion revealed by Yahweh: that 
of mercy and compassion. He then looks on the sinful woman with 
love and compassion and commands her to go and not to sin again. 
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God is giving her time to repent and to live in a way that is pleasing 
to him. God’s prohibition of sin which distinguishes historical 
revelation from the very beginning still stands in Christ’s words to 
the woman. They are a warning to us all and they remind us of our 
Lord’s numerous references to God’s judgment and to hell fire. But 
what dominates our Gospel scene is the revelation of the divine 
mercy. God is merciful and compassionate, and he gives us the 
opportunity and the grace to renounce sin and live in his love. 

Christ came to save mankind from sin and to reveal to man 
the mercy of God. It is this which is so eloquently revealed in our 
Gospel passage today. The scribes and the Pharisees pointed to the 
Law of Moses and goaded our Lord to decide according to it. In 
response, he set forth in sharp relief the other great aspect of God’s 
revelation of himself, his compassion towards sinners. God is a God 
of mercy, so let us while life lasts always turn from our sins, 
confident that if we do, he will be merciful. And let us be merciful 
ourselves. If we are not, then indeed he will judge and condemn us. 
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Tuesday of the Fifth Week of Lent 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 27 (26): 14 Wait for the Lord; be strong; be 
stout-hearted, and wait for the Lord! 

Collect Grant us, we pray, O Lord, perseverance in obeying your 
will, that in our days the people dedicated to your service may grow 
in both merit and number. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Numbers 21:4-9; Psalm 101; John 8:21-30 

Once more Jesus said to them, I am going away, and you will look 
for me, and you will die in your sin. Where I go, you cannot come. 
This made the Jews ask, Will he kill himself? Is that why he says, 
‘Where I go, you cannot come ’? But he continued, You are from 
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below; 1 am from above. You are of this world; 1 am not of this 
world. I told you that you would die in your sins; if you do not 
believe that / am the one / claim to be, you will indeed die in your 
sins. Who are you? they asked. Just what I have been claiming all 
along, Jesus replied. / have much to say in judgment of you. But he 
who sent me is reliable, and what I have heard from him 1 tell the 
world. They did not understand that he was telling them about his 
Father. So Jesus said, When you have lifted up the Son of Man, then 
you will know that 1 am the one I claim to be and that l do nothing on 
my own but speak just what the Father has taught me. The one who 
sent me is with me; he has not left me alone, for I always do what 
pleases him. Even as he spoke, many put their faith in him. (John 8: 
21-30) 

Being Right There has been a widespread conviction, ever since 
the Enlightenment, that cannot accept that one’s salvation depends 
on the correctness of “one’s opinions.” By this is meant that if one 


chooses not to believe in Christ and that he is the Son of God and the 
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Redeemer, then so be it. That just happens to be one’s honest 
“opinion”, and it is unacceptable to insist that this “opinion” places 
one’s salvation in danger. Such a view regards as a dogmatism that 
imposes sanctions on freedom in one’s own thoughts. Well, while on 
the face of it such a view of things might seem somewhat reasonable, 
Christ makes statements in our Gospel passage today that are of very 
serious import for modern secular and sceptical man. What 
immediately leaps out from the passage are our Lord’s claims about 
himself. He is not simply, like any great prophet, speaking of God 
and his will as it has been revealed to him. He is also and very 
importantly speaking of himself. But most seriously, he states that if 
what he claims about himself is not accepted, then his hearers will 
die in their sins. So it is a matter ultimately of life and death that he, 
Jesus Christ, be accepted for who he claims to be. In this sense one’s 
“opinion” about him, as we might call it, is indeed of enormous 
import for one’s very salvation. We read that Jesus continued, ‘Tom 
are of this world; I am not of this world. I told you that you would 
die in your sins; if you do not believe that I am the one 1 claim to be, 
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you will indeed die in your sins." (John 8:21-30). Our Lord 
continues to stress his claims. “ Who are you? they asked. Just what 
I have been claiming all along, Jesus replied. When you have lifted 
up the Son of Man, then you will know that I am the one I claim to be 
and that / do nothing on my own but speak just what the Father has 
taught me. The one who sent me is with me; he has not left me alone, 
for I always do what pleases him. Even as he spoke, many put their 
faith in him." (John 8: 21-30). He is the Son of the Father who has 
sent him to announce his word, and he is sinless, always doing what 
pleases the Father. 

The necessity of accepting Christ’s claims means that in 
God’s plan — as our Lord told his disciples on another occasion — 
the only way to the Father is through him. As Peter told the 
Sanhedrin (in the Acts of the Apostles) Jesus is the only name by 
which we can be saved. We must approach him, listen to him, accept 
him for who and what he claims to be together with his teaching, and 
then follow in his way. It is not sufficient to be simply a good person 
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in the normal sense of the word and then to allow a liberal approach 
to the matter of one’s acceptance of Christ’s claims. Obviously, the 
fundamental requirement is to follow the voice of one’s conscience 
(which is the most one can do anyway). Nevertheless our Gospel 
text is clear that, having in some sense seen and heard Christ, one’s 
salvation is threatened by not accepting his claims. Our Lord did not 
say to those who were listening to him that if they genuinely refused 
to believe his claims, then all would be well because, after all, they 
were sincere. No, he simply said that “if you do not believe that I am 
the one I claim to be, you will indeed die in your sins.” It suggests 
that the very indicator of a right conscience in the one who in some 
sense sees and hears Christ is precisely the acceptance of his claims. 
Our Lord is saying that if this acceptance is deliberately refused then 
normally a serious moral and spiritual failure has been involved, a 
failure for which one is responsible. What is at issue here is a 
fundamental duty which Christ reveals as being necessary for 
salvation. That duty is to believe in him and to accept his word. Our 
Lord is addressing those who are seeing and hearing him, and we are 
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told that “even as he spoke, many put their faith in him.” He is saying 
that if in some sense one sees and hears him then one’s duty is to 
believe. If having somehow seen and heard him one refuses to 
believe, then an immensely important duty has been neglected. 
Belief is an indicator of moral disposition, and salvation depends on 
the fulfilment of this duty to believe. 

The further question is, where and how is the living Jesus 
seen and heard from generation to generation? This is a further issue, 
but the short answer is that the living Jesus is encountered in and 
through the witness and life of the Church his body. Let us place 
ourselves in the scene of today’s Gospel as our Lord reaffirms his 
unique claims as to his person and mission. Let us take our stand 
with him and believe. Let us live out that belief by bearing witness 
to him as the one and only Saviour of the world, the one in whom all 
are called to believe. 
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Wednesday of the Fifth Week of Lent 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 18 (17): 48-49 My deliverer from angry 
nations, you set me above my assailants; you saved me from the 
violent man, O Lord. 

Collect Enlighten, O God of compassion, the hearts of your 
children, sanctified by penance, and in your kindness grant those you 
stir to a sense of devotion a gracious hearing when they cry out to 
you. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns 
with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Daniel 3:14-20. 91-92.95. (Psalm:) Daniel 3; 

John 8:31-42 

To the Jews who had believed him, Jesus said, If you hold to my 
teaching, you are really my disciples. Then you will know the truth, 
and the truth will set you free. They answered him, We are 
Abraham’s descendants and have never been slaves of anyone. How 
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can you say that we shall be set free? Jesus replied, I tell you the 
truth, everyone who sins is a slave to sin. Now a slave has no 
permanent place in the family, but a son belongs to it for ever. So if 
the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed. I know you are 
Abraham’s descendants. Yet you are ready to kill me, because you 
have no room for my word. I am telling you what I have seen in the 
Father’s presence, and you do what you have heard from your 
father. Abraham is our father, they answered. If you were 
Abraham’s children, said Jesus, then you would do the things 
Abraham did. As it is, you are determined to kill me, a man who has 
told you the truth that I heard from God. Abraham did not do such 
things. You are doing the things your own father does. We are not 
illegitimate children, they protested. The only Father we have is God 
himself. Jesus scud to them, If God were your Father, you would love 
me, for I came from God and now am here. 1 have not come on my 
own; but he sent me. (John 8:31-42) 
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Christ the Truth One of the distinguishing values of the modern 
age is that of freedom. Each age and culture has its distinctive values 
and ever since the French Revolution the cry of Liberty has been 
heard from culture to culture and it continues to raise its clamour 
across the globe. While some oppose liberty, more commonly the 
concern is, what exactly is demanded in the insistence on liberty. If 
we go back to the French Revolution, we could say that in theory the 
word meant freedom from unjust restraint and its meaning is made 
fairly clear in its companion terms: Equality and Fraternity. Liberty, 
Equality and Fraternity is what modem man has wanted in his life in 
society. The problem is that Liberty has tended to mean License, 
involving not just freedom from unjust restraint but from all restraint, 
including moral. The French Revolution itself revealed this tendency, 
collapsing into a rampage of terror and mayhem, with revealed 
religion and the Church being the first casualty. All this is to say that 
the story of liberty in society has shown that the exercise of freedom 
must be guided not by values arbitrarily chosen but by objective 
truth. Both reason and experience indicate that the freedom to 
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choose must mean the freedom to seek and to subject oneself to the 
objective truth. Freedom is not freedom from anything and 
everything, but freedom to serve the truth. If Freedom is in fact 
License from all that may restrain, then great harm will result. Of 
course, if there is to be any liberty at all, to some extent there has to 
be the freedom to be wrong. But the freedom to be wrong cannot be 
absolute, for this results in a morass of slavery and ultimately death. 
The modem danger is to disconnect truth from freedom and to regard 
truth as a secondary and optional issue. Ordinary reflection shows 
that if freedom is to bring happiness to man, it has to be exercised in 
the pursuit of truth and in accord with it. The question is, then, 
where is the truth to be found, the truth which if freely attained and 
accepted will make a person and a society free? 

Jesus Christ sets forth with unambiguous clarity the answer to 
this question. The truth that will make a person and a society free is 
that truth which comes from him. “ Jesus said, If you hold to my 
teaching, you are really my disciples. Then you will know the truth, 
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and the truth will set you free.” His teaching is the truth. He reveals 
the truth and it is his truth which, when accepted, shows up truth and 
falsehood in the thought of man. Consider the history of philosophy 
and the vagaries of the thought of some of the greatest of the 
philosophers. I have often thought that if anyone wishes to have a 
sense of the darkness of the human mind then consider much of the 
history of philosophy and much of religion. For instance, on all 
counts one would have to rank German philosophers as among the 
most able, and yet the absurdity of the thought of many of them is 
clear. But once orthodox Christian truth becomes the fundamental 
perspective, then philosophy is redeemed and placed on the right 
track, and thereupon becomes a boon to human culture. The same 
applies to much of the religion of man. Christ said that if we hold to 
his teaching we shall know the truth and the truth will set us free. 
Not only does this apply to human thought, it applies to human life 
and conduct. Consider what happens when the truth revealed by 
Christ in respect to marriage and sexuality — as expounded 
authoritatively by the Church — is gradually abandoned. Society 
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becomes awash with sexual license, and death itself looms on the 
horizon. In our Gospel passage today (John 8:31-42) our Lord sets 
forth the issue in respect to freedom. The issue is to avoid sin and to 
live according to his teaching. If one chooses sin, to that extent one 
is enslaved. If one chooses to hold to his teaching and to live 
according to it, to that extent one is free. So the true liberator of the 
world is the person of Jesus, and the world will be liberated if it 
holds to the truth of his word. The true freedom for which man 
yearns is to be found in the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

Let us draw near to Christ and place ourselves in his 
company, knowing that he, the Lord of lords, welcomes us with love. 
Let us listen to his teaching as it comes to us in the teaching, the 
preaching, the life and the ministry of the Church. Let us listen and 
accept it with all our heart, resolving to live by it. It brings us 
freedom, true freedom from the only lasting form of slavery, which is 
sin. Holiness in Christ is man’s true liberation, so let us make that 


the project of life. 
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Thursday of the Fifth Week of Lent 

Entrance Antiphon Heb 9: 15 Christ is mediator of a New 
Covenant, so that by means of his death, those who are called may 
receive the promise of an eternal inheritance. 

Collect Be near, O Lord, to those who plead before you, and look 
kindly on those who place their hope in your mercy, that, cleansed 
from the stain of their sins, they may persevere in holy living and be 
made full heirs of your promise. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your 
Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Genesis 12: 3-9; Psalm 104; John 8:51-59 

Jesus said, / tell you the truth, if anyone keeps my word, he will never 
see death. At this the Jews exclaimed, Now we know that you are 
demon-possessed! Abraham died and so did the prophets, yet you say 
that if anyone keeps your word, he will never taste death. Are you 
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greater than our father Abraham? He died, and so did the prophets. 
Who do you think you are? Jesus replied, If I glorify myself, my glory 
means nothing. My Father, whom you claim as your God, is the one 
who glorifies me. Though you do not know him, I know him. If I said 
I did not, I would be a liar like you, but I do know him and keep his 
word. Your father Abraham rejoiced to see my day; he saw it and 
was glad. You are not yet fifty years old, the Jews scud to him, and 
you have seen Abraham! I tell you the truth, Jesus answered, before 
Abraham was born, I am! At this, they picked up stones to stone him, 
but Jesus hid himself slipping away from the temple grounds. 
(John 8:51-59) 

I Am! This is a tremendous passage in the Gospel, and we can 
imagine how John the Evangelist treasured these words of Christ 
over the decades of his life and relished recording them in his 
Gospel. At their heart they speak of the very person of Jesus and 
who he is. Christ lays it down that if anyone keeps his word, he will 
never see death. Let us note that here our Lord is here not saying, 
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precisely , that whoever keeps the word of God will never see death 
— although obviously that is what is implied. Jesus says, if anyone 
keeps my word, he will never see death. No prophet had said that his 
own word gives life to the one who keeps it. The prophets had time 
and again stressed that life comes from keeping the word of God. 
Man lives from every word that comes from the mouth of God. But 
our Lord applies the life-giving prerogative of God’s word to his own 
word. That is to say, what has been repeatedly said of God as the 
source of life, our Lord is saying of himself. In response to this 
daring utterance “the Jews exclaimed, Now we know that you are 
demon-possessed! Abraham died and so did the prophets, yet you say 
that if anyone keeps your word, he will never taste death. Are you 
greater than our father Abraham? He died, and so did the prophets. 
Who do you think you are?" (John 8: 51-59) That is the question man 
directs to Jesus of Nazareth from generation to generation: who do 
you think you are? Jesus replies, In what I say of myself I do not 
seek my own glory for I leave that to my heavenly Father. He is the 
one who glorifies me. Jesus in bearing witness to the truth about 
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himself is not seeking personal glory. He is humble. The truth is, 
our Lord continues, that I am the very Son of the Father whom you 
claim as your God. I know him personally, and were I not to say 
this, I would be a liar. I do know him, and I keep his word. That is 
to say, I know my heavenly Father utterly and I am entirely sinless 
before him. In all that I do I please him. We remember this is what 
the Father himself said of his Son at his baptism: This is my beloved 
Son in whom I am well pleased. 

But now, observe what our Lord then says. “Your father 
Abraham rejoiced to see my day; he saw it and was glad." What did 
he mean by these words? Their exact meaning is, of course, a little 
obscure but they immediately conveyed to “the Jews” that Jesus, a 
man in his early thirties, had actually seen Abraham, and Abraham 
had seen him. He, then, pre-existed his own human birth, and 
Abraham and he had gazed on one another. Our Lord did not deny 
their interpretation of his words. It was given to Abraham to see him 
(my day). Perhaps our Lord is also saying that Abraham saw — 
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whether in this life or in the next — his “day” as the Messiah and 
Redeemer. But then he went on to make a much bolder claim in 
respect to Abraham. Before Abraham was even born, he himself 
was! To quote him more exactly, I Am! Christ, in the presence of his 
enemies and critics, in the presence of incomprehension and very 
likely rejection, serenely and unambiguously places himself in the 
position of Yahweh God of the Old Testament. He is the one who 
revealed to Moses his own name, Yahweh, I am. He is the God who 
existed before Abraham ever was. No prophet had spoken like this, 
nor has anyone of any consequence in the history of the world. Jesus 
of Nazareth, who could challenge his critics to attempt to convict 
him of any sin, who claimed always, always, to do what pleased the 
Father, was here claiming to be the one and only God, Yahweh of the 
Old Testament. He was not claiming to be a god, but the one and 
only God who had revealed himself to Abraham and Moses. His 
critics immediately saw what was being said, and prepared to execute 
him by stoning. All through his public ministry, our Lord was 
reserved as to the nature of his own person, but the time came during 
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his public ministry and would reach its apogee during his trial before 
the high priest and the Sanhedrin, when he would with the utmost 
clarity state who he was, the Messiah and the Son of God, equal to 
the Father. Our Gospel passage today records one such occasion 
when he bore this witness. 

There is no one who can be compared with Jesus of Nazareth. 
He is the jewel of our race, the blessing beyond all blessings. In him 
is to be found the fullness of the Godhead. He is the Second divine 
Person of the Blessed Trinity. He revealed that the one God is three 
divine persons, each of whom is the one divine and infinite being. 
He, the second divine Person, became man for our salvation, and in 
doing so while retaining his own divine nature, took unto himself a 
human nature. Thus he was able to die for us all. As St Paul writes, 
Christ loved me and delivered himself up for me. Let us take our 
stand with him and give our lives to him. 
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Friday of the Fifth Week of Lent 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 31 (30): 10, 16, 18 Have mercy on me, O 
Lord, for I am in distress. Deliver me from the hands of my enemies 
and those who pursue me. O Lord, let me never be put to shame, for I 
call on you. 

Collect Pardon the offenses of your peoples, we pray, O Lord, and 
in your goodness set us free from the bonds of the sins we have 
committed in our weakness. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your 
Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

Or: O God, who in this season give your Church the grace to 

imitate devoutly the Blessed Virgin Mary in contemplating the 
Passion of Christ, grant, we pray, through her intercession, that we 
may cling more firmly each day to your Only Begotten Son and 
come at last to the fullness of his grace. Who lives and reigns with 
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 
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Scripture today : Jeremiah 20:10-13; Psalm 18:2-7; John 10:31-42 

Again the Jews picked up stones to stone him, but Jesus said to them, 
I have shown you many great miracles from the Father. For which 
of these do you stone me? We are not stoning you for any of these, 
replied the Jews, but for blasphemy, because you, a mere man, claim 
to be God. Jesus answered them, Is it not written in your Law, 7 
have said you are gods ’? If he called them ‘gods ’, to whom the word 
of God came — and the Scripture cannot be broken — what about the 
one whom the Father set apart as his very own and sent into the 
world? Why then do you accuse me of blasphemy because I said, 7 
am God’s Son ’? Do not believe me unless I do what my Father does. 
But if I do it, even though you do not believe me, believe the 
miracles, that you may know and understand that the Father is in me, 
and I in the Father. Again they tried to seize him, but he escaped 
their grasp. Then Jesus went back across the Jordan to the place 
where John had been baptising in the early days. Here he stayed 
and many people came to him. They said, Though John never 
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performed a miraculous sign, cdl that John said about this man was 
true. And in that place many believed in Jesus. (John 10:31-42) 

God’s Son One of the distinctive features of the Gospel of St 
John — and there are many things which mark this Gospel off from 
the other three (the Synoptics) — is the emphasis John gives to the 
divine claims of Jesus Christ. It was as plain as the day to all who 
saw and knew Jesus Christ that he was a man. Although there were 
certain later groups such as the Monophysites who denied that Jesus 
had a truly human nature, such a position would never have occurred 
to our Lord’s own contemporaries. He was every bit a son of man as 
they — and our Lord seems to have favoured the expression of the 
book of Daniel (and of Ezekiel) in referring to himself. He was the 
Son of Man. It was a Scriptural title which stressed the glory and yet 
the manhood of the Messiah. The humanity of Jesus was evident. 
Our Lord was vulnerable to attack and arrest — and in our passage 
today his enemies “tried to seize him, but he escaped their grasp.” He 
was heckled, and his claims were debated. The same Gospel of St 
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John shows our Lord weary from all his work. He undergoes his 
Passion and Death — all of which was the upshot of what was 
obvious to all, that he was a living man with human limits. The great 
issue was not about this, but about his claim to be the Son of God as 
well. In our Gospel text today the leaders of the Jews commence 
proceedings to stone him because he, “a mere man,” claimed “to be 
God.” Our Lord in protest says, “Why then do you accuse me of 
blasphemy because I said, ‘I am God’s Son’?” He is not claiming to 
be the Father. But the leaders saw quite clearly that even though his 
claim was to be the Son of God, it meant that he was claiming to be 
divine. Jesus Christ was claiming to be the Son of God in a sense 
absolutely unique in the history of God’s chosen people. No one, 
neither Abraham, nor Moses, nor any of the prophets or kings, had 
said this of themselves in the way Jesus said and meant it. Our Lord 
appealed to his miracles as the divine sanction on all that he had done 
and said. “ Even though you do not believe me, believe the miracles, 
that you may know and understand that the Father is in me, and I in 


the Father .” 
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This is the central fact about Jesus Christ. He, and only he, is 
the long-awaited Messiah. But he is a Messiah who utterly 
transcends all that was expected, in that he is God’s own Son. In 
Greek mythology, Heracles and other human and divine figures were 
considered to be sons of gods such as Zeus — and Zeus was 
represented as a son of another god. Alexander the Great actively 
used the title “son of Ammon-Zeus,” a title bestowed on him by 
Egyptian priests of the god Ammon. It was a title also used of 
wonder-workers. It suggested a share in the divine life of a particular 
god, and something of a share in his status. The Emperor Augustus 
was called son of a god — the god being the deified Julius Caesar. 
The case was the same with Tiberius Caesar. When certain 
representatives of the leaders came to our Lord to trap him into a 
political indiscretion by asking about the payment of taxes, our Lord 
asked them to produce a coin. Whose head is this, whose 
inscription? he asked. Now, on the front, the coin said “Tiberius 
Caesar, son of the divine Augustus.” That is how it was inscribed in 
Latin. In a Syrian imprint, it read, “Tiberius Caesar, August Son of 
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the August God” — obviously making the most of the name of his 
step-father, the deified Augustus. Of course, all these “gods” were 
limited figures who had their foibles and their strengths, their spheres 
of influence and their places in the heavenly scheme. None of them 
was remotely a parallel of Yahweh. But all this was a blasphemous 
absurdity to the chosen people of Yahweh, the one only God of all. 
There were no other gods, and of course, no sons of gods. The Jews 
hated the Roman coin, and, of course, the Roman tax. But here was 
a man, designated as the Messiah by a prophet before him (John), a 
man esteemed by the people for his holiness and his numerous 
miraculous works, claiming something never claimed before in the 
entire history of the chosen people. Jesus claimed to be, not a son of 
a god as did various notorious pagans, but the one and only Son of 
the one and only God. He makes this claim here; he made it before 
the Sanhedrin when placed under oath by the high priest; he was 
accused before Pilate of claiming this — which caused fear in Pilate; 
and he was taunted for it as he hung upon the cross. It is the greatest 


claim in the history of the world. 
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There is in Turin the much venerated Shroud of Turin, 
considered to be the burial shroud of Jesus Christ in the tomb. 
Despite counter claims, the mysterious image of the Man enwrapped 
by the shroud continues to win the awe of Popes, numerous 
scientists, various interested inquirers and countless faithful. The 
Man of the Shroud lies in his majestic dignity — solemn, powerful, 
beautiful, ineffable. He is all that we would imagine the Christ to 
be. That Man, risen and living, is God, God the Son became man 
and died for us. He has united us to himself. Let us never be 
separated from him, for his love is our life. It is not I, St Paul writes, 
but Christ who lives in me (Galatians 2:19,20). 
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Saturday of the Fifth Week of Lent 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 22 (21): 20, 7 O Lord, do not stay afar 
off; my strength, make haste to help me! For I am a worm and no 
man, scorned by everyone, despised by the people. 

Collect O God, who have made all those reborn in Christ a chosen 
race and a royal priesthood, grant us, we pray, the grace to will and 
to do what you command, that the people called to eternal life may 
be one in the faith of their hearts and the homage of their deeds. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with 
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Ezekiel 37:21-28; Jeremiah 31:10-13; 

John 11:45-56 

Therefore many of the Jews who had come to visit Mary, and had 
seen what Jesus did, put their faith in him. But some of them went to 
the Pharisees and told them what Jesus had done. Then the chief 
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priests and the Pharisees called a meeting of the Sanhedrin. What 
are we accomplishing? they asked. Here is this man performing 
many miraculous signs. If we let him go on like this, everyone will 
believe in him, and then the Romans will come and take away both 
our place and our nation. Then one of them, named Caiaphas, who 
was high priest that year, spoke up, You know nothing at cdl! You do 
not recdise that it is better for you that one man die for the people 
than that the whole nation perish. He did not say this on his own, but 
as high priest that year he prophesied that Jesus would die for the 
Jewish nation, and not only for that nation but also for the scattered 
children of God, to bring them together and make them one. So from 
that day on they plotted to take his life. Therefore Jesus no longer 
moved about publicly among the Jews. Instead he withdrew to a 
region near the desert, to a village ccdled Ephraim, where he stayed 
with his disciples. When it was almost time for the Jewish Passover, 
many went up from the country to Jerusalem for their ceremonial 
cleansing before the Passover. They kept looking for Jesus, and as 
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they stood in the temple area they asked one another, What do you 
think? Isn 7 he coming to the Feast at all? (John 11:45-56) 

The Atonement One of the most breathtaking and original 
features of the person of Jesus Christ is the understanding of his 
Passion and Death that he himself had and transmitted to his 
disciples. For the Roman Procurator, Pontius Pilate, the execution of 
Jesus of Nazareth was probably just a passing hiccup in the 
administration of his difficult territory. It would have been just one 
of many executions, although I suspect he never forgot his encounter 
with the Man he handed over to the irritating leaders and the mob 
they aroused to support them. In late 2009 Barbara Frale, an 
historian on the staff of the Vatican Secret Archives, using computer 
analysis of photography of the Shroud of Turin, believed she 
discerned the faint imprint on the Shroud of a death certificate. It 
specified the name of Jesus of Nazareth and gave the charge: inciting 
the people to revolt. This claim has been disputed by other experts, 
but the point here is that Christ’s death was understood in very 
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ordinary ways by different people. For the religious leaders who 
had been in such conflict with Jesus, and who had been repeatedly 
silenced by him in debate, they had pulled off a coup. They had got 
rid of the Man they had come to hate — although it must be 
remembered that the Sanhedrin was divided about him. Our Lord’s 
own disciples had been overwhelmed with sadness at the catastrophe. 
Jesus had died! He had been done away with — Jesus, the prophet 
mighty in word and deed before God and men! But all this was very, 
very different from the way our Lord himself had spoken of his 
death, and John the Evangelist, author of our passage today, always 
remembered what the high priest had said, which had been reported 
to him. Little did the high priest realize that he had spoken the truth 
in his crafty scheming. “ Then one of them, named Caiaplias, who 
was high priest that year, spoke up, You know nothing at all! You do 
not realise that it is better for you that one man die for the people 
than that the whole nation perish. He did not say this on his own, but 
as high priest that year he prophesied that Jesus would die for the 
Jewish nation, and not only for that nation but also for the scattered 
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children of God, to bring them together and make them one. So from 
that day on they plotted to take his life.’’'’ 

The death of Jesus Christ was a cosmic event, but it went 
unrecognized at the time and it continues to be unrecognized by very 
many. It was a cosmic event in the sense that it radically affected the 
prospects and course of humanity, and as a result it altered the 
ultimate destiny of the cosmos. We might call it the Big Bang of the 
spiritual order of the world, marking a new beginning, a new life, a 
new prospect. As the high priest inadvertently said, Jesus Christ died 
for the people of God — but also for all of God’s children. His death 
was a sacrificial offering to God on behalf of sinful humanity. 
Setting aside the fact that this is a revealed doctrine — for it comes 
from Jesus Christ himself — consider the sheer originality of it. Is 
there any other individual in all of history — Abraham, Moses, any 
of the prophets or kings, let alone any other founder of any religion 
— who made such a claim? Did it ever occur to Mahomet to regard 


his death as a sacrifice for the salvation of the whole world? This 
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would be preposterous even for Muslims. Did such a thought ever 
occur to, say, Zarathustra, or Buddha, or to any other serious 
claimant? Did the notion of it occur to any of the great philosophers? 
It was hinted at in several of the prophecies, such as that of the 
Suffering Servant predicted by Deutero-Isaiah, but it came into its 
own from the lips of Jesus. The death of Jesus Christ was taught by 
our Lord to be the linchpin of the health and flourishing of all of 
God’s creation through to eternity. It was the sacrifice that atoned 
for the sin of the world, and set mankind — and therefore creation — 
in relation to God. This was a staggering perspective on the 
sufferings, the passion and the death of a single Man, and it had no 
like in all the claims of the figures of history. The Atonement is an 
extraordinary and unique doctrine among the teachings of the 
religions of the world. This, coupled with the doctrine of the 
Incarnation, is something which we must never take for granted, or 
grow used to because of familiarity. There is an old saying which, 
sadly, is at times fulfilled, that familiarity breeds contempt. Let us 
not take for granted the Atonement by Jesus Christ. 
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Jesus Christ was born primarily to die. By his death he saved 
his people from their sins. By his sufferings he took away the sin of 
the world. This is a staggering truth, as a result of which in Jesus 
Christ, God our Creator was able to look on the world and be 
pleased. There is a further truth which is just as marvellous. It is 
that this great act of Atonement is brought sacramentally to the men 
and women of every generation by means of the Holy Eucharist, 
celebrated constantly by the Church in the person of the ordained 
priest. For this reason the Eucharist is the summit and the source of 
the Christian life both of the Church and of the Church’s members. 
Let us love the Eucharist, then! 
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Passion Sunday (Palm Sunday) 

First Form: The Procession 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Mt. 21:9 Hosanna to the Son of David, the 
King of Israel. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest 

Second Form: The Solemn Entrance (Entrance Antiphon as above) 

Third Form: The Simple Entrance 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Jn 12:1, 12-13; Ps 24 (23):9-10 Six days 
before the Passover, when the Lord came into the city of Jerusalem, 
the children ran to meet him; in their hands they carried palm 
branches and with a loud voice cried out: *Hosanna in the highest! 
Blessed are you, who have come in your abundant mercy! O gates, 
lift high your heads; grow higher, ancient doors. Let him enter, the 
king of glory! Who is this king of glory? He, the Lord of hosts, he is 
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the king of glory. Hosanna in the highest! Blessed are you, who have 
come in your abundant mercy! 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, who as an example of humility 
for the human race to follow caused our Saviour to take flesh and 
submit to the Cross, graciously grant that we may heed his lesson of 
patient suffering and so merit a share in his Resurrection. Who lives 
and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever 
and ever. 

Scripture today : Matthew 21:1-11 (Entrance Gospel); Isaiah 50:4-7; 

Psalm 21; Philippians 2:6-11; Matthew 26:14-27:66 

4 .s' they approached Jerusalem and came to Bethphage on the Mount 
of Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, saying to them, Go to the village 
ahead of you, and at once you will find a donkey tied there, with her 
colt by her. Untie them and bring them to me. If anyone says 
anything to you, tell him that the Lord needs them, and he will send 
them right away. This took place to fulfil what was spoken through 
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the prophet: Say to the Daughter of Zion, ‘See, your king comes to 
you, gentle and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey. ’ 
The disciples went and did as Jesus had instructed them. They 
brought the donkey and the colt, placed their cloaks on them, and 
Jesus sat on them. A very large crowd spread their cloaks on the 
road, while others cut branches from the trees and spread them on 
the road. The crowds that went ahead of him and those that followed 
shouted, Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is he who comes in 
the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest! When Jesus entered 
Jerusalem, the whole city was stirred and asked, Who is this? The 
crowds answered, This is Jesus, the prophet from Nazareth in 
Gcdilee. (Matthew 21:1-11 Entrance procession Gospel) 

Suffering King Our Gospel passage is that of the Palm Sunday 
procession before the beginning of Mass (Matt 21:1-11). It narrates 
our Lord’s triumphant entry into Jerusalem as the Messiah King, and 
is followed during the Mass by St Matthew’s Gospel account of the 
passion and death of our Lord. As the long awaited Messiah, he 
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entered the holy city so beloved by God, in order to die for his people 
and for all mankind. He entered amid acclaim in order to die amid 
rejection, and by his obedience amid that rejection he would fulfil his 
messianic mission. Between five and six centuries before, the 
prophet we now call Deutero-Isaiah had foretold that the Messiah 
would be God’s Suffering Servant. He would fulfil God’s plan for 
his people and for the world by his obedient suffering: “/ offered my 
back to those who struck me, my cheeks to those who tore at my 
beard; I did not cover my face against insult and spittle .” (Isaiah 50). 
Our Lord was entering the City as its promised King, “humble and 
riding on a donkey” as Zechariah (ch.9) had foretold, to follow this 
divinely ordained path and so enter his glory. Thus he opened the 
door to glory for all who choose to believe in him. As he told 
Pontius Pilate, his messianic kingship was of God and not of this 
world. He did not use armies to gain his triumphs. His weapon was 
obedient suffering, humiliation, the Cross. By contrast, let our 
imagination pass to the region of Arabia east of Jerusalem. We are 
six hundred years after Christ, and we find ourselves in the city 
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Mecca, long regarded as holy because of its sacred black stone in the 
temple of Kaaba. Muhammad is marching on this, his own native 
city with an army of 10,000, and the leading citizens come out to 
meet him and formally submit to his authority. He enters and 
imposes Islam as the religion of the city. How different was the way 
of Isaiah’s prophecies and their fulfilment in Christ from the way of 
the conquering Muhammad! Christ enters the holy city of Jerusalem 
as Messiah to die for the sins of mankind, and within three days of 
his death he rises bodily to a new life. Muhammad enters the holy 
city of Mecca, and two years later dies back in his adopted city of 
Medina. The dust of his remains still lie there. 

The entry of Christ into the holy city of Jerusalem reminds us 
of many things, but two in particular. Firstly, we are reminded that 
Jesus of Nazareth is God’s promised Messiah for the whole of 
mankind. He is the one who brings salvation to all. He is the one in 
whom mankind is called to place its hopes. Whatever be the hopes 
man places in this or that kingdom or utopia, the one hope that will 
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not disappoint is his hope in Christ. As Jesus makes his way humbly 
seated on the donkey to the acclaim of those who accompany him, let 
us also acclaim him in our hearts. He, risen from the dead, is the 
Lord of all lords and the King of all kings. To him has been given all 
authority in heaven and on earth. Let not our hopes be like many of 
those who acclaimed him as he entered his city. Let our hopes lie 
entirely in him and in what he offers. He offers life in abundance, 
the gift of holiness, a share in eternal life here on earth and forever in 
heaven. He offers the grace to live in him always. Let us resolve to 
place our hope in his very person, asking him to guide us to a true 
and generous following in his footsteps, and to keep us from all other 
paths. He alone is our King, and he is the King we bear witness to 
before all others in our everyday life. That is the first point. The 
second follows upon it. Christ, on entering Jerusalem, will reveal the 
true path to glory. We remember Christ’s rebuke to Simon Peter 
who wished to dissuade him from the path of suffering. Christ said 
to him, “Get behind me, you Satan!” Mysteriously, the path to true 
glory lies in the renunciation of earthly glory. As St Paul writes in 
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his Letter to the Philippians (ch 2), Christ’s “state was divine” yet he 
“emptied himself to assume the condition of a slave, and became as 
men are” and “humbler yet, even to accepting death, death on a 
cross.” That is the divinely ordained path to true glory, and if any one 
wishes to be his disciple he must deny himself, take up his cross 
every day and follow him. Christ is our Light and his way is very 
different from that of the world. 

So then, what to do? Let us in spirit accompany Jesus as he 
makes his way gently and humbly, yet fully conscious of the King 
and Lord that he is, and of the boundless significance of what he is 
about to do. We accompany him, praying to have the grace to love 
him fully and to accompany him to the end. Let us ask for the grace 
to follow in his footsteps in everyday life, doing the will of God in 
our daily duties, and being glad in our stead to suffer in union with 
Jesus if God so pleases. 
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Monday of Holy Week 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 35 (34): 1-2; 140 (139): 8 Contend, O 
Lord, with my contenders; fight those who fight me. Take up your 
buckler and shield; arise in my defence, Lord, my mighty help. 

Collect Grant, we pray, almighty God, that, though in our 
weakness we fail, we may be revived through the Passion of your 
Only Begotten Son. Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Isaiah 42:1-7; Psalm 26; John 12:1-11 

Six days before the Passover, Jesus arrived at Bethany, where 
Lazarus lived, whom Jesus had raised from the dead. Here a dinner 
was given in Jesus ’ honour. Martha served, while Lazarus was 
among those reclining at the table with him. Then Mary took about a 
pint of pure nard, an expensive perfume; she poured it on Jesus ’feet 
and wiped his feet with her hear. And the house was filled with the 
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fragrance of the perfume. But one of his disciples, Judas Iscariot, 
who was later to betray him, objected, Why wasn 7 this perfume sold 
and the money given to the poor? It was worth a year’s wages. He 
did not say this because he cared about the poor but because he was 
a thief; as keeper of the money bag, he used to help himself to what 
was put into it. Leave her cdone, Jesus replied. It was intended that 
she should save this perfume for the day of my buried. You will 
edways have the poor among you, but you will not edways have me. 
Meanwhile a large crowd of Jews found out that Jesus was there and 
came, not only because of him but cdso to see Lazarus, whom he had 
raised from the dead. So the chief priests made plans to kill Lazarus 
as well, for on account of him many of the Jews were going over to 
Jesus and putting their faith in him. (John 12:1-11) 

Mary and Judas There are several actors on the stage of our 
Gospel scene today. There is Jesus, there is Lazarus whom Jesus had 
raised from the dead, and there are Martha and Mary the sisters of 
Lazarus. There is also Judas. Finally there are the crowds and the 
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chief priests. I think we could say that apart from Jesus, the two 
main ones are Mary the sister of Lazarus and Judas who would 
betray him. Let us consider what each of these two do in respect to 
Jesus, and what their actions suggest. The context of our scene is a 
banquet put on in Jesus’ honour, probably in the home of Lazarus 
and his two sisters, for we are told that Martha is serving. Jesus had 
worked an astounding public miracle, calling his friend Lazarus forth 
from the tomb after Lazarus had been dead four days. Mary enters 
holding a quantity of “pure nard,” a very expensive perfume and 
goes with it before Jesus. She pours it all out on his feet and wipes 
his feet with her hair. What is she doing? She is doing all she can to 
honour him. In her eyes, there is no one l ik e him on earth. He is 
beyond compare and in her action we surely see the action of the 
Church of the ages to come. Jesus Christ is not just the greatest of 
teachers of religion, he is not just the greatest of prophets, he is not 
just the one who has exercised the greatest of miraculous powers. He 
is the Lord. He is God, God the Son become man and as such is to 
be worshipped. No other man, no other person in all of history is to 
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be worshipped even though many of the great have arrogated to 
themselves this divine prerogative. The full sense of this would 
come home to his disciples especially after his resurrection from the 
dead, and we see a great instance of this in the response of Thomas 
when the risen Christ showed him his wounds. “My Lord and my 
God!” he cried. Our Gospel scene today, occurring not long before 
his Passion, constitutes a pointer to it. Mary’s action embodies and 
symbolizes the worship that is due to Christ. 

By contrast we have the response of Judas, one of the Twelve. 
He had been privileged to be called to be one of Christ’s constant 
companions, to be with him and to be sent out to preach. Christ had 
called him to be one of the twelve foundations stones of his Church 
which would be the bearer of his Kingdom. He had been blessed 
with the unique calling to be an intimate of Christ and to see for 
himself the grandeur of his person. Mary saw it, Judas became blind 
to it. What was the difference between the two? Mary loved Jesus, 
Judas had gradually lost his love for him and became culpably blind 
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to who he was. In our Gospel scene today (John 12:1-11) we see 
how greatly disaffected Judas had become and we sense also the 
gentleness and tact with which our Lord had treated this traitor 
within his own company. At the time of our Lord’s announcement of 
the doctrine of the Eucharist at Capernaum (John 6) when so many of 
his disciples left him, our Lord said that one of his chosen was a 
“devil”, and John informs us that he was referring to Judas. Here, 
when Judas sees the perfume being poured over the feet of Christ, he 
grumbles. He appears to dislike Christ and to resent honour being 
accorded him. His attitude is, we might say, an enormity and it is 
cloaked in a hypocritical interest in the poor. Christ corrects him and 
insists on the appropriateness of this action for him by one of his 
disciples, and his correction appears to be the trigger occasioning 
Judas’s final apostasy. The person of Christ is at the centre of this 
scene and of Christian discipleship, and by her action Mary 
acknowledges this. Judas resents Christ being at the centre and 
criticizes the honour accorded him. By abandoning Christ he loses 
all. In this whole sequence of events we are surely reminded that 
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Jesus is at the pinnacle and at the heart of the world, and that life is to 
be found not just in his teaching, but more fundamentally in his 
person. He is the object of our worship and love, and we show our 
love and worship of him by living according to his word. 

Let us linger in the thought of Mary’s action of pouring her 
most precious nard over the feet of Jesus and wiping them with her 
hair. That is the attitude we ought bring to all our activities during 
life. All our actions, all our efforts to fulfil our daily duties ought be 
informed with the attitude of Mary. Whatever we do ought be done 
for Jesus as the Lord. He is the Lord of our life, and all that we do 
ought be done in order that he be glorified and honoured the more. 
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Tuesday of Holy Week 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 27 (26): 12 Do not leave me to the will 
of my foes, O Lord, for false witnesses rise up against me and they 
breathe out violence. 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, grant us so to celebrate the 
mysteries of the Lord's Passion that we may merit to receive your 
pardon. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. 

Scripture today : Isaiah 49:1-6; Psalm 71:1-2, 3-4a, 5ab-6ab, 15, 17; 
John 13:21-33.36-38 

After he had said this, Jesus was troubled in spirit and testified, I tell 
you the truth, one of you is going to betray me. His disciples stared 
at one another, at a loss to know which of them he meant. One of 
them, the disciple whom Jesus loved, was reclining next to him. 
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Simon Peter motioned to this disciple and said, Ask him which one he 
means. Leaning back against Jesus, he asked him, Lord, who is it? 
Jesus answered, It is the one to whom I will give this piece of bread 
when I have dipped it in the dish. Then, dipping the piece of bread, 
he gave it to Judas Iscariot, son of Simon. As soon as Judas took the 
bread, Satan entered into him. What you are about to do, do quickly, 
Jesus told him, but no-one at the meed understood why Jesus said this 
to him. Since Judas had charge of the money, some thought Jesus 
was telling him to buy what was needed for the Feast, or to give 
something to the poor. As soon as Judas had taken the bread, he 
went out. And it was night. When he was gone, Jesus said, Now is 
the Son of Man glorified and God is glorified in him. If God is 
glorified in him, God will glorify the Son in himself, and will glorify 
him at once. My children, 1 will be with you only a little longer. You 
will look for me, and just as I told the Jews, so 1 tell you now: Where 
I am going, you cannot come. Simon Peter asked him, Lord, where 
are you going? Jesus replied, Where 1 am going, you cannot follow 
now, but you will follow later. Peter asked, Lord, why can 7 I follow 
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you now? I will lay down my life for you. Then Jesus answered, Will 
you really lay down your life for me? I tell you the truth, before the 
cock crows, you will disown me three times! (John 13: 21-33.36-38) 

Christ’s Choice Islam rejects the whole notion of Christ’s Cross, 
considering that it is against reason for Allah to save man through 
such a means. It regards as defying logic the notion that in God’s 
plan Christ “had” to suffer. It is senseless that one who could raise 
the dead and heal all illnesses would willingly submit to such a death 
and fail to put an end to those who sought to put an end to him. 
Therefore Christ the prophet could not have been crucified — it had 
to be someone else. So thinks Islam, and so indeed, I suppose we 
could say, runs natural wisdom. The Cross of Christ, as St Paul puts 
it, is foolishness to the world but in reality it is the power of God. 
This is at the heart of Christ’s revelation, and so is at the core of the 
Christian Way. Let us consider the attitude of Christ as it is 
presented in our Gospel today. Christ is engaged in his Last Supper 
with his disciples and a great burden presses on his heart. He is 
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“troubled in spirit” because one of his very own, one to whom he 
gave his friendship, one whom he called to be part of his life and 
mission in an altogether special degree, has turned against him and is 
to betray him. He knew all this with crystal clarity and yet he has not 
expelled Judas from his company. He does not take back his gift. 
Judas had been progressively disliking the gift and is preparing to 
cast it out of his life in exchange for something else. But Christ 
continues to accept his presence, and here at the last moments he not 
only shares with his beloved disciples his burden, but in the process 
undoubtedly intends to invite Judas to think again of what he is 
doing. He loves Judas and for this reason he had given to Judas his 
vocation as an apostle. Christ is confidentially asked by John his 
beloved disciple, Who is it to whom you are referring? Our Lord 
indicates who it is by his gesture of offering Judas the morsel of 
dipped bread. I tend to imagine our Lord offering the bread with a 
gentle smile as a final invitation of friendship and as an invitation to 
turn back from his sinful and catastrophic course (John 13: 


21-33.36-38). 
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The point, though, is that our Lord does not himself turn back 
from the suffering that is coming upon him. He does not publicly 
expose Judas and outwit and foil his enemies — as he could so easily 
have done. He advances towards his sufferings and freely embraces 
them. How mysterious and how contrary to the wisdom of the 
world! It is understandable that Islam rejects it. But such was the 
path the Father laid out for his divine Son. Thus he would take away 
the sin of the world — not by a mere divine decree but by God 
himself suffering for sin in his human nature. And so the Last 
Supper continues. As soon as he offers Judas the piece of bread 
Christ sees that Satan enters him. Judas has accepted Satan and has 
turned his back on him. All this was clear before the profound gaze 
of the Lord. Nothing more could now be done. Judas has placed 
himself in the camp of the prince of this world. So Jesus directs 
Judas to do quickly what he is to do. He no longer has a place during 
this the first Mass when Holy Communion would be offered. He is 
in mortal sin. The tone of voice and the manner of saying this, 
suggests to those who hear Christ that he is simply directing Judas to 
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get something for the Feast or to give something to the poor. Christ 
is allowing and indeed embracing his course of suffering. Could 
Judas clearly see that Christ understood exactly what he was about? 
We are not explicitly told in this account, but in Matthew’s Gospel, 
Christ intimates to Judas that he knows (Matt 26:25). So he left the 
Lord and went out into the night, a night of utter darkness within 
him. Christ had said that he was the Light of the world and that the 
one who refused to walk with him walked in the darkness. Judas was 
now in the darkness. But let us here keep our gaze on Christ and the 
path he was treading. It was the path of the Cross. He did not flee it. 
He did not reject it. He did not simply accept it as an unavoidable set 
of circumstances. He embraced it. Mysteriously it was the divine 
path to glory and he was blazing the trail ahead of us. 

Where he has gone we are invited to follow. We ought pray 
to the Holy Spirit for the grace to see the place of the Cross in the 
divine plan. The path he trod, we for love of him are called to tread. 
By our baptism we are placed by God in Christ as he goes freely to 
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his Passion and Death, and we come forth from our baptism sharing 
in his risen life. It means dying to sin daily and living for God, and 
doing so in Christ Jesus. This living for God is life in Christ and 
according to his way. It is the path to glory. Let us choose that path 
daily. 


■<b»©®dv 





634 


Wednesday of Holy Week 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Phil 2: 10, 8, 11 At the name of Jesus, 
every knee should bend of those in heaven and on the earth and 
under the earth, for the Lord became obedient to death, death on a 
cross: therefore Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Lather. 

Collect O God, who willed your Son to submit for our sake to the 
yoke of the Cross, so that you might drive from us the power of the 
enemy, grant us, your servants, to attain the grace of the resurrection. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with 
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Isaiah 50:4-9; Psalm 69:8-10, 21-22, 31 and 33-34; 
Matthew 26:14-25 

Then one of the Twelve — the one called Judas Iscariot — went to 
the chief priests and asked, What are you willing to give me if I hand 
him over to you? So they counted out for him thirty silver coins. 
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From then on Judas watched for an opportunity to hand him over. 
On the first day of the Feast of Unleavened Bread, the disciples came 
to Jesus and asked, Where do you want us to make preparations for 
you to eat the Passover? He replied, Go into the city to a certain man 
and tell him, 'The Teacher says: My appointed time is near. I am 
going to celebrate the Passover with my disciples at your house. ’ So 
the disciples did as Jesus had directed them and prepared the 
Passover. When evening came, Jesus was reclining at the table with 
the Twelve. And while they were eating, he said, I tell you the truth, 
one of you will betray me. They were very sad and began to say to 
him one after the other, Surely not I, Lord? Jesus replied, The one 
who has dipped his hand into the bowl with me will betray me. The 
Son of Man will go just as it is written about him. But woe to that 
man who betrays the Son of Man! It would be better for him if he had 
not been born. Then Judas, the one who would betray him, said, 
Surely not I, Rabbi? Jesus answered, They are your own words. 


(Matthew 26:14-25) 
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Triumph Through Betrayal Once again, our Gospel passage 
today places before us the figures of Jesus on the one hand and Judas 
on the other. The account opens with Judas going to the chief priests 
and asking “what will you give me if I hand him over to you?” They 
gave him thirty silver coins. Let us place ourselves in the mind of 
Judas as he forms his plan and approaches the chief priests. A great 
corruption of his heart and person is occurring. He is turning away 
from the Lord of life and doing so with full freedom. Nothing has 
forced him to come to this pass. He has been tempted by Satan, just 
as Christ was tempted at the beginning of his public ministry and 
presumably on other occasions. Undoubtedly Satan tempted others 
of our Lord’s disciples, and we remember how during the Last 
Supper our Lord told Simon that Satan had sifted him like wheat. 
Christ could see with the utmost clarity what had been going on 
around him, both among his choicest disciples and among the people. 
Some time before, in the synagogue of Capernaum, our Lord had 
announced publicly that his flesh was to be eaten and his blood was 
to be drunk and that this was to be the path to possessing eternal life. 
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Very many of his disciples then left him and he could see that among 
the Twelve there was a change. “One of you is a devil”, he said to 
the Twelve. Judas had his failings and was giving in to them — he 
stole from the common purse, we are told. But Fulton Sheen, the 
great American preacher, intellectual, and writer, once said that 
Judas’s departure from Christ began not with his pilfering from the 
common purse, but from his rejection of Christ’s teaching on the 
Eucharist. Yes, Judas was being tempted, and he was consenting to 
the temptation. Satan had striven to disaffect our Lord’s closest 
associates and he was having signal success with one of them. The 
example of Judas shows that Satan is, as St Peter writes in one of his 
Letters, like a lion seeking to devour his prey. His object is to lure, 
to trap and then to destroy. Judas allowed himself to be undone and 
ruined. 


Our prayerful gaze turns to Jesus who is fully aware of what 
is happening within his own circle. How did Jesus know these 
things? He did not have informants. By his profound human 
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intelligence and his divine gaze he could see the hearts of men and he 
knew the frightful consequences of sin for his very own. He had 
chosen Judas and loved him, and solemnly warned the group “The 
Son of Man will go just as it is written about him. But woe to that 
man who betrays the Son of Man! It would be better for him if he had 
not been born.” At the last, he even took the step of warning Judas 
himself: “ Then Judas, the one who would betray him, said, Surely 
not I, Rabbi? Jesus answered, They are your own words” (Matthew 
26:14-25). However, it was done. The next point to remember is 
that this entire tragedy was taken into account by the divine plan. 
Satan had pulled off his victory by corrupting even one of the 
Twelve and orchestrating the capture and death of his great Enemy, 
the Holy One of God, as the demons had called him. But God, from 
the apparent ruins would draw an immense victory for the world. In 
all the distress that our Lord displays at the course Judas had chosen 
to follow, he manifests his serene awareness that despite the trail of 
sin all is, as we might say, according to plan. But it is God’s plan, 
not any human plan. Our Lord’s appointed time was near. His hour 
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was approaching and the salvation of the world was at hand. It 
would be accomplished within the very circumstances set in motion 
by Satan, by Judas, by the chief priests and all those who rejected 
him and his message and who wanted to do away with him. What an 
extraordinary surprise in the history of the world! Who would have 
imagined or conceived of such a method of salvation! Who would 
have imagined that One would appear with the mission of taking 
away the sin of the world, and then of achieving this precisely 
through betrayal, rejection, a horrible passion and death and the 
seeming triumph of sinners! But such was the surprise of God. 

Let us make our choice, in our hearts, as we gaze on the scene 
of our Gospel. Let us take our stand with Jesus and give our hearts 
and our loyalty to him. Let us resolve to follow his way, asking for 
the grace to go the whole distance with him. Let us resolve to reject 
all temptations to prefer other things to him, no matter how small. 
Judas preferred the silver coins. Let us never allow ourselves in the 
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slightest sense to be following such a paltry path. Christ and Christ 
alone is our choice. 
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Holy Thursday — Mass of the Lord’s Supper 

At the Evening Mass Entrance Antiphon Cf. Gal 6: 14 We 
should glory in the Cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, in whom is our 
salvation, life and resurrection, through whom we are saved and 
delivered. 

Collect O God, who have called us to participate in this most 
sacred Supper, in which your Only Begotten Son, when about to 
hand himself over to death, entrusted to the Church a sacrifice new 
for all eternity, the banquet of his love, grant, we pray, that we may 
draw from so great a mystery, the fullness of charity and of life. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with 
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Exodus 12:1-8.11-14; Psalm 116; 


1 Corinthians 11:23-26; John 13:1-15 
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It was just before the Passover Feast. Jesus knew that the time had 
come for him to leave this world and go to the Father. Having loved 
his own who were in the world, he now showed them the full extent of 
his love. The evening meal was being served, and the devil had 
cdready prompted Judas Iscariot, son of Simon, to betray Jesus. 
Jesus knew that the Father had put cdl things under his power, and 
that he had come from God and was returning to God; so he got up 
from the meed, took off his outer clothing, and wrapped a towel 
round his waist. After that, he poured water into a basin and began 
to wash his disciples ’ feet, drying them with the towel that was 
wrapped round him. He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, 
Lord, are you going to wash my feet? Jesus replied, You do not 
reedise now what I am doing, but later you will understand. No, said 
Peter, you shall never wash my feet. Jesus answered, Unless I wash 
you, you have no part with me. Then, Lord, Simon Peter replied, not 
just my feet but my hands and my head as well! Jesus answered, A 
person who has had a bath needs only to wash his feet; his whole 
body is clean. And you are clean, though not every one of you. For 
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he knew who was going to betray him, and that was why he said not 
every one was clean. When he had finished washing their feet, he put 
on his clothes and returned to his place. Do you understand what l 
have done for you? he asked them. You call me ‘Teacher’ and 
‘Lord’, and rightly so, for that is what I am. Now that I, your Lord 
and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also should wash one 
another’s feet. I have set you an example that you should do as I 
have done for you. (John 13:1-15) 

A Humble Lord Our Gospel scene today tells us many things 
about Jesus and about God, but I would especially like to highlight 
one or two. Let us begin by thinking of the very titles that our Lord 
accepts from his disciples. He tells them that he is their Lord and 
their Teacher. “You call me ‘Teacher’ and ‘Lord’, and rightly so, for 
that is what I am.” The title “Lord” is especially significant. As 
Messiah he was their King, the King who was to come. But more, 
John the Baptist had testified that he was the Son of God, and Simon 
Peter when asked by our Lord who they, his own disciples, said he 
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was, professed that he, Jesus, was the Messiah and the Son of the 
Living God. He was the Lord, and Thomas, after Jesus rose from the 
dead and appeared before him, exclaimed, “My Lord and my God!” 
So Jesus was their very Lord and it was thus that his disciples 
addressed him. As the Lord, he was also their Teacher. We 
remember when our Lord was transfigured on the Mount, the Father 
said of him that he was his own Son, and that they were to listen to 
him. He, his divine Son, was their Teacher. When many of his 
disciples left him after he taught the doctrine of the Eucharist in the 
synagogue of Capernaum (John 6), our Lord asked the Twelve if 
they too were going. Simon Peter answered, "'Lord to whom would 
we go? You have the words of eternal life, and we believe.'’’’ He was 
their Lord and their Teacher. Even then, though, one was turning 
away — Judas. Our Lord said, “Have I not chosen you? And yet one 
of you is a devil!” Christ is at the pinnacle of mankind and he 
possesses all authority and power, being addressed as Lord and 
Teacher. These titles he accepts, but he uses his power and authority 
humbly and gently, winning the allegiance of men by the witness of 
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the truth. But now, look at his actions! He bends down and humbly 
washes the feet of his disciples, and insisting that he do this. Simon 
Peter objects, and Christ replies that communion with him requires 
that he be allowed to wash their feet. 

This action is surely of immense significance for our very 
image of God. When God called Abraham to leave his country and 
do as he was bidden, God acts as, we might say, the High and Mighty 
One who loves the one he has called. He commands, and his chosen 
one obeys. God loves but as one who is very much the Lord. He 
calls Moses to him and treats him as, we are told in Exodus, one 
treats a friend. Still, He is the Lord God who commands. We notice 
a progressive revelation of God’s love in the prophets, and God 
speaks of himself as the husband of his people, ever forgiving and 
ever awaiting the fidelity of his spouse. It is as if God is 
progressively descending to the level of his people, coming down to 
them as he helps them to understand his love. But in Christ he puts 
aside his glory, as St Paul writes, and becomes as men are, and 
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humbler still, even to death on a cross. He actually becomes man. 
The extraordinary humility of God is being revealed. This is a very 
different image of God from that of the Allah of Islam. Our Lord 
told his disciples that he who sees me, sees the Father. The Father 
and I are one, he said. St Paul writes of Jesus that he is the image of 
the unseen God. Well then, in our Gospel passage today our Lord 
“got up from the meal, took off his outer clothing, and wrapped a 
towel round his waist. After that, he poured water into a basin and 
began to wash his disciples ’feet, drying them with the towel that was 
wrapped round him ” (John 13:1-15). Let us remember that it is the 
divine Son of the living God who is doing this, Yahweh God the Son. 
The God who called Abraham out of his own land, the God who 
summoned Moses in the Burning Bush and sent him to lead the 
children of Israel out of slavery, the God who spoke on various 
occasions through his prophets, this same God — though not God the 
Father — bent down to wash his disciples’ feet. This is what God is 
like. As the Lord and the Teacher he is humble and full of love. 
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Just as Jesus was, so is the Father, and both Father and Son do 
what they do by the power of the Holy Spirit. Christ came to serve 
and he serves humbly. In this he reveals the Father. So the Father is 
the God who serves and saves humbly. The spirit of all this is the 
divine Spirit of God. So there we have it. That is what God is like, 
and our Lord tells us that we should act in like manner with one 
another and with all others. God washes our feet, and so we should 
do the same with others. By the grace of the Holy Spirit let us strive 
every day to be like the one only God who has revealed himself in 
his Son, Jesus Christ. 
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Good Friday 

Prayer Remember your mercies, O Lord, and with your eternal 
protection sanctify your servants, for whom Christ your Son, by the 
shedding of his Blood, established the Paschal Mystery. Who lives 
and reigns for ever and ever. 

Or: O God, who by the Passion of Christ your Son, our Lord, 

abolished the death inherited from ancient sin by every succeeding 
generation, grant that just as, being conformed to him, we have borne 
by the law of nature the image of the man of earth, so by the 
sanctification of grace we may bear the image of the Man of heaven. 
Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Scripture : Isaiah 52:13- 53:12; Psalm 31; 

Hebrews 4:14-16.5:7-9; John 18:1-19:42 

So Pilate went back into the Praetorium and summoned Jesus and 


said to him, “Are you the King of the Jews?” Jesus answered, “Do 
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you say this on your own or have others told you about me? ” Pilate 
answered, “I am not a Jew, am I? Your own nation and the chief 
priests handed you over to me. What have you done?’’ Jesus 
answered, “My kingdom does not belong to this world. If my 
kingdom did belong to this world, my attendants would be fighting to 
keep me from being handed over to the Jews. But as it is, my 
kingdom is not here. ” So Pilate said to him, “Then you are a king? ” 
Jesus answered, “You say I am a king. For this I was born and for 
this I came into the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone who 
belongs to the truth listens to my voice. ” Pilate said to him, “What 
is truth?” When he had said this, he again went out to the Jews and 
said to them, “I find no guilt in him. But you have a custom that I 
release one prisoner to you at Passover. Do you want me to release 
to you the King of the Jews? ” They cried out again, “Not this one but 
Barabbas! ” Now Barabbas was a revolutionary. Then Pilate took 
Jesus and had him scourged. And the soldiers wove a crown out of 
thorns and placed it on his head, and clothed him in a purple cloak, 
and they came to him and said, “Hail, King of the Jews! ” And they 
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struck him repeatedly. Once more Pilate went out and said to them, 
“Look, I am bringing him out to you, so that you may know that I 
find no guilt in him. ” So Jesus came out, wearing the crown of thorns 
and the purple cloak. And he said to them, “Behold, the man!” 
When the chief priests and the guards saw him they cried out, 
“Crucify him, crucify him!” Pilate said to them, “Take him 
yourselves and crucify him. I find no guilt in him. ” The Jews 
answered, “We have a law, and according to that law he ought to 
die, because he made himself the Son of God.” (John 18:1-19:42, 
part thereof) 

The Sovereign Christ St Thomas Aquinas writes that the Passion 
and Death of Christ offers lessons for all aspects of the Christian life, 
and indeed for any life. On Palm Sunday and on Good Friday, the 
Church publicly reads the entire account of the Passion of Christ, but 
those two days ought not to be the only occasions we read this 
account. A very good practice would be over the course of Lent each 
year, which is to say between Ash Wednesday and, perhaps, Palm 



651 


Sunday, to read slowly and prayerfully each of the four Gospel 
accounts of the Passion and Death of Christ. The account that is read 
publicly on Good Friday is that of St John. Let us notice 
immediately how, with such a terrible series of sufferings enveloping 
him, Jesus appears to be free and sovereign. Consider the way he 
speaks to Pilate, the representative of the vast Roman Empire and the 
one who, in his own words, has the power to spare his life or to put 
an end to it. Christ is serene, respectful but altogether sovereign. As 
we think of the course of mankind’s turbulent history, we also think 
of the immense number of human lives that have been simply lost. 
Vast numbers have died by the sword, vast numbers in natural 
disasters or whatever. Waves of adverse circumstances have rolled 
over untold numbers of persons and their lives have been simply 
washed away, as if in some irresistible tidal wave that ebbs and flows 
taking with it whatever is within its reach. But Christ did not simply 
lose his life and succumb to circumstances and sufferings. He was 
sovereignly free at every point, and we gain a sense of this in the 
account of the passion in Gospel of St John. Christ offered his life. 



652 


He did not lose it. He freely gave it. His suffering and his death was 
a freely chosen gift of himself and it was made on our behalf. As St 
Paul writes in one of his Letters, Christ loved me — me\ — and gave 
himself up for me — for me! Man refused to give himself in 
obedience to God. Christ, on our behalf, freely gave himself in 
obedience to the will of the Father and did so unto death. In his 
sufferings he was burdened with the sins of us all and he embraced 
this freely. 

What this reveals is that suffering and death is not just a sad 
and helpless loss of all that is precious. In Christ it can be a very 
great gain. The key to it is not just suffering and dying, but doing so 
with Christ and, as St Paul puts it, with his mind. Let this mind be in 
you that was in Christ Jesus, he writes. Let us observe the principal 
reason for Christ being delivered up to his Passion. It was because of 
who he claimed to be. He was handed over to Pilate by the chief 
priests and the Sanhedrin as one who claimed to be the King of the 
Jews. It was a title our Lord had never used because of its political 
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connotations, but its Scriptural expression was the Messiah. That, 
indeed, Christ claimed to be. He was the Messiah, the King long 
foretold by the prophets. The kingship of the Messiah is that given 
to him by God and to be exercised in God’s kingdom, the Kingdom 
of heaven. It was a kingdom in this world but not of it. That is 
exactly what our Lord sovereignly explains to the uncomprehending 
Roman procurator. “Are you the King of the Jews?” Jesus answered, 
“My kingdom does not belong to this world. If my kingdom did 
belong to this world, my attendants would be fighting to keep me 
from being handed over to the Jews. But as it is, my kingdom is not 
here.” So Pilate said to him, “Then you are a king?” Jesus answered, 
“You say I am a king. For this I was bom and for this I came into the 
world, to testify to the truth. Everyone who belongs to the truth 
listens to my voice.” The truth that our Lord came into the world to 
reveal was above all the truth about himself, and the redemption to 
be found by, and in union with him. That redemption was 
established precisely by his bearing witness to this saving truth in the 
midst of sufferings. His sufferings were heaped upon him because of 
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his witness to the truth. The truth he revealed was that he is the 
Messiah — the Christ — the Son of God and the Redeemer of man. 
Pilate turned to his accusers and said, “ Take him yourselves and 
crucify him. I find no guilt in him” The Jews answered, “We have a 
law, and according to that law he ought to die, because he made 
himself the Son of God” (John 18:1-19:42). Christ has transformed 
suffering and death from being a mere loss to being now a life-giving 
means of bearing witness to his truth. 

Let us resolve to look on suffering and death with the mind of 
Christ and to approach it in union with him. Let us look on it as the 
means of showing to God our Father that we accept all that he has 
revealed through his Son our Lord Jesus Christ. The rock of our life 
is Christ and all that he has revealed as it comes to us in the 
preaching, teaching, life and ministry of his Church. If we walk in 
his footsteps, living according to his truth obediently whatever be the 
cost, we shall share his glory. 
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Holy Saturday Morning 

On Holy Saturday the Church waits at the Lord’s tomb, meditating 
on his suffering and death. The altar in the church is left bare, and 
the sacrifice of the Mass is not celebrated. Only after the solemn 
Vigil at night, held in anticipation of the resurrection, does the Easter 
celebration begin, with a spirit of joy that overflows into the 
following period of fifty days. 

Possible scripture for today : One might reflect on John 19:8-42 

(After Jesus had died) Joseph of Arimathea asked Pilate for the body 
of Jesus. Now Joseph was a disciple of Jesus, but secretly because he 
feared the Jews. With Pilate's permission, he came and took the body 
away. He was accompanied by Nicodemus, the man who earlier had 
visited Jesus at night. Nicodemus brought a mixture of myrrh and 
aloes, about seventy-five pounds. Taking Jesus' body, the two of them 
wrapped it, with the spices, in strips of linen. This was in accordance 
with Jewish buried customs. At the place where Jesus was crucified, 



656 


there was a garden, and in the garden a new tomb, in which no-one 
had ever been laid. Because it was the Jewish day of Preparation 
and since the tomb was near by, they laid Jesus there. 
(John 19:38-42) 

Success and Failure Alexander the Great’s conclusion to his siege 
of Tyre in 332 BC was gruesome. He is said to have personally 
taken part in the attack on the resolute city, fighting from the top of a 
siege tower. Once his troops forced their way through and over the 
walls, they quickly captured the city. According to Quintus Curtius 
Rufus 6,000 fighting men were killed within the city and 2,000 
Tyrians were crucified on the beach. The others, some 30,000 
people, were sold into slavery. The determined Alexander succeeded, 
the valiant defenders of Tyre, failed. Let that be a picture of success 
on the one hand and failure on the other. There are few things more 
common in the conduct of ordinary life than success and failure. One 
of the greatest religious minds of the nineteenth century - John 
Henry Newman - failed all expectations at his final exams as a youth 
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at Oxford at the end of 1820, barely scraping through. He too had 
many experiences of “failure”. Today the gaze of our heart is on the 
beaten and blood-stained body of Jesus Christ, laying lifeless in the 
tomb in “failure”. The leaders of the Jews, or at least the Temple 
aristocracy, had orchestrated their implacable designs on the life of 
the undaunted Galilean and had succeeded. He lay dead in the tomb, 
and that, they could expect, was the end of him. They could get on 
with the business of being the leaders with their sway over the people 
now unthreatened. The “pretender” (Matthew 27:63) had failed and 
they had succeeded. Death meant failure, life and position meant 
success - he was dead, they were entrenched in life. Now, all this is 
true, from the point of view of the world, which is to say the natural 
and obvious view of things. Christ’s own disciples viewed things 
thus - they were devastated. All had failed - their Master was gone. 

But Christ’s “failure” in death revealed something entirely 
different. Repeatedly he told his disciples that he had to suffer in 
order to enter his glory. Apparent failure was the only way to the 
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success which God planned. There he lay in the tomb, dead and 
defeated - humanly speaking. Satan had won out - so he, Satan, 
would have felt assured. The greatest threat to his dominion over the 
world had been eliminated. But how wrong he and Christ’s enemies 
were, for in embracing the cross and his unspeakable sufferings, 
Christ had taken all the right steps. It was God who knew what were 
the right steps for doing away with the greatest problem facing the 
world, which was sin. John the Baptist’s mission was to reveal the 
Messiah to Israel, and he had said of him that he was the Lamb of 
God who would take away the sin of the world. This suggests that 
John had an inkling of the path the Messiah would follow - that of a 
sacrificial lamb. But it was probably only an inkling because he went 
on to speak of the Messiah separating the wheat from the chaff and 
burning the chaff with unquenchable fire. This suggests a warrior 
Messiah of obvious victories over evil. John sent his disciples to 
Christ to ask if he really were the One that was coming, suggesting 
that he was seriously baffled by the methods Christ was using. What 
I am saying is that the path God planned for the Messiah, who in the 
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event was his own divine Son, was a complete surprise. It was the 
path of obedience amid immense suffering. It was the Cross that 
mattered if victory were to be attained - that is, the bearing of the 
Cross in the spirit of obedience. This “failure” is the path to ultimate 
success, hinted at in the Scriptures but requiring the light of Christ to 
interpret it aright. 

Napoleon Bonaparte declared, during his final years on the 
island of St Helena (let us note that St Helena was the one who found 
the true Cross), that the proof for him of Christ’s divinity was the 
dominion he had over the hearts of so many. The saints, of course, 
are the exemplars of this devotion to Christ as Lord. They bear 
witness to his supreme dominion. But it is to be observed that their 
love for Christ shows itself in their close following of him - and this 
is shown by their embrace of the Cross. As Christ embraced the 
Cross, so for love of him do they. Thus does the Cross stand revealed 
as the path to the only true success and victory, our sanctification. 
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The Season of 
Eastertide 
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The Easter Vigil: The Resurrection of the Lord 

Prayer O God, who make this most sacred night radiant with the 
glory of the Lord's Resurrection, stir up in your Church a spirit of 
adoption, so that, renewed in body and mind, we may render you 
undivided service. Through our Lord Jesus Christ your Son, who 
lives and reigns in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. 

Easter Vigil readings : Genesis 1:1—2:2 or 1:1, 26-31a; Psalm 
104:1-2, 5-6, 10, 12, 13-14, 24, 35; Genesis 22:1-18 or 22:1-2, 9a, 
10-13, 15-18; Psalml6:5, 8, 9-10, 11; Exodus 14:15—15:1; Exodus 
15:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 17-18; Isaiah 54:5-14; Psalm 30:2, 4, 5-6, 11-12, 13; 
Isaiah 55:1-11; Isaiah 12:2-3, 4, 5-6; Baruch 3:9-15, 32(4:4); Psalm 
19:8, 9, 10, 11; Ezechiel 36:16-17a, 18-28; When baptism is 
celebrated: Psalm 42:3, 5; 43:3, 4; When baptism is not celebrated: 


Isaiah 12:2-3, 4bcd, 5-6; 
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Epistle : Rom 6:3-11; Responsorial Psalm 118:1-2, 16-17, 22-23; 
Gospel : Matthew 28:1-10 

After the Sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary 
Magdalene and the other Mary came to see the tomb. And behold, 
there was a great earthquake; for an angel of the Lord descended 
from heaven, approached, rolled back the stone, and sat upon it. His 
appearance was like lightning and his clothing was white as snow. 
The guards were shaken with fear of him and became like dead men. 
Then the angel said to the women in reply, “Do not be afraid! I know 
that you are seeking Jesus the crucified. He is not here, for he has 
been raised just as he said. Come and see the place where he lay. 
Then go quickly and tell his disciples, ‘He has been raised from the 
dead, and he is going before you to Galilee; there you will see him. ’ 
Behold, I have told you. ” Then they went away quickly from the 
tomb, fearful yet overjoyed, and ran to announce this to his disciples. 
And behold, Jesus met them on their way and greeted them. They 
approached, embraced his feet, and did him homage. Then Jesus 
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said to them, "Do not be afraid. Go tell my brothers to go to 
Galilee, and there they will see me. ” (Matthew 28:1-10) 

Risen in His Body It is quite natural to fear death. I remember 
reading years ago a great Australian novel and at one point the main 
character of the novel was at the bedside of a dying relative named 
John. Around his bedside were other members of the family. As 
death approached, the main character stepped forward and said to the 
dying person, “Have no fear of death, John!” It was a dramatic 
intervention in the novel and I have always remembered it. It had an 
air of courage and decisiveness in the face of the unknown, but it was 
quite unreal. By this I mean that there was absolutely nothing in 
what the main character said to the dying person that provided a 
reason for being confident in the face of approaching death. In the 
history of thought and of religion death is shadowy and the afterlife 
is seen as profoundly uncertain, which, naturally speaking it is. 
Indeed some have thought there is no afterlife for the individual at 
all. Into this situation of obscurity has come Christ’s revelation of 
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the immortality of the human person, as well as God’s judgment 
followed by heaven or hell. Of course many do not accept this 
revelation but so great has been this change in thought and culture 
that very many just take for granted both that the deceased live on in 
their spirit and that they are happy. The point here about this is that 
this instinctive acceptance of the fact of the afterlife for all that the 
Christian religion has brought, can lead us to disregard the marvel 
and the critical importance of the bodily resurrection of our Lord. 
We can accept our Lord’s bodily resurrection but largely just as a 
notion. We can slip into imagining the risen Jesus much in the way 
that we might imagine any very good person who is now with God in 
happiness. That is to say, while we might never say as much, we 
could think of Jesus our Lord as alive in his spirit and simply that. 
We could perhaps ask ourselves if there is much difference in the 
way we consider and imagine our Lord and the way we imagine any 
great saint. We know there is in fact a great difference. Our Lord 
rose from the dead in his whole reality, glorious and heavenly - and 
this included his entire physical and bodily reality. 
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The empty tomb of Easter morning helps us to appreciate this. 
We read that “ After the Sabbath, and towards dawn on the first day 
of the week, Mary of Magdala and the other Mary went to visit the 
tomb'’'’ (Matthew 28:1-10). We are told in our text that “ the angel 
spoke, and he said to the women, ‘There is no need for you to be 
afraid. 1 know you are looking for Jesus who was crucified. He is 
not here, for he has risen as he said he would’.’’'’ So he was risen 
from the dead in all his bodily reality. That is how Jesus Christ now 
lives. He lives glorious as risen from the dead in his body. We do 
not see him but others did see him after he had risen and they saw 
him after having in no way expected it, and indeed after having 
disbelieved those who did see him. In the accounts of the 
Resurrection in the other Gospels, we have instances of this disbelief 
in the reaction of the apostles to the testimony of the women. They 
thought it was nonsense. We also read in the Gospel of St John that 
Peter ran to the tomb, at least to verify that it was now empty, and 
John the beloved disciple ran with him. Easter Sunday, the day of 
the discovery of the empty tomb, was also the day of meetings with 
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the risen Jesus. It marks the beginning of a wonderful new era in the 
infant Church and in the history of the world. Christ was seen in the 
flesh, alive in all his physical person. He was seen by his disciples, 
by the Apostles, and indeed, St Paul tells us, by as many as five 
hundred persons on one occasion, many of whom were still alive 
when St Paul was writing. He became their love and their hope and 
their life. It is the same risen Jesus who abides now in his body the 
Church which he founded on the rock of Peter, and he will be with 
his Church till the end when he comes again in glory. This risen 
Jesus speaks to us in his word which is read, proclaimed and taught 
by the Church. He comes to us in the Church’s sacraments and by 
his grace he nourishes our union with him day by day. 

Let us enter the scene of Easter Sunday morning and stand 
within the empty tomb, observing how the body of the Lord Jesus is 
no longer there. He has risen from the dead and will appear to very 
many of his disciples, telling them that all authority in heaven and on 
earth has been given to him. They were to go to the whole world and 
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make disciples of all the nations. Let us take up that grand vocation 
which we have by our baptism, and let us follow the risen Jesus to 
the end, knowing that if we live with him here we shall rise with him 
hereafter in glory. 
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Easter Sunday: Mass During the Day 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 139 (138): 18, 5 6 I have risen, and I am 
with you still, alleluia. You have laid your hand upon me, alleluia. 
Too wonderful for me, this knowledge, alleluia, alleluia. 

Or: Luke 24: 34; cf. Rev 1: 6 The Lord is truly risen, alleluia. To 
him be glory and power for all the ages of eternity, alleluia, alleluia. 

Collect O God, who on this day, through your Only Begotten Son, 
have conquered death and unlocked for us the path to eternity, grant, 
we pray, that we who keep the solemnity of the Lord's Resurrection 
may, through the renewal brought by your Spirit, rise up in the light 
of life. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 10:34a, 37-43; Psalm 118:1-2, 16-17, 22-23; 


Colossians 3:1-4 or I Corinthians 5:6b-8; 


John 20:1-9 
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On the first day of the week, Mary of Magdala came to the tomb 
early in the morning, while it was still dark, and saw the stone 
removed from the tomb. So she ran and went to Simon Peter and to 
the other disciple whom Jesus loved, and told them, “They have 
taken the Lord from the tomb, and we don’t know where they put 
him. ” So Peter and the other disciple went out and came to the tomb. 
They both ran, but the other disciple ran faster than Peter and 
arrived at the tomb first; he bent down and saw the buried cloths 
there, but did not go in. When Simon Peter arrived after him, he 
went into the tomb and saw the buried cloths there, and the cloth that 
had covered his head, not with the buried cloths but rolled up in a 
separate place. Then the other disciple edso went in, the one who 
had arrived at the tomb first, emel he saw and believed. For they did 
not yet understand the Scripture that he had to rise from the dead. 
(John 20:1-9) 

Jesus Has Risen! Our Gospel passage narrates the news of Christ’s 
empty tomb. Jerusalem is asleep and it is very early on the Sunday 
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morning, still dark. Jesus of Nazareth, mighty in his works and in his 
teaching, had been put to death on the Friday two days before. The 
chief priests had told Pilate that by their Law, Jesus had to die for he 
had claimed to be the Son of God. Our Lord had repeatedly told his 
disciples that it would come to this and such was the plan of God. 
By this path he would fulfil his mission as the Messiah. On the third 
day he would rise again and so enter his glory, and take with him into 
his glory all those who are united to him. But his disciples who 
loved him so much did not yet understand his words, nor the true 
drift the Scriptures. And so with his final rejection and terrible death 
they thought it had all come to a sudden end. The body of their Lord 
and Teacher lay in the tomb awaiting its burial anointing and, once 
done, there it would remain. Any thought of his resurrection, despite 
his repeated telling them, was absent from their minds. We read that 
Mary of Magdala “ saw the stone removed from the tomb. So she ran 
and went to Simon Peter and to the other disciple whom Jesus loved, 
and told them, 'They have taken the Lord from the tomb, and we 
don’t know where they put him (John 20:1-9). The assumption of 
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all on seeing and learning of the empty tomb was that “they” — 
presumably the authorities — had taken the body away somewhere. 
Indeed, on their part the Jewish authorities — who knew that Christ 
had claimed he would rise (Matthew 27:63) — had it circulated that 
the body had been taken away by his disciples. So then, the body 
had gone, the body of their precious and beloved Lord and Teacher. 
Simon and John set out running. Let us imagine the love and anxiety 
filling their hearts as they ran. The love that filled their hearts is a 
lesson for every disciple down the ages and is a lesson to us. Jesus 
was their love, the love of their life, and we are invited to make him 
the love of our lives too. 

John, the younger of the two, outstrips Simon in his run. 
They forget one another as they run. Each is thinking only of Jesus, 
their beloved Jesus whose body had been placed in the tomb. John is 
“the beloved disciple” of his Gospel, the one with whom in some 
way our Lord had a special closeness and understanding. But in 
some way too, Jesus expected and undoubtedly received greater love 
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from Simon, because when risen from the dead and breakfasting with 
his disciples on the shore, he asked Simon if he loved him more, 
more, than the others. He expected Simon to love him more, and we 
can assume that he did. So as they run, their hearts are burning with 
love. At the entrance of the empty tomb Simon enters first and 
observes the way the burial cloths are positioned. The arrangement 
of the cloths, and in particular that “the cloth that had covered his 
head” was “not with the burial cloths but rolled up in a separate 
place,” was very significant. Then John entered. Perhaps Simon 
who had seen the position of the cloths first, pointed this feature out 
to John. We can imagine how they stood there in wonder at what 
they saw. John, the author of the Gospel account, then adds what 
dawned on him. He saw, and he believed. In some sense and 
perhaps vaguely and confusedly, it dawned on him that the body had 
not been taken away but that Christ had risen in accordance with the 
Scriptures. Undoubtedly their dawning perception needed a great 
confirmation and that confirmation was soon to come. Indeed it 


would come with resounding clarity during that very day and on that 
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very evening. They would soon see and speak with Christ risen and 
in the flesh again, the very same Jesus in all his bodily and tangible 
reality, but now with the glory that was his as God. They deeply 
loved him and their love was about to be rewarded with the 
marvelous experience of being with him in a way that would never 
end. They would be with him and see him on various occasions after 
he rose from the dead, but their union with him would never end and 
would find its full consummation in heaven for ever. 

Let each of us resolve to love the risen and living Jesus, our 
Lord and Master. Simon and John loved Jesus, and with the gift of 
the Holy Spirit their lives would be distinguished by this love. Their 
love for the living, risen Jesus grew and grew and showed itself in 
their lives of service to his person and his mission. Let us give 
ourselves to Jesus and to his mission of bearing witness to the 
redemption wrought by him. If we do this, we shall have the joy of 
life with him here and then forever hereafter in heaven. 


■rb»©«dv 
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Monday in the Octave of Easter 

Entrance Antiphon Ex 13:5, 9 The Lord has led you into a land 
flowing with milk and honey, that the law of the Lord may always be 
on your lips, alleluia. 

Or: The Lord has risen from the dead, as he said; let us all exult and 
rejoice, for he reigns for all eternity, alleluia. 

Collect O God, who give constant increase to your Church by new 
offspring, grant that your servants may hold fast in their lives to the 
Sacrament they have received in faith. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 2:14, 22-33; Psalm 16:l-2a, 5, 7-8, 9-10, 11; 


Matthew 28:8-15 
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Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went away quickly from the 
tomb, fearful yet overjoyed, and ran to announce the news to his 
disciples. And behold, Jesus met them on their way and greeted 
them. They approached, embraced his feet, and did him homage. 
Then Jesus said to them, "Do not be afraid. Go tell my brothers to 
go to Galilee, and there they will see me. ” While they were going, 
some of the guard went into the city and told the chief priests cdl that 
had happened. The chief priests assembled with the elders and took 
counsel; then they gave a large sum of money to the soldiers, telling 
them, “You are to say, ‘His disciples came by night and stole him 
while we were asleep. ’And if this gets to the ears of the governor, we 
will satisfy him and keep you out of trouble. ’’ The soldiers took the 
money and did as they were instructed. And this story has circulated 
among the Jews to the present day. (Matthew 28:8-15) 

The Fact of the Resurrection One of the many distinctive 
characteristics of the Christian religion is that it originated in hard 
facts. The most significant fact is that Jesus rose from the dead. I 
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remember — and I have referred to it before — years ago watching 
on television an interview with a then very prominent Australian 
politician. He was asked if he regarded himself as a Christian. He 
said that inasmuch as being a Christian depends on accepting that 
Christ rose from the dead, he could not thus regard himself because 
he did not accept the resurrection. He did not go on to indicate why 
he refused to accept it, but undoubtedly he had his reasons because 
he was an intelligent and very well-read man. He could see that the 
resurrection was pivotal in the Christian claims. Islam refuses to 
accept Christ’s resurrection because it refuses to accept that Christ 
was crucified and died. He was not placed in the tomb in the first 
place, so the so-called “empty tomb” has no significance. But of 
course this position that denies Christ’s passion and death is utterly 
gratuitous and has not the slightest basis in fact. It is untenable. It is 
the plainest fact of history that Jesus suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died and was buried. The next plain fact is that, at the 
earliest opportunity to return to the tomb after his death and burial 
late on the Friday afternoon, namely very early on the Sunday 
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morning after the great Feast (of Saturday) was over, his disciples 
discovered his tomb to be empty. Our Gospel account 
today (Matthew 28:8-15) reports that the guards too were aware (not 
only of our Lord’s very death of course, but) of the disappearance of 
the body. It had gone. The chief priests and elders also knew of it. 
The tomb had been seen and it was empty of the body. No one was 
seen to have removed it, but the chief priests knowingly concocted or 
presumed that it had been spirited away by his disciples. Again, this 
was a gratuitous assertion without any basis in witnessed facts. The 
first fact was that the body had gone. The next fact is that various 
disciples were utterly certain that on that very day they had seen and 
spoken to him, alive and in the flesh again. The hard fact is that 
there were very many witnesses to the resurrection. 

What this means in terms of daily life is that the one who 
believes in Christ bases his entire life on a great solid fact, namely 
the living risen Jesus. An acceptance of the fact of the resurrection 
means a full acceptance of the reality of the risen living Jesus. The 
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same Jesus who walked the paths of Palestine two mi llennia ago and 
who founded his Church on the Apostles with Peter at their head, this 
same Jesus in all his personal and bodily reality is now alive, but 
glorious and heavenly. He is alive, and not only in heaven at the 
right hand of God his Father. He abides within his body the Church 
and is ever so near to each of his disciples. They live in him and 
share in his risen life by grace, a share which will reach its eventual 
culmination in their own full resurrection from the dead. What 
happened to Christ in rising from the dead, the Christian will 
experience at the end. While this culmination will happen at the end, 
the Christian right now, and day by day, shares in the risen life of 
Christ by grace. This wonderful gift of grace enables him to follow 
Christ in his obedience to the will of the Father. This entire prospect 
is based on the fact that the historical Jesus is still alive and 
intimately near to each of his disciples. He is no longer bound by the 
very human condition into which he was bom and within which he 
fulfilled his mission by suffering and dying on the cross. No, he now 
lives beyond that and in power, a power proper to God, the God he 
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is. But the point here is that we are speaking of the same Jesus in his 
very body, and not just in his spirit. In his body he lives glorious and 
in his body he gives us a continual share in the life of the Holy Spirit, 
grace upon grace. Where is he? He abides in his body the Church. 
He speaks to us in his word which is read, taught, preached and 
explained by the Church. He nourishes us with the gift of his grace, 
especially through the Church’s sacraments, beginning with Baptism 
and reaching their summit in the Eucharist. In all this we are 
speaking of the living bodily Jesus now in glory and serving us his 
brothers in the life of the Church. 

Let us place ourselves in the scene of today’s Gospel and, 
together with the women, meet Jesus as they leave the empty tomb to 
go to the disciples. “And behold, Jesus met them on their way and 
greeted them. They approached, embraced his feet, and did him 
homage. Then Jesus said to them, ‘Do not be afraid. Go tell my 
brothers to go to Galilee, and there they will see me’.” (Matthew 
28:8-15) The testimony of the disciples and the testimony of the 
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entire Church down the ages is to the greatest and hardest of facts, 
that Jesus, this same Jesus, is alive and with us. 
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Tuesday in the Octave of Easter 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Sir 15: 3 4 He gave them the water of 
wisdom to drink; it will be made strong in them and will not be 
moved; it will raise them up for ever, alleluia. 

Collect O God, who have bestowed on us paschal remedies, 
endow your people with heavenly gifts, so that, possessed of perfect 
freedom, they may rejoice in heaven over what gladdens them now 
on earth. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 236-41; Psalm 33:4-5, 18-19, 20 and 22; 
John 20:11-18 

Mary Magdalene stayed outside the tomb weeping. And as she wept, 
she bent over into the tomb and saw two angels in white sitting there, 
one at the head and one at the feet where the Body of Jesus had been. 
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And they said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping? ” She said to 
them, “They have taken my Lord, and I don’t know where they laid 
him. ” When she had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus 
there, but did not know it was Jesus. Jesus said to her, “Woman, 
why are you weeping? Whom are you looking for? ” She thought it 
was the gardener and said to him, “Sir, if you carried him away, tell 
me where you laid him, and I will take him. ” Jesus said to her, 
“Mary!” She turned and said to him in Hebrew, “Rabbouni, ” which 
means Teacher. Jesus said to her, “Stop holding on to me, for I have 
not yet ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers and tell them, 
7 am going to my Father and your Father, to my God and your 
God. Mary went and announced to the disciples, “I have seen the 
Lord, ” and then reported what he had told her. (John 20:11-18) 

Master! This Gospel scene today is surely among the most 
beautiful scenes of the Gospel. All is quiet and Mary Magdalene is 
lingering outside the tomb, weeping. The body of Jesus has gone, 
presumably taken away for burial elsewhere. There she is, with, we 
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might say, a heart near to breaking. Jesus her Lord and Master had 
suffered and died a terrible death, and had been buried in the tomb. 
All this was mystery enough that such a thing had come to pass. But 
now his very body has gone. She looked again into the tomb and 
saw two persons inside, seated where the body of Jesus had been 
laid. They spoke to her, asking why she was weeping. They have 
taken away my Lord , she said, and I don’t know where they have put 
him. Her reply does not indicate astonishment on her part to see 
them there, perhaps because she was overwhelmingly preoccupied 
with the thought of Christ’s missing body. She could think of little 
else. She simply gave her answer. Her only thought was, who had 
taken him, and to where? Suddenly she saw another nearby who was 
perhaps the gardener, and she turned to him. He spoke, asking the 
same question as had the two angels seated in the tomb. “Woman, 
why are you weeping?” Then he added a further question, “ Who are 
you looking for?” (John 20:11-18) At various times in the Gospels 
our Lord asks questions of a person when he knows exactly what 
they want and need. He is drawing them out to present their petition. 
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He wants us to ask him for what we need, all the while knowing what 
we need before we ask him. At the same time our Lord is very 
human and even playful. I am convinced that we think too little of 
our Lord’s ready smile and laughter. I am sure that a smile played 
frequently on his face and that in his holy fashion he smiled and 
often laughed. We see traces of it in some of his sayings. On one 
occasion he warned against noticing the splinter in the other person’s 
eye while not noticing the beam of wood in one’s own. Surely 
sayings like this evoked peals of laughter, with himself smiling as he 
said it. Well, I like to imagine a smile and a twinkle in the eye of the 
risen Jesus as he asked Mary his two questions. 

Those two questions Christ asked of Mary Magdalene could 
be said to be the questions he asks of mankind down the ages. Why 
are you weeping? He wants us to tell him of our sorrows. He wants 
us to direct our petitions to him. Come to me all you who labour and 
are overburdened, he said once, and I will give you rest. He is the 
one who takes us to the Father. He is the Way, the Truth and the 
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Life. Sin, the root cause of our sufferings and our plight, he has 
taken upon himself. He the Son of God entered into solidarity with 
sinful man and by his death he expiated for the sin of the world. 
Why are you weeping? he asks us. But there is also the second 
question, which he directs to Mary and through her to all of us his 
brothers down the ages: “Who are you looking for?” He directs that 
all-important question to our heart and he wants us to answer it with 
our gaze on him, the risen Jesus, just as Mary answered it with her 
gaze on the living Jesus. “ Master 7” she said. “Rabuni!” He, Jesus of 
Nazareth risen from the dead, he who is the Lord and Master, he who 
is the Son of God made man and Redeemer of the world, he it is 
whom we are seeking. Our hearts were made for him. As St Paul 
writes, before the world was made, God chose us, chose us in Christ 
to be holy and full of love in his sight. We were chosen in Christ. 
The holiness and love that we are called to live is attained through 
the person of Jesus. This holiness he brings about in us through his 
gift of the Holy Spirit. This Gift too is obliquely alluded to in our 
Lord’s next words. He is ascending to the Father, he tells Mary, and 
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he directs her to go and tell this to the brothers. It may imply that, 
having only just risen from the dead, he is now about to go to the 
Father. He wants the Apostles to know this, and he may be implying 
that he will soon return to bring them the divine Gift. It is the gift of 
the Holy Spirit whom he will confer on his Apostles. That very 
evening he appears to the Apostles in the upper room and breathes on 
them the Holy Spirit, establishing them as the foundation of his 
Church and empowering them for their mission and for their work of 
forgiving sins. It is an initial instalment to the Eleven of what will be 
granted to the Church at Pentecost after his final ascension the 
Father. 


Let us place ourselves in spirit outside the empty tomb with 
Mary and gaze together with her on the smiling face of the risen 
Jesus. He is going to the Father. Together with the Father, he will 
send the Holy Spirit to abide with the Church forever. By the power 
of his Holy Spirit, he too will remain with his Church to the very 


end. He abides with us now. He is our source of hope and is the 
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hope of the world. Let us address him from the heart as the Lord, 
and let us live every day accordingly. 
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Wednesday in the Octave of Easter 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Mt 25:34 Come, you blessed of my Father; 
receive the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the 
world, alleluia. 

Collect O God, who gladden us year by year with the solemnity of 
the Lord's Resurrection, graciously grant, that, by celebrating these 
present festivities, we may merit through them to reach eternal 
joys. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns 
with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 3:1-10; Psalm 105:1-4, 6-9; Luke 24:13-35 

That very day, the first day of the week, two of Jesus ’ disciples were 
going to a village seven miles from Jerusalem called Emmaus, and 
they were conversing about all the things that had occurred. And it 
happened that while they were conversing and debating, Jesus 
himself drew near and walked with them, but their eyes were 
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prevented from recognizing him. He asked them, “What are you 
discussing as you walk along?” They stopped, looking downcast. 
One of them, named Cleopas, said to him in reply, “Are you the only 
visitor to Jerusalem who does not know of the things that have taken 
place there in these days?” And he replied to them, “What sort of 
things?” They said to him, “The things that happened to Jesus the 
Nazarene, who was a prophet mighty in deed and word before God 
and all the people, how our chief priests and rulers both handed him 
over to a sentence of death and crucified him. But we were hoping 
that he would be the one to redeem Israel; and besides all this, it is 
now the third day since this took place. Some women from our 
group, however, have astounded us: they were at the tomb early in 
the morning and did not find his Body; they came back and reported 
that they had indeed seen a vision of angels who announced that he 
was alive. Then some of those with us went to the tomb and found 
things just as the women had described, but him they did not see. ” 
And he said to them, “Oh, how foolish you are! How slow of heart to 
believe cdl that the prophets spoke! Was it not necessary that the 
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Christ should suffer these things and enter into his glory?” Then 
beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to them 
what referred to him in all the Scriptures. As they approached the 
village to which they were going, he gave the impression that he was 
going on farther. But they urged him, “Stay with us, for it is nearly 
evening and the day is almost over. ” So he went in to stay with them. 
And it happened that, while he was with them at table, he took bread, 
said the blessing, broke it, and gave it to them. With that their eyes 
were opened and they recognized him, but he vanished from their 
sight. Then they said to each other, “Were not our hearts burning 
within us while he spoke to us on the way and opened the Scriptures 
to us? ” So they set out at once and returned to Jerusalem where they 
found gathered together the Eleven and those with them who were 
saying, “The Lord has truly been raised and has appeared to 
Simon!” Then the two recounted what had taken place on the way 
and how he was made known to them in the breaking of the bread. 


(Luke 24:13-35) 
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Unseen Jesus When we think of the cultures of the world as they 
have unfolded over the millennia of human history, we cannot help 
but think of the place in them of religion. In general, man has been 
religious. Man has generally taken for granted the reality of the 
invisible world, and the unseen powers with whom he deals in his 
religion. But in this, our modem Western age is markedly different 
— perhaps because of its striking scientific achievements. We 
moderns tend to be sceptical about the reality of the Unseen. For us 
the real is what can be held in our hands and seen and in some way 
tested empirically. You say it is real? Then let me see it! I 
remember watching a television debate about in the late 1960s, and a 
person in it said he would believe in the Devil provided he could 
actually see him. Well now, this cultural and philosophical 
assumption that only the empirical is real, very obviously and in the 
nature of the case profoundly affects modem man’s response to the 
Church’s witness to Christ. Why? Plainly, the reason is that the 
Christ whom the Church proclaims is not seen or touched or heard — 
that is, he is not now seen in his physical form. He has gone from 
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sight. This means that now, perhaps more than in the past we must 
immerse ourselves in the Gospel accounts of those who did see and 
hear Christ, especially after he rose from the dead. He had suffered 
and died and so had gone. His dead body was in the tomb. He could 
not be seen any longer alive in the flesh — but then, lo! He was seen 
and touched and heard in the flesh again. He was fully alive, more 
fully alive than ever before, with a life beyond the reach of anything 
of the touch of death. The incident narrated in our Gospel passage 
today is a case in point. The two disciples walking to Emmaus from 
Jerusalem were downcast. Christ had gone. But unbeknown to 
them, the stranger who now joined them was he. So profound was 
their preoccupation with his death that they did not recognize him. 
In a quite different sense we may perhaps liken it to the modern 
secular reluctance to recognize the Unseen. Our characteristic 
hidden supposition is that if something is not to be seen, that thing is 


not to be recognized. 
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But as our Gospel account demonstrates, the mere fact of their 
not recognizing him in no way meant that our Lord was not there in 
their presence (Luke 24:13-35). Indeed he accompanied them along 
the entire journey without being recognized. He questioned them 
and drew forth their attitudes and questions. Then he proceeded to 
instruct them and did so at length, still without their recognizing him. 
The Church’s constant witness down the ages is that the same thing 
in one way or another continues to happen for those who turn to the 
Good News of Jesus Christ. That is to say he has gone from sight 
but he abides with us still in all his living and bodily reality, risen 
from the dead and unseen. The question is, where, then, is he? He is 
both in heaven at the right hand of his heavenly Father and he also 
abides among men in his body the Church. The same Jesus, who at 
the end of many days of appearances following his resurrection from 
the dead, ascended to the right hand of his heavenly Father, abides 
with us now. Before ascending to the Father he charged his Apostles 
to go to the whole world and make disciples of all the nations. I will 
be with you till the end of the world, he said. In speaking to his 
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disciples, he is speaking to his Church, the Church which he founded 
on the Apostles with Peter at their head. In this sense Christ has 
made for himself a locale. He has, so to speak, a House here on earth 
in which he dwells and from which he continues to work, bringing 
his salvation to men. That dwelling place is his Church. From and 
in that world-wide spiritual House he instructs his faithful, just as he 
instructed the two on the way to Emmaus. He does so in and through 
the Church’s proclamation of the Gospel. From and in his body the 
Church he nourishes his faithful with divine grace through the 
Church’s sacraments and ministry. Christ is the great Presence in the 
Church and the Church’s whole raison d’etre is to make him present 
to all. He, unseen, abides in the Church his body. 

Let us ponder on the failure by the two disciples to recognize 
the risen Jesus, who approached them and then accompanied them on 
their way to Emmaus. They were unable to recognize him, but he 
was there instructing and empowering them to believe. This same 
living Jesus is with us still and he abides in his body the Church 
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founded on the Apostles and which bears constant witness to him. It 
is there that we can approach him and be nourished by him on our 
way to heaven. Let us then choose to walk with him and open our 
hearts to his grace. He, the unseen Saviour, will take us to heaven. 

-- 
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Thursday in the Octave of Easter 

Entrance Antiphon Wisdom 10: 20 21 They praised in unison your 
conquering hand, O Lord, for wisdom opened mouths that were mute 
and gave eloquence to the tongues of infants, alleluia. 

Collect O God, who have united the many nations in confessing 
your name, grant that those reborn in the font of Baptism may be one 
in the faith of their hearts and the homage of their deeds. Through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 3:11-26; Psalm 8:2ab and 5-9; 

Luke 24:35-48 

The disciples of Jesus recounted what had taken place along the way, 
and how they had come to recognize him in the breaking of bread. 
While they were still speaking about this, he stood in their midst and 
said to them, "Peace be with you. ” But they were startled and 
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terrified and thought that they were seeing a ghost. Then he said to 
them, “Why are you troubled? And why do questions arise in your 
hearts? Look at my hands and my feet, that it is I myself Touch me 
and see, because a ghost does not have flesh and bones as you can 
see I have. ” And as he said this, he showed them his hands and his 
feet. While they were still incredulous for joy and were amazed, he 
asked them, “Have you anything here to eat? ” They gave him a piece 
of baked fish; he took it and ate it in front of them. He said to them, 
“These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you, 
that everything written about me in the law of Moses and in the 
prophets and psalms must be fulfilled. ” Then he opened their minds 
to understand the Scriptures. And he said to them, “Thus it is written 
that the Christ would suffer and rise from the dead on the third day 
and that repentance, for the forgiveness of sins, would be preached 
in his name to all the nations, beginning from Jerusalem. You are 
witnesses of these things. ” (Luke 24:35-48) 



699 


Risen In The Flesh If something extraordinary happens which is 
witnessed by some, the way others will learn about it is by the 
witnesses passing on the news of it to them. To possess a settled 
knowledge of it one must then accept the witness to it that they give. 
Of course, the witness has to be trustworthy, but the mere fact of its 
being extraordinary and beyond normal experience is no reason in 
itself for simply refusing to accept it — provided the witnesses are 
truly trustworthy. This is not the place to discuss the trustworthiness 
of the witnesses to Christ’s resurrection. I would simply observe that 
many who refuse to accept the reality of the bodily resurrection of 
Christ do so primarily because they choose to regard it as being too 
far beyond the ordinary to be admissible. It is not in accord with the 
usual pattern of nature. Their refusal is similar to that of many of our 
Lord’s disciples who rejected his doctrine of the Eucharist which he 
preached in the synagogue of Capharnaum (John 6). They refused to 
accept it and no longer went with Jesus. What he said was too much. 
They did not bear in mind who it was who had announced it. They 
did not accept his authority. By contrast, when Christ turned to his 
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Apostles and asked if they too were going to go, Simon Peter 
answered, “To whom would we go? You have the words of eternal 
life, and we believe /” Christ was utterly trustworthy and so whatever 
be the apparent impossibility of what he was saying, they believed 
— as does every Christian. The Christian accepts the testimony of 
the Gospels and of the Church as to Christ’s resurrection from the 
dead, as being entirely trustworthy. Modern man ought beware of 
being disposed to refuse credence simply because of its apparent 
impossibility. With man, such may be impossible, but with God all 
things are possible, and Christ is God become man. So then, let us 
approach the Gospel accounts of our Lord’s resurrection with mind 
and heart open to a fresh conviction of the fact that he has risen in his 
body from the dead. 

The facts as reported in the Gospel are simple and wonderful. 
On the very day Christ’s tomb was discovered to be empty he stood 
in the midst of his disciples. They were discussing the news of his 
encounter with the two disciples on the way to Emmaus earlier in the 
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day. There he was in their midst! There he stood, perhaps smiling on 
them! He was very, very physical. Then he spoke. “ Peace be with 
you." But they were startled and terrified and thought that they were 
seeing a ghost. Then he said to them, “ Why are you troubled? And 
why do questions arise in your hearts? Look at my hands and my 
feet, that it is I myself. Touch me and see, because a ghost does not 
have flesh and bones as you can see I have." And as he said this, he 
showed them his hands and his feet. (Luke 24:35-48). They saw 
him, they heard him, they touched him and indeed felt his wounds. 
He showed them his hands and his feet with their marks from the 
nails. This happened not just with one person, but with a whole 
group who in no way expected what they were now seeing and 
experiencing. Jesus was no less tangible and concrete now than what 
he was before his Passion and Death. Now, however, he was in the 
glory proper to his divinity while being still the man he had become 
at his Incarnation. He had risen in the flesh and was being seen in 
the flesh. They spoke to him and they even saw him eat some fish 
before their eyes. He took it, chewed it and swallowed it before them 
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in order to show them that he had truly risen from the dead and was 
not merely the ghost of the Jesus whom they had known, in much the 
way a ghost may appear. A thousand years before, Saul had gone to 
the witch and she had called up Samuel from the dead. Samuel 
spoke to Saul who appeared as a ghost. It was the spirit of Samuel 
that told him he would be defeated and would die. Christ came back 
from the dead to prove to his disciples that he was alive in his body 
— and he had good news to tell. It was that the redemption of man 
from his sins had been effected and they were to bring this 
redemption to the world. 

The redemption of man from sin and his subsequent 
sanctification come from entering into union with this same Jesus 
who suffered, died and rose again and then ascended into heaven to 
the right hand of God his Father. He abides here on earth still and 
does so in his body the Church, of which he is the head. We become 
united to him by our faith and baptism. This redeeming and 
sanctifying union with him is deepened during the years of life by 
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our fidelity to him in daily life, by accepting his word and partaking 
of his sacraments as they come to us in the life of the Church. Let us 
then take our stand with Jesus, God and man, risen from the dead and 
now in glory. 
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Friday in the Octave of Easter 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 78 (77): 53 The Lord led his people in 
hope, while the sea engulfed their foes, alleluia. 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, who gave us the Paschal 
Mystery in the covenant you established for reconciling the human 
race, so dispose our minds, we pray, that what we celebrate by 
professing the faith we may express in deeds. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 4:1-12; Ps 118:1-2 and 4, 22-24, 25-27a; 
John 21:1-14 

Jesus revealed himself again to his disciples at the Sea of Tiberias. 
He revealed himself in this way. Together were Simon Peter, 
Thomas called Didymus, Nathanael from Cana in Galilee, Zebedee’s 
sons, and two others of his disciples. Simon Peter said to them, “I 
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am going fishing. ” They said to him, “We also will come with you. ” 
So they went out and got into the boat, but that night they caught 
nothing. When it was already dawn, Jesus was standing on the 
shore; but the disciples did not realize that it was Jesus. Jesus said 
to them, “Children, have you caught anything to eat?’’ They 
answered him, “No. ” So he said to them, “Cast the net over the right 
side of the boat and you will find something. ” So they cast it, and 
were not able to pull it in because of the number of fish. So the 
disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, “It is the Lord. ’’ When 
Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he tucked in his garment, for 
he was lightly clad, and jumped into the sea. The other disciples 
came in the boat, for they were not far from shore, only about a 
hundred yards, dragging the net with the fish. When they climbed 
out on shore, they saw a charcoal fire with fish on it and bread. 
Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the fish you just caught. ’’ So 
Simon Peter went over and dragged the net ashore full of one 
hundred fifty-three large fish. Even though there were so many, the 
net was not torn. Jesus said to them, “Come, have breakfast. ’’ And 
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none of the disciples dared to ask him, “Who are you? ” because they 
realized it was the Lord. Jesus came over and took the bread and 
gave it to them, and in like manner the fish. This was now the third 
time Jesus was revecded to his disciples after being raised from the 
dead. (John 21:1-14) 

All So Real During what the Church calls the season of Easter, or 
Eastertide, we have the opportunity to appreciate in an ever new way 
the reality of the resurrection of Jesus from the dead. It is a time 
when we read with fresh attention the Gospel accounts of Christ’s 
bodily appearances to his disciples and perhaps the most vivid 
accounts are those presented in the Gospel of St John. In our Gospel 
passage today it is all so simple and real. St John gives plenty of 
detail, beginning by stating that this appearance occurred at the Sea 
of Tiberias. At the end of the passage he tells us that it was the third 
appearance of Jesus after being raised from the dead. Perhaps St 
John means that it is the third appearance of Jesus to several of his 
Apostles as a group, and included among them are Peter, James and 
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John the future “pillars” of the infant Church. We are in chapter 21 
of the Gospel, a chapter that is very largely about Christ and Simon 
Peter, with John himself getting a notable mention. Putting it another 
way, the chapter looks to the coming Church and shows Christ laying 
its foundations. Christ is there on the shore and it is dawn. It is all 
so simple and, let us emphasise, so very real. There is nothing 
ethereal about it. It is a lovely morning by the Sea of Galilee, a 
dawning day and the scene is by the shore. The weary fishermen are 
in the boat with nothing to show for all their night’s work. All is still 
and quiet, and the slight sound of the water and the movement of the 
boat is all that breaks the silence. There may have been the sound of 
a gull. The figure on the shore is seen and his voice is heard. Have 
you caught anything? No, nothing at all. Throw the net to the other 
side and you’ll catch something. And so it was, and what a catch! 
John immediately recognized who it was on the shore. Perhaps he 
remembered that similar occasion of the catch of fish in Simon’s 
boat. It occurred at the beginning of our Lord’s ministry when he, 
James and Simon were called by our Lord to follow him. In this 
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appearance there is a strong sense of simple, concrete reality to 
everything. (John 21:1-14) 

They hurriedly arrive at the shore and Simon is there with 
Jesus, having gone ahead of the others in the water on foot. Jesus 
has prepared breakfast which he invites them to have. Again, it is 
simple, real, so very much part of ordinary life. Christ is back with 
them in the flesh and joining them in the things that make up 
everyday life. They hear his voice, they sit with him, they are served 
by him, they engage in conversation with him and they watch him eat 
with them. They sense his special love for them. He has returned 
from the dead and here he is before them, showing them his 
friendship and his special consideration. They are his friends, his 
disciples and the ones who will share in his mission as the risen 
Messiah and Redeemer. So then, not only do we sense the very 
reality of the resurrection, but we sense the love Christ has for them 
and their special bond with him. Jesus is now in glory but he is still 
among them as their brother — Lord and Master, yes, but as their 



709 


brother nevertheless. Now, what he is doing for them here he does 
for every one of his disciples down the ages in unseen fashion. That 
is to say, he is continually with each of us, caring for us, remaining 
with us in all our difficulties and in all our joys. He is on the shore 
with us, as it were, and serving us breakfast, so to speak. Let us shift 
our gaze to Simon. Firstly, it is evident from the start that, despite 
Simon’s failure during Christ’s passion, he loves Christ deeply. As 
soon as John told him that the figure on the shore was “the Lord” 
Simon jumped into the water and went ahead of the others to meet 
Jesus. He loved Jesus more than the others — and the hint is that he 
loved Christ even more than the “beloved disciple.” Moreover, as the 
rest of the chapter not here included shows, Christ expected him to 
love him more than the others. That love of Simon for Christ is an 
example to us all. We are called to love Jesus because he has loved 
us and has given himself up for us. Like Simon we are called to love 
Christ passionately and to be part of his mission of bringing him to 


others. 
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Let us place ourselves on the shore with the risen Jesus as he 
prepares a simple breakfast. Let us gaze on him, the Son of God 
made man and risen from the dead. By his death and resurrection he 
has redeemed mankind from the power of sin and wishes to offer all 
a share in his own risen life. This share will come from entering into 
union with him by faith and by baptism into him and his Church. 
This Church is founded on Peter and the Apostles gathered with him 
on the shore of the Lake. The Holy Spirit will soon be sent to bring 
it to birth. Let us make Christ our love and our life. 
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Saturday in the Octave of Easter 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 105 (104): 43 The Lord brought out his 
people with joy, his chosen ones with shouts of rejoicing, alleluia. 

Collect O God, who by the abundance of your grace give increase 
to the peoples who believe in you, look with favour on those you 
have chosen and clothe with blessed immortality those reborn 
through the Sacrament of Baptism. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 4:13-21; Ps. 118:1 and 14-21; Mark 16:9-15 

Jesus rose early on the first day of the week. He appeared first to 
Mary Magdalen out of whom he had cast seven devils. She went and 
told his disciples who were mourning and weeping. Hearing that he 
was alive and had been seen by her, they did not believe. After that 
he appeared in another way to two of them walking on their way into 
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the country. They went back and told it to the rest, but they did not 
believe them either. Later he appeared to the eleven as they were at 
table, and he upbraided them with their incredulity and hardness of 
heart, because they did not believe those who had seen him after he 
had risen again. He said to them: “Go into the whole world, and 
preach the gospel to every creature. ” (Mark 16:9-15) 

Realize It! There is one aspect of the series of events following 
our Lord’s appearances after rising from the dead that stands out in 
St Mark’s account. It is the incredulity of our Lord’s disciples at the 
news of his resurrection. St Mark tells us that our Lord first 
appeared to Mary Magdalen (which harmonizes with St John’s 
account) and that she went and told the disciples who were still 
overwhelmed in their despondency. But they did not believe her. 
Nor did they believe, according to Mark, when the two who met 
Jesus on the “way into the country” returned to tell them the good 
news. Their subsequent conviction about the resurrection was 
certainly not the product of hopes and expectations born of optimistic 
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dreams. It was due to the fact of it being unavoidable, despite their 
prior incredulity. Christ appeared to them in all his concrete reality 
and proceeded to reprimand them for “their incredulity and hardness 
of heart.” That is to say, their incredulity in the face of several 
reliable witnesses was culpable and due to a faulty disposition of 
heart. In writing this account and in stressing both their reluctance to 
believe in the face of reliable testimony and our Lord’s 
condemnation of their attitude, St Mark is surely drawing a 
profoundly important lesson for his readers down the ages. On the 
one hand, he is saying that the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the 
dead is a most certain fact authenticated by numerous reliable 
witnesses. On the other, he is also warning against a sinful hardness 
of heart. Moreover, he is implying that this most certain fact is of 
great significance for mankind. Christ did not just rise to life from 
the dead in the sense in which he had raised some people from the 
dead during his public ministry, to give them a few more years still. 
No, he had risen from the dead in his body to glory, and in doing so 
had opened up for mankind the same doorway to glory. He is “the 
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Way.” Just as he had risen to a new life beyond the limitations of this 
life, so too he gives us a share in the same life. He is “the Life.” Our 
share in his life begins with our baptism and grows with our 
friendship with Christ. It reaches its fulfilment in the life hereafter. 
That good news, that Truth which he himself is, our Lord tells his 
disciples to bring to the whole world. 

All this is to say that the resurrection of Jesus Christ is not just 
an interesting and even arresting proposition. It is not just a singular 
event in the story of mankind, yet another miracle. It is a new 
beginning for the human race. Christ is the new Adam, we might 
say. The first Adam disobeyed God and brought death to himself 
and his posterity. It was a terrible legacy to hand on to his children. 
He squandered all his great wealth and worse than this, he used his 
precious power of choice to disadvantage profoundly and positively 
his descendants. All were left crippled and morally impoverished. 
But a new Adam arrived and the situation was wonderfully changed. 


He transformed the death he had inherited from the first Adam into 
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the great means of unending life. His resurrection from the dead was 
the grand beginning of this changed situation. During the movie 
“The Passion of the Christ” produced by Mel Gibson, Christ is 
shown speaking to his holy mother as he carries his cross to Calvary. 
He tells her that he is now in the process of making all things new. It 
is a new beginning for mankind. To die in Christ is now the means 
of living in Christ forever. The new beginning for all is made 
concrete and embodied in his risen person. He is the bearer of this 
new and divine life intended for all mankind, and the Church, 
represented by and founded on the Apostles, has the charge of 
bringing the good news and gift of Christ to the nations. He said to 
them: “Go into the whole world, and preach the gospel to every 
creature” (Mark 16: 9-15). The Church brings him to the nations, 
and in bringing him to the nations it brings every heavenly blessing. 
The Church has one great treasure to offer the world and it is the 
person of Jesus, the risen Jesus, the Jesus who appeared to the 
women and to the Apostles as narrated in our Gospel passage today. 
Christ is our life. Union with him is the all-important thing. He is 
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the pearl of great price, the treasure in the field we must sell all in 
order to gain. 

Every Christian ought to ask God for the grace to realize the 
fact of the resurrection. In the case of many I suspect that their belief 
in the resurrection is largely notional — the resurrection is not 
realized as something objective. Their attitude to it is the attitude 
they have to a mere story rather than to a fact that touches us all. The 
living Jesus to whom the Christian prays is real and alive in the flesh, 
the same Jesus who suffered and died and rose again. Let us gain 
this realization so as to be able to introduce others to it and so find 
life in his name. 


7b»©<»dv 





Ill 

Second Sunday of Eastertide: Divine Mercy Sunday 

Entrance Antiphon 1 Pet 2: 2 Like newborn infants, you must 
long for the pure, spiritual milk, that in him you may grow to 
salvation, alleluia. 

Or : 4 Esdr 2:36-37 Receive the joy of your glory, giving thanks 
to God, who has called you into the heavenly kingdom, alleluia. 

Collect God of everlasting mercy, who in the very recurrence of 
the paschal feast kindle the faith of the people you have made your 
own, increase, we pray, the grace you have bestowed, that all may 
grasp and rightly understand in what font they have been washed, by 
whose Spirit they have been reborn, by whose Blood they have been 
redeemed. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 


ever. 
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Scripture today : Acts 2:42-47; Psalm 118:2-4, 13-15, 22-24; 

1 Peter 1:3-9; John 20:19-31 

Now in the evening of that same day, the first of the week, the doors 
were closed where the disciples were gathered together for fear of 
the Jews. Jesus came and stood in their midst and said to them: 
Peace be to you. When he had scud this, he showed them his hands 
and his side. The disciples were filled with joy when they saw the 
Lord. He said to them again: Peace be to you. As the Father sent 
me, I also send you. When he had said this, he breathed on them and 
scud Receive the Holy Spirit. Whose sins you forgive, they are 
forgiven them; whose sins you retain, they are retained. Now 
Thomas, one of the twelve (called Didymus) was not with them when 
Jesus came. The other disciples said to him: We have seen the Lord. 
But he said to them: Unless I see in his hands the print of the nails, 
and put my finger into the place of the nails, and put my hand into 
his side, / will not believe. After eight days again his disciples were 
within, and Thomas with them. The doors were closed and Jesus 
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came and stood in their midst. He said: Peace be to you. Then he 
send to Thomas: Put in your finger here, and see my hands; and 
bring your hand here, and put it into my side. Be not unbelieving, 
but believe. Thomas answered, My Lord, and my God. Jesus said to 
him: Because you have seen me, Thomas, you believe: blessed are 
those who have not seen, and yet believe. Many other signs did Jesus 
do in the sight of his disciples which are not written in this book. 
These are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the 
Son of God: and that believing this, you may have life in his name. 
(John 20:19-31) 

Jesus Christ is Lord From the first proclamation by the infant 
Church that Jesus Christ is the Saviour of the world, there has been a 
tension between the Church and other religions precisely because of 
this proclamation. Following the cure of the lame man and then 
Peter’s address, both Peter and John were brought before the 
Sanhedrin. The essence of their testimony to Christ before this 
highest council of the land was that “For all the names in the world 
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given to men, this is the only one by which we can be saved ” (Acts 
4:12). It is a very hard saying for other ears, and it led to centuries of 
clash with the Roman Empire itself. The Empire allowed the 
worship of many gods and insisted on the allowance of its own. At 
times even the Emperor had to be allowed as being divine. For a 
religion to claim that there was only one God, and that a crucified 
and risen man was that living God, was perceived as profoundly 
subversive of the religious foundations of the Empire, and therefore 
of the Empire itself. Moreover, the Christian religion would not stay 
quiet and allow other religions to live out of earshot. It was 
missionary, and driving its missionary life was the conviction that the 
salvation of all others depended on their hearing and accepting that 
Jesus is Messiah and Lord, and then living accordingly. He is 
literally the one and only Lord God, and salvation lies in him alone. 
These were unparalleled claims but they came directly from Jesus 
himself and he accepted the full assent to them by his own disciples. 
He himself taught that the one who believes this will be saved, and 
that knowingly and willfully to refuse assent brings damnation. 
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From this has flowed the constant testimony to Christ by the Church 
amid the resulting tides of persecution that have enveloped her. Our 
Gospel today recounts the appearance of the risen Jesus to the 
Apostles gathered as a body, and this time the doubting Thomas was 
with them. He saw and heard and touched the risen Jesus in the 
flesh. There was no doubting now. Jesus is Lord. He is Yahweh 
God, God the Son who became man to save mankind, and together 
with Thomas and the Apostles this is the Church’s testimony. Hence 
the Church continually prays and works that all may be saved by 
coming to recognize Jesus Christ as their Lord. 

Our Lord had revealed his divine sovereignty by his power 
over nature, over demons, over sin, over death and above all by his 
own resurrection. All this, including his resurrection, Thomas saw 
and now he believed. In our Gospel today, our Lord tells Thomas he 
believes because he has seen, and that blessed are those who have not 
seen and yet believe. Blessed are those who accept the Church’s 
testimony and teaching about Jesus. The Christian creeds proclaim 
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that the power, the honour and the glory that are due to God the 
almighty Father also belong to Jesus. He has been given the name 
which is above every other name. He is the Lord of all things and of 
history and the only One to whom we must completely submit our 
personal freedom. The Father and 1 are one, he said. Fie who sees 
me sees the Father, he said. So who is God? The one and only God 
is Jesus, just as he is the Father, and just as he is the Holy Spirit. 
Does the world have a Saviour? Yes, and that Saviour is Jesus, he 
and only he. No one can come to the Father except through me, he 
said. In the man Jesus who once walked the earth and is now risen 
from the dead, is to be found the fullness of the godhead bodily. All 
of this was contained implicitly in the wonderful profession of faith 
of Thomas who bowed before the risen Jesus. There is a further and 
most important point about the God who is Jesus. He is the 
Sovereign of all things and of all history, but he put aside his pure 
glory and assumed our nature, and lowered himself even more, even 
to death on a cross. He loved me, each of us can say, and gave 
himself up for me. He took on to himself the burden of man’s sins 
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and expiated for them all. He is revealed in Jesus to be all merciful 
and compassionate. We can then turn to him with confidence in his 
mercy, knowing that if we but repent and ask him for pardon, we will 
receive his loving embrace. The infinite God become man in Jesus is 
a God boundlessly rich in mercy and compassion. In showing him 
his wounds, this is what the risen Jesus reveals to Thomas in our 
Gospel today (John 20:19-31). With good reason the Church 
celebrates this Sunday as Mercy Sunday. 

Let us ask for the grace to understand something of the height 
and the depth, the length and the breadth of the mystery of the living 
Jesus, our brother and our sovereign Lord, our Saviour and our God. 
He is the Lord of lords and the King of kings and to him belongs all 
authority and power in heaven and on earth. In him is to be found 
the mercy of God and his surpassing compassion. Where is he? He 
abides in the Church he founded on the Apostles who were gathered 
before him in the upper room of our Gospel today. Let us give our 


lives over to him. 
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Further reading : The Catechism of the Catholic Church , nos.446-451 
(Jesus is Lord) 
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Monday of the Second Week of Eastertide 

Entrance Antiphon Rom 6:9 Christ, having risen from the dead, dies 
now no more; death will no longer have dominion over him, alleluia. 

Collect Grant, we pray, almighty God, that we, who have been 
renewed by paschal remedies, transcending the likeness of our 
earthly parentage, may be transformed in the image of our heavenly 
maker. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 4:23-31; Psalm 2:1-3, 4-9; John 3:1-8 

Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a member 
of the Jewish ruling council. He came to Jesus at night and said, 
Rabbi, we know you are a teacher who has come from God. For 
no-one could perform these signs you are doing if God were not with 
him. In reply Jesus declared, I tell you the truth, no-one can see the 
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kingdom of God unless he is born again. How can a man be born 
when he is old? Nicodemus asked. Surely he cannot enter a second 
time into his mother’s womb to be born! Jesus answered, I tell you 
the truth, no-one can enter the kingdom of God unless he is born of 
water and the Spirit. Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives 
birth to spirit. You should not be surprised at my saying, ‘You must 
be born again. ’ The wind blows wherever it pleases. You hear its 
sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or where it is going. 
So it is with everyone born of the Spirit. (John 3:1-8) 

Baptism It is clear that the conversation between Christ and 
Nicodemus was deeply impressed on the mind and memory of John 
the Evangelist. Nicodemus had come to Jesus by night and we may 
presume that John, “the disciple Jesus loved,” witnessed the words of 
our Lord recorded here. On Nicodemus’s profession of belief, our 
Lord reveals a fundamental requirement for entry into the realm and 
friendship of God. A person must be bom again. It is birth by water 
and the Spirit. The Church teaches that our Lord is referring here to 



727 


Baptism. Baptism by water involves a new birth which bestows a 
share in the life of God. The Holy Spirit floods the soul with 
sanctifying grace, unites it with God, and breaks the hold of sin. At 
that instant the soul becomes an adopted child of God and is saved. 
However, the inherited inclination to sin remains, and with it the 
disorder of man’s natural powers and his inevitable death. It is thus 
very possible to fall into sin again and to lose one’s soul. 
Nevertheless, the Holy Spirit has come, and the seed of personal 
holiness has been planted. What is now needed is one’s shoulder to 
the wheel — which is to say, an earnest quest for perfection in 
Christ. With Baptism, a precious gift is lodged in the soul of the 
newly-baptized. It is the gift of grace, which can be used to attain 
personal holiness, or squandered in a life of neglect and sin. 
Needless to say, one of the notable points of doctrinal cleavage 
between the Catholic Church and some of the Protestant reformers 
concerned this rebirth (or regeneration). The Catholic Church insists 
that because of this gift of divine life, the baptized person may grow 
in heroic sanctity, with sin being progressively overcome. It requires 
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consistent and generous co-operation with the action the Holy Spirit. 
By contrast, many Protestant Reformers rejected this and maintained 
that at the new birth, the mantle of Christ’s merits covers the sins of 
the one reborn, and God looks on him with delight in view of the 
merits of Christ’s saving death. His sins are forgiven because of 
what Christ had done, but in himself he remains a sinner. Becoming 
holy involves no more than being enwrapped with the merits of 
Christ, and this occurs with faith. Man trusts that God forgives him, 
and with this the work of holiness is largely done. 

Something of this appeared in a statement by an Anglican 
auxiliary bishop of Sydney when it was announced in December 
2009 that Mary MacKillop would be canonized by Pope Benedict 
XVI the following year. He took issue with the Catholic notion of 
sanctity. He stated in his website message that “anyone whose sins 
have been forgiven by God, through faith in Jesus Christ, is a saint. 
Through God’s Holy Spirit, faith in Jesus makes us whole, indeed 
‘holy’.” Every Christian ought regard himself as a saint. Now, it is 
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true that in the Letters of St Paul the true and practising Christian, 
baptized into Christ and living his Christian life with fidelity is called 
a “saint,” as St Paul uses the word. This simply means that he is “in 
Christ” and therefore partakes of the holiness of Christ. He is made 
holy — not only by faith, as the Bishop puts it, but by faith and 
baptism. But time and again St Paul himself stresses growth in 
holiness. It is in no way enough, it in no way exhausts the Christian 
calling, to be merely forgiven one’s sins. This is the beginning of 
the divine life in the soul of man, but this same divine life must 
grow. The bishop’s statement would seem to imply that little growth 
in sanctity is to be expected in the Christian life. The only important 
thing, in this understanding, is God’s forgiveness and being 
‘blanketed’ by the merits of Christ as a result of faith. There is 
nothing more to be said of the Christian calling than that the person 
who believes belongs to God. But no. With the gift of grace at 
Baptism the soul’s transformation into the image of Christ begins. 
But then a great work of continuing transformation must be 
sustained, and it is a daily task. Much growth lies ahead. The 
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Church uses the word “saint” of the Christian who has attained great 
personal sanctity. As one modem saint (J.-M. Escriva) wrote, 
“Holiness is forged through a constant interplay of God’s grace and 
the correspondence of man. As one of the early Christian writers 
says, referring to union with God, ‘Everything that grows begins 
small. It is by constant and progressive feeding that it gradually 
grows big.’ So I say to you, ..the holiness that Our Lord demands of 
you is to be achieved by carrying out with love of God your work 
and your daily duties.” (Friends of God, 7) 

Personal sanctity begins at Baptism. Baptism by water and 
the Spirit implants in the soul a new life that constitutes not only the 
spiritual engine of heroic sanctity in the midst of an ordinary life, but 
the constant summons to work at it. Baptism is the foundation of the 
universal call to sanctity and to a share in the mission of Jesus. Let 
us then maintain a profound appreciation of our Gospel scene today, 
with its precious words of our Lord on Baptism. Baptism is the door 



731 


to the Kingdom, which is to say entry into union with Christ and to 
following generously in his footsteps. 
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Tuesday of the Second Week of Eastertide 

Entrance Antiphon Rev 19:7, 6 Let us rejoice and be glad and give 
glory to God, for the Lord our God the Almighty reigns, alleluia. 

Collect Enable us, we pray, almighty God, to proclaim the power of 
the risen Lord, that we, who have received the pledge of his gift, may 
come to possess all he gives when it is fully revealed. Through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 4:32-37; Ps. 93:lab, lcd-2, 5; John3:7b-15 

Jesus said to Nicodemus, “You must be born again from above. The 
wind blows where it wills and you hear its sound but do not know 
where it comes from or whither it is going. So is with every one that 
is born of the Spirit. ” Nicodemus answered, and said to him: “How 
can these things be done? ” Jesus answered, “Are you a teacher in 


Israel and do not know not these things? Amen, amen I say to you 
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that we speak what we know and we testify to what we have seen, and 
you do not receive our testimony. If I have spoken to you about 
earthly things and you do not believe, how will you believe when / 
speak to you of heavenly things? No man has ascended into heaven 
except the one who descended from heaven, the Son of man who is in 
heaven. Just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the desert, so must the 
Son of man be lifted up in order that whosoever believes in him may 
not perish but may have life everlasting. (John 3:7b-15) 

The Rebirth The Church places this Gospel passage before us 
during the Second Week of Eastertide, when we celebrate the rising 
of our Lord from the dead. It is the passage in which John gives us 
our Lord’s conversation with Nicodemus. John, the author of the 
passage, may have been present at the conversation. Perhaps he was 
just as fascinated, perhaps initially just as perplexed, as was 
Nicodemus at what our Lord was revealing. Our Lord was telling 
Nicodemus, a leading Jew, that in order to enter the Kingdom of God 
one has to be born again from above. The uncomprehending 
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response of Nicodemus shows that our Lord was not meaning to use 
a mere figure of speech. The term “rebirth” was not just a symbol of 
a change of attitude. Nicodemus understood him to be speaking in 
some sense literally — that a new birth was to be involved. Hence 
he was puzzled. “How can these things be done?” On another 
occasion when our Lord was speaking in the synagogue of 
Capernaum (John chapter 6), he taught that his flesh would have to 
be eaten and his blood would have to be drunk. From the way he 
spoke it was clear to the people that he was not speaking merely 
symbolically. His real flesh would have to be truly eaten and his 
blood truly drunk. Very many left him because, clearly, the same 
question was in their minds, “How can these things be done?” It was 
impossible, too much, they decided. Interestingly, on that occasion 
our Lord did not tell them how it would be done. He simply 
announced the doctrine that they must eat his flesh and drink his 
blood if they were to live forever. He then allowed those who 
refused belief to go, for there was no going back from his doctrine. 
Those disciples who accepted his word on his authority would eat his 
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flesh and drink his blood truly, but sacramentally, and under the 
appearances of bread and wine. On this occasion in our Gospel 
today (John 3:7b-15), our Lord tells Nicodemus that he and any 
others who wished to enter the Kingdom of God would have to be 
born again from above. He explains later in this chapter — not 
included in the passage today however — that it is a spiritual rebirth 
by water and the Holy Spirit. Our Lord is referring to baptism, 
which, just before ascending into heaven, he would charge his 
disciples to administer to all the nations. 

In situating this Gospel passage in the Second Week of Easter, 
the Church is reminding us that our Lord’s resurrection from the 
dead is not just something that affected him alone. His resurrection 
is brought to each of us by means of a rebirth. Just as our Lord died 
and rose again to a new life, so we who come to him in faith are able 
to die to the fallen life into which we are born and rise to a share in 
Christ’s risen life. It is a new birth from above. Let us put it this 
way. We might even refer to our Lord’s resurrection as a new birth 
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for him. That is to say, his rising from the dead in his humanity was 
the beginning — like a rebirth — of a new life for him in his 
humanity. He had risen in his flesh, in his body, and he was now 
new and glorious. His old life subject to death was gone, having 
passed away with his death on the cross and burial. In a sense unique 
to him who was the protagonist and author of it, in his humanity he 
was born again to a new life, his risen life. If we place our faith in 
him and receive from the Church his baptism by water, then we shall 
share in his dying and rising to a new eternal life. Without 
undergoing his sufferings, a share in his risen life has been implanted 
in our souls, enabling us to put on his mind in everyday life. This 
rebirth makes possible a life-long renunciation of the old life with its 
sinful and selfish tendencies and a constant choice of holiness lived 
with the mind of Christ. This new birth brought about at our baptism 
must be lived out in daily life by the grace and the power of the Holy 
Spirit. Our Lord’s teaching that if anyone wishes to be his disciple 
he must take up his cross daily and follow in his footsteps must be 
lived out in daily life. The cross of obedience to God’s will has to be 
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chosen and embraced daily. This is now possible because the 
Christian is empowered and sustained by the share he has received in 
Christ’s new and risen life. He has been bom anew and if he is 
prepared to die to self he will live to God in Christ in this life and 
forever hereafter. 

Let us place ourselves in the room as Christ speaks to 
Nicodemus. Let us imagine the young John looking on and taking in 
all our Lord’s words. Our Lord says that we must be born again if 
we are to enter the Kingdom of God. This happens in the soul of the 
one who is baptized in the faith and into the Church. The work then 
begins, the work of living according to this new and risen life, a life 
of dying to sin and selfishness, and of living in Christ and according 
to his mind and his teaching. Let us then take up the work! 
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Wednesday of the Second Week of Eastertide 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 18 (17):50; 22 (21):23 I will praise you, 
Lord, among the nations; I will tell of your name to my kin, alleluia. 

Collect As we recall year by year the mysteries by which, through 
the restoration of its original dignity, human nature has received the 
hope of rising again, we earnestly beseech your mercy, Lord, that 
what we celebrate in faith we may possess in unending love. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with 
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 5:17-26; Psalm 34:2-9; John 3:16-21 

For God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten Son so 
that whoever believes in him may not perish, but may have life 
everlasting. For God sent his Son into the world not to judge the 
world but so that the world may be saved through him. The one who 
believes in him is not judged, but the one who does not believe is 
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already judged because he does not believe in the name of the only 
begotten Son of God. This is the judgment: that the light has come 
into the world and men loved darkness rather than the light, for their 
works were evil. Every one who does evil hates the light and does 
not come to the light so that his works may not be reproved. 
(John 3:16-21) 

Faith In our brief and limpid Gospel passage today there are 
points of capital importance for the destiny of every man and 
woman. There are so many people who live out their short span of 
life with little thought of God whom they regard as so far away as to 
be virtually irrelevant to their lives. Just recently I had reason to 
investigate the records of the life of a young man who migrated to 
Australia well over a hundred years ago. He died in Australia at the 
age of 33. On his tombstone in a mountain cemetery which has been 
there for well over a century, there is the detail that he was a 
draughtsman. He was an Anglican but was buried not in the 
Anglican section of the cemetery, nor in any religious section, but in 
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the non-denominational section. It suggested to me that he was not 
known to have practised any particular religion in a formal sense. I 
wondered what his notion of God was. I suspect (but who knows!) 
that it may have been of One who was very distant. So many have 
thought thus of God, but it is so very wrong. God is not distant and 
unconcerned and uninvolved. Our Gospel passage today serenely 
tells us that God loved the world. He loves all of us. He so loved the 
world, in fact, that he gave us his only begotten Son. His Son was 
given to the world to remain with it and to redeem it. How sad it is if 
we live out our lives as if this immense fact is of not much 
importance. It ought be the bedrock of everything we do and of all 
our thoughts. There is a further marvel indicated in our passage 
today. This divine Saviour whom the Father has sent to us offers a 
salvation that is so easy of access. If we genuinely believe in him we 
shall be saved. We read that “For God so loved the world that he 
gave his only begotten Son so that whoever believes in him may not 
perish, but may have life everlasting. For God sent his Son into the 
world not to judge the world but so that the world may be saved 
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through him ” (John 3:16-21). We must hear the Church’s word 
about him and believe in him. Salvation is ours for the asking. What 
we must do is come to Jesus and truly put our faith in him - the 
indicator of our faith being what we do about it. 

St John proceeds to emphasize with clarity the simplicity and 
the seriousness of this. Having spoken of belief in our Lord and the 
saving effect of this faith, he states the result of refusing this belief. 
The results are momentous. “The one who believes in him is not 
judged, but the one who does not believe is already judged because 
he does not believe in the name of the only begotten Son of God.” For 
the last few centuries there has been in Western religious culture a 
tendency to think that it is preposterous to claim that one will be 
condemned by God for “one’s opinions.” That is to say, so it is 
thought, that it is not conceivable that a good God would condemn a 
person simply for refusing to believe in Jesus and his doctrine. Faith 
is deemed not to be an indicator of moral life because faith is just “a 
matter of opinion.” However plausible that position may seem to 
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modern man with his various assumptions, it is not the teaching of 
the Gospel. Faith in Jesus is the moral issue par excellence and it is 
somehow at the core of moral goodness. Our judgment by God 
pivots around our response to Jesus Christ and his claims. In our 
passage, St John writes that the one who believes will have life 
everlasting, and the one who refuses to believe will be judged. Of 
course, as the Church teaches, we ourselves can never judge the 
personal guilt of particular individuals for only God sees the hearts of 
men. Nevertheless, John is clear about the saving plan of God. In 
God’s plan salvation comes from faith in Jesus, and the deliberate 
refusal of this faith constitutes a great peril to one’s salvation. St 
John also gives us an insight into the foundations of unbelief. It is 
not just an intellectual issue (although the action of the intellect is of 
course involved). It is not just a matter of opinion. It is primarily a 
moral issue. Unbelief is due to a preference for darkness, a choice of 
the will. “This is the judgment: that the light has come into the world 
and men loved darkness rather than the light, for their works were 



743 


evil. Everyone who does evil hates the light and does not come to the 
light so that his works may not be reproved ” (John 3:16-21). 

Let us understand the seriousness of the matter of faith. Faith 
is the foundation — faith in God and in Christ. Let us draw near to 
him and stay in his presence, allowing his person and his words to 
enter our hearts. By our baptism we have received the gift of faith, 
making it so much easier to believe in the person and the word of 
Christ. For this we should be profoundly grateful. Let us do all we 
can to protect and nourish our faith, enabling it to lead us to sanctity. 
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Thursday of the Second Week of Easter 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 68 (67):8-9, 20 O God, when you went 
forth before your people, marching with them and living among 
them, the earth trembled, heavens poured down rain, alleluia. 

Collect O God, who for the salvation of the world brought about the 
paschal sacrifice, be favourable to the supplications of your people, 
so that Christ our High Priest, interceding on our behalf, may by his 
likeness to ourselves bring us reconciliation, and by his equality with 
you free us from our sins. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 5:27-33; Psalm 34:2 and 9, 17-20; 

John 3:31-36 

He who comes from above is above all. He who is of the earth is 
earthly and he speaks of the things of the earth. He who comes from 
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heaven is above all. He testifies to what he has seen and heard and 
no one receives his testimony. The one who receives his testimony 
confirms that God is true. He whom God has sent speaks the words 
of God, for God does not give the Spirit by measure. The Father 
loves the Son and has placed all things in his hands. The one who 
believes in the Son has life everlasting. He who does not believe in 
the Son will not see life. The wrath of God rests on him. 
(John 3:31-36) 

The Person of Jesus In the history of philosophies and religions, 
people have long distinguished between the thought of a great 
teacher and the person of the teacher. For instance, one may be a 
great devotee of the thought of Plato or of Aristotle while giving 
little attention to their persons, and certainly not regarding oneself as 
a devotee of their persons. Taking a modern example, there are 
many (especially in Europe) who have embraced the thought of 
Friedrich Nietsche (1844-1900) without in any way being enamoured 
of his somewhat hapless person. In the domain of religion, while the 
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founder of a religion is often regarded as a shining example of what 
it means to live that religion, he himself is generally not the centre 
and heart of the religion. He is not its object. However greatly 
Mahomet is reverenced by Moslems he is in no way the object of the 
religion of Islam — Allah is. Mahomet is understood by the Muslim 
as being merely the messenger of Allah. The case is utterly different 
with Jesus Christ. He is the object of the Christian religion, and the 
Christian must understand this clearly. When our Lord, newly risen 
from the dead, appeared to his disciples on the shore of the Lake, he 
asked Simon Peter three times “Do you love me?" Simon had to 
understand that he, Jesus, was to be the love of his life. A common 
mistake is to think that “being a Christian” means living according to 
a certain code of morals and behaviour — such as being benevolent 
to others. Such persons in effect think that there can be a 
Christianity without Christ, and certainly without Christ being the 
very object of one’s life and love. Of course, Christ himself points to 
the Father, but the way to the Father is by making him, Jesus, the 
object of one’s love. He who sees me, our Lord said, sees the Father. 
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The true Christian cannot accept and live our Lord’s teaching and 
then proceed to put him in the background of life. No, he is at the 
forefront in the first instance, and because of this one accepts his 
word and puts it into practice. Why is this? The reason for this is 
that Jesus is God. 

So it is that in our Gospel passage today our Lord himself is 
extolled. Jesus Christ comes from above. He comes from heaven. 
Mahomet never claimed this, nor did Buddha, nor did any of the 
greatest prophets, nor did the greatest philosophers. Jesus Christ was 
born in Bethlehem, but he came from above, from heaven. God sent 
him to mankind. He speaks of what he had seen and heard from all 
eternity. He speaks the words of God. So he is above all. He is the 
very Son of God, and God the Father loves him and has placed 
everything into his hands. These are the simple and decisive facts 
which are set forth in our Gospel passage today. Jesus Christ is 
above all and everything has been placed in his keeping. So 
whatever be the greatness of this or that ruler in history, this or that 
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military commander, this or that philosopher, prophet or religious 
founder, above all others — literally all others — stands Jesus Christ. 
Everything is under his control. All has been placed in his hands. 
When he rose from the dead, he told his disciples that all authority in 
heaven and on earth had been given to him. His miracles worked by 
him during his public ministry were tokens of this full power and 
authority. The Book of Revelation shows him to be the Lord of lords 
and the King of kings. But he does not impose this authority by 
force as have so many of the kings of the earth. Until he comes in 
glory, his authority is accepted freely and in faith. But an enormous 
amount is at stake in this acceptance. It is a matter of salvation or 
damnation. St John tells us that “The one who believes in the Son 
has life everlasting. He who does not believe in the Son will not see 
life. The wrath of God rests on him ” (John 3:31-36). The 
consequences are clear. The one who believes in the Son enjoys 
God’s favour. The one who refuses to believe is the object of God’s 
wrath. Jesus Christ is the object of the Christian religion. It is 
precisely because of our love for and acceptance of him and all he 
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has claimed to be that we assent to and live out his teaching. Love 
for him is the foundation of the Christian life and way. 

So it is that the one who accepts the Christian way must 
resolve to make Jesus the object of his heart’s love. / am the Way, 
the Truth and the Life, our Lord said. The Father and I are one. We 
must take the appropriate steps to deepen our friendship with the 
living Jesus. This means daily prayer, daily spiritual reading, reading 
and hearing the word of God especially the Gospels, living as true 
members of the Church, receiving the Sacraments. It is the love of 
Christ that must motivate the whole life of the Christian. Christ 
himself cannot be other than at centre stage. 


■rb»©«dv 





750 


Friday of the Second Week of Easter 

Entrance Antiphon Rev 5:9-10 You have redeemed us, Lord, by 
your Blood, from every tribe and tongue and people and nation, and 
have made us into a kingdom, priests for our God, alleluia. 

Collect O God, hope and light of the sincere, we humbly entreat you 
to dispose our hearts to offer you worthy prayer and ever to extol you 
by dutiful proclamation of your praise. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 5:34-42; Psalm 27:1, 4, 13-14; John6:l-15 

Some time after this, Jesus crossed to the far shore of the Sea of 
Galilee (that is, the Sea of Tiberias), and a great crowd of people 
followed him because they saw the miraculous signs he had 
performed on the sick. Then Jesus went up on a mountainside and 
sat down with his disciples. The Jewish Passover Feast was near. 
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When Jesus looked up and saw a great crowd coming towards him, 
he said to Philip, Where shall we buy bread for these people to eat? 
He asked this only to test him, for he already had in mind what he 
was going to do. Philip answered him, Eight months ’ wages would 
not buy enough bread for each one to have a bite! Another of his 
disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, spoke up, Here is a boy 
with five small barley loaves and two small fish, but how far will they 
go among so many? Jesus scad, Make the people sit down. There 
was plenty of grass in that place, and the men sat down, about five 
thousand of them. Jesus then took the loaves, gave thanks, and 
distributed to those who were seated as much as they wanted. He did 
the same with the fish. When they had cdl had enough to eat, he scud 
to his disciples, Gather the pieces that are left over. Let nothing be 
wasted. So they gathered them and filled twelve baskets with the 
pieces of the five barley loaves left over by those who had eaten. 
After the people saw the miraculous sign that Jesus did, they begem 
to say, Surely this is the Prophet who is to come into the world. 
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Jesus, knowing that they intended to come and make him king by 
force, withdrew again to a mountain by himself. (John 6:1-15) 

The Loaves and Fishes I have often thought that we have become 
so accustomed to the accounts of the miracles of Jesus that we 
scarcely advert to the marvel of them. The fact is that there has been 
no one in the history of the world who has displayed such miraculous 
power over nature as has Jesus Christ. The working of miracles was 
not characteristic of the prophets in general, even though some 
prophets did work some miracles (such as Moses, Elijah and Elisha). 
The greatest of them, John the Baptist, worked none. Yet in the case 
of Jesus of Nazareth the number and range of his miracles were 
simply astounding. He cured people of all kinds of sickness. He 
raised people of various ages from the dead. He calmed storms. He 
walked on the sea. He cast out demons from the possessed. As he 
was being arrested in the Garden of Gethsemane he silently and 
without moving threw back his opponents before freely submitting to 
their force. Nobody, nobody in the history of mankind has shown 
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such power over nature as has he. Jesus Christ is a man of Power, 
but a Power not only far more exalted than the power of the great 
ones of this world, but a power manifesting holiness and mercy. St 
Thomas Aquinas once wrote that God shows his power in acts of 
mercy, and this is exactly the character of the power of Christ. As 
man he shows himself to be all-powerful, but his power is shown in a 
holy service of those in need. Well then, let us turn to our Gospel 
text today (John 6:1-15). It begins with a reference to the great 
multitude of people who followed him because of his healings of 
those who were sick. He went up the mountain as if manifesting his 
nearness to God, indeed as if about to do what God could do. The 
vast concourse of people have no food and with a handful of bread 
and a little fish he proceeds effortlessly to feed the multitude to their 
heart’s content. He is powerful. He is compassionate. He is 
merciful. He is all-holy and good. His miracle once again reveals 
the greatness and excellence of his person. 
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There is a detail in John’s account of this amazing miracle. It 
is his mention of the liturgical season during which this occurred. It 
was near the time of the Pasch. In telling us that this miracle of the 
feeding of the multitudes took place near the time of the Pasch, we 
can assume John is meaning to remind us of the great Pasch when 
our Lord would take bread again and bless it and distribute it to his 
disciples, but this time not as mere bread as he had with the 
multitudes but as his very own body. St John is meaning to point out 
that this miracle of the feeding of the multitudes with bread — so 
like the feeding of God’s people in the wilderness with manna from 
heaven — was a sign of the Eucharist to come. It pointed back to the 
miracle of the manna from heaven, and it pointed forward to the 
miracle of the bread from heaven which is Jesus Christ himself. 
Indeed, John’s account of this miracle of the loaves and fishes 
happens to be his introduction to our Lord’s long discourse on the 
holy Eucharist, as contained in this sixth chapter of his Gospel. The 
other three Gospels narrate the institution of the Eucharist during 
their accounts of the Last Supper, the celebration of the Pasch on the 
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night before our Lord endured his Passion. But in this chapter, St 
John alludes specifically to the Pasch in our passage today, and he 
follows this reference up with our Lord’s clear and copious teaching 
on the Eucharist. The true bread come down from heaven is not the 
mere manna given to their fathers in the desert. It is not the mere 
loaves and fishes he distributed to them on this occasion. He himself 
is the true bread from heaven they must all eat — not symbolically 
but in very truth. His flesh is real food and his blood is real drink. 
This would be the greatest miracle of all and would outclass all 
others in its gift of mercy for it would involve the gift not only of 
physical health and life, but the gift of himself, of him in whom 
resides every heavenly blessing. 

Jesus Christ is the Man of history, the Man on whom each 
person can totally rely, the one in whom we can place our entire 
trust. He lives now in all his human and divine reality and he is our 
salvation. He is all-powerful and his power reveals his love and 
mercy. His greatest and most powerful act is the holy Eucharist 
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when he changes the bread and wine into his body and blood and 
gives himself to his disciples. Let us place our faith in him and live 
according to his word. 
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Saturday of the Second Week of Eastertide 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. 1 Pt 2:9 O chosen people, proclaim the 
mighty works of him who called you out of darkness into his 
wonderful light, alleluia. 

Collect Set aside, O Lord, the bond of sentence written for us by the 
law of sin, which in the Paschal Mystery you cancelled through the 
Resurrection of Christ your Son. Who lives and reigns with you in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Or: O God, 
who willed that through the paschal mysteries the gates of mercy 
should stand open for your faithful, look upon us and have mercy, 
that as we follow, by your gift, the way you desire for us, so may we 
never stray from the paths of life. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts6:l-7; Psalm 33:1-2, 4-5, 18-19; 


John 6:16-21 
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When evening came the disciples of Jesus went down to the sea, got 
into a boat and went across for Capharnaum. It was now dark, and 
Jesus had not yet come to them. A strong wind blew and the sea 
began to stir. They had rowed some twenty five or thirty furlongs 
when they saw Jesus walking on the sea and approaching the boat. 
They were afraid, but he said to them: It is I. Do not fear. They 
wanted to take him aboard and soon the boat reached the shore to 
which they were going. (John 6:16-21) 

Do Not Fear! There have been numerous claims of supernatural 
apparitions in the history of the Church. Some have been sanctioned 
by the Church, others have been rejected, and still others that have 
not attracted any official pronouncement. Those of Fatima in 
Portugal in 1917 are among the most sanctioned by the Church. As 
is well known, Mary appeared on several occasions to three children. 
Two of them died not long after these appearances, and they have 
been beatified. The third child (the eldest) lived out her very long 
life as a nun and her process of beatification has begun. Now, there 
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is one detail in one of the apparitions they received which I would 
like to mention. They were granted a sense of God himself, and in 
their account of this occasion, it was God’s great might which 
dominated their experience of him. They had the sense of 
immensely vast power, power beyond imagining, irresistible power. 
If we think of the testimony coming from various other sources in the 
history of religion, one fundamental aspect of man’s experience of 
the numinous is his sense of its power. This power attracts him and 
it greatly awes him. Vulnerable and puny man needs the aid of 
divine power and this power is tremendous and fear-inspiring. 
Rudolf Otto in his Idea of the Holy (Das Heilige, 1917) described the 
human experience of the divine as a mystery which is “tremendum et 
fascinans .” God draws man, because he is “ fascinans .” Yet he is 
“ tremendum ” — he terrifies. Man cowers before him, especially if 
he is alive to his own sinfulness. Well now, how full God is of 
surprises! He intervenes progressively in the history of his chosen 
people and what is gradually revealed is that, for all his power, he is 
so very kind. He is a God of kindness and protection. He has 
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revealed his face, and that face is Jesus Christ. Our Gospel today 
(John 6:16-21) presents us with Jesus coming to his disciples in the 
midst of a rough and stirring sea. He comes in his power and “they 
were afraid.” What does he say? “It is I. Do not be afraid.” Jesus, 
the revelation of the divine, comes to dispel fear. 

The Good News of the God of might and power shows that 
we are not simply to be afraid. The Angel Gabriel comes into the 
presence of Mary and begins by telling her not to be afraid. 
Repeatedly our Lord tells his listeners not to be afraid. When our 
Lord directs Simon Peter to throw the net out for a catch and he hauls 
in a huge quantity of fish, Simon falls to his knees in a holy fear. 
Our Lord tells him not to fear and that from then on he will catch 
men. Our Lord tells his disciples, “Fear not, little flock, for your 
Father has given you the Kingdom.” God became man and put 
himself on familiar terms with fallen man. We read in the Gospels 
that the tax collectors and the sinners were all seeking the company 
of Jesus and were wanting to hear him. Those who knew they were 
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sinners and desired to change received from him the warmest 
welcome. He was accused by the scribes and Pharisees of 
welcoming sinners and eating with them. This is not to say that a 
wholesome and filial fear is to be entirely absent. Elsewhere in the 
Gospel our Lord says that we are not to fear those who kill the body 
and who cannot kill the soul. “ Fear him rather ,” our Lord continues, 
“who can cast both body and soul into 11611." We are to fear sinning 
against God, for God is holy and does not admit of sin. After 
shaming her accusers our Lord said to the sinful woman, “7 do not 
condemn you. Go, and do not sin any more." Man is not to sin, for 
fear of God. But for the one who recognizes his sins, for the one 
who has faith in Christ and in his redemption, God is to be 
approached with humble confidence. The natural and overwhelming 
fear in the presence of a truly mighty and holy God is not now to be 
man’s dominant emotion. God as revealed in Jesus Christ inspires 
trust. Christ attracts with his love. He asks for repentance and gives 
sinful man time, while warning him that the wages of sin are death. 
When in the midst of difficulty we think of God and call out to him, 
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let us think of his face. His face is Jesus Christ, who says to us in all 
our difficulties, Do not be afraid. It is I. He will step into our boat, 
and in some sense soon we shall find ourselves ashore. 

It is natural to fear God because we are sinners and he is holy 
and all-powerful. As a mystery, he is “tremendum .” But he has 
revealed himself in history and especially in the person of Jesus 
Christ. In Jesus he has shown himself to be love and compassion. 
He guards and protects, and he draws us to himself by his love. Let 
us place our full confidence in him and make that faith the basis of 
our life. 
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Third Sunday of Eastertide 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 66 (65): 1-2 Cry out with joy to God, all 
the earth; O sing to the glory of his name. O render him glorious 
praise, alleluia. 

Collect May your people exult for ever, O God, in renewed 
youthfulness of spirit, so that, rejoicing now in the restored glory of 
our adoption, we may look forward in confident hope to the rejoicing 
of the day of resurrection. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 2:14, 22-33; Psalm Ps 16:1-2, 5, 7-11; 

1 Peter 1:17-21; Luke 24:13-35 

That very day two of Jesus ’ disciples were going to a town some 
seven miles from Jerusalem, named Emmaus. They were discussing 
all that had happened. It happened that while they talked it over 
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Jesus himself drew near but their eyes were closed to recognizing 
him. He scud to them: What are you discussing as you wcdk along, 
and why so sad? One of them, whose name was Cleophas answered: 
Are you the only visitor to Jerusalem who has not known what has 
happened here in these last few days? What things, he asked? 
Concerning, they said, Jesus of Nazareth who was a prophet, mighty 
in work and word before God and cdl the people. Our chief priests 
and leaders delivered him up to death and had him crucified. We 
had hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel. Today is the third 
day since cdl this happened. Indeed, certain women in our group 
astonished us. Before dawn they were at the sepulchre, and not 
finding his body, came back saying that they had cdso seen a vision 
of angels who said he is cdive. Some of our people went to the 
sepulchre and found it as the women had said but of him they found 
nothing. Then he said to them: You foolish people and slow of heart 
to believe what the prophets have said. Had not the Messiah to 
suffer thus and so enter his glory? Beginning with Moses and cdl the 
prophets, he expounded to them cdl that referred to him in the 
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scriptures. So they drew near the town to which they were heading 
and he made as if to go on. But they prevailed on him saying: Stay 
with us, because it is towards evening, and the day is now far spent. 
So he went in with them. And it came to pass while he was at table 
with them that he took bread, blessed it, broke it and gave it to them. 
With that their eyes were opened and they recognized him. But he 
vanished from their sight. They said to one another, Were not our 
hearts burning within us while he spoke on the road and explained to 
us the scriptures? Rising up there and then they went back to 
Jerusalem and found the eleven gathered together and those that 
were staying with them. Yes, they said, the Lord is risen indeed, and 
has appeared to Simon. They told them of the things that had 
happened on the road and how they had recognized him in the 
breaking of the bread. (Luke 24:13-35) 

The Eucharist Our Gospel scene today is the beautiful account of 
our Lord quietly meeting the two on their way to the village of 


Emmaus, which was some miles from Jerusalem. It is Easter 
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Sunday, some hours after our Lord had risen from the dead. He has 
already appeared to some of the women and now, as if a solitary 
stranger, he joins the two as they walk along the road. There is 
plenty of detail and it is easy to imagine. The two disciples are 
profoundly despondent at the death of Christ. They had not taken in 
what he had taught, prior to his Passion, about the Messiah having to 
suffer. Their minds were not enlightened, and so their hopes had 
been shattered. Years later St Paul would write, Let this mind be in 
you that was in Christ Jesus. Our Lord joins them and he asks them 
what it was they were discussing. Surprised that he does not know 
what has happened in Jerusalem, they tell him. With that, he points 
out to them that they had not understood the drift of the Scriptures 
that the Christ would have to suffer. “ Then beginning with Moses 
and all the prophets, he interpreted to them what referred to him in 
all the Scriptures'’' (Luke 24: 13-35). It was a lengthy, illuminating, 
profound and consoling explanation of the meaning of the Old 
Testament. It indicates, of course, that the Christian understanding 


of the Old Testament comes from our Lord himself. Now, while 
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Luke is giving us an historical account of Easter Sunday, he is also 
inviting us to see its immediate parallel in our Christian life. Writing 
decades later under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, he is not only 
contributing to the New Testament but is surely reminding his 
Christian readers of how our Lord continues to enlighten the faithful 
as he did the two on the way to Emmaus. When does he do this? 
Whenever the Church’s faithful gather for the Sunday Eucharist — 
and Sunday is a reliving of Easter Sunday — the risen Jesus joins 
them to enlighten them as to the meaning of the Scriptures. He is its 
meaning. This he does during the Liturgy of the Word. 

That is to say, when on Sunday and on any day we gather for 
Mass, the risen Jesus is there to join us. The two disciples saw him 
but did not recognize him. We do not see him in his physical form 
but we know that he is really present at Mass in all his risen reality. 
The Church, our mother, keeps reminding us of this and invites us to 
enter the Church and to enter into Mass as very alive to his Real 
Presence. Christ himself is speaking to us when the Scriptures are 
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read and then explained and applied in the homily. Christ is doing 
for us then what he did for the two disciples on their way to Emmaus. 
We are hearing the word of God as spoken by him and if we give 
him our full and prayerful attention, our hearts will bum within us as 
did theirs. But Luke sees further parallels. As the three travelers 
drew near the village, the two disciples prevailed upon their 
companion to stay with them as it was approaching evening. He did 
so and the three entered. Then, we are told, “ while he was with them 
at table, he took bread, said the blessing, broke it, and gave it to 
them. With that their eyes were opened and they recognized him. ” 
Inasmuch as in his second book, the Acts of the Apostles, St Luke 
refers to the celebration of the Eucharist as the “breaking of bread” 
(Acts 2:42), it surely suggests that he is reminding us here of the Last 
Supper and the Real Presence of the risen Christ at Mass. That is not 
to say that our Lord at Emmaus necessarily celebrated the Eucharist. 
But in using such terms and in stating that it was then that the 
disciples recognized him, Luke is reminding us all that it is 
especially in the celebration of the Eucharist that we must recognize 
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the presence of the risen Jesus. It is most especially at Mass that we 
come to him and he comes to us. He instructs us there and nourishes 
us with his teaching. He makes present there his whole person and 
all he did for us by his Death and Resurrection. The whole mystery 
of Jesus is present and available to us at the celebration of the 
Eucharist. For this reason the Eucharist is the summit and source of 
the Christian life and the life of the whole Church. 

It is the Church’s unshakeable teaching that Jesus Christ is 
uniquely present in the Eucharist, truly, really and substantially with 
his body and blood, soul and divinity whole and entire. The 
Eucharist is thus the Church’s greatest treasure and her greatest gift 
to her faithful. It comes to them through the words and actions and 
ministry of the ordained priest. Under the appearances of bread and 
wine the same Jesus who joined the disciples on their way to 
Emmaus joins us, instructing us, giving himself to us, and uniting us 
to himself in his one sacrificial gift of himself to the Father. Let us 
always recognize this. 
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Further reading : The Catechism of the Catholic Church , 
no. 1373-1375 (The presence of Jesus in the Eucharist by the power 
of his word and the Holy Spirit) 
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Monday of the Third Week of Easter 

Entrance Antiphon The Good Shepherd has risen, who laid down 
his life for his sheep and willingly died for his flock, alleluia. 

Collect Grant, we pray, almighty God, that, putting off our old self 
with all its ways, we may live as Christ did, for through the healing 
paschal remedies you have conformed us to his nature. Who lives 
and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever 
and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 6:8-15; Psalm 119:23-24, 26-27, 29-30 

John 6:22-29 

The next day the multitude that remained on the other side of the sea 
saw that there had been no other boat there but one and that Jesus 
had not entered that boat with his disciples, but that they had gone 
off alone. Other boats came in from Tiberias near the place where 
they had eaten the bread when the Lord gave thanks. When therefore 
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the crowds saw that Jesus was not there nor his disciples, they took 
to the boats and came to Capharnaum seeking Jesus. When they 
found him on the other side they scad to him: Rabbi, how did you 
come here? Jesus said: Amen, amen I say to you, you are looking for 
me not because you have seen miracles, but because you ate of the 
loaves and were filled. Do not work for food which perishes but for 
that which lasts for life everlasting. This the Son of man will give 
you. For God the Father has set his seal upon him. So they said to 
him: What shall we do that we may do the works of God? Jesus 
answered, This is the work of God: that you believe in him whom he 
has sent. (John 6:22-29) 

True Faith One of the features of the Gospel of St John is its 
abundance of detail in the incidents it describes. The author is a 
witness and one gets the impression that memories of the events are 
vivid and provide the narrative with plenty of precious detail. St 
John tells us that following the miracle of the loaves the crowd saw 
the disciples setting out across the water without Jesus, and that Jesus 
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himself withdrew up the hillside all alone to pray. Evening came and 
a lot of persons remained in the location overnight (perhaps 
assuming our Lord was still with them somewhere up on the hill). 
But the next morning they found that Jesus was gone from the area. 
Where was he, and how had he come to have gone? So, many of 
them alighted some visiting craft and went across back to Capernaum 
where, to their surprise, they found Jesus with his disciples. 
Amazed, they asked him how he had got back? All these lively 
details John remembered and loved to include in his fond memories 
of the Master. It builds up the context for this extremely important 
chapter that rises in crescendo as the doctrine of the Eucharist is 
introduced and gradually unfolds. In our passage today, John is 
showing how the crowds were truly seeking Jesus. They did want to 
be with him and to hear him, but the question was, why ? What were 
they really after? Having eaten to their fill of the loaves and fish the 
day before, (and remembering the quality of the wine our Lord had 
miraculously produced at Cana, we may imagine how good were the 
bread and the fish!), they had then wanted to make him a king. But 
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what was behind all this? Our Lord could see through it all. “ Jesus 
said: Amen, amen I say to you, you are looking for me not because 
you have seen miracles, but because you ate of the loaves and were 
filled. Do not work for food which perishes but for that which lasts 
for life everlasting ” (John 6:22-29). They were seeking Jesus for the 
material benefits they hoped to gain and not for what he had really 
come to offer, which was life everlasting. 

We read in the Gospels that our Lord readily worked miracles 
for those who asked him and often worked them spontaneously 
without being asked. It was his compassion which drove him in 
doing this. He also wished to show by these miraculous signs 
something of who he really was and to intimate the redemption he 
would bring. But we notice that our Lord shows a certain 
ambivalence in the working of miracles, which is to say a certain 
reluctance on various occasions and gradually a stern requirement 
that publicity not be given to this feature of his work. Our Lord is 
reacting to the exclusive desire of the multitudes for the material 
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benefits that they were deriving from his ministry. They were being 
healed and they were being fed. They were even being greatly 
entertained we might say, for many were seeking “signs and 
wonders.” By his miracles our Lord was endeavouring to elicit from 
them a genuine faith in his person, a faith that would be the basis of 
true discipleship. It was this genuine faith which was not 
forthcoming, and we see this preoccupation in our Lord’s words to 
them in today’s Gospel passage. They were not working at attaining 
faith which was so indispensable for their salvation. Christ had come 
to offer eternal life, but to receive this gift they had to believe in him. 
That belief in him and in his word was the most important work in 
life, the true work that God was asking of them. “Do not work for 
food which perishes but for that which lasts for life everlasting. This 
the Son of man will give you. For God the Father has set his seed 
upon him. So they scud to him: What shall we do that we may do the 
works of God? Jesus answered, This is the work of God: that you 
believe in him whom he has sent ” (John 6:22-29). This was to be a 
most critical issue because here now in Capernaum, in the synagogue 
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no less, our Lord would announce the doctrine of the Eucharist and 
many of those who had so much sought him would fail. They would 
leave him because they lacked faith in the One whom God had sent. 

The Christian life is founded on faith in the person of Jesus, a 
faith that leads one to accept all that Jesus has taught. The work of 
life is to live by this faith and to allow God to purify it progressively 
from all that is not what it should be. It is Jesus whom we should be 
seeking and not this or that temporal benefit which might accompany 
faith in his person and word. Where is he to be found? He is found 
in his body the Church, and within and through the Church he offers 
himself, his grace and his word to all who come to him. Let us be his 
true disciples and not like the crowds of our passage today. 
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Tuesday of the Third Week of Eastertide 

Entrance Antiphon Rev 19: 5; 12: 10 Sing praise to our God, all 
you who fear God, both small and great, for now salvation and 
strength have come, and the power of his Christ, alleluia. 

Collect O God, who open wide the gates of the heavenly Kingdom 
to those reborn of water and the Holy Spirit, pour out on your 
servants an increase of the grace you have bestowed, that, having 
been purged of all sins, they may lack nothing that in your kindness 
you have promised. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 7:51—8:1a; Ps. 31:3cd-4, 6, 7b, 8a, 17, 21ab; 
John 6:30-35 

The people said to Jesus, “So what sign can you do for us to believe 
in you? What can you do? Our fathers ate manna in the desert. As it 
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is written: He gave them bread from heaven to eat. ” Jesus said to 
them: “Amen, amen I say to you; it was not Moses who gave you 
bread from heaven. It is my Father who gives you the true bread 
from heaven, for the bread of God is that which conies down from 
heaven and gives life to the world. ” They said to him: “Lord, give us 
this bread always. ” Jesus said to them: “I am the bread of life: he 
who conies to me will not hunger, and he who believes in me will 
never thirst. ” (John 6:30-35) 

Conquest of Death Some time back I discovered information 
about the grave of a person who had long been forgotten by the 
descendants of his family. He was the brother of the grandfather of 
many children and they had no idea that he, their grandfather’s 
brother, had lived and died in their area. I visited his grave and 
discovered an impressive monument to him erected by his parents at 
the time — more than a century before my visit. But of course the 
grave was entirely neglected. It was an early grave in that hillside 
cemetery. A tree was growing in the plot itself, together with large 
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shrubs and weeds. The inscription on the gravestone was still quite 
legible and it spoke of the love of the parents for the young man who 
had tragically died. There his grave had remained for more than a 
century probably unvisited all that time, and quite probably having 
had no one pray for him. He had been forgotten. As I looked on the 
monument and the gravestone of that young man who had lived his 
short life and died over a century before, I could not help but think of 
the universality of death and of its finality. Life ends in death and 
there is no help for it. Wherever in our experience there is life, there 
too will be found death. The inscription on this young man’s tomb 
— obviously written by his parents — showed the love for him that 
was felt and the profound sadness at his death. Life is one thing that 
is truly important and death is the one tragedy that is insuperable. Is 
there an answer to it? How can life be regained or retained in the face 
of the dark enemy that is ever approaching and which will overtake 
every man and woman? Is there any way to face this spectre that 
looms ever larger before us as time advances? Yes, there is an 
answer and the remains of this young man in his solitary and 
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forgotten grave reminded me of it yet again. The answer is Jesus 
Christ. Jesus died too and was placed in the tomb, his relatives and 
friends mourning his passing. But unlike all others he came forth 
from the tomb, risen with a new life - just as he had predicted. 

In our Gospel passage today (John 6:30-35), our Lord speaks 
of what will give life to the entire world. This ought command our 
full attention because the entire world is subject to an inexorable 
threat, a threat which will inevitably be realized. Everyone and 
everything in the world — everyone and every living thing! — is 
subject to the power of death. But Jesus of Nazareth said that he has 
brought the answer. He offers a food which gives eternal 
nourishment. There have been numerous persons in the history of 
mankind who have discovered and then offered great benefits to 
others, great answers to serious problems. But who has come 
presenting the answer to the problem of death itself, and promising 
that if this answer is accepted and acted upon, life will overcome 
death, a life beyond imagining? That is exactly what Jesus Christ 
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offered all of mankind. He offered life to the entire world, abundant 
life, the conquest of death itself — and not just a resumption of the 
life we have experienced, but something far beyond it in richness and 
joy. I have come that they may have life , he said, life in abundance. 
The means to gain it? The means to gain it is to gain Jesus, to gain 
his very self. “Amen, amen I say to you; it was not Moses who gave 
you bread from heaven. It is my Father who gives you the true bread 
from heaven, for the bread of God is that which comes down from 
heaven and gives life to the world. They said to him: Lord, give us 
this bread always. Jesus said to them: I am the bread of life: he who 
comes to me will not hunger, and he who believes in me will never 
thirst ” (John 6:30-35). He tells us that if the world is nourished on 
him the world will have true life, a life that will not be subject to 
death. Then our Lord proved his promise by rising from the dead. 
Like the young man I referred to earlier, Buddha died, Abraham and 
Moses died, Mahomet died, and all others have died and there in 
their graves they remain. All are under the power of death. But not 
so Christ. He rose in his body and flesh and to a new and glorious 
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life. It is this which he offers to the world and the way to it is by 
faith in him. 

A sign and proof that sharing in Christ’s life overcomes death, 
is the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary. The sooner we 
discover the person of Jesus and understand that he is the Saviour, 
the sooner will our lives be on an absolutely secure footing. Jesus 
saves from death. If we live in him we shall rise in him. I am the 
Way, the Truth and the Life , he said. No one comes to the Father but 
through me. Let us then turn to him and listen to him as he utters 
these immensely significant words to us. They are words for the 
entire world. He is the life and the light of the world. 
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Wednesday of the Third Week of Easter 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 71 (70): 8, 23 Let my mouth be filled 
with your praise, that I may sing aloud; my lips shall shout for joy, 
when I sing to you, alleluia. 

Collect Be present to your family, O Lord, we pray, and graciously 
ensure those you have endowed with the grace of faith an eternal 
share in the Resurrection of your Only Begotten Son. Who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 8: lb-8; Psalm 66:l-3a, 4-5, 6-7a; 

John 6:35-40 

Jesus said to them: I am the bread of life: he who comes to me will 
not hunger, and he who believes in me will never thirst. But I told 
you, that though you have seen me you do not believe. All that the 
Father gives to me will come to me, and the one who comes to me I 
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will not cast out because l came down from heaven not to do my own 
will but the will of him that sent me. Now this is the will of the 
Father who sent me: that of all that he has given me / should lose 
nothing but should raise it up again on the last day. This is the will 
of my Father who sent me, that every one who sees the Son and 
believes in him may have life everlasting, and I will raise him up on 
the last day. (John 6:35-40) 

Jesus Our Love When Buddha set out on his search for the key to 
happiness he was embarking on a quest which would affect millions 
of Asians after him. He found, as he thought, the answer and passed 
it on to his disciples. They took it up, made it their own and 
gradually a great movement of thought formed. Buddha forged a 
path, a way, and great numbers followed along that way. But of 
course he did not point to himself as the way except as the example 
for all of what it means to follow that way. “Buddhism” as we might 
call it, or the quest for Nirvana, is greater than Buddha and Buddha 


would have been the first to admit this. It was the same with 
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Zarathustra: he had a great doctrine and pointed beyond himself to 
what that doctrine referred to. So too with Mahomet. No Muslim 
considers Mahomet himself as the object of their religion and as 
being himself the source of heavenly blessings. He is, so Islam 
thinks, the Messenger. As such he points to Allah as being, so he 
taught, the source and object of all. Ah, but it is so very different 
with Jesus Christ! He came with a doctrine, and assent to that 
doctrine is crucial for salvation. He who believes will be saved, and 
he who refuses to believe will be condemned, we read our Lord 
saying. But the doctrine points to himself. We have in the person of 
Jesus Christ at once the most profound humility and the most exalted 
of personal claims. In our Gospel today our Lord refers without 
ambiguity to himself — not merely to his doctrine but to his very self 
— as “the bread of life”. “I am the bread of life: he who comes to 
me will not hunger, and he who believes in me will never thirst.” 
This is why Christianity holds up not just the doctrine of Christ, not 
just his body of teaching and his revelation, but his very self for the 
world’s contemplation and love. He himself is the love of the 
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Christian religion and the Church bears witness to his very person 
before the world. The authentic Christian is one who is constantly 
nourished not only by Christ’s doctrine, but by his very person. He, 
and not only his message, is the bread of life. 

And so it is that in our Gospel passage today our Lord laments 
the lack of faith in him. “I told you,” he says, “that though you have 
seen me you do not believe.” Salvation is to be found in him. “ Now 
this is the will of the Father who sent me: that of all that he has given 
me I should lose nothing but should raise it up again on the last day. 
This is the will of my Father who sent me, that every one who sees 
the Son and believes in him may have life everlasting, and I will raise 
him up on the last day (John 6:35-40). If we see the Son and 
believe in him life everlasting will be ours and he, the Son of God 
and Son of Man, will raise us up in our flesh on the last day. Life 
will be ours if seeing him we believe in him. This “seeing” of the 
Son ought be a central part of a daily Christian life. It issues in 
belief. What do I mean by this “seeing”? In his most philosophical 
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work, A Grammar of Assent, Cardinal Newman (now beatified) asks 
if there is a way in which we may be said to “enter with a personal 
knowledge into” the thought of God? How can our knowledge of 
Christ be real and personal, and not just notional? “Can I believe as if 
I saw?” (Image Book, p.96) Without embarking on a discussion of 
his theory of real assent, in his answer Newman stresses the exercise 
of the religious imagination. Now, what this means is that if we wish 
to grow in a genuine, real and personal belief in the person of Jesus, 
we must day by day look on Jesus, as it were. Everyone who sees the 
Son and believes in him, our Lord tells us today, will have life 
everlasting. So throughout our lives we must be looking on the Son 
and believing in him. How do we do this? We look on him in our 
daily prayer, in our prayerful contemplation of his person as 
portrayed in the Gospels and in our communion with him. We must 
be with him in mind and heart, learning to look on him and love him 
and believe in him totally. The Christian life entails a great 
commitment to personal prayer, a prayer characterised by a gazing 
on Christ with faith, hope and love, and as a result of this gaze 
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involving the whole mind, heart and religious imagination we totally 
accept his teaching and put it every day into practice. 

Let us resolve to look on the Jesus, the Son of God and the 
Son of Man, to see him and believe in him with all our mind, heart 
and soul. This sight of Christ is a seeing in faith and prayer. It is not 
sight with the eyes, but sight with the mind and heart, a vivid belief 
nourished by daily prayer and the reading of the Scriptures and of all 
that truly and reliably speaks of the living unseen Jesus. In this way 
we continue to look on Jesus and grow in a genuine faith in him. If 
we do this he will raise us up. 
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Thursday of the Third Week of Eastertide 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ex 15: 1-2 Let us sing to the Lord, for he 
has gloriously triumphed. The Lord is my strength and my might; he 
has become my salvation, alleluia. 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, let us feel your compassion 
more readily during these days when, by your gift, we have known it 
more fully, so that those you have freed from the darkness of error 
may cling more firmly to the teachings of your truth. Through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 8:26-40; Ps. 66:8-9, 16-17,20; John 6:44-51 

Jesus said to the crowd: No man can come to me unless the Father 
who has sent me draws him, and I will reuse him up on the last day. 
It is written in the prophets: they shall cdl be taught by God. Every 
one who listens to the Father and learns from him conies to me. Not 
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that any man has seen the Father except the one who is from God. 
Fie has seen the Father. Amen, amen I say to you: He who believes 
in me has everlasting life. / am the bread of life. Your ancestors ate 
the manna in the wilderness, yet they died. But here is the bread that 
comes down from heaven, which people may eat and not die. I am 
the living bread that came down from heaven. Whoever eats of this 
bread will live forever. This bread is my flesh, which I will give for 
the life of the world. (John 6:44-51) 

Life of The World It is well to notice that it is not just to his 
disciples that Jesus uttered the striking words of our Gospel passage 
today. He did not say these things just to a small group of intimate 
devotees, disciples who had arrived at a genuine love for and ardent 
devotion to his person and who therefore might be expected to accept 
difficult teaching readily. He said these things to the crowd, to those 
who were there for a variety of reasons and who were looking for 
material benefits (such as good food, having eaten of the loaves). 
Our Lord is setting forth before them the incomparable singularity of 
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his person and of his unique relationship with the Father. So special 
is the person of Christ and so central to the plan of God is he that if 
anyone truly approaches him, it is in fact, our Lord says, the Father 
who has drawn him. The Father draws that person to Christ because 
Christ is the Saviour: “/ will raise him up on the last day.” The 
Father is intent on teaching all, all, about Christ his Son. And so our 
Lord continues, “// is written in the prophets: they shall all be taught 
by God. Every one who listens to the Father and learns from him 
comes to me.” So then, the truly religious man and the one who 
listens to God comes to Jesus Christ. Our Lord is saying that he is 
the centrepiece of God the Father’s plan for the world, and the 
enlightened and convinced Christian is prepared not only to think 
this but to share it with others. I remember once saying to a teacher 
of Year 12 Religious Studies (a subject examinable at Higher School 
Certificate level in various States of Australia), that the challenge for 
a Christian schoolteacher of what is virtually comparative religion, is 
to show that Christ is the divinely appointed way to the Father. He 
replied that many Christian teachers would not have the courage to 
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assert this. In our age of profound intellectual relativism it takes a lot 
of inner courage to assent to the proposition that Christ is the only 
way to the Father and the one and only Saviour of the world. It takes 
further courage to express that conviction and then to attempt to 
teach it. But that is the Christian position. Christ is the only Saviour. 

Our Lord continues with insistence his exalted claims. He has 
seen the Father. “ Not that any man has seen the Father except the 
one who is from God. He has seen the Father ” (John 6:44-51). Let 
us remember, he is saying these things to the crowds. Clearly, the 
time has arrived when our Lord chooses to speak quite openly about 
himself. He has seen the Father. He accuses the leaders in another 
part of the Gospel of not having seen the Father’s form — but he has. 
He comes from God. Moreover, “He who believes in me has 
everlasting life. I am the bread of life. Your ancestors ate the manna 
in the wilderness, yet they died. But here is the bread that comes 
down from heaven, which people may eat and not die. 1 am the 
living bread that came down from heaven. Whoever eats of this 
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bread will live forever I invite you to try to think of any other 
person of great substance and holiness in the history of the world 
who spoke like this. He, Jesus, has come down from heaven. It was 
plain and obvious that he was a man. They knew he came from 
Nazareth and was born and raised in a family whom very many 
knew. Yet he has come down from heaven! Moreover, he is the 
bread which gives life to the world. Did Abraham, Moses, Elijah, 
Isaiah or any of the prophets speak like this? Has any other figure in 
world history? Anyone who partakes of Christ himself will not die. 
He will live forever! Setting aside the further revelation in this very 
chapter of John’s Gospel that Christ will give himself to us in the 
Eucharist — our Lord’s claimed place in the world and in religion 
should be a cause of wonder to any detached observer. Our Lord’s 
place in the life of the world is supreme. No words are adequate. 
Our Lord is not merely saying that his teaching brings life to the 
world. No, it is specifically his flesh that is the bread of life. Just as 
the heart is central to the life of the body so Christ’s very flesh is 
central to the life of the world. Lrom him pours forth life for the 
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world, a life that will never fail, life everlasting, and this eternal life 
comes in his very flesh. 

Let us pause to contemplate the powerful, the gentle, the 
magnificent person of Jesus. He is the wonder of mankind, the 
shining jewel of the ages. In him we find the bread that nourishes us 
with eternal life. More precisely, it is his very flesh that endows 
mankind with this life. In the rest of his sixth chapter, John will be 
more precise about this point, but let us pause to take our place with 
Jesus and to give ourselves to him and to his friendship. He is our 
love, our life and our only Saviour. 
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Friday of the Third Week of Eastertide 

Entrance Antiphon Rev 5: 12 Worthy is the Lamb who was slain, 
to receive power and divinity, and wisdom and strength and honour, 
alleluia. 

Collect Grant, we pray, almighty God, that we, who have come to 
know the grace of the Lord's Resurrection, may, through the love of 
the Spirit, ourselves rise to newness of life. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you 

Scripture today : Acts 9:1-20; Psalm 117: lbc, 2; John 6:52-59 

Then the Jews began to argue sharply among themselves, “How can 
this man give us his flesh to eat?” Jesus said to them, “Very truly I 
tell you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his 
blood, you have no life in you. Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my 
blood has eternal life, and I will raise them up at the last day. For 
my flesh is reed food and my blood is reed drink. Whoever eats my 
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flesh and drinks my blood remains in me, and I in them. Just as the 
living Father sent me and 1 live because of the Father, so the one 
who feeds on me will live because of me. This is the bread that came 
down from heaven. Your ancestors ate manna and died, but whoever 
feeds on this bread will live forever. ” He said this while teaching in 
the synagogue in Capernaum. (John 6:52-59) 

His Body and Blood Christ made many startling claims and were 
it not for his obvious holiness, his moral stature, his judgment and his 
astounding miracles, together with the testimonies to him coming 
from John the Baptist, the Law and the Prophets, and indeed, from 
the heavenly Father himself, who could countenance them? But so it 
is. He is entirely credible and therefore his claims of being the 
Messiah, the Son of God, and equal to the Father are trustworthy. 
But now, our Gospel passage today presents us with what must be 
counted among his most extraordinary promises. Who has ever 
uttered the like? I refer to Christ’s doctrine of the Eucharist. In the 


Gospels of Matthew, Mark and Luke the doctrine and institution of 
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the Eucharist is situated where it especially occurred, during the Last 
Supper - though there are hints and implications of it in other parts 
of the Gospels.. There, the night before he died and during the 
Paschal meal which it transformed and fulfilled, the institution of the 
Eucharist occurred. Christ took bread and, by his divine power, 
changed its substance into the substance of his own body and did the 
same with the wine, changing it into his own blood. Then he gave it 
to his disciples, commanding them to do this in memory of him. It 
was the first Mass and from that point Mass has been celebrated in 
the life of the Church and will continue to be celebrated till Christ 
comes again in glory. John does not repeat all this in his own 
account of the Last Supper. Rather, we learn from St John that what 
Christ did in the circle of his Apostles he had actually declared quite 
publicly well before and in the most unmistakable of terms. He 
spoke of it in a synagogue no less, and we read at the end of the 
chapter that as a result, many of his disciples left him. The doctrine 
was that if they did not eat his flesh and drink his blood they would 
have no life in them. It was clear to all that he meant this literally 
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and he expressed it without proceeding to explain in what manner he 
would do it. That it would be done truly but sacramentally was 
revealed only at the Last Supper. Well then, let us consider our 
Lord’s teaching. 

Firstly, the life, the divine and abundant life, which our Lord 
came to grant to man would come through eating his flesh and 
drinking his blood. This life that comes from eating his flesh and 
drinking his blood is eternal life — it comes with the promise that 
Christ will raise up on the last day the one who so eats and drinks. 
Does Christ mean this merely as a powerful and rich metaphor, 
perhaps symbolizing the profound interiority with which we should 
accept his word? No, he means us to understand him literally: “For 
my flesh is real food and my blood is real drink ”, he says. It is not 
meant metaphorically but really, and it is done by the almighty 
power of God. Our Lord tells his hearers what will be the effect of 
this: they will remain in him and he in them. It will be the greatest 
possible union and will bring with it a share in his own eternal life: 
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“ Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood remains in me, and I in 
them.'’'’ So intimate a union with our Lord will this bring about, that it 
will be similar to his own union with the Father. The one partaking 
of him will live because of him and share his life. “ Just as the living 
Father sent me and I live because of the Father, so the one who feeds 
on me will live because of me. This is the bread that came down 
from heaven ” (John 6:52-59). In the plan of God for our redemption 
and sanctification we are called to feed on Christ as real food and 
real drink. Christ is uncompromising: his flesh is to be our food and 
his blood is to be our drink. Let us remember that this doctrine was 
pronounced in the full light of day and publicly. It led to an 
abandonment of Christ by many of his disciples, but there was no 
going back. His doctrine stood and will stand for all ages and it is 
the test of discipleship. Being a disciple of Christ in the sense 
desired by him means accepting his offer of his body and blood as 
our food and drink, which of course we must receive truly worthily 
and with a lively faith. It is for this reason that the Church has 
always taught that it is the Mass that matters. 
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In the solemn intimacy of the Last Supper Christ showed his 
Apostles how this stupendous mystery would be effected. It would 
be done truly but sacramentally. The flesh of Christ would be eaten 
and his blood drunk under the appearances of bread and wine, with 
the entire substance of the bread and wine having been changed into 
his entire person, body, blood, soul and divinity. All this occurs 
during the celebration of Mass and the whole Christ is received 
during Holy Communion. Furthermore, by Christ’s intention this 
gift of the body and blood of Christ sacrificed for us is effected 
through the Apostles and the priesthood he instituted in them. It 
happens at Mass. The Eucharist is the mystery of our faith and the 
summit and source of our entire Christian life. 
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Saturday of the Third Week of Eastertide 

Entrance Antiphon Col 2: 12 You have been buried with Christ in 
Baptism, through which you also rose again by faith in the working 
of God, who raised him from the dead, alleluia. 

Collect O God, who in the font of Baptism have made new those 
who believe in you, keep safe those reborn in Christ, that, defeating 
every onslaught of error, they may faithfully preserve the grace of 
your blessing. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 

Scripture today : Acts 9:31-42; Psalm 116:12-17; John 6:60-69 

On hearing what Jesus taught, many of his disciples said, “This is a 
hard teaching. Who can accept it? ’’ Aware that his disciples were 
grumbling about this, Jesus said to them, "Does this offend you? 
Then what if you see the Son of Man ascend to where he was before! 
The Spirit gives life; the flesh counts for nothing. The words I have 
spoken to you—they are full of the Spirit and life. Yet there are some 
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of you who do not believe. ” For Jesus had known from the beginning 
which of them did not believe and who would betray him. He went 
on to say, “This is why I told you that no one can come to me unless 
the Father has enabled them. ” From this time many of his disciples 
turned back and no longer followed him. “Do you also want to 
leave?” Jesus asked the Twelve. Simon Peter answered him, “Lord, 
to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. We have 
come to believe and to know that you are the Holy One of God. ” 
(John 6:60-69) 

The Drama of Faith One of the greatest Christian preachers in 
the history of the United States was Archbishop Fulton Sheen. As 
well as being a master orator in radio, television and pulpit he was 
the author of numerous books of substance. Philosophy had been his 
academic specialization and I myself was once especially impressed 
with his book. The Philosophy of Religion. That said, Fulton Sheen 
was also a great interpreter of Scripture. For instance, it has often 
been thought that because of the mention in the Gospels of Judas 
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Iscariot’s theft of money from the purse, it was this fault of avarice 
that gradually led him away from Christ. But Fulton Sheen was of 
the view that it was not his love for money that led to his 
abandonment of Christ but his rejection of the doctrine of the 
Eucharist. How so? The first mention by Christ of the defection of 
Judas occurs in chapter 6 of St John’s Gospel. It appears in the very 
next sentence after our Gospel passage today. Christ had announced 
his stunning doctrine of the Eucharist, and many of his disciples 
chose not to walk with him any longer. Simon Peter, speaking for 
the Twelve, had unambiguously declared his faith in Jesus. But 
unbeknown to Simon, there was one among them to whom his 
profession of faith did not apply. For our Lord responded to Simon, 
“Have I not chosen you Twelve? Yet one of you is a devil!” So, in 
his heart Judas had refused acceptance of the doctrine of the 
Eucharist and in spirit was turning from Christ who had chosen him 
to be one of the Twelve. These words of our Lord are not included 
in our Gospel passage today: today’s selection falls just short of them 
but they are assuredly part of the drama of disbelief that is presented 
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in today’s passage. What our Lord had said was too much for many 
of his disciples. Fulton Sheen says that it was on this occasion when 
our Lord declared that his flesh must be eaten — not metaphorically 
or symbolically but truly — that he lost the masses. We can imagine 
their returning to their homes shaking their heads and dismissing our 
Lord in their family circles and among their relatives and friends. 
Perhaps it was then that the tide began to turn against our Lord. 

Of course, some of this is speculation, but what is not of 
speculation is our Lord’s dramatic announcement of his new doctrine 
of the Eucharist, and the rejection of it by many of his disciples. 
They rejected it and refused to go with him any longer. There had 
been no doctrine like it in the entire history of God’s people, and no 
prophet had uttered such a thing. Our Lord, already powerful in his 
teaching and in his works, told the people in the full light of 
publicity, in the very synagogue of the town he made his base during 
his Galilean ministry, that they must eat his flesh and drink his blood 
if they were to have the life which God was promising. No, he was 
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not speaking in metaphors. It was not just a manner of speech, yet 
another parable as it were. His flesh was real food, his blood was 
real drink and the one who fed on him would live forever. Nothing 
could be clearer, and nothing more mysterious. It was, if anything 
was, the mystery of faith in Jesus of Nazareth. This doctrine of the 
Eucharist could only be accepted on the basis that he, Jesus, had 
uttered it. The people had observed him teaching and working his 
astonishing miracles and had said of him that he spoke as one having 
authority and not as did the scribes. It could only be on his authority 
that such a doctrine could be accepted. Our Lord did not even make 
it easier — that is, if it would have been any easier — by intimating 
to them how he would do this. He did not mention that it would be 
done sacramentally. This would be revealed in time to his Apostles 
and effected at the Last Supper. Christ would give them his flesh to 
eat and his blood to drink as a sacrament. The Church calls it the 
Sacrament of the Holy Eucharist and it is the summit and the source 
of the entire life of the Church herself and of every member of the 
Church. But it requires the constant exercise of faith in the word of 



806 


Jesus as transmitted by the witness and teaching of the Church. This 
drama of faith is at the heart of discipleship and our passage today 
reminds us that many tragically fail. 

Let us place ourselves in the scene of today’s Gospel and 
watch our Lord as he turns to us and asks, do you believe what I have 
said? Or will you too go away? And with faith in him who is the 
source of life let us say together with Simon Peter, “Lord, to whom 
shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. We have come to 
believe and to know that you are the Holy One of God” (John 
6:60-69). 
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Fourth Sunday of Eastertide 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 33 (32): 5-6 The merciful love of the 
Lord fills the earth; by the word of the Lord the heavens were made, 
alleluia. 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, lead us to a share in the joys of 
heaven, so that the humble flock may reach where the brave 
Shepherd has gone before. Who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, 

Scripture today : Acts 2:14a, 36-41; Psalm 23:1-6; 

1 Peter 2:20b-25; John 10:1-10 

“Very truly I tell you Pharisees, anyone who does not enter the sheep 
pen by the gate, but climbs in by some other way, is a thief and a 
robber. The one who enters by the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. 
The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep listen to his 
voice. He ccdls his own sheep by name and leads them out. When he 
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has brought out all his own, he goes on ahead of them, and his sheep 
follow him because they know his voice. But they will never follow a 
stranger; in fact, they will run away from him because they do not 
recognize a stranger’s voice. ” Jesus used this figure of speech, but 
the Pharisees did not understand what he was telling them. 
Therefore Jesus said again, “Very truly I tell you, I am the gate for 
the sheep. All who have come before me are thieves and robbers, but 
the sheep have not listened to them. I am the gate; whoever enters 
through me will be saved. They will come in and go out, and find 
pasture. The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have 
come that they may have life, and have it to the full. ” (John 10:1-10) 

The Only Gate Our Gospel passage for today is drawn from the 
tenth chapter of St John’s Gospel in which our Lord makes 
stupendous claims, the greatest of which is that he is one in being 
with the Father and is therefore God. He also speaks of himself as 
the Good Shepherd who lays down his life for all his sheep. In our 
passage today our Lord uses a slightly different image. He tells “the 
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Jews” that he is the gate of the sheepfold, and that God’s shepherds 
must pass through him in all their dealings with the sheep. He is 
speaking especially to the Pharisees who claim a special authority to 
guide God’s sheep to pasture. But they are opposed to Jesus and, 
together with the leaders, gradually become implacably hostile to his 
teaching and ministry to the people of God. They refuse to 
acknowledge him as the gate of God’s sheepfold through which all 
shepherds must pass. In fact they come to utterly reject him. Our 
Lord gives a solemn warning: “7 am the gate; whoever enters 
through me will be saved. ” The one who refuses to accept him as the 
one and only gate to the sheep but attempts to enter or to lead the 
sheep to pasture through some other gate “is a thief and a robber ” 
(John 10:1-10). So then, our Lord is speaking both of himself and of 
the shepherds of the sheep. In the Letter to the Hebrews our Lord is 
presented as our one High Priest through whom we attain the Father, 
and our Lord himself told his disciples that no one can come to the 
Father except through him. He is the Way to the Father and in him 


resides the full Truth and all the Life of the Father. He who sees 
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him, sees the Father. “The Father and I are one”, he tells the Jews 
later in this chapter. So all who tend God’s sheep, his chosen flock, 
must do so in and through him. In our day when there has been a 
laudable growth in interest and appreciation of the various religions 
of man, there is the danger of thinking that other gates may be 
chosen to reach eternal life. As our Lord says in the Gospel and as 
the Church constantly testifies down the ages, it is he, Christ, who 
brings this abundant life. He is the only gate to heaven and to God. 
If others reach heaven, then even if they are unaware of it, they have 
passed through the only gate which is Christ. 

Christ also speaks of the shepherds of the flock. Who, in the 
plan of God are the shepherds of the flock appointed to lead the 
sheep to the abundant pasture that is Christ himself? When the risen 
Jesus met the Apostles on the shore of the Sea of Galilee he spoke to 
Simon. Do you love me, he asked. Yes? Then feed my sheep. Three 
times he asked the question and three times he entrusted Peter with 
the care of his lambs. He was giving to Peter and his successors the 
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primacy of care over his flock, and essential to the success of this 
care was a personal love for Christ. That is to say, Christ was the 
gate through which his ordained pastors must constantly pass. The 
shepherds appointed by God are those among Christ’s flock who are 
ordained to the ministerial priesthood, of which Peter and the 
Apostles were the first in time and in rank. Love for Jesus must 
distinguish their pastoral service. All the baptized share by grace in 
the life of Christ. All the baptized faithful, then, share in his one 
priesthood in the ordinary sense of being called to offer to the Father 
in union with Christ the sacrifices of their prayers, their work and 
their life. By these continual spiritual sacrifices offered in union 
with the one High Priest especially at Mass, they make the Church 
and the world more acceptable to God. In this way the entire Church 
is engaged in a vast priestly activity on behalf of the world. But he, 
the ordinary member of Christ’s Faithful with what might be called 
his ordinary and common share in Christ’s priesthood, is of course 
not a designated shepherd of God’s flock as such. The shepherd of 
Christ’s flock is the ordained priest, the one who has received the 
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Sacrament of Orders empowering him with the gifts of the Spirit to 
lead the flock of Christ to pasture and that pasture is, of course, 
Christ himself. His share in Christ’s priesthood is of an essentially 
different kind to that of the lay faithful. He acts in Christ’s person in 
offering the sacrifice of the Mass, in forgiving sins, in anointing the 
sick, in confirming the baptized, in preaching God’s word and 
administering the Sacraments, and all of this precisely and 
distinctively as pastor. In short, his task is to feed the flock of God 
with Christ himself. By the power of the Sacrament of Holy Orders 
he makes present in his person and activity Jesus himself, the Good 
Shepherd and one High Priest. 

In all his dealings with God and with mankind the ordained 
Catholic priest must constantly pass through the one gate which is 
Christ. He may never pass through another gate, or preach another 
Christ, another message, nor sound a different trumpet from that of 
the Church gathered around the chief pastor, the successor of Simon 
Peter to whom Christ entrusted all his lambs, all his sheep. For this 
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reason Christ’s faithful love the ordained priesthood because they 
know that through this ordained priesthood they are led by Christ the 
Good Shepherd to their eternal pasture. 

Further reading : The Catechism of the Catholic Church, no. 
1539-1553 (The sacrament of orders in the economy of salvation) 

-- 
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Monday of the Fourth Week of Eastertide 

Entrance Antiphon Rom 6:9 Christ, having risen from the dead, dies 
now no more; death will no longer have dominion over him, alleluia. 

Collect O God, perfect light of the blessed, by whose gift we 
celebrate the paschal mysteries on earth, bring us, we pray, to rejoice 
in the full measure of your grace for ages unending. Through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 11:1-18; Psalm 42:2-3; 43:3, 4; 

John 10:11-18 

I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for 
the sheep. The hired man is not the shepherd who owns the sheep. 
So when he sees the wolf coming, he abandons the sheep and runs 
away. Then the wolf attacks the flock and scatters it. The man runs 
away because he is a hired man and cares nothing for the sheep. 1 
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am the good shepherd; I know my sheep and my sheep know me — 
just as the Father knows me and I know the Father — and I lay down 
my life for the sheep. I have other sheep that are not of this sheep 
fold. / must lead them also. They too will listen to my voice, and 
there shall be one flock and one shepherd. The reason my Father 
loves me is that I lay down my life — only to take it up again. No one 
takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have power to 
lay it down and power to take it up again. This command I received 
from my Father. (John 10:11-18 - alternative Gospel) 

The Good Shepherd There are a number of important things our 
Lord tells us about himself in today’s Gospel. In the Old Testament 
Yahweh God had promised he would raise up for his flock a good 
shepherd, one who would truly tend the sheep and lead them to 
pasture. Our Lord tells us that he is that Good Shepherd and that 
God’s sheep belong to him. Our Lord stresses some distinguishing 
characteristics of his being the Good Shepherd. Firstly, he lays down 
his life for the sheep and this laying down of his life is an integral 
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and necessary part of his care for the sheep (John 10:11-18). It 
manifests that they belong to him — they are his responsibility. He 
is not like the hired man to whom the sheep do not belong. Christ 
cares intensely for each of them and, as with the flocks of olden days, 
he the Shepherd knows them individually and they know him. This 
is due to the loving choice of Christ and the action of the Holy Spirit 
in us. By our baptism we are endowed with the gift of faith which 
inclines our minds and hearts to listen to him and to follow him. 
How sad if this God-given and holy inclination is neglected or 
allowed to die away through unrepented sin! So strong is this mutual 
relationship between Christ and each of us who by faith and baptism 
are in him, that our Lord gives an extraordinary parallel. He tells us 
that just as the Father knows him and he knows the Father, so too he 
knows us and we know him. The foundation of this relationship 
between us and Christ is the gift of the Holy Spirit to us. Just as the 
Father and the Son are united in the Holy Spirit who is their life of 
love, so too we are united to Christ by the gift of the Holy Spirit who 
is the love of God in person. As Christ says elsewhere in the Gospel, 
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the Father is in me and I am in him. So too, as St Paul and the New 
Testament repeatedly states, Christ is in us and we are in him. This 
is the mystery now revealed, St Paul writes in one of his Letters, 
Christ in you, your hope of glory. 

So then, an ineffable bond exists between Christ and each of 
us his sheep. It is a bond that has been established by God himself as 
a supernatural given and it is grounded in the life of the Trinity itself, 
in the bond between each of the three divine Persons. For this reason 
St Paul writes in one of his Letters that neither height nor depth, nor 
anything in all of creation, can come between us and the love of God 
in Christ. He is our Good Shepherd and he lays down his life for us 
his sheep, and the result of that gift of his life is that we are in him 
and he is in us. Furthermore, there are other sheep, our Lord says — 
thinking of the ages to come — that are not yet of his fold. They too 
he must lead to pasture. “/ have other sheep that are not of this 
sheep fold. / must lead them also. They too will listen to my voice, 
and there shall be one flock and one shepherd .” So it is the divine 
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plan that all men come to eternal life in and through Christ. He is the 
way to the Father. The Father and I are one , he says. I am the Way, 
the Truth and the Life. For this reason, just before he ascended into 
heaven he charged his disciples to go to the whole world and make 
disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. God’s dream and plan for the 
salvation of mankind is that there be one flock and one shepherd, one 
Church and one Head of that Church. There are many Christians 
who do not see the unity of all Christians in one fold, in one Church, 
as being the plan of God. They are mistaken as to Christ’s intention. 
There is one and only Saviour of the world and by the power of his 
freely chosen death and resurrection — his laying down of his life 
and taking it up again — that Saviour is the Head and source of unity 
of his one flock. They are called to listen to his voice in the one fold 
under the one Shepherd. That fold is the Church Christ founded on 
his Apostles with Peter at their head. The Church is an essential part 
of Christ’s work of redeeming the world. 
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Let us entrust ourselves to the keeping of the Good Shepherd 
who has laid down his life for us and has taken it up again for our 
salvation. We, who by baptism belong to him and to his fold, ought 
to thank him and promise to live as sheep who belong to him who is 
the Good Shepherd. Let us take up the mission of bringing Christ to 
the world so that others who are not yet of his fold will find life in 
his name by being led to the one fold and the one Shepherd. He is 
King of kings and Lord of lords, and the Shepherd of the world and 
of all men. 
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Tuesday of the Fourth Week of Eastertide 

Entrance Antiphon Rev 19:7, 6 Let us rejoice and be glad and give 
glory to God, for the Lord our God the Almighty reigns, alleluia. 

Collect Grant, we pray, almighty God, that, celebrating the 
mysteries of the Lord’s Resurrection, we may merit to receive the joy 
of our redemption. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 11:19-26; Psalm 87:lb-7; John 10:22-30 

Then came the Feast of Dedication at Jerusalem. It was winter, and 
Jesus was in the temple area walking in Solomon’s Colonnade. The 
Jews gathered round him, saying, How long will you keep us in 
suspense? If you are the Christ, tell us plainly. Jesus answered, I did 
tell you, but you do not believe. The miracles I do in my Father’s 
name speak for me, but you do not believe because you are not my 
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sheep. My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me. 
I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no-one can 
snatch them out of my hand. My Father, who has given them to me, 
is greater than all; no-one can snatch them out of my Father’s hand. 
I and the Father are one. (John 10:22-30) 

Jesus As I have observed elsewhere, one of the hallmarks of St 
John’s Gospel is its ample use of empirical detail. For instance, in 
chapter 5 we have the account of the cure of the sick man at the Pool 
of Bethzatha. St John begins by giving a few details: “ Now at the 
Sheep Pool in Jerusalem there is a building, ccdled Bethzatha in 
Hebrew, consisting of five porticos ”. Incidentally, we notice that St 
John places this scene in the present tense: he does not write that 
“there was a building called Bethzatha.” but that “ there is a building 
ccdled Bethzatha .” It might indicate that he wrote this text prior to 
the destruction of Jerusalem and not nearly as late as some textual 
scholars have maintained. That speculation aside, my point here is 
John’s practice of including detail , showing how vivid was his 
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memory of what he had observed. In our Gospel today from chapter 
10 he includes the detail that it was the Feast of Dedication and that 
“if was winter, and Jesus was walking in the Portico of Solomon." 
Why mention this seemingly unnecessary detail? I suspect it was due 
to John’s fondness for situating the event in the setting he remembers 
so well. It emphasises its factuality. It was winter, and perhaps our 
Lord was walking up and down the colonnade with his disciples to 
keep warm — perhaps, who knows! These small details help us to 
appreciate constantly that we are talking here of real history, of hard 
facts, of situations and interchanges that were observed. We are 
talking of a real, flesh-and-blood Jesus, of the man who was God the 
Son being profoundly engaged with his time and place. Christianity 
is a religion grounded not in myth and allegory but in concrete facts, 
and the numerous seemingly unnecessary details of the Gospels 
assist us in appreciating this. So then, in this place and in this time of 
the year the Jews interrupt our Lord in his walking and gather around 
him to ask the fundamental question: Who are you? Tell us plainly, 


are you the Christ? 
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Our Lord’s answer makes it clear that they are asking this 
because they refuse to believe. He has already indicated to them who 
he is, but they will not accept it. He has told them and has worked 
numerous miracles to support what he has said, but to no avail 
because they are not part of his flock — and that, by their own 
choice. His sheep are those whom God has placed into his hands. 
Jesus the Good Shepherd knows his sheep and they know him. They 
listen to him and they follow him. We read, “ Jesus answered, I did 
tell you, but you do not believe. The miracles I do in my Father’s 
name speak for me, but you do not believe because you are not my 
sheep. My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow 
me” (John 10:22-30). So in the question the leaders ask, we have 
before us the drama of unbelief and of the tragedy it entails. Those 
who listen to Jesus, who know him and who follow him are the 
object of his unfailing care and nurture. As his flock they are 
absolutely secure from all enemies and no one will be able to snatch 
them out of his hand. “7 know them, and they follow me. I give them 
eternal life, and they shall never perish; no-one can snatch them out 
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of my hand .” Our Lord is speaking in the same way as the God who 
is Father of all would speak, and this is exactly what he goes on to 
claim: that he is indeed one with the Father. “My Father, who has 
given them to me, is greater than all; no-one can snatch them out of 
my Father’s hand. I and the Father are one ” (John 10:22-30). The 
Father is greater than all, and Jesus is one with the Father. Jesus, 
then, is greater than all — as is the Father. He is God, just as the 
Father is God. We are speaking here of a God who reveals himself 
as love, love within the Trinity itself and love for us his children. 
Just as the Father loves us tenderly and will guard us against all 
dangers and give to us life eternal, so too does Jesus. In this love for 
us too, apart from their oneness in being, the Father and Jesus are 
one. 


In our Gospel passage today, replete with its concrete detail, 
our Lord reveals himself to be one with the Father and equal to him. 
Together with the Father he loves and cares for us with 
unconquerable fidelity. We can rely on Jesus totally. He is our 
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Good Shepherd and no one can snatch us from his loving care. Let 
us entrust ourselves to him completely and resolve to know him more 
and more fully, and to listen to him and to follow him with daily 
obedience. 


■rb»©«dv 


Wednesday of the Fourth Week of Eastertide 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 18 (17):50; 22 (21):23 I will praise you, 
LORD, among the nations; I will tell of your name to my kin, 
alleluia. 

Collect O God, life of the faithful, glory of the humble, blessedness 
of the just, listen kindly to the prayers of those who call on you, that 
they who thirst for what you generously promise may always have 
their fill of your plenty. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 


God, for ever and ever. 
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Scripture today : Acts 12:24- 13:5a; Psalm 67:2-3, 5, 6 and 8; 

John 12:44-50 

Then Jesus cried out, When a man believes in me, he does not believe 
in me only, but in the one who sent me. When he sees me, he sees the 
one who sent me. 1 have come into the world as a light, so that 
no-one who believes in me should stay in darkness. As for the person 
who hears my words but does not keep them, I do not judge him. For 
/ did not come to judge the world, but to save it. There is a judge for 
the one who rejects me and does not accept my words; that very 
word which / spoke will condemn him at the last day. For l did not 
speak of my own accord, but the Father who sent me commanded me 
what to say and how to say it. I know that his command leads to 
eternal life. So whatever I say is just what the Father has told me to 
say. (John 12:44-50) 

Christ The Centre Central to our Lord’s message of the Good 
News is his own person. He manifests the most profound humility 
combined with a presentation of himself as the object of religious 
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belief. Belief in his person and the acceptance of his person as the 
light and life of the world, as the Messiah and as the Son of God, is 
the door to salvation and to perfection in holiness. This is not only 
the case for a select number of personal disciples but for the world. 7 
am the light of the world , he says. He commanded his disciples to go 
to the whole world and make disciples of all the nations. Whoever 
believes and is baptized will be saved. In volume I of his great book 
Jesus of Nazareth (2007), Pope Benedict XVI comments respectfully 
on Rabbi Neusner’s dialogue about Jesus (P.105), in which it is 
asked, what did the sage Jesus add to the Law, the Prophets and the 
Scriptures? The answer is, Himself! Jesus’ very self is central to his 
message. Perfection now consists in following the person of Jesus 
and Jesus himself sums up the entire revelation of God. Indeed, 
Jesus identifies himself with God. However, we also notice that in 
the very act of pointing to himself as the object of revealed religion, 
Jesus points to the Father. This is what we see our Lord stressing in 
our Gospel passage today. “ When a man believes in me, he does not 
believe in me only, but in the one who sent me. When he sees me, he 
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sees the one who sent me.” So close is the relationship of Jesus with 
the Father who is distinct from him as a person, that when we believe 
in him, we are believing in the Father who sent him. Indeed, when 
we see Jesus we see the Father who sent him. St Paul writes in one 
of his Letters that Christ is the image of the invisible God, and our 
Lord stated to his Apostles that the one who sees him sees the Father. 
So while our Lord in his message points to himself, in his humility 
he points to the Father. With the one hand Jesus points to himself 
and with the other to the Father. 

“7 have come into the world as a light, so that no-one who 
believes in me should stay in darkness .” He has come into the world 
as the light of the world, and his word, which is the light and life of 
men, will be their judge on the last day. The word of Jesus has its 
origin in the command of the Father. “For 7 did not speak of my 
own accord, but the Father who sent me commanded me what to say 
and how to say it. 7 know that his command leads to eternal life. So 
whatever I say is just what the Father has told me to say ” (John 
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12:44-50). In pointing to his heavenly Father, he is revealing the 
enormous implications of accepting or rejecting his word. What 
Jesus says comes not only from himself but from the Father who sent 
him. Accepting and living according to the word of Jesus means 
accepting both God the Son and the Father who sent him, and all of 
this by the power and grace of the Holy Spirit. So then the entire 
religious life of the Christian comes down to this - hearing the word 
of Christ and putting it into practice as being the word of the Father, 
the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God in three divine persons. The 
Gospels present us with the word of God the Holy Trinity, and the 
Holy Trinity stands revealed as the heart and soul of divine 
revelation. May I suggest that we find ways of constantly renewing 
our faith in the Holy Trinity. A very good practice to keep this faith 
in the Trinity alive is at the beginning and end of every prayer to 
make the sign of the cross with the hand touching the forehead, the 
chest and then each shoulder all the while saying, ‘7/z the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit .” Everywhere we see 
Moslems in their distinctive garb. I would suggest that a very good 
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way for the Christian to bear witness to the Trinity is to make the 
sign of the Cross every time he prays, be it privately in one’s own 
room or publicly when passing a Catholic church or when dining in a 
restaurant. 

Let us resolve to place Jesus at the centre of our entire 
religious life. He is the Centre. He is the light of our life. But he is 
also the image and revelation of the Father, and he who sees Jesus 
sees the Father. What Jesus says is what the Father says and has 
commanded him to say. What the Father and the Son do, they do by 
the power of the Holy Spirit. By the grace of our baptism we have 
been granted a share in the life of the Holy Trinity. God the Holy 
Trinity is our life now and hereafter. 


7b»©«dv 





831 


Thursday of the Fourth Week of Easter 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 68 (67):8-9, 20 O God, when you went 
forth before your people, marching with them and living among 
them, the earth trembled, heavens poured down rain, alleluia. 

Collect O God, who restore human nature to yet greater dignity than 
at its beginnings, look upon the amazing mystery of your loving 
kindness, and in those you have chosen to make new through the 
wonder of rebirth may you preserve the gifts of your enduring grace 
and blessing. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives 
and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever 
and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 13:13-25; Psalm 89:2-3, 21-22, 25 and 27; 
John 13:16-20 

l tell you the truth, no servant is greater than his master, nor is a 
messenger greater than the one who sent him. Now that you know 
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these things, you will be blessed if you do them. I am not referring to 
all of you; 1 know those 1 have chosen. But this is to fulfil the 
scripture: ‘He who shares my bread has lifted up his heel against 
me. ’ I am telling you now before it happens, so that when it does 
happen you will believe that I AM. I tell you the truth, whoever 
accepts anyone I send accepts me; and whoever accepts me accepts 
the one who sent me. (John 13:16-20) 

Jesus Is Divine In any discussion of Christianity it has to be said 
time and time again that the person of Jesus is the object of the 
Christian religion. Christ is God’s greatest Messenger, but he is not 
just a messenger. He is himself both the Saviour and the object of 
our love and worship. Furthermore, in loving and worshipping him 
we love and worship, in and through him, the Father, and we do this 
in the Holy Spirit. The Christian is not just a follower, nor even just 
a disciple of Christ as if Jesus were simply the world’s greatest 
teacher and prophet. No, the Christian is one who loves Christ and 
who wishes to love and worship him with all his heart and soul. This 
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is because Christ is God. He is divine. He is the one and only God, 
though he is distinct as a person from his heavenly Father who is also 
the one and only God, as is the Spirit of God who is also distinct as a 
divine person. So let us all, throughout our life, contemplate the 
divinity of Jesus Christ because this is the linchpin and 
distinguishing mark of true Christianity. This said, let us take our 
Gospel passage today and consider its wonderful teaching. Our Lord 
is with his Apostles at the Last Supper and has just washed their feet. 
He warns them that one of their number will betray him and then 
says that “7 am telling you now before it happens, so that when it 
does happen you will believe that I AM.” I Am! The expression he 
uses in this remarkable assertion is the most hallowed in Israel’s 
religious history: the Greek in St John’s Gospel is, ego eimi, I AM. 
It is the same name (as translated from the Hebrew into the 
Septuagint Greek) uttered by Yahweh when, at the Burning Bush 
(Exodus 3:14), Moses asked for his name. 7 am who am, he replied. 
I am he who is. Thus shall you say to the children of Israel, I AM, 
has sent you. So Yahweh God’s name was I AM — a name that 
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evoked a profound religious respect on the part of God’s chosen 
people and an unending stream of theological and philosophical 
exploration over the course of the centuries ever since. This was the 
name our Lord used to designate himself in our Gospel today (John 
13:16-20). Our Lord was claiming to be Yahweh God himself. He is 
the same Yahweh God who spoke to Moses — as is also his 
heavenly Father. 

Our Lord not only said this in the intimate circle of his 
Apostles during the Last Supper, the night before he died on the 
Cross for mankind. He had said it publicly. We read in John chapter 
8 that our Lord made another extraordinary claim. Whoever keeps 
my word will never see death. Whose word has this power if not 
God? It was the whole drift and meaning of the Old Testament that 
man lives by every word that comes from the mouth of God, and it 
was this which our Lord quoted to Satan, when in the wilderness 
Satan tempted him to use his power to feed himself from the stones 
of the desert. Man does not live on bread alone but on every word 
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that comes from the mouth of God. Here our Lord is stating publicly 
that whoever keeps his word will live forever. His audience 
responded in astonishment: “Who are you claiming to be?” Abraham 
has died, they said, and so have the prophets! In respect to Abraham, 
our Lord responded, he rejoiced when he saw me. You have seen 
Abraham? they asked in astonishment. Yes, our Lord replied, and 
“before Abraham ever was, I AM." What could be clearer? He was 
the Yahweh who had called Abraham and who had given to him his 
mission of being father to God’s chosen people. He, Jesus, was the 
Yahweh (together with the Father and the Holy Spirit) who had given 
his divine name to Moses from the Burning Bush. We read that as 
soon as our Lord said this "they picked up stones to throw at him, but 
Jesus hid himself in the Temple ” (John 8:58-59). Again, on another 
occasion we read that on being attacked by the leaders for curing on 
the Sabbath our Lord replied that “my Father continues to work, and 
so therefore do /.” At this they were more intent on killing him 
because, “ not content with breaking the Sabbath he spoke of God as 
his own Father and so made himself equal to God ” (John 5:18). On 
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a further occasion he stated publicly that he and the Father were one, 
and that he was in the Father and the Father was in him (John 10). 
At this, we read, they took immediate action to execute him, but he 
eluded them. 

Christ gave himself up for the salvation of each and every 
man and woman. His offering of himself for our salvation was an act 
of witness to the truth in obedience to the will of the Father. That 
truth was above all the truth about himself and all that he had 
revealed and would do for us. He is the Messiah and the Son of God 
made man. He is the Lord God, the Second Person of the Holy 
Trinity, three persons in one God. He is the Saviour of mankind and 
is the object of the Christian religion. Life’s great project is to love 
him with all our hearts and to bring the knowledge and love of him to 
the world. 
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Friday of the Fourth Week of Easter 

Entrance Antiphon Rev 5:9-10 You have redeemed us, Lord, by 
your Blood, from every tribe and tongue and people and nation, and 
have made us into a kingdom, priests for our God, alleluia. 

Collect O God, author of our freedom and of our salvation, listen to 
the voice of our pleading and grant that those you have redeemed by 
the shedding of your Son’s Blood may have life through you and, 
under your protection, rejoice for ever unharmed. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 13:26-33; Psalm 2:6-7, 8-9, 10-1 lab; 

John 14:1-6 

Jesus said to his disciples: Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust 
in God; trust cdso in me. In my Father’s house are many rooms; if it 
were not so, I would have told you. I am going there to prepare a 
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place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come 
back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I am. 
You know the way to the place where / am going. Thomas said to 
him, Lord, we don’t know where you are going, so how can we know 
the way? Jesus answered, I am the way and the truth and the life. 
No-one comes to the Father except through me. (John 14:1-6) 

The Truth Many decades ago in Australia it was difficult for the 
lay person to study Religion formally at tertiary level, and then to 
attempt to use his studies to forge a career. Philosophy of religion 
and Theology and allied subjects such as the history of the Church 
and of Christianity were available in ecclesiastical institutions of 
study (such as seminaries) but were not easily available at secular 
institutions. It was an academic anomaly in view of the great 
importance of these subjects, but so it was. Religion was perceived 
as a matter of subjective personal opinion and not as a serious 
academic project. All has now changed. There are abundant 
opportunities to study Religion at tertiary institutions right to 
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doctoral level. In secondary schools whether state or religious, there 
are plenty of opportunities to take Religious Studies. Many students 
excel in the field. However, with this has come the tendency to set 
aside — without necessarily intending it — the issue of truth. By 
that I mean that religion is studied as a social, cultural or 
anthropological phenomenon and the question of the truth of the 
religion being studied tends to be quietly set aside. At this point, 
then, the underlying issue becomes obliquely philosophical. The 
unsaid assumption can be that the truth of the matter cannot really be 
known, or that the truth of the matter is not really important, or that 
there is no real truth but only personal perceptions which are useful 
in some sense. Relativism rather than Realism then drives the work 
at hand, and if we are speaking of the study or reading of religion in 
a Catholic or Christian circle or school, then the situation has become 
serious. The unspoken assumption that truth is relative to the 
perceiver will undermine the foundations of religion in a person’s 
life, and especially in the life of the Christian. Our Lord’s claims are 
absolute and objective. Christ requires a realist philosophy, one that 
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stands for the truth of what he says and for the error of its denial. 
What I am saying is that in our day the Christian must be alive to the 
presence and the temptation of Relativism in religious belief. 

Let these brief observations serve as a context for our reading 
of the Gospel of today. Our Lord tells his disciples that they are to 
trust in God and to trust in him — in him as if he were on a par with 
the Father, which he is. Then he is asked by Thomas where he is 
going, and what is the way there. Our Lord replies, ‘7 am the way 
and the truth and the life. No-one conies to the Father except 
through me ” (John 14:1-6). Our Lord does not say that he is a way, 
and part of the truth and that he is offering some life. He says that he 
is the way, the truth and the life. He reinforces his utterance by an 
unambiguous declaration that no one can come to the Father except 
through him. Now, one of the most persistent features of human 
culture is the presence of religion. Religious practice 
characteristically shapes and even drives human society, and the 
anomaly of modern secular culture is just that — secularism is an 
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anomaly when set against the generality of mankind. Even so, the 
various substitutes for religion abound even in the modern age. 
Religion has always been widespread and the various leaders and 
founders of religion have been critical to human history. The great 
ones stand out: Zoroaster, Buddha, Confucius, Mahomet and many 
others. However, Christ states that no one comes to the Father 
except through him. This is a core and fundamental Christian tenet, 
such that a person cannot be regarded as a Christian in the sense 
intended by Christ, unless this unique status of his be accorded to 
him. To be a Christian has to involve discovering in faith that Christ 
is the only way to access the Father. Other ways may tend to him but 
the only way to reach the Father is through Jesus Christ. He is the 
one and only Saviour of the world. Therefore if, through his good 
life and earnest efforts the non-Christian reaches God (as we trust so 
very many would) then it has been, unbeknown to him, due to the 
grace and work of Christ. This truth about Christ ought drive a sense 
of mission in the daily life of the Christian and lead him to bear 
witness readily in his everyday life to Christ the one and only 
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Saviour. This is why Christ commanded his disciples to preach the 
good news to the whole world. 

Let us place ourselves in the intimacy of our Lord’s 
conversation with his Apostles in our Gospel today. He asks us to 
trust in him — to trust in him and not in other things. Let us then 
trust in him: Jesus, I trust in you! He is the one sure object of human 
trust and faith. He will lead us to the Father if we but cleave to him 
and live according to his word. No one can attain to the Father 
except through Jesus. He is the only way to the Father. So let us live 
our lives based on this great fact, and let us strive, for love of our 
fellow man, to bring this truth to the world. 
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Saturday of the Fourth Week of Eastertide 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. 1 Pt 2:9 O chosen people, proclaim the 
mighty works of him who called you out of darkness into his 
wonderful light, alleluia. 

Collect O God, who in the celebration of Easter graciously give to 
the world the healing of heavenly remedies, show benevolence to 
your Church, that our present observance may benefit us for eternal 
life. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns 
with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 13:44-52; Psalm 98:1-4; John 14:7-14 

Jesus said to his disciples: If you really knew me, you would know 
my Father as well. From now on, you do know him and have seen 
him. Philip said, Lord, show us the Father and that will be enough 
for us. Jesus answered: Don’t you know me, Philip, even after / have 
been among you such a long time? Anyone who has seen me has seen 
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the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father ’? Don’t you 
believe that I am in the Father, and that the Father is in me? The 
words I say to you are not just my own. Rather, it is the Father, 
living in me, who is doing his work. Believe me when I say that I am 
in the Father and the Father is in me; or at least believe on the 
evidence of the miracles themselves. I tell you the truth, anyone who 
has faith in me will do what I have been doing. He will do even 
greater things than these, because I am going to the Father. And I 
will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Son may bring 
glory to the Father. You may ask me for anything in my name, and 1 
will do it. (John 14:7-14) 

Jesus and The Father Just place yourself in the scene of the Last 
Supper and consider the context in which our Lord makes his 
remarkable statements in our Gospel passage today. It is the night 
before he is to suffer and to die. His life is about to end in apparent 
disgrace and humiliation, abandoned virtually by all. There is 
scarcely any possibility of pretence in the face of these 
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circumstances. Moreover, the scene is one of familiarity and 
intimacy. Our Lord is with his Apostles and the communication 
between them is simple and direct. There are no helps to a sense of 
awe and majesty surrounding the person of Jesus. All his disciples 
see is the man before them with whom they have constantly 
associated for the previous few years. So human is the situation that 
even one of their own number on that very night will betray him into 
the hands of his enemies. And yet amid this familiarity, amid this 
ordinariness and lack of supporting phenomena our Lord makes a 
wondrous claim. He says that the one who sees him sees the Father. 
He tells them that if they really know him, they know the Father too. 
Indeed, he says, their having been with him so constantly ought to 
have brought this home to them. “ Jesus said to his disciples: If you 
really knew me, you would know my Father as well. From now on, 
you do know him and have seen him. Philip said, Lord, show us the 
Father and that will be enough for us. Jesus answered: Don 7 you 
know me, Philip, even after I have been among you such a long time? 
Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father ” (John 14:7-14). Jesus 
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is not the Father, but to see him is to see the Father. So then, all that 
the Father is the Son is, without the person of the Father being the 
person of the Son. As St Paul writes, the Son is the image and the 
revelation of the Father. We can imagine how the words of our Lord 
at the Last Supper burnt themselves into the memory of John and 
how he would have pondered on them and preached on them all his 
long life, recording them lovingly in his Gospel. 

Our Lord then makes a remarkable statement about the 
relationship between him and the Father which is so mysterious and 
yet so illuminating. He says, “ How can you say, ‘Show us the 
Father ’? Don 7 you believe that I am in the Father, and that the 
Father is in me?” Consider the very wording our Lord uses. If two 
friends are very close to one another, or even a husband and a wife, 
they might say that they are united to one another in love. But they 
would not normally say that they are “in” one another. The husband 
would not say of himself that he is “in” his wife, and the wife would 
not say that she is “in” her husband. But this is exactly what our 



847 


Lord says of himself and the Father: the Father is in me and I am in 
the Father. Moreover, our Lord speaks to Philip as if this ought to 
have been evident to anyone who has seen him so constantly as has 
Philip. “Do you not believe that I am in the Father and that the 
Father is in me?” To speak of himself as in the Father is to suggest 
something far greater and more ontological than merely a oneness in 
love. It suggests a union in the very being of the two persons while 
retaining their duality precisely as persons. There is not only a 
oneness in love between the two divine persons but a oneness in their 
very being. Each of the two are the one God — there are two 
persons “in” the one God. Each is “in” the other because each is the 
one divine being. Neither person can be regarded as in any sense 
distinct from the being of the one and only God, and yet the Father is 
distinct in his personhood from the person of the Son, just as, we 
might add, the Holy Spirit is distinct in his person from both the 
Father and the Son. Our Lord in these very simple terms speaks of 
the holy Trinity and of the unique and incomparable relationship he 
has with the Father. Moreover, this ineffable partnership between 
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Jesus and the Father is operative in all that our Lord does. “The 
words / say to you are not just my own. Rather, it is the Father, 
living in me, who is doing his work.” 

What a wonderful thing it is, then, to enter into a relationship 
with the living, risen Jesus. In seeing him we see the Father. In 
entering into union with him, we enter into union with the fullness of 
the Godhead and with each of the three divine persons. How great is 
the effectiveness of our prayer if we direct our prayer to Jesus, for he 
says, “7 will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Son may 
bring glory to the Father. You may ask me for anything in my name, 
and I will do it” (John 14:7-14). The mystery of the Blessed Trinity, 
one God in three persons, is at the heart of the entire Christian life 
and is the source of all our hopes. 
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Fifth Sunday of Eastertide 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 98 (97): 1-2 O sing a new song to the 
Lord, for he has worked wonders; in the sight of the nations he has 
shown his deliverance, alleluia. The Gloria in excelsis (Glory to God 
in the highest) is said. 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, constantly accomplish the 
Paschal Mystery within us, that those you were pleased to make new 
in Holy Baptism may, under your protective care, bear much fruit 
and come to the joys of life eternal. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 6:1-7; Psalm 33:1-2, 4-5, 18-19; 

1 Peter 2:4-9; John 14:1-12 

Jesus said to his disciples: Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust 
in God; trust also in me. In my Father’s house are many rooms; if it 
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were not so, I would have told you. 1 am going there to prepare a 
place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come 
back and take you to be with me that you cdso may be where / am. 
You know the way to the place where I am going. Thomas said to 
him, Lord, we don’t know where you are going, so how can we know 
the way? Jesus answered, I am the way and the truth and the life. 
No-one comes to the Father except through me. If you recdly knew 
me, you would know my Father as well. From now on, you do know 
him and have seen him. Philip said, Lord, show us the Father and 
that will be enough for us. Jesus answered: Don’t you know me, 
Philip, even after I have been among you such a long time? Anyone 
who has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us 
the Father ’? Don’t you believe that I am in the Father, and that the 
Father is in me? The words I say to you are not just my own. Rather, 
it is the Father, living in me, who is doing his work. Believe me 
when I say that / am in the Father and the Father is in me; or at least 
believe on the evidence of the miracles themselves. 1 tell you the 
truth, anyone who has faith in me will do what I have been doing. 
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He will do even greater things than these, because I am going to the 
Father. (John 14:1-12) 

The Value of Life One of the most serious and contested issues 
of the modem world is the status of human life when life is difficult, 
inconvenient and painful. When life is difficult, how is the value of 
that life to be regarded? A child is conceived — perhaps out of 
wedlock — and the fact perhaps brings enormous difficulties. How 
is the value of that new life to be regarded in view of the difficulties? 
Is it an absolute value or must it give way before the value of a life of 
relative tranquility? Or again, a state (let us say, China) judges that 
for the tranquility of the nation a limit to births in all families must 
be imposed by any means. So while an unborn child has a certain 
value it may be aborted in view of the perceived value of national 
prosperity. Let us take another scenario. An elderly person is 
suffering from constant loneliness and depression and sees no value 
in his or her life. Life is difficult and so its value is considered by 
her and her relatives to be of little value precisely because of the 
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difficulties it entails. Or again, it may not be the difficulty of 
depression. The difficulty could be entirely physical — life has 
brought a debilitating and painful cancer. So what is the value of her 
life? Again, the person may not be suffering from a chronic 
depression or physical pain. He simply may not see any purpose in 
life. Life is perceived as meaningless and boring. So he thinks it has 
no value and society may be tempted to allow him the right to act on 
this perception. My point in mentioning these various attitudes is 
simply to highlight the contemporary tendency to relativize the value 
of human life. Life tends to be regarded as having value if it is free 
from difficulty or inconvenience. This is not the time to engage in a 
serious philosophical analysis of the validity of these judgments. 
Rather, I would like simply to consider the Christian view as 
grounded in the words of Jesus Christ. Let us then briefly consider 
what our Lord’s words in today’s Gospel suggest about the value of 
our life, even if and when it proves to be difficult. 
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First of all, whatever be our difficulties in life our Lord tells 
us that we are not to let our hearts be troubled. There is consolation 
nearby, and its source is above all God. Whatever be the difficulty, 
we are to trust in Jesus and in the Father. “Do not let your hearts be 
troubled. Trust in God and trust also in me.” Whether it be the 
mother bearing her unborn and perhaps unexpected child, whether it 
be the person suffering from a long-standing depression, whether it 
be the person who sees no point in life, whether it be the elderly 
person consumed in pain, the practical answer is not to set life aside 
but to trust in God and to trust in Christ. Now, this is not merely the 
answer for the individual. It is the answer for the world. In the face 
of difficulties countries are not to put down human life in order to 
avoid difficulty and inconvenience. God and his law are to be 
followed and in a spirit of religious trust. Moreover, this world and 
this life is not all that there is. There is something far more 
wonderful to hope for and a great reward is in store for the one who 
resolutely pursues the path of Christ whatever be the difficulty. Our 
Lord tells his disciples that “In my Father’s house are many rooms; 
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if it were not so, I would have told you. 1 am going there to prepare 
a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come 
back and take you to be with me that you also may be where l am ” 
(John 14:1-12). Everything of true worth is to be found in God and 
in Jesus, and hence we have a wonderful hope to live by in the midst 
of life’s difficulties. Those who make the value of life relative to the 
degree of difficulty it involves, have not accepted Christ’s teaching 
on the joy of eternity ahead of us. I will take you to be with me, our 
Lord assures us. A famous writer of the nineteenth century, John 
Henry Newman (now beatified), wrote at the end of one of his 
greatest books that life is short and eternity long. Every person who 
is living what the providence of God has allowed to be a difficult 
life, ought remember those words. He ought trust, have faith, and he 
ought to hope. 

Jesus Christ is the way, the truth and the life. In the nineteen 
thirties in Rome there lived a child suffering from bone cancer. Her 


name was Antonietta, nicknamed Nannolina. When she was five 
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years of age one of her legs had to be amputated. She bore it 
cheerfully saying she connected it with Jesus’ suffering. As her 
disease worsened, she dictated poems or letters to God, Jesus and 
Mary. She died five months before her seventh birthday, and the 
letters were later cited as the record of a young mystic. The Pope has 
announced that he hopes that this child will eventually be canonized. 
The Pope said that “ in a few years, Nannolina reached the summit of 
Christian perfection that we are cdl ccdled to climb; she quickly 
travelled the superhighway that leads to Jesus.'’’’ She recognized the 
value of her life and acted on it in the midst of all her sufferings. Let 
us resolve to value every single life whatever be its pain and to bear 
witness to this before others. 
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Monday of the Fifth Week of Eastertide 

Entrance Antiphon The Good Shepherd has risen, who laid down his 
life for his sheep and willingly died for his flock, alleluia. 

Collect May your right hand, O Lord, we pray, encompass your 
family with perpetual help, so that, defended from all wickedness by 
the Resurrection of your Only Begotten Son, we may make our way 
by means of your heavenly gifts. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 14:5-18; Psalmll5:l-2, 3-4, 15-16; 

John 14:21-26 

Jesus said to his disciples: Whoever has my commands and obeys 
them, he is the one who loves me. He who loves me will be loved by 
my Father, and I too will love him and show myself to him. Then 
Judas (not Judas Iscariot) said, But, Lord, why do you intend to show 
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yourself to us and not to the world? Jesus replied, If anyone loves 
me, he will obey my teaching. My Father will love him, and we will 
come to him and make our home with him. He who does not love me 
will not obey my teaching. These words you hear are not my own; 
they belong to the Father who sent me. All this / have spoken while 
still with you. But the Counsellor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father 
will send in my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of 
everything I have said to you. (John 14:21-26) 

Ultimate Love The foremost religious mind of nineteenth century 
England was John Henry (later Cardinal) Newman, the most famous 
Catholic convert of the time - now beatified. In his account of the 
development of his religious views (his Apologia pro Vita Sua of 
1864) he states that the principal literary influence on his early years 
was Thomas Scott, and in particular Scott’s autobiography, The 
Force of Truth. If we look at Scott’s Force of Truth it is evident that 
a most influential consideration in Scott’s own conversion was the 


thought of God’s judgment and the real possibility — considering the 
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direction he was taking — of his being condemned to Hell. It seems 
to me that however much Scott devoted himself to the study of 
Scripture, the testimony of his guilty conscience that God is a Judge 
constituted a major starting point in his religion. I mention this as an 
introduction to the issue of how God is viewed in the religions of 
man. Consider the images of God or the gods in the religions of the 
world, and ask what is the predominant feature in those images and 
what attitude to him does it evoke? Is the predominant image of God 
that of a Judge, or perhaps of a distant Ruler? It would involve a 
very extensive study to hazard an answer to this question, but the 
question does lead to the consideration of Revelation. In his 
revelation of himself to Abraham, the patriarchs and prophets, and 
then in the person of Jesus Christ, the Lord God reveals himself as 
rich and multi-faceted in his being. But above all he reveals himself 
as a holy and loving Father. In some religions holiness as such is not 
a particularly notable feature of the divine, and sometimes it can be 
virtually missing. The god of the religion in question may not be 
holy. In historical revelation however, God is revealed as absolutely 



859 


holy. He is holy and he requires holiness: Be holy, for I am holy , 
says the Lord. Moreover, surprise of surprises, this holiness of God 
is discovered to be loving. He loves and he invites his sinful 
creatures to love him. As our Lord says, in summing up the Law and 
the Prophets, we ourselves are to love God with all our heart, mind, 
soul and strength. 

This revelation of a God who loves and who asks for love is 
shown in our Gospel passage today (John 14:21-26). Our Lord 
himself is the object of our love: if you love me, you will keep my 
commands. Christ is himself the object of the love of the Christian, 
and it is this love which distinguishes the religion of the Christian. I 
mentioned earlier the figure of John Henry Newman. In his writings 
he stresses that authority and obedience are of the essence of 
religion, and in saying this he is countering a religion based on 
personal and private judgment. But what his words also do is to 
stress that the test of authentic religion is the readiness to do God’s 
will, to obey his commands. God is holy, and because of his holiness 
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he requires that we be holy. This means obeying his will, fulfilling 
his commands. This then is the test of our love for the God who has 
loved us first, that we obey his commands. And so it is that in our 
Gospel passage today our Lord says to his disciples: “ Whoever has 
my commands and obeys them, he is the one who loves me. He who 
loves me will be loved by my Father, and 1 too will love him and 
show myself to him.” God loves us and he expects us to obey him. 
His commands are revealed in the words of his Son. If we love 
Christ we will obey his commands and the Father and the Son will 
love us. They will come and make their home within us. God the 
Holy Trinity is a God of love, and we abide in the love of each of the 
divine persons by obeying the commands of Christ. “He who does 
not love me,” our Lord continues, “does not obey my teaching.” 
Moreover, in the great work of abiding in the love of Christ and of 
the Father, we have a divine Counsellor. He is the third divine 
person, the Holy Spirit. ”The Counsellor, the Holy Spirit,” our Lord 
continues, “ whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you cdl 
things and will remind you of everything 1 have said to you” (John 
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14:21-26). When we think of the one and only God who revealed 
himself as being three divine persons, let us think of a God who 
loves, and that we abide in his love by obeying his will. 

Let us resolve to use our short lives to fill our hearts with the 
love of God. Is God our Judge? Yes indeed. Is he our Ruler and 
Lord? Yes indeed. He is all these things but beyond everything he is 
the One who loves us. He is Love. He is our Father. But that love is 
holy and if we are to abide in his love we must do what he has 
commanded so as to be holy ourselves. So then, as St Ignatius of 
Loyola asks in his Spiritual Exercises, Lord, take all, but give me 
your love and your grace. 
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Tuesday of Fifth Week of Easter 

Entrance Antiphon Rev 19:5; 12:10 Sing praise to our God, all you 
who fear God, both small and great, for now salvation and strength 
have come, and the power of his Christ, alleluia. 

Collect O God, who restore us to eternal life in the Resurrection of 
Christ, grant your people constancy in faith and hope, that we may 
never doubt the promises of which we have learned from you. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with 
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 14:19-28; Psalm 145:10-11, 12-13ab, 21; 
John 14:27-31a 

Jesus said to his disciples: Peace 1 leave with you; my peace / give 
you. I do not give it to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts 
be troubled and do not be afraid. You heard me say, 7 am going 
away and I am coming back to you. ’ If you loved me, you would be 
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glad that I am going to the Father, for the Father is greater than I. I 
have told you now before it happens, so that when it does happen you 
will believe. I will not speak with you much longer, for the prince of 
this world is coming. Fie has no hold on me, but the world must 
learn that I love the Father and that I do exactly what my Father has 
commanded me. (John 14:27-3la) 

The Peace of Christ I remember watching a movie years ago and 
it portrayed a young soldier in the First World War who had, out of 
overwhelming fear, briefly deserted. He was then arrested and 
condemned to be shot for his desertion. It showed his fear of death 
as it approached, a fear he could not control. Few things are more 
understandable than the fear of death and it would normally require a 
very special motive to overcome this fear. As I mentioned once 
before when commenting on the Gospels, I remember reading a great 
Australian novel many years ago and the most memorable scene in it 
for me was the dying moments of a relative of one of the leading 
characters. The leading character stepped forward and said, “Have 
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no fear of death, John!” It was the one scene in the novel I will 
probably always remember but on reflection I knew it was quite 
unreal. It was unreal because no motive was given in that scene for 
not fearing death. The dying person was simply told not to fear 
death. There is every reason to fear death unless we have an 
objective reason for not doing so. The greatest of persons will fear 
death and will do all that is reasonable to avoid it. But now, let us 
consider Christ as his death approached. During the few years of his 
public ministry he explicitly referred to his coming death, both with 
his disciples and publicly. For example, after he elicited from Simon 
Peter his profession of faith in him as the Messiah he told the Twelve 
that he would suffer and be put to death and then rise again. This he 
stated on more than one occasion and even publicly — as we read 
especially in the Gospel of St John. He would be lifted up as Moses 
lifted up the serpent in the wilderness. At the age of twelve the boy 
Jesus astonished the doctors of the Law who engaged with him in 
discussion in the Temple. I suspect that on that occasion the great 
Child was probing and discussing the Messianic prophecies, 
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including that of the Suffering Servant. His redemptive death would 
never have been far from his thoughts. 

But consider the calmness with which Christ prepared for and 
encountered his greatest tribulations. Throughout his public ministry 
he constantly displays fortitude in the face of affliction. During the 
Last Supper, from the account of which our passage today is drawn, 
Christ is serene, loving and full of strength. The prince of this world 
is coming, he says during that Supper, and he has no power over me. 
He allows the full impact of his coming death to submerge him 
during his Agony in the Garden but he is in ultimate command 
nevertheless. That is to say, Christ is at peace. In the midst of his 
greatest afflictions during his Passion and then right up to his sense 
of abandonment at the moment of his death, there is in Christ a peace 
that is never shaken. We get the sense of this during his 
interrogation by the High Priest, during his dialogue with Pontius 
Pilate, during his sentencing, during his brief interchanges with the 
sorrowing women, right to the end. He is the Strong Man of history 
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bearing the sins of history to their ultimate conclusion in his own 
body. Peace of heart, peace of mind, peace of soul is his hallmark as 
he expiates for the sins of the world amid incalculable suffering and 
distress. Now, what does he promise his disciples? He promises 
peace to them. “ Peace I leave with you; my peace / give you. / do 
not give it to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be 
troubled and do not be afraid ” (John 14:27-3la). Christ did not 
come to take away affliction nor temporal death. But he did come to 
bring a share in his own peace, and not the peace that the world 
offers. It is a share in the peace of God that comes from being united 
to God as Christ was united to the Father. By being in Christ we are 
united to the Father and nothing can take away that peace if that 
union with Christ endures. In him is to be found every heavenly 
blessing, and so union with him will bring a share in his peace. 

The first and most important thing in life is holiness in Christ 
and that is attained by means of union with him. Peace will come if 
this union with him is maintained and grows. It will mean that we 
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can face whatever the future brings with tranquility. On the tomb of 
Mary MacKillop in Sydney are written the stark words, Trust in God. 
That trust, that faith, that hope, and that love will bring peace, a share 
in the peace of Christ who died for us on the Cross. 

-- 
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Wednesday of the Fifth Week of Eastertide 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 71 (70):8, 23 Let my mouth be filled with 
your praise, that I may sing aloud; my lips shall shout for joy, when I 
sing to you, alleluia. 

Collect O God, restorer and lover of innocence, direct the hearts of 
your servants towards yourself, that those you have set free from the 
darkness of unbelief may never stray from the light of your truth. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with 
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 15:1-6; Psalm 122:1-5; John 15:1-8 

Jesus said to his disciples: I am the true vine, and my Father is the 
vinegrower. He cuts off every branch in me that bears no fruit, while 
every branch that does bear fruit he prunes so that it will be even 
more fruitful. You are already clean because of the word / have 
spoken to you. Remain in me as I remain in you. No branch can 
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bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can you bear 
fruit unless you remain in me. 1 am the vine; you are the branches. 
If a man remains in me and I in him, he will bear much fruit; apart 
from me you can do nothing. If anyone does not remain in me, he is 
like a branch that is thrown away and withers; such branches are 
picked up, thrown into the fire and burned. If you remain in me and 
my words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be given 
you. This is to my Father’s glory, that you bear much fruit, showing 
yourselves to be my disciples. (John 15:1-8) 

Christ the Vine It would be difficult to think of any serious 
teacher in history who envisaged such an intimate and ongoing 
relationship with his disciples as did Jesus. Consider the images he 
uses in our Gospel passage today, drawn as they are from the Old 
Testament. He is the vine, indeed the true vine. We remember the 
image in the prophet Isaiah of how God was disappointed with the 
fruit of his vine, the vine being his chosen people. Jesus tells his 
disciples that he himself is the true vine who is the source of the fruit 
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expected by his Father the vinedresser. But while he is the vine, his 
disciples too are part of the vine in that their relationship with him is 
that of the branches of the vine. The Kingdom of God consists in the 
first place in the person of Jesus himself, in whom the lordship of 
God is fully and perfectly present. It also includes those who are 
united to him and who live in him. If they are united to him they will 
produce much fruit, but if not they will produce nothing. Such is the 
union between Christ and his disciples. Hence their constant task is 
to remain in him as he remains in them. There are a couple of things 
especially emphasized here. Firstly, our Lord stresses the importance 
of bearing fruit. Indeed, it is the constant refrain all through the Old 
Testament that the people of God’s choice are a disappointment to 
him. They are continually lapsing into infidelity. It is presented as 
tragic because their ultimate mission is to bring a divine blessing to 
all the families of the earth (Genesis 12). In our passage our Lord 
gives the key to bearing the fruit that God expects and which will 
give glory to him. The key is to remain united to Jesus. The fruit 
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sought by God will come if this union with Jesus remains and is 
deepened. 

Secondly, our Lord stresses the ongoing action of the Father 
on the branches of the vine. “7 am the true vine, and my Father is the 
vine grower. He cuts off every branch in me that bears no fruit, while 
every branch that does bear fruit he prunes so that it will be even 
more fruitful. You are already clean because of the word / have 
spoken to you ” (John 15:1-8). God our heavenly Father, by his 
providence and his grace, is continually trying to purify us of 
whatever impedes the bearing of the fruit he intends. That fruit is 
holiness of life and the advance of holiness in others. The challenge 
of daily life is to submit to this purification by the Father, allowing 
ourselves to be purged of sin and self as the days and years of life 
proceed, and as our work in life is pursued. We submit to his action 
by taking all the means of receiving divine grace into our souls. 
Firstly, it means assiduously and with faith approaching and 
receiving the Sacraments, most especially the holy Eucharist. The 
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Eucharist is the summit and the source of the entire Christian life 
because it is the very person of Jesus himself. With him comes all 
the grace that he obtained for us. Participating in Mass, Sunday by 
Sunday, and even more often if possible; receiving Holy Communion 
with the utmost devotion; and cultivating in our daily life a devout 
faith in the real presence of Christ in the Tabernacle, are principal 
means of ensuring that we remain in Jesus and are open to the grace 
that will purify us of all that impedes the fruit that God is expecting. 
Apart from the Eucharist, the Catholic knows that the Sacrament of 
Penance is of major importance in receiving the purifying grace of 
God. In that Sacrament our heavenly Father forgives us our sins and 
fortifies us against future sin so as to enable us to bear more fruit. 
Then there is daily prayer, a regular examination of conscience, and 
spiritual reading that nourishes our mind and heart. In a word, a true 
regime of life in Christ must be adopted in order for the grace of God 


to bear the fruit intended. 
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Let us take to heart our Lord’s words describing our vocation, 
which is to live in him. He is the vine, we who are his disciples are 
the branches. He is our life and the source of all the good that God 
our Father intends us to do. Our heavenly Father means to assist us 
to keep united to Christ his Son, for it is through this union with him 
that we shall bear much fruit, fruit that will bring glory to God. 

-- 





874 


Thursday of the Fifth Week of Eastertide 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ex 15:1-2 Let us sing to the Lord, for he has 
gloriously triumphed. The Lord is my strength and my might; he has 
become my salvation, alleluia. 

Collect O God, by whose grace, though sinners, we are made just 
and, though pitiable, made blessed, stand, we pray, by your works, 
stand by your gifts, that those justified by faith may not lack the 
courage of perseverance. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 15:7-21; Psalm 96:l-2a, 2b-3, 10; 

John 15:9-11 

Jesus said to his disciples: As the Father has loved me, so have 1 
loved you. Now remain in my love. If you obey my commands, you 
will remain in my love, just as I have obeyed my Father’s commands 
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and remain in his love. I have told you this so that my joy may be in 
you and that your joy may be complete. (John 15:9-11) 

Christ’s Love In the science of logic it is accepted that there are 
certain basic axioms that act as the starting points of logical 
reasoning. They are not proven from previous premises but their 
truth is taken to be evident. They are considered as not needing 
proof. Indeed, any argument is ultimately based on certain starting 
points that are taken to be evident. If in the view of others they do 
are not evidently true but require proof then the argument which is 
based on them will be unconvincing. For instance, if a certain moral 
view is based on the belief that we have a conscience — by which 
we can know what is morally good — that view will be questionable 
to the person who regards the “conscience” as just a mental 
association produced by social and family conditioning. Just as in 
logic, so too in real life there are fundamental assumptions. We 
often ask, what is it that makes a person “tick”? We are referring 
here to what is driving a person’s conscious and deliberate life and 
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which at root shapes his thinking and his choices. What we are 
raising is the question of the assumptions or starting points that act 
as the basis of a person’s thought. Cardinal Newman (now beatified) 
wrote in one letter towards the end of his life that at times a person’s 
true starting points are entirely hidden from his view. My point here 
is to highlight the importance of whatever it is that fundamentally 
drives and shapes a person’s deliberate choices and values, and 
therefore his life. A person’s whole life will depend on where he is 
coming from, and the foundation of his perception of reality. Well 
then, let us turn to the Man of all men, the Man of the ages and the 
reference point for all of humanity. I refer to Jesus Christ and I wish 
to ask, with due reverence, what made him “tick”? What was at the 
root of his human and divine life? Our Gospel passage today throws 
light on this question. The starting point and foundation of Christ’s 
life was his profound awareness of the love of his heavenly Father 
for him. It was also the basis of his love for us. “As the Father has 
loved me,” our Lord says to his disciples, “so have I loved you.” 
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It would be a very fruitful exercise for any disciple of Christ 
to go carefully through each of the Gospels searching for allusions to 
Christ’s awareness of the love of his heavenly Father for him. The 
Gospel of St John, from which our Gospel passage today is drawn, is 
especially replete with them, and particularly so in the chapters 
giving our Lord’s discourses at the Last Supper. Compare these 
allusions to the love between him and the Father, with anything 
comparable in the literary remains of the great founders of the 
religions of the world. Our Lord’s relationship with his heavenly 
Father and his profound consciousness of the love of his Father for 
him is the greatest thing in his great life. But now, our Gospel 
passage tells us something we just must take to heart. Our Lord says 
that “as the Father has loved me, so have / loved you." Christ is 
profoundly conscious of the infinite love of the Father for him. 
Ponder then on how great his love for us must be, for he compares 
his love for us with the love the Father has for him. He puts them 
together. He does not merely say that since the Father has loved me, 
so then I also love you. Any one of us may, in a sense, say that. 
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There is nothing distinctive about an assertion of that kind. No, 
Christ’s love for us is placed by him together with that of the 
Father’s love for him. Indeed, Christ in his love for us reveals the 
Father’s love. That is the meaning of the Cross. It is from the Cross 
that the love of God is revealed. Moreover, we are told how to 
remain in this overflowing love of Christ for us. Just as he himself 
has remained in his Father’s love by obeying his commands, so too 
we shall remain in Christ’s love by obeying his commands. 
Obedience to Christ is the test of our love for him and it is the means 
of abiding in it. And how do we know what is the will of Christ? 
The word and will of Christ is brought to us by the Church in her 
Book which is the Sacred Scriptures, and in her Tradition which is 
her life. 

One of the notable features of modem man is the prevalence 
of depression. We search for joy and so often it eludes us. Our Lord 
tells us where our true joy will come from. It comes from abiding in 
the love of God, and that is to be found in the person of Christ. He 
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was full of joy because his life was grounded on the Father’s love for 
him. Our Lord tells us that “7 have told you this so that my joy may 
be in you and that your joy may be complete ” (John 15:9-11). 
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Friday of the Fifth Week of Easter 

Entrance Antiphon Rev 5:12 Worthy is the Lamb who was slain, to 
receive power and divinity, and wisdom and strength and honour, 
alleluia. 

Collect Grant us. Lord, we pray, that, being rightly conformed to the 
paschal mysteries, what we celebrate in joy may protect and save us 
with perpetual power. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 15:22-31; Psalm 56:8-10 and 12; 

John 15:12-17 

Jesus said to his disciples, My command is this: Love each other as / 
have loved you. Greater love has no-one than this, that he lay down 
his life for his friends. You are my friends if you do what I command. 
I no longer ccdl you servants, because a servant does not know his 
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master’s business. Instead, I have called you friends, for everything 
that 1 learned from my Father 1 have made known to you. You did 
not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you to go and bear 
fruit — fruit that will last. Then the Father will give you whatever 
you ask in my name. This is my command: Love each other. 
(John 15:12-17) 

God is Love A very interesting aspect of the study of comparative 
religion is the matter of the various images of the divine — of the 
numinous, to use a common contemporary term — which the 
religions of man evince. Religion involves man’s contact with and 
perception of the great God, or the gods, as the case may be. What is 
his feeling towards the Object of his religion? Broadly, we may say 
that he fears, and yet is drawn to, the Powers above. That having 
been said, I think we could say that, to the extent that the Powers 
above are seen genuinely to bear upon man, the predominant attitude 
in man is something like fear. Many, and even most, of the gods and 
goddesses of classical Greece and Rome did not really bear on man. 
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They lived a life apart and were engrossed in their activities which 
reflected the interests, limitations and foibles of man. But where the 
gods truly bear on man — as in various religions of primal peoples 
— they tend to be threatening, even though man sees himself as 
depending on them for his daily needs. They are very easily irritated. 
If the ceremonies are not performed, they react very adversely. They 
need to be placated and kept in a good mood. That is to say, they are 
not really friends to man. It would be inappropriate to describe the 
average man’s relation with the gods, or the high god, as that of 
friend to friend. But the situation alters with the historical 
intervention of the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. He is truly the 
Lord, the Lord high God of all, but he calls man as a true friend. 
From the outset he establishes a covenant that sets up a kind of 
sharing of life and a mutual understanding. There are terms of 
agreement and this one only God promises fidelity — a fidelity like 
that between a husband and a wife. More than this — the spousal 
relationship is far deeper than the ordinary relationship obtaining 
between spouses of ancient times. Indeed, this image of the betrothal 
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between God and his people is the foundation and model of a new 
relationship between spouses, as presented in the first pages of 
Genesis. There, the man and his wife are said to leave their parents 
and become one flesh. 

Yahweh, the God of the Hebrews, was united to his people as 
a husband is united to his spouse. That having been said, when we 
consider the religion of the Old Testament, the tension between 
feelings of fear and love are still present. So much is this the case 
that many characterize Yahweh as being primarily a God of wrath. 
By contrast, it is said, the God of the New Testament is a God of 
love. This is a caricature, but it illustrates the incomplete nature of 
God’s revelation as it stands in the Old Testament. More was to 
come, and it involved a full revelation of divine love. God revealed 
himself progressively to his chosen people, and the full and definitive 
revelation of himself comes in the person of Jesus Christ. The author 
of the Letters of St John defines God as love. God is love. This 


overturns the image of the divine obtaining in the religions of man. 
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In historical revelation, when God bears on man he is shown to be 
man’s Friend. Love is the womb of the universe and of all reality. 
Love enwraps all of creation, visible and invisible. If a Big Bang 
marked the beginning of the universe, it was an outpouring of divine 
love and its fruit was the visible creation, set now on its long history 
which reached its climax in the appearance of man. Love is its 
source and love is its stay, and love will be its end. The cosmos is 
held together by love, and love is its driving engine. The hand of 
God is tender and caressing, and it gently sustains the mighty Fact 
which we call the universe, and which we behold and study day and 
night. All of this is revealed in and by Jesus Christ. He is God 
become man, and his supreme act is the gift of himself on the cross 
out of love for each one of us. Christ loved me, St Paul wrote, and 
gave himself up for me. For love of each of us, he took away the sin 
of the world by bearing it on his shoulders and expiating for its vast 
offence. It left him dead, and Christ dead on the Cross is the ultimate 
revelation of who God is and what he is like. He is an unlimited 


Well of love, love pouring forth like a mighty volcano of affection 
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for all his creatures, no matter how minute in the scheme of things. 
All God wants is to be our Friend. 

God has loved us, and wishes that we imitate him in his life of 
love. Let us take to heart our Lord’s words in today’s Gospel. “7 no 
longer call you seri’ants, because a servant does not know his 
master’s business. Instead, I have called you friends, for everything 
that / learned from my Father / have made known to you. You did 
not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you to go and bear 
fruit — fruit that will last. Then the Father will give you whatever 
you ask in my name. ” On this basis of Christ’s love for us, let us do 
what he commands. “This is my command: Love each other'’’’ (John 
15:12-17). 
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Saturday of the Fifth Week of Eastertide 

Entrance Antiphon Col 2:12 You have been buried with Christ in 
Baptism, through which you also rose again by faith in the working 
of God, who raised him from the dead, alleluia. 

Collect Almighty and eternal God, who through the regenerating 
power of Baptism have been pleased to confer on us heavenly life, 
grant, we pray, that those you render capable of immortality by 
justifying them may by your guidance attain the fullness of glory. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with 
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts of the Apostles 16:1-10; Psalm 99; 

John 15: 18-21 

Jesus said to his disciples: If the world hates you, keep in mind that it 
hated me first. If you belonged to the world, it would love you as its 
own. As it is, you do not belong to the world, but I have chosen you 
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out of the world. That is why the world hates you. Remember the 
words I spoke to you: ‘No servant is greater than his master. ’ If they 
persecuted me, they will persecute you also. If they obeyed my 
teaching, they will obey yours also. They will treat you this way 
because of my name, for they do not know the One who sent me. 
(John 15:18-21) 

Enemy of God Go through the average university library and 
observe the vast numbers of volumes there, thinking of the amount of 
research and writing they represent. Take the observation further, 
and consider the reflections on the world that are contained in those 
volumes. Mankind has expended an incalculable amount of time 
studying the world and analysing its innumerable aspects. There are 
some fundamental observations that can be made about the world 
that touch on the roots of its very reality. For instance, one such 
observation is that the world cannot sustain itself in being. One 
cannot say about it that it simply is. It is, but it need not be. It 
happens to exist and the fact that it does exist when it need not 
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implies that ultimately it is sustained by something that simply and 
necessarily exists. It is contingent on something that is necessary. 
But now, there is another fundamental feature of the world that 
probably would not dawn on philosophers and metaphysicians had it 
not been revealed. It is that this contingent world is, in many 
respects, in a state of enmity with the necessary Being who sustains 
it. The world is not (morally) pliant in the hand of its Sustainer. It 
remains in a state of tension against his will. How do we know this? 
If on various grounds it is granted that there is a God and that God is 
good, then the very fact of such vast moral evil in the world would 
indicate that in some way the world is in rebellion against its good 
God. Further, the response of man to God’s revelation shows that 
the world is not accepting of its God. At the very beginning, man 
refused to obey. He sinned and he fell. The story of mankind as 
presented in the Scriptures is the story of sin in the face of God’s 
love and fidelity. But above all, the stance of the world towards God 
is revealed in its response to the coming of the Son of God. As St 
John writes in his prologue, the Word was made flesh. He came unto 
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his own and his own did not receive him. That is what happened 
when God came to dwell among us. He was not accepted. Indeed, 
he was utterly rejected and put to death. 

This is the sense in which our Lord at times speaks of the 
world. In our Gospel passage today our Lord says that the world 
“hated” him. He is speaking of all those who did reject him and in 
speaking thus he points to a great element in mankind that is hostile 
to God and to goodness. Man and the world came forth from the 
hand of God and yet to a great degree it is hostile to God. It is like 
the anomaly of a child who is hostile to a good and loving parent 
who gave him life and opportunities. It may be deemed a mystery, 
the mystery of human choice and of how it can turn away from the 
good. Our Lord says that the world hated him first — he is not 
speaking of everyone and everything in the world, but he is speaking 
of a sufficiently large element to warrant the world being 
characterized in that way. He also says that those who follow him 
must expect the same. There will be incomprehension and hostility. 
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For example, an archbishop of a large capital city speaks out firmly 
against legislation that threatens incipient human life and he is 
vilified repeatedly in Parliament. If he persists he could well be 
hated. What does our Lord say? “If the world hates you, keep in 
mind that it hated me first. If you belonged to the world, it would 
love you as its own. As it is, you do not belong to the world, but 1 
have chosen you out of the world. That is why the world hates you.” 
(John 15:18-21). Social rejection is one of the most painful of 
human experiences, precisely because we have been created by God 
to live in harmony. If the following of him involves this social 
rejection to a greater or lesser extent, then we must remember what 
the Master has said, “ Remember the words I spoke to you: ‘No 
servant is greater than his master. ’ If they persecuted me, they will 
persecute you also. If they obeyed my teaching, they will obey yours 
also. They will treat you this way because of my name, for they do 


not know the One who sent me.” 
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Ultimately there are two camps. There is the camp of good, 
and there is the camp of evil. Our Gospel passage today shows our 
Lord speaking of himself and “the world” that has hated him. He 
loves the world and has given his life to save the world. Let us take 
our stand with Jesus and resolve to witness to him before the world. 
Christ sends his disciples to the whole world to make disciples of all 
the nations. For the world needs Christ and will only be saved by 
accepting him in faith. 
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Sixth Sunday of Eastertide 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Is 48:20 Proclaim a joyful sound and let it be 
heard; proclaim to the ends of the earth: The Lord has freed his 
people, alleluia. 

Collect Grant, almighty God, that we may celebrate with heartfelt 
devotion these days of joy, which we keep in honour of the risen 
Lord, and that what we relive in remembrance we may always hold 
to in what we do. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 8:5-8, 14-17; Psalm 66:1-7, 16, 20; 

1 Peter 3:15-18; John 14:15-21 

Jesus said to his disciples: If you love me, you will obey what I 
command. And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another 
Counsellor to be with you for ever — the Spirit of truth. The world 



893 


cannot accept him, because it neither sees him nor knows him. But 
you know him, for he lives with you and will be in you. I will not 
leave you as orphans; / will come to you. Before long, the world will 
not see me any more, but you will see me. Because I live, you cdso 
will live. On that day you will recdise that I am in my Father, and 
you are in me, and I am in you. Whoever has my commands and 
obeys them, he is the one who loves me. He who loves me will be 
loved by my Father, and / too will love him and show myself to him. 
(John 14:15-21) 

The Spirit of Truth Our Lord’s words in today’s Gospel passage 
are packed with thoughts and blessings. He speaks of what it means 
to love him and of how he will not leave us alone, for he will come 
and abide with us. Our life will be drawn from the life of Jesus 
himself and our union with him will be profound: “Because I live you 
cdso will live.” Just as he is in the Father, so we are in him and he is 
in us. It is abundantly clear from this passage alone that the heart 
and soul of the Christian religion is the personal relationship Christ 
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has with his disciples. It is a relationship of the most intimate love, 
manifested and flowering in obedience to his commands. If we have 
this love, we shall be loved by the Father and by Jesus, and he will 
show himself to us in various ways. But a new and special element 
is mentioned in our passage today, one of the utmost significance. It 
is our Lord’s reference to the other Counsellor whom the Father will 
send at the request of Jesus his Son. To that point the disciples had 
one Master, one Counsellor, Christ. He was their teacher and now he 
was going from them to the Father. But good news! A second 
Counsellor will be sent to them and he will be Christ’s gift coming 
from the Father just as Jesus himself came from the Father. He is the 
Spirit of truth. The truth! We remember Christ’s description of his 
mission as he defined it before Pontius Pilate whom we might take as 
standing for the uncomprehending pagan world. He had come to 
bear witness to the truth. The truth! That truth was especially about 
himself and his redemptive mission, and all who are of the truth 
listen to his voice. The spirit driving our Lord in his mission of 
bearing witness to the truth during his public ministry was the Holy 
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Spirit. He is, then, the Spirit of truth. Moreover, our Lord’s greatest 
act of bearing witness to the truth, an act of witness that achieved the 
redemption of all mankind, was his Passion and Death which he was 
about to enter. The Letter to the Hebrews tells us that it was by the 
power of the Holy Spirit that he offered himself to the Father. So, 
precisely during the Passion of Christ, the Holy Spirit was acting as 
the Spirit of truth. 

Our Gospel passage today (John 14:15-21) is drawn from the 
Last Supper. Christ is about to enter his Passion, and the Eucharist 
which he institutes during the Last Supper makes sacramentally 
present his coming Sacrifice. It was by the power of the Holy Spirit 
that Christ instituted the Eucharist. This we know because every 
time Mass is celebrated the priest invokes Holy Spirit, and by the 
power of the Spirit Christ and his one Sacrifice at Calvary is made 
sacramentally present. Christ’s sacrifice on the Cross was his 
greatest testimony to the truth of God. Now, the celebration of the 
Eucharist is the Sacrifice of Christ made present. The Eucharist, 
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then, is the pre-eminent sacramental witness to the truth of God. 
Well then, just as during Christ’s Passion and Death the Holy Spirit 
bore witness to the truth of God, so too pre-eminently at Mass the 
Holy Spirit bears witness to the truth in and through Christ whom he 
makes sacramentally present. He is the Spirit of truth, our other 
Counsellor sent by the Father. He bears witness to the truth of Christ 
our guide and master. The Holy Spirit comes to us at our Baptism 
and again in the sacrament of Confirmation, and at each coming he 
endows us with further gifts. At our baptism he takes up his abode 
within us as in his temple, and with him come the Father and the 
Son. By the power of the Holy Spirit, we become the abode of the 
indwelling Trinity. We receive the gifts of faith, hope and charity 
enabling us to live as God’s adopted sons and daughters in Christ. 
At our Confirmation he brings us the gifts that enable us to bear 
witness to the truth of Christ in our daily life. Just as he sustained 
the Son of God made man in his life of bearing witness unto death to 
the truth of God, so he enables us to bear witness to the truth of God 


which Jesus has revealed, and which he has entrusted to his Church 
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to guard. The Spirit of truth, the Holy Spirit, is our Friend and 
Counsellor uniting us to Christ and enabling us to live in him and to 
fulfil the mission on behalf of the truth that he has given us. 

Our Gospel passage today speaks of the union between Christ 
and his disciples, a union of love grounded in their sharing of life. 
“Because I live, you also will live. On that day you will realise that / 
am in my Father, and you are in me, and I am in you ”, our Lord tells 
his disciples. All of this is done in and through the action of the 
Holy Spirit, the Spirit of truth. Let us cultivate in our lives a love for 
and devotion to our divine counsellor and friend, the Spirit of Christ, 
the Spirit of truth. 

Further reading : The Catechism of the Catholic Church, no. 727-730 
(The Holy Spirit brings the work of Jesus to completion), 1285-1314 
(Confirmation in the economy of salvation). 
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Monday of the Sixth Week of Eastertide 

Entrance Antiphon Rom 6:9 Christ, having risen from the dead, dies 
now no more; death will no longer have dominion over him, alleluia. 

Collect Grant, O merciful God, that we may experience at all times 
the fruit produced by the paschal observances. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 16:11-15; Psalm 149:1 b-6a and 9b; 

John 15:26-16:4a 

Jesus said to his disciples: When the Counsellor comes, whom / will 
send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth who goes out from the 
Father, he will testify about me. And you also must testify, for you 
have been with me from the beginning. All this I have told you so 
that you will not go astray. They will put you out of the synagogue; 
in fact, a time is coming when anyone who kills you will think he is 
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offering a service to God. They will do such things because they 
have not known the Father or me. 1 have told you this, so that when 
the time comes you will remember that I warned you. 
(John 15:26- 16:4a) 

The Spirit and Witness When our Lord was asked which is the 
greatest commandment of the Law, he replied that we are to love the 
Lord our God with all our heart, mind, soul and strength, and that the 
second command was like it, that we are to love our neighbour as 
ourself. On these hang the Law and the Prophets. These two great 
commandments apply to every human being and most especially to 
those who are blessed with the knowledge of God’s revelation. They 
constitute the basic vocation of man. The Good News of the Gospel 
is that in Christ and by his grace, man is able to fulfil this vocation 
and divine command. As St Paul writes in one of his Letters, before 
the world began, God chose us in Christ to be holy and full of love in 
his sight. Christ is the Good News of the Gospel. He is the Way, the 
Truth and the Life. In him is present the promised Kingdom, the 
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promised Lordship of God, and the mission of the Church is to testify 
to the Good News about him. Well then, what does our Lord say of 
this mission of testifying to himself? Firstly, it is not only his 
disciples who by God’s plan are to be engaged in this. Christ is 
sending from the Father Another to do it also. He is the Counsellor, 
the Spirit of truth. He ultimately comes from the Father, as does 
Christ himself. He comes from the Father in that the Father is his 
ultimate Origin, and here in our Gospel text our Lord says that he 
himself will send him from the Father. Elsewhere he tells us that 
both he and the Father will send him, and the Church’s teaching and 
Tradition tells us that he proceeds from both the Father and the Son 
as their love and their life. But now, what will he be sent to us to do? 
He will be sent to testify about Christ. Our Lord continues, “And you 
also must testify, for you have been with me from the beginning .” So 
Christ’s faithful and the Spirit of truth, the Counsellor — together 
and in concert — testify to Christ. Our Lord is saying that the Holy 
Spirit will come upon the infant Church to vivify it and to sustain and 
direct it in the work of evangelization. This happened at Pentecost. 
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With the coming of the Counsellor to the Church at Pentecost, 
the Twelve with Peter at their head immediately began to testify 
about Jesus. Thus was the Church born for she began then to witness 
boldly about Christ. This was as God planned it. As Peter testified 
before the Sanhedrin, there is no other name by which men can be 
saved. The person of Christ is at the centre of human history and of 
man’s destiny. He is the only way to the Father and hence it is of 
critical importance that this point be brought home to the world. The 
work of Christian witness is the most basic and important good to be 
done, for the salvation of the world depends on it. So important is it 
that not only has Christ commanded his own disciples to make the 
giving of testimony about him central to their entire life and 
vocation, but the third divine Person has been sent from heaven to 
enter the fray and lead the Church’s work. There are two great 
protagonists in this divine project, Christ’s Church and the Spirit of 
truth, and the former is led and sustained by the latter. The Spirit of 
truth, the divine Counsellor, the Spirit of the Father and the Son, has 
come to abide with the Church till the end as her very soul and 
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master evangelizer. The work is difficult and Christ himself has 
given us the example. His witness to the truth about himself and his 
saving work led him to his terrible death, and he warns his disciples 
that they too must tread the path that he himself trod. “A// this I have 
told you so that you will not go astray. They will put you out of the 
synagogue; in fact, a time is coming when anyone who kills you will 
think he is offering a service to God. They will do such things 
because they have not known the Father or me. 1 have told you this, 
so that when the time comes you will remember that / warned you ” 
(John 15:26—16:4a). To a greater or lesser extent, every member of 
Christ’s faithful who lives a life bearing witness to Christ will 
experience Christ’s suffering and rejection. 

If the world is to be saved, the great sleeping giant of Christ’s 
faithful must be roused for the work. It is the work of the ages. So 
each of us must say, this means me. I must bear witness to Christ 
with the aid and grace of the divine Counsellor, the Spirit of truth. 
He will be my Guide and Help in my life’s project. So then, let each 
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of us ask ourselves, what have I done for Christ to this point? What 
am I doing for him now? What shall I do for him in the future? Think 
well on it, and having decided, say to yourself. Now I begin! 
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Tuesday of the Sixth Week of Eastertide 

Entrance Antiphon Rev 19:7, 6 Let us rejoice and be glad and give 
glory to God, for the Lord our God the Almighty reigns, alleluia. 

Collect Grant, almighty and merciful God, that we may in truth 
receive a share in the Resurrection of Christ your Son. Who lives 
and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever 
and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 16:22-34; Psalm 138:1-3, 7c-8; John 16:5-11 

Jesus said to his disciples, Now I am going to him who sent me, yet 
none of you asks me, ‘Where are you going? ’ Because I have said 
these things, you are filled with grief. But I tell you the truth: It is for 
your good that 1 am going away. Unless / go away, the Counsellor 
will not come to you; but if I go, I will send him to you. When he 
comes, he will convict the world of guilt in regard to sin and 
righteousness and judgment: in regard to sin, because men do not 
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believe in me; in regard to righteousness, because I am going to the 
Father, and you will see me no longer; and in regard to judgment, 
because the prince of this world now stands condemned. 
(John 16:5-11) 

The Counsellor John gives us what the other Gospels do not give 
in respect to the Last Supper. He gives us very extensive discourses 
of our Lord to his disciples. While being implicitly Eucharistic, in 
those discourses Christ repeatedly refers to the coming of the 
Counsellor, the Holy Spirit whom he will send. The context of this 
promise is our Lord’s telling his disciples that he is about to leave 
them. In view of their love for him and their grand hopes, we can 
imagine their sorrow and devastation. As the two disciples tell the 
risen Jesus on the way to Emmaus a few days later (without realizing 
it was Jesus), they had hoped that he would be the one to set Israel 
free. At various points he had told them of his death and rejection by 
the leaders of the people, but it had not been understood by them. It 
had not sunk in at all. All they could see was the beauty and holiness 
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of his person, his great power in word and deed, and there seemed to 
be nothing they could not hope for in and from him. They just did 
not take seriously his references to his coming sufferings and death. 
But now he told them in earnest. He was leaving them and returning 
to the Father, and our Lord could see that they were profoundly 
grieved. “ Now 1 am going to him who sent me, yet none of you asks 
me, ‘Where are you going? ’ Because I have said these things, you 
are filled with grief ’ (John 16:5-11). At times the Christian who 
takes discipleship seriously can regret that while the Apostles had the 
inestimable privilege of knowing our Lord personally and face to 
face, he himself lacks that blessing. He must live in faith. But take 
note of what our Lord tells his disciples. It is, he says, to their 
advantage that he is leaving them. That is to say, mysteriously they 
will be more blessed by their not having his visible and physical 
presence in their midst. Why? Because “ unless l go away, the 
Counsellor will not come to you; but if I go, I will send him to you. ,, 
For some reason known to God, if our Lord had stayed and had not 
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passed through his suffering to glory, the Holy Spirit would not have 
been sent. 

During the Last Supper, our Lord says that eternal life 
consists in knowing him, Jesus, and the Father. The coming of the 
Counsellor is necessary if this is to happen. All through our Lord’s 
public ministry right to the days after his very resurrection, the 
disciples manifested incomprehension and diffidence. They mistook 
our Lord’s mission and could not see that the suffering and rejection 
of the Messiah were the divine means of the world’s salvation. The 
coming of the Spirit changed all that, and they were filled with light. 
In our passage today, our Lord speaks of what the Holy Spirit will do 
for the world: he will convict the world of its guilt. What is the 
significance of this? We remember that when John the Baptist began 
his ministry of preparing the people for the coming of the Messiah, 
he preached repentance. They were to repent of their sins. His 
baptism was a baptism of repentance for sin. When our Lord began 
his ministry he too preached repentance. The people had to be 
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convinced of their sinfulness if they were to accept the grace of 
redemption. The ongoing problem was the lack of a sense of sin. 
There was no lack of a sense of need, but there was a lack of a sense 
of sin. The need that was felt was the need of health, of life, of food 
and of all things material. For this reason our Lord had great crowds 
following him, but when, for instance, he preached the doctrine of 
the Eucharist stating that eternal life required that they eat his flesh 
and drink his blood, very many of his disciples deserted him. What 
we are noticing here is that there was little desire to look to our Lord 
for the taking away of their sins and the sins of the world. But that is 
what our Lord came to do. The acceptance of Christ as the Saviour 
in large measure depends on our having a sense of sin and guilt 
before God. In our passage today our Lord promises to send the 
Holy Spirit, the Counsellor, and he will convict the world of its guilt. 
The Counsellor opens the hearts of the peoples to Christ. 

Let us understand that Christ’s great gift is the divine 
Counsellor. He counsels us about our guilt before God and points to 
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Christ as the Saviour from sin. He opens our hearts to the person of 
Jesus, telling us in our hearts that Jesus is the answer for man’s most 
profound need, and that need is for his sin to be taken away. Christ 
is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. Let us then 
love the divine Counsellor, the Spirit of Christ who has been given to 
us. 
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Wednesday of the Sixth Week of Eastertide 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 18 (17):50; 22 (21):23 I will praise you, 
Lord, among the nations; I will tell of your name to my kin, alleluia. 

Collect Grant, we pray, O Lord, that, as we celebrate in mystery the 
solemnities of your Son’s Resurrection, so, too, we may be worthy to 
rejoice at his coming with all the Saints. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 17:15, 22-18:1; Psalm 148:1-2, 11-14; 
John 16:12-15 

Jesus said to his disciples: I have much more to say to you, more 
than you can now bear. But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he 
will guide you into cdl truth. He will not speak on his own; he will 
speak only what he hears, and he will tell you what is yet to come. 
He will glorify me by taking from what is mine and making it known 
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to you. All that belongs to the Father is mine. That is why I said the 
Spirit will take from what is mine and make it known to you. (John 
16:12-15) 

Spirit of Truth In our Gospel passage today we have precious 
words from our Lord about the Holy Spirit, the Spirit of truth. He 
has already referred to the divine Spirit as the Counsellor. He is also 
the Spirit of truth who will guide the disciples of Christ into the 
whole truth. The Spirit of God had often been referred to in the Old 
Testament, but generally his personal character in these many 
references is clear to the reader only by the light of Christ’s teaching. 
In the very first chapter of the Bible, the inspired author tells us that 
the spirit or breath of God hovered over the abyss prior to God’s 
creative word. God’s power embraced all and was poised to create. 
The Spirit of God moved the prophets to prophesy and anointed 
kings to rule. But it is Christ who reveals and makes explicit that this 
spirit of God is a divine Person and not just a divine action, initiative 
or quality. That he is a distinct Person is clear in our passage today. 
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Our Lord refers to “him” who is the Spirit of truth. He is personal. 
“He” will tell the disciples what is yet to come. “He” will glorify 
Christ. In his mission the divine Spirit will serve the truth that has 
been revealed by Jesus. So the Twelve will not be left in their 
present incomprehension and obscurity — which was so manifest 
during our Lord’s public ministry and even during the Last Supper 
itself. They will have a divine Guide to grant them an immense 
understanding. “When he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide 
you into all truth.” The revelation of Christ was entrusted in its 
entirety to the Twelve and our Lord promises to send them the Spirit 
of God to lead them, in principle, to its full apprehension. Here we 
surely have a reference to the foundational role of the teaching of the 
Apostles. The Twelve, with Peter at their head, would possess a 
unique mastery of Christ’s revelation, and the Church would be built 
on this apostolic foundation and draw progressively on it over the 
ages. A mark of the Church is that she is apostolic, founded on the 


Apostles. 
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The Spirit of truth will glorify Christ by bearing constant 
witness to the truth about him (John 16:12-15). Not only does this 
allude to the guidance and enlightenment of the Twelve by the Spirit 
of Christ, but it refers as well to the Spirit’s guidance of the Church 
down the ages. Christ, on the evening of the day he rose from the 
dead, imparted to the Twelve the gift of the Holy Spirit. Receive the 
Holy Spirit, the risen Jesus said. As the Father sent me, so I am 
sending you. Their participation in Christ’s mission was the 
beginning of the share in Christ’s mission which was soon to be 
entrusted to the Church. Then at Pentecost the Holy Spirit was sent 
to the infant Church as such, and he, the Spirit of God, abides 
thenceforth with the Church enabling the Church to bear witness to 
the truth of Jesus and to bring to the world the abundant life of God. 
It is the Spirit who enables this to happen. In our passage today, our 
Lord speaks of the work of the Spirit in aiding not only the Twelve 
but the entire Church to adhere to the truth of Jesus and to grow in 
her apprehension of it. As the centuries pass, the Church’s 
understanding of the Revelation entrusted to and handed on by the 



914 


Apostles grows. That is to say, there is a development of doctrine , 
though not of Revelation. Doctrine develops from the Revelation 
which the Twelve have entrusted to the Church, and the Church has 
the ineffable gift of the Spirit of truth to guide her in her developing 
teaching. She is able, in the persons of the Successor of Peter and 
the successors of the Apostles — which is to say the Pope and the 
bishops in communion with him — to determine from age to age 
what has been revealed, as new questions are asked or as this 
Revelation is challenged. The Church has the divine gift to 
withstand the powers of hell and to prevail in its witness to the truth 
of Christ. And so Christ’s faithful may have full confidence in the 
Church’s teaching, knowing that the Spirit of God will always 
protect the Church from error in what she formally teaches on 
Christ’s behalf. Knowing that she will not err, the faithful ever ask, 
what does the Church teach, and more specifically, what does the 


Rome say? 
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We ought rejoice in Christ’s gift of the Holy Spirit to the 
Twelve and to the Church. He, the divine Spirit, the third person of 
the Holy Trinity, is the Spirit of truth. The Church, in possessing the 
Spirit of truth, is guaranteed preservation from formal error in what 
she teaches must be believed and done for salvation. It is for this 
reason that the faithful, with full confidence, proclaim in the Creed, 
“/ believe in the holy Catholic Church.’’’’ Their confidence rests in the 
fact that Christ has endowed his Church with the Spirit of truth to 
abide with her and to guide her always. 


■<b»©«dv 
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Thursday of the Sixth Week of Eastertide 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 68 (67):8-9, 20 O God, when you went 
forth before your people, marching with them and living among 
them, the earth trembled, heavens poured down rain, alleluia. 

Collect O God, who made your people partakers in your redemption, 
grant, we pray, that we may perpetually render thanks for the 
Resurrection of the Lord. Who lives and reigns with you in the unity 
of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 18:1-8; Psalm 98:1, 2-4; John 16:16-20 

Jesus said to his disciples: In a little while you will see me no more, 
and then after a little while you will see me. Some of his disciples 
said to one another, What does he mean by saying, ‘In a little while 
you will see me no more, and then after a little while you will see 
me, ’ and ‘Because I am going to the Father ’? They kept asking, 
What does he mean by ‘a little while’? We don’t understand what he 
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is saying. Jesus knew that they wanted to ask him about this, so he 
said to them, Are you asking one another what I meant when I said, 
‘In a little while you will see me no more, and then after a little while 
you will see me’? I tell you the truth, you will weep and mourn while 
the world rejoices. You will grieve, but your grief will turn to joy. 
(John 16:16-20) 

The Faith It is a great help in appreciating the significance of 
Christ’s words to set them against the words and teachings of other 
great figures in the history of the world. In our Gospel passage today 
our Lord makes the simple promise to his disciples that “in a little 
while you will see me no more, and then after a little while you will 
see me ” (John 16:16-20). In the first instance it is clear that our Lord 
is speaking to them of his death and resurrection. The “little while” 
in which they would see him again is a mere few days. Despite our 
Lord’s repeated reference during his public ministry to his passion, 
death and resurrection, they did not understand. “ They kept asking, 
What does he mean by ‘a little while’? We don 'l understand what he 
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is saying .” Their incomprehension is a tribute to the living power of 
Christ’s personality — they could not take it in that he would be 
gone from them. He would be gone from them soon in death, but 
very soon they would see him again and their grief would turn to joy. 
Now, what other great figure of world history, what other person of 
true substance has spoken to his disciples like this? Certainly not 
Buddha, Mahomet, Confucius, or any other ruler or great man. They 
may not have denied that they would live on in their spirits, but it 
would not be a return to this life, bringing by that very fact an 
especially great joy to their disciples. Not only did the Apostles 
experience the joy of seeing the risen Jesus, but those of Christ’s 
disciples who did not see him as risen also experienced the joy of 
knowing him as risen. In his Letter in the New Testament, St Peter 
speaks of the joy that his readers experience. They have not seen 
Christ but their hearts are full of joy because of him. Joy is one of 
the fundamental hallmarks of faith in Christ. Its foundation is his 


resurrection. The joy of the Christian springs from the fact that the 



919 


object of their faith, hope and love is a real and living person, once 
dead but now alive. It is in him that the Christian now lives. 

That this is a most distinctive feature of the Christian religion 
is clear when we think of other religions. Abraham, Moses and the 
prophets died, and their inspired legacy lived on and shaped the 
living religion of the children of Israel. That legacy was the word of 
God in the Scriptures (the Old Testament) and the Tradition of the 
chosen people. Mahomet left the elements of his book, the Koran , 
considered by his innumerable followers to be inspired, and he left a 
living memory of himself, taken to be Allah’s messenger. But he too 
is dead. So too are all the other great figures who have influenced 
thought and religion. They live on in their spirits because the human 
soul cannot decompose, but in their flesh they are dead and no one 
has ever claimed otherwise. Their persons are simply gone. The joy 
of the Christian is that Christ who died for them is alive and is with 
us still. He is not just a dead prophet whose teaching is enshrined in 
a holy book providing guidance and support for all readers from age 
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to age. No, he is a living person who unites to himself, to his own 
living person, all who turn to him in faith and embrace the revelation 
he entrusted to his Church. He himself, the living Jesus, abides in his 
Church and it is he who is the great Reality and Protagonist of his 
Church. It is he who speaks to his faithful in the Church’s holy 
book, the Bible, and he does so precisely as a living person and not 
just as a holy voice from the past. It is he who encounters his faithful 
who approach him in the Church’s Sacraments. It is he who guides 
his faithful when the Church’s pastors speak in his name, and most 
especially when the Successor of Peter speaks in his name. It is he 
who worships the Father at the head of his Church, especially at 
Mass. It is he who makes present in the midst of the Church his one 
sacrifice offered at Calvary, and this he does at Mass. He abides 
with us constantly, especially in the tabernacle of every Catholic 
Church. 

This great Fact of the living Jesus is the greatest fact that there 
is. If we want facts that matter, hard facts on which to base one’s 
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life, facts that will give consolation and joy, the Fact of the living and 
risen Jesus is that fact. There is no other fact in any religion or 
system of thought that can compare with it. Jesus is the joy of the 
ages and the source of joy in the midst of any grief. Let us then place 
our faith and hopes in Jesus, for as he says, in him our grief will turn 
to joy. 
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Friday of the Sixth Week of Eastertide 

Entrance Antiphon Rev 5:9-10 You have redeemed us, Lord, by 
your Blood from every tribe and tongue and people and nation, and 
have made us into a kingdom, priests for our God, alleluia. 

Collect O God, who restore us to eternal life in the Resurrection of 
Christ, raise us up, we pray, to the author of our salvation, who is 
seated at your right hand, so that, when our Saviour comes again in 
majesty, those you have given new birth in Baptism may be clothed 
with blessed immortality. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. 

In regions where the Solemnity of the Ascension is celebrated on the 
following Sunday: 

Collect Hear our prayers, O Lord, so that what was promised by 
the sanctifying power of your Word may everywhere be 
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accomplished through the working of the Gospel and that all your 
adopted children may attain what the testimony of truth has foretold. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with 
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 18:9-18; Psalm 47:2-7; John 16:20-23 

Jesus said to his disciples: I tell you the truth, you will weep and 
mourn while the world rejoices. You will grieve, but your grief will 
turn to joy. A woman giving birth to a child has pain because her 
time has come; but when her baby is born she forgets the anguish 
because of her joy that a child is born into the world. So with you: 
Now is your time of grief, but I will see you again and you will 
rejoice, and no-one will take away your joy. In that day you will no 
longer ask me anything. I tell you the truth, my Father will give you 
whatever you ask in my name. (John 16:20-23) 

Christ Socialization, let us call it, pervades the universe. The vast 


world of inanimate matter works one element with the other and all 
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things hum in a great hive of collaboration. The fact that this breaks 
down all too often in catastrophes and mishaps just highlights what is 
happening normally. Vegetative life works in mutual dependence 
and so does the insect and animal world. Wild dogs hunt in packs as 
do prides of lions. That is to say we see everywhere an impetus 
towards living and functioning in concert with one’s own kind. 
Visible creation is “social” - its elements are not solitary but act 
together with other elements. In this it reflects the character of the 
Creator. The Creator is not “solitary” but “social.” He is One in 
being but a Trinity of persons. Man, the child of God, is also social 
and he craves to live and work with others, but his pain consists in 
this tendency being all too often frustrated and unfulfilled. In our 
Gospel passage today (John 16:20-23) our Lord sets before his 
disciples a stark contrast - a clash - between them and the world. “7 
tell you the truth, you will weep and mourn while the world rejoices.'’’’ 
Our Lord came promising and establishing a Kingdom, a Kingdom 
that is of God and one that is the fulfilment of the world’s deepest 
needs. But as St John writes in the prologue of his Gospel, he came 
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unto his own and his own would not receive him. What causes the 
world to rejoice, caused Christ to weep. So too with Christ’s 
disciples, while they weep and mourn the world will rejoice. A 
major research project discovers a method of “improving” the human 
race and it involves a profound tampering with the genetic 
constitution of the unborn human person. The divide is 
unbridgeable, with Christians condemning and agitating against all 
legislation that would allow this scientific procedure, while various 
scientists condemn the Church for its unenlightened stand. The 
Christian cannot be conformed to the world if he is to be conformed 
to Christ. We yearn to act in concert with others for we are social, 
and yet all too often it cannot be. 

Christ expects that his disciples will understand this very 
clearly and will know what to expect from the world. This is 
especially important for the modern lay Christian. The Church 
assists him by her teaching and preaching to know what Christ has 
revealed and then it is up to him to bring this to the world by his 
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words, example and work. Of course he must strive to be effective 
by doing things harmoniously and not to be unnecessarily offensive. 
But there are fundamental values to which he should bear witness 
daily in his secular environment. That environment is his home, his 
recreational circle, his parish and above all his daily work. He bears 
this witness especially by his example, but when the occasion offers 
it, courageously by his words. Firstly, this witness is to the person of 
Christ. It is also a witness to where he is now to be found — in his 
body the Church, founded on Peter and the Apostles, and now guided 
by the successor of St Peter and those bishops in communion with 
him. It is also a witness to the teaching and revelation of Christ in its 
numerous facets, and that teaching comes above all in the teaching of 
his Church. Now, at times this can be a matter full of drama and 
danger. Consider the Muslim who gradually becomes convinced that 
the true religion revealed by God is the Christian religion and in 
particular that proclaimed by and subsisting in the Catholic Church. 
Depending on the country he dwells in, acting on that conviction and 
becoming a Christian himself by receiving baptism could easily 
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attract the threat of assassination. If knowing this, he proceeds to 
receive baptism and takes his stand firmly by the side of Christ and is 
then killed precisely for doing this, he is a true martyr. This can 
happen in our day and is but one instance of the disciple of Christ 
being unable to find his home in the world. The “world” does not 
take its stand with Christ and so it will rejoice while the disciple of 
Christ weeps. 

Let us keep our eyes steadfastly on the person of Christ and 
receive his teaching with the obedience of faith. It will mean a 
wrenching from the world in many matters as life proceeds. A 
choice must be made. Two standards are to be seen flying aloft. 
One is the standard of Christ, the other the standard of the world, the 
flesh and the devil. Let us take our stand with Christ and be prepared 
to carry his standard whithersoever Christ leads. Christ is our joy, 
joy for all ages. 
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Saturday of the Sixth Week of Eastertide 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. 1 Pt 2:9 O chosen people, proclaim the 
mighty works of him who called you out of darkness into his 
wonderful light, alleluia. 

Collect O God, whose Son, at his Ascension to the heavens, was 
pleased to promise the Holy Spirit to the Apostles, grant, we pray, 
that, just as they received manifold gifts of heavenly teaching, so on 
us, too, you may bestow spiritual gifts. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

In regions where the Solemnity of the Ascension is celebrated on the 
following Sunday: 

Collect Constantly shape our minds, we pray, O Lord, by the 
practice of good works, that, trying always for what is better, we may 
strive to hold ever fast to the Paschal Mystery. Through our Lord 
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Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 18:23-28; Psalm 47:2-3, 8-10; 

John 16:23b-28 

Jesus said to his disciples, I tell you the truth, my Father will give 
you whatever you ask in my name. Until now you have not asked for 
anything in my name. Ask and you will receive, and your joy will be 
complete. Though I have been speaking in parables, a time is 
coming when I will no longer use this kind of language but will tell 
you plainly about my Father. In that day you will ask in my name. I 
am not saying that I will ask the Father on your behalf. No, the 
Father himself loves you because you have loved me and have 
believed that I came from God. I came from the Father and entered 
the world; now / am leaving the world and going back to the Father. 


(John 16:23b-28) 
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The Father It is almost a commonplace to observe that a 
distinguishing feature of Judaic revelation, the religion of Abraham, 
Moses and the prophets, is the closeness of the one God to the people 
of his choice. On the one hand the one God of the Hebrews is far 
higher in power and holiness than any of the supposed gods of the 
peoples. On the other hand this one, incomparably high God is 
(perceived as) far closer to his people than are the other gods to their 
peoples. He is the heavenly Father of his people — “ When Israel 
was a child I loved him, out of Egypt I ccdled my son ... it was / who 
taught Ephraim to walk” (Hosea 11:1-2). Now, even though the 
image of “father” is used of the deity among many religions (such as 
the All-father of the South East Australian Aborigines) the special 
closeness and love of Yahweh as Father is striking — a point lost to 
Islam. The Hebrews felt themselves to be especially chosen by their 
God, and in covenant with him. They were his people and he was 
their God. This closeness is expressed in an even more extraordinary 
image. The prophets likened the relationship to that between a 
husband and his wife. Without being in a position to pronounce in 
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terms of comparative religion, I suspect this mode of expression is 
well-nigh unique to the religion of the Hebrews. The point here is 
that a distinguishing feature of the religion of Abraham, Moses and 
the prophets is the closeness of Yahweh with his people. But this 
closeness assumed altogether new proportions in the teaching of 
Jesus Christ. Our Lord refers to God at times as “my Father” and at 
other times as “the Father.” u My Father will give you whatever you 
ask in my name,” he says, and “7 came from the Father and entered 
the world.” He is both “the Father” and “my Father.” In his debates 
with his enemies among the religious leaders there was nothing 
unconscionable, from their point of view, about our Lord referring to 
the Lord God as “the Father.” He was the Father of his people who 
saved them from slavery. But what was most striking was his 
referring to the Father as “my Father.” This expression together with 
the way it was uttered by him gave the impression, in fact, that he 
claimed to be on a level with God - to be equal to Him. 
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That is to say, in Jesus Christ, the closeness of the God of 
Abraham and the prophets reached an altogether special stage. No 
prophet before him spoke of the Father in the way Jesus Christ did. 
He was “my Father.” Jesus Christ did not speak of the Father as “our 
Father” in the sense of placing himself in the same relation to the 
Father as all others of the chosen people. He instructed his disciples 
to pray to the Father as “our Father,” but he himself, it seems, did not 
use the expression when involving himself. On rising from the dead, 
he instructed Mary Magdalene to go to the disciples and tell them 
that he was ascending to “my Father and your Father, to my God and 
your God” (John 20:17). The point is that in the person of Jesus 
Christ the Father has come far, far closer to man than he did to 
Abraham and the prophets. There is one among us — Jesus Christ 
— who has for his very own Father, him who is “the Father.” The 
God of the Hebrews is the Father of Jesus Christ, the one whom 
Jesus Christ addresses as “my Father.” This has wondrous 
implications. It means that we who are the friends of Jesus Christ 
have one who can speak to the Father on our behalf. “I tell you the 
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truth, my Father will give you whatever you ask in my name. Until 
now you have not asked for anything in my name. Ask and you will 
receive, and your joy will be complete.'’'’ Jesus is the one who can tell 
us all about the Father, much more than can anyone else, and this 
helps us to pray to the Father, in the name of Jesus his Son. “Though 
I have been speaking in parables, a time is coming when I will no 
longer use this kind of language but will tell you plainly about my 
Father. In that day you will ask in my name.” In fact, though, the 
Father loves us because we love Jesus his Son, and in Jesus we can 
speak to the Father directly. “The Father himself loves you because 
you have loved me and have believed that I came from God. I came 
from the Father and entered the world; now I am leaving the world 
and going back to the Father ” (John 16:23b-28). In Jesus Christ the 
revelation of the Father reaches its definitive moment, a moment that 
remains. 

In fact, in this same discourse of the Last Supper, our Lord 
has already stated that he is the revelation of the Father. No prophet 
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or leader of the chosen people had ever or would ever speak in this 
way. He who sees me, he said, sees the Father. Again, 7 am in the 
Father and the Father is in me. And again, No one can come to the 
Father except through me. I am the way, the truth and the life (John 
14:5-11). In Jesus, God has come ineffably close to man. The 
incomparably high God has bent down to us, and placed himself on 
familiar terms with us his children. In Jesus Christ we can say to 
him, Abba, Father! 
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The Ascension of the Lord 

At the Vigil Mass 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 68 (67): 33, 35 You kingdoms of the earth, 
sing to God; praise the Lord, who ascends above the highest heavens; 
his majesty and might are in the skies, alleluia. 

Collect O God, whose Son today ascended to the heavens as the 
Apostles looked on, grant, we pray, that, in accordance with his 
promise, we may be worthy for him to live with us always on earth, 
and we with him in heaven. Who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

At the Mass During The Day: 

Entrance Antiphon Acts 1:11 Men of Galilee, why gaze in wonder 
at the heavens? This Jesus whom you saw ascending into heaven 
will return as you saw him go, alleluia. 
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Collect Gladden us with holy joys, almighty God, and make us 
rejoice with devout thanksgiving, for the Ascension of Christ your 
Son is our exaltation, and, where the Head has gone before in glory, 
the Body is called to follow in hope. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Or : Grant, we pray, almighty God, that we, who believe that your 
Only Begotten Son, our Redeemer, ascended this day to the heavens, 
may in spirit dwell already in heavenly realms. Who lives and reigns 
with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 1:1-11; Psalm 47:2-3, 6-9; 

Ephesians 1:17-23; Matthew 28:16-20 

Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain where 
Jesus had told them to go. Then they saw him, they worshipped him; 
but some doubted. Then Jesus came to them and said, All authority 
in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore go and 
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make disciples of cdl nations, baptising them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Floly Spirit, and teaching them to 
obey everything I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you 
cdways, to the very end of the age. (Matthew 28:16-20) 

Jesus is Lord There is an old saying, that familiarity breeds 
contempt. Of course it is a caricature, but like many exaggerations it 
contains a grain of truth. The truth contained in it is that there is a 
danger of failing to remember the true significance and value of 
something we are constantly dealing with. A married couple once 
deeply in love begin to take one another for granted and gradually 
forget how blessed they are in having each other. A person has an 
exceptional opportunity in the work position he has been offered but 
he takes it for granted. He fails to exert himself and not only misses 
many opportunities for his own advancement but even in the course 
of time loses the job. Something of this kind of failure is often 
present in the practice of the Christian religion. Take the celebration 
of the mysteries of the Faith during the course of the Church’s 
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liturgical year. Every Sunday is the Lord’s Day and is a celebration 
of Christ’s resurrection. Very many Christians do not celebrate the 
Sunday. For many it is just a day off from work and if there is the 
chance to earn extra money with overtime on the Sunday, they take 
it. They are familiar with the elements of their Faith but they neglect 
them, ultimately to their own cost. The person who does practise his 
Christian faith participates in the Church’s celebration of the 
mysteries of Christ throughout the year, but the danger, for them too, 
can be of it becoming largely a routine. On the other hand, the 
performance of something over and over again offers a wonderful 
opportunity to live it and relive it with a more and more profound 
appreciation. We ought strive to do this constantly. Let us consider 
the Church’s annual celebration of the feast of the Ascension of the 
Lord and endeavour — as we should with each of the feasts of the 
Church’s year — to give it real thought and appreciation. At his 
Ascension, the Lord Jesus takes his place at the right hand of the 
Father where he now intercedes for us. It was the crown of his 


mission and his final triumph. 
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St Paul writes that, though from all eternity the glory of God 
was his, the Son of God put it all aside and became as we men are. 
Indeed, he became lowlier still, even to death on a cross. The pattern 
of Christ’s life was one of following the path of obedience and 
abasement. He chose the lowly path, the path bereft of the glory that 
was due to him as God, and indeed it was a path even lowlier than 
that which is typically ours. Christ suffered deprivation and poverty, 
humiliation and rejection. He chose to die a death that encompassed 
in itself all that was needed to make up for mankind’s sins. We can 
only glimpse at the degree of suffering that this involved by taking 
account of the immeasurable ocean of sin that fills the world. How 
could we measure even the scale of one man’s sins, let alone the sins 
of the world? But this was the mission of Christ, to take away the sin 
of the world by suffering and dying as the Lamb of God. The sins of 
the world were the measure of his abasement. Christ the sinless one 
went down to the very depths for our sake. But then, immersed in 
sin at its deepest abyss and having made up for it all, he rose and was 
exalted at the highest level, to the right hand of his heavenly Father. 
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This Man whom his disciples knew so well, this Man whom the 
crowds had followed and whom many had deserted, this Man whom 
the leaders had utterly rejected and put to death, this Man who had 
borne on his shoulders the sins of the entire world, this same Man 
now ascended to the highest throne and, as man, received the glory 
proper to himself as God. He shares equally with his Father the 
glory of God. He, our brother, now occupies his place at the right 
hand of the Father almighty. He is equal to God in every way in the 
sense that he is God, and now, as man, he enjoys the glory that was 
his as God before the world began. He has triumphed over the sin of 
the world and his weapon was the path of abasement and obedience 
unto death. The reward was to enter the highest glory. On the feast 
of the Ascension we celebrate that triumph. 

Jesus Christ is now seated at the right hand of the Father, and 
as we read in the Gospel for this day he is the Lord with all authority 
in heaven and on earth. When we think of the Ascension of Christ 


into heaven we acknowledge all this. He is our Lord and King. He 
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is our High Priest, constantly interceding with the Father on our 
behalf. That constant prayer of his on our behalf is the sacrificial 
prayer he offered for us on the Cross and which is made present at 
Mass. Our life’s work is to obey everything he has commanded and 
to invite all others to recognize him as Lord, receiving baptism and 
living according to his word. Let us then resolve to make him the 
Lord of our life and to draw all others into union with him. 

Further reading : The Catechism of the Catholic Church, no.659-667 
(Jesus ascended to the right hand of the Father) 
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Seventh Sunday of Eastertide 

(If the Ascension is on Thursday of the Sixth Week) 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 27 (26): 7-9 O Lord, hear my voice, for I 
have called to you; of you my heart has spoken: Seek his face; hide 
not your face from me, alleluia. 

Collect Graciously hear our supplications, O Lord, so that we, who 
believe that the Saviour of the human race is with you in your glory, 
may experience, as he promised, until the end of the world, his 
abiding presence among us. Who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 1:12-14; Psalm 26; 

1 Peter 1:13-16; John 17:1-11 

After Jesus said this, he looked towards heaven and prayed: Father, 
the time has come. Glorify your Son, that your Son may glorify you. 
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For you granted him authority over all people that he might give 
eternal life to all those you have given him. Now this is eternal life: 
that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom 
you have sent. I have brought you glory on earth by completing the 
work you gave me to do. And now, Father, glorify me in your 
presence with the glory I had with you before the world began. 1 
have revealed you to those whom you gave me out of the world. They 
were yours; you gave them to me and they have obeyed your word. 
Now they know that everything you have given me comes from you. 
For 1 gave them the words you gave me and they accepted them. 
They knew with certainty that / came from you, and they believed 
that you sent me. I pray for them. I am not praying for the world, but 
for those you have given me, for they are yours. All / have is yours, 
and cdl you have is mine. And glory has come to me through them. 1 
will remain in the world no longer, but they are still in the world, 
and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them by the power of 
your name — the name you gave me — so that they may be one as we 


are one. (John 17:1-11) 
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Christ’s Prayer If we consider chapter 17 of St John’s Gospel 
(i.e., Christ’s prayer) as part of the Last Supper discourse of Jesus 
Christ, then that discourse is the longest of any in the Gospels — 
even slightly longer than St Matthew’s Sermon on the Mount. It is 
an extraordinary presentation of teaching, given in the intimacy of 
the Last Supper. It gives us a glimpse into the many sessions of 
teaching given by our Lord to his Apostles. It also suggests that the 
greatest moment of Christ’s teaching in his public ministry was the 
Last Supper, something we would not have gathered from the other 
Gospels. But there is this also to be said, that chapter 17 gives us the 
longest prayer in the New Testament. Now, not only is it the longest 
prayer — spanning 26 verses — but it is, of course, the longest of 
Christ’s prayers recorded in the Gospels. The Synoptic Gospels 
(Matthew, Mark and Luke) present us with some of Christ’s prayers. 
There is the Lord’s Prayer, given in two forms (Matthew 6:9-13 and 
Luke 11:2-4), which we may presume reflects Christ’s own prayer. 
There is his prayer of thanks to his Father, the Lord of heaven and 
earth, in Matthew 11:25, 26. There is the prayer of Christ in 
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Gethsemane (Matthew 26:36-44; Mark 14:22-40; Luke 22:39-46), 
which is probably referred to in Hebrews 5:7. There are Christ’s 
prayers on the Cross (Matthew 27:46; Mark 15:34, including his use 
of Psalm 22:1; and Luke 23:34 and 46). But the greatest and longest 
prayer of Christ in the New Testament is that given to us in Chapter 
17 of St John, and our Gospel passage today is its beginning. Our 
Lord prays from the heart to his heavenly Father, and in the hearing 
of his disciples. They hear the words, and it must have sunk deeply 
into the memory of John, the author of the Gospel. He was the 
“disciple Jesus loved.” In the eyes of John, the soul of Christ 
overflowed with beauty, and his words to his heavenly Father were 
unforgettable. Perhaps John committed them to writing early - for 
his own benefit. They revealed the Father and they revealed the Son, 
and they were the fruit of the Spirit, for Christ prayed in the Spirit. If 
we wish to enter the heart of Christ, we could not do better than enter 


into his prayer. 
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To begin with, the Father is immediately accessible. Jesus 
addresses him simply and directly. So should we, but in company 
with Jesus, whose Father he is. In this respect, it reflects the Lord’s 
Prayer in the Synoptic Gospels, and we remember how our Lord 
instructed his disciples to pray to the Father simply, and not as the 
pagans do. Now, let us ask ourselves, how often do we address the 
Father ? The Father! Our Father in heaven is the Origin, the 
Ultimate, the Final, the Absolute. The Son — his equal in all things 
— comes forth from him as generated by him. We cannot go further 
than the Father. In reaching him, we reach the Beginning and the 
End — and he is a Father to us! How astounding is this! We may 
address him, as St Paul says, as Abba, Dear Fatherl Let us learn to 
speak simply, reverently, gratefully, lovingly to our Father in heaven 
in imitation of Jesus Christ our Teacher. Our Lord speaks of himself 
as the Father’s Son, and his first petition in this great prayer is that 
the Father may glorify him in order that he may glorify the Father. 
Christ’s principal yearning was that the Father be glorified. This too 
reflects the Lord’s Prayer, in which we pray to our heavenly Father, 
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asking as our first petition that his name be hallowed. Our Father in 
heaven, may your name be hallowed ! May you be glorified! Let us 
pray that our lives may be such that God will be honoured and 
glorified. But what also is notable in Christ’s prayer to his Father is 
his intercession for his disciples. He prays for them, and we can take 
it that in praying for those immediately around him he implicitly 
included us. We read in the Gospel account of the temptations of 
Christ at the threshold of his public ministry that Satan showed him 
the kingdoms of the world in a moment of time. How easy it would 
have been, then, for Christ to have seen each of us! How easy to have 
prayed for each of us. “ They were yours, and you gave them to me.” 
He prays for each of us, using these words. We belong to the Father, 
and we belong to Christ his Son. In praying for his disciples, Christ 
prays as our High Priest, both then and now. 

Let us take our stand by the side of Jesus Christ. He is now at 
the right hand of his heavenly Father continuing the prayer which he 
prayed at the Last Supper. He is our High Priest now, and we belong 
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to him. He wishes to see himself glorified in us: “A// / have is yours, 
and all you have is mine. And glory has come to me through them.” 
We each of us has the grand vocation of giving glory to the Father 
and to Christ by being his faithful disciples. Let us so live that Christ 
will be proud of us when we appear before him — proud of us, and 
not ashamed. 
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Monday of the Seventh Week of Eastertide 

Entrance Antiphon Acts 1:8 You will receive the power of the 
Holy Spirit coming upon you, and you will be my witnesses, even to 
the ends of the earth, alleluia. 

Collect May the power of the Holy Spirit come to us, we pray, O 
Lord, that we may keep your will faithfully in mind and express it in 
a devout way of life. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 19:1-8; Psalm 68:2-7ab; John 16:29-33 

The disciples said to Jesus, Now you are speaking clearly and 
without figures of speech. Now we can see that you know all things 
and that you do not even need to have anyone ask you questions. 
This makes us believe that you came from God. You believe at last! 
Jesus answered. But a time is coming, and has come, when you will 
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be scattered, each to his own home. You will leave me all alone. Yet 
1 am not alone, for my Father is with me. I have told you these 
things, so that in me you may have peace. In this world you will have 
trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world. (John 16:29-33) 

Faith The leaders of the Jews once said to Jesus that they had 
Abraham for their father. This was their boast. But great as Abraham 
was there was much that he did not see and could not see. He was 
granted the promise that through him all the nations would be 
blessed, but he could not see in what precise sense this would be so. 
So too with Isaac, Jacob and the twelve patriarchs. So too with 
Moses and the prophets. They were masters in Israel but their light 
was limited. Moses pointed to the Prophet who was to come, but he 
did not see the precise contours of this great prediction. Moreover, 
he too failed in faith and obedience on one great occasion and for this 
reason was denied entry into the Promised Land. Great as the 
prophets were, none of them was Master and Teacher without 
qualification. By this I mean that each of them was limited as a light 
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to the people. All this is to say that, as the beginning of the Letter to 
the Hebrews states, in previous times God spoke to the fathers 
through the prophets fragmentarily and in many ways. But now at 
last it was different. He has sent us his very own Son to speak for 
him. We now have the one who gives us the full revelation of God, 
one who is the Master and Teacher of the things of God and of his 
plan in an absolute sense. Jesus is Master and Teacher with whom 
no other master and teacher can compare. He is absolutely and 
without any qualification Master and Teacher. He is the Light, the 
Light of the world before whom there is no equal. All this is 
contained in the words of the disciples in our gospel passage today in 
which they say to our Lord, “ Now you are speaking clearly and 
without figures of speech. Now we can see that you know all things 
and that you do not even need to have anyone ask you questions. 
This makes us believe that you came from God.” To what other 
prophet or patriarch was it said that he knew all things? This is the 
testimony of Christ’s disciples and it is the testimony of the Church 
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through the ages till the end. Jesus Christ is the Guide of man. He 
knows all things. 

The critical issue for every man and woman is faith. The 
work of life is to believe in Jesus. That is the work God gives to man 
and man’s prospects depend on his doing this work. In chapter 6 of 
the Gospel of St John, Jesus is asked what the work of God is. The 
work of God, our Lord replies, is to believe in the One whom he has 
sent. Hence the question our Lord asks in our Gospel passage today 
is the question he asks of us at every point of our life: “ Do you 
believe at last? ” (John 16:29-33). As our faith deepens and 
overcomes obstacles, the same question — or perhaps the same 
commendation and encouragement — is made: “ Do you believe at 
lastV ’ It is faith in Christ which opens the door to the Light of God, 
for that Light is the person of Jesus Christ and his word. For the 
Christian, the results of the presence or absence of the Light of God 
in the course of history are exemplified in the history of thought and 
philosophy. Consider the brilliance of Socrates, Plato and especially 
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Aristotle centuries before Christ. But look at the limits of their 
conceptions of God! Consider some of the greatest philosophers of 
the last four centuries or so who have chosen to construct their 
systems ignoring the Light that is Christ, and observe the results of 
many of their efforts. Their constructs are so often profoundly 
flawed, denying the divine, denying free will, denying the 
foundations of morality and so many basic facts essential to human 
life. A study of the history of philosophy helps us appreciate, I 
believe, the grandeur of Christ the Guide of man. So does a study of 
the history of religion. As the disciples say to Jesus in our Gospel 
passage today, Christ knows all things, and the door to his Light is 
faith in him. “Tow believe at last," Christ responds to his disciples. 
He says the same to all of his disciples, including each of us. He also 
asks it of the world, for the vocation of the world is to believe in 
Jesus. As our Lord said to his disciples before he ascended into 
heaven, Go to the whole world and make disciples of all the nations. 
The one who believes will be saved. The one who willfully refuses 


will be condemned. 
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Jesus Christ is the Master and Teacher of the nations. He 
knows all things. He is risen from the dead and is the living Light of 
the world, the world’s only absolute Light. The work of life for 
every man is to believe in him and every disciple has the mission to 
bring this Light to others so that all may believe and be saved. Let us 
then begin the work! So then, now I begin! 

-- 
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Tuesday of the Seventh Week of Eastertide 

Entrance Antiphon Rev 1:17-18 I am the first and the last, I was 
dead and am now alive. Behold, I am alive for ever and ever, alleluia. 

Collect Grant, we pray, almighty and merciful God, that the Holy 
Spirit, coming near and dwelling graciously within us, may make of 
us a perfect temple of his glory. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your 
Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 20:17-27; Ps 68:10-11, 20-21; John 17:1-1 la 

After Jesus said this, he raised his eyes to heaven and prayed: 
Father, the time has come. Glorify your Son, that your Son may 
glorify you. For you granted him authority over all people that he 
might give eternal life to cdl those you have given him. Now this is 
eternal life: that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus 


Christ, whom you have sent. I have brought you glory on earth by 
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completing the work you gave me to do. And now, Father, glorify me 
in your presence with the glory I had with you before the world 
began. I have revealed you to those whom you gave me out of the 
world. They were yours; you gave them to me and they have obeyed 
your word. Now they know that everything you have given me comes 
from you. For I gave them the words you gave me and they accepted 
them. They knew with certainty that 1 came from you, and they 
believed that you sent me. I pray for them. I am not praying for the 
world, but for those you have given me, for they are yours. All 1 have 
is yours, and all you have is mine. And I have been glorified in them. 
I will remain in the world no longer, but they are still in the world, 
and I am coming to you. (John 17:1-1 la) 

Jesus Christ I remember speaking a few decades ago to a 
clergyman and he said that in his view, part of Christ’s Passion was 
his fear of complete extinction. Christ, he thought, felt crushed 
during his Agony in the Garden in part because he feared that death 
would entirely swallow him up into nothingness. He would not 
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survive in any sense the death that was about to envelop him. The 
reason for his having this strange opinion was, I think, that he could 
not see how death alone could be an immense a challenge for Christ 
if he knew he would rise again. Well now, to begin with, if we 
understand the death of Christ as his being burdened with the sins of 
the entire world , then his Passion and Death must have been like no 
other in the scale of its burden. If suffering and death came upon our 
first parents simply because of their sin of disobedience, what must 
that suffering and death be like which expiates for the sins of the 
entire human race? Such suffering is incalculable and can scarcely be 
imagined. So if we measure the sufferings of Christ, not by the 
sufferings of any other crucified criminal (such as the two with 
whom he was crucified) but by that which is due to the sins of the 
entire world, it is not hard to see how immeasurably revolting must 
have been the prospect of his Passion to Christ’s perfect and all-holy 
human nature. It must have appalled him to the depths. No, it is not 
necessary to posit the odd hypothesis of Christ’s fearing extinction in 
order to understand that his sufferings were without compare. Such 
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an hypothesis is not merely dubious. In fact, it is indeed utterly 
groundless. Christ repeatedly informs his disciples, and his enemies 
too, that he will rise from the dead in his body. He had no fear of 
extinction. In our Gospel passage today, our Lord prays to his 
heavenly Father in the presence of his disciples saying, “/ will 
remain in the world no longer, hut they are still in the world, and I 
am coming to you.” Jesus is facing a most terrible ordeal, but he is 
full of trust, a confidence that lacks the slightest doubt as to the 
outcome. He is coming to the Father, and the door he is to pass 
through is Calvary. 

Christ’s great prayer during his Last Supper tells us more. 
His death for the sins of mankind is not just his path to the Father. It 
is his path to glory. “Father” he said, “ the time has come. Glorify 
your Son, that your Son may glorify you.” Time and again as his time 
approached he told his disciples that he would suffer and die and as a 
result, enter his glory. On the day he rose from the dead, he met the 
two disciples on their way to Emmaus and gently castigated them for 
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not understanding the message of the prophets that the Messiah had 
to suffer, and in this way enter his glory. At the Transfiguration on 
the Mount not long before his Passion he was shown in glory. It was 
a foretaste of the glory that would he his as a result of the passing 
over that he would accomplish in Jerusalem. But there is more about 
this glory in our Lord’s prayer here. It is the glory he had with the 
Father before the world began. “And now, Father, glorify me in your 
presence with the glory I had with you before the world began ” (John 
17:1-1 la). It is clear that Jesus Christ told his disciples that before 
the world began he had shared with the Father the glory of God. 
God’s glory from all eternity had been his glory. St John tells us that 
in one way or another, our Lord claimed to be God before his very 
enemies. Before Abraham ever was, he calmly told them, I am. It is 
little wonder then that when our Lord appeared to the Apostles a 
week after his resurrection, this time with the doubting Thomas 
there, Christ elicited from him his adoring profession of faith, My 
Lord and my God! The Man in front of them was the eternal God 
who had put aside the glory proper to him and had, as St Paul puts it, 
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become as men are and humbler still, even to death on a cross. With 
his Ascension, his name would be above every other name, and as 
Peter would state before the Sanhedrin, there is no other name by 
which men can be saved. All that the Father has is his, Christ prays, 
just as all that he has is the Father’s. On the night before he died, 
Christ amply reveals to his disciples the astounding nature of his 
person and his glory as eternal Son of the eternal Father. 

Let us bear in mind what our Lord says is the path to eternal 
life. ‘Wmv this is eternal life: that they may know you, the only true 
God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent.” We ought never regard 
the person of Jesus Christ as just a matter of opinion which we may 
accept or dismiss as we might any other issue. Too much is at stake. 
Time and again in the Gospels, faith in Jesus and his word is the 
hinge from which our eternity hangs. We are called to know him, 
love him and serve him in this life so as to see and enjoy him forever 
in heaven. So then, let us take up the work. 
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Wednesday of the Seventh Week of Eastertide 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 47 (46):2 All peoples, clap your hands. 
Cry to God with shouts of joy, alleluia. 

Collect Graciously grant to your Church, O merciful God, that, 
gathered by the Holy Spirit, she may be devoted to you with all her 
heart and united in purity of intent. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 20:28-38; Psalm 68:29-30, 33-36ab; 

John 17:1 lb-19 

Jesus raised his eyes to heaven and said, Holy Father, keep those 
you have given me true to your name, so that they may be one as we 
are one. While I was with them, / kept those you had given me true 
to your name. I have watched over them and none has been lost 
except the one who chose to be lost and this was so that Scripture 
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would be fulfilled. / am coming to you now, but I say these things 
while I am still in the world, to share my joy with them to the full. I 
have given them your word and the world has hated them, for they 
are not of the world any more than 1 am of the world. My prayer is 
not that you take them out of the world but that you protect them 
from the evil one. They are not of the world, even as 1 am not of it. 
Consecrate them in the truth; your word is truth. As you sent me into 
the world, 1 have sent them into the world. For them I consecrate 
myself, that they too may be truly consecrated in truth. 
(John 17:lib-19) 

Tragedy In the long history of world literature, consisting of (we 
might say) poetry, the play and the novel, the human story is of 
unending interest. Especially gripping is the tragedy. The central 
personality has before him prospects of prosperity and flourish and 
also the possibility of decline and destruction - as we see in 
MacBeth, Hamlet or Lear. Whatever be the tale, the tragic choice 
and end of the central protagonist is, in one or other of its facets, a 
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mirror for every reader and viewer. This can happen to me, the 
viewer may reflect, and as the saying puts it, but for the grace of God 
there go I. The best tragedies set before the reader the drama of 
personal freedom and of how, in the protagonist, this freedom was 
abused or poorly used. In the Gospels we have various examples of 
what is tragic, and perhaps the greatest example is that of Judas who 
had been granted wonderful opportunities in his vocation to 
friendship with Christ, but who fell away. In our Gospel passage 
today (John 17:1 lb-19), in his prayer to his Father our Lord prays for 
his disciples. He has watched over them and preserved them, and yet 
Judas has been lost. The tragedy of Judas and his choice exemplifies 
the mystery of human freedom and it is a grand lesson for every one 
of Christ’s disciples. St Teresa of Avila, doctor of the Church and 
outstanding visionary, was once granted by God a vision of her place 
in hell were she not faithful. All of us can choose to be unfaithful. 
Let none of us say that we are incapable of a tragic end. And so our 
Lord prays for those who belong to him. They have been given to 
him by the Father and he prays that they will be united, that they will 
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be one. “ Holy Father, keep those you have given me true to your 
name, so that they may be one as we are one.” Looking well into the 
future Christ clearly sees what is ahead for his Church, the bearer of 
the Kingdom. He sees across the centuries the divisions that will 
wrack the Church he has founded on his Apostles. There will be so 
many tragedies springing from personal choice. 

Not only is there the factor of personal choice in failing to be 
true to God and Christ, but there are also threats coming from 
without. There is the world and there is the Evil One. “7 have given 
them your word and the world has hated them, for they are not of the 
world any more than I am of the world.” Christ himself encountered 
harsh opposition from the world — from the world considered 
separately from Satan — and so too will his disciples. The world 
will not only hate Christ’s disciples as it did Christ, but it will strive 
to entice and deceive them. Christ prays for them as he sends them 
into the world to preach the Gospel to all the nations and invite all to 
believe and so to be saved. He prays also that they will be kept from 
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the Evil One. Satan had already gained a signal victory by gaining 
full mastery over one of the Twelve, and as our Lord said, this had 
been by Judas’s own choice. Judas had allowed the Devil to enter 
him. We read in the sixth chapter of St John’s gospel that at the end 
of his discourse on the Eucharist when many of his disciples left him 
our Lord asked the Twelve if they too were going to go. There was 
to be no turning back from his doctrine. Simon Peter told him that 
they would never leave him, and our Lord replied that he had chosen 
them but that one of them was a devil. This suggests a very firm 
turning away from Christ in Judas. In his prayer during the Last 
Supper, with Judas already gone, our Lord prays that his disciples 
will be kept from the Evil One. And so there we have the great 
factors that can prompt a disciple of Christ to defect and fall away 
from him. There is, broadly, a personal preference coming from 
impulses within that is contrary to the call of Christ. There also is 
the influence of the world. Thirdly there is the influence of Satan the 
Evil One. The Church has traditionally called these tragic factors the 
flesh, the world and the devil. They must be vigilantly watched and 
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utterly renounced. They can ensnare and lead a person knowingly to 
renounce Christ. This is the ultimate tragedy and it is a possibility 
for every person who fails to be vigilant. 

Christ prays that we be consecrated in the truth. Let us plant 
ourselves in his company and resolve to abide in his word. His word 
and his grace must be our life. At the end of his masterly Spiritual 
Exercises St Ignatius of Loyola sets before us a great prayer of 
offering. In it we are invited to offer Christ everything we have. We 
ask for two things, his love and his grace. Let us be alive to the 
snares that can entangle us and lead us to fall. With Christ all will be 
well, so let us never separate ourselves from him. 
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Thursday of the Seventh Week of Eastertide 

Entrance Antiphon Heb 4:16 With boldness let us approach the 
throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and find grace as a 
timely help, alleluia. 

Collect May your Spirit, O Lord, we pray, imbue us powerfully 
with spiritual gifts, that he may give us a mind pleasing to you and 
graciously conform us to your will. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 22:30; 23:6-11; Psalm 16:l-2a, 5, 7-11; 

John 17:20-26 

Lifting up his eyes to heaven, Jesus prayed saying: My prayer is not 
for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in me through 
their word, that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me 
and I am in you. May they also be in us so that the world may 
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believe that you have sent me. I have given them the glory that you 
gave me, that they may be one as we are one: 1 in them and you in 
me. May they be brought to complete unity to let the world know that 
you sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me. Father, 
/ want those you have given me to be with me where I am, and to see 
my glory, the glory you have given me because you loved me before 
the creation of the world. Righteous Father, though the world does 
not know you, I know you, and they know that you have sent me. I 
have made you known to them, and will continue to make you known 
in order that the love you have for me may be in them and that I 
myself may be in them. (John 17:20-26) 

Unity There are profound and enduring divisions within Islam. 
The divisions are numerous and many of them have dated from the 
first century or two after Mohamed’s death. In like manner, for the 
non-Christian observer I suspect that the most notable feature of the 
phenomenon of Christianity is its disunity. It presents to the world a 
spectacle of countless divisions. There is the great body of the 
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Catholic Church led by the Pope who is the most prominent religious 
figure in the world. But separated from the Catholic Church are the 
Orthodox churches and then the numerous communions of the 
Protestant Reformation and the almost countless Christian bodies 
deriving from them. If, say, Islam wishes to enter into dialogue with 
Christianity it would naturally approach the Holy See, but it well 
understands that there are numerous other Christian bodies that will 
be outside this dialogue. Islam itself labours under this same 
difficulty of disunity for it too has no great figure on their side in any 
way comparable to the Pope. My point here, though, is the disunity 
of Christians. This has always been a major problem and we see 
plenty of references to it in the inspired writings of the New 
Testament itself. The inspired authors warn of divisions that are 
already existing, and they warn of divisions to come. The first few 
centuries of the early Church give plenty of testimony to this 
recurring fault line and, once the persecution of the Church ceased in 
the fourth century, the divisions broke out with a vengeance. The 
issue was Christian doctrine. The person of Christ himself was the 
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issue, and we see an example of this in the powerful Arianism that 
wracked and misled so many during the fourth century and persisted 
outside the Church long after the Councils of Nicea and 
Constantinople. Now, did Christ foresee this disunity? Indeed he did 
and we see his preoccupation with the Church’s unity in his prayer to 
his Father during the Last Supper. 

In view of the hard facts of history and the sad fact of division 
among Christ’s disciples, what was the plan of God as it is revealed 
in the prayer of Christ? Christ prayed for all those who would believe 
in him through the word of the Apostles, and of course their word is 
the word of the Church built on them. He prayed for us, for all those 
who have gone before us and for all those who will come after. He 
prayed that we would be one. “/ pray also for those who will believe 
in me through their word, that all of them may be one, Father, just as 
you are in me and I am in you. May they also be in us so that the 
world may believe that you have sent me.” It is the will of God that 
all of Christ’s disciples be one in him. Christian disunity, the 
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division of the Church that Christ founded into numerous separate 
bodies, is not according to the plan of God. The Church he founded 
is that of the Apostles with Peter in their midst and at their head, and 
it is clear from the Gospels and from the prayer of Christ at the Last 
Supper that it is his will that all Christians be united in that Church. 
The Church of Christ subsists in that Church and all Christians ought 
consider this fact and ask how is the unity of all who are in Christ to 
be achieved. How? It will be effected by the power and the grace of 
God, and by our being open to this grace. We can rely on the prayer 
of Christ in which he prayed for this unity and which he continues to 
pray as our High Priest at the right hand of his heavenly Father. But 
let us be clear about the unity planned by God for his Church. Christ 
prays that “ that they may be one as we are one: 1 in them and you in 
me. May they be brought to complete unity to let the world know that 
you sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me ” (John 
17:20-26). Christ intends that there be a “complete unity” among his 
disciples, one fold under one Shepherd truly united in love for Christ 
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and his word. All Christians are called to work for and build up 
Christian unity. The result will be that the world will believe. 

It is often stressed that the Christian is called to bear witness 
to Christ to the world. But it can be forgotten that the effectiveness 
of this witness depends — as Christ himself prayed — on the unity 
of Christ’s disciples. Christ prayed that all would be one, and thus 
the world would believe. As we think of Christ’s command to go to 
the whole world and make disciples of all the nations, let us also 
think of his command that his disciples be united in one fold and 
under one shepherd. 
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Friday of the Seventh Week of Eastertide 

Entrance Antiphon Rev 1:5-6 Christ loved us and washed us clean of 
our sins by his Blood, and made us into a kingdom, priests for his 
God and Father. 

Collect O God, who by the glorification of your Christ and the 
light of the Holy Spirit have unlocked for us the gates of eternity, 
grant, we pray, that, partaking of so great a gift, our devotion may 
grow deeper and our faith be strengthened. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 25:13b-21; Ps. 103:1-2, 11-12, 19-20ab; 
John 21:15-19 

After Jesus had revealed himself to his disciples and eaten breakfast 
with them, he said to Simon Peter, Simon son of John, do you truly 
love me more than these others? Yes, Lord, he said, you know that / 
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love you. Jesus said, Feed my lambs. Again Jesus said, Simon son 
of John, do you truly love me? He answered, Yes, Lord, you know 
that 1 love you. Jesus said, Take care of my sheep. The third time he 
said to him, Simon son of John, do you love me? Peter was hurt 
because Jesus asked him the third time, Do you love me? He said, 
Lord, you know cdl things; you know that I love you. Jesus said, 
Feed my sheep. I tell you the truth, when you were younger you 
dressed yourself and went where you wanted; but when you are old 
you will stretch out your hands, and someone else will dress you and 
lead you where you do not want to go. Jesus said this to indicate the 
kind of death by which Peter would glorify God. Then he said to 
him, Follow me! (John 21:15-19) 

Simon Peter Our Gospel passage today is taken from the twenty 
first chapter of St John’s Gospel, and there is something special 
about the position of this chapter in the structure of the Gospel. The 
previous chapter, chapter twenty, would appear to have been the 
original conclusion to the Gospel because the final two verses of that 
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chapter constitute an evident conclusion, summing up the purpose of 
the Gospel. But then a new chapter begins almost as an addition or 
afterthought and this time it is primarily about Jesus and Simon 
Peter, with John the beloved disciple getting a mention. The chapter 
appears to be a flashback that is meant to throw light especially on 
the subsequent role of Simon Peter in the early Church. In its way it 
is a special chapter pointing beyond the resurrection to the life of the 
Church. So then, what do we see of Christ and Peter in this final 
chapter? It contains lessons for the whole Church, founded as it is 
upon the Apostles with Peter in their midst and at their head. To 
begin with, we see the evident and altogether special bond between 
Simon Peter and Christ. Throughout the Gospel, the author refers to 
John the brother of James as the beloved disciple, the one Jesus 
loved. That is to say, Christ showed special affection for John. But 
nowhere does John presume to describe himself as the one who loved 
Jesus — as if he was one who loved Jesus more than did the others. 
Rather, John was filled with the experience of the love of Jesus for 
him. What our chapter today suggests is that it was Peter who loved 
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Jesus more than the others, and that Jesus expected this of him 
because of his role in the Church. When the voice of Christ was 
heard from the shore, John recognized that it was the Lord, and said 
so. At this it was Simon Peter who jumped into the water and made 
his way ahead of the others in order to meet the risen Jesus. It 
suggests that he led them in his love for Jesus. 

On the shore, it was precisely this that Christ asked to be 
assured of. He said to Simon Peter, Simon son of John, do you truly 
love me more than do these others? He asked the question three 
times, perhaps gently alluding to Simon’s threefold denial during the 
Passion. Simon assured Christ, this time more humbly, that yes, 
“Lord, you know that I love you” (John 21:15-19). Simon 
understood that Christ was asking and expecting from him an 
exceptional personal love, and that he was giving him an exceptional 
mission among the Apostles and within the Church. He was to feed 
Christ’s lambs, and look after his sheep. He was to be the chief 
shepherd of Christ’s flock and his entire inspiration had to be a 
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personal love for the Good Shepherd who had laid down his life for 
the sheep. Three times Christ asked his question, and three times 
with increasing distress Simon assured Christ that he loved him. 
Peter would never have forgotten this pivotal conversation. In 
another of the Gospels, Simon is appointed by Christ to be the rock 
of his Church (Matthew 16). Simon is Peter the rock and on this 
rock Christ would build his Church. He would give to Peter the keys 
of the kingdom of heaven, empowering him to bind and loose with 
heaven’s authority. In the Gospel of St John we are provided with a 
different scene. This time the risen Jesus speaks to Simon and asks 
him to feed and care for his Church, intimating to him that his life of 
love for Jesus would be crowned with martyrdom. This role within 
the Church to which Christ appointed Peter is handed on to Peter’s 
successors generation after generation. The Pope is the visible rock 
of the Church, with responsibility to feed and tend the flock of 
Christ. All the successors of the Apostles are to serve Christ as 
Shepherds of the Church in communion with him. All are to love 



978 


Christ just as the successor of Peter is to love Christ, and Peter and 
his successors are to lead the way. 

Let us place ourselves on the shore of our Gospel scene and 
hear the words of Christ addressed to Simon Peter. In a different 
sense Christ addresses those words to every member of his Church. 
He says to each one of us by name, do you love me? Yes? Then 
tend my sheep. He wants us to serve our brothers and sisters with 
true Christian love, bringing them more than anything the love and 
knowledge of Christ. Let us take up our vocation in earnest. 
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Saturday of the Seventh Week of Eastertide 

Entrance Antiphon Acts 1:14 The disciples devoted themselves 
with one accord to prayer with the women, and Mary the Mother of 
Jesus, and his brethren, alleluia. 

Collect Grant, we pray, almighty God, that we, who have celebrated 
the paschal festivities, may by your gift hold fast to them in the way 
that we live our lives. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 28:16-20, 30-31; Psalm 11:4, 5 and 7; 
John 21:20-25 

Peter turned and saw that the disciple whom Jesus loved was 
following them. (This was the one who had leaned back on Jesus ’ 
chest at the supper and had said, Lord, who is going to betray you?) 


When Peter saw him, he asked, Lord, what about him? Jesus 
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answered, If I want him to remain alive until I return, what is that to 
you? You must follow me. Because of this, the rumour spread among 
the brothers that this disciple would not die. But Jesus did not say 
that he would not die; he only said, If I want him to remain cdive 
until I return, what is that to you? This is the disciple who testifies to 
these things and who wrote them down. We know that his testimony 
is true. There are many other things that Jesus did. If every one of 
them were written down, I suppose that even the whole world would 
not have room for the books that would be written. (John 21:20-25) 

The Beloved Disciple Our Gospel passage today is from a chapter 
that sets forth the relationship between Jesus and Peter. Jesus has 
appointed Peter to look after his sheep. He is to be the chief 
shepherd of Christ’s flock and will bear witness to Jesus until death, 
a death that Jesus hints will be martyrdom. He requires of Peter that 
he love him more than the others and the chapter obliquely suggests 
that indeed Peter does. Our passage today (John 21:20-25), ending 
the chapter, also refers to John the author of the Gospel, who 
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throughout the account is described as “the disciple Jesus loved.” It 
seems to have been manifest to the other disciples that Christ showed 
the young John special marks of friendship and understanding. From 
the fact that this is a kind of title for John in the Gospel, one suspects 
that this was known also in the infant Church. After all, at Calvary 
Christ entrusted his mother to John, and John to his mother and this 
too would have been widely known. But we read in the Gospels that 
Christ enjoyed special friendships with others too. For instance, we 
are told that Jesus “loved” Lazarus and his sisters Martha and Mary. 
We also remember how the rich young man, a man of excellent 
qualities, approached Jesus to ask him what he must do to gain 
eternal life. We are told that Jesus looked on him and “loved him.” 
How tragic it was that the young man walked away from Christ’s 
invitation! The reference in our passage today to “the disciple Jesus 
loved” brings us to the thought of the love of Christ. Christ loves all 
and he gave his life for all. St Paul writes with passion in one of his 
Letters that “Christ loved me and gave himself up for me!” The way 
our Lord shows his love for us varies from person to person, but 
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there is nothing more certain than that he does indeed love each of 
us. Consider what must have been the intimacy of friendship of 
Christ for Mary his holy mother and for his foster-father Joseph. But 
the Gospels do not describe at length the manifestations of this 
friendship. So too with us. We can be utterly assured that whatever 
life brings, the love of Christ for us is certain, whatever be its 
particular manifestations. Christ’s love for us is the rock of life. 

The foundation of the Christian life and indeed of any life is 
the love of God for us. It is the principle and the foundation. On this 
basis, on the basis of God’s special choice of each of us in Christ, we 
build the structure of our life’s path. Let us ask ourselves as we think 
of “the disciple Jesus loved”, what is the foundation of my life? That 
is, on what do I rely and on what do I build my plans and my hopes? 
I am following a path or dealing with what life is bringing. Well, 
what is the basis of all this? The basis ought be the love of God for 
me, and that love is revealed in Christ the Son of God and my 
Redeemer. A couple marry and resolve to make the basis of their 
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lives the love they have for one another and their promise of mutual 
fidelity. On that foundation they build their lives. The ultimate 
foundation of the life of the Christian is the love Christ has for him 
or her. The foundation of John’s life became the love Christ had for 
him and it is shown in his chosen title, “the disciple Jesus loved.” St 
Paul thought of his own life in the same terms. Christ loved me and 
gave himself up for me, he wrote. We, each of us, can do the same. 
We do not have to worry or wonder about the good fortune of this or 
that other disciple of Christ. We do not have to concern ourselves 
with the fact that this or that other disciple seems to have received 
more special and obvious marks of consideration from God. God 
loves me! All I need do, then, is follow Christ. We are told in our 
Gospel passage that, after being given his mission in life, Peter asked 
our Lord, what about him — the “beloved disciple”? Our Lord told 
him, in effect, to mind his own business. Leave that to me, the Lord. 
You, you just follow me! That is all we need to do. So cast aside all 
regrets and bitterness if there be any, put away all comparisons with 
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others and their lot, and be content in the love of Christ which is 
most surely yours, and day by day follow him. 

The only thing which ultimately we need in life is the love of 
Christ and his grace to respond to it. All else we should strive to be 
detached from. If other good things come our way then we ought be 
grateful, but if they do not and if indeed things are taken from us, 
well, let God so dispose. But the one thing we do have and which we 
must have is his personal love for us. It is this which we must grow 
in and we will grow in it if we follow Jesus, day by day. Let us pray 
for the grace to do this. Give me your love and your grace, O Lord! 
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Pentecost Sunday: Vigil Mass 

Entrance Antiphon Rom 5:5; cf. 8:11 The love of God has been 
poured into our hearts through the Spirit of God dwelling within us, 
alleluia. 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, who willed the Paschal Mystery 
to be encompassed as a sign in fifty days, grant that from out of the 
scattered nations the confusion of many tongues may be gathered by 
heavenly grace into one great confession of your name. Through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Or : Grant, we pray, almighty God, that the splendour of your glory 
may shine forth upon us and that, by the bright rays of the Holy 
Spirit, the light of your light may confirm the hearts of those born 
again by your grace. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 


ever and ever. 
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Scripture today : Ezekiel 37:1-14; Psalm 105; 

Romans 8: 22-27; John 7:37-39 

On the last and greatest day of the Feast, Jesus stood and said in a 
loud voice, If anyone is thirsty, let him come to me and drink. 
Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture has said, streams of living 
water will flow from within him. By this he meant the Spirit, whom 
those who believed in him were later to receive. Up to that time the 
Spirit had not been given, since Jesus had not yet been glorified. 
(John 7: 37-39) 

The Divine Spirit Let us imagine the scene of our Gospel. St John 
takes us back to an event in which our Lord promises the gift of the 
Holy Spirit to those who believe in him. It is the Least of 
Tabernacles, and Jesus has secretly come up from Galilee to 
Jerusalem (John 7: 10). Then suddenly he began teaching publicly in 
the Temple, and his doctrine, his mastery of the Scriptures and mode 
of address, amazed all (7:15). Despite the fact that he was virtually a 
wanted man (7:25), he spoke with the utmost boldness in the Temple 
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(7:26). In the Chapter, there are two occasions when our Lord is 
described as standing in the Temple and crying out ( ekraxen ), 
indicating the power and unflinching assurance with which he 
announced his message. The first is in chapter 7: 28, when he states 
before all that he was sent by the Father, whom they did not know. 
He was speaking in the tradition of the great prophets, with his own 
authority as one coming from God. While the leaders tried to take 
him, they could not, and “many believed in him” (7:31). He knew 
his death was looming on the horizon. Then comes the second 
occasion when he stood in the Temple and cried out. It was “on the 
last day, the great day of the Feast,” and “Jesus stood and cried out 
(ekraxen)” before the people. It indicates the solemnity of his 
message and the authority he had to proclaim it. His message is that 
he is the one who can slake mankind’s thirst. If a person is thirsty, 
let him come to him and drink. If a person believes in Jesus, the 
fountain from which he will drink will rise within him (John 7:37- 
39). St John tells us that this did not refer to what Jesus would do 
there and then. It referred to a future Gift, foreshadowed by the 
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many gifts of healing and light which Christ bestowed on people 
then. The future Gift would come when he was glorified, and which 
would begin to be given on the day our Lord rose from the dead. On 
the evening of that day he appeared to his disciples and conferred on 
them the Gift of the Holy Spirit. 

Our Lord promised this Gift of living water, and did so 
publicly. Let us contemplate what must have been the love and 
longing in our Lord’s heart in respect to the Holy Spirit. The Holy 
Spirit is not just some divine force or energy, the power with which 
God gets things done. He is a distinct Person, every bit a Person as is 
the Son or the Father. He is a divine Self who thinks and wills and 
works as the God he is. Just as the Son is other than the Father as a 
Person, so, as a Person, the Holy Spirit is other than both the Son and 
the Father. Inasmuch as the Son is the same being as the Father, he 
is absolutely equal to the Father. He is the one God, as much as the 
Father is the one God. Inasmuch as he is generated eternally by the 


Father, as Son he looks to the Father with love, reverence and 
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obedience. Thus he referred to the Father as greater than he. So too 
the Holy Spirit, inasmuch as he proceeds from the Father and the Son 
as their divine Spirit, looks to both Father and Son with love, 
reverence and a divine spirit of service. His mission is to take what 
is given to him from the Father and the Son and bring it to its full 
flourishing. He teaches the disciples what the Son has revealed to 
them, reminding them of all he has said. He guides them to all truth. 
Revealingly, our Lord tells us more of the dynamic, as we might 
express it, within the Holy Trinity. The Holy Spirit will not speak of 
himself. Whatever he hears, that is what he shall speak. He will 
glorify the Son, for he will receive from the Son and show it to the 
disciples. The Son looks to the Father and reveals what he has 
received from the Father, abasing himself before the Father to whom 
he is equal in being. So too the Holy Spirit looks to the Father and 
the Son, abasing himself before the Father and the Son to whom he is 
entirely equal in being. He makes known the Son and teaches what 
the Father has revealed in and through the Son. Humility 


characterises the life of God, and the love of each Person for the 



990 


other in the Holy Trinity is humble and serving. The love of Jesus 
for the Holy Spirit, the Gift he refers to in our passage today, is 
ineffable and indescribable, as is the love of the Holy Spirit for Jesus 
and the Father. 

Let us hear in our hearts the words of Jesus Christ uttered 
with such power and solemnity in the Temple on the great day of the 
Feast. He is referring to the greatest Gift he will give, the gift of the 
Spirit whom he so loves. The holy Spirit, so mighty and powerful, is 
humble and serving of the Son who gives to him what he is to 
announce to the disciples. The Spirit is self-effacing before the 
Father and the Son, and serves them with infinite love - while being 
equal to them for he is the same divine being. He glorifies the Son 
and makes possible the fruit issuing from his mission. The divine 
Spirit is loveable beyond all possible description. Let us learn to 
love the Holy Spirit, then, as does the Father and the Son. 


7b»©<»dv 





991 


Pentecost Sunday: Mass During the Day 

Entrance Antiphon Wisdom 1:7 The Spirit of the Lord has filled the 
whole world and that which contains all things understands what is 
said, alleluia. 

Or : Romans 5:5; cf. 8:11 The love of God has been poured into our 
hearts through the Spirit of God dwelling within us, alleluia. 

Collect O God, who by the mystery of today’s great feast sanctify 
your whole Church in every people and nation, pour out, we pray, the 
gifts of the Holy Spirit across the face of the earth and, with the 
divine grace that was at work when the Gospel was first proclaimed, 
fill now once more the hearts of believers. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 2:1-11; Psalm 104:1, 24, 29-30, 31, 34; 


1 Corinthians 12:3b-7, 12-13, 


John 20:19-23 
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On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples were 
together, with the doors locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and 
stood among them and said, Peace be with you! After he said this, he 
showed them his hands and side. The disciples were overjoyed when 
they saw the Lord. Again Jesus said, Peace be with you! As the 
Father has sent me, 1 am sending you. And with that he breathed on 
them and said, Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive anyone his 
sins, they are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are not 
forgiven. (John 20:19-23) 

The Holy Spirit and the Church I remember watching a 
television series on the life of Christ and it was interspersed with 
commentary by various New Testament and patristic scholars. I was 
struck by how many regarded Jesus as beginning a “movement.” That 
is how they referred to the early Church. It was a mere movement. I 
suppose those who thought of the work of Christ in this way 
considered the plethora of Christian bodies that characterize 
Christianity as the natural upshot of what must have been no more 
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than an early “movement” emanating from the work of Jesus Christ. 
It was a movement of faith and ideas, and various individuals struck 
out in different directions from the original impulse according as 
they felt called. But that is all wrong. Christ founded his Church. It 
had a definite structure. It was a new beginning of the people of 
God, building on the old. It had its twelve patriarchs, who were the 
Twelve Apostles referred to in the Gospels as the Twelve. One 
among them was appointed by Christ to be the visible rock of the 
entire edifice and to whom he gave the keys to the Kingdom of 
Heaven. He had the authority to bind and to loose and what he 
determined would be ratified in heaven. That person was Simon, 
whom Christ renamed Peter, the Rock. The Twelve together were 
the foundation stones. Christ had said he would build his Church and 
the gates of Hell would not prevail against it. Well now, when did 
Christ’s Church as such come into being? When was it bom? 
During his public ministry Christ had around him the Twelve whom 
repeatedly he sent out to preach and to work miracles, and so to 
prepare for his coming. He had various disciples, many of whom 
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were also sent out. Was the Church as such yet born ? No. It was 
being formed but it needed a decisive element to give it life and 
power, and that was the promised Spirit. Once they had received the 
Spirit Christ’s disciples would be in him and he in them. He would 
be their head and they would be his members sharing in his life, and 
that, by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

Today we celebrate the feast of Pentecost. It is the day we 
celebrate Christ’s gift of the Holy Spirit to the Church, bringing her 
to birth. St Luke in his Acts of the Apostles informs us that Christ 
directed his disciples not to leave Jerusalem but to await the 
promised Spirit. With this they would receive power and they would 
witness to Jesus to the ends of the earth. That is to say, things would 
begin then. All this happened at Pentecost. But in his Gospel, John 
tells us something that Luke had not mentioned - and provides a 
different way of looking at things. He tells us that on rising from the 
dead, Jesus told Mary Magdalene that he was ascending to his 
Father: “Go and find the brothers, and tell them: I am ascending to 
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my Father and your Father..'" (John 20:17). Then as we read in our 
passage today, that very evening he gave to the Apostles (the Eleven) 
the gift of the Holy Spirit. It seems that in John’s account, Christ 
ascended to the Father on the day he rose from the dead and on that 
very day he returned to give a portion of the great gift to the Eleven 
who would be the foundation. The great gift of the Holy Spirit came 
from the Father and the Son, and with that gift to the Apostles the 
Church began to be bom, starting with the Eleven. In this gift Christ 
endowed his Apostles with a share in his mission and in his divine 
power to forgive sins (John 20:19-23). It was the first instalment of 
the Holy Spirit to the Church, given in the first instance to the 
foundation stones. Soon, which is to say after our Lord’s final 
ascension to the Father after being witnessed by many more of his 
disciples, there would be the full gift of the Spirit given not only to 
the Apostles but to the entire infant Church as well. This occurred at 
Pentecost (as in the Acts), and at that, the Church began to act with 
power. Its birth was complete. The Apostles and the disciples with 
Mary the mother of Jesus in their midst, came alive as a body led by 



996 


their unseen Head. The Church began to witness to the truth of Jesus 
with power and remarkable effect. Today we think of the gift of the 
Holy Spirit and the gift of the Church that came into being as a result 
of the action of the Spirit. The Church is Christ’s creation, his body. 
By means of his Church he is brought to the world, and all of this by 
the power of the Holy Spirit. 

Today we ought say with special devotion that part of the 
Creed in which the Christian professes to believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the Holy Catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness 
of sins and life everlasting. All of this we think of when we think of 
Pentecost. From the Church we have received the gift of the Spirit 
and that Spirit grows within us through the Church’s ministry of the 
Word and the Sacraments. Let us then live fully in the Church and 
fully in the Spirit, for in this way we shall live fully in Christ. 

Further reading : The Catechism of the Catholic Church , no.731-741 
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The Solemnity of the Most Holy Trinity 

(Sunday after Pentecost) 

Entrance Antiphon Blest be God the Father, and the Only 

Begotten Son of God, and also the Holy Spirit, for he has shown us 
his merciful love. 

Collect God our Father, who by sending into the world the Word 
of truth and the Spirit of sanctification made known to the human 
race your wondrous mystery, grant us, we pray, that in professing the 
true faith, we may acknowledge the Trinity of eternal glory and 
adore your Unity, powerful in majesty. Through our Ford Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Exodus 34:4b-6, 8-9; Daniel 3:52-56; 


2 Corinthians 13:11-13; John 3:16-18 
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For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that 
whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. For 
God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to 
save the world through him. Whoever believes in him is not 
condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned already 
because he has not believed in the name of God's one and only Son. 
(John 3:16-18) 

The Blessed Trinity When we think of the long history of man 
and his numerous and varied religions, it is an extraordinary thing 
that monotheism, the worship of one only God, is so widespread in 
the modem world. Consider the polytheistic religions of classical 
Greece and Rome, or the religions of the invading barbarians of the 
Dark Ages, or the religions of indigenous peoples. They are but 
samples that come immediately to mind. Though there is a serious 
view that some instances of apparent polytheism (say, African 
traditional religion and Indian Hinduism) are really forms of an 
obscure and implicit monotheism, there is surely no doubt that 
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polytheism, the worship of many supernatural beings, has been more 
characteristic of the religions of man. For this widespread 
monotheism we have to thank not a developing philosophical thought 
or a more cultivated religious instinct among the peoples, but the 
influence of Judaeo-Christian revelation and doctrine. Judaism, and 
more especially Christianity, have taught the world that there is only 
one God, the Creator, a point made by Blessed John Henry Newman 
in his novel, Callista: A Sketch of the Third Century (p.18. Universe 
Book). Coming with his own religious experience, Mahomet drew 
on this firm Judaeo-Christian testimony and made it his own. And so 
Islam has taught that there is no god but God, with the proviso that 
this one God is the God whose messenger is Mahomet. Of course, 
with that proviso and all that follows from it, Islam marked itself off 
from Christianity and Judaism as a profoundly distinct religion. 
Nevertheless, it too has contributed to the world-wide acceptance 
that there is but one God, and that all that exists depends on him. But 
now, among the many things that distinguish the Christian religion 
from all others is the absolutely central doctrine that this one God is 
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not just one divine person, as in both Judaism and Islam. Let it be 
remembered that the Old Testament does not formally, explicitly and 
positively teach that God is only one Person. Rather, it teaches that 
there is only one God (who is personal) and that this one living God 
revealed himself to his chosen people and prepared them for the 
Messiah who was to come. But a stupendous revelation awaited all. 
The Messiah revealed himself as God’s only-begotten divine Son. 
Then the Father and the Son together sent the Holy Spirit, a third 
Person. Thus it was that in the revelation granted by Jesus Christ, 
God has revealed himself to be one God in three divine Persons. 

It is understood by all that the man Jesus Christ is the centre 
and object of the Christian religion, because he is God. That 
historical man is divine. He is the incarnate God, the Word made 
flesh, and in his humanity he died for the world so that all mankind 
might find life in him. Now, in respect to God we might say there 
are two questions: What is God? and, Who is God? If these two 
questions are taken as being distinct and not merely synonymous, 
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then the first is a question about God’s nature and asks for what we 
might call a definition of him. Let us not deal with that here. The 
second question, while interested in a definition, primarily asks that 
God be identified as a person. So in answer to the question, Who is 
God, the Christian states that the one and only God is Jesus, for he is 
the Son of God and equal to the Father. But immediately the 
Christian must state that the one and only God is also the Father - the 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. Indeed, Jesus is the image and 
revelation of God the Father. Jesus himself said that he who sees me 
sees the Father. He also said that no one comes to the Father except 
through me. He referred to the Father as “my God and your God”, 
“my Father and your Father.” Who, then, is God? While God is 
Jesus, the same one and only God is his Father. So then, the one and 
only God is the Father and he is also Jesus his Son, who is a distinct 
divine person from the Father, become man. But there is more still 
to this great mystery. Having completed his redeeming work on 
earth, Christ our Redeemer and our God ascended to the right hand 
of his heavenly Father. Who is the one God? The one God is the 



1004 


Father and the Son. But then both the Father and the Son sent the 
Holy Spirit, and this divine Spirit was revealed as a Person, just as 
much a distinct divine Person as is the Father and as is the Son. So 
the one God is also the Holy Spirit, who revealed himself on 
various occasions such as at Pentecost. These three divine persons 
are distinct as Persons, all possessing the one divine nature - that is, 
each is fully the one and only God. There are three divine Persons in 
one God. As our Gospel passage today (John 3:16-18) makes clear, 
it was the Father who sent the Son, and as is shown in the New 
Testament and confirmed by the Church’s teaching, the Father and 
the Son sent the Holy Spirit to vivify, sustain and sanctify the 
Church. The three divine persons in the one God are all involved in 
our salvation. They revealed themselves to us in order to save us. 

The Father is the ultimate principle of the Godhead and from 
all eternity he generates his only Son who is the divine Being that he, 
the Father, is. The Son is equal to the Father for he is God and, as 
the Son, he loves and honours the Father as his Father. The Holy 
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Spirit proceeds as a third and distinct divine person from both Father 
and Son as their spirit and life. He unites the Father and the Son in 
their embrace of love. He is the Lord God, as is the Father and as is 
the Son, and is equally to be adored and glorified. The wondrous 
thing is that by our baptism we have been placed in them, and they in 
us by the gift of a share in their divine life. By our baptism they 
dwell within us to sanctify us. Let us do all things in the name of 
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Further Reading : The Catechism of the Catholic Church , no. 1077- 
1083 (Liturgy work of the Trinity) 
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The Body and Blood of Christ (Corpus Christi) 

(Second Sunday after Pentecost) 

Entrance Antiphon : Cf. Ps 81 (80): 17 He fed them with the finest 
wheat and satisfied them with honey from the rock. 

Collect : O God, who in this wonderful Sacrament have left us a 

memorial of your Passion, grant us, we pray, so to revere the sacred 
mysteries of your Body and Blood that we may always experience in 
ourselves the fruits of your redemption. Who live and reign with God 
the Father in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Deuteron. 8:2-3, 14b-16a; Ps. 147:12-15, 19-20; 

1 Corinthians 10:16-17; John 6:51-58 

Jesus said to the Jewish crowds: I am the living bread that came 
down from heaven. If anyone eats of this bread, he will live for ever. 
This bread is my flesh, which 1 will give for the life of the world. 
Then the Jews began to argue sharply among themselves, How can 
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this man give us his flesh to eat? Jesus said to them, I tell you the 
truth, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood, 
you have no life in you. Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood 
has eternal life, and I will raise him up at the last day. For my flesh 
is real food and my blood is real drink. Whoever eats my flesh and 
drinks my blood remains in me, and I in him. Just as the living 
Father sent me and I live because of the Father, so the one who feeds 
on me will live because of me. This is the bread that came down 
from heaven. Your forefathers ate manna and died, but he who feeds 
on this bread will live for ever. (John 6:51-58) 

The Eucharist If the average person thinks of the Catholic 
religion there will naturally come to his mind certain distinctive 
religious beliefs and practices. Conversely, if those beliefs and 
practices are mentioned, it is Catholicism which will come to mind. 
It might be, say, papal authority. If one thinks of Catholicism, many 
would think of the Pope, and conversely if one thinks of the Pope, 
one thinks of Catholicism. There are other things that are associated 
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with the Catholic religion while not being exclusive to it. For 
instance, many would think of the Catholic Church when they think 
of opposition to abortion, even though this opposition is not 
exclusive to Catholic teaching for it is founded on the natural law. 
Now, one religious doctrine which is profoundly characteristic of the 
Catholic religion is the doctrine of the Holy Eucharist. The Holy 
Eucharist is at the very centre of Catholicism and of a truly Catholic 
life. Catholicism would regard as unthinkable that it lack the Holy 
Eucharist and it views the Eucharist as Christ’s greatest gift to his 
Church. It sees as one of the tragedies of the Protestant Reformation 
that so many lost the true Eucharist in the process. I remember one 
very successful ecumenical conference which brought together 
Catholic and Anglican clergy. The Catholic bishop explained how in 
Catholic belief the Eucharist is the summit and the source of the 
Christian life. The Anglican bishop in turn explained that, as he saw 
it, in Anglicanism the word of God is at the summit. Some 
Anglicans themselves may disagree with that bishop, but all would 
know that the Eucharist is at the heart of the Catholic religion. There 



1009 


is no question about that. A deeply Catholic person is rooted in the 
Eucharist. A principal reason for being a Catholic is to possess and 
receive from the Church the ineffable gift of the Holy Eucharist 
accompanied, of course, by the word of God as preached and taught 
by the Church, together with the other Sacraments. 

What then is this treasure which the Church and every 
authentic Catholic kn ows to be the greatest of God’s gifts? The 
Eucharist is none other than the entire person of Jesus Christ himself, 
Christ in his whole humanity and in his entire divinity. The 
Eucharist is the entire living person of the risen Jesus. Just as 
Christ’s humanity veiled his divinity, so in the Holy Eucharist 
Christ’s divinity and his humanity too are veiled in the appearances 
of bread and wine. At Mass the priest repeats the words which Jesus 
uttered at the Last Supper when he changed the bread into his body 
and the wine into his blood, and by the power of the Holy Spirit the 
effect of those words at Mass is the same as it was then. In memory 
of Jesus the priest does what Jesus then did and it is Jesus in him who 
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is doing the work. The priest acts in the person of Jesus and Jesus 
acts in him. It is no mere symbolic action. The reality of bread 
becomes the reality of Christ’s body and the reality of the wine 
becomes the reality of Christ’s blood. All that remains are the 
appearances that were there prior to this change of substance. While 
it continues to look and feel and taste like bread and wine, its reality 
is now utterly different. It is now simply and only Christ himself, 
just as it was when Christ did this at the Last Supper. But there is 
more to the Eucharist than the presence of Christ in his entire reality. 
Christ also makes present his one and only sacrifice of himself at 
Calvary. He is present precisely as sacrificed, in the same act of self¬ 
offering for mankind made on the cross. While this unique sacrifice 
was done but once and its effect was the redemption of mankind, it is 
made present at Mass but of course under different circumstances 
and appearances. How so? We do not know. We cannot explain 
this divine action. It is the mystery of our faith, but it means that we 
who are baptised are able to truly unite ourselves to Christ in his 
sacrifice of himself to the Father on our behalf. Or to put it better, it 
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is Christ who unites us to himself and this occurs most especially in 
Holy Communion. 

There is nothing like it on earth. If only we could reali z e this! 
St Paul writes that in Christ is present every heavenly blessing. The 
abiding temptation, even of those who accept this doctrine of 
Scripture and the Church, is to ignore or forget it, perhaps because 
we do not see the physical form of Christ in the Eucharist. We must 
learn to believe Christ’s word precisely because it is his word. Our 
Gospel today is one example of it and it is constantly spelt out by the 
Church in her doctrine. As Christ is our life, so the Eucharist is our 
life because the Eucharist is Christ among us in all his human and 
divine reality. What a gift this is, so let us not pass it by! 

Further reading : The Catechism of the Catholic Church, no. 1383- 
1389 (The Eucharist as paschal meal) 
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Solemnity of the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus 

(Friday following the Second Sunday after Pentecost) 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 33 (32): 11,19 The designs of his Heart are 
from age to age, to rescue their souls from death, and to keep them 
alive in famine. 

Collect Grant, we pray, almighty God, that we, who glory in the 
Heart of your beloved Son and recall the wonders of his love for us, 
may be made worthy to receive an overflowing measure of grace 
from that fount of heavenly gifts. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Or: 

O God, who in the Heart of your Son, wounded by our sins, bestow 
on us in mercy the boundless treasures of your love, grant, we pray, 
that, in paying him the homage of our devotion, we may also offer 
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worthy reparation. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Deuteronomy 7:6-11; Psalm 103:1-4, 6-8, 10; 

1 John 4:7-16; Matthew 11:25-30 

At that time Jesus said, I praise you, Father, Lord of heaven and 
earth, because you have hidden these things from the wise and 
learned, and revealed them to little children. Yes, Father, for this 
was your good pleasure. All things have been committed to me by 
my Father. No-one knows the Son except the Father, and no-one 
knows the Father except the Son and those to whom the Son chooses 
to reveal him. Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, 
and l will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, 
for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your 
souls. For my yoke is easy and my burden is light. (Matthew 11:25- 


30 ) 
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Our Treasure Once again as in so many passages of the Gospels, 
Christ shows his consciousness of being the fullness of the Godhead, 
just as his heavenly Father is the fullness of the Godhead. It is a 
stupendous mystery and it is accessible only by faith in his person 
and word. “A// things have been committed’' to him by his heavenly 
Father, he tells his disciples in our passage from Matthew today. In 
the Gospel of St John (17: 10) our Lord prays to his heavenly Father 
saying that “all I have is yours and cdl you have is mine." That is to 
say, there is a full sharing of everything between the Father and the 
Son, meaning above all that the entire divine being that is the Father 
is the same one divine being that is the Son. All that the Father is 
and has, is to be found in the Son as well. In our Gospel today our 
Lord tells his disciples that the Father has entrusted the world and all 
things to him, and of course the purpose of this is that he, Christ, will 
make God reign in all. The Kingdom of God is the lordship of God 
everywhere and in all hearts and this is effected by bringing all into 
union with Jesus. It is as simple and as difficult as that. Christ is at 
the heart of the universe and his mission is to connect everything to 
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himself. He is its entire linchpin and on him depends everything. It 
is said that Einstein strove to find a mathematical and physical 
formula that would express the heart and law of the universe. He 
failed. It reminds me of one thing that John Henry Newman of 
nineteenth century England wrote in his Philosophical Notebook. He 
was in the process of writing his great book, the Grammar of Assent, 
and had begun to study the German philosophers of the day. He 
gave them up saying that they appeared to attempt to reduce reality 
and the universe to one principle. Such, he said, was impossible. 
However, there is one great Reality which is indeed at the heart of 
the universe and on which all of created reality depends, and 
Newman would be the first to proclaim it. I am referring to Jesus. 

At the Last Supper, again in the Gospel of St John, our Lord 
in his prayer to his heavenly Father says that eternal life is this, to 
know you Father and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. In our 
Gospel today it is clear that this coming to know Jesus is God’s gift. 
“ No-one knows the Son except the Father, and no-one knows the 
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Father except the Son and those to whom the Son chooses to reveal 
him.” The appreciation and understanding of the mystery of Jesus is 
not just the result of natural wisdom and gifts. God reveals this to 
the well-disposed and to the humble who choose to come to Jesus. 
And so our Lord gives thanks and praise to his heavenly Father for 
revealing these things to the lowly. “7 praise you, Father, Lord of 
heaven and earth,” our Lord says, “ because you have hidden these 
things from the wise and learned, and revealed them to little 
children. Yes, Father, for this was your good pleasure.” It is a 
similar prayer to that uttered by Mary in her Magnificat in the Gospel 
of St Luke when she was greeted by Elizabeth. The Almighty looks 
on his lowly handmaid. He has exalted the lowly and the hungry he 
has filled with good things, she proclaims. Now, the greatest of 
“good things” is the knowledge of Christ, and to know Christ is to 
know the Father too. Moreover, in coming to Jesus and in attaining 
the knowledge of him, we are attaining that true peace of heart for 
which we were created. Our Lord invites his disciples with these 
heart-wanning words: “ Come to me, all you who are weary and 
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burdened, and I wdl give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn 
from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest 
for your souls. For my yoke is easy and my burden is light ” 
(Matthew 11:25-30). Whatever be our problems and difficulties, if 
we have Christ and if we choose to follow his way, then our lives 
will be anchored in his peace. 

Let us understand that in Christ is found every heavenly 
blessing. The world and the happiness of man depend on him. But 
to appreciate this we need to be enlightened by the grace of God. So 
let us ask for the grace to perceive that our true treasure lies in 
knowing Jesus, and appreciating this, let us come to him knowing 
that peace and joy will be ours if he lives in us and we in him. 
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The Baptism of the Lord (First Sunday of Ordinary Time) 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Mt 3: 16-17 After the Lord was baptized, 
the heavens were opened, and the Spirit descended upon him like a 
dove, and the voice of the Father thundered: This is my beloved Son, 
with whom I am well pleased. 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, who, when Christ had been 
baptized in the River Jordan and as the Holy Spirit descended upon 
him, solemnly declared him your beloved Son, grant that your 
children by adoption, reborn of water and the Holy Spirit, may 
always be well pleasing to you. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your 
Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

Or : O God, whose Only Begotten Son has appeared in our very 

flesh, grant, we pray, that we may be inwardly transformed through 
him whom we recognize as outwardly like ourselves. Who lives and 
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reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. 

Scripture today : Isaiah 42: 1-4.6-7; Psalm 29; 

Acts: 10:34-38; Matthew 3:13-17 

Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to be baptized by John. But 
John resisted him, saying “I ought to be baptized by you, and you 
come to me? ” Jesus answered him, “Allow it to be so for now. For it 
is fitting that we fulfil all that is right. ” Then he consented. Jesus 
being baptized immediately came out of the water, and lo, the 
heavens were opened to him. He saw the Spirit of God descending 
as a dove and coming upon him. And a voice from heaven, saying 
“This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased. ” 
(Matthew 3:13-17) 

Baptism I once met a scholar of the Mandaean religion, a religion 
which gives to John the Baptist a very high status as a prophet. I 
think one could say that the Mandaeans give to John the Baptist the 
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status which Islam gives to Mahomet. That is to say, he is the 
supreme prophet of God’s revelation to his people. Of course, from 
the Christian perspective the Mandaeans in their special veneration 
of John the Baptist are much nearer the truth than Islam, although the 
Christian goes on to say that the Mandaeans have completely 
misunderstood John the Baptist. The Mandaean scholar I referred to 
— himself a Mandaean — was a very well educated man, having 
reached the end of his second Ph.D when I met him. Years later I 
met him again and he had completed a third Ph.D on the Mandaean 
religion. I have not studied the history of the Mandaean religion but 
it does remind us of the very great impact of John the Baptist. We 
read in the Acts of the Apostles of Paul meeting various groups of 
disciples of John during his travels. The Gospels provide us with 
important information about him. He was indeed a great prophet, 
and Christ said of him that no one born of woman was greater than 
he — but, he added, the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater 
still. That is to say, however exalted might be the Covenant of 
Abraham and Moses as represented by John its greatest prophet, 
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much more exalted still is Covenant and Kingdom established by 
Christ as represented by even the least of its children. John pointed 
to what was coming and testified that it was far greater than the 
blessings he enjoyed and represented. He was directing the attention 
of the people and his disciples to the Messiah. Today, the feast of 
the baptism of our Lord, we think of the public appearance of the 
Messiah and the revelation of him by the Father and the Holy Spirit. 
It occurred at his baptism by John in the river Jordan (Matthew 
3:13-17). In honouring the baptism of John by his own participation 
in it, our Lord was pointing to its fulfilment in the baptism he would 
administer. He is the centrepiece of the scene. He, the Son, is the 
gift of both the Father and the Holy Spirit. His reception of John’s 
baptism points to our reception of Christ’s baptism. 

Scattered throughout the New Testament are repeated 
references to the critical importance of baptism into Christ. John the 
Baptist himself predicted that while he baptized with water the 
Messiah who was already in their midst would baptize with the Holy 
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Spirit and with fire. In the Gospel of St John, our Lord tells 
Nicodemus that one cannot enter the Kingdom of Heaven unless one 
is bom again of water and the Spirit. Just before he ascended into 
heaven our Lord charged his disciples to go to the whole world and 
make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. As St Paul writes, at 
our baptism we are immersed in Christ and in particular into his 
death and we emerge from that divine washing sharing in Christ’s 
risen life. By that simple rite, provided it is performed as the Church 
directs and with the Church’s intention, immense blessings come to 
the soul. The presence and the guilt of sin is taken away and the soul 
is embedded in Christ, spotless in a resplendent sinlessness. We 
become members of his body the Church and his divine life pulses 
thenceforth through our souls. But the tendency to sin remains, 
though the soul is endowed with gifts of grace to resist it. A great 
battle of repeated falling and rising lies ahead if the soul is to grow in 
Christ and attain the holiness intended by God. But the means of 
grace are at hand in the life of the Church, especially in the 
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Sacraments and the ministry of the word. The feast of our Lord’s 
Baptism when Christ identified with sinful man reminds us of our 
own baptism when we received the blessings won for us by Christ. 
We became children of God and members of his family the Church, 
that Church founded on the Apostles with Peter at their head. Our 
souls became filled with grace and we were placed in Christ. We 
entered into him and he in us. Though unseen and unheard, the 
Father said of each of us, this is my beloved son, adopted by grace. 
The Holy Spirit came and rested upon us. We received our vocation 
to become holy in Christ. 

The baptism of Christ by John in the river Jordan symbolized 
the sinless Christ’s oneness with sinful humanity. He became one 
with us as the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. 
For the individual, that sin is taken away in the first instance at 
Christian baptism. The Christian is empowered then and there to 
take the fight to the enemy by renouncing sin and continuing that 
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renunciation daily. Let us bring the work to completion by making 
personal holiness in Christ the grand project of our daily life. 

Further reading : The Catechism of the Catholic Church , no. 1217- 
1228 (Baptism) 
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Monday of the First Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Upon a lofty throne, I saw a man seated, whom 
a host of angels adore, singing in unison: Behold him, the name of 
whose empire is eternal. 

Collect Attend to the pleas of your people with heavenly care, O 
Lord, we pray, that they may see what must be done and gain 
strength to do what they have seen. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Hebrews 1:1-6; Psalm 96; Mark 1:14-20 

When John was imprisoned, Jesus went into Galilee preaching the 
gospel of the kingdom of God, saying: “The time is accomplished, 
and the kingdom of God is at hand. Repent, and believe the Good 
News. ” Passing by the sea of Galilee he saw Simon and Andrew his 
brother, casting nets into the sea (for they were fishermen). Jesus 



1026 


said to them: “Come after me, and I will make you fishers of men. ” 
Immediately leaving their nets they followed him. Going on from 
there a little, he saw James the son of Zebedee and John his brother 
who also were mending their nets in the boat. Immediately he called 
them, and leaving their father Zebedee in the boat with his hired 
men, they followed him. (Mark 1:14-20) 

The Person of Jesus Decades ago in Australia there was no 
thought of the study of religion being included in the final civil 
examinations of High School. As I recall there was very little 
opportunity to study for academic degrees in religion at University 
level either. All that has changed. Studies in Religion is widely 
taken at Secondary level and, at least in New South Wales, a great 
number of students include it among their Higher School Certificate 
subjects. Very many do studies in religion at University. Now, in 
general, state Secondary and University studies in religion are studies 
in comparative religion and in the religions of academic interest to 
the particular faculty. For the Christian student this offers positive 
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opportunities and certain hazards. On the negative side the student 
can gradually form the view that there is no objective falsehood in 
religion. A religion is true and interesting depending on its utility or 
its appeal to preferences. Its utility or its attraction will constitute its 
validity. That is to say, truth in religion is set aside as a subjective, 
peripheral, or even an issue impossible to resolve. On the positive 
side, for the Christian student the comparative study of religion 
offers the chance to appreciate the ways of God in drawing the 
nations nearer to himself. It also can illustrate the distinctiveness of 
the religion revealed by Christ. The person of Christ can stand out 
the more when he is placed in the context of the religions and 
thought systems of man. Our Gospel passage today recording the 
beginning of our Lord’s public ministry can be appreciated the more 
when we think of other leaders of thought and religious life. No 
other prophet had announced that God’s own Kingdom was near at 
hand , with one exception - John the Baptist, whose message was a 
preparation for what Christ would announce. He pointed to the 
person of Jesus. The other prophets pointed vaguely to a future 
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Messiah and Kingdom. Christ announced its present arrival: “ The 
time has arrived. The kingdom of God is at hand. Repent, and 
believe the Good News.'’’’ 

But more is suggested in our Gospel passage (Mark 1:14-20). 
Our Lord announces the arrival of the Kingdom and calls to himself 
certain disciples. He goes to them and asks that they follow him. It 
was to be a very personal following and not just an acceptance of his 
doctrine — essential though that too would be. Typically a great 
religious leader or thinker simply finds his disciples and students 
gathering around him and they proceed to study and listen to his 
doctrine. But the object of Christian discipleship is above all the 
following of a Person. He is the object of their quest and their heart 
rests not simply in his doctrine but above all in him. It is because of 
their faith and hope in him and their love for him that they accept 
wholeheartedly his doctrine. Christ calls his disciples not just to be 
his students, but his personal friends. It is a one-to-one relationship 
with Jesus, but as a community — which is to say, in his Church. 
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The Christian life is not just the mastery of Christ’s system of 
thought and then passing it on to others who enter the school. It is a 
life of love for him leading to a personal following of him and, 
indeed, to an abandonment of all that interferes with this personal 
following. “Come after me,” Christ says to each of us. Enter into 
my company and friendship, and as my friend, embrace and live 
according to my doctrine which sets forth what I shall do for you and 
for all. Total belief in what I teach, even to the point of martyrdom, 
will flow from faith in and love for me and sharing my life. 
Moreover, part and parcel of sharing my life will be seeking to draw 
others into my company, which is the Church. I will help you 
become fishers of men so that they too will become my friends. This 
personal friendship with Jesus which is at the heart of the Christian 
religion is the result not simply of our personal decision, but it has its 
roots in Christ’s choice of me and of us. He chose us to be his 
friends. The Christian life consists in a total response to this 
invitation. The great Christian is one who, like these first Apostles, 


becomes totally attached to Christ. 
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Every day we ought to strive to hear anew the invitation 
Christ has extended to us. He says to each of us, “Follow me, and I 
will make you a fisher of men.” He has chosen each baptized person 
to be his personal friend and on the basis of that friendship, a 
friendship with the Son of God made man, we accept and embrace 
his teaching as it comes to us in Scriptures and in the teaching of the 
Church he founded. Let us every day renew this personal foundation 
of our Christian life. 
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Tuesday of the First Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Upon a lofty throne, I saw a man seated, whom 
a host of angels adore, singing in unison: Behold him, the name of 
whose empire is eternal. 

Collect Attend to the pleas of your people with heavenly care, O 
Lord, we pray, that they may see what must be done and gain 
strength to do what they have seen. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Hebrews 2:5-12; Psalm 8; Mark 1:21-28 

They entered Capharnaum and immediately going into the 
synagogue on the Sabbath day Jesus began to teach. They were 
astonished at his doctrine, for he taught them as one having 
authority and not like the scribes. Now there was in their synagogue 
a man with an unclean spirit and he cried out, “What have we to do 
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with you, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? 1 know 
who you are, the Holy One of God. " Jesus threatened him, saying: 
“Speak no more, and go out of the man. ” The unclean spirit 
convulsed him, and crying out with a loud voice went out of him. 
They were cdl amazed and they questioned among themselves, 
saying: “What is this? What is this new doctrine? With authority he 
commands even the unclean spirits and they obey him. ” And his fame 
spread immediately throughout cdl of Galilee. (Mark 1: 21-28) 

Christ in the Church There are two things we notice about the 
activity of our Lord as reported in our Gospel passage today. Firstly, 
we see that he teaches. There are countless forms of wonderful 
service that the stream of mankind is engaged in, and the Son of God 
made man could have come to serve man in any one of them. For 
the years of his hidden life our Lord served as a carpenter-builder, 
but once his public mission began, his work was to teach, to teach 
and preach the word of God as the Prophet long foretold. Let us 
notice that his distinguishing characteristic precisely as a teacher in 
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the eyes of the people was his authority. His authority as a teacher 
appeared to be supreme. While other rabbis and scribes quoted 
authorities and supporting opinions, Jesus deferred to no one. Even 
in that most sacred and defining institution, the Sabbath Day, Christ 
interpreted its practice as would one with an independent authority. 
He was Lord of the Sabbath , he said. John the Baptist, even before 
our Lord had so much as begun his ministry and before he had 
something of a record to his credit, had said that he himself was not 
worthy even to undo his sandal straps. We read in the Gospels how 
if any of the leaders of the people chose to challenge him they were 
effortlessly worsted in debate. He silenced them all, to the extent 
that finally no one, we read in the Gospels, dared to question him 
further. Indeed, if we think of the broad sweep of human history it 
would be difficult to think of any other individual who claimed and 
exercised such authority to teach as did Jesus. It provoked a 
tremendous jealousy among the leaders of the people, which even 
Pilate could see when they brought Christ before him. But there is a 
second feature of Christ’s ministry which our passage today 
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highlights. It is his sheer power. I do no mean a power over others 
derived from political or sociological influence. I mean his power 
over nature and over the supernatural. He effortlessly dominated and 
silenced the unseen demons. Whence came the power? It was innate 
to him because of his divine nature. He was God. 

But now, the wonderful thing is that this same Jesus lives still 
in his entire reality and he continues to teach and to exercise the 
power he manifested then. Take any teacher of the past, any great 
religious founder, any philosopher or theorist. He is dead, and it is 
his teaching that lives on in the minds of those who choose to study 
his thought and writings. But Christ is not dead. He is alive, and 
alive not just in his spirit but in his entire spiritual and bodily reality 
— but of course unseen. Christ rose from the dead and lives now. 
But where is he? Where can he be located and reached? Where does 
he continue to act just as he acted in our Gospel passage today? His 
abode is the Church he founded. His House, his Temple, his body is 
the Church he founded on Peter. “You are Peter,” he solemnly said 
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to Simon, “and on this rock I will build my Church. The gates of hell 
will not prevail against it. I give to you the keys of the Kingdom of 
Heaven and whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven .” 
The Christ of the Gospels abides in his Church, and the Church’s 
purpose is to enable whoever wishes to approach Christ and to live in 
union with him to be able to do so. The Church’s purpose is to bring 
her treasure which is Christ to the world. The world’s everlasting 
jewel is the person of Jesus, and he dwells among us still in all his 
risen reality, and he does so in his body the Church. It is through the 
ministry of his Church that he comes to abide in the hearts of the 
baptized. What is Christ doing in the life of the Church? He is doing 
what he did in our Gospel scene today (Mark 1: 21-28) but at a 
deeper and more significant level. He teaches the word of God with 
all authority and he does this above all in the teaching of the Church 
and in the Church’s own Book, the Holy Scriptures. He exercises his 
saving power in the channels of grace which are the Sacraments. In 
each of the Sacraments it is Christ who is encountered. It is there 


that he drives out sin and Satan and fills the soul with his life. All 
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this is to say that the Christ of the Gospels lives and ministers still in 
his Church, and the Church is nothing other than his body, with him 
as her head. 

The exciting thing about the Church and about being a 
member of the Church is that the living and real person of Jesus is 
there in the Church’s midst. The Church is Christ’s creation. He is 
the life and the centre of the Church’s ministry. It is he who teaches 
when the Church teaches. It is he who acts when the Sacraments are 
administered. It is he who preaches when the authorized pastors of 
the Church preach. He is the head and we the Church’s members 
make up his body. Let us realize where our great treasure is, and that 
in and through us the Church brings him to the world. 
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Wednesday of the First Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Upon a lofty throne, I saw a man seated, whom 
a host of angels adore, singing in unison: Behold him, the name of 
whose empire is eternal. 

Collect Attend to the pleas of your people with heavenly care, O 
Lord, we pray, that they may see what must be done and gain 
strength to do what they have seen. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Hebrews 2:14-18; Psalm 104; Mark 1:29-39 

Going out of the synagogue he came with James and John to the 
house of Simon and Andrew. Simon’s wife’s mother lay in a fit of a 
fever: immediately they told him of her. Coming to her he lifted her 
up, taking her by the hand; and immediately the fever left her and 
she served them. Then when it was evening, after sunset, they 
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brought to him all who were ill and possessed by devils and the 
whole town gathered at the door. He healed many who were 
troubled with various diseases and he cast out many devils, not 
allowing them to speak because they knew who he was. Rising early, 
he went out into a desert place and there he prayed. Simon and 
those who were with him followed him and when they had found him 
said to him, “All are seeking you. ” And he said to them, “Let us go 
to the neighbouring towns and cities, that I may preach there also; 
for to this purpose have I come. ” He continued preaching in their 
synagogues and in cdl of Galilee, casting out devils. (Mark 1:29-39) 

God With Us Our Gospel scene today opens with Jesus 

effortlessly dealing with the burdens and afflictions of the people. 
He enters the house of Simon and Andrew and at their request he 
cures Simon’s mother-in-law of her fever by just taking her hand. 
She rose and proceeded to wait on them. Then after sunset (when 
people had finished the day’s work) all who were ill and possessed 
by devils were brought to him at the door of the house. He healed 
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them and expelled the demons. Early in the morning he rose and 
went out alone to pray, and Simon and his companions sought him 
out. They then made, I would suggest, a very significant statement: 
“A// are looking for you.” All wanted him and saw in him the answer 
for all their needs, as indeed he was. They wanted him to stay with 
them. With him among them, all would be well. Setting aside the 
issue of their inadequate notion of what our Lord had come to do for 
them and what they were seeking him for, those words are surely 
symbolic of the world’s need for Christ. “A// are looking for you.” 
Whether it realizes it or not, the world seeks and needs God and 
wants God to stay. But where is God? I remember watching a brief 
debate between a very intelligent Anglican bishop and an atheist. 
The bishop dealt well with all the atheist’s objections, but one point I 
remember especially well among his remarks was his answer to the 
question, Who is God? He replied, “God is Jesus.” The bishop’s 
point was that God can be located and precisely identified in space 
and time. As St Paul writes, in Christ dwells the fullness of the 
godhead bodily. All this is to say that the world, without knowing it, 
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seeks and needs the person of Jesus. So the words of Simon and his 
companions are very potent: “A// are looking for you.” They wanted 
him to stay with them. But what was Christ’s answer? It was that he 
had to go. He had to move on and leave them for the sake of many 
others. “For this purpose have 1 come ” that the others too may hear 
me, know me, and be blessed as a result. 

And so Christ moved on “ preaching in their synagogues and 
in cdl of Galilee, casting out devils ” (Mark 1:29-39). He could not 
stay constantly in the company of particular communities of the 
children of Israel such as Capernaum. He was constantly moving on. 
This was a necessary condition of his becoming man. The 
Incarnation involved dwelling among men as man, but being 
constantly at a bit of a distance, as it were. He was limited by space 
and time. He was the treasure of each man, the treasure of his people 
(though many would not accept this) and the treasure of the world, 
and yet he had to be moving on for the sake of the others who needed 
him. “A// are looking for you ”, but Christ could not stay. If they 
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wanted to be with the Saviour, they had to physically follow him and 
often vast crowds did follow him. Now, all this changed with his 
death, his resurrection, his ascension and then the descent of the Holy 
Spirit to the Church. The risen Christ then remained with each of his 
disciples while being able to continue to move on as the Church 
brought him to the peoples. All those looking for him were then able 
to remain with him. The risen living Jesus now abides within his 
body the Church and every member of the Church can be with him 
constantly and in full intimacy. Wherever the Church built on the 
Apostles with Peter at their head is to be found, there the whole, 
living, risen and bodily (though unseen) Christ dwells. He is present 
in the Church’s preaching and teaching and in her Sacraments. 
When the Church pronounces and teaches the word of God (and here 
I especially include the teaching of the Pope and Bishops in union 
with him) there is the unseen Christ present and teaching. Wherever 
the Mass is celebrated and the Eucharist administered, there is Christ 
present in his fullness. The person in the state of grace enjoys the 
presence of Christ dwelling within him, together with that of the 
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Father and the Holy Spirit. All this is to say that while during his 
earthly life Christ had to move on, now he remains present for each 
and every believer. He truly is God-with-us. He moves on to others 
by means of the Church’s witness and missionary work, but he stays 
with each of us to be our life and our salvation. He had to move on 
then. He never leaves us now. To the cry, “all are seeking you” he 
now answers, I am with you to the end of the age. 

Let us be filled with the thought of the blessing we have in 
the person of Christ. He is our all, and we can say with Simon Peter, 
“all are looking for you,” including each of us. His reply to each of 
us is, I shall stay with you forever as your Saviour and your God. I 
shall never leave you because I abide to the end in the Church which 
is my body and of which you are members. I must move on to 
preach and be with all others, but you I shall never leave. Let us 
treasure our membership in Christ’s Church, for by the plan of God 
where the Church is, there is Christ. 
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Thursday of the First Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Upon a lofty throne, I saw a man seated, whom 
a host of angels adore, singing in unison: Behold him, the name of 
whose empire is eternal. 

Collect Attend to the pleas of your people with heavenly care, O 
Lord, we pray, that they may see what must be done and gain 
strength to do what they have seen. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Hebrews 3:7-14; Psalm 94; Mark 1:40-45 

There came a leper beseeching him, and kneeling down he said to 
Jesus, “If you will you can make me clean. ” Jesus felt compassion 
for him and stretched forth his hand and touching him, said, “I do 
will it. Be made clean. ” Having spoken, immediately the leprosy left 
him, and he was clean. He strictly charged him, and immediately 
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sent him off telling him, “See you tell no one; but go and show 
yourself to the high priest and offer in testimony for your cleansing 
what Moses commanded. But having gone, he began to broadcast 
everything everywhere so that Jesus could not openly go into the city, 
but remained out in desert places. They flocked to him from all sides. 
(Mark 1:40-45) 

Suffering Our Gospel scene opens today with the poignant 
spectacle of a leper in all his impossible predicament coming and 
actually kneeling down before Jesus to ask him for a healing. His 
prayer is heartfelt, it is worthy, it presents a true and pressing need, 
and it is full of faith. He tells Jesus that “if you will, you can make 
me clean.” It evoked the power and compassion of Jesus and at a 
word he cured him: ‘7 do will it. Become clean!” Immediately the 
leprosy disappeared. This entire scene prompts many ever-recurring 
thoughts in a very broken world, and one is this. Our Lord had the 
power and he certainly had the compassion, why then did he not seek 
out the rest of the lepers in the land and do something for them? 
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Numerous persons afflicted with various diseases were brought to 
him or sought him out and he cured them. Well then, why did he not 
go further and do something for those others who did not make 
personal contact with him? What was he doing all those years in 
Nazareth, quietly working at his trade? He could have been out and 
about curing people of their afflictions and raising even more people 
from the dead and so bringing consolation to so many — just as he 
did for the widow of Nain. It is the old question of, Where was God 
when people were suffering? Was he asleep during the holocaust? 
Did he exist? Consider our Gospel passage again and notice that 
when our Lord did cure the leper he “strictly charged him” him not to 
tell anyone about it: “See you tell no one.” It looks as if, much as our 
Lord responded to the afflictions of people who came for him to take 
them away, that was not the essential mission he had come to fulfil. 
The lifting of suffering had its place in his work but it was not the 
fundamental need to be met. In fact the leper did what our Lord told 
him not to do — he broadcast everything. The result was that hoards 
of people came seeking our Lord to get him to take away their 
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sufferings. The result? The Gospel tells us that “ Jesus could not 
openly go into the city, but remained out in desert places. They 
flocked to him from all sides''’ (Mark 1:40-45). 

All this is instructive. Our Gospel scene shows that Christ 
had a greater goal and one that allowed for the presence of suffering. 
His goal, as the Scriptures make clear, was as the Lamb of God to 
take away the root cause of the evils in the world, which is sin. He 
came to fix the universe at its core. The core problem is man’s sin. 
Christ suffered and died and then rose from the dead, having in this 
unexpected and mysterious way implanted at the heart of the world 
the principle that would gradually make all things new. That 
principle is redemption and the gift of the Holy Spirit. But what of 
suffering after the root problem was dealt with? It is still not 
eliminated, indicating that the elimination of suffering from human 
life is not the first priority in the plan of God, though God wants us, 
in union with Christ (who said “I do will it. Be clean”), to do all we 
can to alleviate and lessen it. Suffering is still with us even though 
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the Messiah has come and gone. There are forms of Christian 
spirituality which, in the face of suffering, simply respond by praying 
for healing as did the leper. Those of this view see no other response 
to suffering than that of the leper and the crowds who besought our 
Lord to take away their afflictions. That is to say, suffering has no 
real place in God’s scheme for man now - it has no business in being 
around. But no. Suffering has not been taken away. Rather it has 
been given a new meaning and possibility. There is a far richer 
spirituality, a fuller putting on of the mind of Christ in the face of 
suffering, and the saints knew how to live it. Their sufferings were 
the means of deep union with Christ who suffered and died for sin. 
Christ himself suffered beyond imagining and his sufferings were 
essential to his life and mission. Suffering is redemptive and 
sanctifying if it is marked by union with Christ. Just as Christ’s 
highest and greatest moment was the moment of his obedient 
suffering and death, so too the Christian’s greatest moments are those 
when he suffers in union with Christ. Great as is the blessing of 
being freed of our suffering — if God grants this blessing — greater 



1048 


still is the blessing of suffering with Christ for our own sanctification 
and for the redemption of the world. 

It is clear from the life and work of Christ that though God 
hates to see his children suffer, and though he commands us to do all 
we can for those who do suffer — and our judgment by God will 
depend on it — nevertheless, the presence of suffering does not 
prevent the triumph of good. Indeed, God in Christ has transformed 
suffering from being a pointless burden to being a means of new life. 
This is what Christ did through his obedient suffering. And so what 
is the mark of a true disciple of Christ? It is to take up one’s cross 
every day and to follow in Christ’s footsteps, right to Calvary. If we 
suffer and die with Christ we shall experience the power of his 
resurrection, and contribute in and with Christ to the redemption of 
the world. 
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Friday of the First Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Upon a lofty throne, I saw a man seated, whom 
a host of angels adore, singing in unison: Behold him, the name of 
whose empire is eternal. 

Collect Attend to the pleas of your people with heavenly care, O 
Lord, we pray, that they may see what must be done and gain 
strength to do what they have seen. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Hebrews 4:1-5.11; Psalm 77; Mark 2:1-12 

After some days Jesus again returned to Capharnaum. People learnt 
that he was in the house and so many came together that there was 
no room, not even at the door. He preached the word to them. A 
person sick with the palsy was brought to him carried by four. When 
they could not reach him because of the crowd they uncovered the 
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roof where he was, and opening it they let down the bed on which the 
man sick of the palsy lay. When Jesus saw their faith, he scud to the 
palsied man “Son, your sins are forgiven you. ” There were some of 
the scribes sitting there who thought in their hearts, “Why does this 
man speak thus ? he is blaspheming. Who can forgive sins, but God 
only? ” Jesus immediately knew that they were thinking thus and he 
said to them, “Why are you thinking thus in your hearts? Which is 
easier, to say to the palsied man ‘Your sins are forgiven you ’ or to 
say ‘Arise, take up your bed, and walk?”' But that you may know 
that the Son of man has power on earth to forgive sins, (he said to 
the sick man,) I say to you “Arise, take up your bed, and go to your 
house. ” Immediately he arose, and taking up his bed, went his way in 
the sight of cdl, so that cdl wondered and glorified God, saying “We 
have never seen the like. ” (Mark 2:1-12) 

Forgiveness of Sin It is generally recognized that the Gospel of 
St Mark is really the Gospel of St Peter, which is to say that because 
Mark was Peter’s companion and assistant, the Gospel he wrote was 
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the record of Peter’s teaching and preaching (probably at Rome). 
Well then, let us notice a detail in our passage today. It contains the 
first great shock that our Lord gave to “the scribes,” according to the 
recollection of St Peter as recorded in Mark’s account. The occasion 
was our Lord’s calm, assured, unhesitating and very public 
forgiveness of sin. He was in the presence of a great number of 
people. The sick were everywhere and scribes of the Law were 
included in the throng listening to Jesus teach and heal. This 
occasion included the first great surprise to the scribes of what we 
might call a doctrinal character that led to their rejection of Jesus. 
Jesus forgave the palsied man his sins. He uttered the words “Your 
sins are forgiven’’’ in such a way as to indicate unmistakably that on 
his own authority he was forgiving sins. He was not just declaring 
that in view of the repentance of the palsied man God had forgiven 
him his sins. He was taking God’s place and doing what belonged 
exclusively to God to do. The scribes had not objected to what the 
Baptist had done and what initially our Lord’s disciples also had 
done. This was to administer a rite in which a person declared his 
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sins in a spirit of repentance, and was then washed in a baptism that 
indicated faith in God’s pardon. No, what Jesus did here was very 
different. He read the heart of the sick man and forthwith personally 
and with unhesitating authority forgave his sins as would God 
himself. John the Baptist had not done this, nor had any prophet in 
the history of God’s people. It was a display of singular power and 
authority in the life of God’s chosen people and it startled the scribes, 
who thought “Why does this man speak thus? He is blaspheming. 
Who can forgive sins, but God alone?'’’ They saw the implications 
immediately. It was an omen of more to come. In Mark’s account, 
and therefore in Peter’s recollection, this happened early in our 
Lord’s public ministry and it was part of a piece in our Lord’s 
extraordinary claims. 

“Why does this man speak thus? Who can forgive sins but 
God alone?" (Mark 2:1-12) This is a response that has been heard at 
various times in the Church’s long ministry of the forgiveness of 
sins. Before our Lord began his ministry, John the Baptist pointed 
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him out to his disciples as the Lamb of God who would take away 
the sin of the world. The forgiveness of sin was at the forefront of 
Christ’s mission. He forgave the sins of various people during his 
public ministry as a sign of what was to come. The forgiveness of 
sins is a principal benefit of the Kingdom of God and those who 
enter the Kingdom, as present in the Church which Christ founded, 
have access to this inestimable benefit. On the first day our Lord 
rose from the dead, he appeared to the Eleven and breathed on them 
the gift of the Holy Spirit and entrusted them with a share in his 
mission. Then what did he do? He gave to them the power to forgive 
sins: “whose sins you forgive, they are forgiven them.’’'’ Christ 
entrusted to the Apostles a share in this power which he exercised 
repeatedly during his public ministry, which no other before him had 
presumed to exercise, and which was part and parcel of his unfolding 
claim to be the very Son of God. The Apostles were endowed with 
this ministry and it is transmitted from them to all those who receive 
the Sacrament of Holy Orders in the life of the Church. Thus it is 
that the forgiveness of sins is so readily available to all the Church’s 
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faithful. It is available in the Sacrament of Penance administered by 
the ordained priest through whom Christ continues to forgive sins. 
The forgiveness of sin occurs in the first instance, of course, at the 
moment of baptism. It occurs in various other ways too, such as 
when a person makes what the Church calls a genuine and true act of 
contrition. But it is available repeatedly, easily, completely and with 
power in the Sacrament of Penance. All of Christ’s faithful, all the 
Church’s children ought to receive this Sacrament repeatedly and 
often and, of course, with true repentance. The Catholic Church has 
insisted on this Sacrament and has condemned in the past those who 
have denied its legitimacy. 

“Your sins are forgiven you,” Christ said to the sick man. 
The response of the scribes was, “Why does this man speak thus? 
Who can forgive sins but God alone?” Christ, as present in his body 
the Church, continues to forgive sins through the ordained priest. He 


does so in the Sacrament of Penance, a Sacrament we should 
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devoutly and with gratitude avail ourselves of all through life on our 
path to holiness in Christ. 
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Saturday of the First Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Upon a lofty throne, I saw a man seated, whom 
a host of angels adore, singing in unison: Behold him, the name of 
whose empire is eternal. 

Collect Attend to the pleas of your people with heavenly care, O 
Lord, we pray, that they may see what must be done and gain 
strength to do what they have seen. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Hebrews 4:12-16; Psalm 18; Mark2:13-17 

Jesus went forth again to the sea side and all the multitude came to 
him, and he taught them. When he was passing by he saw Levi the 
son of Alphaeus sitting at the receipt of custom and he scud to him, 
“Follow me. ” And rising up, he followed him. It came to pass that 
as he sat at table in his house many publicans and sinners sat 
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together with Jesus and his disciples, for they were many who also 
followed him. The scribes and the Pharisees, seeing that he ate with 
publicans and sinners, said to his disciples, “Why does your master 
eat and drink with publicans and sinners? ” Jesus hearing this said to 
them, “Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those 
who are sick do. I came not to call the just, but sinners. ’’ 
(Mark 2:13-17) 

Christ and Sinners Surely any observer would recognize that 
one of the mightiest phenomena of the world’s history is the fact of 
Christianity. Its enormous spread and influence and especially its 
power to penetrate cultures and its force for good and holiness of life 
all make of it the worthiest subject of study and consideration. But 
of course, the study and consideration of Christianity means in the 
first instance the study and contemplation of the person of Christ. By 
any standards he is a giant of history, while of course if one judges as 
a Christian , Christ is the giant of history with whom no one can 
compare. The gospels enable us to enter his mind and draw near to 
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him at the level of the heart. He says, “ come to me all you who 
labour and are overburdened and I will give you rest. Learn from 
me for I am meek and humble of heart.” He invites us to draw near to 
him, to learn from him, and to take our rest in him. We must do this 
as to a living person and not just to a distant figure of the past who 
remains a model and teacher through historical records. Christ lives, 
and we contemplate his person in the gospels so as to know the mind, 
the heart and the action of the living Jesus. Well then, let us observe 
what he is doing in our Gospel passage today. The great 
phenomenon of Christianity began in simple, ordinary events. Jesus 
passes by the office of a tax collector, Levi the son of Alphaeus 
(probably Matthew the evangelist), and simply asks him to follow 
him: u Follow me”, he said. Jesus disregards the opprobrium attached 
to Levi’s profession and wins his heart. That is to say, he loves him 
and honours him with the invitation to be part of his company and 
mission. Christ loves the one in the lowly spot and lifts him up, in 
this case raising him to friendship with him. Levi will go on to write 
the wonderful Gospel of St Matthew, and through that Gospel, will 
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present Christ to the Church and to the world till the end of time. 
Jesus is the One who loves sinners and who calls them to repent and 
to be part of his company. 

Our Lord’s call to Levi and Levi’s immediate acceptance of 
the call led to the surprising event — surprising to the scribes and the 
Pharisees — of our Lord dining and mixing with a concourse of tax 
collectors and sinners. We read that “ it came to pass that as he sat at 
table in his house many publicans and sinners sat together with Jesus 
and his disciples, for they were many who also followed him ” (Mark 
2:13-17). Our Lord was in the midst of some of the most 
disreputable people in the country and was showing perfect ease in 
this situation. The tax collectors and the sinners who were dining 
and, we might say, partying in his presence, felt at ease with him and 
felt loved by him. They loved him. This was, perhaps, one of the 
distinguishing features of Jesus precisely as a prophet. He attracted 
sinners and showed that he loved them and liked being with them, 
provided, of course, they understood that he expected of them 
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repentance from sin. The sinful woman entered the house of the 
Pharisee where she knew Jesus was dining, and proceeded to pour oil 
on his head and to wash his feet with her tears. She felt at ease in his 
presence and felt loved by him. She went away with her sins 
forgiven and undoubtedly with her life changed. Zacchaeus the 
leading tax collector ran ahead and climbed the Sycamore tree to see 
Jesus who, when he arrived at the tree, looked up and (undoubtedly 
with a smile) invited himself to Zacchaeus’s home for dinner. 
Zacchaeus was completely converted by the love that Jesus, the 
all-holy prophet, showed him. We notice too, that whenever a 
Pharisee invited our Lord to his house to dine there as a guest he 
willingly accepted, thus showing his love for them too. But our Lord 
did not find in them the recognition that they were sinners. They 
resisted and were hostile to his corrections. They were like the 
Pharisee in the parable of the Pharisee and the Publican praying in 
the Temple. Our Lord’s love and holiness could not penetrate their 


pride and jealousy. 
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Christ tells us in our Gospel passage today that he came to 
call sinners. That means us. He comes to call us to his friendship. 
This means sharing his life, totally accepting his doctrine, and living 
in his company which is the Church he founded. What we get is the 
inestimable benefit of his friendship and the singular privilege of 
sharing in his mission. We grow in his friendship by daily prayer 
and the work of our life, both done out of love for him. We engage 
in his mission everyday through the theatre of our work and any 
other apostolates we are led to participate in. Let us then firmly 
resolve to follow Jesus who came to call sinners to himself. 
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Second Sunday of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 66 (65): 4 All the earth shall bow down 
before you, O God, and shall sing to you, shall sing to your name, O 
Most High! 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, who govern all things, both in 
heaven and on earth, mercifully hear the pleading of your people and 
bestow your peace on our times. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Isaiah 49:3, 5-6; Psalm 39:2, 4, 7-10; 

1 Corinthians 1:1-3; John 1:29-34 

The next day John saw Jesus coming to him and he said, "Behold the 
Lamb of God, behold the One who takes away the sin of the world. 
This is he of whom I said, ‘After me there comes a man who is 
preferred before me because he was before me. ’ I did not know him, 
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but it is in order that he may be manifest in Israel that I have come 
baptizing with water. ” John gave his testimony, saying: “I saw the 
Spirit coming down as a dove from heaven and he remained upon 
him. And I did not know him. But he who sent me to baptize with 
water said to me: 'The one upon whom you will see the Spirit 
descending and remaining, he is the One who baptizes with the Holy 
Spirit. I have seen and have given testimony that this is the Son of 
God. ” (John 1:29-34) 

The Baptist’s Teaching It is well known to any reader of the 
New Testament that the inspired authors gave a special prominence 
to the person and testimony of John the Baptist. He was accepted by 
the people as a prophet and Christ confirmed that he was the greatest 
of the prophets. The New Testament makes it abundantly clear that 
he formally testified both to Jesus himself as the long awaited 
Messiah and to his mission. It seems that some who at one point or 
other had been disciples of John were not aware that he had 


identified Jesus as the Christ, and we read in both Acts 18:25 and 
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Acts 19:1-5 of their being made aware of this by Christians. Perhaps 
the Baptist had had disciples who came and went at various points 
during his ministry, and had not heard his testimony about Jesus. 
One does not gain the impression, incidentally, that John the Baptist 
sought disciples as such, but rather that they sought him. His 
humility may have led him readily to allow or encourage them to 
pass on from him and we see an instance of this in the first chapter of 
St John, when two of his disciples leave his presence to go after 
Jesus. His mission was to bear witness to Jesus and once he had 
done this, he surely saw Jesus as the Master to whom all disciples 
ought go. In this respect he was very different from our Lord who 
sought disciples and who taught that life would be theirs if they 
remained his disciples always whatever might be the cost. Life for 
the Christian is to be a total love for and following of Jesus the 
Master. Indeed, the very mission of his Church would be to go to the 
whole world and make of all the nations his ardent and loving 
disciples. John pointed to the one who is to be at the centre stage of 
every human life. Our Gospel passage today (John 1:29-34) presents 
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John’s amazing prediction about One who was still unknown to the 
public. It sums up in what we might call in embryonic form the 
teaching of John’s Gospel about Jesus, because John tells us that he 
wrote his Gospel so that the reader “ may believe that Jesus is the 
Messiah, the Son of God, and that believing this ” he “may have life 
through his name ” (John 20:31). Well, this is exactly what in 
seminal form the Baptist said of Christ before our Lord showed 
himself publicly. 

Just as all his life John the Evangelist lovingly remembered 
and meditated on the words and testimony of the Baptist about 
Christ, so too ought we. Let us think of the scene of our Lord 
walking towards John the Baptist and then the Baptist saying to a 
few of his disciples nearby that there was the Lamb of God! He 
would take away the sin of the world. What an extraordinary thing 
to say, said by a great prophet about one who was nearby and who 
was as yet unknown in a public sense. It was a statement made of no 
other person in the Old Testament to that point. He takes away the 
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sin of the world! He is God’s Lamb, hinting at the idea of sacrifice, a 
sacrificial Lamb, a Lamb of God perhaps in the sense that God 
himself had provided the Lamb (as when God provided the lamb in 
place of Isaac). It seems to intimate the Suffering Servant of 
Yahweh presented in the book of Isaiah, and that this particular 
individual coming to him is all of that. The image of the Lamb of 
God contains, in seminal form, the doctrine that this man Jesus is the 
Messiah and the Suffering Servant whom God had sent to atone for 
the sins of the world by his sufferings and death, which in the event 
was death on the Cross. It was an extraordinary light given to him 
and for good reason did Christ state that John was the greatest of the 
prophets. But there is more. Not only is Jesus the Lamb of God who 
as sacrificed takes away the sin of the world, but he is the one who 
fulfils the prophecy of the pouring out of the Holy Spirit on mankind. 
The prophet Joel (3:1-5) had prophesied that this baptism of the 
Spirit of God would occur. John the Baptist now states that he saw 
the Spirit of God descending on Jesus, and that he had then been told 
by God that he is the one who would pour out on others this baptism 
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of the Holy Spirit. In seminal form it predicted not only the 
redemptive sufferings of Jesus but his sending of the Holy Spirit to 
mankind. In the event this would follow his resurrection and 
ascension, and would be effected by means of the ministry of his 
Church of which he is the Head. To crown it all, John the Baptist 
solemnly affirmed that Jesus is the Son of God. 

In embryonic form, and perhaps without realizing fully all the 
implications of his inspired prophecy, John gave testimony not only 
to the doctrine of the Atonement from sin but to the doctrine of the 
Trinity. Jesus is the Son of God. Thus it was that at the threshold of 
our Lord’s public ministry the Good News of Jesus Christ was 
already intimated. This Good News would be made more and more 
public by our Lord himself. His redemptive death would be in 
witness to the truth about himself. Let us embrace in our hearts the 
person of Christ and his truth, and then be faithful to it every day. 
He is the only Saviour of the world, the Lamb of God who was 
sacrificed for the sin of the world, the one who gives the Holy Spirit 
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to mankind through the ministry of his Church, the Son of God and 
Lord of lords. Let us live for him and bear witness to him, with John 
the Baptist as our inspiration. 
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Monday of the second week in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 66 (65):4 All the earth shall bow down before 
you, O God, and shall sing to you, shall sing to your name, O Most 
High! 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, who govern all things, both in 
heaven and on earth, mercifully hear the pleading of your people and 
bestow your peace on our times. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Hebrews 5:1-10; Psalm 109; Mark 2:18-22 

The disciples of both John and the Pharisees used to fast. People 
came to Jesus and said to him, “Why do the disciples of John and of 
the Pharisees fast; but your disciples do not? ” Jesus said to them, 
“Can the wedding guests fast as long as the bridegroom is with 
them? As long as they have the bridegroom with them they cannot 
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fast. But the days will come when the bridegroom is taken away 
from them, and then they will fast. No man sews a piece of raw cloth 
on to an old garment. Otherwise the new piece pulls away from the 
old and a greater rent is made. And no man puts new wine into old 
skins. If he does the wine bursts the skins and the wine is spilt and 
the skins lost. New wine must be put into new skins. ” (Mark 2:18-22) 

The Bridegroom There are indications in the Gospels that for 
many people Christ was profoundly disconcerting in the newness of 
his person, his religious style, and of course his practice and doctrine. 
He did not observe a number of the Sabbath prescriptions laid down 
by the scribes and the Pharisees, saying that they were the traditions 
of men and not the Law of God — and indeed that in the process of 
observing their own traditions the Pharisees were disregarding the 
weightier matters of the Law. There were many other things too, 
such as his calm and sovereign forgiveness of sin. Examples could 
be given of the newness of his doctrine, such as, for instance, that 
while it had been said that one must not commit adultery, he, he lays 
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it down that anyone who even looks at another lustfully already 
commits adultery in his heart. But the newest teaching of all was 
about himself. In our Gospel today people approach him, puzzled at 
the apparent laxity of his disciples at least by comparison with the 
disciples of John and the Pharisees. His disciples did not seem to 
fast. Why was that? Our Lord’s reply confirmed the newness which 
his presence constituted. There is nothing wrong with fasting — on 
the contrary, his disciples would in due course be fasting. But now is 
not the time because they have him in their midst. A reply such as 
this once again reveals the uniqueness of Jesus and points to him as 
the object of revealed religion. The fast of John and the Pharisees is 
meant to direct the attention and the life of their disciples to God 
through renunciation from that which can distract them. But with 
Jesus present among them, there is in their midst the very object of 
their life. At this point there is no danger of their being distracted 
from him because he is there before them — he the bridegroom. Our 
Lord’s reply sets forth his own very person as being the centre of 
religion. Moreover, in describing himself as the bridegroom he is 
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intimating, insinuating, that he himself is far more than any prophet 
or religious guide as was John or any one of the Pharisees. As all 
knew, the word “bridegroom” is a word used of God in the Old 
Testament and Christ claims here to be the “bridegroom.” John the 
Baptist had used this term of Christ too. 

Just as Yahweh God is the centre of revealed religion for he is 
the bridegroom of his people, so too is Jesus. He is present among 
them as one to be seen, and his presence is a cause of rejoicing. It 
points to St Paul’s directive that the Christian is to rejoice. “Rejoice 
in the Lord always! Again l say, rejoice /” The complaint that our 
Lord was not insisting on notable fasts among his disciples not only 
drew forth his emphasis on the uniqueness and place in religion of 
his own very person. It also illustrated the joy which his presence 
brings. The Christian life ought always involve joy and the 
foundation of Christian joy is the presence of Jesus. Whatever be the 
situation a Christian finds himself in, his life ought be marked by joy. 
The source of this joy is that the Christian is in Jesus and Jesus is in 
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him. So it is a joy no one can take away, and if the Christian is not 
living a life of joy, then Christ does not yet occupy the place in his 
life which he should. This joy can coexist with suffering because 
Christ will be especially present when he is suffering. Not only that, 
but mysteriously suffering is a most special time when Christ will be 
present, provided that time of suffering is characterised by the desire 
to accept and do the will of God. The saint finds his deepest joy in 
being constantly near to Christ as Christ makes his way to Calvary. 
In his own suffering, the saint unites himself to Christ on the Cross, 
and therein lies his surest joy. It is the joy that comes from love. 
Christ said that if anyone wishes to be his disciple he must take up 
his cross daily and follow in his footsteps. Every Christian is called 
to discover, in lived practice, this secret to joy in Christ. The 
bridegroom is present. However, our Lord makes it clear to those 
who approached him that while he did not instruct his disciples to 
fast while he was with them, fasting will certainly be part of his life 
when he is gone. For when he is gone from sight, then the Christian 
can be tempted to lose sight of Christ in his heart. So self-denial is 
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an essential part of the life of the Christian now, and the lives of the 
saints show this. Their lives are lives of joy and the cross. 

In one of his Letters St Paul tells us what is the mystery now 
revealed. It is “Christ in you, your hope of glory!” By our baptism 
and membership in his Church we live in Christ by grace. He is with 
us, he the bridegroom of the Church, and bridegroom of our souls. 
Therefore, as St Paul says, we should rejoice in the Lord always. He 
is near and with us always, in good times and in bad. But we on our 
part must put in our best efforts to remain with Christ and to be 
faithful to him, living a life of true self-denial. Christ has gone from 
our sight, and so we do now fast. 
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Tuesday of the Second Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 66 (65):4 All the earth shall bow down before 
you, O God, and shall sing to you, shall sing to your name, O Most 
High! 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, who govern all things, both in 
heaven and on earth, mercifully hear the pleading of your people and 
bestow your peace on our times. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever 

Scripture today : Hebrews 6:10-20; Psalm 110; Mark 2:23-28 

It happened that as the Lord walked through the corn fields on the 
Sabbath his disciples went ahead to pluck the ears of corn. The 
Pharisees said to him, “Look, why are they doing what is not lawful 
on the Sabbath day? ” He said to them, “Have you never read what 
David did when he and his companions were hungry and needed to 
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eat? How he went into the house of God, under Abiathar the high 
priest, and ate the loaves of proposition which only the priests were 
allowed to do, and then gave to them who were with him?” And he 
said to them, “The Sabbath was made for man, and not man for the 
Sabbath. Therefore the Son of man is Lord of the Sabbath also. ” 
(Mark 2:23-28) 

Jesus is Lord There is no getting away from it. In passage after 
passage of the Gospels Jesus makes extraordinary personal claims 
and in this he is like no other prophet. In the case of the prophets, 
their claims were far beyond the ordinary, but essentially their claims 
came down to having received a revelation from God. The prophets 
of the Old Testament, up to John in the New, claimed that God had 
spoken to them and had sent them to his people with a message. 
Generally the message was a call to repent or else either a great 
opportunity would be missed or a great punishment would be 
suffered. In the process of this warning, the prophet would remind 
the people of what God had revealed about himself and his covenant 
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and he might perhaps contribute to this revelation — such as in the 
prophecies of Daniel about the Son of Man or those of Isaiah about 
the Suffering Servant. But except for the fact that the prophets 
claimed to have received a particular revelation they did not direct 
the attention of their hearers to themselves. They themselves were 
not part of the revelation. The revelation was about Yahweh and 
they the prophets were merely his servants. But the case is very 
different with Jesus of Nazareth. He was accepted by the people as a 
prophet, and John the prophet before him had borne testimony to 
him. But John’s testimony pointed above all to the very person of 
Jesus. Elijah had passed on his mantle to Elisha who received, as it 
were, a double portion of his prophetic spirit. In this particular 
respect we could even see a likeness between those two prophets and 
John and Jesus. But again, the case is very different. Neither Elijah 
nor Elisha pointed to themselves. John pointed to Christ, and Christ 
pointed to himself. He pointed to himself as the only way to the 
Father, as the Way, the Truth and the Life. No one could come to the 
Father except through him. The prophetic process stopped with 
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Christ. All pointed to him and he pointed to himself. He who sees 
me, he stated, sees the Father. Our Gospel passage today is one such 
instance of this. 

One could say that a very great deal of the living of Jewish 
religion hinged around the observance of the Sabbath. It celebrated 
communally the very fact of the one and only God on whom the 
entire creation depended for its existence. At the end of his work of 
creation, we read in Genesis, God rested, and the Sabbath rest was 
given over to the acknowledgment of God’s reality and that all 
creation depended on him. The Sabbath bore witness to God’s 
lordship. It was sacred, and great efforts were expended to preserve 
its sacredness in the life of the chosen people — in fact, as we read in 
the Gospels, these efforts ran aground with numerous abuses and 
excesses. The entire Sabbath was often smothered with man-made 
rules. Our Gospel passage today reports the Pharisees complaining 
to our Lord that his disciples were violating the Sabbath rest by 
picking ears of com as they passed through the fields. Our Lord’s 
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reply? They had forgotten to consider Scripture itself (as in David’s 
action) and how the Scriptures portray the observance of the Sabbath. 
God instituted the Sabbath to help man and not to oppress him, to 
help man to honour him and not to crush him. But more still, the 
Pharisees were to understand that he, the Son of Man (a title, surely, 
alluding to Daniel’s prophecies), was the Lord of the Sabbath. No 
one in all Judaism would have claimed to be the Lord of the Sabbath. 
No prophet ever claimed this, not even Moses who received the Ten 
Commandments from God, including the third which stipulated the 
observance of the Sabbath. Only Christ claimed to be the Lord of the 
Sabbath itself, and he claimed this with the effortless assurance that 
was characteristic of his many other claims. It was a claim 
unparalleled in the Old Testament, having no precedent, yet Christ 
made it with simple and sovereign serenity. He was the Sabbath’s 
Lord — and he was speaking here of the Jewish Sabbath. Of course, 
within the life of Christ’s Church the new Sabbath (Sunday) has 
Christ as its Lord and living Object, but here we are merely 
considering the person of Jesus in view of his claims. 
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At the end of the Gospel of St John, the risen Jesus appears to 
the Eleven and turns to Thomas, who had not believed their 
testimony that he had risen from the dead. He shows Thomas his 
wounds, and Thomas adores him. He adores him as God, saying, 
“My Lord and my God!” Our Gospel passage today is one among the 
numerous striking indicators of his transcendent and unique status 
among the children of men. He is even the Lord of the Sabbath. 

-- 
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Wednesday of the Second Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 66 (65):4 All the earth shall bow down before 
you, O God, and shall sing to you, shall sing to your name, O Most 
High! 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, who govern all things, both in 
heaven and on earth, mercifully hear the pleading of your people and 
bestow your peace on our times. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Hebrews 7:1-3.15-17; Psalm 109; Mark3:l-6 

Jesus went into the synagogue again and there was a man there who 
had a withered hand. They watched him whether he would heed on 
the Sabbath day in order that they might accuse him. He said to the 
man who had the withered hand, “Stand up in the middle. ” And he 
said to them, “Is it lawfid to do good on the Sabbath day, or to do 
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evil? to save life, or to destroy it? ” But they remained silent. And 
looking round on them with anger, being grieved for the blindness of 
their hearts, he said to the man, “Stretch forth your hand. ” He 
stretched it out, and his hand was restored to him. ” And the 
Pharisees going out immediately made plans with the Herodians as 
to how they might destroy him. (Mark 3:1-6) 

The Anger of God John Henry Newman (now beatified), the 
leader of the Anglican Oxford Movement in nineteenth century 
England and future Cardinal of the Catholic Church, was once visited 
during his Oxford years by members of Cambridge University. He 
was told about various persons at Cambridge, and he replied that 
their problem was that they lacked fear. He meant by this that their 
image of God was of one who is entirely “benevolent” and from 
whom, therefore, there is nothing ever to fear. They lacked a sense 
of (what the Scriptures call) the wrath and anger of God in respect to 
un-repented and deliberate sin. In various of his discourses he 
attacked the prevalent image of God as of One who is simply 
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“benevolent” and from whom nothing could be expected other than 
happiness — despite deliberate sin. Indeed, he wrote, there was a 
widespread assumption that a moral God (in the very nature of the 
case) could only be “benevolent” and that a good God could not be 
judgmental and punishing of wrongdoing. In his various sermons he 
spoke at times of the loving kindness of God, and at other times of 
his anger and judgments and made the point that the infinite richness 
of God includes his boundless love and his holy abhorrence of sin. 
Scripture illustrates time and again the holy anger of God in respect 
to sin — difficult though it might be to express this theologically and 
philosophically. But it is by no means unimportant, for Newman 
says elsewhere that the first principle of religion itself is the thought 
of a judgment , which evokes fear. The thought of being sentenced to 
Hell for sin can lead a person to turn to the all-loving God who is our 
Father. All this is to say that it is part of divine revelation that, in a 
sense analogous to principled human indignation, God is angered by 
un-repented and deliberate sin. It is deeply offensive to him. His 
anger at sin is shown in his judgments, and his judgment on sin is 
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likewise part of divine revelation. The answer to the fact of sin is not 
to deny that it offends God, but genuinely to repent of it and thus to 
discover his infinite love. 

We surely catch a glimpse of this in our Gospel scene today 
in which our Lord is portrayed as being angry. Inasmuch as our 
Lord was and is God himself - God the Son made man - our Gospel 
scene today portrays the anger of God. Our passage tells us that he 
asked the Pharisees, “Is it lawful to do good on the Sabbath day, or 
to do evil? to save life, or to destroy it?” But they remained silent. 
And looking round on them with anger, being grieved for the 
blindness of their hearts, he said to the man, “Stretch forth your 
hand. ” He stretched it out, and his hand was restored to him ” (Mark 
3:1-6). The setting is that of the synagogue and there was a man 
there with a withered hand. The Pharisees were present watching 
like vultures to spot any violation of the Sabbath so as to be able to 
accuse Christ of religious wrongdoing. Would he heal the injured 
man? Their attitude was one of cold and determined hostility and a 
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refusal of the light. Christ challenged them with his question and 
none were willing to answer — undoubtedly for fear of being 
publicly and resoundingly refuted. Their silence placed them beyond 
the reach of Christ’s light and grace, and his love showed itself in his 
anger. He loved goodness, he loved truth, and he loved them. Their 
silence manifested their un-repentant sin against the light and it 
constituted a hard resistance against the divine power to save. 
Christ’s reaction? He looked round on them with anger, sorely 
grieved at their deliberate and sinful blindness. God the Son was 
angry at their deliberate refusal to see and assent to his truth. It is a 
warning to us that we ought have a wholesome fear of the anger of 
God. We must strive never to commit a deliberate sin and if we do 
then we must repent of it. God loves the repentant sinner, but the 
refusal to repent grieves him in the way it did Christ and that grief of 
Christ showed itself in a holy anger. This is not the only time that 
Christ’s anger is shown in the Gospels but it reminds us that sin is 


offensive to God. 
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It all comes down to this that the God who revealed himself 
to Abraham and Moses, the God who is the Father of our Lord and 
God Jesus Christ, is an all loving and at the same time an all holy 
God. He is love, as St John writes, but it is a holy love. He 
commands us to be holy, for he is holy. If we disregard this and 
choose the path of un-repented sin, God will not be pleased. He will 
be offended and his judgment on sin will come. So let us resolve to 
show our love for Christ by renouncing sin and striving to repent of it 
all through life. Let us live and die truly repentant. 
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Thursday of the Second Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 66 (65):4 All the earth shall bow down before 
you, O God, and shall sing to you, shall sing to your name, O Most 
High! 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, who govern all things, both in 
heaven and on earth, mercifully hear the pleading of your people and 
bestow your peace on our times. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Hebrews 7:25-8:6; Psalm 39; Mark 3:7-12 

Jesus retired with his disciples to the sea and a great multitude 
followed him from Gcdilee and Judea, from Jerusalem, from Idumea, 
from beyond the Jordan, and from the area of Tyre and Sidon. A 
great number, hearing the things which he did, came to him. He 
directed his disciples to make a small boat ready for him lest the 
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crowds overwhelm him. He healed many and all who suffered evils 
pressed on him to touch him. The unclean spirits, when they saw 
him, fell down before him and cried, saying, “You are the Son of 
God. ” And he strictly charged them that they should not make him 
known. (Mark 3:7-12) 

Christ is Divine Not many can be found who, knowing of Jesus of 
Nazareth, would deny his greatness in one or other sense. The Dalai 
Lama acknowledged him on one occasion, referring to him as a great 
instance in history of the spirit of the Buddha. Islam readily admits 
his greatness as a prophet, and no one could possibly deny his 
outstanding influence on the world. The issue is not his greatness, 
for all admit of this. Even the scribes and Pharisees who gradually 
became — out of jealousy — his implacable enemies, could not 
avoid his greatness. The issue is above all over one of the claims as 
to his person. It is obvious that he was a man and a very great one at 
that — although some gnostic groups in the early Church even called 
into question that he was a true man. The claim that provoked the 
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outrage of the Pharisees and provided the excuse they needed to 
move against him is expressed in our Gospel passage today. It is 
that, while being truly man (which was obvious and which Christ 
never dreamed of denying) he is the Son of God. Our Gospel 
passage reports the devils shouting this great fact out. The devils had 
divined that this person before them who possessed such invincible 
spiritual power and unassailable holiness was the Son of God, and 
Christ imposed silence on them not to make him known. It was the 
great mystery which our Lord revealed only gradually but 
nevertheless unambiguously. We read in the Gospel of St John that 
our Lord referred to God as his own Father, and the scribes and 
Pharisees attempted to stone him for, they said, he was only a man 
and yet he was making himself equal to God. Finally, before the 
Sanhedrin our Lord bore witness to the truth of his person. He was 
the Son of the Living God, and they would see him coming on the 
clouds of heaven seated at the right hand of the divine Power. He 
was God’s Son and equal to God. It is the crunch point, the claim 
that Christ himself made, that his disciples make of him, and that the 
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Catholic Church makes and has made of him from the beginning. It 
is the parting of the ways between Catholic Christianity and Judaism, 
the parting of the ways between Christian doctrine and the doctrines 
of the many great and not so great religions of mankind. 

This matter of the claim of Christ and his followers that he is 
divine is no mere curiosity. It is not a mere academic matter. It 
relates directly to what Christ claimed to do and what mankind can 
therefore expect to benefit from him. In our Gospel passage today, 
our Lord is shown attracting vast crowds to him and “/re healed many 
and all who suffered evils pressed on him to touch him." Those who 
came to him and who benefited from his healing and exorcising 
power did not know that this man who was dispensing such benefits 
was God the Son. Rather, he was obviously a great prophet acting as 
an instrument of the power of God. But though he was acting by his 
own divine power, Christ did not come simply to heal, to raise some 
who had died and to drive out many devils. These were just signs of 
something far greater to come which he would do for man, and that 
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was to take away the sin of the world and to make men children of 
God. It is especially here that his divinity was so absolutely 
necessary. No mere man could possibly take away the sin of the 
world and in principle make the world new through the pouring out 
on man of the Holy Spirit. At the threshold of his public ministry 
before he was publicly known, John the Baptist had revealed to some 
of his disciples our Lord’s mission. He was the Lamb of God who 
takes away the sin of the world and who baptises with the Holy 
Spirit. He had come to give man a share in the divine nature, making 
of him an adopted child of God. It is for this essential work that our 
Lord’s divinity would be so necessary. That is why so much hangs 
in the balance of the acceptance of his claims of being divine. Time 
and again during his public ministry our Lord showed that faith in 
him was the prelude to receiving from him his blessings. Likewise 
faith in his divinity, in his claim to be the Son of God and equal to 
the Father, is the prelude to receiving from him the blessings of 
salvation from sin and sanctification to holiness. Belief in Jesus as 
the Messiah and the Son of God is the door to redemption. 
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Let us day by day take our stand with Jesus and contemplate 
his person, his words and his claims. Let us draw near to him for, as 
he says, he is meek and humble of heart, and we shall find rest for 
our souls. He is at the centre of the universe and is its Lord. He is 
the Lord of lords and the King of kings, and of his Kingdom there 
will be no end. He is the Son of God made man, and it is he and he 
alone who takes us to the Father. Let us cleave to him and thus find 
life in his name. 
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Friday of the Second Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 66 (65):4 All the earth shall bow down before 
you, O God, and shall sing to you, shall sing to your name, O Most 
High! 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, who govern all things, both in 
heaven and on earth, mercifully hear the pleading of your people and 
bestow your peace on our times. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever 

Scripture today : Hebrews 8:6-13; Psalm 84; Mark 3:13-19 

Jesus went up on a mountainside and called to him those he wanted, 
and they came to him. He appointed twelve — designating them 
apostles — that they might be with him and that he might send them 
out to preach and to have authority to drive out demons. These are 
the twelve he appointed: Simon (to whom he gave the name Peter); 
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James son of Zebedee and his brother John (to them he gave the 
name Boanerges, which means Sons of Thunder); Andrew, Philip, 
Bartholomew, Matthew, Thomas, James son of Alphaeus, Thaddaeus, 
Simon the Zealot and Judas Iscariot, who betrayed him. 
(Mark 3:13-19) 

Christ and His Church There is the danger for the Christian of 
not appreciating the profoundly Jewish roots of his religion. The 
Jewish people are our elder brothers. This is not the moment to 
expatiate on the love that ought mark the relations between the 
Christian and the Jew, for our focus here is on the person of Jesus 
Christ. But it is the moment to remember that Jesus our Lord was 
Jewish. He was not a Roman. He was not a Greek. He was not a 
man of Gaul, nor a Briton, nor was he Germanic, nor Syrian, nor 
Egyptian, nor Persian. He was a Hebrew, a son of David, a son of 
Abraham, of the tribe of Judah. He was a descendant of Isaac and 
Jacob, and of Jacob’s son Judah. He undoubtedly had, we might say, 


classic Hebrew features and the build and stature of a Hebrew. 
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Though he was raised in Nazareth and spoke with a Galilean accent 
(we remember that Simon Peter was identified during the Passion 
presumably by his Galilean accent), Jesus was born in the town of his 
forefather, David. The Shroud of Turin shows forth a man of 
majesty in features and build, and one, I suspect, quintessentially 
Hebrew in its best sense. Just gaze on that face, so calm in death — 
or perhaps in rising to life. Observe the royal beauty of its 
proportions, the nobility of the forehead, eyes, nose and mouth! But 
Christ’s human mind and culture also was profoundly Hebraic, 
steeped in the inspired Scriptures and filled with the history of the 
chosen people. How he must have loved the chosen people and often 
thought of the patriarchs, the kings, the priests and the prophets — 
especially, perhaps, of the patriarchs and the prophets! After all, he, 
the second Person of the most holy Trinity, together with the Father 
and the Spirit, called this people and formed it. “Before Abraham 
ever was, I am,” he said to the leaders. “Abraham saw my day, and 
was glad,” he said again. All that he did as the redeeming Messiah 
would have had the Scriptures and God’s dealings with his people for 
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their backdrop. It is indisputable that being steeped in the Old 
Testament (as our Lord himself was) assists us to understand the 
Christ of the New. 

Let this be the context for our reading of the Gospel passage 
of today (Mark 3: 13-19). Our Lord goes up the side of “the 
mountain” — perhaps a large and extensive hillside overlooking the 
Sea of Galilee. He would have thought of the long centuries of 
God’s chosen people. Let us imagine his mind going back to the 
beginning with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. Let us imagine him with 
Jacob’s sons in mind, the twelve patriarchs. His mind passes from 
these beginnings to the long and all-too disappointing history of the 
twelve tribes of Israel. Abraham had been promised that through 
him the nations would be blessed. The prophets had foretold a new 
covenant, a new beginning. Now that new beginning had arrived in 
his own person, the person of Jesus Christ. There he stood on the 
mountain, the Man who embodied God himself. In him was the 
fullness of the godhead bodily. He also embodied the best and 
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noblest of his race, and now a new beginning was to be made in the 
story of salvation. So we read, “ Jesus went up on a mountainside 
and called to him those he wanted, and they came to him. He 
appointed twelve — designating them apostles — that they might be 
with him and that he might send them out to preach and to have 
authority to drive out demons .” Why twelve? Clearly because it was 
a new beginning. As Jacob — Israel — had summoned his twelve 
sons and constituted them patriarchs of the people to come, so Christ, 
the new Israel, was constituting certain of his disciples to be the new 
patriarchs of the people to come. He was laying the foundations of 
his Church. There were to be striking differences between the Old 
and the New. Jacob had entrusted his sons (the patriarchs, especially 
Judah), with their missions, but it could not compare with the 
mission being entrusted to the new patriarchs. These were 
“apostles,” his own envoys who were to be with him and who would 
be sent out to do as he was doing. They would preach and drive out 
the demons. It was a harbinger of the universal mission to come and 
the grace they would bring to the world. The new people were to be 
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missionary, and led as such by Christ’s patriarchs the Twelve, they 
would bring the Redeemer to the ends of the earth. 

The Church which Christ built has the twelve Apostles for its 
foundation. In this sense it is “apostolic.” It is also “apostolic” in 
that it shares in the mission entrusted to the Twelve. Its members 
share in that mission in diverse ways, depending on the vocation, the 
grace and the circumstances of their lives. The direct successors of 
the Twelve are the bishops, united with the successor of the Rock on 
which Christ built his Church. The Pope and bishops are the visible 
foundation, and in and through this Church we live in the person of 
Jesus Christ and have the mission to bring him to others. Jesus 
Christ is the rock of mankind, and it is his Church that brings him to 
the world. 
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Saturday of the Second Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 66 (65):4 All the earth shall bow down before 
you, O God, and shall sing to you, shall sing to your name, O Most 
High! 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, who govern all things, both in 
heaven and on earth, mercifully hear the pleading of your people and 
bestow your peace on our times. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever 

Scripture today : Hebrews 9:2-3.11-14; Psalm46; Mark3:20-21 

Jesus and his disciples came to a house and the multitude again 
gathered together such that they could not so much as catch a meal. 
When his relatives heard of it they set out to restrain him for they 
were saying, “He is out of his mind. ” (Mark 3:20-21) 
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The Zeal of Christ Every sentence of the Gospels reveals 
something of the Son of God made man. St Jerome once wrote that 
the one who is ignorant of the Scriptures is ignorant of Christ — a 
statement which certainly sets forth the spiritual power of the 
Scriptures, even though it must be remembered that an explicit 
reading of the Scriptures is not the only way to gain a knowledge of 
its content. Well then, let us consider our brief Gospel of today, 
consisting of a mere two verses. Christ and his disciples come to the 
house and are, we might say, besieged with the requests and 
importunity of the crowds. What led to this? It was not only our 
Lord’s evident power to aid them in their needs, but also his 
readiness and desire to assist them. His active love shone through in 
his deeds of mercy and it was this love that attracted them. We 
remember how shortly after our Lord called Levi (or Matthew) the 
tax collector to follow him, a banquet for our Lord was held in the 
house of Matthew. We read that many sinners and tax collectors 
were there too at the banquet. They were desirous of being with 


Jesus. What attracted them to him? His holiness and his love. He 
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loved them and they felt it. In our Gospel passage today (Mark 
3:20-21) the crowds were swarming the house because they wanted 
to make contact with Jesus. They could see that he loved them and 
was concerned for them, and that he could help them. Their presence 
and their pressing from all sides drew forth the response from our 
Lord of even more intense work and service of them. There was no 
stop to the work, and we read that they did not even have time to 
catch a bite to eat. We notice also the response of our Lord’s own 
relatives. They heard of his immense work and they set out to put a 
stop to it — perhaps they were concerned for his health. He is out of 
his mind, they were saying. Perhaps, too, it indicates the powerful 
impact our Lord was beginning to have because of his unceasing 
work and that of his disciples. 

There are other indications in the Gospels of our Lord’s zeal, 
utterly spending himself for the salvation of souls. We read how our 
Lord boarded the boat with his disciples and embarked on the Sea of 
Galilee to cross to the other side. A storm began and what a storm! 
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So great was the turbulence that the boat was in imminent danger of 
capsizing, and yet what of our Lord? He was fast asleep! All others 
in the boat were terrified at what was happening, and finally in 
desperation they awoke him with the question, did he not care? The 
point here is that despite this violent and tumultuous situation, our 
Lord was sound asleep. He was tired out beyond description. His 
all-consuming work left him in a profound sleep despite what was 
happening around him — and this was, from a human point of view, 
an outstanding man in his physical prime. It suggests to us how 
intensely given over to his mission our Lord was. Or again, we read 
in the Gospel of St John that once, when passing through Samaria 
with his disciples, our Lord stopped at the well while his disciples 
went on to buy something to eat. Why did he stay behind? He was 
profoundly weary. It indicates the degree of intensity of his 
unceasing work. Yet, weary as he was, he was ever on the look-out 
for opportunities to win souls. When the Samaritan woman came to 
the Well to fetch water, he drew her out and converted her, and that 
in turn led to the evangelization of many Samaritans of that village. 
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It all suggests that all that could have been done was done by our 
Lord. His “food” was to do the will of him who sent him. Yet 
despite his weariness, we read how our Lord would rise early and go 
out into the hills to pray to his heavenly Father, at times spending the 
whole night in prayer. Our Lord’s public life was a life of prayer and 
work and of drawing his disciples into such a life with him. They 
shared his friendship, they shared his life, they shared his ministry 
and they shared in his prayer. There were no half-measures with 
Christ, and he asked of his disciples that there be no half-measures 
with them too. 

Our Lord gave everything during his public ministry, and 
finally he gave everything in his Passion and his Death. In the 
Eucharist he gives everything in giving us himself. St Paul writes 
that in Christ we receive every heavenly blessing. He gives us his 
whole self in the Eucharist and he invites us to give our whole selves 
to him. Let us learn from the total dedication of Christ to be totally 
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dedicated ourselves, dedicated in love to him and, in union with him, 
to others. 
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Third Sunday of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 96 (95): 1, 6 O sing a new song to the 
Lord; sing to the Lord, all the earth. In his presence are majesty and 
splendour, strength and honour in his holy place. 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, direct our actions according to 
your good pleasure, that in the name of your beloved Son we may 
abound in good works. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Isaiah 8:23—9:3; Psalm 27:1, 4, 13-14; 

1 Corinthians 1:10-13, 17; Matthew 4:12-23 

When Jesus had heard that John was arrested, he retired into 
Galilee. Leaving the town of Nazareth he came and dwelt in 
Capharnaum on the sea coast, in the borders of Zabulon and 
Nephthalim. Thus was fulfilled the prophecy of Isaiah, “Land of 
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Zabulon and land of Nephthalim, the way of the sea beyond the 
Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles: The people who sat in darkness has 
seen great light, and to those who dwelt in the shadow of death light 
has dawned. ” From that point Jesus began to preach and to say, 
"Repent for the kingdom of heaven is at hand. ” As Jesus walked by 
the sea of Galilee he saw two brothers, Simon who is called Peter, 
and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea (for they were 
fishermen). He said to them, “Come after me, and I will make you 
fishers of men. ” Immediately leaving their nets they followed him. 
Going on from there he saw two other brothers, James the son of 
Zebedee and John his brother, in a boat with Zebedee their father 
mending their nets. He called them, and they immediately left their 
nets and father and followed him. Jesus went about all Galilee 
teaching in their synagogues and preaching the gospel of the 
kingdom. He healed all manner of sickness and every infirmity 
among the people. (Matthew 4:12-23) 
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The Light of Life The prelude of our Lord’s activities in our 
Gospel passage today is the violent cutting short by Herod of the 
public work of John the Baptist. John was a great prophet and the 
people held him to be such. Our Lord told his disciples at a later date 
that John was the Elijah whom the Scriptures predicted would come 
again. We remember how Elijah appointed his successor who 
received a double portion of his spirit, Elisha. Elisha went on to 
preach the word of God and to work miracles (2 Kings 2). We see 
something of this pattern of one prophet leading to the next in our 
Lord taking over from John after John’s arrest. But great as John 
was, now there appeared a Light beyond compare outclassing John in 
every respect. Matthew already (in chapter 2:2) had stated that John 
was the man Isaiah referred to when he prophesied a voice in the 
wilderness calling all to prepare a way for the Lord. In our passage 
today (ch.4) Matthew quotes Isaiah again in speaking of Jesus to 
whom John had borne witness. Jesus is the great Light the prophet 
had spoken of who would dispel the shadows of death. “TTze people 
who sat in darkness has seen great light, and to those who dwelt in 
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the shadow of death light has dawned .” That light brought life where 
there had been death. The tree-sapling growing deep in the darkness 
of the valley reaches up to the light so as to live and grow. In like 
manner, Christ’s light gives life. Matthew’s reference to Isaiah 
reminds us of the words of St John about Christ in the prologue of 
his Gospel. John tells us that “ all that came to be had life in him and 
that life was the light of men, a light that shines in the dark, a light 
that darkness could not overcome ” (John 1:4-5). Christ appeared 
among men as a great light, the greatest Light God had given to his 
people, and Jesus himself knew and stated that he was the greatest 
light to come to man. He claimed to be the light of the world and 
that the man who refuses to live by his light lives in the darkness, a 
darkness leading to death. So our Gospel today makes clear that two 
great things come from Christ. Firstly, he is the light of men and that 
light is present in his teaching. That light continues to shine in the 
Church’s teaching and preaching. Secondly, he is also the life of 
men, and that life , present in his miracles of healing, continues to 
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vivify us in the Church’s sacraments. By our union with Christ we 
possess his light and his life dispelling darkness and death. 

St Matthew tells us that our Lord began his public ministry in 
a serious sense in Galilee after the sudden demise of John at the 
hands of Herod. It signaled our Lord’s specific mission which was to 
the lost sheep of the House of Israel. But our passage today portrays 
our Lord actively seeking disciples who would share in his mission. 
This does not seem to be characteristic of the prophets before our 
Lord. They did not actively seek disciples who would share in their 
mission and become a force in their society and world, in concert 
with them. But our Lord did. “ He said to them, ‘Come after me, and 
/ will make you fishers of mend Immediately leaving their nets they 
followed him. Going on from there he saw two other brothers, James 
the son ofZebedee and John his brother, in a boat with Zebedee their 
father mending their nets. He called them, and they immediately left 
their nets and father and followed him ” (Matthew 4:12-23). This in 
turn points to the future mission of Christ and his Church to the 
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world. Christ’s personal mission during his public ministry was to 
Israel, the Israel of Galilee and Judea, allowing for brief excursions 
beyond — such as to Samaria and the Decapolis. But this great 
Light that had suddenly appeared was not to be a Light for the 
chosen people alone. We remember how, in the book of Genesis, 
Abraham had been told that through him all the families of the earth 
would be blessed. Christ is that blessing, the great blessing for the 
children of Abraham in the flesh and the great blessing to all of 
Abraham’s children in the faith. Abraham, St Paul writes, is our 
father in the faith, and the faith which is his legacy is our faith in the 
one God and in Jesus Christ his divine Son. The blessing by which 
through him all the nations can be blessed is Jesus Christ. We 
remember St Paul’s words that in Christ is found every heavenly 
blessing, and this heavenly blessing which is Christ is brought to the 
world through the Church, founded on the Apostles whom our Lord 
is calling in our Gospel passage today. So then, our Gospel passage 
today sets forth the person of Jesus and his Church. The Church’s 
treasure is Jesus, and her mission is to bring Jesus the Light to the 
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world, and through this Light which is Christ the world may find life 
in his name. 

The kingdom of God which our Lord proclaimed as being 
near is nothing other than the lordship of God over the hearts of men. 
This lordship is brought about by means of union with Jesus and 
sharing in his life by the gift of the Holy Spirit. Christ is the blessing 
of God to mankind, and membership in his Church is the divinely 
intended path to gain access to this all-important blessing. The 
Church and all her children have the calling to bring Christ, the 
Church’s treasure, to all. It is in this way that the Kingdom of God 
will come. Let us entrust ourselves entirely to Jesus and take our 
stand among his disciples whom in today’s Gospel he calls to share 
his mission. 
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Monday of the Third Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 96 (95): 1, 6 O sing a new song to the 
Lord; sing to the Lord, all the earth. In his presence are majesty and 
splendour, strength and honour in his holy place. 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, direct our actions according to 
your good pleasure, that in the name of your beloved Son we may 
abound in good works. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Hebrews 9:15.24-28; Psalm 98:1,2 3ab,3cd 4,5 6; 

Mark 3:22-30 

The scribes who had come down from Jerusalem said, “He has 
Beelzebub, and by the prince of devils he casts out devils. ” When he 
had called them together he said to them in parables, “How can 
Satan cast out Satan ? If a kingdom be divided against itself that 
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kingdom cannot stand. If a house be divided against itself that house 
cannot stand either. If Satan rises up against himself he is divided 
and cannot stand. He is coming to an end. No man can enter into 
the house of a strong man and rob him of his goods unless he first 
bind the strong man. Then he will plunder his house. Amen I say to 
you that cdl sins will be forgiven men, and their blasphemies. But the 
one who blasphemes against the Holy Spirit will never receive 
forgiveness but will guilty of an everlasting sin. ” He taught this 
because they said, “He has an unclean spirit. ” (Mark 3:22-30) 

Blasphemy Against the Spirit There are various ways of 
approaching the reading and the study of history. One way is 
through biography, which is to say through the study of individuals 
and their impact on the course of events. Whether it be in relation to 
politics, economics, religion, philosophy or ecclesiastical events, 
such an approach would analyse the issues primarily (though not 
exclusively) through the prism of the individuals who were involved. 
Taking the history of the Church, for instance, this approach would 
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emphasise the study of individuals — say, the saints — and their 
impact on the course of the Church’s history. An interesting 
corollary is the study of those who consciously reject Christian 
dogma and their influence on, say, church history. Let us take an 
example, say, the nineteenth century Anglican Oxford Movement, at 
the forefront of which was John Henry Newman (now beatified). 
Now, one of Newman’s acquaintances was Blanco White, an 
ex-Catholic priest who had abandoned Catholicism and who, during 
his acquaintance with Newman at Oxford, gradually abandoned his 
acceptance of the doctrines of the Incarnation and the Trinity and 
died a Unitarian. He was sincere but spiritually blind. I mention the 
case of Blanco White only in passing, for we cannot possibly judge 
what was the state of his heart, nor can we of any particular 
individual. Individuals such as this prompt us to think of the 
rejection of Christ and his claims in the course of history. It also 
prompts us to think of sins against the light. Our Lord speaks with 
great solemnity of this in our Gospel passage today. The setting is 
the response of the scribes to our Lord’s driving out of the devils. 
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The scribes accused him of being in league with Satan. He was, they 
murmured, casting out demons with Satan’s power in order to gain a 
spiritual ascendancy over God’s people, and all in Satan’s interest. 
Though it was evident to all that Christ was being led by the Spirit of 
God in the way the prophets had been before, and was driving out 
Satan by the power of the Holy Spirit, they deliberately chose to 
name the spirit leading him as being none other than Satan. Let us 
consider Christ’s response to this sin against the light. 

Our Lord summons them together and begins by refuting the 
charge on grounds of mere common sense. How could Satan be so 
inept in his strategy? Is he directing one person — Jesus himself — 
to destroy various elements of his own forces, all the while expecting 
to gain the victory? If one kingdom advances against another and as 
part of the strategy allows its greatest officer to turn on and attack its 
own troops with devastating effect, will not that kingdom be thus 
weakened and fall? Their argument is absurd. Incidentally, implied 
in this refutation by our Lord is the indication that Satan is indeed 
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intelligent and that he is organized in his resources and in his 
methods. But of course he is no match for Christ. Our Lord then 
goes on to deliver a terrifying warning to those who deliberately 
resist the light. “ Amen I say to you that all sins will he forgiven men, 
and their blasphemies. But the one who blasphemes against the Holy 
Spirit will never receive forgiveness but will guilty of an everlasting 
sin.’’'’ He taught this because they said, “He has an unclean spirit’’ 
(Mark 3:22-30). The implication of our Lord’s words is that at least 
some of the scribes were setting themselves so knowingly against the 
Holy Spirit as to place themselves out of the reach of grace 
altogether. They were, despite what was most clear to all including 
themselves, accusing Christ of being inhabited by a demon. They 
were in effect in danger of deliberately accusing the Holy Spirit of 
being bad, of being wicked. Our Lord warns that such a person 
reviles and blasphemes the Holy Spirit. More ominously, he says 
that a person who blasphemes the Spirit of God is guilty of an eternal 
sin. Just as the conscience of man is able to wield its influence for 


good because man knows that his conscience is good, so too if the 
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Holy Spirit is to exercise his power and influence a person must 
recognize that he, the Spirit of God, is supremely good. He is the 
Spirit of Christ and of God. Deliberately to call him wicked is to 
place oneself beyond his influence. It all indicates the mystery of 
evil and of how the gift of free will can be put to tragic and utter 
misuse, with eternal consequences. 

Let us understand that the worst thing that man can do is to 
commit sin. If we sin then we must immediately repent. To repent 
requires the grace and help of the Holy Spirit. Let us profoundly 
reverence the Holy Spirit. He is the one who sanctifies us and in 
whom is our hope. Let us treasure the light that he sends us and be 
faithful to it, understanding that if we are faithful to the light we are 
given then more still will be given. 
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Tuesday of the Third Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 96 (95): 1, 6 O sing a new song to the 
Lord; sing to the Lord, all the earth. In his presence are majesty and 
splendour, strength and honour in his holy place. 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, direct our actions according to 
your good pleasure, that in the name of your beloved Son we may 
abound in good works. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Hebrews 10:1-10; Psalm 40:2 and 4ab,7-8a,10, 11; 
Mark 3:31-35 

The mother of Jesus and his brethren came. Standing outside they 
sent for him. Many were sitting before him, and they told him, 
"Behold your mother and your brethren outside are looking for you. 
Answering them he said, “Who is my mother and my brethren? And 
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looking round on those who sat about him, he said "Behold my 
mother and my brethren. For whoever does the will of God, he is my 
brother, and my sister, and mother. (Mark 3:31-35) 

The Family of Christ If one grants the Christian claim and dogma 
that Jesus of Nazareth was God — the Son of God made man — then 
it is surely a source of unending fascination to think of him dwelling 
among men. Particularly wondrous is the phenomenon of the Second 
Person of the Blessed Trinity being a member of a human family, 
with a true mother and a foster-father, living a humble and ordinary 
life those thirty years at Nazareth. The God of might lived as a 
member of an obscure family in a backwater village which was not 
even looked on very highly by its neighbours. We know of this 
meagre reputation Nazareth had from the response of Nathanael (in 
the Gospel of St John) to Philip’s telling him about Jesus of 
Nazareth. The point I wish to make, though, is that God took the 
Incarnation seriously in that he became as all men are except for sin. 
He became a member of a family, a member of a wider circle of 
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relatives, a member of a clan. That he was a good member truly 
immersed in his family relationships is shown in our Gospel today 
when, as the text says, "'His mother and brothers came. Standing 
outside they sent for him. Many were sitting before him, and they 
told him, 'Behold your mother and your brethren outside are looking 
for you ’. ” They were on easy and familiar terms with him and 
despite his unique moral qualities and his growing position in the life 
of the people, they felt quite free to come and summon him to their 
company. This detail says much for the reality and the scale of the 
Incarnation. God became man in every sense except for man’s 
condition of being sinful. It is a wholesome and instructive thought 
to ponder on our Lord’s life during all those years at Nazareth: thirty 
of his thirty-three years. Just as family is fundamental and central to 
the individual, and to the life of the community, so too family must 
have been fundamental to our Lord, humanly speaking. 

But there was to be a wider and far greater family of Jesus, 
and our Lord’s words in today’s Gospel allude to it. We read that, 
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“Answering them he said, ‘Who is my mother and my brethren? ’ And 
looking round on those who sat about him, he said ‘Behold my 
mother and my brethren. For whoever does the will of God, he is my 
brother, and my sister, and mother”’ (Mark 3:31-35). Christ our 
Lord was establishing his new family, and those who sat before him 
as his disciples were on the way to being members of it. Yahweh 
God had established his chosen people as his family. The covenant 
he had with them was a family covenant. The prophets described 
Yahweh as a Husband, the Husband of his people. His people was 
his bride, his spouse. It has also been suggested by some scholars 
that the word “Yahweh” not only means “I am”, but includes in this 
brief phrase the promise to abide with his people: “I am (as the One 
always there with you)”. It suggests the fidelity and presence of the 
Bridegroom. Israel was his spouse. In other contexts, Israel his 
people is regarded as Yahweh’s son, his child. For example, he 
called Israel his “child” out of Egypt. The point in all of this is that 
in the Old Testament God regarded his chosen people as his family. 
But now with the coming of Christ a new and far loftier family was 
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being established and its grandeur derived from the presence of 
Christ and the gift of the Holy Spirit. The Church is God’s family 
and Christ is our brother. The covenant whereby this new family 
comes into being is the new covenant in the blood of Christ. Each 
member of the Church is a brother to Christ through faith and 
baptism, and through a life of obedience to God. “ Whoever does the 
will of God is my brother and sister and mother.'’’ The exemplar for 
all the brothers and sisters of Christ is his own Mother whose life 
was summed up in her words to the Angel, “ Be it done unto me 
according to your word." 

As we look out on the world and the sky and stars we cannot 
but be awestruck at what the Creator must be like to hold all that we 
see in constant existence. He is the God of heaven and earth, above 
us in a manner far beyond imagining. And yet, he became man and 
as our brother lay down his life that we might share in his life. Let us 
live every day in such a way that Jesus will look on us and say to 
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those around him, behold my brother, my sister, for whoever does the 
will of God, he is my mother and my sister and my brother. 
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Wednesday of the Third Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 96 (95): 1, 6 O sing a new song to the 
Lord; sing to the Lord, all the earth. In his presence are majesty and 
splendour, strength and honour in his holy place. 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, direct our actions according to 
your good pleasure, that in the name of your beloved Son we may 
abound in good works. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Hebrews 10:11-18; Ps. 110:1, 2, 3, 4; Mark 4:1-20 

Jesus again began to teach by the sea side, and a great multitude 
gathered before him so he boarded a boat and sat there on the Lake. 
The whole concourse stood on the land by the shore. He taught them 
many things in parables, and said to them: “Listen. Behold, a sower 
went out to sow. While he sowed some seed fell by the wayside and 
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the birds of the air came and ate it up. Others fell upon stony ground 
where it had little soil and it shot up immediately because it had no 
depth of earth. When the sun rose it was scorched and because it 
had no root it withered away. Some fell among thorns and the thorns 
grew up and choked it and it yielded no fruit. Some fell upon good 
ground and produced a crop that grew, increased and gave its yield, 
one thirty, another sixty, and another a hundred. ” He then said, “He 
that has ears to hear, let him hear. ” When he was alone the twelve 
who were with him asked him about the parable. He said to them, 
“To you it is given to know the mystery of the kingdom of God. But 
to those outside all is explained in parables in order that seeing they 
may see and not perceive and hearing they may hear and not 
understand, lest at any time they should be converted and their sins 
forgiven them. He said to them, “Are you ignorant of this parable? 
How shall you know the other parables? He that sows, is the sower 
of the word. Those by the wayside are those whom, upon hearing the 
word that was sown, Satan immediately approaches and deprives of 
the word that was sown in their hearts. Similarly the seed sown on 
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stony ground are those who when they have heard the word, 
immediately receive it with joy. But they have no root in them and 
last only for a time. When tribulation and persecution arises on 
account of the word they stumble. Others there are who are sown 
among thorns. These are they who hear the word, but the cares of 
the world and the deceitfulness of riches and the lusts after other 
things enter in and choke the word, and it is made fruitless. The ones 
who are sown on good soil are those who hear the word and receive 
it. They yield fruit, one thirty, another sixty, and another a 
hundredfold. ” (Mark 4:1-20) 

The Human Heart What must have been the thoughts filling the 
heart of our Lord as the crowds sought to be with him? We are told 
of his immense compassion and of how power continually went forth 
from him. But our Lord had no illusions about the crowds as such. 
In our Gospel passage today we are told that the numbers were so 
great and importunate that he chose to move out from the shore and 
teach them from the water. He sat in the boat and spoke from there, 



1127 


gazing on the people whom on another occasion he said were like 
sheep without a shepherd. As he spoke his eyes roved among the 
people, observing persons of all ages and various walks of life. Our 
Lord did not look on people as simply members of a crowd. He, we 
are told elsewhere in St John’s Gospel, knew their hearts. So what 
do we find him speaking of? He is speaking of the attitude of those 
who listen to his word. Very many do not listen with the attitude that 
is necessary for what he is saying to have its effect. He is trying to 
alert the crowd to the change of heart they must undergo as they 
listen to him. He uses a parallel from their everyday life drawn from 
their work in the fields. Some are hard of heart and his word will not 
penetrate at all. They are like the seed that falls on the path and the 
birds take it away. What our Lord is saying to them gets nowhere at 
all. Others are like the seed that gets a happy reception initially, but 
there is no depth to them. Come a little difficulty, and it is gone. 
Others are filled with other interests and cares, such as their income, 
their possessions, their worries and ambitions. With them, what our 
Lord is speaking of in his discourses does not have a chance. It is 
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choked out of life. But there are some among the crowd who will do 
well with what our Lord is saying. They will do well because they 
will truly receive the word into their hearts and retain it, allowing it 
to germinate and bear fruit. They hang on to what our Lord is telling 
them. They treasure it in their hearts and because of their readiness, 
their appreciation, their inner freedom to appropriate it, it flowers in 
the results which God intends. 

We observe that our Lord deliberately spoke to them only 
suggestively. He was not explicit in his description of their 
dispositions. He told a story and let it stand without its explanation, 
hoping that the crowd would ponder on it and grasp its point. Why 
did he do this? He explained to his Apostles that he did this because 
basically they were unwilling to accept the light. ‘To you it is given 
to know the mystery of the kingdom of God. But to those outside all 
is explained in parables in order that seeing they may see and not 
perceive and hearing they may hear and not understand, lest at any 
time they should be converted and their sins forgiven them ” (Mark 
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4:1-20). They were blind to their own unwillingness. It was an 
unwillingness to convert from their sins and hardheartedness, and so 
have their sins forgiven them. In this way our Lord reveals man’s 
basic problem, and the problem facing all those who hear the 
proclamation of the Good News of Christ. That problem is the 
condition of their own hearts, the lack of readiness to turn away from 
sin and believe what Christ has revealed. They are not ready because 
they do not want it — all the while, perhaps, not realizing it. The sin 
that is in their hearts is at times before them and at times somewhat 
hidden to them, but it is due to their own fault. They are unwilling to 
recognize and turn away from their sins and be converted. It is this 
attitude and stance of the will which our Lord saw in the crowds who 
converged on him and who pressed about him. As already 
mentioned, St John in his Gospel tells us that our Lord could read the 
hearts of all, and here in our Gospel passage today our Lord is 
speaking of the hearts of those in the crowds before him. It was 
precisely because of the condition of their hearts that he spoke here 
to them in parables. We are all thus warned. It is so very difficult to 
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be alive to the starting points and assumptions that pervade our 
hearts, let alone to set them right. We ought ask the Holy Spirit to 
make us truly ready for the word of Christ. 

Our vocation in life is not merely to be very good people, 
which the natural conscience presses upon every man and woman. 
No, we are called to the holiness that Christ came to offer us through 
the gift of the Holy Spirit. But we must on our part be the good soil 
of our Lord’s parable. This means having the readiness to receive 
wholeheartedly the word and teaching of Christ which, generation 
after generation, comes in and through the word and teaching of the 
Church he founded on the Apostles with Peter at their head. That 
readiness is a gift of the Holy Spirit — and for this reason our Lord 
tells his Apostles in our Gospel passage that to them it has been 
given. Let us pray to the Spirit of God asking that this grace be 
given to us too — and then let us be faithful to it. 
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Thursday of the Third Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 96 (95): 1, 6 O sing a new song to the 
Lord; sing to the Lord, all the earth. In his presence are majesty and 
splendour, strength and honour in his holy place. 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, direct our actions according to 
your good pleasure, that in the name of your beloved Son we may 
abound in good works. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Hebrews 10:19-25; Psalm 24:1-2, 3-4ab, 5-6; 
Mark 4:21-25 

Jesus said to them, “Does anyone put a candle under a bushel or 
under a bed? Does he not put it on a candlestick? For there is 
nothing hidden which shall not be made manifest, nor made secret 
which shall not be manifested. Those who can hear, let him hear. ” 
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Jesus said to them, "Take heed what you hear. In the measure you 
meet out, so shall it be measured to you again and more besides. 
For to the one who has it shall be given. From the one who has not, 
even what he has will be taken away from him. ” (Mark 4:21-25) 

The Judgment I invite you to count the number of times in the 
Gospels in which Christ alludes either directly or indirectly to the 
judgment of God on each person. There are many such allusions. 
There used to be a glib generalization which stated that while the Old 
Testament stresses the wrath and judgment of God, the New stresses 
his love. Now, while the great doctrine of the New Testament is 
indeed that God is love, it is a great error to think that the judgment 
of God on unrepentant sinners is underplayed. Indeed, the divine 
judgment is emphasised far more in the New Testament because far 
more is revealed of its eternal consequences. My impression is that 
many Jews do not derive from their reading of what Christians call 
the Old Testament much clear knowledge of the awesome results of 
the judgment of God following death. The doctrine of an eternity in 



1133 


either heaven or hell is not to them an indisputable revelation of the 
Old Testament. The Sadducees did not believe in the resurrection 
from the dead - because of their reading of the Torah. I think one 
can say that generally, Jewish traditions do not accept an eternal hell 
following the divine judgment on the one who dies in a state of 
unrepentant mortal sin. Punishment is basically temporary. 
Whatever of this important difference of dogmatic view, there is no 
question that Christ stressed the ominous nature of God’s judgment 
on sin and also his judgment on the one who perseveres in the good. 
He keeps it before his audience because of its importance for each of 
us, and his words are unmistakable: “ there is nothing hidden which 
shall not be made manifest, nor made secret which shall not be 
manifested. Those who can hear, let him hear.” He continues in the 
same vein. “ Take heed what you hear. In the measure you meet out, 
so shall it be measured to you again and more besides. For to the 
one who has it will be given. From the one who has not, even what 
he has will be taken away from him ” (Mark 4:21-25). 
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Cardinal Newman (now beatified), who was perhaps the 
foremost religious mind of nineteenth century Britain, spent a lot of 
time and thought endeavouring to make more acceptable to the 
modern mind the doctrine of an eternal hell. One thing he did 
maintain was that the first principle of religion is the thought of a 
judgement as it operates in the feeling of a conscience, especially the 
guilty conscience. A person feels guilty at the thought of the wrong 
he has done, and the element within that feeling that will turn him to 
religion is the thought that God will judge his deeds. It adds to his 
fears and it makes the thought of God more vivid. God bears down 
on him the more because of his perceived displeasure and threats. If 
this doctrine is lost sight of then God may be lost sight of in the 
midst of a trail of sins and neglect. Of course, Newman did not say 
that the thought of the divine judgment is the beginning and the end 
of religion, but he did say that in general it is the beginning of it. 
Such a view could be debated — especially in the light of 
comparative and indigenous religions — but at least it throws into 
full view the importance of it and the reason why Christ revealed it 
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and then stressed it so very often. We must not lose sight of God’s 
judgment, for it is a holy and wholesome thought that can keep us 
from sin and from religious neglect. In our gospel passage today our 
Lord tells us that faith and our deeds will merit their deserts, and that 
“to the one who has,” the more will be given. From the one who has 
not — that is, who lacks in faith and good deeds and merits — what 
he has will be taken from him. The saints urged on all Christians that 
they keep before them the thought of the last things. Those last 
things are death, the judgment of God that follows on our death, and 
then either heaven or hell for ever. Those judged worthy of a place 
in heaven will, of course, very likely need further purification from 
sin in Purgatory prior to their definitive admission to the presence of 
the all-holy God forever and ever. 

Most persons who can, try to prepare for the future. The 
young student is continually preparing for his future. The 
breadwinner is preparing for the future of his family. Perhaps most 
of the work of a government is to prepare for the country’s future. 
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Our Lord has told us of our future beyond the grave and how to 
prepare for it. Let’s prepare for it, then. Christ is our Way and our 
Life. If we abide in him here in this life we shall abide with him 
forever in heaven. 
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Friday of the Third Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 96 (95): 1, 6 O sing a new song to the 
Lord; sing to the Lord, all the earth. In his presence are majesty and 
splendour, strength and honour in his holy place. 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, direct our actions according to 
your good pleasure, that in the name of your beloved Son we may 
abound in good works. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Hebrews 10:32-39; Psalm 37:3 4,5 6,23 24,39 40; 
Mark 4:26-34 

Jesus also said, This is what the kingdom of God is like. A man 
scatters seed on the ground. Night and day, whether he sleeps or 
gets up, the seed sprouts and grows, though he does not know how. 
All by itself the soil produces corn—first the stalk, then the ear, then 
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the full grain in the ear. As soon as the grain is ripe, he puts the 
sickle to it, because the harvest has come. Again he said, What shall 
we say the kingdom of God is like, or what parable shall we use to 
describe it? It is like a mustard seed, which is the smallest seed you 
plant in the ground. Yet when planted, it grows and becomes the 
largest of cdl garden plants, with such big branches that the birds of 
the air can perch in its shade. With many similar parables Jesus 
spoke the word to them, as much as they could understand. He did 
not say anything to them without using a parable. But when he was 
alone with his own disciples, he explained everything. (Mark 4:26- 
34) 

The Parables Everyone who has some knowledge of the figure of 
Jesus Christ — especially considered as Teacher — knows that he 
made special and extensive use of the parable. The parable is a brief 
story which illustrates a religious teaching. It is concrete and 
pictorial, gaining the attention of the whole man — mind, heart and 
imagination — and not just of his intellect. Christ’s employment of 
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parables is part and parcel of his Incarnation. Had God chosen a 

different people to be his own, and therefore had the promised 

Messiah been of a different race, the method of his teaching may 

well have been different. Had the Messiah been a Greek, his 

discourses may have been much more abstract in expression. Had he 
been an Egyptian, or a Roman, or a Persian, his mode of teaching 
would have had characteristics of those peoples. Jesus Christ was a 
Hebrew, and his human intellect and imagination was therefore 
Hebraic. As man he thought very concretely, and this, we might say, 
was surely the most successful way to teach — with concrete 
imagery. There is this to be mentioned too, that if we compare the 
teachings of Jesus Christ as they are presented in the Gospels, with 
the teachings of the prophets before him, are not those of Jesus Christ 
outstanding in their clarity? In large measure this is due to his use of 
the parable. There is no prophet in the Scriptures who used the 
parable so extensively as Jesus Christ. As a result, while the Gospels 
are the most important part of the entire corpus of inspired writing, 
they are perhaps the clearest. The most educated read them, as do 



1140 


those of very limited education. However, one result of this clarity, 
this concreteness and use of everyday imagery and story, is that we 
can easily deceive ourselves into thinking that we have plumbed the 
parable more or less to its depths at a mere several readings. But no. 
We ought remember who it is who devised the parable in question, 
and how constantly we ought be returning to it for fresh insight and 
inspiration. We ought love the imagery used by Jesus Christ and 
make our home in it. 

Let this be a broad introduction to the simple parables of 
today’s Gospel passage. All through the Gospels we see that our 
Lord is speaking of the “Kingdom of God.” This “Kingdom” is 
God’s rule. It is his lordship, his dominion. Christ’s announcement 
is that it is nigh, near at the gates. He will show that it is present in 
his person, for he is himself both divine and entirely subject to the 
divine. He is himself God, and at the same time he is the Son. The 
goal of our Lord’s preaching is to invite all to strive to enter the 
Kingdom, which is to say to submit to the plan and will of God as it 
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reveals itself in the new dispensation announced by Jesus Christ. We 
enter this divine Kingdom by entering into a personal relationship 
with Jesus Christ, a relationship that is both loving and obedient. 
The greater our relationship in love with Jesus Christ, the deeper will 
be our entry into the Kingdom of God. The task of life is, as St Paul 
repeatedly puts it, to be “in Christ.” If we are “in Christ,” we shall 
keep his commandments, and this will be the sign that we love him 
and the Father. Now, what is it like to enter into the Kingdom of 
God in this way? To begin with, it is not a sudden business. It takes 
time. It is a gradual process of improvement and repentance. We 
read that “This is what the kingdom of God is like. A man scatters 
seed on the ground. Night and day, whether he sleeps or gets up, 
the seed sprouts and grows, though he does not know how. All by 
itself the soil produces corn- first the stalk, then the ear, then the full 
grain in the ear. As soon as the grain is ripe, he puts the sickle to it, 
because the harvest has come.'’’’ So the grace of God is at work 
constantly, and this is the secret behind the holiness of the saints. 
Again, it is like the mustard seed that grows without being noticed. 
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We must be patient and persevering, and rely on the power of grace 
that is constantly working. This work, the work of holiness and entry 
into the Kingdom of God, is the work of our lifetime, however short 
or long it may be. 

Let us take to heart the imagery of this parable. I once heard 
of a debate over the relative merits of literature and philosophy. It 
was claimed by the literary man that it is through literature that one 
best proceeds towards the truth. Be that as it may, there is no doubt 
that Christ characteristically expressed himself in the mode of 
literature rather than of philosophy. He preferred the story, the 
allegory, the pictorial maxim, to abstract discourse. It means that his 
message is accessible to the best and the poorest, to all ages and 
peoples. Let us contemplate the Kingdom by means of his images. 
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Saturday of the Third Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 96 (95): 1, 6 O sing a new song to the 
Lord; sing to the Lord, all the earth. In his presence are majesty and 
splendour, strength and honour in his holy place. 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, direct our actions according to 
your good pleasure, that in the name of your beloved Son we may 
abound in good works. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Heb. 11:1-2.8-19; Ps.: Luke 1:69 70,71 72,73 75; 
Mark 4:35-41 

That day when evening came, he said to his disciples, Let us go over 
to the other side. Leaving the crowd behind, they took him along, 
just as he was, in the boat. There were also other boats with him. A 
furious squcdl came up, and the waves broke over the boat, so that it 
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was nearly swamped. Jesus was in the stern, sleeping on a cushion. 
The disciples woke him and said to him, Teacher, don 7 you care if 
we perish? He got up, rebuked the wind and said to the waves, 
Quiet! Be still! Then the wind died down and it was completely 
calm. He said to his disciples, Why are you so afraid? Do you still 
have no faith ? They were terrified and asked each other, Who is 
this? Even the wind and the waves obey him! (Mark 4:35-41) 

Trust Our Gospel scene today may be said to encapsulate much 
of the history of mankind. The day has been full of work. We are 
told at the beginning of the chapter that Jesus “ began to teach by the 
shore, and there was gathered before him a great multitude ,” 
requiring that he get into a boat and teach from a little out from the 
shore. Sample parables are given of his teaching — such as the one 
portraying the sower going out to sow and describing the different 
soils that received his seed. The implication is that our Lord taught 
for hours that day, for we are told that it was “ when evening came ” 
that he sent the crowds away. Then, as if to emphasise our Lord’s 
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weariness, it is the disciples who “ took him even as he was to the 
boat They managed the departure for him, and before long, our 
Lord was fast asleep in the boat. He was physically exhausted, while 
utterly in the hands of his heavenly Father. We can surely see this 
labour and this exhaustion of the Son of God made man as a picture 
of man at work, the man of history, mankind in his toil. Man is born 
into this life for work, and that is exactly what our Lord had been 
doing. His disciples had also been working in the assistance of their 
Master, and they undoubtedly did all they could to enable him to rest 
while they managed the large boat across the Lake. They themselves 
were now at work, steering the vessel across the broad Sea of 
Galilee. But then we see a second feature of human history. Man 
works and he suffers tribulation. He undergoes reversals and, not 
uncommonly, tragedies. In view of the storms that are recorded in 
the Gospels, one wonders how often there were fatal mishaps and 
loss of life among Galilean fishermen. In our scene today the 
disciples believed they were in danger of drowning. “A furious 
squall came up, and the waves broke over the boat, so that it was 
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nearly swamped. Jesus was in the stern, sleeping on a cushion. The 
disciples woke him and said to him, Teacher, don 7 you care if we 
perish?” (Mark 4: 35-41). In the midst of this crisis, there was no 
word from our Lord. He was in profound repose, and the striking 
calmness of his sleep is suggested by his disciples’ reproach: “ do you 
not care if we perish ?” 

Time and time again in human tragedies, there seems to be no 
word from God. He seems to be asleep, calmly asleep in the midst of 
terrible crises. When our Lord was roused and at a word calmed the 
storm, he said to his disciples, “Why are you so afraid? Do you still 
have no faith ?” He was reproaching them, not for failing to have 
faith in him after he calmed the storm, but for failing in faith while 
he was asleep. They failed in faith when the crisis was at its height. 
Our Lord did not get to his feet and apologise to them that a crisis 
was allowed to occur, or assure them that he understood their alarm. 
Such a crisis could easily happen, for they were out on the Sea. 
Many crises in life can and will occur. A fine young girl from an 



1147 


excellent family, having had an excellent upbringing, and herself 
having certain admirable qualities, marries and embarks on her new 
life as wife, mother and homemaker. Gradually, her husband shows 
his true qualities. He is very selfish and thoughtless. He abandons 
the practice of his Christian Faith and is of little use in the upbringing 
of the children. She is more and more alone in fulfilling the duties of 
her life. There is one storm after another, but she is faithful. She 
prays and prays, but the husband does not change. God seems to be 
asleep in the midst of the storms, despite her appeals and her saying 
to him, “Do you not care that I am going down?” But she remains 
faithful. She continues to pray, too. At the end of her long life she 
has the joy of seeing her husband return to a responsible and 
Christian life. God has not been asleep, and she did not fail in faith. 
The disciples rouse our Lord from his sleep — as was good and 
natural — but our Lord implies that they should have had faith in 
him all along, even though he was asleep. That is to say, no matter 
what the tribulation, and no matter what its upshot, faith in God is an 
obligation. Our Lord himself would face the greatest possible 
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tribulations and not be saved from them. “ Father! Let this cup pass 
from me," he would pray in the Garden, "hut not as I, but as you 
will 7” The Father wished him to pass through the storm and, indeed, 
to drown. But all would be well, and he was raised up to his very 
right hand. 

Man works, and he suffers his tribulations. In all his work, he 
must strive to do the will of God. In all his tribulations he must have 
faith in the Lord whom he is serving. Faith, faith to the very end, is 
the path for man in all his vulnerability. He is not at the mercy of 
chance and hostile forces, even if those hostile forces appear to win 
the field. They will not win the field — only God will, if man 
continues to obey God and to have faith in him. Let Christ be our 
Teacher and our Model, and above all our Saviour whose hand is 
always upon us, even if absolutely unseen. 
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Fourth Sunday of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 106 (105):47 Save us, O Lord our God! And 
gather us from the nations, to give thanks to your holy name, and 
make it our glory to praise you. 

Collect Grant us, Lord our God, that we may honour you with all 
our mind, and love everyone in truth of heart. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Zephaniah 2:3; 3:12-13; Psalm 146:6-10; 

1 Corinthians 1:26-31; Matthew 5:l-12a 

Seeing the multitudes, Jesus went up a mountain, and when he had 
sat down his disciples came to him. Beginning to speak he taught 
them, “Happy are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of 
heaven. Happy are they who mourn, for they shall be comforted. 
Happy are the meek, for they shall possess the land. Happy are 
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those who hunger and thirst after justice, for they shall have their 
fill. Happy the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy. Happy are the 
clean of heart, for they shall see God. Happy are the peacemakers, 
for they shall be ccdled children of God. Happy are those who suffer 
persecution for justice ’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
Happy are you when they revile you and persecute you and speak all 
that is evil against you untruly, for my sake. Be glad and rejoice, for 
your reward is very great in heaven. For so they persecuted the 
prophets that were before you.” (Matthew 5: l-12a) 

Happiness It is said that the great physicist Albert Einstein strove 
to discover the fundamental law of the universe, and to express it in a 
formula. He failed. During the century before Einstein, Cardinal 
Newman once criticized (in his Philosophical Notebook ) the German 
philosophers of his day for trying to reduce reality to one principle. 
We ought indeed beware of over-simplification, but certain patterns 
do occur to us. If we gaze on the world with all its variety and 
activity we notice that everywhere there is suffering and 
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contentment, joy and sorrow. The animal and insect world is driven 
by the desire for satisfaction and yet is frustrated by fear and menace. 
The mother bird finds contentment in protecting its young and is 
attacked by other birds of prey and loses all. Mankind yearns for 
happiness, and time and again it eludes him. What is clear is that at 
the heart of visible reality there is the desire for happiness in some 
sense, the happiness that comes from fulfilling one’s nature. 
Happiness in its various meanings drives the world and yet so much 
threatens it. Now, if the world is thus, what is to be said of the 
Creator? Is not the desire for happiness in his creatures the imprint of 
his creative hand? God is absolutely and boundlessly happy, and his 
creation bears the imprint of this in its desire to attain happiness 
according to its measure. Our wish to be happy manifests our 
likeness to God who is absolutely happy. But while God is happy, 
and while we are called to be happy, the question is, how is 
happiness to be attained? This is surely the abiding question for 
mankind and there have been any number of answers to it. Buddha 
made the search for this answer the purpose of his life, while certain 
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modern philosophers have said that the elusiveness of happiness 
shows the absurdity and meaninglessness of life. The religions of 
man and the systems of the philosophers have all tried to bring to 
light the definitive answer. The burning question in all of human 
history is, how is happiness to be understood and attained? 

Well, Christ appeared on the stage of world history and said 
that he is the Light and the only true Light. In our Gospel passage 
today (Matthew 5:1-12a) our Lord speaks of true human happiness. 
It is to be found in being in union with him and in following his way. 
Blessed and happy are the poor in spirit. Blessed are the meek, the 
merciful and those who hunger for what is right. Blessed are the 
pure of heart and the peacemakers and those who are persecuted for 
the sake of Christ. Their reward will be great in heaven. How are 
these paths to happiness to be understood? In the first instance they 
are descriptions of our Lord’s own path. That is to say, they describe 
his own mind and heart. On one occasion our Lord said, “Come to 
me all you who labour and are heavily burdened, and I will give you 
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rest. Learn from me for I am meek and humble of heart and you wdl 
find rest for your souls.” Our Lord was speaking of his sacred heart. 
Thus do the Beatitudes of the Gospel speak of his heart, of its 
poverty of spirit, of its meekness, of its mercy and hunger for the 
right, of its purity and love of true peace. Our Lord is telling us that 
happiness lies in that direction, the direction that leads to him and 
that accompanies him. On another occasion our Lord said that if 
anyone wishes to be his disciple, he should renounce himself and 
take up his cross every day and follow in his footsteps. Therein lies 
the true happiness of man. What this means also is that true 
happiness, that happiness to which God has called us is attainable 
only with the help of God’s grace and it leads us to a share in the 
very life of God. This happiness is not the fleeting happiness of this 
world, but is eternal. It is everlasting. It is the ultimate goal of 
human endeavour, and the world itself will in its measure share in it 
at the end at the resurrection of the dead when all is restored, but in 
glory. At the end, for those judged worthy of what God has prepared 
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for those who love him, there will be the vision of God face to face, 
and happiness will be complete and without end. 

Every time we experience happiness during this life, however 
limited it may be and however elusive, let that experience be a 
reminder to us that we are indeed called to be happy, but to a 
happiness that will never end and that will be complete. It is God’s 
gift and it is found in union with Christ and in following in his 
footsteps, in bearing the Cross. He is our happiness and he is the 
way to it. Let us live according to this, and let us bear witness to this 
to the world around us. 
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Monday of the Fourth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 106 (105):47 Save us, O Lord our God! And 
gather us from the nations, to give thanks to your holy name, and 
make it our glory to praise you. 

Collect Grant us, Lord our God, that we may honour you with all 
our mind, and love everyone in truth of heart. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 2 Samuel 15:13-14, 30; 16:5-13; Psalm 3:2-7; 
Mark 5:1-20 

Jesus and his disciples crossed die sea to the country of the 
Gerasenes. As he stepped out of the boat, immediately there came to 
him from tombs a man with an unclean spirit. He had been dwelling 
in the tombs and no one could now restrain him, not even with 


chains. Having been often bound with fetters and chains he had 
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burst the chains and broken the fetters in pieces. No one could tame 
him. He was cdways day and night among the tombs in the 
mountains crying and cutting himself with stones. Seeing Jesus afar 
off he ran and reverenced him. Crying out with a loud voice he said, 
“ What have I to do with you, Jesus the Son of the most high God? I 
adjure you by God that you not torment me. ” For he said to him, 
“Go out of the man, you unclean spirit. ” And he asked him, “What is 
your name?” He said to him, “My name is Legion, for we are 
many. ” He besought him repeatedly that he would not drive him 
away out of the country. There was there near the mountain a great 
herd of swine, feeding. The spirits besought him saying, “Send us 
into the swine that we may enter them. ” Jesus immediately gave them 
leave. The unclean spirits going out entered the swine, and the two 
thousand or so herd with great violence was swept headlong into the 
sea and there were drowned. Those who looked after them fled and 
told everything in the city and in the fields. The inhabitants went out 
to see what had happened. When they came to Jesus and saw the one 
who had been possessed sitting, clothed, and mentally recovered, 
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they were afraid. Those who had witnessed everything recounted it 
to all, explaining what had happened to the possessed man and to the 
swine. At that, they began asking him to leave their district. When 
he went into the boat, the one who had been possessed began to 
implore Jesus that he might remain with him. But Jesus would not 
permit it, and told him, “Go to your house and to your friends, and 
tell them how great have been the things the Lord has done for you 
and his mercy towards you. ’’ He went his way and began to 
broadcast in the Decapolis the great things Jesus had done for him. 
Everyone marvelled. (Mark 5:1-20) 

The Supernatural Let us notice one feature of the culture of the 
people of the Gerasenes, which is the setting of our Gospel passage 
today. There is among them no scepticism as to the reality of the 
supernatural. It was as plain as the day that the demonic was a 
reality and that, in the man Jesus, they had someone in whom abided 
the supernatural. But now, what of our own day? It is, of course, a 
very mixed situation but one very dominant feature is that of 
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scepticism in respect not only to religion, but to the supernatural 
itself. Ever since the sixteenth century and even more clearly since 
the Enlightenment that followed it, this visible world of ours has 
been progressively equated with reality. It is equated with it in the 
sense that reality is restricted to the empirical. That which is real is 
that which can be experienced and even tested with the senses. It is 
deemed that there can be no certain reality other than the empirical. 
This assumption has led in turn to a profound scepticism as to the 
testimony of the Scriptures and in particular the Gospels, precisely 
because — paradoxically — so much of it provides empirical 
evidence of the supernatural. For the modern sceptic the Gospels 
cannot be historical because in them the supernatural is presented as 
tangible. Our Lord cured the sick and the empirical evidence was 
there. It showed not just the fact of the supernatural but the proof of 
his claims as to the divinity of his person. He raised the dead and 
performed many other miracles, and here in our Gospel passage 
today he casts out powerful demons. Our Gospel passage today is 
one of the many that radically challenge the assumptions of modern 
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secular man. Let modern man feel encouraged to take up the Gospel 
and, despite his instinctive dislike for the possibility of an active 
supernatural world, let him open his mind and heart to the unseen 
God present visibly in Christ, to Satan his great but helpless 
antagonist, and to the implications of this for human life. What does 
it all mean for modern man? One thing it means is that the 
supernatural is very real. 

So then, what are the great supernatural facts that our Gospel 
scene today reminds us of? Our visible world has within its theatre 
active realities that are not of it. Firstly, man finds himself burdened 
with the presence of the demonic. The devil has entered our scene 
and has done his very dirty work. The man with the unclean spirit in 
our Gospel passage may be taken as an extreme example of what 
happens when Satan takes up his abode, and to a greater or lesser 
extent this is the situation in our world. Our beautiful world has been 
profoundly marred by the visit of Satan who has come to stay. That 
is the first thing that the country of the Gerasenes — the context of 
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our Lord’s activity here — reminds us of. The devil is there, and as 
St Peter writes in his Letter, he roams around like a roaring lion. But 
secondly, we are reminded by our scene that another and far more 
powerful Presence has come. God has visited his people and Satan is 
no match for him. What is the reaction of the demons to the sudden 
arrival of Christ? They fear him, instinctively honour him, plead with 
him so as to ward off his power, and ask for consideration. There is 
no doubt about Christ’s effortless dominance over the demonic. 
“Seeing Jesus afar off, he ran and reverenced him. And crying with 
a loud voice, he said: What have I to do with you, Jesus the Son of 
the most high God? I adjure you by God that you torment me not. 
For he said to him: Go out of the man, you unclean spirit.'” (Mark 
5:1-20) The upshot is that the devils are cast out of the hapless man. 
The supernatural realm is very real indeed and Christ is the consoling 
force for good against whom no evil power has a chance. But look 
what then happens! Despite the good he has done the inhabitants 
want him to leave. It is an instance of St John’s remark during the 
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course of the Prologue of his Gospel, that he came unto his own and 
his own did not receive him. The Gerasenes ask him to go. 

Every day the Christian has a choice to make and to live by. 
There are two great Standards aloft and fluttering in the wind. The 
first — first perhaps to be noticed in its effects — is that of Satan. 
There is another, far greater and truly consoling. It is the Standard of 
Christ. Let us choose his Standard, and resolve to fight for it. Let us 
remember that our Lord said that the one who refuses to gather with 
him will be scattered. Our Gospel scene today gives proof of this. 
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Tuesday of the Fourth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 106 (105):47 Save us, O Lord our God! And 
gather us from the nations, to give thanks to your holy name, and 
make it our glory to praise you. 

Collect Grant us, Lord our God, that we may honour you with all 
our mind, and love everyone in truth of heart. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 2 Samuel 18:9-10,14b,24-25a,30-19:3; Ps. 86:1-6; 
Mark 5:21-43 

When Jesus had crossed over die Lake in boat a great multitude 
assembled together before him, and he was close to the sea. There 
came one of the rulers of the synagogue named Jairus, and seeing 
him he fell down at his feet. He implored him saying “My daughter 
is at the point of death, come, lay your hand upon her that she may 
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be safe live. ” He went with him and a great crowd followed him 
thronging around him. There was a woman who suffered from an 
issue of blood for twelve years. She had undergone many treatments 
from various physicians and had spent all that she had and was 
nothing the better for it, but rather worse. When she heard of Jesus 
she came through the crowd behind him and touched his garment. 
For she said, “If I touch but his garment I shall be whole. ” 
Forthwith the source of her blood was dried up, and she felt in her 
body that she was heeded of the evil. Immediately Jesus knowing in 
himself that the power had proceeded from him, turned to the 
multitude and said: “ Who touched my garments? ” His disciples scud 
to him, “You see the multitude thronging around you and you say, 
who hath touched me!” He looked about to see her who had done 
this. The woman fearing and trembling, knowing what was done in 
her, came and fell down before him, and told him cdl the truth. He 
said to her: “Daughter, your faith has saved you. Go in peace, and 
be freed of your infirmity. ” While he was still speaking, someone 
came from the ruler of the synagogue’s house, saying: “Your 
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daughter is dead: why do you trouble the master any further? ” But 
Jesus heard what was said and said to the synagogue official, “Fear 
not, only believe. ” He would only allow Peter, and James, and John 
the brother of Janies to follow him. they came to the house of the 
ruler of the synagogue and he saw a commotion with people weeping 
and wailing a great deal. Entering he said to them: “Why make you 
all this fuss and weeping? The girl is not dead but is sleeping. ” And 
they laughed him to scorn. But having put them cdl out, he took the 
father and the mother of the child and those who were with him, and 
entered in where the girl was lying. Taking her by the hand, he said 
to her: “Talitha cumi, ” which means, “Girl, I say to you, arise. ” 
Immediately the girl rose up and walked. She was twelve years old. 
They were greatly astonished. He charged them strictly that no one 
should know of it, and he directed that something should be given her 
to eat. (Mark 5:21-43) 

God Loves Me One of the most common complaints of religious 
people is that God does not seem to care. By this they mean not so 
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much that God does not seem to care about people in general, but 
that he does not seem to care about me. Just as so many others do 
not seem to care about me, neither does God himself. That is to say, 
a common difficulty is belief in a particular providence, a 
providence particular to me. While in many religions — say, many 
indigenous religions — the high god or supreme being withdraws 
after creating and leaves particular involvement to lesser spirits — all 
understand that the God of revealed religion exercises a very 
particular providence over the individual. Yet for many people this 
is not an easy conviction to come by. How can I come to realize that 
God loves me, me in particular, and that he is dealing with me as a 
true Father? Well, as ever, it is the inspired word of God and in 
particular the testimony of the Gospels which reveal this to me. I 
must steep myself in the word of God and in particular the words and 
actions of Jesus. When we see him, we see the Father. He shows me 
that God loves me in particular. He knows my name and looks at 
me. When I meet him in the fullness of time he will address me as 


one whom he knows so very well. Let us observe in passing that the 
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Incarnation brought the great God directly to individuals, and in 
doing so he was limiting himself. In the act of becoming man he was 
in a sense limiting himself to individuals. As man, he was limiting 
himself to being in a particular locale and to dealing with particular 
individuals. It meant, incidentally, that other individuals could miss 
out on him unless someone brought news of him to them and then 
introduced them to him. In this way the Incarnation involved and 
revealed a particular providence in God’s dealings with us. God is 
shown to be involved not just with the universe en masse, but with 
me and with you. What then does our Gospel today (Mark 5:21-43) 
tell us of this? Right away we see our Lord dealing with individuals. 

The synagogue official Jairus approached our Lord and 
pleaded that he come and heal his daughter who was at the point of 
death. We might ask, if Jesus was the Lord God become man, why 
did he not just with a wave of the hand or a mere word heal the 
daughter and be done with it? Indeed, why had he allowed her and 
others to be sick unto death in the first place? By his Incarnation he 
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was subjecting himself to dealing with individuals and so we see him 
being informed about a particular case, being requested to come to 
where the child was and ministering to her there. The father of the 
sick child was seeking particular attention and he received it. Our 
Lord did exactly what he requested, he got up and followed him to 
his house. God deals with each of us individually too, and he expects 
from us a personal approach to him. His response to us will be a 
personal one. One of the things our Lord is revealing is that there is 
a particular providence. And consider what happens then. On the 
way, out of sight a sick woman comes through the crowd in order to 
touch our Lord’s garment. She is convinced that if she were to do 
this she would be healed. And so it was. That individual contact 
between the two brought about her healing instantly. But there is 
more. Christ stopped. He looked around asking who “touched” him. 
He wanted the personal contact. Trembling, the woman came 
forward and our Lord was able to assure her personally that her faith 
had saved her. We see at work a powerful particular providence. 
These Gospel events were signs of how God deals with each of us. 
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He does not just deal en masse with mankind, even though at times 
he does this too. But no, he deals with us as individuals. However 
vast might be his family, and however vast his universe, not a hair 
falls from our head without our heavenly Father knowing it. Our 
Gospel passage concludes with our Lord arriving at the house and 
going to the girl personally. He then took her by the hand and raised 
her up and directed that she be given something to eat. It is all very 
personal and individual. 

Let us dwell constantly on these marvelous Gospel passages 
and reflect on what they tell us about God and his ways. Christ loved 
me, St Paul writes in one of his Letters, and gave himself up for me. 
Accepting the testimony of the Gospels means making an act of real 
faith. In that faith we believe in a very personal providence. God is 
love and this means that he loves me. He loves me as a member of 
his chosen people, which is his Church founded on the Apostles, but 
nevertheless he loves me in particular. Let us be sure to lay this 
foundation of faith in the personal love of God for me. 
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Wednesday of the Fourth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 106 (105):47 Save us, O Lord our God! And 
gather us from the nations, to give thanks to your holy name, and 
make it our glory to praise you. 

Collect Grant us, Lord our God, that we may honour you with all 
our mind, and love everyone in truth of heart. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 2 Samuel 24:2.9-17; Psalm 31; Mark 6:1-6 

Jesus left there and went to his home town, accompanied by his 
disciples. When the Sabbath came, he began to teach in the 
synagogue, and many who heard him were amazed. Where did this 
man get these things? they asked. What’s this wisdom that has been 
given him, that he even does miracles! Isn ’t this the carpenter? Isn ’t 
this Mary’s son and the brother of James, Joseph, Judas and Simon? 



1171 


Aren 7 his sisters here with us? And they took offence at him. Jesus 
said to them, Only in his home town, among his relatives and in his 
own house is a prophet without honour. He could not do any 
miracles there, except lay his hands on a few sick people and heal 
them. And he was amazed at their lack of faith. (Mark 6:1-6) 

Honour Him! It is chapter six of the Gospel of St Mark — in 
other words, we are well into our Lord’s public ministry with the 
manifestations of his holiness, authority and power that this involved 
— and our Lord returns to his beloved home town. I say “beloved” 
home town because that is just what it must have been for him. It is 
the town where he grew up, where he learnt so much from his holy 
mother and foster-father, where his relatives were, and where he had 
spent the overwhelming portion of his young life. His human roots 
were at Nazareth. He had returned to reveal much more to them of 
who he really was and of the saving blessings he was able to offer. I 
suspect that he left his return to Nazareth to a point well into his 
public ministry so as to give his own townsmen a chance to hear of 
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his prophetic work and exploits as they were occurring elsewhere. In 
this way they might be prepared and more disposed for the revelation 
he would give them when he himself returned. They would have the 
chance for it to dawn on them that he must be much more than they 
had hitherto thought. Let us conjecture his return, accompanied by 
his disciples. It may have been something of a sensation — our Lord 
entering his old haunts, now surrounded by disciples. Let us imagine 
our Lord walking through the settlement to his mother’s dwelling as 
she awaited and then received him. Imagine her with her Son, 
surrounded by his disciples. Consider them gazing at her — the 
mother of their altogether admirable Master! He was divine in his 
person. He was God, God the Son made man, all-holy. She was 
wholly a creature, yet full of grace. The Lord was with her in every 
way and absolutely. There they were, contemplating Jesus Christ 
and his mother — and each was so proud of the other. Imagine them 
entering the small dwelling as she made them welcome and provided 
them with simple refreshments. That day perhaps they moved 
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around Nazareth looking for accommodation for the period they 
would be there with their Master. 

Then on the Sabbath day he addressed the Synagogue. We 
read that “ many who heard him were amazed. Where did this man 
get these things? they asked. What’s this wisdom that has been given 
him, that he even does miracles! Isn’t this the carpenter? Isn 7 this 
Mary’s son and the brother of James, Joseph, Judas and Simon ? 
Aren ’t his sisters here with us?” (Mark 6: 1-6). Our Lord did not 
succeed with his own. In a sense, they were too used to him. Worse, 
“they took offence at him.” They could not get beyond their 
impression and attitude formed all those years with him as he grew 
up and lived with them as the carpenter-builder of the town. As a 
result, they missed the true reality of Jesus of Nazareth. Our Lord 
understood quite clearly what had happened. “ Jesus said to them, 
Only in his home town, among his relatives and in his own house is a 
prophet without honour.” He was, however, “ amazed at their lack of 
faith.” Now, this lamentable situation can be found beyond the 
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people of Nazareth, and in the hearts and minds of those who allow 
themselves to get very used to Jesus of Nazareth. Those who grow 
up in the faith, those who live with the faith on a daily basis, can 
slowly take Jesus Christ very much for granted. We can gradually 
cease to honour him in our hearts as we should. We can become 
mere acquaintances of Jesus Christ, very familiar with the notion and 
the image of him, but failing on a regular basis to do him the honour 
that his unique and exalted person deserves. In fact, this is a 
common temptation. We can become like those of his “own house” 
who regard him “without honour.” This deterioration is expressed in 
the old adage, “familiarity breeds contempt.” Now, this pattern 
became more horrible still, for one of our Lord’s very own disciples, 
one of his chosen friends, arrived at a species of contempt for his 
Master. Judas gradually became entirely disaffected in his heart, 
while being blessed with the vocation to be his special companion 
and sharer in his mission. So serious did this become that we read in 
the Gospel of St John (ch.6) that our Lord told the Twelve that one of 


them was a devil. 
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There are, in fact, considerable numbers of Christians who do 
not live their faith in such a way that Jesus Christ is honoured. Let 
us be reminded of the seriousness of this, even if only for the reason 
that, as we read, “ He could not do any miracles there, except lay his 
hands on a few sick people and heal them.’’'’ Let us resolve to make 
reverence and honour a distinguishing mark of our attitude to the 
living person of Jesus Christ, and in all that relates to the living of 
our Christian faith, let Jesus Christ be truly honoured and glorified. 
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Thursday of the Fourth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 106 (105):47 Save us, O Lord our God! And 
gather us from the nations, to give thanks to your holy name, and 
make it our glory to praise you. 

Collect Grant us, Lord our God, that we may honour you with all 
our mind, and love everyone in truth of heart. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Hebrews 12:18-19.21-24; Psalm 47; Mark 6:7-13 

Calling the Twelve to him, he sent them out two by two and gave 
them authority over evil spirits. These were his instructions: Take 
nothing for the journey except a staff— no bread, no bag, no money 
in your belts. Wear sandals but not an extra tunic. Whenever you 
enter a house, stay there until you leave that town. And if any place 


will not welcome you or listen to you, shake the dust off your feet 
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when you leave, as a testimony against them. They went out and 
preached that people should repent. They drove out many demons 
and anointed many sick people with oil and healed them. (Mark 6:7- 

13) 

Trust in God Our scene today is of our Lord calling the Twelve to 
him and sending them out two by two on mission. He gives them 
authority over evil spirits — and then instructs them to take hardly 
anything with them for the journey. “ Take nothing for the journey 
except a staff— no bread, no bag, no money in your belts. Wear 
sandals but not an extra tunic. Whenever you enter a house, stay 
there until you leave that town.” There are many aspects to this 
instruction, but one is surely that the Twelve are to trust in God 
during all their work. He will care for them, whatever might happen. 
On the tomb of Mary MacKillop in North Sydney is the bare 
statement, “Trust in God.” Trust in God is a fundamental attitude in 
the living of revealed religion. Let us examine it a little, especially 
with reference to the kinds of vicissitudes that can befall the person 
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who aspires to live for Christ. There are vicissitudes that spring from 
the injustices of others. There are the vicissitudes that come from the 
unpredictability and vulnerability of our temporal situation. We can 
get sick. We can be in a situation which is plain unlucky — we 
happen to be in a shopping centre which is the scene of a terrorist 
bombing. We can suddenly be discovered to have stomach cancer 
and it is serious. One or other of our children can suffer some 
serious mishap. We can lose our savings because of commercial 
embezzlement that had nothing to do with us. All of these situations 
are the result, we might say, of the forces at work in the transient and 
very unstable world of which we are part. But there is yet another 
source of suffering which can be especially difficult to bring to the 
Lord in a spirit of trust. I refer to those sufferings which are 
occasioned by our own mistakes and limitations. For instance, let us 
stretch our imagination a little. Imagine the Twelve going out on 
their mission. Two of them make a serious miscalculation and it 


leads to a whole train of setbacks with the result that most of their 



1179 


hopes on that expedition come to nothing. Such is an example of 
vicissitudes that are occasioned by mistakes and personal limitations. 

Or again, an infant develops symptoms that are mysterious, 
and the parents delay a little while they see how their child goes, not 
realizing that it may be serious. In no time, terrible complications set 
in and they rush the child to hospital, but it is too late. If only the 
child had reached medical help a little earlier, it may have been 
saved. It was a terrible but understandable mistake, and the parents 
are shattered. What are they to do? They must trust in God who, 
while not causing the miscalculation, as the Creator he mysteriously 
permitted it — and he will draw good out of their suffering. Why did 
he not put into their minds the thought of taking the child to the 
hospital earlier — at the instant complications began? We do not 
know, but the parents must trust him. Again, the father of a family 
learns of a possible promotion which would mean a lot to him and to 
his family. It is just in the line of his qualifications and aspirations. 
He prepares very carefully his application for the position, watching 
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carefully the date when submissions must be lodged. His application 
is sent off. Weeks later his letter is returned — he has inadvertently 
placed the wrong postal address below the name of the firm, and so 
his application never arrived. The position is filled, and he has lost 
his chance. He is devastated. What must he do? He must trust in 
God, who, while not causing the mistake he made, permitted it for 
unknown reasons. Why did not God somehow nudge his attention 
to the right address? After all, that same person clearly remembers 
suddenly being alerted to his exceeding the speed limit, and he 
slowed just before reaching the traffic cameras. He was convinced it 
was due to his Guardian Angel. Why did not God do the same this 
time? He does not know — he must trust in God and carry on. 
Again, a party of bushwalkers are mountain climbing in the Blue 
Mountains just outside Sydney. They are experienced bushwalkers. 
Suddenly one slips, falls, and plunges to her death. She is the flower 
of the group. It is a terrible tragedy — the young woman 
miscalculated. She took a wrong step. What must her family, her 
relatives and close friends do? They must trust in God who 
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mysteriously allowed the tragic miscalculation to occur. He will 
draw good out of the suffering. 

Christ sent the Twelve out on the work he gave them to do. 
He sends us out to our daily responsibilities. Mistakes due to 
personal limitations, with perhaps very serious consequences, could 
at times follow. There are many vicissitudes in life, and some of 
them come from our own limitations. They cannot be blamed on 
factors external to ourselves — and I am not referring here to sins 
and moral failure, which is another matter again. We must trust in 
God, knowing that he holds us in his hands and, if we have faith in 
him and endeavour to obey his will, he will be caring for us in 
everything and will draw good out of evil and suffering. 
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Friday of the Fourth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 106 (105):47 Save us, O Lord our God! And 
gather us from the nations, to give thanks to your holy name, and 
make it our glory to praise you. 

Collect Grant us, Lord our God, that we may honour you with all 
our mind, and love everyone in truth of heart. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Hebrews 13:1-8; Psalm 26; Mark 6:14-29 

King Herod heard about this, for Jesus’ name had become well 
known. Some were saying, John the Baptist has been raised from the 
dead, and that is why miraculous powers are at work in him. Others 
scud, He is Elijah. And still others claimed, He is a prophet, like one 
of the prophets of long ago. But when Herod heard this, he said, 


John, the man I beheaded, has been raised from the dead! For Herod 
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himself had given orders to have John arrested, and he had him 
bound and put in prison. He did this because of Herodias, his 
brother Philip’s wife, whom he had married. For John had been 
saying to Herod, It is not lawful for you to have your brother’s wife. 
So Herodias nursed a grudge against John and wanted to kill him. 
But she was not able to, because Herod feared John and protected 
him, knowing him to be a righteous and holy man. When Herod 
heard John, he was greatly puzzled; yet he liked to listen to him. 
Finally the opportune time came. On his birthday Herod gave a 
banquet for his high officials and military commanders and the 
leading men of Galilee. When the daughter of Herodias came in and 
danced, she pleased Herod and his dinner guests. The king said to 
the girl, Ask me for anything you want, and I’ll give it to you. And he 
promised her with an oath, Whatever you ask 1 will give you, up to 
half my kingdom. She went out and said to her mother, What shall I 
ask for? The head of John the Baptist, she answered. At once the girl 
hurried in to the king with the request: 1 want you to give me right 
now the head of John the Baptist on a platter. The king was greatly 
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distressed, but because of his oaths and his dinner guests, he did not 
want to refuse her. So he immediately sent an executioner with 
orders to bring John’s head. The man went, beheaded John in the 
prison, and brought back his head on a platter. He presented it to 
the girl, and she gave it to her mother. On hearing of this, John’s 
disciples came and took his body and laid it in a tomb. (Mark 6:14- 
29) 

Sin In one of his sermons preached (in September 1849) a few 
years after becoming a Catholic, John Henry Newman (beatified in 
2010) refers to the argument for the existence of God from the 
external world. He regards this argument as somewhat “dangerous at 
this day because it tells us nothing about sin;” — the world (after all) 
“was made before sin” ( Sermon Notes , p.291). In an earlier Anglican 
sennon, “The Religion of the Day,” he observes that the laws of the 
universe “do not speak to sinners at all... They “declare the glory of 
God,” but not his will... We see nothing there of God’s wrath , of 
which the conscience of the sinner loudly speaks.” The world has 
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come from the hand of God, but sin is found within it, and this has 
come from man prompted by the demons. It is an intriguing fact that 
society, culture and education of the past few centuries has been 
filled with a scientific knowledge of the universe that was scarcely 
imagined in the eras before. But the most fundamental feature of the 
world is denied or ignored. I am referring to sin. Immorality and the 
violation of civil law is fully admitted and attracts severe sanctions. 
But sin — wrongdoing of any kind precisely as offensive to God — 
is absent from the account. The sense of sin must be recovered. 
With this thought in mind, let us turn to our Gospel passage today 
(Mark 6: 14-29), in which there is a dramatic juxtaposition of the 
holy with the sinful. The context is the fame of our Lord in Galilee. 
His reputation was reaching Herod Antipas, tetrarch of Galilee, and 
his court. Antipas was the youngest son of Herod the Great, and of 
course had been raised in a family that had little if any religion — 
despite his famous father’s building of the spectacular Temple of 
Jerusalem. Antipas had been educated in Rome, and had perhaps 
picked up the typical Roman religiosity with its propensity for a 



1186 


certain superstition. We remember how when Pontius Pilate was told 
that his bafflingly calm Prisoner claimed to be the Son of God, he 
feared greatly — and went to ask him from where he came. To this 
he received no answer, but the incident suggests that Pilate was a 
man of religious superstition. Antipas had little concern for sin, but 
appears to be superstitious too. 

Herod Antipas hears of Jesus of Nazareth, his teaching, his 
healings, his exorcisms and his fame as a prophet. He jumps to the 
conclusion that this Jesus is in fact John the Baptist risen from the 
dead — and, back from the dead, has supernatural powers. Others 
tell him that Jesus is the promised Elijah, now returned as foretold. 
Others say he is a prophet, or one of the old prophets. But Herod, 
perhaps secretly frightened, insists it is John whom he had beheaded. 
His fears are perhaps tightening within him, and in a flashback Mark 
explains the circumstances of the beheading. Having condemned 
Antipas for marrying his brother’s wife Herodias, John had been 
arrested and imprisoned. While Antipas superstitiously feared John 
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for his great sanctity, Herodias nursed an implacable hatred for him. 
The entire situation was steeped in sin, and John was in chains. 
There was an impasse because Herod would not touch his catch — 
he was drawn to listening to John whom he must have visited or 
brought into his presence. Herodias could do nothing. But the 
chance came on Herod’s birthday when a great celebration was 
thrown involving “a banquet for his high officials and military 
commanders and the leading men of Galilee.” We can imagine the 
lack of religion in such a scene — the important people of Galilee 
who were on good terms with Herod Antipas were gathered to enjoy 
a great party. The daughter of Herodias entered to entertain Antipas 
and his worldly concourse in the hall. God was absent, and Satan 
was present and very active. His instrument of action was the love of 
sin that enveloped the merry hall. The girl danced and delighted all 
present, and Antipas swelled with the prospect of appearing the “big 
man.” Human respect overwhelmed him and he was determined to 
impress everybody: I will give you anything you ask, he said loudly 
to the girl, with liquor perhaps rolling down his chin. Ah! Out 
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skipped the girl to her mother, and back she sauntered with her awful 
request: Give me the head of John the Baptist, and on a dish so that I 
can take it with me. The die was cast, and in a terrible moment Satan 
won. 


Ultimately there are two poles in the world and they are 
diametrically opposed to each other. There is good and there is evil. 
There is holiness and there is sin. There is God and Christ, and there 
is Satan and the unseen smoke of his presence. Satan, as our Lord 
said on one occasion, is a liar and a murderer, and has been so from 
the beginning. We see the results of Satan and sin in our Gospel 
today. Why do we have any part with it? It is ugly and terrible 
beyond description. Let us renounce sin and Satan and take our 
stand with God and Christ as did John, whatever be the cost. That 
the victory will finally come is as sure as day follows night. 
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Saturday of the Fourth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 106 (105):47 Save us, O Lord our God! And 
gather us from the nations, to give thanks to your holy name, and 
make it our glory to praise you. 

Collect Grant us, Lord our God, that we may honour you with all 
our mind, and love everyone in truth of heart. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Hebrews 13:15-17.20-21; Psalm 22; Mark 6:30-34 

The apostles gathered round Jesus and reported to him all they had 
done and taught. Then, because so many people were coming and 
going that they did not even have a chance to eat, he said to them, 
Come with me by yourselves to a quiet place and get some rest. So 
they went away by themselves in a boat to a solitary place. But many 


who saw them leaving recognised them and ran on foot from all the 
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towns and got there ahead of them. When Jesus landed and saw a 
large crowd, he had compassion on them, because they were like 
sheep without a shepherd. So he began teaching them many things. 
(Mark 6: 30-34) 

The Mission! Imagine our Gospel scene. In St Mark’s account, 
our Lord has sent the Apostles out two by two with power over 
unclean spirits (6: 7). They were to travel light and with a definite 
policy on towns that do not receive them well (6: 8-11). So they set 
out to preach and cast out devils. There is an interlude describing the 
martyrdom of John the Baptist, prompted by Herod Antipas hearing 
of Christ’s doings — for Jesus was filling Galilee with his mission. 
Now the disciples are back, and we read that they “ gathered round 
Jesus and reported to him cdl they had done and taught .” Let us 
imagine our Lord seated on, say, a rock and the disciples seated 
around him. He is deeply interested in each of them and in how it all 
went. They had seen him work; he had taught them and given them 
instructions for their mission. How did each go? Imagine our Lord 
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gazing on Simon Peter, and asking him to give an account of what 
happened. Contemplate our Lord as he watches Simon and listens to 
the story he has to tell. I was amazed, Simon reports. On using your 
name the demon departed forthwith! I healed a cripple at a mere 
word. I spoke of the Kingdom of God as you taught us, and 
announced that it was near at hand. Our Lord calmly gazes, looking 
into the loving heart of Simon who, with his faults, was so ardently 
given over to his Master. Our Lord smiles, gives further directions to 
Simon for future missions, and moves to the next Apostle. He makes 
a humorous observation and they all joyfully laugh. The smile of 
Christ and his quiet laugh sheds joy into their hearts. Like himself, 
they are all relatively young in their physical prime, with one of them 
barely out of his teens. It was an extraordinary experience for them 
all. Little do they yet know of the chalice they must drink, Christ 
thinks. But they love him and he sees in them the solid foundation 
for the Church he will build to bring the Kingdom to the world. That 
Kingdom consists in life with him. Christ’s divine gaze settles on the 
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last to report, Judas. He too was successful, but Christ is troubled for 
there are deep shadows in the soul of Judas. 

The mission! Our Lord had come from the Father with a 
mission! Nothing like this mission had appeared in the history of the 
world, though the entire history of the chosen people was a 
preparation for it. It was a mission precisely to change the world 
from the foundations, beginning with his own dying and rising in 
atonement for the world’s sin. A distant drum had been beating since 
the original Fall so long before, a Fall lost in the mists of unrecorded 
history but revealed by the Holy Spirit in the sacred writings. The 
drum had begun to beat. It was heard more distinctly at the call of 
Abraham — through him, this great Patriarch was told, all the 
nations would be blessed. The beating of that drum continued and 
grew louder. The prophets spoke more and more clearly of the One 
to come, who would bring to fruition all that God was promising for 
his people, and, through his chosen people, for the world. The drum 
continued unabated through all the vicissitudes of the chosen people 
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and finally it stopped. The Messiah had arrived and John the Baptist 
had pointed him out. He was the Lamb of God who takes away the 
sin of the world and who baptizes in the Holy Spirit. There he sits 
with his Apostles — the Lamb of God! They have finished telling 
him their stories and they are certainly weary. So he stands and 
gently asks that they get ready, for they will all go across the water 
for a rest, away from the crowds. They must gather up their forces 
again because the mission — the mission! — will be intense. There 
is to be no let-up from now on, for he has invited them to give their 
lives for him. They were to be his companions, and were to go out 
on mission, his mission. Their lives were to be immersed in his 
friendship and in his redemptive work. So they went with him — 
imagine the scene, with Christ walking towards the boats, surrounded 
by his Apostles — and crossed to the other side to a place with no 
human settlement. They would rest with him and he would fill them 
with his love and his teaching. But the rest was not to be, for the 
people guessed their destination and arrived there before them. 
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The mission! From generation to generation, from place to 
place, from era to era, the peoples have been called to friendship with 
Jesus and a share in his mission. Jesus Christ, risen from the dead 
and among us still, can be located. He abides in his body the Church, 
founded on the Rock that is Peter and his successors. He abides in 
the Church, and through the Church makes each of us a member of 
his body with the vocation to be his friend and fellow worker in the 
mission. That mission is the redemption and sanctification of all. 
Let us take our stand with him then, and spend our lives doing his 
will. 
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Fifth Sunday of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 95 (94):6-7 O come, let us worship God and 
bow low before the God who made us, for he is the Lord our God. 

Collect Keep your family safe, O Lord, with unfailing care, that, 
relying solely on the hope of heavenly grace, they may be defended 
always by your protection. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Isaiah 58: 7-10; Psalm 111; 

1 Corinthians 2:1-5; Matthew 5:13-16 

Jesus said, You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its 
saltiness, how can it be made salty again ? It is no longer good for 
anything, except to be thrown out and trampled by men. You are the 
light of the world. A city on a hill cannot be hidden. Neither do 
people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its 
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stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house. In the same way, 
let your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds 
and praise your Father in heaven. (Matthew 5: 13-16) 

The Media At times we might gain the vague impression that our 
Lord’s concern was for the “Kingdom of God” and not for the 
“world.” In our Gospel passage today our Lord shows precisely his 
concern for the world, for he tells his disciples that they are to be 
“the salt of the earth” and “the light of the world.” It is the plan of 
God that “the world” be transformed by the Gospel. With respect to 
this mission, an obvious question is, Where to begin? When Pope 
Paul VI visited Australia at the end of 1970 he addressed the 
journalists. He told them that they were world power number one. 
He was inviting the media to be aware of its influence, and to use it 
responsibly. Some regard it as a mystery that the German people 
between the two world wars was led to accept the violence of the 
Nazi leaders. In large measure it was because of the Nazi control of 


the media, used to desensitise the conscience of a nation and to 
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propagate its philosophical assumptions. Communist governments 
likewise controlled the media for the same dictatorial purpose — as 
do many countries still. At the time of this writing, a point of 
international attention is China’s strict control of Internet search 
engines. For its part, the Western media, champion of freedom of 
press and information, is very often the agent of a different form of 
dictatorship, that which Pope Benedict often called the dictatorship 
of relativism. Putting it specifically, an all-pervading assumption of 
media professionals is that an unambiguous stand for moral and 
religious truth — that, say, abortion is intrinsically wrong — is 
intolerant and opposed to freedom. Consequently, it dislikes and 
attacks institutions, especially religious institutions, which make such 
stands. If we are not alert to the influence and power of the media, 
we shall be rendering ourselves vulnerable to its philosophical 
assumptions, which very often are inimical to revealed truth. The 
media can influence us profoundly, just by being viewed, read and 
heard without critique. Images and propositions can lodge in the 
imagination; they can remain unevaluated, and then gradually and 
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unconsciously accepted. If we wish to be “the salt of the earth” and 
“the light of the world” we ought engage in the evangelization of the 
media. 


Especially significant in the mass media are its driving 
assumptions. For instance, standards of morality, sexual values and 
behaviour, abortion, pornography and contraception are assumed to 
be matters pertaining solely to the individual and private conscience, 
and therefore are assumed to be nobody else’s business. For love of 
Christ who is the Lord of lords, and for the sake of society itself, 
such assumptions ought be identified, brought to light and publicly 
discussed. Moral values are not simply private matters, for they form 
and drive the culture and moral environment of a society. Just as the 
natural environment can be profoundly polluted, so can the moral 
environment. It can be poisoned. A deep smog can spread across the 
moral life of a society, and its mode of travel can be the rooms of 
ordinary homes, where individuals watch the Internet and television. 
The foundations of a nation can be eroded through the gradual 
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abandonment of a commitment to the objective truth, precisely in the 
media. Pope John Paul II once wrote that “The world of the media 
can sometimes seem indifferent and even hostile to Christian faith 
and morality. This is partly because the media are deeply influenced 
by the notion that the only absolute truth is that there are no absolute 
truths, or that, if there were, they would be inaccessible to human 
reason, and are therefore irrelevant. In such a view of things, what 
matters is not the truth but the “story.” And so if something is 
newsworthy or if it entertains, the temptation is to set aside the 
question of its truth.” The information provided by the media must 
be at the service of the common good, and the common good must be 
based on truth. Its content must be true and - within the limits of 
justice and charity - also complete. Further, information should be 
communicated honestly and properly with scrupulous respect for 
moral laws and the legitimate rights and dignity of the person. A 
media that is careless about the truth and driven by the “story,” will 
be a major agent depriving the world of religious and moral truth. It 
is this truth which is its true “salt,” and its true “light.” 
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Let us be filled with the desire to bear witness to the truth, 
and to do what we can to assist the media to be a true servant of the 
truth. The truth is beautiful, carrying in itself the splendour of 
spiritual beauty. All expressions of the truth, not merely in word but 
in artistic works and other forms of expression, ought be cultivated in 
such a way that God is honoured and glorified. In this way will the 
path to Christ be made clearer and the world brought to its proper 
fulfilment. 

Further reading : The Catechism of the Catholic Church , 2493-2499 
(use of media,. 2500-2503 (truth, beauty, sacred art) 
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Monday of the Fifth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 95 (94):6-7 O come, let us worship God and 
bow low before the God who made us, for he is the Lord our God. 

Collect Keep your family safe, O Lord, with unfailing care, that, 
relying solely on the hope of heavenly grace, they may be defended 
always by your protection. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Genesis 1:1-9; Psalm 103; Mark 6:53-56 

Having crossed over, Jesus and his disciples landed at Gennesaret 
and anchored there. As soon as they got out of the boat, people 
recognised Jesus. They ran throughout that whole region and 
carried the sick on mats to wherever they heard he was. And 
wherever he went — into villages, towns or countryside — they placed 
the sick in the market-places. They begged him to let them touch 
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even the edge of his cloak, and all who touched him were heeded. 
(Mark 6:53-56) 

The Affliction of Sin For several years various governments and 
health authorities have been waging campaigns against smoking. 
The practice of smoking has not been banned, of course, but 
numerous restrictions have been set in place, and numbers of 
disincentives instituted for the sale and purchase of tobacco products. 
But at the time of my mentioning this the numerous health warnings 
and the increased cost of smoking do not appear to have changed the 
course of considerable numbers, especially young women, in their 
lack of concern for their habit of smoking. A similar observation has 
to be made about, say, excessive exposure to the sun in sunbathing, 
with the consequent danger of melanoma. That is to say, the danger 
is that we become concerned only when a threat is visible, felt and 
right upon us — that is all that we can bring ourselves to be 
concerned about. There is little concern for what is out of sight, 
because for many, out of sight results in being out of mind. The 
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point here is that for too many persons threats can be insidious and 
entirely out of sight until they have overtaken him. This being the 
pattern in threats present in his ordinary everyday life, he ought 
expect it to be the pattern in respect to ultimate threats. In our 
Gospel today our Lord crosses over the Sea of Galilee to the north¬ 
western shore, to the town of Gennesaret, a beautiful and fertile 
section of the shore of the Lake. On disembarking, he was 
recognized and word spread like wildfire. People dropped their 
work, gathered their sick friends and relatives, and with their burdens 
came hurrying to the spot where reports had it that Jesus of Nazareth 
had arrived. They wanted one thing, the cure of their sick and 
release from their maladies. Our Lord did not disappoint, for we 
read that “ wherever he went — into villages, towns or countryside — 
they placed the sick in the market-places. They begged him to let 
them touch even the edge of his cloak, and all who touched him were 
healed ” (Mark 6: 53-56). Full of compassion, our Lord obliged, and 
power went out from him in abundance to restore them to health. 
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But it would seem that this was as far as very many of them 
went. That is to say, they remained unaware of the more ultimate 
threats to their wellbeing, and were consequently unconcerned for 
them. Our Lord’s ministry of healing the sick, casting out demons 
and raising the dead, was part of an overwhelmingly important 
context — the threat of sin and the concern of God for it. Our Lord’s 
miracles were signs of his power to heal any affliction, and the 
principal affliction was indicated by his preaching. He, following on 
John the Baptist, preached repentance from sin — for, he said, the 
kingdom of God was at hand. He asked repentance of all, including 
the scribes and the Pharisees. On his rising from the dead and on 
conferring the Holy Spirit on his Apostles, he commissioned them to 
go out to the whole world and preach the forgiveness of sins. Sin 
was the fundamental affliction of man and the ultimate threat to him. 
The diseases that burdened him and the death that enveloped him 
were all the fruit of sin — the original sin at the beginning, 
confirmed by the sin of each person. But the people were not 
concerned for sin, rather their concern was for the physical afflictions 
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burdening them. Our Gospel passage today reminds us of the power 
and the compassion of Christ, but it also reminds us of what we are 
very prone to forget — the affliction of sin. Sin afflicts us with its 
power, for as St Paul writes in his Letter to the Romans, all are under 
the power of sin. It is only the power of Christ which enables us to 
overcome this fundamental threat that drags us along towards eternal 
death. So, every physical affliction ought remind us of our deeper 
affliction, and of its one and only Healer, Jesus Christ. Implanted in 
Christ by virtue of our baptism, we draw on his healing power, just 
as the people who hurried to him touched his garment and were 
healed of their physical afflictions. Let us then cultivate a due sense 
of personal sin, and of the consequences of original sin that are 
embedded in our very constitution as fallen creatures of God. 
Constitutionally we are born separated from God and prone to 
deepen the separation by personal choice. It is critical that we 


become aware of this. 
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Great numbers sought our Lord for physical healing. Very 
few sought him for spiritual healing, and for the supreme benefit he 
came to impart. Few sought him for the forgiveness of sin. This 
offers us an important lesson that, to a greater or lesser extent, we 
can be prone to be unconcerned for the sin that is in our life. For this 
we need an active conscience and the illuminating grace of the Holy 
Spirit. Let us pray for the light to understand our true condition and 
every day turn to the one who can provide a magnificent remedy. 
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Tuesday of the Fifth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 95 (94):6-7 O come, let us worship God and 
bow low before the God who made us, for he is the Lord our God. 

Collect Keep your family safe, O Lord, with unfailing care, that, 
relying solely on the hope of heavenly grace, they may be defended 
always by your protection. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Genesis 1:20-2:4; Psalm 8; Mark7:l-13 

The Pharisees and some of the teachers of the law who had come 
from Jerusalem gathered round Jesus and saw some of his disciples 
eating food with hands that were unclean, that is, unwashed. (The 
Pharisees and all the Jews do not eat unless they give their hands a 
ceremonial washing, holding to the tradition of the elders. When 


they come from the market-place they do not eat unless they wash. 
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And they observe many other traditions, such as the washing of cups, 
pitchers and kettles.) So the Pharisees and teachers of the law asked 
Jesus, Why don’t your disciples live according to the tradition of the 
elders instead of eating their food with ‘unclean ’ hands? He replied, 
Isaiah was right when he prophesied about you hypocrites; as it is 
written: 'These people honour me with their lips, but their hearts are 
far from me. They worship me in vcdn; their teachings are but rules 
taught by men. ’ You have let go of the commands of God and are 
holding on to the traditions of men. And he said to them: You have a 
fine way of setting aside the commands of God in order to observe 
your own traditions! For Moses said, ‘Honour your father and your 
mother, ’ and, ‘Anyone who curses his father or mother must be put 
to death. ’ But you say that if a man says to his father or mother: 
‘Whatever help you might otherwise have received from me is 
Corban ’ (that is, a gift devoted to God), then you no longer let him 
do anything for his father or mother. Thus you nullify the word of 
God by your tradition that you have handed down. And you do many 


things like that. (Mark 7:1-13) 
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God’s Law Our Gospel passage today is one of many that could 
be cited portraying the opposition to Jesus Christ mounted by many 
of the religious leaders — in this case, the Pharisees and some of the 
teachers of the Law. We are in Galilee, and Jesus is filling the region 
with his preaching and his miracles. He has fed a large multitude 
with a handful of food. He has gone to his disciples walking on the 
Sea. At Gennesaret, he healed numbers of people, as he did 
throughout the towns and villages of Galilee. That is to say, Jesus of 
Nazareth was now a prophet of renown. He surpassed John the 
Baptist, and the talk of him passed beyond the lands of the chosen 
people. We can imagine the talk within the leading circles and the 
Sanhedrin in Jerusalem, the religious capital, and the decision being 
made to investigate. So, representatives of the Pharisees and the 
teachers of the Law set out for Galilee. They pass Samaria and 
finally arrive in the region, and learn where Jesus is — and to that 
location they proceed. They have their spiritual “baggage” as we 
might express it, which will soon be revealed by Jesus. So they 


arrive, observe, and wait for a lull in the activities. Jesus is there, 
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calm, full of his holy work, with nobility of face. He is in the 
physical prime of a person’s life, and he is allowing his disciples to 
eat and rest for the next stage in their intense ministry. Perhaps he is 
standing in their midst, eating a little with them, with a smile on his 
face as he watches his closest companions. He is fully aware of the 
group from Jerusalem, but he waits. The men from Jerusalem 
observe, and then, perhaps with an air of importance, they gather 
around Jesus. They have an immediate objection, eyeing our Lord’s 
disciples as they eat. Pointing to the disciples, their leader asks why 
they obviously flout the received traditions of the Rabbis. Observant 
Jews washed before eating, and washed religiously, they insisted. 
Not only were Christ’s disciples lax, then, but they gave a bad 
example that undermined Jewish religious practice. The leaders 
were attempting to put Jesus in his proper place (as they viewed it), 
for it was they, the leaders, and no one else who were to set the 


benchmark for religious living. 
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In every confrontation recorded in the Gospels it is Christ 
who dominates the argument and who routs his opponents. We read 
that at the end of the history of such confrontations, Christ’s enemies 
did not ask more questions. They had learnt that they were no match 
for Jesus of Nazareth, and retired in silence — though seething with 
lethal jealousy and anger that no one could stem. He had refused to 
acknowledge their headship over all religion, and indeed presented 
himself as the very Son of God. On the occasion of our Gospel 
passage today (Mark 7: 1-13), our Lord listens to their accusation 
and immediately overturns their entire position. “So the Pharisees 
and teachers of the law asked Jesus, Why do not your disciples live 
according to the tradition of the elders instead of eating their food 
with ‘unclean ’ hands? He replied, Isaiah was right when he 
prophesied about you hypocrites; as it is written: 'These people 
honour me with their lips, but their hearts are far from me. They 
worship me in vain; their teachings are but rules taught by men. ’ You 
have let go of the commands of God and are holding on to the 
traditions of men?' So they had lost sight of the Law of God and 
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insisted on the traditions of men, for the purpose of their own 
aggrandisement. They placed their emphasis on traditions that 
stemmed from their class, and this they did because their hearts were 
far from God. For instance, our Lord continues, you apply your rule 
of “corban” in a way that is often at direct variance with the 
command of God to honour one’s parents. “Corban” is referred to in 
a passage in the writings of the Jewish historian, Josephus. Funds 
from the temple treasury were “corban,” hence could not be used for 
secular purposes, e.g., city improvements, as in the building of an 
aqueduct for water supply (Wars 2.9.4). Our Lord’s reference to it 
shows that at times the religious leaders applied it in a way that 
flouted the law of God. Our Lord was exposing their erroneous 
teaching, their misguided emphasis, and the sinful state of their 
hearts. 


Our Lord, incidentally, did not condemn human traditions nor 
religious rules devised by man to protect religion. He was 
condemning practices that were turned to the purpose of obscuring 
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and violating the commands of God and which fueled a sinful state 
of heart. Let us take our stand with the disciples, and always look to 
Jesus Christ as the Teacher of mankind in all that pertains to God. 
Let our lives be built on hearing the word of God as coming from the 
lips of Jesus, transmitted to us by the Church he founded, and 
accepted wholeheartedly as the guide of life. 

-- 
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Wednesday of the Fifth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 95 (94):6-7 O come, let us worship God and 
bow low before the God who made us, for he is the Lord our God. 

Collect Keep your family safe, O Lord, with unfailing care, that, 
relying solely on the hope of heavenly grace, they may be defended 
always by your protection. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Genesis 2:4-9.15-17; Psalm 103; Mark 7:14-23 

Jesus called the crowd to him and said, Listen to me, everyone, and 
understand this. Nothing outside a man can make him ‘unclean ’ by 
going into him. Rather, it is what conies out of a man that makes him 
‘unclean ’. After he had left the crowd and entered the house, his 
disciples asked him about this parable. Are you so dull? he asked. 


Don’t you see that nothing that enters a man from the outside can 
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make him ‘unclean ’? For it doesn’t go into his heart but into his 
stomach, and then passes from him. (In saying this, Jesus declared 
cdl foods clean.) He went on: What comes out of a man is what makes 
him ‘unclean ’. For from within, out of men’s hearts, come evil 
thoughts, sexual immorality, theft, murder, adultery, greed, malice, 
deceit, lewclness, envy, slander, arrogance and folly. All these evils 
come from inside and make a man ‘unclean ’. (Mark 7:14-23) 

The Heart’s Choice One of the most common of notions in 
religions and cultures is that of the conscience. It would be an insult 
to accuse a person of not having a conscience, even though it is 
readily admitted that a person’s conscience can be profoundly 
weakened — as can the conscience of a whole society. But what is 
the conscience? There are numerous philosophical answers to this 
question. Catholic thought sees conscience as a judgment of reason 
which at the appropriate moment enjoins a person to do good and to 
avoid evil. It involves an apprehension of and a judgment on what is 
objectively moral and good, and its contrary, what is objectively 
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immoral and bad. By contrast, there are scientists and certain 
philosophers who regard the conscience as merely a function of the 
brain, a mere “gut feeling” which by instinct or choice serves useful 
ends. Behind such a view there is usually the notion that reality is 
purely physical, and that moral laws are ultimately reducible to 
physical laws. What “should be” is nothing more than what “is” or 
what functions best for the organism - that is, what is “useful.” Now 
this is an immensely important matter. If moral obligation is 
objective — if, independent of society’s expectations, we simply 
should do certain things — then the demands of the conscience are 
absolute. Further, by doing what we perceive ought to be done, we 
shall flourish as persons. By refusing to do this we shall decline and 
corrupt as persons. Furthermore, by doing what is good we 
contribute to the flourishing of the world, and by refusing, we corrupt 
the world. In this sense, there is thus an intimate link between the 
material laws that govern the world, and the moral laws that oblige 
mankind. The truest path to happiness is not by pursuing what 
appears to be useful, but by pursuing the path of duty, regardless of 
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its apparent inutility. All this is to say that careful reflection on 
experience approves the dictum of St Paul that the wages of sin are 
death. Much as we must strive to understand the world and its laws, 
the more crucial task is to place ourselves under the dominion of 
objective duty which itself is founded on the good and the true. 

Something of this is alluded to by our Lord in his attack on a 
religion that places high stress on the mere fulfilment of traditional 
practices and on, for instance, the purity of this or that food. The 
Pharisees and teachers of the Law had attacked our Lord for his 
disciples’ disregard of the Rabbinic tradition of washing with 
elaborate ceremony before eating. It was, we might say, a form of 
justification by works so condemned later by St Paul. Having 
answered that, our Lord spoke subsequently to his disciples about the 
strict prohibition of certain foods. The eating of certain foods of 
itself will not render a person morally corrupt, our Lord states. It is 
to be noted that our Lord does not at this point authorize his disciples 
to disregard Jewish stipulations about foods, with its origins in the 
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Old Testament. We remember that later, in the Acts of the Apostles, 
when Peter received his vision of the “unclean foods”, he stated that 
he had never eaten these “unclean foods.” Rather, our Lord is giving 
his disciples a proper understanding of these stipulations and in the 
process is laying the basis for a development in doctrine and practice 
in the great Church he would found and build. The eating of this or 
that prohibited food will not of itself defile a man. What defiles a 
man is the choice of his heart. It is his moral decision, the act of his 
conscience which is the inner sanctuary of the soul, which leads 
either to his flourishing or to his corruption. “Don’t you see that 
nothing that enters a man from the outside can make him ‘unclean ’? 
He went on: What comes out of a man is what makes him ‘unclean ’. 
For from within, out of men’s hearts, come evil thoughts, sexual 
immorality, theft, murder, adultery, greed, malice, deceit, lewdness, 
envy, slander, arrogance and folly. All these evils come from inside 
and make a man ‘unclean ’“ (Mark 7: 14-23). Our Lord in effect is 
saying that the world depends on the heart of man. Everything can 
change, either for the better or for the worse, depending on the silent 
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and secret decision of the heart. The mighty laws of the universe, 
embracing their physical, sociological, psychological, economic and 
political dimensions, will be profoundly affected by the direction 
taken by the human heart. The heart of man is the rudder that turns 
the Titanic. 

The exemplar of this fact is the Original Sin of the first man 
and woman. It changed everything for the worse. The bad news is 
that the heart of man is, of itself, under the power of sin. This is so 
because of that calamitous original Fall. The good news is that the 
fallen heart of man, which is in effect the heart of the world, can be 
transformed by the free grace of Jesus Christ and made whole and 
good. It can be sanctified and made anew in the likeness of the heart 
of Jesus Christ, and this sanctity is the seed of the world’s 
transformation. Sanctity is possible for everyone who truly believes 
in Jesus Christ and who for love of him obeys his commands. Christ 
commanded baptism and docility to his teaching as it comes to us in 
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the teaching of his Church. Let us take Jesus Christ as our Lord, 
then, for he is our Way, our Truth and our Life. 
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Thursday of the Fifth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 95 (94):6-7 O come, let us worship God and 
bow low before the God who made us, for he is the Lord our God. 

Collect Keep your family safe, O Lord, with unfailing care, that, 
relying solely on the hope of heavenly grace, they may be defended 
always by your protection. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Genesis 2:18-25; Psalm 127; Mark7:24-30 

Jesus left that place and went to the vicinity of Tyre. He entered a 
house and did not want anyone to know it; yet he could not keep his 
presence secret. In fact, as soon as she heard about him, a woman 
whose little daughter was possessed by an evil spirit came and fell at 
his feet. The woman was a Greek, born in Syrian Phoenicia. She 


begged Jesus to drive the demon out of her daughter. First let the 
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children eat all they want, he told her, for it is not right to take the 
children’s bread and toss it to their dogs. Yes, Lord, she replied, but 
even the dogs under the table eat the children’s crumbs. Then he 
told her, For such a reply, you may go; the demon has left your 
daughter. She went home and found her child lying on the bed, and 
the demon gone. (Mark 7:24-30) 

Importunate Requests The Incarnation was authentic. God truly 
became man, and as man subjected himself to the human condition 
— while for the sake of his fellow-man often acting with his divine 
power. So he had his human limits. He exhausted himself with his 
work, and we remember how, despite a terrible storm in the middle 
of the Sea of Galilee, he was sound asleep. There was a limit to his 
physical strength. Passing through Samaria, John tells us in his 
Gospel, he rested at the Well of Jacob for he was tired — the others 
went on to get some provisions. The implication is that he was far 
more weary than the others because of his much more intense 
apostolic work. He was subjected to tremendous sufferings during 
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his Passion, and he died and was buried. The Incarnation was 
authentic. Our Gospel passage today tells us that our Lord left 
Galilee and went to the vicinity of Tyre. He wanted respite with his 
disciples and so he left the land of Israel and buried himself among 
the pagans in the surrounding regions. His intention was that no one 
know his whereabouts — humanly he wanted time with his heavenly 
Father, a little rest perhaps, and probably prime teaching time with 
his disciples. All these necessities were in very short supply 
wherever he went in Galilee and Judea, for he was pursued by the 
people for his miracles and his goodness, and hounded by his 
enemies who were hostile to his teaching. So he found a house 
somewhere in Tyre which he could (perhaps rent and) occupy in 
obscurity. Presumably some of his disciples shared the house with 
him while others found more accommodation for themselves in the 
same settlement. But somehow word got out. A suspicion was 
roused. Someone thought the man at the centre of the group, so 
inevitably impressive, so obviously holy, was the prophet of Galilee. 
At this, out came a Syro-Phoenician woman in pursuit, and she was 
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determined to avail herself of this chance of her life. It was her 
beloved daughter’s only hope. She found Jesus, and would not take 
no for an answer. Nothing would discourage her, for the Man before 
her was holy and powerful. 

We know the result of her importunity. Christ was deeply 
affected and pleased with her persistent faith and granted at a word 
the answer to her prayer. He had hoped to be unknown, unobserved, 
undisturbed, and we must presume that these hopes were now 
shattered. Word was out, and perhaps the settlement where he had 
arrived rose to the unexpected occasion and followed the woman in 
bringing before him their sick, afflicted and possessed. We read in 
the following passage that “And again, departing from the coasts of 
Tyre and Sidon, he came to the Sea of Galilee.” Presumably no more 
rest could be expected there. The point I wish to make, though, is 
that even though our Lord was “in hiding,” we might say, this did not 
mean that he could not be prevailed upon. Time and again through 
life, it might seem (as it were) that our Lord is in hiding and does not 
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“want anyone to know it.” It might seem that all that there is, is 
ordinary life with its ordinary laws and circumstances. It might seem 
that there is nothing specifically divine near at hand, and that, like 
the Syro-Phoenician woman, we are subject to nothing more than the 
forces of everyday life — in her case, this included even demonic 
forces. While we might know and truly believe that God is present 
and that all is in his hand, nevertheless it might seem that God is 
leaving us to our own devices and resources. But in fact, word is out. 
The Church has put the word out — that he is not absent at all. He 
is in the town. He is near at hand. He is awaiting our importunity. 
If the Syro-Phoenician woman, a pagan with little knowledge of 
God’s true revelation, gained her inestimable blessing which changed 
the course of her life and that of her daughter so profoundly, why 
ought we not be just as importunate? Word is out, and Jesus is 
nearby. Life is not just as it appears. There is more in the town than 
what is to be seen. Jesus is with us constantly, for he is God-with-us. 
Let us turn to him and every day place before him our whole selves 
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with all our needs, praying for all those who need our prayers, and 
praying with importunate faith. He will answer our prayers. 

Let us not give up on the prayer of petition. Many do give up 
because they have not received an immediate answer, or because the 
answer has not come in the form requested. How great a tragedy is 
this, for it is clear from the words and practice of our Lord that the 
prayer of petition is one of the most powerful things in the world. 
What could possibly have delivered the daughter of the woman from 
her affliction, but the word of Jesus Christ? The point is that this 
word would not have come if the woman had not thoughtlessly 
disturbed the much-desired respite of the Lord. The heart of Christ 
cannot resist the prayer of faith. Lord, I do believe! Help my 
unbelief! 


■<b»©®dv 
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Friday of the Fifth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 95 (94):6-7 O come, let us worship God and 
bow low before the God who made us, for he is the Lord our God. 

Collect Keep your family safe, O Lord, with unfailing care, that, 
relying solely on the hope of heavenly grace, they may be defended 
always by your protection. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Genesis 3:1-8; Psalm31; Mark7:31-37 

Jesus left the vicinity of Tyre and went through Sidon, down to the 
Sea of Galilee and into the region of the Decapolis. There some 
people brought to him a man who was deaf and could hardly talk, 
and they begged him to place his hand on the man. After he took him 


aside, away from the crowd, Jesus put his fingers into the man’s 
ears. Then he spat and touched the man’s tongue. He looked up to 
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heaven and with a deep sigh said to him, Ephphatha! (which means, 
Be opened!). At this, the man’s ears were opened, his tongue was 
loosened and he began to speak plainly. Jesus commanded them not 
to tell anyone. But the more he did so, the more they kept tcdking 
about it. People were overwhelmed with amazement. He has done 
everything well, they send. He even makes the deaf hear and the 
mute speak. (Mark 7:31-37) 

Work There is a fundamental feature of reality which is 

constantly before us, which we take for granted, and yet which is 
worthy of special reflection. It is that everything is in a state of 
motion, change, activity — from the movement of the galaxies to 
that of the protons. This activity of things causes change in other 
things. Nothing seems to be simply at rest in the sense of being in a 
non-active state. We could describe the reality of our experience as 
reality that is in a state of action and change, always, of course, with 
the potential for further action and change. It is changed, changing 
and causing other things to change, and its movement and state is not 
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random but according to some law. St Thomas Aquinas, taking up 
from Aristotle and the powerful philosophical current stemming from 
him, saw in the changing and changed world an obvious path for the 
natural reason of man to arrive at a knowledge of God. This active 
and changing character of the world reveals a Creator that is, indeed, 
pure act and beyond change. My interest here, though, is simply the 
phenomenon of the very action of things. As we rise in the scale of 
things in action, we approach the world’s pinnacle, which is man. 
He too, is found to be in action. He is acted on by other persons or 
things; he acts on them; and as a result he and they change in the 
process. Not all of his action is work , but his most significant action, 
that action he regards as his most deliberate and important, is his 
work. This is the action he applies himself to in order to sustain 
himself and to contribute to the flourishing of the world. Man works 
— indeed it could be argued that he is born in order to work — and 
his work will be his chief source of happiness provided that in and 
through his work he loves and serves. Man and his world reflect the 
Creator who is ever at work as an outpouring of his love. In sum, 
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ordinary reflection would suggest that work is at the centre of the life 
of man. He is not just a “thinking” person, as Descartes would 
probably have described him. He is an acting person and his action 
finds him at work in and on the world. According as he works, so 
will he flourish and be fulfilled. 

In this fundamental feature of man’s natural calling, Jesus 
Christ is his exemplar. Christ engaged in a tremendous work for 
which he gave his entire life. For thirty years he worked as an 
ordinary artisan with his foster-father, Joseph the Carpenter. Jesus 
Christ was a builder-carpenter. Then the day came when he gave 
himself to that special work for which he was sent into the world by 
his heavenly Father. That work was the establishment of the 
Kingdom of God in his own person. His baptism by John in the river 
Jordan was the opening shot, and he filled Galilee and Judea with his 
preaching and teaching, his miracles, and his works. Finally he did 
his greatest work which was to lay down his life in witness to his 
truth, and in this way to make up for all the sins of mankind. By his 
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sufferings and death in obedience to his heavenly Father, he 
redeemed the world from its sin and won for man the gift of the Holy 
Spirit. This was the God-given work of Jesus Christ, and he spent 
himself in its service for love of his Father and us. He did all things 
well. Jesus Christ was the greatest worker in human history, and in 
the redemption of man he performed the greatest of works. 
Something of this is captured in our Gospel today (Mark 7: 31-37). 
Our Lord returns to the Sea of Galilee from the pagan region of Tyre 
and passes on to the area of the Decapolis, where once again the 
people present him with a person to be cured of a malady. This time 
our Lord “works” at it in some detail. We read that “ After he took 
him aside, away from the crowd, Jesus put his fingers into the man’s 
ears. Then he spat and touched the man’s tongue. He looked up to 
heaven and with a deep sigh said to him, Ephphatha! (which means, 
Be opened!). At this, the man’s ears were opened, his tongue was 
loosened and he began to speak plainly .” Why did our Lord take 
such pains over something he could have done at a word? We do not 
know — we can only speculate because our Lord himself does not 
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tell us. But what it reminds us of is the value of work. We ought 
take pains over our work, and strive to do it well out of love. 

In fact, this is exactly how the people described our Lord. He 
did all things well. “ People were overwhelmed with amazement. He 
has done everything well, they said. He even makes the deaf hear 
and the mute speak." If, as Christians, we take Jesus Christ to be our 
model of what it means to be truly human, we shall strive to do all 
things well. The three great pillars of the Christian life, prayer, 
fasting and works of mercy, could even be situated principally in the 
context of man’s vocation to work — work for God and for his 
fellow man. Let us work with love, striving to serve God with all our 
heart, and our neighbour with the love with which he loves us. 
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Saturday of the Fifth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 95 (94):6-7 O come, let us worship God and 
bow low before the God who made us, for he is the Lord our God. 

Collect Keep your family safe, O Lord, with unfailing care, that, 
relying solely on the hope of heavenly grace, they may be defended 
always by your protection. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Genesis 3: 9-24; Psalm 89; Mark 8:1-10 

During those days another large crowd gathered. Since they had 
nothing to eat, Jesus called his disciples to him and said, I have 
compassion for these people; they have already been with me three 
days and have nothing to eat. If I send them home hungry, they will 
collapse on the way, because some of them have come a long 


distance. His disciples answered, But where in this remote place can 
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anyone get enough bread to feed them? How many loaves do you 
have? Jesus asked. Seven, they replied. He told the crowd to sit 
down on the ground. When he had taken the seven loaves and given 
thanks, he broke them and gave them to his disciples to set before the 
people, and they did so. They had a few small fish as well; he gave 
thanks for them also and told the disciples to distribute them. The 
people ate and were satisfied. Afterwards the disciples picked up 
seven basketfuls of broken pieces that were left over. About four 
thousand men were present. And having sent them away, he got into 
the boat with his disciples and went to the region of Dalmanutha. 
(Mark 8:1-10) 

Miracles I suspect that — as with many of the miracles of our 
Lord — the feeding by Christ of the four thousand men (not counting 
any women or children who may have been there) is read and 
thought of in rather casual manner by many. But consider the 
circumstances. Mark does not tell us explicitly where it occurred, 
nor when. It was in a deserted region, far from settlements or stores. 
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The detail that the huge crowd had been with our Lord for three days 
suggests an event unconnected in time and location from the healing 
just narrated in the previous chapter. It also explains why all the 
food that people may have brought had completely run out. After 
three days they had nothing to eat, and perhaps this was beginning to 
show with some in the crowd on the verge of fainting. The 
seriousness of the situation may have loomed before the disciples. In 
such a situation, the prospect of the crowd dispersing to return to 
their homes or to places where food could be procured was full of 
problems. As our Lord said, “If I send them back to their homes they 
will collapse on the way, because some of them have come a long 
distance.’’'’ It could have been life-threatening. That was the problem, 
and the disciples had nothing to suggest, for “ where in this remote 
place can anyone get enough bread to feed themT ’ All they had were 
seven loaves and a few small fish — these details Peter remembered, 
which Mark, his assistant in Rome, recorded. Peter would have 
recalled his profound anxiety about what to do with the crowd, so 
large and yet bereft of provisions, and in a location far from home 
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and respite. Then Christ directed that the entire multitude be told to 
sit and wait. At that, our Lord blessed the seven loaves — imagine 
those seven loaves being held by our Lord, together with the few 
fish! — and then quietly raising his eyes to heaven he blessed them. 
The same was done with the fish, and the disciples were sent forth 
with their few bits of bread and fish. The hungry throng was filled to 
satisfaction. All hunger had completely gone, and undoubtedly — if 
we remember the water turned to wine at the wedding feast of Cana 
— it was delicious bread and fish. So, having finished all were 
entirely satisfied. 

It was a spectacular miracle, but Mark does not tell us of the 
reaction of the crowd. The only precedent for such a thing was when 
long before, God sent manna in the desert to feed the wandering 
Hebrews. So extraordinary was this that it was always remembered 
by the chosen people, and recorded in its inspired books. But it was 
something that God did from heaven. In the feeding of the multitude 
in today’s Gospel scene (Mark 8: 1-10), God did not do this from 
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heaven — Jesus Christ did it in front of them. He worked the 
miracle directly. Now, as I observed at the beginning, we tend to 
take a casual attitude to a miracle such as this. Modem secular man 
tends not to think much of it. In fact, miracles in general do not 
mean much to him. Without saying as much, he tends to look on 
them as we might look on reports of the activities of a magician. 
That is not to say that we look on Jesus Christ as a magician, but we 
tend to regard his miracles as — without saying as much — 
ephemeral. It raises the question of the dispositions that are needed 
for real faith in the person of Jesus Christ. The fact is that the 
crowds scarcely got past the miracles. They pursued our Lord for 
the benefits his miracles brought to them, but they lacked an interest 
in what was our Lord’s fundamental mission, the taking away of sin 
and receiving a share in his own life. This was the Kingdom of God 
that he had come to establish. The Kingdom consisted in sharing his 
life, union with him, and the following of him. The crowds had little 
interest in this, and so did not arrive at the saving faith the miracles 
were meant to foster. If there is a genuine interest in being rid of sin 
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and of attaining holiness of life, then the miracles of Jesus Christ will 
assist us in attaining saving faith in him. According as we 
contemplate Jesus Christ, his miracles will reveal more and more of 
him to us. It is he who does the miracle, and the contemplation of a 
miracle such as this in the Gospel of St Mark is the contemplation of 
Jesus Christ , the Redeemer of man, the Lamb of God who takes 
away the sin of the world. 

Our Lord told the parable of the sower going out to sow his 
seed. Some seed fell on the path, others on rocky surfaces, others 
among thorns. It had little chance of a good result. Some seed fell 
on good soil and so it produced its harvest. We need to be good soil. 
We need to have the right fundamental dispositions if what is 
revealed to us in the Gospel accounts, including the miracles of Jesus 
Christ, is to have its proper effect. We need to be concerned about 
sin and we need to have a yearning for God. Let us ask God to give 
us the right starting points, and then the grace to grow in the faith 


granted to us at our baptism. 
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Sixth Sunday of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 31 (30):3-4 Be my protector, O God, a 
mighty stronghold to save me. For you are my rock, my stronghold! 
Lead me, guide me, for the sake of your name. 

Collect O God, who teach us that you abide in hearts that are just 
and true, grant that we may be so fashioned by your grace as to 
become a dwelling pleasing to you. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Ecclesiasticus 15:16-21; Psalm 118; 

1 Corinthians 2: 6-10; Matthew 5:17-37 

Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I 
have not come to abolish them but to fulfil them. I tell you the truth, 
until heaven and earth disappear, not the smallest letter, not the least 
stroke of a pen, will by any means disappear from the Law until 
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everything is accomplished. Anyone who breaks one of the least of 
these commandments and teaches others to do the same will be 
called least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever practises and 
teaches these commands will be called great in the kingdom of 
heaven. For I tell you that unless your righteousness surpasses that 
of the Pharisees and the teachers of the law, you will certainly not 
enter the kingdom of heaven. You have heard that it was said to the 
people long ago, ‘Do not murder, and anyone who murders will be 
subject to judgment. ’ But I tell you that anyone who is angry with his 
brother will be subject to judgment. Again, anyone who says to his 
brother, ‘Raca, ’ is answerable to the Sanhedrin. But anyone who 
says, ‘You fool! ’ will be in danger of the fire of hell. Therefore, if 
you are offering your gift at the altar and there remember that your 
brother has something against you, leave your gift there in front of 
the altar. First go and be reconciled to your brother; then come and 
offer your gift. Settle matters quickly with your adversary who is 
taking you to court. Do it while you are still with him on the way, or 
he may hand you over to the judge, and the judge may hand you over 
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to the officer, and you may be thrown into prison. I tell you the truth, 
you will not get out until you have paid the last penny. You have 
heard that it was said, ‘Do not commit adultery. ’ But I tell you that 
anyone who looks at a woman lustfully has already committed 
adultery with her in his heart. If your right eye causes you to sin, 
gouge it out and throw it away. It is better for you to lose one part of 
your body than for your whole body to be thrown into hell. And if 
your right hand causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it away. It is 
better for you to lose one part of your body than for your whole body 
to go into hell. It has been said, ‘Anyone who divorces his wife must 
give her a certificate of divorce. ’ But I tell you that anyone who 
divorces his wife, except for marital unfaithfulness, causes her to 
become an adulteress, and anyone who marries the divorced woman 
commits adultery. Again, you have heard that it was said to the 
people long ago, ‘Do not break your oath, but keep the oaths you 
have made to the Lord. ’ But I tell you, Do not swear at all: either by 
heaven, for it is God’s throne; or by the earth, for it is his footstool; 
or by Jerusalem, for it is the city of the Great King. And do not 
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swear by your head, for you cannot make even one hear white or 
black. Simply let your ‘Yes’be ‘Yes’, and your ‘No’, ‘No’; anything 
beyond this comes from the evil one. (Matthew 5:17-37) 

Lust I remember when presenting a paper to my thesis 

supervisor years ago in one university, I made mention of the fact 
that Newman described religion as being a matter of authority and 
obedience. There is no true religion without the recognition of 
God’s authority to command and our obeying his commands. The 
supervisor was not impressed with this description. He insisted on 
love being the essence of religion. Of course, love is of the essence 
of religion, but it is too vague. Love means any number of things. 
What it needs is a test to determine its real nature. A person can say 
that he is “in love,” when all that is meant is that he is infatuated. 
Once the infatuation passes he regards himself as no longer “in 
love.” Our Lord gave a test when it came to being “in love” with 
him, and that test is obedience to his commands. “If you love me you 
will keep my commands .” In that sense the religion of Jesus Christ is 
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a matter of recognizing his authority and obeying his commands. In 
our Gospel passage today our Lord insists on obedience to the Law 
of God. “ Anyone who breaks one of the least of these 
commandments and teaches others to do the same will be called least 
in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever practises and teaches these 
commands will be ccdled great in the kingdom of heaven.'’’’ But then 
he goes on to expound on the extent of this obedience, and it must far 
exceed the “righteousness” of the “Pharisees and the teachers of the 
Law.” These leaders were distinguished in the popular mind for their 
obedience to the rules of religion. They claimed to obey the Law in 
all its letters and all its strokes. But our Lord charged them with 
observing a deformation of the Law, a rule of life that stressed 
externals and appearances while leaving untouched a corrupted heart. 
Our Lord warned that unless our righteousness exceeds a purely 
external religion we shall never enter the Kingdom of Heaven. Our 
righteousness, our holiness must be above all a holiness of the heart. 
Our Lord gives many instances of this, but I wish here to mention 
one of them. It is his mention of lustful desires and thoughts. 
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Our Lord tells his hearers that anyone who looks at a person 
lustfully has already committed a serious sin of lust in his heart, and 
that all must ruthlessly avoid being led into such sins of the heart. 
Speaking with characteristic Hebraic hyperbole, our Lord insists, “ If 
your right eye causes you to sin, gouge it out and throw it away. It is 
better for you to lose one part of your body than for your whole body 
to be thrown into heir (Matthew 5: 17-37). The fact is that much of 
literature and drama, and much of modem media is pervaded by 
enticements to lust. The aim is to capture attention and interest, and 
the simple means employed is that of referring to and portraying 
lustful situations and images. The one who wishes to be truly human 
in its best sense, let alone a disciple of Christ, must avoid thoughts 
and desires that will debase the mind and heart in this way. Such 
thoughts and desires, prompted by images from various sources, can 
become like a dangerous drug. Lust can quickly become an 
addiction, and the source of terrible interior sins — what our Lord 
calls adultery of the heart and all its accompanying vices. God our 
Judge sees all. Let us reflect on the seriousness of this, precisely 
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because our culture has become so laden with lustful gratification. 
Each person must be vigilant against this enemy. The disciple of 
Christ has the vocation to put on the mind of Christ, and to make the 
mind of Christ the criterion of what holds sway in society and of the 
models of man it promotes. Our Lord’s command to avoid interior 
sins of lust at all costs is part of the ninth commandment, which 
forbids all desire of one’s neighbour’s spouse. It requires that one 
overcome carnal concupiscence in thought and in desire, and that one 
purify the heart and practise temperance at this level. It forbids 
cultivating thoughts and desires connected to actions forbidden by 
the sixth commandment. The battle must be sustained to achieve a 
life of chastity of mind and heart, purity of vision both exterior and 
interior, and a discipline of the imagination and feelings. 

In a word, the Christian religion requires purity of mind, heart 
and life. Purity requires a modesty that protects the intimate centre 
of the person and that expresses chastity. It guides how one looks at 
others and behaves towards them in conformity with the dignity of 
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persons and their proper communion with others. It frees one from 
widespread eroticism and avoids those things which foster morbid 
curiosity. Purity also requires a purification of the social climate by 
means of a constant struggle against moral permissiveness which is 
founded on an erroneous conception of human freedom. In a word, 
let us strive to put on the mind of Christ in this, as in everything. 

Further reading : The Catechism of the Catholic Church , no.2514- 
2527 (Purity of heart — 9 th commandment) 
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Monday of the Sixth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 31 (30):3-4 Be my protector, O God, a 
mighty stronghold to save me. For you are my rock, my stronghold! 
Lead me, guide me, for the sake of your name. 

Collect 0 God, who teach us that you abide in hearts that are just 
and true, grant that we may be so fashioned by your grace as to 
become a dwelling pleasing to you. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Genesis 4: 1-15.25; Psalm49; Mark8:ll-13 

The Pharisees came and began to question Jesus. To test him, they 
asked him for a sign from heaven. He sighed deeply and said, Why 
does this generation demand a sign ? I tell you the truth, no sign will 
be given to it. Then he left them, got back into the boat and crossed 


to the other side. (Mark 8:11-13) 
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The Pharisees’ Request One of the most striking and consoling 
teachings of our Lord in the Gospels is his teaching on prayer. He 
reminds us that God is our Father, and he tells us that we are to 
approach our heavenly Father with confidence and persistence. Ask 
and you will receive, he assures us. Seek and you will find. Knock 
and die door will be opened to you. Then he tells a parable of the 
widow who importunately persisted with her demands of the unjust 
judge and gained her requests. We too are to be persistent with our 
heavenly Father. St Alphonsus Ligouri writes that the reason why 
we do not receive a lot more from God our Father is that we ask so 
little of him, and he goes on to say that the prayer of petition is 
crucial for our very salvation. But now, there are times in the 
Gospels when our Lord does not grant petitions. For instance — and 
this is a petition presented to him by those who loved him dearly — 
he was once approached by the mother of the sons of Zebedee with 
her two sons in order to ask a favour of him. What do you want me 
to do for you? he asked. Grant that these two sons of mine receive 
first places at your side in your kingdom. Our Lord did not grant that 
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request, even when they assured him — and he confirmed their 
assurance — that they would share in his “baptism” of suffering. But 
in fact, in his answer he was granting them that greater grace of 
suffering and dying with him in the future. On a later occasion, 
during his Passion, our Lord was hauled before King Herod, and 
Herod had a request too. He wanted our Lord to perform a sign. He 
wanted to be entertained. All he received from our Lord was a 
profound silence. Our Lord refused so much as to speak to him. So, 
for a variety of reasons, some requests are unavailing. In our Gospel 
passage today (Mark 8:11-13) the Pharisees, no less, come to him 
with a request. Their request was that he perform a sign — not as 
entertainment, but as a test which would satisfy them as to his 
claims. What did they receive from our Lord? All they got was a 
profound sigh, in effect telling them that their case was virtually 
hopeless. Their request received a stony silence and, furthermore, 
our Lord’s immediate departure from them. 
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All through the Gospels our Lord is shown to be granting 
requests. People come to him with their afflictions and he heals 
them. A person comes telling him of someone they love who has 
actually died. Our Lord gives back that person alive and well. The 
blind see, the lepers are cleansed, the dead are raised. Our Lord is 
revealing not just the power of God but the kindness of God and his 
readiness to hear our prayers. As St John expresses it, the works of 
Christ are signs. But it is also very clear that in all our petitions we 
must address them to God recognizing that he is God. Anything you 
ask the Father in my name, our Lord assures us, he will grant. 
Indeed, anything you ask me, I will do. But our prayer must be true 
prayer, expressed with a lively sense of who we are and of who God 
is, otherwise we are addressing an idol of our own creation and not 
the living God who has revealed himself in Jesus. Now, granted this 
and on this basis, we ought fill up our lives with earnest petitionary 
prayer. Consider all that we need to pray for! Think of the members 
of our own families, our parents, our brothers and sisters, our 
children. Think of their material and spiritual welfare that needs so 



1252 


much the care and help of God. Think of all those we have known 
who have died and who await our prayers that their period of 
purification will be hastened and that they will be admitted into 
God’s presence in heaven. Let us pray for the dead. There is no 
doubt that great numbers would be in Purgatory — that stage of 
purification from the effects of sin prior to entrance into the all-holy 
presence of God for eternity. They depend on our prayers for they 
are unable to merit, now that life for them has ended. Think of the 
vast numbers who have no one to pray for them either in this life or 
in the next. Prayer is our most powerful weapon because in it we are 
enlisting the aid of the great God himself. Creator and Lord of all. 

Let our Lord’s response to the request of the Pharisees remind 
us of prayer and of our Lord’s teaching on prayer. How abundantly 
he answered the prayers of those who approached him! But we must 
pray properly and approach Christ with the right dispositions. Let us 
ask our Lord to teach us to pray so that our prayer may serve his 
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interests and those for whom he died. Our true prospects depend on 
our prayer, and the one who prays for others serves mankind greatly. 
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Tuesday of the Sixth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 31 (30):3-4 Be my protector, O God, a 
mighty stronghold to save me. For you are my rock, my stronghold! 
Lead me, guide me, for the sake of your name. 

Collect 0 God, who teach us that you abide in hearts that are just 
and true, grant that we may be so fashioned by your grace as to 
become a dwelling pleasing to you. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Genesis 6:5-8; 7: 1-5.10; Psalm 28; Mark 8:14-21 

The disciples had forgotten to bring bread, except for one loaf they 
had with them in the boat. Be careful, Jesus warned them. Watch 
out for the yeast of the Pharisees and that of Herod. They discussed 
this with one another and scud, It is because we have no bread. 


Aware of their discussion, Jesus asked them: Why are you talking 
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about having no bread? Do you still not see or understand? Are your 
hearts hardened? Do you have eyes but fail to see, and ears but fail 
to hear? And don 7 you remember? When I broke the five loaves for 
the five thousand, how many basketfuls of pieces did you pick up ? 
Twelve, they replied. And when / broke the seven loaves for the four 
thousand, how many basketfuls of pieces did you pick up? They 
answered, Seven. He said to them, Do you still not understand? 
(Mark 8:14-21) 

Understanding I have often thought that all too often we miss 
the liveliness and even the humour that is present in the Gospels and 
the New Testament. In the Acts of the Apostles, for instance, there 
are accounts of events that are quite funny and if there were space 
here I would mention them. In the Gospels our Lord says things 
which I am convinced would have evoked laughter from 
his listeners, with himself smiling as he said them. On one occasion 
he spoke of our endeavouring to take the splinter out of our brother’s 
eye while all the time having a log of wood in our own! Our passage 



1256 


today is taken from St Mark, and Mark too, I think, shows a sense of 
humour at times. Consider our scene today. We are told that the 
disciples were with our Lord in the boat, and that they had among 
them only one loaf of bread. Our Lord saw them discussing this and 
gave the warning to beware of the yeast of the Pharisees and of 
Herod. It was the Pharisees and the Herodians, of course, who were 
endeavouring to oppose and undermine him and his teaching. The 
disciples, though fully aware of the determined opposition 
enveloping our Lord from those hostile quarters, may have taken our 
Lord to mean that they were not to obtain bread from the Pharisees 
and the Herodians. Their bread, their yeast, would be suspicious or 
no good. Who knows, but perhaps they thought our Lord was 
implying that the bread that would come from that quarter would be 
not only bad to eat, but deliberately tampered with so as to do our 
Lord and his disciples harm. I like to think of our Lord gently 
laughing at their crass interpretation of what he said, and then saying, 
“Why are you talking about having no bread? Do you still not see or 
understand? Are your hearts hardened? Do you have eyes but fail to 
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see, and ears but fail to hear? And don’t you remember?" (Mark 
8:14-21) That is to say, I suggest that his exasperation at their lack of 
understanding was corrective but good humoured. He loved his 
disciples, understood their foibles and limitations which often caused 
him to smile or laugh, and gave himself patiently to their formation. 

The point here, though, is the matter of understanding. 
Throughout the Gospels the disciples are shown to love our Lord, to 
be generous, but to be very limited indeed in their understanding of 
him and his teaching. Our Gospel passage today gives us one more 
instance of this. God himself, in the person of our Lord the Son of 
God, was working on their formation and how slow a work it was! 
Yet our Lord was lovingly patient, for all would change with the 
coming of the Holy Spirit. The Spirit of God would remind them of 
all that he had told them and would lead them to the complete truth. 
This promise of the coming and the work of the Spirit is not only a 
promise which at the Last Supper our Lord made to his Apostles, but 
it is a promise made through them to the Church which he built on 
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them. The Church is Christ’s faithful, living in him and united with 
the successors of the Apostles. With all their limitations, now they 
have the Holy Spirit. The Church is the abode of the Spirit of Christ 
who vivifies the Church and reminds her of all that Christ said. Not 
only does the Spirit remind the faithful of what Christ said, but he 
guides the Church to a fuller and deeper understanding of Christ’s 
doctrine. Thus does Christian doctrine develop. That development 
represents the Church’s increasing understanding of the teaching of 
Christ under the guidance of the Spirit of God. And so in the course 
of the Church’s history, the Ecumenical Councils clarify Christ’s 
teaching when it comes under challenge and when it needs to be 
applied to this or that epoch. Thus, too, we have the successors of St 
Peter intervening at times with solemn definitions or more commonly 
with Encyclicals or other documents developing the Church’s 
teaching on Christ, the Trinity, the natural law, sexual morality, 
social justice and other facets of Christian teaching. All these modes 
whereby the Church’s doctrine develops over the years and centuries 
are manifestations of the action of the Spirit of Christ. He, the divine 
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Spirit, is present and active in the Church, leading the Church to 
remember and more fully understand what Christ has revealed to her. 

As we think of the disciples in the boat showing their 
slowness in understanding , let us think of the divine Resource with 
which Christ has now endowed his Church. That divine Resource is 
the Holy Spirit, the Spirit of Christ and the Father who bears witness 
to Christ and his teaching, helping the Church and her children to 
remember and understand the revelation of Christ. The Holy Spirit 
is the Gift of God par excellence and he is the possession of the 
Church, just as the Church is his possession. Through the ministry of 
the Church he is the possession of her faithful. Let us treasure this 
Gift that is ours from our baptism and pray to the Spirit for light to 
know and live the teaching of our risen Lord. 
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Wednesday of the Sixth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 31 (30):3-4 Be my protector, O God, a 
mighty stronghold to save me. For you are my rock, my stronghold! 
Lead me, guide me, for the sake of your name. 

Collect O God, who teach us that you abide in hearts that are just 
and true, grant that we may be so fashioned by your grace as to 
become a dwelling pleasing to you. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Genesis 8:6-13.20-22; Psalm 115; Mark 8:22-26 

They came to Bethsaida, and some people brought a blind man and 
begged Jesus to touch him. He took the blind man by the hand and 
led him outside the village. When he had spat on the man ’s eyes and 
put his hands on him, Jesus asked, Do you see anything? He looked 
up and said, I see people; they look like trees walking around. Once 
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more Jesus put his hands on the man’s eyes. Then his eyes were 
opened, his sight was restored, and he saw everything clearly. Jesus 
sent him home, saying, Don’t go into the village. (Mark 8:22-26) 

God’s Ways I knew a very good Catholic family, one of the 
children of which caused a lot of worry to the parents. This worry 
went on for years, and the parents could not be faulted for their 
efforts and their love. A friend of theirs who also had a large family, 
reflecting on the sad experience of that family, observed that a lot of 
luck is involved in being free of such family problems. What she 
meant was that there seems to be no pattern to some of these things. 
Burdens of this scale can strike the best of families, and they can be 
absent from the best of families. It is an aspect of the mystery of the 
ways of God and man. A person suffering from a serious and 
intractable condition prays for the intercession of a person whose 
Cause for Beatification is proceeding, and a miracle of healing 
occurs. The suffering person becomes wonderfully whole and the 
event is eventually recognized formally as a miracle. Another person 
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prays for the healing of an affliction and others join in the prayer for 
healing. The prayers keep up and go on for a long time. All it would 
take is the touch of God, yet no healing occurs. Why is this? We do 
not know. It is all part of the mystery of the ways of God. 
Everywhere, the fortunes of people vary enormously. One person 
works hard, obtains his Ph.D and hopes to do well in his career and 
chosen speciality. But nothing comes of it. He never gets a position 
in which he can shine. He is never in the right place at the right time, 
and in any case he is not particularly good at competing against 
others. So, despite his initial qualifications his life proceeds on a 
level that is very ordinary and quite below his potential. Another 
also obtains his Ph.D, but “as luck has it,” whatever he touches 
seems to turn to gold for him. He attracts the regard of his bosses, 
and is favoured with opportunities. He is able to shine in a way that 
never was possible for the former. There seems to be a law of the 
universe that in various respects some are favoured, and, relatively 
speaking, others are not. It seems unfair. Why is this? It is part of 
the mystery of the ways of man and of God who is the Creator of all. 



1263 


In our Gospel today our Lord and the Twelve arrive in 
Bethsaida, and we read that “some people brought a blind man and 
begged Jesus to touch him'' The detail that all they asked for from 
Jesus is that he touch the blind man is revealing. They had no doubt 
about our Lord’s power. A mere touch would bring full restoration 
of sight. Elsewhere we read that people would merely touch the hem 
of his garments and they would receive healing, and we are given a 
detailed account of one instance of this. Unbeknown to the crowd, 
and in terms of his human intellect unbeknown to Jesus himself, a 
woman who had a long-standing physical affliction edged her way 
towards Jesus amid the pressing crowd. No one saw her, nor did 
Christ himself who was making his way (with difficulty) towards a 
dwelling where another was at the point of death, and very soon to 
die. She grasped the edge of his garment, and was healed of her 
infirmity. A profound feeling of wellbeing flooded her frame, and 
she knew that her affliction had gone. Christ had not touched her, 
but she had touched his garment. Our Lord thereupon stopped — for 
he could feel that healing power had gone forth from him — and we 
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know the rest of what happened. The point is that it was widely 
understood that all a healing took was a touch from Christ, or a mere 
word from him, or that people in their turn touch him. It was an 
effortless thing for Christ to restore a person to perfect health, and 
indeed from death to life. He did precisely this with the young man 
of Nain who was restored from death to his widowed mother. And 
so it is that in our Gospel today, people come to our Lord with their 
blind friend and ask him to touch him and restore his sight. But what 
happened? This time it was not so simple. Our Lord led the blind 
man right out of the village and worked on it over several steps. We 
read that he “spat on the man’s eyes and put his hands on him. Then 
Jesus asked, Do you see anything? He looked up and said, I see 
people; they look like trees walking around. Once more Jesus put his 
hands on the man’s eyes. Then his eyes were opened, his sight was 
restored, and he saw everything clearly” (Mark 8:22-26). 

Why did our Lord do things this way? We do not know. It is 
part of the mystery of the ways of God. There were blind people, 
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undoubtedly, who were not healed by Christ because they lacked the 
opportunity and means to come to him. We cannot possibly 
understand why God seems to favour some in certain ways and 
denies favouring others in those ways. But what we do know is that 
God is all-powerful, all-wise and all-loving. He is our Father and the 
Father of each and all. So whatever be our so-called “luck” in life, 
nothing in fact is mere “luck,” for all is in the care of our heavenly 
Father. Let us trust him, then! 
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Thursday of the Sixth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 31 (30):3-4 Be my protector, O God, a 
mighty stronghold to save me. For you are my rock, my stronghold! 
Lead me, guide me, for the sake of your name. 

Collect 0 God, who teach us that you abide in hearts that are just 
and true, grant that we may be so fashioned by your grace as to 
become a dwelling pleasing to you. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Genesis 9: 1-13; Psalm 101; Mark 8:27-33 

Jesus and his disciples went on to the villages around Caesarea 
Philippi. On the way he asked them, Who do people say I am? They 
replied, Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still 
others, one of the prophets. But what about you? he asked. Who do 
you say I am? Peter answered, You are the Christ. Jesus warned 
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them not to tell anyone about him. He then began to teach them that 
the Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the 
elders, chief priests and teachers of the law, and that he must be put 
to death and after three days rise again. He spoke plainly about this, 
and Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. But when Jesus 
turned and looked at his disciples, he rebuked Peter. Get behind me, 
Satan! he said. You do not have in mind the things of God, but the 
things of men. (Mark 8:27-33) 

What We Think At times one hears it said that the important 
thing in the Christian life is not what you think but what you do. 
What matters is not so much that your thoughts be right but that your 
deeds be right and this means the practice of justice and charity 
towards your neighbour. Now, as is so often the case, there is here a 
real truth in the midst of an untruth and for this reason the statement 
gains in credence. After all, our Lord in his account of the Last 
Judgment (Matthew 25) places the entire weight of God’s Judgment 


on us on the side of what we do for our brothers in need. On another 
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occasion our Lord said that it is not those who say to me, Lord, Lord, 
who will enter the Kingdom of Heaven, but those who do the will of 
my Father in heaven. But this is not to lessen the great importance of 
right thinking — meaning by this a true and correct faith. All 
through the Gospels our Lord is requiring and asking of people that 
they have faith in him. Do you believe? is what he is constantly 
asking. This faith necessarily involves a certain perception, a 
judgment, a certain “opinion”, as we might call it. That is to say, 
faith in Christ entails acceptance of his revelation about himself. 
And so it is that in our Gospel passage today our Lord is asking what 
people are saying of his identity. “ Who do people say I am?” — 
which is to say, what and who do people think I am? That was the 
pivotal question. The scribes and the Pharisees came to our Lord to 
ask him who he himself claimed to be. John’s Gospel shows it was 
also controverted among the people. It was the fundamental issue 
during our Lord’s Passion. The leaders brought our Lord before 
Pilate with the assertion that he was claiming to be a King, which in 
the event Pilate discovered was a mere ruse. The real charge was 
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that he claimed to be the Messiah and Son of God. So Pilate himself 
asked our Lord who he was. Across the ages, the question is, Who is 
Jesus Christ? The answers to this from the very beginning have been 
manifold. Most will agree that he was a great religious leader or a 
great prophet. The important thing is, what is the answer our Lord 
requires, especially of his disciples? “Who do you (you who are my 
disciples) say that I am?” What we think on this is very important. 

The further point to notice is that it was Peter who gave the 
answer: “Peter answered, You are the Chrisf ’ (Mark 8:27-33). In 
Matthew’s Gospel (chapter 16) the answer given by Peter is more 
fully quoted and our Lord’s response to Peter’s answer is also more 
fully quoted. He establishes Simon Peter as the rock of his Church. 
In Peter’s answer we have in germ the constant insistence by the 
Church down the ages that right doctrine and right thought on the 
person of Jesus Christ is of maximum importance. Hence it is that in 
the early centuries of the Church’s history, when there was so much 
contention as to the nature and identity of Jesus Christ, the Church 
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would not allow this to take its own course. Great councils were 
convened to settle and insist on the confession of Peter and the 
Apostles. Christ is none other than God — God the Son, while at the 
same time being true man. He is one divine Person in two distinct 
natures. Many other doctrines were insisted on as necessarily 
implied in that confession. Because the man Jesus is God, Mary his 
mother is the mother of God — the mother of God the Son made 
man, that is. Then as the centuries unfolded, further teachings 
developed under the guidance of the Holy Spirit. These teachings 
constituted an elaboration of the original testimony given, and which 
Christ asked for. In every doctrinal challenge that is mounted against 
the Church’s teaching about Christ and his revelation, Christ puts 
again to his disciples the question, Who do you say I am? It is Peter 
and his successors who give the authoritative and correct answer, and 
that answer is a further implication of the fundamental doctrine that 
Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God and Saviour of the world. The 
truth of the Church’s many doctrines — be they about the nature of 
the Church and her constitution, the Sacraments, the Trinity and the 
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body of teaching that has developed over the centuries — is founded 
on this fundamental doctrine about Christ. Thus heresies are 
declared by the Church to be such. Yes, in the Christian religion it is 
of immense importance that our notions of Christ and his revelation 
be correctly founded. What we think, especially as regards Christ, is 
important. 

The doctrine of Christ is summed up in the Church’s Creeds. 
The two great Creeds are the Apostles’ Creed and the Creed of 
Nicene and Constantinople. The Apostles’ Creed was the Creed of 
the Church in Rome, while that of Nicea was the Creed of the 
Councils of Nicea and Constantinople in the fourth century, the 
century of the Arian and semi-Arian heresies. The Church invites us 
to use the Apostles’ Creed in our private prayer, and she uses the 
Nicene Creed in her public liturgy. Let us shape our daily life by the 
doctrine of the Church, ensuring that our mind and heart — our 
thinking — is filled with the true teaching of Christ. 
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Friday of the Sixth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 31 (30):3-4 Be my protector, O God, a 
mighty stronghold to save me. For you are my rock, my stronghold! 
Lead me, guide me, for the sake of your name. 

Collect 0 God, who teach us that you abide in hearts that are just 
and true, grant that we may be so fashioned by your grace as to 
become a dwelling pleasing to you. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Genesis 11:1-9; Psalm 32; Mark 8:34-9:1 

Then he called the crowd to him cdong with his disciples and said: If 
anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his 
cross and follow me. For whoever wants to save his life will lose it, 
but whoever loses his life for my sake and for the sake of the gospel 
will save it. What good is it for a man to gain the whole world, yet 
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lose his life? Or what can a man give in exchange for his life? If 
anyone is ashamed of me and my words in this adulterous and sinful 
generation, the Son of Man will be ashamed of him when he comes in 
his Father’s glory with the holy angels. And he said to them, I tell 
you the truth, some who are standing here will not taste death before 
they see the kingdom of God come with power. (Mark 8:34-9:1) 

The Cross There have been many great leaders in the world who 
continue to fascinate and astonish students of history. Their power to 
inspire and to lead, their power to offer hope, their capacity to 
organize, all this and more drew after them great numbers of persons 
seeking something much better. We think of great military 
commanders such as Alexander the Great, Julius Caesar, Genghis 
Khan, Napoleon Bonaparte. We think of great rulers, we even think 
of revolutionaries who inspired many others to follow them and turn 
the tide of a country and of history. At the end of his life on the 
island of St Helena, Napoleon reflected on the enduring influence of 
one great leader, Jesus Christ. He, more or less a deist till then 
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(though nominally Catholic), saw that generation after generation 
Christ outshines all others in that he continues to gain the hearts of 
countless persons. They live for him, they love him, they serve him 
and they strive to do all this more and more generously and perfectly. 
The saints give their entire lives to the person of Jesus, and the 
message that the Church sends abroad in her many canonizations of 
saints is that sanctity is for all. All are called to love Jesus Christ as 
totally as possible. But now, let us ask, what is the condition of 
following and loving Christ? Our Lord in our Gospel today tells us 
that condition. Jesus “called the crowd to him along with his 
disciples and said: “ If anyone would come after me, he must deny 
himself and take up his cross and follow me. For whoever wants to 
save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake and for 
the sake of the gospel will save it” (Mark 8:34-9:1). The Christian 
must do what Christ did, he must accept the cross. More than this, he 
must actually “take up” that cross knowing that it is the distinctive 
way of following in the footsteps of Jesus. Suffering was the chosen 
and redeeming path of Christ, and the Christian’s path is to suffer in 
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union with him. This might seem a little mad, but that is what Christ 
has revealed. Suffering is the path to life and to glory. 

A couple generously resolves to have a large family. This 
brings problems and difficulties of finance together with stress in 
coping with the varied developments of this or that child in the 
family. They suffer in union with Jesus, knowing on the word of 
Jesus that their “cross” which they have taken up in imitation of him 
will bear fruit and in its own way will lead to the resurrection. Or 
again, a person falls victim to nervous disorders or physical 
incapacity. Such is what Providence has permitted for him. He 
“takes up” that “cross” and actively accepts it from God knowing 
that by doing so in union with Jesus his life will mysteriously bear 
much fruit and will not only benefit himself spiritually but will 
benefit so many others. He has before him the example of the 
Master who took up his cross and suffered for the salvation of the 
world. In his nervous or physical suffering he is following in the 
footsteps of the Master. Again, a person has an increasing feeling as 
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the years go on that his ambitions to do this or that will come to 
nothing. The circumstances never seem right, his own abilities are 
not up to it, and nothing ever seems to go as well as is needed. He 
accepts the cross and makes it the means of an even greater union 
with the risen, unseen Jesus. Yet another gives unambiguous witness 
to his Christian faith in a hostile work environment and suffers 
profoundly as a result of the opprobrium that gradually comes upon 
him. A Christian in an Islamic country is suddenly confronted by a 
hate-filled extremist who demands at the point of a gun that he 
convert to Islam. He refuses and is shot to death or is left 
incapacitated for the rest of his life. The cross of each person differs 
from that of the next, but whatever is the cross, if it is a real cross it 
will be very burdensome. It will be precisely that which the person 
does not want to have. It will seem to him to be heavier than that 
which some or many others have to bear. By keeping his gaze on 
Christ he is able to accept it with love, love for God and for Christ, 
and so his life despite his disappointments gains a powerful meaning 


and evident joy. 
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Let us pray for the grace truly to advance in the Christian way 
and in union with Jesus by accepting totally his doctrine on the 
Cross. In our Gospel passage today, Jesus calls both his disciples 
and the crowd to him to tell them all that the only way to follow him 
is by being prepared to accept and even embrace the cross. This 
doctrine turns the problem of evil on its head and makes evil and 
suffering the door to glory and life. Let us pray that the mind of 
Christ will be given to us so as to be able to pass through that door, 
the door of the Cross. 
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Saturday of the Sixth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 31 (30):3-4 Be my protector, O God, a 
mighty stronghold to save me. For you are my rock, my stronghold! 
Lead me, guide me, for the sake of your name. 

Collect 0 God, who teach us that you abide in hearts that are just 
and true, grant that we may be so fashioned by your grace as to 
become a dwelling pleasing to you. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Hebrews 11:1-7; Psalm 144; Mark 9:2-13 

After six days Jesus took Peter, James and John with him and led 
them up a high mountain, where they were all alone. There he was 
transfigured before them. His clothes became dazzling white, whiter 
than anyone in the world could bleach them. And there appeared 
before them Elijah and Moses, who were talking with Jesus. Peter 
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said to Jesus, Rabbi, it is good for us to be here. Let us put up three 
tents — one for you, one for Moses and one for Elijah. (He did not 
know what to say, they were so frightened.) Then a cloud appeared 
and enveloped them, and a voice came from the cloud: This is my 
beloved Son. Listen to him! Suddenly, when they looked round, they 
no longer saw anyone with them except Jesus. As they were coming 
down the mountain, Jesus gave them orders not to tell anyone what 
they had seen until the Son of Man had risen from the dead. They 
kept the matter to themselves, discussing what rising from the dead 
meant. And they asked him, Why do the teachers of the law say that 
Elijah must come first? Jesus replied, To be sure, Elijah will come 
first, and restore all things. Why then is it written that the Son of 
Man must suffer much and be rejected? But 1 tell you, Elijah has 
come, and they have done to him everything they wished, just as it is 
written about him. (Mark 9:2-13) 

The Person of Jesus At the height of his ministry, John the 
Baptist was approached by the leaders of the Jews and asked who he 
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claimed to be. Was he the Christ, or Elijah or the Prophet? No, he 
was none of these, John replied. He was simply a voice crying in the 
wilderness for people to prepare for what was coming. That is to say 
(John believed), his own identity was not important. Great as a 
prophet though he was, he was no more than the friend of the 
Bridegroom about to appear. He was simply a voice. But the case 
was altogether different with Jesus of Nazareth. The question of who 
he was remained and grew in significance. The people asked it 
among themselves and the whole issue was controverted. The 
Scribes and the Pharisees put it repeatedly to our Lord because he 
was doing things as if his authority in the things of God were 
supreme. We see our Lord at times evading the question because of 
the unbelief and hostility he could see in their hearts, while at other 
times giving astonishingly bold answers that shocked them. He 
spoke of himself as the Son, and of God as his very own Father. The 
Lather works, so therefore do I. I am the Bread of life. He who eats 
my flesh and drinks my blood will live forever. He was acting and 
speaking as if no other person, however eminent, ever had the 
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standing and the relationship with God that he had. In fact, he was 
acting and speaking as if he claimed to be equal to God. The Father 
and I are one, he claimed. Before Abraham ever was, I AM. Most 
perplexing of all, he was doing things against which one could 
scarcely argue — though other things he did his enemies attacked. 
The issue, though, was who he was and who he claimed to be. He 
himself in his very person stood at the forefront of all consideration 
about him. One could not just take his teaching and consider it 
separately from his person, in the way one may take the teaching of 
some philosopher and, in theory at least, consider it apart from any 
thought to his person. The very person of Jesus was a most central 
component in his teaching, such that in rejecting his person one was 
rejecting his teaching. 

Now, God the Father himself placed the person and identity 
of Jesus of Nazareth at the forefront of all consideration of him. He 
was not just the teacher and revealer of an important message. He 


was the Son of the Father, and all were to listen to him. In our 
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Gospel passage today something happened that Peter, James and 
John never forgot. “ After six days Jesus took Peter, James and John 
with him and led them up a high mountain, where they were all 
alone. There he was transfigured before them.''’ Christ was shown to 
them in glory, glory such as had not been manifested in any other 
prophet before him. Moses, long before, had descended from the 
mountain of God with his face radiant and having to be veiled, but 
that could not match the glory that now was shown in Christ. 
Moreover both he and Elijah were shown talking with Christ, 
showing that his person was the centre and purpose of the revelation 
of God to that point. But more than anything, the Father himself now 
intervened to make it unmistakeably clear who this Jesus was. “ Then 
a cloud appeared and enveloped them, and a voice came from the 
cloud: This is my beloved Son. Listen to him!" (Mark 9:2-13) 
Something very similar had occurred at the beginning of our Lord’s 
public ministry, during his baptism by John in the Jordan. The Spirit 
of God had descended upon him to anoint him with overflowing 
grace and the voice of the Father had come from heaven, saying 
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‘"This is my beloved Son. My favour rests upon him” The Father was 
launching his Son on his mission and the Spirit was endowing him 
with power for it. But now at the transfiguration of Jesus in glory, 
the Father was presenting him to his Apostles and through them, in 
due course, to the world. Jesus is the Son of God. All are to listen to 
him. His person and his identity is the fundamental thing to 
apprehend. On this basis of acceptance of the truth about him, one is 
to accept all that he says and commands. God points to this man and 
says, he is my own divine Son. Accept him as such totally, and 
accept totally his entire word. 

At the end of the vision we are told that “ suddenly, when they 
looked round, they no longer saw anyone with them except Jesus.'’’’ 
Christ presents himself to us in the simple reality of his humanity and 
now that he has gone from our sight, he presents himself even more 
humbly in the holy Eucharist. The divine Son of the Father became a 
man like us, and risen from the dead and in glory, now abides 
constantly in the Church in the humble appearances of the Eucharist. 
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Let us give his person and his word as it comes to us in the ministry 
and teaching of the Church our entire faith and obedience. 
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Seventh Sunday of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 13 (12): 6 O Lord, I trust in your merciful 
love. My heart will rejoice in your salvation. I will sing to the Lord 
who has been bountiful with me. 

Collect Grant, we pray, almighty God, that, always pondering 
spiritual things, we may carry out in both word and deed that which 
is pleasing to you. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Leviticus 19:1-2.17-18; Psalm 102; 

1 Corinthians 3: 16-23; Matthew 5:38-48 

You have heard that it was said, ‘Eye for eye, and tooth for tooth. ’ 
But I tell you, Do not resist an evil person. If someone strikes you on 
the right cheek, turn to him the other also. And if someone wants to 
sue you and take your tunic, let him have your cloak as well. If 
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someone forces you to go one mile, go with him two miles. Give to 
the one who asks you, and do not turn away from the one who wants 
to borrow from you. You have heard that it was said, ‘Love your 
neighbour and hate your enemy. ’ But I tell you: Love your enemies 
and pray for those who persecute you, that you may be sons of your 
Father in heaven. He causes his sun to rise on the evil and the good, 
and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous. If you love 
those who love you, what reward will you get? Are not even the tax 
collectors doing that? And if you greet only your brothers, what are 
you doing more than others? Do not even pagans do that? Be 
perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect. (Matthew 
5:38-48) 

Human Dignity In 2009 there appeared in the journal Bioethics 
an article by Alasdair Cochrane of the London School of Economics 
and Political Science, entitled “Undignified bioethics.” It was an 
attack on the concept of human dignity as a foundation for bioethics. 
I remember years ago when pursuing philosophy in an Australian 
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university, the examiner of one paper I submitted wrote that he could 
not understand the notion of human dignity. As a result, he rejected 
my point. There have been spirited debates in recent decades on the 
nature of human dignity and on its place in moral theory, but 
whatever be the philosophical debates, the fact of human dignity is a 
matter of common sense. It is instinctively recognized by the 
overwhelming majority. Every human being possesses an inherent 
dignity as a result of which he has rights. There is an old saying that 
40,000 Frenchmen can’t be wrong — meaning that the voice of 
mankind carries with it a true authority. Civil law and ordinary 
human relations are based, or ought to be based, on the recognition 
of the dignity of each person, as is the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights of the United Nations. The idea of human dignity — 
easily apprehended even if difficult to fully articulate and define — 
is the foundation of a civilized society. It drives the true 
development of a civilization. Its loss signals a coming barbarism, 
and for this reason Nazism was barbaric. It might even be argued 
that it was this notion, deriving from the Catholic religion and the 
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best of classical thought, that fueled the rise of European civilization. 
Its springs were a classical understanding of man and the doctrine of 
God’s love. Man has an objective value in himself, and that this 
must be respected is a natural law, even if its detailed implications 
require time to see. The Church has always insisted that the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ defends the inalienable dignity and rights of man. It 
scarcely needs to be said that our Lord’s words in today’s Gospel 
powerfully support the dignity of each person — even of one’s very 
enemies. “ Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, 
that you may be sons of your Father in heaven. He causes his sun to 
rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the 
unrighteous ” (Matthew 5:38-48). 

This love for the other — even for one’s enemies — to which 
our Lord refers, powerfully respects the dignity of each human being 
in all kinds of ways, of which only a sample could be given here. If 
we respect the whole person of the other — not only his body but his 
soul — we are not likely carelessly to lead him into sin. A true 
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respect for human dignity will result in taking care of our own 
physical health and that of others, while avoiding the cult of the body 
and every kind of excess. It will lead to the avoidance of the abuse 
of drugs, of food, of alcohol, tobacco and medicine. It will be 
manifest to all who have a sense of the dignity of man, that the 
violence we read of, such as kidnapping and hostage taking, 
terrorism, torture, violence and such like, all attack the dignity of 
man. A special sign of a heightened sense of the dignity of man is 
shown when a society protects the weak and defenceless. The 
weakest, of course, are the unborn and the most sick and elderly. 
Paradoxically, the modern world allows the most serious attacks on 
the weakest — on the unborn and, in certain legislation, on the sick 
and dying. The Alan Guttmacher Institute estimates that 
approximately 42 million abortions are performed every year, which 
(at this point) is more than twice the population of Australia. It is a 
massive attack on the dignity of millions of human beings at their 
most vulnerable stage. Imagine the shock and outcry if a similar 
carnage were reported on whales, elephants or certain other species 
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of animals in the wild. What is needed is a recovery of respect for 
the dignity of each human person. We must think again of what each 
human person is, and the best start to this is for each person to think 
of what he himself is. He is a living, spiritual, immortal Self, able to 
determine and build up his destiny. No animal can do that. The 
animal must act according to its instinct and is driven by it. It is not 
an independent Self — and is certainly not spiritual — but rather is 
the product of internal and external forces which drive it. The human 
being is the source of initiative and choice, and is the object of love. 
Others love him and recognize his rights, and most of all he is loved 
by God. The crowning indication of the dignity of each human being 
is that God the Son became man to die for each and every human 
being, and in this way to make of him a child of God and an heir to 
the homeland of heaven. Man has great dignity. 

Man’s destiny will depend on the degree to which he respects 
his own dignity and that of others. His special dignity is to be a 
child of God, and he has the vocation to live accordingly. If he 
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neglects this supreme facet of his dignity, he is in danger of being 
lost forever. If he fails to respect the dignity and rights of others, he 
is in danger of a similar fate. Our Lord said that at the Final 
Judgment he will say that whatever is done to the least he takes as 
having been done to him. So every person has a high dignity in the 
sight of God. Let us respect that dignity, then! 

Further reading : The Catechism of the Catholic Church , no.2284- 
2301 (Respect for personal dignity) 
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Monday of the Seventh Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 13 (12): 6 O Lord, I trust in your merciful 
love. My heart will rejoice in your salvation. I will sing to the Lord 
who has been bountiful with me. 

Collect Grant, we pray, almighty God, that, always pondering 
spiritual things, we may carry out in both word and deed that which 
is pleasing to you. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Ecclesiasticus 1:1-10; Psalm 92; Mark 9:14-29 

As Jesus came down from the mountain with Peter, Janies, John and 
came to the other disciples, they saw a large crowd around them and 
the teachers of the law arguing with them. As soon as all the people 
saw Jesus, they were overwhelmed with wonder and ran to greet him. 


What are you arguing with them about? he asked. A man in the 



1293 


crowd answered, Teacher, I brought you my son, who is possessed by 
a spirit that has robbed him of speech. Whenever it seizes him, it 
throws him to the ground. He foams at the mouth, gnashes his teeth 
and becomes rigid. I asked your disciples to drive out the spirit, but 
they could not. O unbelieving generation, Jesus replied, how long 
shall 1 stay with you? How long shall I put up with you? Bring the 
boy to me. So they brought him. When the spirit saw Jesus, it 
immediately threw the boy into a convulsion. He fell to the ground 
and rolled around, foaming at the mouth. Jesus asked the boy’s 
father, How long has he been like this? From childhood, he 
answered. It has often thrown him into fire or water to kill him. But 
if you can do anything, take pity on us and help us. ‘If you can ’? 
said Jesus. Everything is possible for him who believes. 
Immediately the boy’s father exclaimed, I do believe; help my 
unbelief! When Jesus saw that a crowd was running to the scene, he 
rebuked the evil spirit. You deaf and mute spirit, he said, I command 
you, come out of him and never enter him again. The spirit shrieked, 
convulsed him violently and came out. The boy looked so much like 
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a corpse that many said, He’s dead. But Jesus took him by the hand 
and lifted him to his feet, and he stood up. After Jesus had gone 
indoors, his disciples asked him privately, Why couldn 7 we drive it 
out? He replied, This kind can come out only by prayer. 
(Mark 9:14-29) 

The Prayer of Need John Calvin laid it down in the first book of 
his Institutes (3.1.) that “the human mind, even by natural instinct, 
possesses some sense of a deity,” and that “God has given to all 
some apprehension of his existence”. For support, he cites Cicero 
who writes in his well-known book On the Nature of the Gods that 
there is no nation so barbarous as not to be firmly persuaded of the 
being of a God. Be that as it may — and with the far greater 
knowledge we now have of the religions of man, we can say that it is 
not quite as simple as that — a further question is, what are the 
foundations or sources of the religious sense? What prompts man to 
turn to the unseen powers above? Again, there is no simple answer, 
but one source is clearly man’s experience of need, vulnerability and 
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helplessness. He is in such constant need of help — help that is 
beyond the reach of his own capacity and the capacity of others 
around him. There are many things that bear down on a person or a 
family or a community that no one seems able to do anything about. 
What is to be done? The only thing, ultimately, that the subject can 
do is turn to the Unseen and ask for aid. That is surely one source of 
religion in the life of man, but of course it is not the only source. In 
our Gospel scene today we have an instance of helplessness so 
characteristic of man’s situation. The man in the crowd was helpless 
before the affliction long endured by his son. It had affected his son 
since his childhood. The description given by the father would 
suggest something like epilepsy but it was more than that because the 
demonic was involved too. “ Teacher, / brought you my son, who is 
possessed by a spirit that has robbed him of speech. Whenever it 
seizes him, it throws him to the ground. He foams at the mouth, 
gnashes his teeth and becomes rigid. I asked your disciples to drive 
out the spirit, but they could not” (Mark 9:14-29). His sense of need 
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led the father of the boy to turn to Christ for aid. We too ought turn 
to Christ for aid in all our needs. 

What was our Lord’s response? He calmly asked the father 
about his son. He was compassionate and, humanly speaking, 
wished to know the case in detail. But then the father in desperation 
cried out, “ But if you can do anything, take pity on us and help us.'’’’ 
In part, it was an excellent prayer, and we have examples of the 
prayer of need elsewhere in the Gospels. We remember how the 
group of lepers called out to our Lord, “Jesus, son of David, have 
pity on us!” Our Lord immediately told them to go to the priests and 
show themselves, and as they were leaving they were cleansed of 
their leprosy. On another occasion the blind beggar Bar Timaeus 
called repeatedly to our Lord that he have pity on him. Our Lord 
summoned him and having asked him what he could do for him, 
there and then restored his sight. The appeal to God in Christ for aid 
is something God wants us to do continually. St Alphonsus Ligouri 
in one of his books writes that the reason why we do not receive a lot 
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more from God is that we ask so little of him. The reason why we 
ask so little of him is that we don’t really believe that asking God for 
what we need will make much difference. We lack faith in the 
goodness and power of God — and this may mean, in some cases, 
that we don’t really believe in God. This very important point in all 
of the prayer that arises from our human need is the very point that 
becomes the issue in our Gospel passage today. The father of the 
boy appeals to our Lord saying, if you can do anything, help us! Our 
Lord’s response was immediate: ‘“If you can’? said Jesus. 
Everything is possible for him who believes.’’'’ We must take that to 
heart in all our prayer. If we recognize that we lack faith, then we 
ought pray for it, and for this we have the excellent prayer of the 
father of the boy in our Gospel passage. ‘7 do believe; help my 
unbelief /” I suggest that every time we pray for something we need 
we include in that very prayer of petition the further petition for faith 
that is contained in these words of the father of the boy. Let us ask 
God for what we need, and let us ask for the grace to believe that he 
will answer our prayer in the way he knows best. 
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The best prayer of petition is the Lord’s Prayer, the prayer he 
taught his disciples when they asked him to teach them how to pray. 
Go through it and observe what our Lord says we ought be asking 
for. Another excellent prayer of petition is the Hail Mary, addressed 
to Mary the mother of Christ asking her to pray for us now and at the 
hour of our death. Let us go to Christ as did the father of the boy and 
ask him for the help we need, asking him too for faith to believe that 
he can indeed help us. 
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Tuesday of the Seventh Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 13 (12): 6 O Lord, I trust in your merciful 
love. My heart will rejoice in your salvation. I will sing to the Lord 
who has been bountiful with me. 

Collect Grant, we pray, almighty God, that, always pondering 
spiritual things, we may carry out in both word and deed that which 
is pleasing to you. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Ecclesiasticus 2:1-13; Psalm 36; Mark 9:30-37 

They left that place and passed through Galilee. Jesus did not want 
anyone to know where they were, because he was teaching his 
disciples. He said to them, The Son of Man is going to be betrayed 
into the hands of men. They will kill him, and after three days he will 
rise. But they did not understand what he meant and were afraid to 
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ask him about it. They came to Capernaum. When he was in the 
house, he asked them, What were you arguing about on the road? 
But they kept quiet because on the way they had argued about who 
was the greatest. Sitting down, Jesus called the Twelve and scad, If 
anyone wants to be first, he must be the very last, and the servant of 
all. He took a little child and had him stand among them. Taking 
him in his arms, he said to them, Whoever welcomes one of these 
little children in my name welcomes me; and whoever welcomes me 
does not welcome me but the one who sent me. (Mark 9:30-37) 

A Humble God It would be fair to say that one of the principal 
purposes of God in revealing himself to Abraham, the patriarchs, 
Moses and the prophets prior to the coming of Jesus Christ, was 
gradually to educate in one great doctrine the people he had chosen. 
That fact was that there were not many gods but only one. When we 
think of the religious scene of the ancient world, this doctrine is 
somewhat astonishing. There is a view that at one point in Egypt’s 
long history the Pharaoh of the time enforced a kind of monotheism. 
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But of course that monotheism was revolutionary, crass, and in no 
way to be compared with the monotheism of the Hebrews. 
Zoroastrianism had something approaching a monotheism, but the 
exalted status of the evil principle in effect reduces the supremacy of 
its good deity. Be all that as it may, there is no doubt that one of the 
absolutely distinctive features of the revealed religion of the Hebrews 
was its strict insistence on there being but one God. This one and 
only God called Abraham and his descendants to a special 
relationship with himself and to a unique mission, which would bring 
a great blessing to the world. The one God revealed more and more 
of himself, and not only were all the other gods — the gods of the 
peoples — shown to be as nothing compared to him, but as being 
nothing in themselves. There was no god but the Lord God. 
Furthermore, Yahweh God gradually revealed himself to be without 
limit in his power, majesty, holiness and being. He was the holiest in 
the height, the one to whom all praise was due, and in all his works 
he was most wonderful. To him and to him alone was due all 


adoration, thanks and praise. To him alone were all petitions to be 
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addressed, and he (and not other gods) was the one offended by sin 
and wrongdoing. This came to be the revelation peculiar to the 
Hebrews. It was an historical revelation rooted in objective facts and 
not myth, and their religion was molded and structured to exalt and 
praise this one God alone. 

But now, something astonishing appeared and it was yet a 
further revelation by the same one God. He, this one and only God, 
this one divine and unlimited personal Being, revealed himself to be 
not just one person but three. The one God revealed himself to be in 
three distinct Persons, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Who revealed 
this? It was Jesus of Nazareth who revealed this, and his revelation 
was openly, visibly and audibly supported by the Father in both word 
and deed. This is not the moment to go into this in any detail by 
referring to Christ’s words and deeds that showed this, and by 
referring to the words of the Father from heaven and his support of 
the Son in all his miracles. But let us notice one surprising feature of 
God’s character and ways as revealed to us by Jesus Christ. Exalted 



1303 


in the height and praised in the depth as he is, without limit in all his 
excellence and perfections as he is, this one and only God in three 
persons is revealed as humble. He is at man’s service. He makes 
himself lowly, as it were, and places himself last. To be like God our 
Father and to be like Christ his Son and to live in the Holy Spirit 
means being the servant of all. It means choosing not to be the first 
but to be the last. Let us listen to our Lord’s words in the Gospel 
today: “ They came to Capernaum. When he was in the house, he 
asked them, What were you arguing about on the road? But they kept 
quiet because on the way they had argued about who was the 
greatest. Sitting down, Jesus called the Twelve and said, If anyone 
wants to be first, he must be the very last, and the servant of a//.” 
(Mark 9:30-37) This solemn directive as to the character of the true 
disciple of Christ expressed the character of Christ himself. He came 
not to be served but to serve and to give his life as a ransom for all. 
In this as in everything about him he was the revelation of the Father. 
He who sees me sees the Father , he told his disciples. So as the Son 


is, so is the Father. 
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It has often been pointed out that a religion is shaped by its 
image of God, or its gods. In turn a society is shaped by its image of 
God because a society is shaped by its religion or lack of religion. 
The Christian’s whole life is shaped by the thought of Christ, the 
Christ who loved him and gave himself up for him. That is what 
God is revealed to be like. He is the God who became man and in 
his humanity laid down his life for sinful man. He who is the first of 
all made himself the last of all and the servant of all. Historical 
revelation, the revelation that began with Abraham and concluded 
with Jesus Christ who is God in person, is a stupendous revelation 
and one full of surprises. The great God is humble, loving and in 
constant service of us his fallen children. Let us then cast ourselves 
entirely in his merciful keeping and never separate ourselves from 
him, all the while striving to be like him ourselves. 
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Wednesday of the Seventh Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 13 (12): 6 O Lord, I trust in your merciful 
love. My heart will rejoice in your salvation. I will sing to the Lord 
who has been bountiful with me. 

Collect Grant, we pray, almighty God, that, always pondering 
spiritual things, we may carry out in both word and deed that which 
is pleasing to you. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Ecclesiasticus 4:12-22; Psalm 118; Mark 9:38-40 

John said to Jesus, Teacher, we saw a man driving out demons in 
your name and we told him to stop, because he was not one of us. 
Do not stop him, Jesus said. No-one who does a miracle in my name 
can in the next moment speak ill of me, for whoever is not against us 


is for us. (Mark 9:38-40) 
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The Lone Exorcist One of the very sad things about the history 
of religion and of Christianity in particular is that so much of it is 
characterized by strife and conflict. In the New Testament itself we 
see evidence of divisions within the Christian community and of the 
conflict involved in the upholding of the faith and discipline of the 
Church. Perhaps the century most noted for early Church divisions 
was the fourth with the rise of Arianism and its various branches. 
Following this, at various points in the history of the Church more 
divisions arose and at our stage of the Church’s long history there are 
tremendous number of separate Christian bodies of various kinds. 
The greatest in size by far is the Catholic Church whose chief pastor 
is the successor of St Peter. Fortunately, there is now a strong 
movement towards recovering the Christian unity Christ prayed for 
at the Last Supper. Father, he prayed, may they all be one as we are 
one. Well now, let us consider our Gospel passage today, with our 
gaze above all on our Lord himself. St Mark, the author of the 
Gospel — and it is generally agreed that he is reporting the preaching 
and recollections of Simon Peter — tells us that John reported an 
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occurrence to Jesus. By way of aside, let us remember that John, the 
author of the fourth Gospel, is mentioned by St Paul as being one of 
the three pillars of the infant Church together with Peter and James. 
He is one of those three whom our Lord takes with him in special 
moments of his mission, such as at raising of the little girl from the 
dead, the transfiguration, and the agony in the garden. Elsewhere in 
the Gospels, he is portrayed as fiery in his defence of the honour of 
the Master (as when hospitality was refused to him by a village in 
Samaria). So Mark, relying on St Peter, tells us that John came to 
Jesus to tell him that “we saw a man driving out demons in your 
name and we told him to stop, because he was not one of us" (Mark 
9:38-40). John may have been jealous for Jesus himself, or even a 
little jealous for his own prerogatives as Jesus’ disciple. 

Well now, what was our Lord’s response? His response was 
this. That man is not doing any harm by doing a miracle in my name. 
He is not acting against us by helping someone in need — casting out 
a demon no less — and doing so in my name. By doing this he is for 
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us because my name will be exalted by his good deed. Someone 
reading this may think that by this reply Christ is liberally allowing 
anything to be said or done in his name. But let us pause and 
consider a few aspects of the case. There is no mention that the 
person who is “not one of us” — not in Christ’s band of disciples — 
is preaching a doctrine in conflict with that preached by Christ. John 
does not come to Christ to tell him that the person driving out 
demons in Christ’s name is also preaching that Jesus is not the 
Messiah, and that his claims are false, or that the Twelve are in error 
about their Master. I am sure it would have been a different matter 
were John to have come to our Lord to tell him that this person was 
preaching that Christ’s doctrine of the Eucharist, preached at 
Capernaum (John 6), could only be a symbol and that what Christ 
preached cannot be taken as it stands. It would have been different 
had John told our Lord that this person was preaching that Christ is 
an imposter as the Jewish leaders were saying, and that his band of 
disciples with Simon Peter at their head were to be resisted and 
rejected in their teaching about Jesus. All this is to say that the 
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person casting out the demon was not opposing the message of Christ 
and his disciples. All he was doing was a work of mercy in Christ’s 
name, but not as one of the specially chosen band around our Lord 
and which our Lord was sending out to preach and drive out demons. 
So our Lord told John to let him be. “ No-one who does a miracle in 
my name can in the next moment speak ill of me.” But it would be 
different when actual heresies arose in the Church, and they began to 
appear very early. Their prototypes in the Gospels were those who 
hostilely resisted and contradicted Christ in his teaching about 
himself and his mission, or those disciples in the Gospel of St John 
(eh.6) who left our Lord after hearing his doctrine of the Eucharist. 
That indeed would be speaking ill of him for it would be denying the 
saving and redeeming truth about him. 

The one casting out demons in Christ’s name was not 
preaching and promoting error, but doing a good work in the name of 
Jesus and so introducing — in his limited but well-meant way — 
others to the knowledge and love of Christ. Let us place ourselves in 
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the company of our Lord with his chosen band of disciples. Let us 
observe the magnanimity of Christ and how he stands above all 
pettiness. Let us too be magnanimous with the spirit of Christ. But 
let not a scene such as this be misinterpreted and taken as showing 
that Christ cared little for truth and the denial of what he had come to 
reveal and to do. 
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Thursday of the Seventh Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 13 (12):6 O Lord, I trust in your merciful 
love. My heart will rejoice in your salvation. I will sing to the Lord 
who has been bountiful with me. 

Collect Grant, we pray, almighty God, that, always pondering 
spiritual things, we may carry out in both word and deed that which 
is pleasing to you. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Ecclesiasticus 5:1-10; Psalm 1; Mark 9:41-50 

Jesus said to his disciples: I tell you the truth, anyone who gives you 
a cup of water in my name because you belong to Christ will 
certainly not lose his reward. And if anyone causes one of these little 
ones who believe in me to sin, it would be better for him to be thrown 


into the sea with a large millstone tied around his neck. If your hand 
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causes you to sin, cut it off. It is better for you to enter life maimed 
than with two hands to go into hell, where the fire never goes out. 
And if your foot causes you to sin, cut it off. It is better for you to 
enter life crippled than to have two feet and be thrown into hell. And 
if your eye causes you to sin, pluck it out. It is better for you to enter 
the kingdom of God with one eye than to have two eyes and be 
thrown into hell, where ‘their worm does not die, and the fire is not 
quenched. ’ Everyone will be salted with fire. Salt is good, but if it 
loses its saltiness, how can you make it salty again? Have salt in 
yourselves, and be at peace with each other. (Mark 9:41-50) 

Sin One of the intriguing things about modern Western culture is 
that some extremely important things are just not mentioned in 
public discourse. What things are not mentioned? In this context I 
am thinking of all reference to “sin.” The media is full of mention of 
wrongdoing, immorality and unethical behaviour. Consider very 
many of the current affairs programs — let us say, the Four Comers 
ABC program in Australia, and other similar in-depth analyses of 
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issues in civil and social life. I have often noticed the high 
proportion of programs that deal directly with matters of ethics. It 
could be corruption in the police force, it could be fraud and 
embezzlement in the commercial world, it could be some political 
illegality, sexual abuse - all instances of wrongdoing. Generally 
such programs are full of interest and excitement. Ethics and 
morality is news. But there is no mention of “sin,” which is to say of 
wrongdoing considered as an offence against God. Much of the 
reason for this is that God is deemed to be a private matter. However 
this is not the only reason because even in a religious country such as 
the United States where God is mentioned often and publicly, “sin” 
is not. Take a candidate for the United States presidency at election 
time. He or she will often refer to God and to his or her own 
personal faith — and Christian faith at that — but what of any 
reference to “sin”? That is absent. In our modern Western and 
largely secular culture — especially in, say, a country such as 
Australia — “sin” is regarded as an especially private matter in that 
its very reality is deemed to be a matter of mere personal opinion. Of 
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course it is true that many “sins” have little or no civil bearing. But 
my point here is that “sin” tends not to be regarded as an objective 
fact whereas wrongdoing and immorality are. Rather, it is a purely 
personal, subjective and private persuasion. Be that as it may, and it 
is a subject that could be discussed at length, let it serve as an 
introduction to what our Lord has to say. In our Lord’s discourse, 
“sin” is a central fact and it is at the forefront of his mission and his 
teaching. It was to take away the sin of the world that he came 
among us. As John the Baptist declared, he was the Lamb of God 
who takes away the sin of the world. 

Our Lord teaches us that if there is one thing we must do in 
life it is to avoid sin. Consider his uncompromising words, for they 
are worth contemplating. “And if anyone causes one of these little 
ones who believe in me to sin, it would be better for him to be thrown 
into the sea with a large millstone tied around his neck. If your hand 
causes you to sin, cut it off. It is better for you to enter life maimed 
than with two hands to go into hell, where the fire never goes out. 
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And if your foot causes you to sin, cut it off. It is better for you to 
enter life crippled than to have two feet and be thrown into hell. And 
if your eye causes you to sin, pluck it out. It is better for you to enter 
the kingdom of God with one eye than to have two eyes and be 
thrown into hell, where ‘their worm does not die, and the fire is not 
quenched. (Mark 9:41-50). If we sin and do not repent of our sin, 
God will judge and punish us accordingly. The wages of sin, St Paul 
writes, are death. Death came into the world because one man 
sinned, St Paul tells us, and death has spread through the whole 
human race as a result. Sin has ruined the world, and God sent his 
Son to save the world from its sin. At the end of life we pass to the 
judgment of God, and the question will then be simple. Have we 
obeyed God, or have we refused to obey him? Have we been good in 
the sight of God, or have we sinned and failed to repent of our sin? 
Sin, then, is the great and terrible fact that will make all the 
difference to eternity. This is because it involves an offence against 
God. On it hinges each person’s prospects of heaven or hell. It must, 
then, be avoided and renounced and this is the point of our Lord’s 



1316 


dramatic and harsh words about anything that leads us to sin. We are 
to cut it out of our life. Sin is to be avoided and the occasions of sin 
— to the extent that is possible — are to be avoided as well, and all 
of this for the love of God. So then, the work of every day is simple 
but extremely demanding in its detail. We are to love and obey God 
and avoid sin, be it in thought, word or deed. 

Whatever be the reason why “sin” is absent from public 
discourse about the great issues of life and the world, let not this fact 
implant in our minds the assumption that “sin” is not a fact at all. It 
is the fundamental issue around which hinges life’s success or 
failure. Sin is at the root of the world’s woes, and it was to uproot 
sin that God became man. Let us then every day set out with the 
grace of Christ to resist and defeat sin and to live for God and Christ 
totally. 
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Friday of the Seventh Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 13 (12):6 O Lord, I trust in your merciful 
love. My heart will rejoice in your salvation. I will sing to the Lord 
who has been bountiful with me. 

Collect Grant, we pray, almighty God, that, always pondering 
spiritual things, we may carry out in both word and deed that which 
is pleasing to you. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Ecclesiasticus 6:5-17; Psalm 118; Mark 10:1-12 

Jesus then left that place and went into the region of Judea and 
across the Jordan. Again crowds of people came to him, and as was 
his custom, he taught them. Some Pharisees came and tested him by 
asking, Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife? What did Moses 
command you? he replied. They said, Moses permitted a man to 
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write a certificate of divorce and send her away. It was because 
your hearts were hard that Moses wrote you this law, Jesus replied. 
But at the beginning of creation God ‘made them male and female ’. 

'For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be 
united to his wife, and the two will become one flesh. ’ So they are no 
longer two, but one. Therefore what God has joined together, let 
man not separate. When they were in the house again, the disciples 
asked Jesus about this. He answered, Anyone who divorces his wife 
and marries another woman commits adultery against her. And if 
she divorces her husband and marries another man, she commits 
adultery. 

(Mark 10:1-12) 

Christ and the Scriptures One of the saddest things about the 
phenomenon of Christianity is the range and depth of its divisions. 
Christianity is divided whereas in the plan of Christ it was meant to 
be united. Christ intended one flock and one Shepherd, but now 
there are innumerable separated flocks. The sources of this division 
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are many but one obvious source is the way the inspired Scriptures 
are viewed and then interpreted. All account the Scriptures, both Old 
and New Testaments, to be inspired by God. But what does this 
mean, and above all, what is the principle of their interpretation? The 
fact is that there are radically opposite principles of interpretation. 
John Calvin in his Institutes absolutely rejects the authority of the 
Church to rule on the interpretation of the Scriptures, and places his 
full emphasis on “the secret testimony of the Spirit.” Calvin sees the 
Church as no more than a human authority and its judgment as no 
more than man’s judgment. It is the “inward testimony of the Spirit” 
that gives certainty as to the Scriptures ( Institutes I, 7.4). This is not 
the place to deal fully with this position, but let it serve as a setting 
for our Gospel scene today. “ Some Pharisees came and tested Jesus 
by asking, Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife?" The Pharisees 
bring forward to our Lord their question about a point of personal 
and social morality — about divorce, no less — and they in turn are 
asked by our Lord to cite the command of Moses. Why did our Lord 
ask them what Moses had directed? Presumably because the 
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legislation of Moses was seen by all as the authority supporting the 
morality of divorce. Our Lord took up the question that was 
presented to him in order to set forth the real purpose of the mosaic 
legislation. In this way he led the leaders of the nation’s religious 
thought to the original plan of God which had not been formally 
expressed in that legislation. That original plan was expressed in the 
Scriptural account of the creation of man. The mosaic legislation 
was a practical and civil strategy to manage the people’s hardness of 
heart and inveterate refusal to live according to that original plan. 

So then, our Lord lays down the true meaning of the 
Scriptures as to marriage and divorce. It is contained in the words of 
the earliest pages of the Book of Genesis, and Christ quotes the 
verses. At the beginning of creation, he says, God ‘ made them male 
and female.' ‘For this reason a man will leave his father and mother 
and be united to his wife, and the two will become one flesh.' They 
are no longer two, but one. Therefore what God has joined together, 
let man not separate. He tells the Pharisees that it is this text that 
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reveals the law of God, and that it is to be understood strictly. When 
a man leaves his father and mother and marries, he and his spouse 
become one. Further, their union is God’s work. He has joined them 
together and their union is not to be dissolved by man. This teaching 
of Scripture, as ruled on by Christ, has immense implications for the 
world because marriage is obviously at the foundation of the life and 
health of mankind. This doctrine is also one of the obvious 
differences between the teaching of Christ and that of very many 
other religions. We read that in the circle of his disciples (that is, we 
might add, having before him his Church in embryo) Christ was 
unambiguously clear on the matter. “ Anyone who divorces his wife 
and marries another woman commits adultery against her. And if 
she divorces her husband and marries another man, she commits 
adultery.'” (Mark 10:1-12) Christ’s teaching on marriage was utterly 
different from and contradicts that of, say, Mahomet. But the real 
point I am making here is that Christ stands forth as the interpreter of 
the Sacred Scriptures. In those points of fundamental importance 
which are uncertain and controverted, the Scriptures are not 
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authoritatively interpreted by each person’s private judgment or 
sense of the inward testimony of the Holy Spirit. The Pharisees 
question, and Christ pronounces. There is an objective Oracle, and 
that Oracle is Christ. 

This divine Oracle is present in his Church, the Church he 
founded. The Church is not a mere human institution, consisting of 
nothing more than its human members. It is the body of Christ and 
Christ is her head. When the Church rules on what God has 
revealed, it is Christ present in the Church as her Head who is thus 
determining, and he is doing so by the power of the Holy Spirit who 
has been given to the Church as her Guide. Let us then live by the 
word of the Scriptures, but read as members of the Church whose 
head is Christ and whose Guide and Sanctifier is the Holy Spirit. 


■<b»©®dv 
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Saturday of the Seventh Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 13 (12): 6 O Lord, I trust in your merciful 
love. My heart will rejoice in your salvation. I will sing to the Lord 
who has been bountiful with me. 

Collect Grant, we pray, almighty God, that, always pondering 
spiritual things, we may carry out in both word and deed that which 
is pleasing to you. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Ecclesiasticus 17:1-13; Psalm 102; Mark 10:13-16 

People were bringing little children to Jesus to have him touch them, 
but the disciples rebuked them. When Jesus saw this, he was 
indignant. He said to them, Let the little children come to me, and do 
not hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these. I 


tell you the truth, anyone who will not receive the kingdom of God 
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like a little child will never enter it. And he took the children in his 
arms, put his hands on them and blessed them. (Mark 10:13-16) 

Jesus and the Child Over the decades I have often heard 

variants of the expression, “the good old days.” By that I mean that I 
have often heard sentiments that express a sadness that things have 
deteriorated from how they used to be. Of course, there is some truth 
in this. Society has become more secular in its culture, even if there 
were plenty of individuals who were very secular in previous times. 
Forms of practical atheism and religious agnosticism seem to have 
spread to a greater extent than used to be the case. And so we could 
go on. But there have been many decided advances. I am convinced 
that education is of a much higher quality than it used to be, and 
pedagogy in our schools is much better. Another advance, I think, is 
the appreciation of the value and dignity of the child. Of course, 
there are anomalies in this. Abortion is far, far more prevalent today 
than it was, say fifty years ago. Nevertheless, for those children who 
do make it to birth, in general their rights are now supported much 
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more than previously. If there is a case of child abuse the processes 
of the law swing into action in the child’s defence. The child tends 
now not to be overlooked. The Christian ought rejoice in this greater 
appreciation of the child and his needs and rights because Christ 
mentions the child in our Gospel passage today. If Christ is God the 
Son made man — which he is — and if he is the way and the truth 
and the life for man — which he is — then what greater blessing 
could there be for a child than to come into contact with the living 
Jesus? In our Gospel today we read that people were bringing little 
children to Jesus to have them touch him. Throughout the Gospels 
we read of people trying to touch Jesus, and even just to touch the 
hem of his garments. They knew that if they did this they would be 
healed of their infirmities. Contact with Jesus brought healing and 
life, and he himself said that he had come to bring life in abundance. 
So the friends and families of children brought them to him for them 
to touch him. From that touch, they were confident there would 


come a blessing for their child. 
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What was our Lord’s response to the children being brought 
to him? He warmly encouraged it, and was indignant with his 
disciples for making it difficult out of a misplaced concern for his 
convenience (Mark 10:13-16). Imagine the delighted smile that 
appeared on the face of Christ as each child was presented to him. 
Imagine the love that emanated from his eyes as he gazed on each 
child, perhaps looking not only into that child’s heart but looking 
ahead to what life would bring for that child. A child can turn out 
well, and a child can turn out badly. Consider our Lord’s own 
disciples. Consider the Twelve. Each was once a child. John the 
beloved disciple was once a child, as was Simon Peter and James. 
How well they turned out! They became, as St Paul called them, the 
pillars of the early Church and Simon himself the Church’s visible 
Rock. Judas was once a child too. He grew up, was a youth, a 
young man and in his adulthood was called by Christ to be one of the 
Twelve. But how badly he turned out! He was once a child. As 
Christ gazed into the eyes of each child presented to him perhaps he 
thought of his own childhood and of what life had brought for him. 
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We read that he took the children in his arms, placed his hands on 
them and blessed them. The prayer of Christ is very powerful indeed 
and we must assume that Christ’s blessing was a very great thing in 
the life of those children. As we think of this scene we are reminded 
that the greatest thing we can do for a child is to bring that child into 
personal contact with the living Jesus and his word. We read in St 
Paul that in Christ is contained every heavenly blessing. Therefore it 
is so important that the child be brought into contact and union with 
Christ. In our Gospel scene the parents of those children did this. 
Let all parents do the same. From the child’s earliest years, let 
parents bring their children to Jesus. Jesus resides in his body the 
Church. He is encountered in his word as read and proclaimed by 
the Church, and in the Sacraments. How tragic if a child grows up 
and has little or no contact with the living Jesus. 

Our Lord holds up to us all the dispositions of simple 
openness to him that we could say is characteristic of the child. The 
readiness of the child for love and for reality is easily translated into 
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readiness for the Kingdom of God. The Kingdom of God belongs to 
such as these, our Lord says. And what is the Kingdom of God? The 
Kingdom of God in the first instance is Jesus himself. God’s 
presence and lordship is found in him, and we become citizens of 
that kingdom by entering into union with him. Let us then be like 
children brought to our Lord for his blessing. 

-- 
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Eighth Sunday of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 18 (17): 19-20 The Lord became my 
protector. He brought me out to a place of freedom; he saved me 
because he delighted in me. 

Collect Grant us, O Lord, we pray, that the course of our world may 
be directed by your peaceful rule and that your Church may rejoice, 
untroubled in her devotion. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your 
Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Isaiah 49:14-15; Psalm 61; 

1 Corinthians 4:1-5; Matthew 6: 24-34 

Jesus said to his disciples, No-one can serx’e two masters. Either he 
will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one 
and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and Money. 
Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat 
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or drink; or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more 
important than food, and the body more important than clothes? 
Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or store away in 
barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not much 
more valuable than they? Who of you by worrying can add a single 
hour to his life? And why do you worry about clothes? See how the 
lilies of the field grow. They do not labour or spin. Yet I tell you that 
not even Solomon in all his splendour was dressed like one of these. 
If that is how God clothes the grass of the field, which is here today 
and tomorrow is thrown into the fire, will he not much more clothe 
you, O you of little faith? So do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we 
eat? ’ or ‘What shall we drink? ’ or ‘What shall we wear? ’ For the 
pagans run after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows 
that you need them. But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, 
and all these things will be given to you as well. Therefore do not 
worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each 
day has enough trouble of its own. (Matthew 6:24-34) 
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Providence I suspect that most people think that the world 
functions ultimately just by its own laws. They know that the 
various catastrophes which strike us are due to the mix and interplay 
of laws unforeseen by us but which sweep us aside as they occur. 
These we call bad luck or ill fortune, and the modem person of 
normal education sees the answer to lie in a sophisticated mastery of 
the laws that govern the world. If there is a danger of tsunamis in 
one part of the globe, then we must endeavour to understand the laws 
that govern them, and put in place a strategy to know when they are 
coming so as to evade them. Or again, each person has a definite 
personality, temperament and range of capacities — and so in large 
measure, he might think, the course of his life is cast. Laws and 
patterns seem to govern the world, even if we do not know vast 
portions of those patterns. It all gets down, we might think, to how 
the world, and each of us in particular, seem to be “wired,” as some 
might say. The wiring (of persons and the world) determines all. 
What is to be said of this understanding of things? There is much to 
be said for it. One of the distinguishing gains of the great age of 
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science is that the course of the world was gradually discovered not 
to be the plaything of the gods. The turbulent sea is not due to the 
irritation of the god Neptune. Its explanation is to be sought in the 
laws of the sea and climate, and for the sake of shipping and many 
other projects, man now knows he should strive to understand those 
laws. There is the danger, though, of assuming that reality and its 
patterns is ultimately to be reduced to what we can discover by 
observation, empirical experiment and reasoning. We can assume 
that this world is all there is, or, granted that there is a God, that he 
governs the world only by the patterns we observe or can discover. 
God governs the world only in the sense that he sustains the laws that 
he has implanted in the world and in each human being. There is a 
general, but no particular providence. What might be thought of as 
necessity, blind fate and chance are overcome by mastering natural 
laws. 


While such a view has strength as far as it goes, it is 


profoundly incomplete. In our Gospel today (Matthew 6: 24-34) our 
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Lord exhorts us to bear constantly in mind that our heavenly Father 
truly cares for us. Despite the appearances, it is revealed to us that 
he does not govern the world simply by general patterns and laws 
that take little or no account of individuals. His providence is not 
merely general but particular to the individual. “ Look at the birds of 
the air; they do not sow or reap or store away in barns, and yet your 
heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not much more valuable than 
they?" Just how the general is combined with the particular we are 
not told. God created and sustains the world from nothing. He leads 
his creatures towards their ultimate end. Consider this. St Paul tells 
us that we, each of us, was chosen by God before the foundation of 
the world to be in Christ, holy and full of love in his sight. I was 
chosen from all eternity. But consider the incalculable number of 
ephemeral and contingent circumstances that combined to my seeing 
the light of day. Had my parents not met in a very unnecessary and 
chance circumstance, I would never have existed. But what of all the 
similarly chance circumstances that made up my entire ancestry? A 
moment’s thought will show that in every sense of the word I need 
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not have existed — but I do, and that I do exist was intended by God 
from all eternity. His providence has been very particular to me. 
That I exist, through all the chance happenings that make up history, 
is a resounding proof of the infinite might of God’s providence, both 
general and particular. God guides history towards the fulfilment of 
his plan, despite the havoc caused by sin. We, sinful mankind, 
caused the havoc. He has made us free, and his vast and mighty 
providence draws good out of the evil that appears in his creation due 
to evil choice. His greatest act of providence was the sending of his 
divine Son, who, from his death — the greatest of moral evils — 
brought forth the greatest of goods, the redemption and ultimate 
glorification of the world. 

What Christ has revealed is that the final goal of human 
history is the redemption, sanctification and glorification of man and 
his world. This is far beyond the capacity of the world’s laws, even 
though the world’s laws have their due place. It is the work of the 
overarching providence of God. We can play a part towards this 
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ultimate goal by, as our Lord says in today’s Gospel, seeking “first 
his kingdom and his righteousness.” Our Lord saved the world by 
doing his Father’s will. By living in union with him and by 
following his example of doing the will of the Father, we contribute 
towards the fulfilment of God’s redemptive plan. 

Further reading : The Catechism of the Catholic Church , no.302-314 
(God’s providence) 
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Monday of the Eighth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 18 (17): 19-20 The Lord became my 
protector. He brought me out to a place of freedom; he saved me 
because he delighted in me. 

Collect Grant us, O Lord, we pray, that the course of our world may 
be directed by your peaceful rule and that your Church may rejoice, 
untroubled in her devotion. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your 
Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Ecclesiasticus 17:20-28; Psalm 31; Mark 10:17-27 

As Jesus started on his way, a man ran up to him and fell on his 
knees before him. Good teacher, he asked, what must I do to inherit 
eternal life? Why do you call me good? Jesus answered. No-one is 
good — except God alone. You know the commandments: ‘Do not 
murder, do not commit adultery, do not steed, do not give false 
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testimony, do not defraud, honour your father and mother. ’ Teacher, 
he declared, all these I have kept since 1 was a boy. Jesus looked at 
him and loved him. One thing you lack, he said. Go, sell everything 
you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. 
Then come, follow me. At this the man’s face fell. He went away 
sad, because he had great wealth. Jesus looked around and scud to 
his disciples, How hard it is for the rich to enter the kingdom of God! 
The disciples were amazed at his words. But Jesus scud again, 
Children, how hard it is to enter the kingdom of God! It is easier for 
a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to 
enter the kingdom of God. The disciples were even more amazed, 
and said to each other, Who then can be saved? Jesus looked at them 
and said, With man this is impossible, but not with God; cdl things 
are possible with God. (Mark 10:17-27) 

God and Morality Many years ago I used to notice an aspect of 
the literature of the time that I thought to be revealing. When I was a 
boy I loved to read the Tarzan, Superman, Batman and Phantom 
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comics. Take any one of those characters. Each of them was a 
fantasy, and each was highly moral. No immorality entered into their 
activities in the stories, of which they were the main protagonists. 
But equally, not one of them was religious. God was altogether 
absent from the stories. Their morality was religiously agnostic. 
Presumably this reflected the intent of their creators who, in their 
turn, were children of their cultures. The characters of those stories 
were secular. Morality was completely separated from religion. 
They were moral but entirely disinterested in religion. Of course, 
moral characters in fiction need not be like this as we see in the 
deistic character, say, of Deerslayer/Pathfinder in the novels of James 
Femimore Cooper of the nineteenth century. But my point here is to 
raise the issue of the relationship between morality and religion, of 
being good and being religious. In our Gospel today (Mark 
10:17-27) a man came to our Lord to ask what he must do to gain 
eternal life. So he was religious. He wanted to attain God and he 
saw in Jesus his guide to God. Moreover, he was very moral. Our 
Lord told him that he must keep God’s commandments. If he did 
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that he would gain eternal life. The man responded by saying that he 
had done this from his earliest years, and it was evident that his 
moral life, his goodness, had had religion for its inspiration. He had 
kept the commandments of God in order to please God. His case 
reminds us that religion is a tremendous inspiration for morality. 
The good life finds its incentive in God and religion. If we want to 
be good, having a real relationship with God will inspire us to be so. 
In turn, if we want to be religious we must strive to be good. Our 
man in the Gospel of today reminds us of all this. 

When the man gave his reply to our Lord, our Lord looked on 
him and loved him. Man’s efforts to be good and to do God’s will 
draw down on him the special affection of God. It perhaps reminds 
us of that occasion in the Gospel when our Lord was preaching the 
word to a group of his disciples. Word came through the crowd that 
his mother and his brethren wished to see him. His reply was, “Who 
are my mother and my brothers? Anyone who does the will of my 
heavenly Father is my brother and sister and mother .” In a special 
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way Christ loved those who strove to do God’s will. But there is 
more still. Having looked on this good young man who had made it 
his business since his youth to be good, Christ proceeded to invite 
him to something further. He invited him to take the path of 
perfection and that path was the following of him. Goodness finds 
its inspiration in God and religion, but the path to perfection lies in 
the following of Jesus Christ. The converse of this is that the desire 
to be good may be regarded as the foundation or the basic soil in 
which the seed of this higher life is planted. If a person is striving to 
be good he is disposing himself for the higher call from Christ. 
However, if the call comes, the person may still refuse and this we 
see in the young man of our Gospel today. Christ called him to 
perfection and it meant leaving all and following him. He went away 
sad because he had many possessions to which he was attached. He 
was a good man. He desired God and heaven. He had always been 
good and he was certainly religious. Christ loved him and honoured 
him with a special call to follow him. But he turned it down and 
with that he turned down the chance of attaining perfection in 
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goodness and holiness of life. It was a tremendous tragedy for one 
with so much promise, but it shows that at any point a person may 
use his freedom to falter in the upward path. 

God and morality are profoundly connected. If we wish to be 
good, then we must love and serve God. If we wish to love and serve 
God, God will expect us to strive to be good. The secular outlook 
that divorces religion from morality and regards morality as essential 
and religion as peripheral is profoundly flawed. It will lead to the 
breakdown of morality. God is the life of man and Christ is the way 
to God. Indeed, he is the Way, the Truth and the Life. So let us hear 
his word, let us feel his love, and let us follow him. At the same 
time, if we wish to love God, we must strive to be good. 
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Tuesday of the Eighth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 18 (17): 19-20 The Lord became my 
protector. He brought me out to a place of freedom; he saved me 
because he delighted in me. 

Collect Grant us, O Lord, we pray, that the course of our world may 
be directed by your peaceful rule and that your Church may rejoice, 
untroubled in her devotion. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your 
Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Ecclesiasticus 35:1-15; Psalm 49; Mark 10:28-31 

Peter said to Jesus, We have left everything to follow you! / tell you 
the truth, Jesus replied, no-one who has left home or brothers or 
sisters or mother or father or children or fields for me and the gospel 
will fail to receive a hundred times as much in this present age 
(homes, brothers, sisters, mothers, children and fields — and with 
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them, persecutions) and in the age to come, eternal life. But many 
who are first will be last, and the last first. (Mark 10:28-31) 

Follow Jesus I am not aware that the founders of the great 
religions of the world laid it down as of the essence of their religion 
that they themselves be loved and followed as the object of their 
religion. Mahomet is thought by the Muslim to be Allah’s 
messenger and prophet — and that is how he is referred to, as the 
Prophet. He is understood to point to Allah and to announce Allah’s 
messages and revelations. The Koran is not the book about 
Mahomet, but about Allah and his will for mankind, as Mahomet 
thought of it. Even if Mahomet is taken by this or that Muslim to be 
something more in his or her life than simply Allah’s messenger and 
prophet, this is not as it is in the religion of Islam. Buddha, long 
before Mahomet, founded what became a great religion and he 
bequeathed to countless followers what he taught to be the way of 
enlightenment. Happiness would be achieved in the attainment of 
Nirvana and in a detachment from all earthly desires. Now, whatever 
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be the practice of this or that Buddhist, Buddha did not present 
himself as the object of his way. He is not the formal focus of the 
Buddhist faith. Rather, he is the great paradigm and exemplar of all 
he taught and it is in that sense that his disciples, past and present 
look to him. Again, Zarathustra was a great teacher and the 
Zoroastrian religion has for its focus not him but the ultimates to 
which he pointed. The origins of Hinduism are lost from our sight in 
history, but it too takes its innumerable devotees to the numinous as 
it understands it to be — and not to any founder. Ah! But the case is 
very different in the Christian religion. Jesus of Nazareth is the 
undisputed founder of the great Christian religion and he is also its 
undisputed focus. He is this not just by some curious accident of 
history, as if the course of Christian thought just happened to evolve 
to this — and there have been scholars who have even proposed this 
notion. But no, Christ is the object of Christianity from the 
beginning and he is this by the formal intention of its holy founder. 
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It is this which stands forth in our Gospel passage today 
(Mark 10:28-31). The passage is from the Gospel of St Mark, and 
scholars recognize that Mark’s Gospel is founded on the preaching 
and recollections of Simon Peter, for Mark was his assistant. It may 
be called the Gospel of the early Church of Rome of which Peter was 
the first Bishop. In our passage today it is Peter who professes their 
ardent following of him and which drew from our Lord a most 
important answer. Peter says to our Lord, we have left all to follow 
you. It shows the very personal following that this has constituted. 
Peter does not simply say that he and they have accepted our Lord’s 
teaching fully. No, he states that they have followed him, and left all 
to do so. Of course an essential component of this has been the full 
acceptance of his teaching. But they were still hearing and learning 
it, and a great deal they did not comprehend still. Still, even if they 
had grasped his teaching as yet only in part, they had left all in order 
to follow him. On another occasion a rich young man came before 
our Lord and asked what more he needed to do to gain eternal life. 
He was asking for teaching. He wanted guidance and implied that he 
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was ready to accept further teaching. But what did our Lord do? He 
told him that if he wanted to be perfect, he should sell all he had and 
give the money to the poor, and then come and follow him. The 
personal following of Jesus would take him to perfection. In his 
reply to Peter in our Gospel today our Lord speaks of the reward 
coming to those who leave all in order to follow him. The reward is 
great beyond measure, but the point we ought notice here is that our 
Lord presents himself as the centre and focus of the life of his 
disciple. All this is to say that the Christian religion and the Church 
which brings it to mankind proclaims that Jesus Christ is Lord. He is 
Lord, he is God and he is man’s Saviour. Life is to be found not 
simply in following a teaching as if detached from Christ’s person. 
No, he, Christ, is the Way and the Truth and the Life. The height of 
religion is the love of Jesus. 

Man was made to know, love and serve God here on earth 
and so to see and enjoy him forever in heaven. God is the object of 


man’s life. What is to be said of God is to be said of Jesus Christ. 
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Christ said that if we love him we shall keep his word, and if we do 
this, the Father will love us and both he, the Father, and Jesus his Son 
will come and make their abode with us. Let us keep our gaze on the 
person of Jesus and understand that life’s project is to love him with 
all our heart and to live according to his word and teaching. If we do 
this then life, abundant and eternal life, will be ours. 

-- 
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Wednesday in the Eighth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 18 (17): 19-20 The Lord became my 
protector. He brought me out to a place of freedom; he saved me 
because he delighted in me. 

Collect Grant us, O Lord, we pray, that the course of our world may 
be directed by your peaceful rule and that your Church may rejoice, 
untroubled in her devotion. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your 
Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Ecclesiasticus 36:1-2.5-6.13-19; Psalm 78; 

Mark 10:32-45 

The disciples were on their way up to Jerusalem, with Jesus leading 
the way, and the disciples were astonished, while those who followed 
were afraid. Again he took the Twelve aside and told them what was 
going to happen to him. We are going up to Jerusalem, he said, and 
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the Son of Man will be betrayed to the chief priests and teachers of 
the law. They will condemn him to death and will hand him over to 
the Gentiles, who will mock him and spit on him, flog him and kill 
him. Three days later he will rise. Then James and John, the sons of 
Zebedee, came to him. Teacher, they said, we want you to do for us 
whatever we ask. What do you want me to do for you? he asked. 
They replied, Let one of us sit at your right and the other at your left 
in your glory. You don 7 know what you are asking, Jesus said. Can 
you drink the cup / drink or be baptised with the baptism I am 
baptised with? We can, they answered. Jesus said to them, You will 
drink the cup I drink and be baptised with the baptism I am baptised 
with, but to sit at my right or left is not for me to grant. These places 
belong to those for whom they have been prepared. When the ten 
heard about this, they became indignant with James and John. Jesus 
ccdled them together and said, You know that those who are 
regarded as rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their high 
officials exercise authority over them. Not so with you. Instead, 
whoever wants to become great among you must be your serx’ant, 
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and whoever wants to be first must be slave of all. For even the Son 
of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as 
a ransom for many. (Mark 10:32-45) 

Prayer There are many things that surely occur to us as we 
consider the Gospel passage of today. The scene is one of mounting 
drama and the disciples certainly felt it. They were on their way to 
Jerusalem where our Lord’s implacable enemies were concentrated. 
The hunt for him had been on and all knew it. He had eluded them, 
they had repeatedly tried to arrest him and at times to stone him. Our 
Lord was fully aware that they had decided that he had to be put to 
death. And now, to the dismay of the disciples who so loved him 
and who wanted to follow him, here he was leading the way back 
right into the arms of his foes. Yes, he was “leading the way” ahead 
of them, heading directly for Jerusalem. It says a fair bit for the 
disciples that they were following him despite these circumstances, 
unshaken in their love and conviction that he was the Messiah. 


Furthermore, we even see James and John coming forward to ask for 
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front places in his Kingdom! So that is the situation portrayed in our 
passage. But now, let us look briefly at this request of theirs and our 
Lord’s response to it. It was a very human request, even a little 
amusing. The admirable feature of it was the conviction they had of 
our Lord’s person and mission. He was the Messiah and his 
kingdom was God’s Kingdom. They wanted to be with him. They 
loved him and they were generously committed to share in his 
mission in his Kingdom. Of course, their attitudes were as yet 
somewhat immature, but all the seeds were there for a grand and 
heroic life of serving and loving Christ. Indeed, our Lord himself 
said so, as we shall see. They asked for top places, places right at the 
side of Jesus in his glory. It reflected their love for him and their 
determination to share in his mission, and it reflected too the mixed 
and limited character of their motivation. But consider the confident 
and daring way they introduced their prayer to our Lord: “Lord, we 
want you to do whatever we ask.” Whatever we ask! Consider also 
our Lord’s kindly and interested response. “What do you want me to 
do for you?” What is suggested to us by this interchange? 
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Elsewhere our Lord told his disciples what whatever they 
asked for in prayer they would receive. But here, having heard them 
our Lord told them that they had no idea of what they were asking. 
“You do not know what you are asking ” he said (Mark 10:32-45). 
Lurthermore, their request took no account of what might be the plan 
of God, for “to sit at my right or left is not for me to grant. These 
places belong to those for whom they have been prepared.'’’ Then he 
asked the question which was at the core of the whole issue. The 
issue was being with him in his glory. That is the issue of life, of 
course. Ignatius of Loyola in his association with Lrancis Xavier in 
Paris (Xavier tutored Loyola at the University) kept quietly 
repeating. What does it profit a man to gain the whole world and to 
lose his own soul? That question converted Xavier. The one thing 
that matters in life is that at the end we be found with Christ in his 
glory. That was the issue in the petition of the two brothers who had 
come to our Lord — they wanted to be with Jesus in his glory, and 
indeed they wanted to be ahead of all the others in his glory too. But 
the essential thing was being with Jesus in his glory. Our Lord 
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replied that they did not yet know what they were asking, and he 
himself had repeatedly told them what was necessary. For himself, 
as he had time and again made clear, it was necessary to suffer so as 
to enter his glory. He was at this very point going to Jerusalem to 
suffer and to die and then to enter his glory. The disciples must 
follow in his footsteps if they were to share in his glory. And so he 
asks the brothers the pivotal question, "Can you drink the cup I drink 
or be baptised with the baptism / am baptised with?” They 
immediately answered, “We can.” Undoubtedly they were genuine, 
and our Lord gave his most consoling confirmation. They could and 
would drink his cup and share in his baptism. I like to think that this 
was the actual answer our Lord gave to their prayer. In response to 
their petition he gave them the wonderful grace of fidelity unto death 
that would mark their outstanding lives as his disciples. 

The prayer of the disciples and our Lord’s response is a 
lesson to us on Christian prayer. We ought repeatedly ask our Lord 
that we be found worthy to share in his glory in heaven. The degree 
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of glory we leave to him. Having asked for heaven, we ought ask 
that he give us the grace to be able to drink the cup of whatever 
suffering is involved in the doing of the Father’s will as shown in our 
daily duties and in God’s providence for us. The most important 
thing to be prayed for is that we shall be faithful to God’s will every 
day until death. Let us make that our daily prayer. 

-- 
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Thursday of the Eighth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 18 (17): 19-20 The Lord became my 
protector. He brought me out to a place of freedom; he saved me 
because he delighted in me. 

Collect Grant us, O Lord, we pray, that the course of our world may 
be directed by your peaceful rule and that your Church may rejoice, 
untroubled in her devotion. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your 
Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Ecclesiasticus 42:15-26; Psalm 32; Mark 10:46-52 

As Jesus and his disciples, together with a large crowd, were leaving 
Jericho, a blind man, Bartimaeus (that is, the Son of Timaeus), was 
sitting by the roadside begging. When he heard that it was Jesus of 
Nazareth, he began to shout, Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me! 
Many rebuked him and told him to be quiet, but he shouted cdl the 
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more, Son of David, have mercy on me! Jesus stopped and said, Call 
him. So they called to the blind man, Take courage! Jesus is calling 
you. Throwing his cloak aside, he jumped to his feet and came to 
Jesus. What do you want me to do for you? Jesus asked him. The 
blind man said, Master, I want to see. Go, said Jesus, your faith has 
heeded you. Immediately he received his sight and followed Jesus 
along the road. (Mark 10:46-52) 

Trust Our Gospel passage today comes from the Gospel of St 
Mark. Of course, we ought to read any particular passage of the 
Gospels in light of passages from the other Gospels. Indeed, we 
ought to read any passage in the Bible in the light of the rest of the 
Scriptures. With the fine advances in Scriptural exegesis there is a 
tendency, I think, to read passages from a particular Gospel only in 
light of the rest of that Gospel. We tend to do this now because we 
have a deeper appreciation of the distinctive character and purpose of 
each Gospel. But of course, all the Gospels and all of the Scriptures 
have the Holy Spirit as their common Author. Hence we ought read 
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any passage of a Gospel not only in light of that particular Gospel but 
in light of the other Gospels too. The same divine Author who 
speaks in one passage also speaks in all other passages of the 
inspired Scriptures. Well then, let us begin our brief consideration of 
today’s Gospel (which is from Mark) by thinking of our Lord’s 
words at the Last Supper as given to us in the Gospel of St John. St 
John, writing years after the event but with our Lord’s long 
instruction to his disciples during those final hours before his Passion 
still lovingly in his mind, tells us of the union between Christ and his 
disciples. Our Lord tells them that they are to remain in him as 
branches of the vine. Remain in me, as I remain in you (John 15). 
Long after, with our Lord now gone from visible sight, St John 
reminds his readers of the intimate yet unseen presence of our Lord 
to all those who are in him by baptism. The Christian religion has 
for its heart and soul the relationship between the living Jesus and 
each member of his Church, and between Jesus and the Church as a 
whole. He is in us and we are in him, just as he is in the Father and 
the Father is in him — and all of this by the power of the Holy Spirit. 



1358 


The Christian religion is not merely the acceptance of a teaching. At 
its heart it is the total acceptance of a Person, and the total 
acceptance of his teaching is an essential component of this. It is 
because we remain in the living risen Jesus that we remain in his 
word and teaching. 

That is to say, from generation to generation, from age to age, 
the living Jesus calls on each of us his disciples and on all of us 
together who make up his Church. He calls us, gazes on us, and 
invites us to follow him more and more generously. The ongoing 
call and gaze of Christ defines and shapes the life of the Christian. 
The Christian must come to experience that call and gaze of the 
living Jesus, and our Gospel passage today from Mark is one which 
can help us do this. Let us place ourselves in the Gospel scene, then. 
Christ was passing by (Mark 10:46-52). The blind man heard that it 
was he. Conscious of his need, he called out to Jesus for pity, for 
mercy. Nothing and no one would or could stop him. So, Christ 
stopped. He was told that Christ was calling him — and the Church 
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tells us all that Christ is calling each of us and the whole world. The 
blind man came forward and Christ gazed on him, asking how he 
could help him. Then came the word of Christ making him whole. 
Christ called him, he gazed upon him and he saved him. And so Bar 
Timaeus followed our Lord along the road. Whatever be the need we 
are suffering from, Christ is nearby. He calls us to him and the 
Church is the messenger of that call. Christ gazes on us, though we 
do not see him visibly. He asks us to trust him and asks what we 
want of him. The first thing we ought ask for is Christ himself, his 
grace and love. We ought ask also for our other needs, but knowing 
that all will be well if we remain close to Jesus. How and when and 
in what precise way he will answer our prayer, only he knows but 
answer it he will if we continue to pray for it. Why would he answer 
the request of the blind beggar, and refuse us if we continue to ask 
him? He may see that what we are asking is not at all in our best 
interests, and so his answer may not be what we wanted and 
expected, but it will be the true and best answer to our prayer. The 
blind beggar became, we may presume, a disciple of Christ — for 
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Mark gives us his name and tells us that he followed our Lord along 
the road. His need led him to call on our Lord. That call by 
Bartimaeus led to the gaze of Christ. Christ’s gaze led to his 
salvation. Bar Timaeus, the blind beggar, became Christ’s disciple 
and that was the greatest blessing of all ever conferred on him. 

Every day we ought place ourselves, with all our needs and 
with all the blessings we have been granted, in the presence of the 
living unseen Jesus. Day by day Christ calls us to come to him. He 
is constantly gazing on us. We live in the presence of the one who is 
our brother and our God, our Saviour and our Friend. He loves us 
more than do all others. He is the blessing beyond all blessings and 
to possess him is to possess all. Let us never separate ourselves from 
him. 
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Friday of the Eighth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 18 (17): 19-20 The Lord became my 
protector. He brought me out to a place of freedom; he saved me 
because he delighted in me. 

Collect Grant us, O Lord, we pray, that the course of our world may 
be directed by your peaceful rule and that your Church may rejoice, 
untroubled in her devotion. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your 
Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Ecclesiasticus 44:1.9-13; Ps. 149; Mark 11:11-26 

Jesus entered Jerusalem and went to the temple. He looked around 
at everything, but since it was already late, he went out to Bethany 
with the Twelve. The next day as they were leaving Bethany, Jesus 
was hungry. Seeing in the distance a fig-tree in leaf, he went to find 
out if it had any fruit. When he reached it, he found nothing but 
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leaves, because it was not the season for figs. Then he said to the 
tree, May no-one ever eat fruit from you again. And his disciples 
heard him say it. On reaching Jerusalem, Jesus entered the temple 
area and began driving out those who were buying and selling there. 
He overturned the tables of the money-changers and the benches of 
those selling doves, and would not allow anyone to carry 
merchandise through the temple courts. And as he taught them, he 
said, Is it not written: ‘My house will be called a house ofprayer for 
all nations ’? But you have made it ‘a den of robbers The chief 
priests and the teachers of the law heard this and began looking for a 
way to kill him, for they feared him, because the whole crowd was 
amazed at his teaching. When evening came, they went out of the 
city. In the morning, as they went along, they saw the fig-tree 
withered from the roots. Peter remembered and said to Jesus, Rabbi, 
look! The fig-tree you cursed has withered! Have faith in God, Jesus 
answered. I tell you the truth, if anyone says to this moun tain, ‘Go, 
throw yourself into the sea, ’ and does not doubt in his heart but 
believes that what he says will happen, it will be done for him. 
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Therefore I tell you, whatever you ask for in prayer, believe that you 
have received it, and it will be yours. And when you stand praying, if 
you hold anything against anyone, forgive him, so that your Father 
in heaven may forgive you your sins. (Mark 11:11-26) 

The Strong One In the popular imagination, I suspect that the 
picture of Jesus of Nazareth is of a kind and gentle miracle worker, a 
teacher of the moral life and a person full of love for the 
downtrodden and the forgotten. He is a model human being with the 
best guidance for living a good life. All this is true, but seriously 
incomplete. To take the matter of Christ’s kindness, our Lord could 
be harsh and he was feared (by the leaders). Contemplate our Gospel 
scene today. Our Lord enters Jerusalem, being acclaimed as the 
Messiah King by the crowds that accompanied him. He then goes 
into the Temple, gazing on the spectacle before him. This was the 
House of his beloved Father, and what he saw was the hubbub of 
talk, the sound of animals being led and sold, business, and the loud 
clink of money being received and given. Perhaps appalled, he left 
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Jerusalem for the night, and the next day returned and took action. 
Single-handedly he “ began driving out those who were buying and 
selling there. He overturned the tables of the money-changers and 
the benches of those selling doves, and would not cdlow anyone to 
carry merchandise through the temple courts. And as he taught 
them, he said, Is it not written: ‘My house will be called a house of 
prayer for all nations ’? But you have made it ‘a den of robbers It 
must have been a stunning spectacle. His voice would have rung out, 
being heard all over the Temple. Those who were buying and those 
who were selling were ordered to leave. Tables went headlong, 
money rolled all over the floor, with their owners chasing it and 
hastily departing with what they could gather up. Animals bleating 
and bellowing were hurried along the Temple area and driven out 
into the open, with their owners scampering after them. The voice of 
Jesus of Nazareth, acting as prophet of God, was sharp and strong 
and all would have heard it. The attention of all was riveted as the 
holy place was transformed. No one carrying any merchandise was 
allowed to set foot through the Temple courts. Finally the noise had 
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gone and all was quiet, with Jesus standing there as Master of his 
Father’s House. Then he summoned the people to hear him. 

It was yet another display of the strength and courage of 
Christ and of his sense of supreme authority in all the things of God. 
He was not just a kind and gentle inspirer of the good life. He was 
powerful in his resistance to sin and nothing could stop him unless he 
permitted it. Jesus of Nazareth was very strong in his love. His love 
was a powerful force that unhesitatingly assumed authority in the 
things that pertained to his mission. The devils recognized this and 
panicked at his approach. Word must have quickly travelled to the 
rest of the Temple precincts and even beyond to parts of the City, 
that Jesus had overturned the customary traffic and had imposed a 
different regime within the Temple. It must have been a sensation 
among the ruling clique. Probably nothing like this in living memory 
had happened in the new Temple built by Herod, and it could just be 
that nothing quite like it had ever happened in the history of worship 
in the City. We read in our Gospel passage today that “the chief 
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priests and the teachers of the law heard this and began looking for a 
way to kill him, for they feared him, because the whole crowd was 
amazed at his teaching ” (Mark 11: 11-26). The chief priests feared 
him, as did the teachers of the law, and their resolution hardened. 
The only thing to be done was to put Jesus to death. As far as they 
were concerned, power was passing out of their hands. They were 
losing their hold because the authority of Jesus to teach seemed so 
absolute to the people. During the Passion, Pilate himself could see 
that it was because of jealousy that Jesus had been handed over. The 
point here, though, is that we observe our Lord’s strength, his action 
against abuse and sin, and his sheer authority. Jesus of Nazareth was 
not just a kindly miracle worker who offered guidance for the good 
life. He was the Man of authority. All authority in heaven and on 
earth has been given to me, he would tell his disciples on his rising 
from the dead. They were to go to the whole world and make 
disciples of all the nations. He is the Lord of lords and the King of 
kings. 
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Long before, the king at the time complained about the 
prophet Amos. He was always prophesying bad things about him. If 
we go through the Gospels we see our Lord giving dire warnings of 
the judgment to come, and of the fire that will never go out. In our 
Gospel passage today he condemns the fig tree to a perpetual 
barrenness. Our Lord was blunt with sin and severe with those who 
refused to come to him in a spirit of faith — such as the leaders. Let 
us not take Christ for granted. He will come again to judge the living 
and the dead. Let us so live as to be ready. 


■<b»©«dv 





1368 


Saturday of the Eighth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 18 (17): 19-20 The Lord became my 
protector. He brought me out to a place of freedom; he saved me 
because he delighted in me. 

Collect Grant us, O Lord, we pray, that the course of our world may 
be directed by your peaceful rule and that your Church may rejoice, 
untroubled in her devotion. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your 
Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Ecclesiasticus 51:17-27; Psalm 18; Mark 11:27-33 

Jesus and his disciples arrived again in Jerusalem, and while Jesus 
was walking in die temple, the chief priests, the teachers of the law 
and the elders came to him. By what authority are you doing these 
things? they asked. And who gave you authority to do this? Jesus 
replied, I will ask you one question. Answer me, and / will tell you 
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by what authority I am doing these things. John’s baptism — was it 
from heaven, or from men? Tell me! They discussed it among 
themselves and said, If we say, ‘From heaven ’, he will ask, ‘Then 
why didn ’t you believe him? ’ But if we say, ‘From men ’ (They feared 
the people, for everyone held that John really was a prophet.) So 
they answered Jesus, We don’t know. Jesus said, Neither will I tell 
you by what authority I am doing these things. (Mark 11:27-33) 

By What Authority? Our Gospel scene today, as Mark describes 
it, occurred the day after Jesus had cleansed the Temple of the 
buying and selling that had gone on there. Two days before our 
present scene, he had entered Jerusalem to the acclaim of the people, 
gone to the Temple, observed, and then left for Bethany. The next 
day he came back and took the matter of the Temple into his own 
hands, driving out all the buying and the selling and imposing a 
religious decorum and atmosphere within the Temple precincts. 
Then he taught, left the City for the night and now here he was, back 
in the Temple again, the day after the cleansing sensation. All was 
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now different. Quiet prevailed and there was Jesus, “ walking in the 
Temple For the moment the buying, selling and general business 
had gone, and the authority which Christ wielded in the minds and 
hearts of the people ensured that his will prevailed. He was 
untouchable because the people held him to be a great prophet, and 
the leaders were helpless. All the leaders could do was helplessly 
hatch their schemes, trying to catch Jesus out and demanding from 
him an account of his authority. His authority was the issue. There 
he stood in the Temple, there he walked, there he paused to pray, 
there he quietly conversed. His disciples were around him and the 
people awaited his teaching. He was in the House of his own Father 
who had sent him, his very own Father whom he knew and loved so 
perfectly. He exuded spiritual authority of the highest order, but the 
leaders were stubbornly refusing it. So there he was, “ walking in the 
Temple ,” and 'The chief priests, the teachers of the law and the elders 
came to him. By what authority are you doing these things? they 
asked. And who gave you authority to do this?” If he said that his 
authority came from God, they would deny it as unproven. So our 
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Lord answered their question by posing one of his own: by what 
authority did John baptize? He was pointing to a prophet they had 
known, a prophet who had borne witness to him. But no, they would 
not answer — their hearts were hard and closed. 

Our Gospel scene today sets before us the figure of Jesus 
Christ and his supreme authority, an authority that can be freely 
accepted or freely denied. One way or the other, there will be 
consequences. At the beginning of his public ministry, Satan had 
offered him supreme authority over the kingdoms of the world. With 
Satan, there is enough truth in his abyss of error to make his 
temptations appear to have weight — not with Christ but with fallen 
man. Perhaps he divined that Jesus was out to establish a world 
dominion. He offered Jesus of Nazareth just this, but a dominion 
that included admiration for him — indeed, worship of him! — and 
his cooperation. But no. Jesus had come to establish the promised 
Kingdom of God. It would consist in union with him and fellowship 
with all those who abide in him. At the end this Kingdom would be 
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handed back to the Father, and God would be all in all. At the centre 
of this Kingdom is Jesus himself. In this Kingdom, his authority is 
supreme. When he rose from the dead and appeared to his disciples, 
he told them that all authority in heaven and on earth had been given 
to him, and that they were to make disciples not just of the House of 
Israel, but of all the nations. In our Gospel today (Mark 11: 27-33) 
the leaders approach our Lord and, knowing that at this point they 
could do nothing to “put him in his place” as we might say, 
demanded of him that he justify the authority with which he was 
acting. The answer he gave on this occasion is included in our 
Gospel passage. But let us, in our turn, consider the authority of 
Christ over our lives. Where is he, and how does he exercise his 
authority? He abides in his Church founded on the rock that is Peter, 
and he continues to teach all his disciples from that Chair. The 
Church’s teaching carries with it the authority of Jesus Christ. As he 
said to his disciples, he who hears you hears me. Every day we 
ought be growing in our love for Jesus Christ and showing our love 
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by obedience to his word as it comes to us in the ministry and 
teaching of the Church. 

The Church holds the Scriptures in her hand and reads the 
inspired Book to her faithful, instructing all in its true meaning. The 
unseen Teacher is Christ, whose authority is supreme. He guides the 
Church in her understanding of his divine revelation, and thus does 
Christian doctrine develop. It embraces the spectrum of man’s life. 
In it all, though, it is Christ to whom we listen, and it is him whom 
we obey. Let us carefully preserve in our hearts a vivid sense of 
Christ’s authority, and never allow ourselves in effect to call it into 
question, as did the leaders in our Gospel today. 
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Ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 25 (24): 16, 18 Turn to me and have mercy 
on me, 0 Lord, for I am alone and poor. See my lowliness and 
suffering and take away all my sins, my God. 

Collect O God, whose providence never fails in its design, keep from 
us, we humbly beseech you, all that might harm us and grant all that 
works for our good. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever 

Scripture today : Deuteronomy 11:18, 26-28, 32; Ps. 31:2-4, 17, 25; 

Romans 3:21-25, 28; Matthew 7:21-27 

Jesus said to his disciples: Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord, ’ 
will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only he who does the will of my 
Father who is in heaven. Many will say to me on that day, Lord, Lord, 
did we not prophesy in your name, and in your name drive out demons 
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and perform many miracles? ’ Then I will tell them plainly, T never 
knew you. Away from me, you evildoers! ’ Therefore everyone who 
hears these words of mine and puts them into practice is like a wise 
man who built his house on the rock. The rain came down, the streams 
rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house; yet it did not fall, 
because it had its foundation on the rock. But everyone who hears 
these words of mine and does not put them into practice is like a foolish 
man who built his house on sand. The rain came down, the streams 
rose, and the winds blew and beat agcdnst that house, and it fell with a 
great crash. (Matthew 7:21-27) 

The Kingdom It is intriguing that in one respect we do not ordinarily 
express the goal of human life in the terms in which our Lord 
commonly expressed it. To what am I referring? I am referring to the 
phrase our Lord commonly used for the goal of life and God’s plan, the 
Kingdom of heaven, the Kingdom of God. This hallowed term, 
“Kingdom” of God and of heaven, has passed out of our ordinary 
religious usage even though it recurs time and again in our Lord’s 
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preaching and instructions in the Gospels. Repent, our Lord said at the 
beginning of his public ministry, for the Kingdom of God is at hand. 
The beatitudes speak of the Kingdom of heaven and of how man can 
enter it. In our Gospel today our Lord tells his disciples that “ Not 
evetyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord, ’ will enter the kingdom of 
heaven, but only he who does the will of my Father who is in heaven.’’'’ 
Entry into the kingdom of heaven is the goal of life, and it does not 
simply mean heaven. By his death and resurrection our Lord 
established the kingdom of heaven here on earth. What is “the kingdom 
of heaven” referred to by our Lord in our Gospel today? The kingdom 
of heaven, the kingdom of God, is nothing other than the presence and 
lordship of God. God was present in all his ruling lordship in the 
person of Jesus. In Christ was present the fullness of the Godhead 
bodily, and he himself always did what pleased the Father. How do we 
enter the kingdom of heaven, then? We enter the kingdom of God by 
entering into union with Jesus, and union with him is made accessible 
to all through his Church. u You are Peter, ” he said to Simon, “and on 
this rock I will build my Church. I will give to you the keys of the 
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kingdom of heaven.''' In Christ is found the fullness of the kingdom of 
heaven, and Christ is found in his Church. The kingdom of heaven 
which Christ established here on earth subsists, then, in the Church he 
founded, and that Church subsists in the Catholic Church of which the 
Successor of Peter is the visible foundation. 

This is why it is not hard to understand what it is that constitutes 
the fullness of the religion revealed by God. The most educated can 
grasp it, and the least educated can grasp it too, and even a child can 
grasp it. For this reason certain children have been held up by the 
Church as models for their sanctity. The essence and the fullness of 
religion consists in an intimate union with the person of Christ. It is as 
simple and as difficult as that. It is difficult because, as our Lord says 
in today’s Gospel (Matthew 7:21-27), it means imitating him in his 
obedience to the Father and in all things doing the Father’s will. But 
this is not just a private and individual matter, which of course it is as 
well. It is also the key for the life of the world and of the entire 
universe. The key to all of created reality is to be found in the person of 
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Jesus Christ. It is through him that all things came to be, and it is in 
him that all life finds its source. He came that we may have life in 
abundance. So there is a linchpin to everything created, a Reality which 
holds all things together and in which the life and health of the world is 
to be found. The heart of the world, we might say, is the living person 
of Jesus. So it is that the multiplicity that marks all of reality has a 
source of unity. That source of unity is the living person of Jesus. The 
mission of the Church and of all her members is to propose to all men 
that they look to Jesus as the true life of the world. The task of life is to 
enter into union with Jesus and to grow in this union, and Jesus is found 
in his body the Church, whose mission is to bring him to the world. In 
him man lives in union with the most holy Trinity, one God in three 
persons. We live in Christ and grow in holiness by following in his 
footsteps as he carries the cross to Calvary. It means doing the will of 
God in the midst of whatever suffering our God-given duties entail, and 
all of this in union with Jesus. It will come to its fulfilment in the final 


resurrection of the just, when God will be all in all. 
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The kingdom of heaven as preached by our Lord is the goal of 
life and of the world. May God’s kingdom come, and it will come 
when his will is done on earth as it is done in heaven. That is to say, the 
kingdom of God and of heaven is the presence and the lordship of God 
here on earth and in the hearts of men. It is God’s rule, his reign. This 
is present in its fullness in the person of Jesus, and we ourselves enter 
the kingdom of heaven, which is to say the lordship of God, by entering 
into union with Jesus. Holiness consists in union with Jesus, and that 
holiness derived from union with Jesus reaches its fulfilment in heaven. 

Further reading : The Catechism of the Catholic Church, no. 2012-2016 
(Christian holiness) 
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Monday of the Ninth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 25 (24): 16, 18 Turn to me and have mercy 
on me, O Lord, for I am alone and poor. See my lowliness and 
suffering and take away all my sins, my God. 

Collect O God, whose providence never fails in its design, keep from 
us, we humbly beseech you, all that might harm us and grant all that 
works for our good. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Tobit 1:3; 2: 1-8; Psalm 111; Mark 12:1-12 

Jesus began to speak to the chief priests, the scribes, and the elders in 
parables. A man planted a vineyard. He put a wall around it, dug a pit 
for the winepress and built a watchtower. Then he rented the vineyard 
to some farmers and went away on a journey. At harvest time he sent a 
serx’ant to the tenants to collect from them some of the fruit of the 
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vineyard. But they seized him, beat him and sent him away 
empty-handed. Then he sent another servant to them; they struck this 
man on the head and treated him shamefully. He sent still another, and 
that one they killed. He sent many others; some of them they beat, 
others they killed. He had one left to send, a son, whom he loved. He 
sent him last of all, saying, 'They will respect my son. ’ But the tenants 
said to one another, 'This is the heir. Come, let’s kill him, and the 
inheritance will be ours. ’ So they took him and killed him, and threw 
him out of the vineyard. What then will the owner of the vineyard do? 
He will come and kill those tenants and give the vineyard to others. 
Haven’t you read this scripture: 'The stone the builders rejected has 
become the keystone; the Lord has done this, and it is marvellous in out- 
eyes ’? Then they looked for a way to arrest him because they knew he 
had spoken the parable against them. But they were afraid of the 
crowd; so they left him and went away. (Mark 12:1-12) 

The Vine There have been various great teachers in the history of 
mankind and they have employed different methods of imparting their 
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teaching. For instance, among outstanding philosophers there can be 
very different ways of instruction. Compare the methods of Socrates, 
Plato and Aristotle. There are great differences between them. Our 
Lord’s principal method of instruction seems to have been the story, the 
parable. He uses other methods, such as maxims, direct precept and 
exhortation and so forth, but the short story seems to have been his 
special means. Our Gospel parable today (Mark 12:1-12) is an 
example. We note that this particular parable is directed to the “t/ze 
chief priests, the scribes, and the elders.’’'’ It speaks of God planting his 
vineyard and entrusting it to tenants to look after it and to collect the 
fruit of the vineyard. The prophet Isaiah had spoken of God planting 
his vineyard and tending it, and then asking how was it that the 
vineyard produced sour and bitter grapes. In our Lord’s parable the 
problem is the tenants. Having been entrusted with the vineyard — 
which is clearly the people of God — the tenants are sent servants of 
the owner to collect from them the produce. The servants are obviously 
the prophets who are raised up by God at various points in the history of 
his chosen people to call for the fruits of holiness expected by Him. 
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But they are rejected by the tenants. Finally he sent his beloved Son. 
We observe the uniqueness that our Lord was claiming in the history of 
God’s revelation. The prophets were God’s servants, he was God’s 
beloved Son. Yet he, too, was rejected and put to death. The whole 
parable speaks of the drama of God’s love for his chosen people, his 
choice of them and the rejection of him by (very many of) those whom 
God had appointed to be shepherds. It tells of the consequences of this 
pattern, that what they had been given would be taken away. 

Our Lord is taking an image employed by the Scriptures to 
speak of God’s relationship with his people. The image is that of the 
vine and in using it, our Lord speaks of himself as God’s beloved son. 
But elsewhere our Lord uses the image in another way. At the Last 
Supper he speaks again of the vineyard, or more specifically of the vine. 
This time he is not just the Son who comes to the shepherds of God’s 
people (that is, the tenants) to ask for the fruits. This time he himself is 
the vine, and the Father is the vinedresser. The Father is tending the 


vine himself, and that vine is his beloved Son. The branches of the vine 
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are the members of God’s people, engrafted into him by faith and 
baptism. That is to say, the vine is the Church of which Christ is the 
head and we are the members. We live by his life, and we do so by the 
power of the Holy Spirit. “7 am the vine," our Lord tells his disciples 
during the Last Supper (Gospel of St John), and “ you are the branches .” 
The one who remains in our Lord will bear much fruit, fruit that will 
last. If we do not remain in him then we will wither, and nothing will 
come of us. So this image of the vine, employed by our Lord in 
different ways, illustrates different aspects of the mystery of Christ and 
of our relationship with him. We who are members of the Church are 
not simply followers and subjects of Christ who is the Son of God, but 
rather we have been placed by the grace of God in an ineffable personal 
relationship with him. Just as he is in the Father and the Father is in 
him, so, our Lord tells us, we are in him and he is in us (John 14,15-21). 
This unique bond with Jesus by grace is distinguished by a personal 
love for him, and that love is shown by obedience to his commands. 
“The one who receives my commandments and keeps them will be the 


one who loves me" 
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Let us allow our Lord’s parable to sink into our mind, 
imagination and heart as we ponder on its implications. Let us receive 
him as good tenants, recognizing him as the beloved Son. Let us also 
understand that, from a different perspective, he is actually the vine and 
we the branches. Let us then resolve to live in him by grace and love, 
while showing our love by our obedience to his will. In this way we 
will produce the fruit that the Father desires. 

-- 
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Tuesday in the Ninth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 25 (24): 16, 18 Turn to me and have mercy 
on me, 0 Lord, for I am alone and poor. See my lowliness and 
suffering and take away all my sins, my God. 

Collect O God, whose providence never fails in its design, keep from 
us, we humbly beseech you, all that might harm us and grant all that 
works for our good. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Tobit 2:9-14; Psalm 111; Mark 12:13-17 

Later they sent some of the Pharisees and Herodians to Jesus to catch 
him in his words. They came to him and said, Teacher, we know you 
are a man of integrity. You aren’t swayed by men, because you pay no 
attention to who they are; but you teach the way of God in accordance 
with the truth. Is it right to pay taxes to Caesar or not? Should we pay 
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or shouldn ’t we? But Jesus knew their hypocrisy. Why are you trying to 
trap me? he asked. Bring me a denarius and let me look at it. They 
brought the coin, and he asked them, Whose portrait is this? And whose 
inscription? Caesar’s, they replied. Then Jesus said to them, Give to 
Caesar what is Caesar’s and to God what is God’s. And they were 
amazed at him. (Mark 12:13-17) 

Caesar One of the intellectual breakthroughs in the understanding of 
divine revelation has been the concept of development. By this I am 
primarily referring to the point that the Church’s understanding of 
divine revelation develops and this is reflected in the development of 
Christian doctrine. A great step was taken in the appreciation and 
acceptance of this when John Henry Newman (now beatified) published 
his book in 1845 entitled The Development of Christian Doctrine. The 
Church’s formal doctrine is different from what it was in the Church’s 
infancy. Has this been a deformation, or on the contrary has it been an 
expected and entirely faithful development? Newman showed it has 
been a development and that development is a characteristic of 
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Christian doctrine. One of the things that helped Newman gradually see 
this was not only the historical fact that Christian doctrine has changed 
— which is to say, developed — but that revelation itself developed. 
By that I mean that the revelation that God gave of himself and his plan 
for man prior to Christ developed over the centuries. It increased, with 
the revelation of one point leading to the revelation of another. The 
final revelation of God has come in his Son Jesus Christ. All that God 
has revealed and intends to reveal is contained in Jesus his Son - which 
means that there will be no further development of revelation. All that 
now remains is for the Church and her members to understand this 
revelation in Christ more and more fully — and this is where doctrine 
develops. But all that is a further matter. What I would like to notice 
here is that what our Lord states in his reply to his scheming questioners 
implies a development of an aspect of God’s revelation. Christ’s 
teaching develops past revelation. The emissaries of the Herodians and 
Pharisees asked our Lord if it was in accord with the law of God that 
taxes be paid to Caesar. Behind the question (apart from the hypocrisy) 
was an appeal to the ancient intent of God that his people be ruled by 
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himself or his own appointed king. Was it then lawful to collaborate by 
the payment of taxes with one whose kingship over God’s people had 
nothing to do with the true God and his appointments? 

Following the departure from Egypt, the children of Israel were 
ruled and guided by divine appointees, beginning with Moses himself 
and followed by Joshua. Then there followed the judges, all raised up 
by God. God was ruling his people through his designated rulers. 
Samuel, the last of the judges, was pressed by the people to appoint a 
king. It amounted to a dissatisfaction, so we read God himself say to 
Samuel, with an unseen God being their king. They wanted a ruler they 
could see and hear. So God allowed for a king to be anointed, but still 
it was to be his appointee and so the kingship began which in God’s 
plan would bring itself forth the King of kings who would reign forever. 
We could say that at that point God’s revelation (not his unchanging 
plan, though) was developing. The Herodians and Pharisees in their 
question to Jesus were harking back to the notion that God alone and 
his appointees are to be his people’s king. There is much that could be 
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said about this, but it would not be to my purpose here. The point here 
is that our Lord’s response throws new light — we might even say a 
new development of revelation — on the people of God in the world. 
God’s people are not to shun Caesar. Caesar’s de facto rule is 
embraced by the plan of God. They find themselves subject to his rule, 
so this brings certain duties. There were precedents to this, of course. 
We read of Jeremiah instructing the people in captivity to live as good 
citizens in their foreign land and to prosper in that setting. But here our 
Lord tells his interlocutors that inasmuch as Caesar rules over them, this 
fact of life brings certain duties which they must respect. Render to 
Caesar what belongs to Caesar and to God what belongs to God (Mark 
12:13-17). He says no more than that basic principle except for the 
matter of taxes. It is legitimate for Caesar to tax and it is proper that 
they respect this right. Our Lord is showing that whatever might have 
been God’s plan for his people in the past, it is now revealed that his 
chosen people are to take their place in the world and be good citizens 
in their political and social setting. This is a lesson St Paul insisted on 


in his letters to the churches. 
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Our Lord’s teaching in our Gospel today provides the 
foundation of a vigorous spirituality for the Christian in the world. The 
lay Christian is to bring Christ to his everyday secular setting by his 
professional service to all those who have a right to it. This includes 
the due respect for civil authority and its laws for society. It does not, 
of course, mean that all civil authority is right — on the contrary, the 
Christian ought strive for the constant improvement of civil authority 
and its laws. Indeed, precisely because of what is due to God, those 
laws may be rejected. A great model for us all is St Thomas More, 
Lord Chancellor of England who went to his death rendering to Henry 
what was due to Henry, but to God what was due to God. 
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Wednesday of the Ninth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 25 (24): 16, 18 Turn to me and have mercy 
on me, 0 Lord, for I am alone and poor. See my lowliness and 
suffering and take away all my sins, my God. 

Collect O God, whose providence never fails in its design, keep from 
us, we humbly beseech you, all that might harm us and grant all that 
works for our good. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Tobit 3:1-11.16-17; Psalm 24; Mark 12:18-27 

Then the Scidclucees, who say there is no resurrection, came to him with 
a question. Teacher, they said, Moses wrote for us that if a man’s 
brother dies and leaves a wife but no children, the man must marry the 
widow and have children for his brother. Now there were seven 
brothers. The first one married and died without leaving any children. 
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The second one married the widow, but he also died, leaving no child. 
It was the same with the third. In fact, none of the seven left any 
children. Last of all, the woman died too. At the resurrection whose 
wife will she be, since the seven were married to her? Jesus replied, Are 
you not in error because you do not know the Scriptures or the power of 
God? When the dead rise, they will neither marry nor be given in 
marriage; they will be like the angels in heaven. Now about the dead 
rising — have you not read in the book of Moses, in the account of the 
bush, how God said to him, 7 am the God of Abraham, the God of 
Isaac, and the God of Jacob ’? He is not the God of the dead, but of the 
living. You are badly mistaken! (Mark 12:18-27) 

Afterlife For as long as I can remember, nature programs on 
television have had a wide viewing. Programs that investigate the 
habits and life patterns of birds, insects, animals large and small, the 
struggle for survival, the vast kingdom of marine life — all this evokes 
unending interest. For one whose starting point is the fact of God, 
nature thus portrayed is a wonderful manifestation of his perfections. I 
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was once surprised to see Sir David Attenborough (the wild-life film 
producer) saying in an interview that his studies of nature led him to 
doubt the reality of God. I think he was taken by the cruelty he saw in 
the animal kingdom. Nature also fascinates with the numerous 
differences it suggests between the animal and the human being, and I 
do not wish here to discuss those differences. But there is one 
difference that may serve as an introduction to our reflection on the 
Gospel of today. That difference is the capacity of the human being to 
take account of the future and to plan accordingly. The animal acts on 
instinct and seeks what it now needs, while the human being freely sets 
his future goals and selects what he judges to be the best means to attain 
them. But having stated this, what must also be said is that man often 
makes poor use of this capacity. A person can see that if he does not 
pass his exams in a year’s time it will alter the course of his life. 
Despite foreseeing this, he does not bother to make success in his 
exams his goal, and so takes no real steps to attain it but contents 
himself instead with short-term satisfactions. His life is profoundly 
affected as a result, and for the worse. Or again, a person may be very 
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good at selecting future goals and the means to attain them, but he 
makes terrible mistakes as to those future goals. That is to say, he 
selects goals that are not truly in his interest. For instance, he aims to 
make a lot of money and cares little about his family life. He gains the 
money but loses what will give him a much greater happiness, a good 
family life. Man must select the right goals as well as the means to gain 
them. 


Well now, our Lord in our Gospel today (Mark 12:18-27) tells 
us of the greatest goal of all which many seem not to bother to make 
their own. It is the goal of eternal life in heaven. The Sadducees came 
to our Lord with their question which they thought would prove that 
there is no resurrection — a belief many still have. Let us contemplate 
the content of our Lord’s response. “ Jesus replied, Are you not in error 
because you do not know the Scriptures or the power of God?” Heaven 
is not just a higher form of this earthly life in which, for instance, 
people marry and are given in marriage. No, it is utterly beyond those 
ambitions and necessities. It is happiness beyond compare and all this 
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by the power of God. St Paul writes that eye has not seen nor ear heard 
what God has in store for those who love him. Moreover, there will be 
no end to it — it will be eternal. Pope Benedict XVI makes the point in 
his Encyclical on Christian Hope that the notion of eternity will not be 
very attractive to modem man if he looks on heaven as merely an 
extension of this life. This notion was obviously present in the minds of 
the Herodians for them to have put their question. Who would want to 
live forever if our life were to continue unendingly as it is now? Rather, 
heaven is our being plunged into the infinite love of the Lord God 
whose Being is without limit in its richness. It will be an inexpressible 
present that never fades, and all of those in heaven will be together in 
this ineffable joy. We shall see God as he is, face to face, and we shall 
be together, angels and saints all. Numerous persons work for years 
and years looking forward to their retirement which they often imagine 
to be years of peace and happiness. Let us hope it will be this for them. 
But there is not the slightest doubt that the one judged worthy of a place 
in heaven will indeed have attained a place of peace and rest, one that is 
scarcely imaginable. How sad a misuse of our capacity to select goals 
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and the means to attain them if we neglect this all-important goal. How 
great a catastrophe if heaven is lost, and that forever! 

Let us take stock of where we are heading. Life is short and it 
passes very quickly. Childhood goes, as does youth. Adulthood arrives 
and it speeds along. Middle age appears, passes and old age arrives. 
Alternatively, life is cut off when least expected. Death comes 
inevitably and with it comes the judgment of God. Then there are only 
two alternatives. It will be either heaven or hell. Let us make heaven 
our goal, and select the means to attain it. Christ is the Way, the Truth 
and the L ife. Let us take our place with him and follow in his footsteps, 
for with him we shall arrive at our goal. 
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Thursday of the Ninth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 25 (24): 16, 18 Turn to me and have mercy 
on me, 0 Lord, for I am alone and poor. See my lowliness and 
suffering and take away all my sins, my God. 

Collect O God, whose providence never fails in its design, keep from 
us, we humbly beseech you, all that might harm us and grant all that 
works for our good. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Tobit 6:10-11; 7:1.9-17; 8:4-9; Psalm 127; 

Mark 12:28-34 

One of the teachers of the law came and heard them debating. Noticing 
that Jesus had given them a good answer, he asked him, Of cdl the 
commandments, which is the most important? The most important one, 


answered Jesus, is this: ‘Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is 
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one. Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul 
and with all your mind and with all your strength. ’ The second is this: 

'Love your neighbour as yourself. ’ There is no commandment greater 
than these. Well said, teacher, the man replied. You are right in saying 
that God is one and there is no other but him. To love him with all your 
heart, with all your understanding and with all your strength, and to 
love your neighbour as yourself is more important than all burnt 
offerings and sacrifices. When Jesus saw that he had answered wisely, 
he said to him, You are not far from the kingdom of God. And from 
then on no-one dared ask him any more questions. (Mark 12:28-34) 

God In Our Work It has at times been observed that the most 
important task facing every man and woman is that of learning how to 
live. One can easily go through life never learning this. 
Fundamentally, learning how to live entails learning to have a proper 
relationship with the God who has given us life. So learning how to 
live means learning to put God at the centre of life. The fact is that one 
can easily live as if God is peripheral, which is to say as if there are 
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many gods. A great number of people live this way. By that I mean 
that many different things can be taken as the ultimate object of one’s 
hopes and efforts — such as success in one’s chosen career, a happy 
marriage, the advancement of one’s children, and many other worthy 
goals besides, but without any reference to God. For instance, one 
often hears the expression that “sport is that man’s religion,” and it 
means that sport is what that person is living for. It is a kind of lesser 
god in his life and other things must give way to sport. In a secular 
culture in which this world occupies the centre stage, the polytheism of 
so many cultures in the history of man has been replaced by a secular 
polytheism, but a polytheism nevertheless. The first of the Ten 
Commandments is just as relevant to our age as it is to any age of the 
past. It lays it down that there is one God only and that no other god is 
to be allowed to take his place. In our Gospel passage today (Mark 
12:28-34), our Lord is asked which is the most important of all the 
commandments, and let us remember that there were a lot of 
commandments in the Old Testament. Our Lord’s reply was immediate 
and clear. The first is that there is one God only, and he is the Lord. 



1401 


He and he only is to be loved as God. No other is to take his place. 
“Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God is one, and one only .” In his famous 
Spiritual Exercises , St Ignatius Loyola lays it down as a foundation that 
we must strive to be, in the last analysis, indifferent to all things other 
than God himself. He and he alone is to be the Lord of our lives. 
Learning to live means having the Lord as one’s only God. 

There is an immediate implication of this practical monotheism. 
It is that in all our daily work we ought to strive to love God with all 
our heart. It is a very good thing to be busy. I remember hearing one 
very prominent talk-back host saying on radio that man was bom to 
work and that man finds his greatest satisfaction in a life of work. This 
is true. A man who does not truly work, and who is always looking for 
ways of avoiding work, has not yet learned to live. The whole of 
visible creation is active and, in its own way, can be said by analogy to 
be at work. The activity of inanimate creation, the activity of 
vegetative, insect and animal life all reflect in its way the working 
activity of man — all things are, we might say, “at work”. This in turn 
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reflects the nature and life of God himself who, our Lord tells us in the 
Gospel of St John, is at work. My father works, our Lord says in reply 
to his critics, and therefore I also work. So learning to live and being 
religious, as we should be, includes living a life of work. But a danger 
can be that we fail to love and serve God in our work. As already said, 
we can be working for other “gods”, other interests, other factors in life. 
We can be working for ourselves and not for God. Our Lord tells us 
that the first commandment of the Law lays it down not only that there 
is one God only, and that we are to love Him with all our heart, mind 
and strength. This, then, is what ought distinguish our work. We ought 
throughout our life to be at work, be it for our family, our children, our 
work clients of each day, but the true object of our love and service in 
all of this work should be the one true God. He is the one we ought to 
be loving in our service of others. We love and serve our family, our 
children, our clients in our daily workplace but we do this in God. The 
task of each day is not just to work, but to work for and in union with 
God, and to do so with as much love as possible. That is to say, we 
must strive to sanctify our daily work by doing it with as much love for 
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God as we can. In this way our work will sanctify us and it will 
sanctify our neighbour. 

Let us take to heart our Lord’s teaching today that there is but 
one God and not many. We are to love Him with all our heart, mind 
and strength, and our neighbour as our self. God and only he is to be 
the object of our life. Let us not allow many gods in our life. And in all 
our daily work and activities let us serve with all our hearts this one 
only God who is the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. This 
sanctification of our daily work will take us to heaven. 


■<b»©®dv 
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Friday of the Ninth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 25 (24): 16, 18 Turn to me and have mercy 
on me, O Lord, for I am alone and poor. See my lowliness and 
suffering and take away all my sins, my God. 

Collect O God, whose providence never fails in its design, keep from 
us, we humbly beseech you, all that might harm us and grant all that 
works for our good. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God .... 

Scripture today : Tobit 11:5-17; Psalm 145; Mark 12:35-37 

While Jesus was teaching in the temple courts, he asked, How is it that 
the teachers of the law say that the Christ is the son of David? David 
himself, speaking by the Holy Spirit, declared: ‘The Lord said to my 
Lord: Sit at my right hand until I put your enemies under your feet. ’ 
David himself calls him ‘Lord’. How then can he be his son? The large 
crowd listened to him with delight. (Mark 12:35-37) 
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The Scriptures One of the many things we notice about Jesus Christ 
as portrayed in the Gospels is his love of, his reverence for, and his use 
of what the Christian calls the Old Testament. For the Christian, the 
New Testament — consisting of the Gospels, the Acts, the Letters and 
the Book of Revelation — constitute the high point of the inspired 
Scriptures because they bring forward the figure and the teaching of 
Jesus, the Messiah and Son of God. The four Gospels are the most 
important part of the New Testament precisely because the person of 
Jesus is portrayed with the greatest clarity and he is the object of the 
Christian religion. He is the one whom the Christian loves, serves and 
follows in life, and the Gospels provide him (and the entire Church) 
with the means of contemplating his very person and growing in love 
for and obedience to him. But there is the danger for the Christian of 
neglecting the Old Testament because of the wealth and importance of 
the New. This would constitute an impoverishment and the neglect of 
an inspired resource that nourishes our appreciation of the Christ of the 
Scriptures. Let us remember this, that we see Christ time and again 
referring to the Scriptures and making use of them to teach, to combat 
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error coming from his enemies the scribes and Pharisees, to confirm in 
their faith his own disciples, to illustrate his own mission, and even to 
confound Satan (as we see in his dialogue with the Devil following his 
Baptism). Following his rising from the dead, he walked from 
Jerusalem to Emmaus giving two of his disciples a lengthy lesson in the 
meaning of the Scriptures. The inspired Scriptures used and loved by 
our Lord and the infant Church was none other than the Old Testament, 
used by our Lord presumably in the Hebrew, and by the infant Church 
in both the Hebrew and the Septuagint Greek. This thought ought to 
inspire us to love and use it assiduously too. It is inspired by God just 
as is the New Testament, and so should be used with great reverence. 

Our Gospel passage today (Mark 12:35-37) gives us an instance 
of our Lord making use of the Old Testament, which in the Gospels he 
refers to at times as the Scriptures and at times as the Law and the 
Prophets. Today he makes reference to one of the Psalms. He asks the 
people what David meant when, “ speaking by the Holy Spirit ”, he 
declared ''The Lord said to my Lord: Sit at my right hand until I put 
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your enemies under your feet’ Our Lord here refers to David as being 
inspired by the Holy Spirit when he wrote this. He is confirming the 
divine inspiration of the Scriptures — in this case of the Psalms — and 
he is also indirectly confirming the personhood of the Holy Spirit. The 
Holy Spirit is not just a force or divine action. He is a divine Person 
who inspired the author to write. Here he intimates that the inspired 
Psalm suggests the divinity of the future Messiah, David’s human 
descendant. “ David himself calls him ‘Lord’. How then can he be his 
son?" Our Lord is showing how the Old Testament points to him and 
how his own teaching about himself and his mission is the light that 
makes plain its true meaning. When we think of the Old Testament, we 
must remember that it is a large corpus of writings of a great variety of 
genres. The entire collection is inspired by God. Now, what is its 
meaning ? It has one divine author who worked through numerous 
human writers, but what is the divine author endeavouring to teach? 
The Church has a clear answer to this question, and her answer comes 
from her founder. The Old Testament directly and indirectly, explicitly 
and implicitly, remotely and at times proximately, dimly and at times 
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clearly, taught about the Messiah to come and the divine work he would 
do. As was promised to Abraham (Genesis 12), it was the blessing to 
come not only for the chosen people, but for all mankind. That blessing 
was the person of Jesus. Christ is the meaning of the Old Testament, 
and our Gospel today is an example of our Lord’s teaching on this. 

Every Sunday at Mass, the first reading of the Liturgy of the 
Word is usually drawn from the Old Testament. It is always followed 
by another selection from the Old Testament, a psalm. Both are meant 
to point to and illustrate the Gospel passage for that day, and the Church 
selects the Old Testament reading precisely in view of the content of the 
Gospel passage. Let that prompt us to read the Old Testament 
regularly. Why not consider reading part of a chapter a day, but doing 
so with the figure of Christ constantly before us, for he is the meaning 
of the entire Scriptures. 
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Saturday of the Ninth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 25 (24): 16, 18 Turn to me and have mercy 
on me, O Lord, for I am alone and poor. See my lowliness and 
suffering and take away all my sins, my God. 

Collect O God, whose providence never fails in its design, keep from 
us, we humbly beseech you, all that might harm us and grant all that 
works for our good. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Tobit 12:1.5-15.20; (Psalm) Tobit 13; 

Mark 12:38-44 

As he taught, Jesus said, Watch out for the teachers of the law. They 
like to walk around in flowing robes and be greeted in the 
market-places, and have the most important seats in the synagogues 
and the places of honour at banquets. They devour widows ’ houses and 
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for a show make lengthy prayers. Such men will be punished most 
severely. Jesus sat down opposite the place where the offerings were 
put and watched the crowd putting their money into the temple treasury. 
Many rich people threw in large amounts. But a poor widow came and 
put in two very small copper coins, worth only a fraction of a penny. 
Calling his disciples to him, Jesus said, I tell you the truth, this poor 
widow has put more into the treasury than all the others. They all gave 
out of their wealth; but she, out of her poverty, put in everything — all 
she had to live on. (Mark 12:38-44) 

Everyman It is well understood that one of the features of the 
modem mind is its proneness to thinking that there is little meaning in 
life. Many things have led to this, most of all the gradual loss of a firm 
conviction of the fact of a loving God and a particular providence. We 
see it expressed in various modern philosophers such as Nietzsche and 
Sartre. However, it can take less serious forms in the minds even of 
those who are firmly religious. For instance, a person who, in his own 
estimation, never achieves very much may feel that his own life has had 
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little value. A person who does not have many friends, a person who 
has little impact in his work, a person who remains relatively unknown, 
can easily be troubled by a sense of meaninglessness even though his 
religious faith will be a fundamental support and stay. One can easily 
slip into thinking that life will be meaningful in proportion to one’s 
prominence and dominance over other persons and events. I remember 
watching two dogs. Every time the second dog did anything that put 
the first dog into a second position, it would be attacked by that first 
dog. That is to say, the first dog who did the attacking wanted always 
to be the top dog. One can easily think — without caring to admit it — 
that life will have meaning only if one is in some sense “the top dog,” 
which is to say if one has won the admiration of the many. But of 
course, even were one to try, one may never be “the top dog.” 
Alternatively, one may be “the top dog” and yet for the worst reasons 
both in the sight of God and in the sight of others. One’s lot in life may 
be to live simply as the relatively unknown and modest Everyman. 
Nevertheless it is a very legitimate question to ask how the life of the 
unknown Everyman can attain great meaning and value, because that is 
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what by nature he, Everyman, aspires to. Well, let us turn to our Gospel 
passage today and observe what our Lord says of a certain set of 
persons who strove to stand out beyond the common man, and then 
compare what he says of one who was unknown and deemed to be 
insignificant. 

Our Lord is in the Temple and he warns his hearers against the 
example of a well-known set of persons who wished to be above the 
common man. They were not to be imitated. “ Jesus said, Watch out 
for the teachers of the law. They like to walk around in flowing robes 
and be greeted in the market-places, and have the most important seats 
in the synagogues and the places of honour at banquets. They devour 
widows ’ houses and for a show make lengthy prayers. Such men will be 
punished most severely .” So the seeking and attainment of prominence 
and dominance will not make life truly meaningful and of value. In fact 
it could corrupt and take away life’s true meaning. Then our Lord held 
up the example of one who, he said, was in fact doing and achieving 
more than all those who were esteemed by others. It was a poor widow. 
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Let us imagine the whole event. “ Jesus sat down opposite the place 
where the offerings were put and watched the crowd putting their 
money into the temple treasury. Many rich people threw in large 
amounts. But a poor widow came and put in two very small copper 
coins, worth only a fraction of a penny. Calling his disciples to him, 
Jesus said, I tell you the truth, this poor widow has put more into the 
treasury than cdl the others. They cdl gave out of their wealth; but she, 
out of her poverty, put in everything — all she had to live on ” (Mark 
12:38-44). What this means is that the ordinary and hidden life, the life 
that is the necessary lot of countless persons, the life that offers little 
chance of being “the top dog,” is peculiarly open to very great 
meaningfulness. The poor widow gave more to God than all the others 
because she gave to God all she had. That is all that the humble 
Everyman needs to do. He simply needs to give all his love and 
energies to God and his will in his everyday life and work, whatever it 
be and however hidden it seems. We are speaking here of the ordinary 
life and its possible grandeur. Small can be beautiful, as E.F. 
Schumacher said of economics. The same applies to the ordinary life. 
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Let every ordinary person living what may appear to be a very 
ordinary life and having what may seem to be very little significance, 
keep before him the example of the poor and insignificant widow 
pointed out by our Lord. She did more than all the others in terms of 
her contribution to the Temple Treasury. How so? She gave to God 
everything she had, while the others did not. The key to making life 
(including the ordinary life), meaningful is to serve God with all one’s 
heart, whatever be the circumstances the providence of God places us 
in. 
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Tenth Sunday of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 27 (26): 1-2 The Lord is my light and my 
salvation; whom shall I fear? The Lord is the stronghold of my life; 
whom should I dread? When those who do evil draw near, they 
stumble and fall. 

Collect O God, from whom all good things come, grant that we, who 
call on you in our need, may at your prompting discern what is right, 
and by your guidance do it. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, 
for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Hosea 6:3-6; Psalm Ps 50:1, 8, 12-15; 

Romans 4:18-25; Matthew 9:9-13 

As Jesus went on from there, he saw a man named Matthew sitting at 
the tax collector’s booth. Follow me, he told him, and Matthew got up 
and followed him. While Jesus was having dinner at Matthew’s house, 
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many tax collectors ancl sinners came and ate with him and his 
disciples. When the Pharisees saw this, they asked his disciples, Why 
does your teacher eat with tax collectors and ‘sinners'? On hearing 
this, Jesus scad, It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. 
But go and learn what this means: 7 desire mercy, not sacrifice. ’ For I 
have not come to call the righteous, but sinners. (Matthew 9:9-13) 

Rich in Mercy One of the very excellent developments in recent 
Christian thinking is the realization of the centrality of the mercy of 
God. Of course, any true development of doctrine is merely a 
development of our realization of something which all along is present 
explicitly or implicitly in Scripture and the Church’s life and tradition. 
It is a development of our understanding of what has been revealed. 
Pope John Paul II’s second Encyclical early in his long pontificate was 
precisely on the mercy of God, and it is an outstanding Encyclical. It 
shows that God’s boundless mercy is at the core of historical revelation. 
We could say that the most obvious characteristic of the divine that man 
thinks of and that affects and interests him is power. When we think of 
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God we naturally think of divine power, and man learns from historical 
revelation that God is not only powerful, but all-powerful. He can do 
anything. He is almighty. The question is, how is this power shown? 
Man’s experience of power is not very encouraging. If he has power 
himself he tends to abuse it and the power of others over him all too 
often he finds to be harsh and despotic. Man tends to fear power. But 
God has revealed himself to be altogether different. St Thomas 
Aquinas writes that God’s almighty power is revealed in his mercy. 
God shows himself in his deeds to be amazingly kind and merciful in 
the face of needy man and at enormous cost to himself. All through 
history man and society have appealed to the heavenly powers for aid. 
It drives and sustains his religions. The good news is that the only true 
heavenly Power is one, and this one all-holy and all-powerful God is 
rich in mercy. The most singular proof of this is his response to man’s 
greatest need which is redemption from sin. Man sinned and this 
destroyed all his prospects, bringing punishment and death. God’s 
response was one of mercy, coming to sinful man as the Lamb of God 
in order to take away the sin of the world by bearing it on his own 
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shoulders and making up for it all by his own Passion and Death. The 
power of God is revealed in his mercy. As a result it is not to be feared 
but to be loved and trusted. 

All this is shown in our Gospel passage today (Matthew 9:9-13). 
Our Lord is criticized for placing himself in the company of sinners. 
This is thought to be incompatible with the all-holy God’s distance 
from sin. Jesus answers that those who understand God in this way 
have not understood his revelation. Go and learn the meaning of what 
the Scriptures say, he says, that “I want mercy, not sacrifice.” That is to 
say, God is a God rich in mercy. Accordingly, he continues, 1 have not 
come to call the righteous, but sinners. In fact, all are sinners and all 
have fallen away from the friendship of God. God, in the person of 
Jesus, has come to call all sinners back to him. But there is one proviso. 
For them to respond to his call, they must recognize their sinfulness and 
repent. Our Lord, the Good Shepherd predicted by the Scriptures, 
yearns to find and bring back the lost sheep. But he will not allow that 
they refuse to recognize their sin, nor that they choose to remain in their 
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sin. Our Lord, as even the devils cry out, is the Holy One of God and 
he requires that the sinner come back to him in repentance and 
henceforth seek holiness. Nor do I condemn you, he says to the sinful 
woman, but then he adds, go and do not sin any more. A fundamental 
feature of our Lord’s ministry of mercy to sinners is his call to 
repentance. His most serious charge against the scribes and the 
Pharisees was that they refused to repent. If a person refuses to 
recognize his sins and repent of them, then Christ’s work of mercy is 
absolutely impeded. St Paul affirms that “ where sin increased, grace 
abounded all the more ” (Rom 5:20), but to do its work grace must 
uncover sin so as to convert hearts and bestow the gift of holiness. As 
St John writes in his first Letter, “If we confess our sins, he is faithful 
and just, and will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness.” We ought to pray for the gift of being able to see our 
sins with conviction, and the grace to repent of them with trust in the 
mercy of God. This is what Matthew had done, it is what the tax 
collectors and sinners dining with our Lord were on the way to doing, 


and it is what the Pharisees refused to do. 
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Thinking of our Lord calling Matthew to follow him, thinking of 
our Lord dining with the tax collectors and sinners, and thinking of the 
refusal of the Pharisees to accept our Lord’s ministry of mercy, let us 
ask our Lord for a profound appreciation of the fact that God is rich in 
mercy. At the same time, God who is rich in mercy is the Holy One, 
and he requires of us that we recognize our sins and repent of them. Let 
us ask repeatedly for the grace to do this and to express our repentance 
regularly in the Sacrament of Penance and in frequent acts of personal 
contrition. 

Further reading : The Catechism of the Catholic Church , no. 1846-1848 
(Mercy and sin) 
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Monday of the Tenth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 27 (26): 1-2 The Lord is my light and my 
salvation; whom shall I fear? The Lord is the stronghold of my life; 
whom should I dread? When those who do evil draw near, they 
stumble and fall. 

Collect O God, from whom all good things come, grant that we, who 
call on you in our need, may at your prompting discern what is right, 
and by your guidance do it. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, 
for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 2 Corinthians 1:1-7; Psalm 33; Matthew 5:1-12 

Now when he saw the crowds, he went up on a mountainside and sat 
down. His disciples came to him, and he began to teach them, saying: 
Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. Blessed are 
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the meek, for they will inherit the earth. Blessed are those who hunger 
and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. Blessed are the 
merciful, for they will be shown mercy. Blessed are the pure in heart, 
for they will see God. Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be 
called sons of God. Blessed are those who are persecuted because of 
righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are you 
when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil 
against you because of me. Rejoice and be glad, because great is your 
reward in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets 
who were before you. (Matthew 5:1-12) 

Blessedness Years ago I was in a high school teaching religion and a 
girl sitting not far in front of me said that “life is a bitch.” Whatever her 
experience had been to that point, she did not think there was much 
chance of life bringing her many blessings. That, indeed, is the 
question: what will life bring? When a child is bom into the world, all 
are happy at the new life that has come and optimism is normal. What 
will life bring for the child? Let us place ourselves in another scene 
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many years later. We are on a windswept hill and we are entering the 
cemetery. A small gathering of relatives and friends is walking in 
silence. The coffin is just ahead and the body of that same child, now a 
man, is being carried to its grave. We think of the years that have gone 
and of what life has brought to the one we have known. Perhaps it has 
brought many material blessings, some wealth, good health, a 
successful career and family life. Alternatively, we can think of many 
tribulations that have characterised the life of the one before us. From a 
material point of view life has not brought many blessings. And so the 
body is lowered into the grave and all depart. That person’s life is gone 
and gradually he is forgotten. What will life bring, and what has it 
brought? This question raises the fundamental question of what are in 
fact the true blessings of life. I remember years ago there was a 
prominent businessman in Australia. It was estimated that he was the 
richest man in the country and everything he touched seemed to turn to 
gold. Many would have thought that his life was very blessed. But 
then he suddenly died at the early age of 52. That was the end of it, and 
he was cremated. There was nothing left of him but a handful of ashes. 
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I knew another person, an ordinary lady who had had a difficult 
husband all through life. She was always patient, always cheerful, and 
most importantly, always religious. She died at the age of 83, having 
done wonderful good in her family and having become a fine person 
herself. 


Does blessedness consist in having many material things, in 
being rich? Does it consist in being popular and admired? Does it 
consist in being comfortable and at ease? All these things are blessings 
of a sort, but are there more important blessings that dwarf in 
importance these things? Our Lord in our Gospel passage today 
(Matthew 5:1-12) speaks of those who are blessed. The blessed one is 
the one who possesses the kingdom of heaven, who is truly subject to 
the lordship of God. The blessed one is the one who is comforted by 
God himself. The blessed one is he who is filled with righteousness. 
The blessed one is the one who is merciful and to whom God shows 
mercy, who is pure of heart and who therefore will see God, the one 
who spreads peace. The blessed one is he who suffers for the cause of 
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right for his reward will be great. But the issue is, how is all this to be 
done? What is the key to gaining life’s real blessings as our Lord 
describes them? The key is to live in union with Jesus. When our Lord 
sets forth before his disciples his description of a truly blessed life, he is 
setting forth before them his own life. It is he who is the embodiment 
of a truly blessed life. The most blessed life in all of human history has 
been that of Jesus Christ. In him lies the deepest source of human joy, 
happiness and peace, and this does not consist in what the world values. 
It consists in friendship with Jesus and is attained by a daily following 
of him, who, paradoxically, trod his way towards the cross and ended it 
there. The blessed life is the life lived in union with Jesus. There is no 
greater blessing than this. As we gaze on the newborn child and ask 
what will life bring, the greatest blessing we could wish is that the child 
will come to know, love and follow Jesus. On that wind-swept hill with 
its lonely cemetery, as we gaze on the coffin of the same person 
lowered into the grave, we remember that the greatest blessing that life 
could have brought to him is the love and following of Jesus. 
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Let us read and re-read the Beatitudes of St Matthew’s Gospel, 
looking on them as providing us with the description of the truly 
blessed life. The key to their understanding is the person of Jesus. 
They describe the sacred heart of Jesus, which is to say, to use St Paul’s 
expression, his “mind.” Let this mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 
St Paul wrote. That is the blessing to be sought. If we gain this, life has 
brought the greatest blessing of all. 

-- 
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Tuesday of the Tenth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 27 (26): 1-2 The Lord is my light and my 
salvation; whom shall I fear? The Lord is the stronghold of my life; 
whom should I dread? When those who do evil draw near, they 
stumble and fall. 

Collect O God, from whom all good things come, grant that we, who 
call on you in our need, may at your prompting discern what is right, 
and by your guidance do it. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, 
for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 2 Corinthians 1:18-22; Psalm 118; Matthew 5:13-16 

Jesus said to his disciples: You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt 
loses its saltiness, how can it be made salty again ? It is no longer good 
for anything, except to be thrown out and trampled by men. You are the 
light of the world. A city on a hill cannot be hidden. Neither do people 
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light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, 
and it gives light to everyone in the house. In the same way, let your 
light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and praise 
your Father in heaven. (Matthew 5:13-16) 

Light and Salt It is normal for philosophers and religious founders 
to gather disciples. Socrates had his followers, Plato had his students, 
of which one was Aristotle who in turn had his. From them schools of 
thought develop, and from their writings and literary remains their 
influence continues and grows. So too Buddha, Zoroaster and others 
had their disciples and so their religions grew. Well now, let us 
consider Christ’s attitude to his disciples and his conception of their 
place in the world. The world is dependent on them, he taught, because 
the world depends on him. It is not that the world will be merely 
enriched somewhat by the presence of his disciples — properly formed 
by his thought — in the midst of the world. The world actually depends 
on them. Consider what he says of this in today’s Gospel passage. He 
tells his disciples that they are the salt of the earth. Salt seasons food 
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and so his disciples make the world acceptable and a delight to God’s 
taste. On the day of his baptism the voice of the Father came from the 
heavens saying that Jesus is his beloved Son in whom he is well 
pleased. Christ’s disciples then, sharing in the life of Jesus, will also be 
pleasing to the heavenly Father. Here in our passage today our Lord 
tells them that they will make the earth pleasing in God’s sight. In our 
Lord’s day (and for long after) salt was also used to preserve food from 
corruption. They, as salt of the earth, will preserve it from corruption 
because they make Christ the Saviour present. Again, Christ is the light 
of the world as he told his disciples in the Gospel of St John. The one 
who follows him walks in the light. Our Lord tells his disciples in our 
passage today from St Matthew (Matthew 5:13-16) that they 
themselves, being his disciples, are the light of the world. They bring 
his light to mankind and they shine before all, giving testimony to the 
Father. Without their light the world would remain in darkness. All 
this is to say that the world’s relationship with him who is the one and 
only Saviour is profoundly assisted by the presence and the work of his 
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disciples. Every disciple of Christ sustains the world by making Christ 
present in its midst. 

This is the case, no matter how insignificant from the world’s 
point of view one who lives in Jesus may seem. The average Christian 
is what we may call a little person. That is to say, he is ordinary in the 
course he pursues and in the talents he possesses. He does not stand out 
in any particular way. His course is very much like that of Mary and 
Joseph all those years at Nazareth prior to our Lord’s public ministry — 
and it is very much like the course our Lord himself followed during 
those very years. The holy family at Nazareth was not an 
out-of-the-ordinary family except in its hidden holiness. In respect to 
its holy life it was indeed without compare, but in all other respects it 
was an ordinary family living an ordinary life. So too the average 
disciple of Christ follows an ordinary course. And yet to him our Lord 
says that he is the salt of the earth and the light of the world. The world 
depends on the ordinary Christian for his life lived out in union with 
Christ. How tragic, not only for the Christian but for the world, if the 



1431 


Christian fails in his following of Christ and becomes mediocre or falls 
away. Our Lord tells his disciples that if they lose their quality of 
saltiness — which is to say their union with him and their faith in his 
word — then of what use are they to anyone? “7/ 1 the salt loses its 
saltiness, how can it be made salty again ? It is no longer good for 
anything, except to be thrown out and trampled by men.” That, then, is 
the danger for Christ’s disciple. He must take steps to remain in Christ 
by daily prayer, by spiritual reading of his word and of whatever assists 
him to receive his word, by deepening his union with Christ in the 
Sacraments, and by union with the Church his body. Living a life of 
true discipleship is not just a personal matter. It has implications for the 
world around him. The world depends on Christian discipleship, for as 
our Lord says to his disciples, you are the salt of the earth and the light 
of the world. 

The world depends on Christ because he and he alone is the 
Saviour of the world. He is present in the world in his body the Church, 
which is none other than the entire body of Christ’s Faithful. It is they 
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who, in union with the successors of the Apostles and with the 
successor of St Peter, make Christ present in the world by their life in 
him. They are the salt and the light of the world. What a tragedy if 
their saltiness is lost and their light fades through their failing to be 
Christ’s disciples. Let Christ be our true life, then, for he has come that 
we all may have life in abundance. 

-- 
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Wednesday of the Tenth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 27 (26): 1-2 The Lord is my light and my 
salvation; whom shall I fear? The Lord is the stronghold of my life; 
whom should I dread? When those who do evil draw near, they 
stumble and fall. 

Collect O God, from whom all good things come, grant that we, who 
call on you in our need, may at your prompting discern what is right, 
and by your guidance do it. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, 
for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 2 Corinthians 3:4-11; Psalm 98; Matthew 5:17-19 

Jesus said to his disciples: Do not think that I have come to abolish the 
Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfil them. 
1 tell you the truth, until heaven and earth disappear, not the smallest 
letter, not the least stroke of a pen, will by any means disappear from 
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the Law until everything is accomplished. Anyone who breaks one of 
the least of these commandments and teaches others to do the same will 
be called least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever practises and 
teaches these commands will be called great in the kingdom of heaven. 
(Matthew 5:17-19) 

The Scriptures As St Paul writes in one of his Letters, “ Let this mind 
be in you that was in Christ Jesus." In another Letter he writes, "Be 
imitators of me, as 1 am of Christ .” Christ is the one we should be 
studying and coming to know. Knowing him we ought be 
endeavouring to imitate him, above all in his mind and heart. “ Come to 
me all you who labour and are overburdened ,” he says in one of the 
Gospels, "and I will give you rest. Learn from me for I am meek and 
humble of heart." So Christ expects his disciples to come to him and 
learn from him. All through our lives we ought be contemplating the 
person of Jesus and making him our model. By the power of God’s 
grace and our effort to be like him, our hearts and minds will be 


transformed into the likeness of Jesus. Well now, let us consider our 
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Gospel passage today especially for what it reveals about Jesus. He 
says to his disciples, “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law 
or the Prophets; / have not come to abolish them but to fulfil them. I 
tell you the truth, until heaven and earth disappear, not the smallest 
letter, not the least stroke of a pen, will by any means disappear from 
the Law until everything is accomplished’'’ (Matthew 5:17-19). These 
words tell us of our Lord’s profound love and veneration for the Law 
and the Prophets. Throughout his public ministry he was constantly 
referring to the teaching of the Scriptures — which is to say, the Law, 
the Prophets, the Psalms and the other inspired writings. When 
challenged by his enemies for not adhering to the practices of their 
fathers, he quoted Scripture (and the dictates of common sense) to recall 
them to the true meaning of the Scriptures. He repeatedly drew forth 
new meanings from the Scriptures to prove his points. On one occasion 
when presented with a puzzle designed to show that the dead do not rise 
again, our Lord quoted the words of Yahweh God to Moses, “/ am the 
God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.” This proves that the dead rise 
again, our Lord said, because God is the God of the living, and so 
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Abraham, Isaac and Jacob were and are alive. There is, then, a 
resurrection. 

Let us even go back before our Lord’s public ministry, to those 
many years growing up in the hidden setting of his holy family and the 
community of Nazareth. But even before this, we see in the Angel’s 
salutation to the virgin Mary and his description of the Messiah who 
was to be her son, that Mary herself was steeped in the Scriptures. The 
Angel was able to presume her knowledge of the Scriptures. It was 
especially evident in her prayer of praise to the Lord (the Magnificat) 
after being greeted with such honour by her kinswoman Elizabeth, that 
Mary’s heart was filled with the story of God’s relationship with his 
chosen people. Mary was immersed in the Law, the Prophets and the 
Writings. Undoubtedly Joseph her husband was too. As Jesus was 
growing up, this love and veneration for the Law and the Prophets and 
the Psalms would have profoundly pervaded their humble home. We 
read that during his public ministry he revisited Nazareth his own town, 
and entered the synagogue on the Sabbath day “as he usually didr That 



1437 


remark shows that during those years at Nazareth the holy family would 
go to the synagogue on each Sabbath and listen to the Scriptures, to the 
Law and the Prophets and to the commentaries on them. That our Lord 
even as a child had an absolutely extraordinary understanding of the 
Scriptures is shown during the event of his being lost during their visit 
to Jerusalem for the Feast. He was found in the Temple discussing 
matters with the doctors of the Law, asking questions and giving 
answers - doubtless about the Scriptures. St Luke remarked that the 
doctors were amazed at the intelligence he displayed. It would have 
been shown in his knowledge of the meaning of the Scriptures. During 
these years we can only imagine the conversations that must have gone 
on within the holy family, and the hidden insights into the Scriptures 
shared among them. Then, when suddenly he appeared publicly before 
Israel, what was evident was his unparalleled and manifestly 
authoritative mastery and interpretation of the Scriptures. He spoke 
with authority, and not like the scribes. 
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Christ loved the Scriptures and is himself their fulfilment. He 
deeply venerated them. They required a holy life according to the law 
of Moses and the Prophets. Christ is the light that interprets their 
meaning and they point to him as the one to come and as their 
fulfilment. Christ is our all, and therefore the New Testament, and 
especially the Gospels, is the soul of the Scriptures. But let us imitate 
Christ also in his love for the Old Testament , which is to say for the 
Law, the Psalms, the Prophets and the other Writings. 







1439 


Thursday of the Tenth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 27 (26): 1-2 The Lord is my light and my 
salvation; whom shall I fear? The Lord is the stronghold of my life; 
whom should I dread? When those who do evil draw near, they 
stumble and fall. 

Collect O God, from whom all good things come, grant that we, who 
call on you in our need, may at your prompting discern what is right, 
and by your guidance do it. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, 
for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 2 Corinthians 3:15 - 4:1.3-6; Ps 84; Matthew 5:20-26 


Jesus said to his disciples: I tell you that unless your righteousness 
surpasses that of the Pharisees and the teachers of the law, you will 


certainly not enter the kingdom of heaven. You have heard that it was 



1440 


said to the people long ago, ‘Do not murder, and anyone who murders 
will be subject to judgment. ’ But I tell you that anyone who is angry 
with his brother will be subject to judgment. Again, anyone who says to 
his brother, ‘Raca, ’ is answerable to the Sanhedrin, But anyone who 
says, ‘You fool! ’ will be in danger of the fire of hell. Therefore, if you 
are offering your gift at the altar and there remember that your brother 
has something against you, leave your gift there in front of the altar. 
First go and be reconciled to your brother; then come and offer your 
gift. Settle matters quickly with your adversary who is taking you to 
court. Do it while you are still with him on the way, or he may hand 
you over to the judge, and the judge may hand you over to the officer, 
and you may be thrown into prison. I tell you the truth, you will not get 
out until you have paid the last penny. (Matthew 5:20-26) 

Externals I suppose we could say that in the study of primal 

religions the two sources of most fruitful study are myths and rituals. 
One of the features of ritual in primal societies is the importance of 
performing the rituals correctly. While the religion of those societies 
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pervades the culture, it is deemed to be very important that ritual be 
conducted according to a long and firm custom. The higher powers are 
understood to have stipulated how the ritual is to be performed and so a 
careful external obsen’ance is important if they are to be placated and 
kept “on side”, as we might say. At least that is one factor. There is a 
tendency for man’s practice of religion to be primarily a matter of 
external observance, and even simply a matter of external ritual. We 
see this pattern in Greek and Roman religion and the religions of very 
many societies since. Considering this phenomenon positively, the fact 
that this emphasis has been so widespread and enduring shows the 
importance of external observance and ritual. It is a pointer to the due 
place it was given in revealed religion as we see in, say, the book of 
Leviticus and sections of the book of Exodus. External religious 
observance has great importance in genuine religion and in revealed 
religion, as does carefully stipulated ritual practice. But the danger is 
that, granted the fallen condition of the heart of man, this external 
observance will be regarded as the essence of religion and that the 
external observances will be performed for irreligious motives. It 
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seems to have been the ingrained flaw in the religion of very many of 
the scribes and Pharisees. The external practices of religion are meant 
to support, express and guard the internal religion of man’s mind and 
heart. Man’s internal religion needs the external observance just as the 
external observance needs the internal religion of the heart to inform 
and guard it. The problem facing man in his religion is how to maintain 
and deepen a religious heart and not just an external practice. 

It is precisely this which our Lord addresses in our Gospel 
passage today. His disciples had to understand that “unless your 
righteousness surpasses that of the Pharisees and the teachers of the 
law, you will certainly not enter the kingdom of heaven.” Then he lays 
down his directions. ‘Tom have heard that it was said to the people 
long ago, ‘Do not murder, and anyone who murders will be subject to 
judgment. ’ But I tell you that anyone who is angry with his brother will 
be subject to judgment .” The commandment of God stipulated that one 
must not unjustly take away another’s life. But our Lord goes further. 
He says with manifest authority, that “I tell you” that being unjustly 
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angry will bring God’s judgment. That is to say, to desire that unjust 
harm be done to another is to violate the commandment. Our Lord is 
insisting on a religion not merely of external observance but of the 
heart. We are to resist anything in our hearts that is in any way like 
murder. Our Lord not only speaks of thoughts, but also of words. 
“Again, anyone who says to his brother, ‘Raca, ’ is answerable to the 
Sanhedrin. But anyone who says, ‘You fool! ’ will be in danger of the 
fire of heir (Matthew 5:20-26). Or again, it is not enough to observe 
religious rituals faithfully while maintaining our conflict with our 
brother. “Therefore, ” our Lord says, “if you are offering your gift at the 
altar and there remember that your brother has something against you, 
leave your gift there in front of the altar. First go and be reconciled to 
your brother; then come and offer your gift.” So true religion is a matter 
not only of external observance and deeds, but also of thoughts and 
words. God sees all. He sees not only what others can see but sees our 
secret thoughts and the words that only one other may hear. His will 
reaches every aspect of our free choice. Everything we freely choose to 
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think, say or do is subject to the will of God and to his scrutiny. God 
wants us to love him with all our mind, heart, soul and strength. 

Let every baptized Christian remember that by baptism he has 
become a temple of God. The Father, Son and Holy Spirit abide within. 
The Trinity dwells within the soul of the baptized person who is in the 
state of grace. God is ever so near, and he is continually watching. He 
asks that we serve him and live in him in every aspect of our life and 
being. Our religion is above all to be a religion of the heart, expressing 
itself in thought, word and deed. It is then that everything external to 
our practice of religion will be pleasing to God. Let us then give our all 
to him. 







1445 


Friday of the Tenth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 27 (26): 1-2 The Lord is my light and my 
salvation; whom shall I fear? The Lord is the stronghold of my life; 
whom should I dread? When those who do evil draw near, they 
stumble and fall. 

Collect O God, from whom all good things come, grant that we, who 
call on you in our need, may at your prompting discern what is right, 
and by your guidance do it. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, 
for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 2 Corinthians 4:7-15; Psalm 115; Matthew 5:27-32 

Jesus said to his disciples: You have heard that it was said, ‘Do not 
commit adultery. ’ But I tell you that anyone who looks at a woman 
lustfully has already committed adultery with her in his heart. If your 
right eye causes you to sin, gouge it out and throw it away. It is better 
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for you to lose one part of your body than for your whole body to be 
thrown into hell. And if your right hand causes you to sin, cut it off and 
throw it away. It is better for you to lose one part of your body than for 
your whole body to go into hell. It has been said, ‘Anyone who divorces 
his wife must give her a certificate of divorce. ’ But I tell you that 
anyone who divorces his wife, unless the marriage is unlawful, causes 
her to commit adultery, and anyone who marries the divorced woman 
commits adultery. (Matthew 5:27-32) 

Marriage It does not take much reflection to realize that the whole 
of society depends on the institution of marriage. Whatever be the 
society, it is profoundly shaped by the way it institutionalizes marriage. 
If a society allows bigamy or easy divorce, then the society will be 
affected accordingly. So important is marriage for a society that almost 
universally, be it in developed or indigenous cultures, marriage is 
surrounded by serious custom and law and protected by associated 
sanctions. It is, then, a matter of high importance just how marriage is 
understood, and it is very possible for the foundations of a society to be 
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gradually undermined if dubious conceptions of marriage gain ground. 
Alternatively, a society will be strengthened if noble and worthy 
notions of marriage take root and are reflected in a society’s laws and 
institutions. Has there ever been a higher or more noble conception of 
marriage than that which the Christian religion — as formulated in the 
teaching of the Catholic Church — has insisted on? That is to say, the 
greatest teacher of marriage has been Jesus Christ who, re-emphasising 
and renewing the divine revelation about marriage, took it to further 
heights. In our Gospel today our Lord refers to the commandment of 
God that man not commit adultery. This is not merely one of the Ten 
Commandments of God, but is also a clear command of the natural law 
inscribed in the mind and heart of man. Of course, the history of 
humanity shows that if there has ever been a divine and natural law 
flouted it has been this, so much so that our Lord told his opponents on 
one occasion that Moses allowed divorce precisely because the original 
plan of God was inveterately ignored and refused. This Mosaic 
permission was a strategy to contain, by legislation, the 
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hard-heartedness of the people. It did not supersede God’s law against 
divorce as shown by our Lord to be in the first pages of the Bible. 

Our Lord takes his hearers into a deeper understanding of this 
divine teaching on marriage. Adultery does not just mean being faithful 
to one’s wife. It means being faithful to one wife, and having no other 
until death. As our Lord pointed out to the Samaritan woman, she had 
had five husbands and the husband she was now with was not her 
husband at all. That is to say, marriage is indissoluble — it cannot be 
dissolved unless the marriage was unlawful in the first place. The 
attempt to dissolve a valid marriage and legalize divorce so as to 
legitimize remarriage is against the law of God. “It has been said, ” our 
Lord states, that Anyone who divorces his wife must give her a 
certificate of divorce. ’ But I tell you that anyone who divorces his wife, 
unless the marriage is unlawful, causes her to commit adultery, and 
anyone who marries the divorced woman commits adultery ” (Matthew 
5:27-32). That is not to say that a civil divorce may not be in order as a 
means of resolving various difficulties, but a civil divorce does not and 
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cannot dissolve the marriage if the marriage was lawful in the sight of 
God in the first place. The words of Christ uphold the unity and 
indissolubility of marriage and point the way not only to a married life 
lived in accordance with God’s will, but to a society built on sound and 
firm foundations. But Christ goes further than merely correcting certain 
notions of divorce. One can commit adultery in the heart. “You have 
heard that it was said, ‘Do not commit adultery. ’ But I tell you that 
anyone who looks at a woman lustfully has already committed adultery 
with her in his heart. If your right eye causes you to sin, gouge it out 
and throw it away." God requires fidelity in marriage and absolute 
chastity outside of marriage even in one’s mind and heart. Not only 
must one guard one’s actions but one must strictly guard one’s heart. 
How tragic it is, then, that the freedom allowed in Western societies 
becomes a license to tempt and undermine chastity both in and outside 
marriage. When the sanctity of marriage and chastity outside marriage 
is undermined, society begins to crumble. 
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Chastity outside marriage and chaste fidelity within marriage are 
fundamental to the life of man. They are an absolute requirement by 
God, and the deliberate and knowing violation of chastity even in one’s 
heart is a serious sin. Christ calls it adultery in the heart and it is so 
serious that, unless it is repented of, it leads to damnation. It is better, 
he says, to lose your eye if it leads you to sin, than to be thrown into 
hell with both eyes. Let us understand that virtue is not just something 
that others see. Rather it is something that God sees right to the depths 
of our heart. 
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Saturday of the Tenth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 27 (26): 1-2 The Lord is my light and my 
salvation; whom shall I fear? The Lord is the stronghold of my life; 
whom should I dread? When those who do evil draw near, they 
stumble and fall. 

Collect O God, from whom all good things come, grant that we, who 
call on you in our need, may at your prompting discern what is right, 
and by your guidance do it. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, 
for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 2 Corinthians 5:14-21; Psalm 102; Matthew 5:33-37 

Jesus said to his disciples: Again, you have heard that it was said to the 
people long ago, ‘Do not break your oath, but keep the oaths you have 
made to the Lord. ’ But I tell you, Do not swear at all: either by heaven, 
for it is God’s throne; or by the earth, for it is his footstool; or by 
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Jerusalem, for it is the city of the Great King. And do not swear by 
your head, for you cannot make even one hear white or black. Simply 
let your ‘Yes ’ be ‘Yes and your ‘No ‘No anything beyond this 
comes from the evil one. (Matthew 5:33-37) 

Truthfulness It is a very good thing that in modern democracies it is 
usual that lying and falsehoods on the part of public officials are not 
tolerated by the public. If an elected representative or a member of an 
elected government is found to have lied or perpetrated an untruth, very 
often he will be forced to resign. It is one sign that speaking and acting 
truthfully is perceived to be a precept of natural law, independently of 
any statute of civil or divinely-revealed law. It is binding on man and 
all understand this to be so. There is the further intriguing question of 
why it binds — which is to say, why man is subject to what he and all 
perceive to be of moral obligation. The philosophical question of what 
the foundations of moral obligation are is not our subject here, but I 
mention the matter only to introduce what our Lord speaks of in today’s 
Gospel. Our Lord refers to the practice of testifying by oath to one’s 



1453 


resolve to do something, or guaranteeing by oath to the truth of 
something. The oath brings God into the situation as a witness, 
asserting that one is stating something as true, with God also 
guaranteeing the truth of the statement. The oath in this sense has a 
long history and is routinely used in courts of law even though the 
practice in that setting does not formally assume the existence of God. 
It is a heritage of society that imposes sanctions on an untruth when 
supported by an oath. So our Lord gives his divine response to this way 
of guaranteeing the truth of something. He says, be truthful always and 
do not support it by calling on God or anything else as a witness. Do 
not swear at all, he says. “7 tell you, Do not swear at all: either by 
heaven, for it is God’s throne; or by the earth, for it is his footstool; or 
by Jerusalem, for it is the city of the Great King. And do not swear by 
your head, for you cannot make even one hair white or black. Simply 
let your ‘Yes ’ be ‘Yes and your ‘No ’, ‘No ’; anything beyond this 
comes from the evil one. (Matthew 5:33-37) 
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This is to say that the one who walks in the footsteps of Christ 
speaks and acts as if Christ is continually present and is the unseen 
witness of all he does. He speaks and acts so as to be always pleasing 
to God. The presence of God is a fundamental fact in his life and he 
lives in the light of this fact. Thus he never lies and he perpetrates no 
falsehood — this is how the one who has the mind of Christ lives. So 
we need to cultivate in life an abiding sense of the presence of God, and 
for the baptized Christian this is a constant source of consolation. By 
his baptism he is placed in God and in Christ because, at his baptism, 
the Holy Spirit comes and makes of him God’s adopted child. His heart 
and his soul become a temple of the living God in which, so long as he 
is in the state of grace, the Holy Trinity abide. And so it is that God is 
intimately present to him, not only because he is a creature of God 
constantly sustained by his act of creation, but also by a marvelous and 
special Indwelling of the Holy Trinity. By the power of the Holy Spirit, 
the triune God abides within him just as the Father is in Jesus and Jesus 
is in the Father. As our Lord says in the Gospel of St John, “If anyone 
loves me he will keep my word and my Father will love him and we 
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shall come to him and make our home with him.” God the Father, God 
the Son and God the Holy Spirit dwell within the soul of the baptized 
person in the state of grace, because the baptized person is, as St Paul 
says, in Jesus. For all these reasons we live constantly in the presence 
of God and our daily task ought be to realize this and live accordingly. 
Living according to this will mean, among other things, being 
distinguished in all our words and deeds by a manifest truthfulness. 
The unseen Lord whom we love and who died for us walks ever by our 
side and he is all holy. Sin profoundly displeases him and so we strive 
to avoid all that is wrong and sinful. For this reason, over and above 
the natural law, the Christian must strive always to be truthful in every 
way. 


Let us resolve to be truthful in everything, and truthful in a 
Christ-like way. Our motive for doing so is not just in order to maintain 
personal integrity and to respect the rights of others. Our motive is 
above all to please God our Creator and Redeemer who sees all and 
who loves us beyond all our imagining. He is always present. So let us 
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live in such a way that at our judgment he will say as he said of Jesus 
his only begotten Son, this is my beloved son in whom 1 am well pleased 
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Eleventh Sunday of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 27 (26):7, 9 O Lord, hear my voice, for I 
have called to you; be my help. Do not abandon or forsake me, O God, 
my Saviour! 

Collect O God, strength of those who hope in you, graciously hear our 
pleas, and, since without you mortal frailty can do nothing, grant us 
always the help of your grace, that in following your commands we 
may please you by our resolve and our deeds. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Exodus 19:2-6a; Psalm Ps 100:1-3, 5; 

Romans 5:6-11; Matthew 9:36-10:8 

When Jesus saw the crowds, he had compassion on them, because they 
were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. Then he 
said to his disciples, The harvest is plentiful but the workers are few. 
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Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his 
harvest field. He called his twelve disciples to him and gave them 
authority to drive out evil spirits and to heal every disease and sickness. 
These are the names of the twelve apostles: first, Simon (who is called 
Peter) and his brother Andrew; James son ofZebedee, and his brother 
John; Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew the tax collector; 
James son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus; Simon the Zealot and Judas 
Iscariot, who betrayed him. These twelve Jesus sent out with the 
following instructions: Do not go among the Gentiles or enter any town 
of the Samaritans. Go rather to the lost sheep of Israel. As you go, 
preach this message: ‘The kingdom of heaven is near. ’ Heal the sick, 
raise the dead, cleanse those who have leprosy, drive out demons. 
Freely you have received, freely give. (Matthew 9:36-10:8) 

The Ministerial Priesthood In the scene of our Gospel passage 
today there are prefigured some tremendous realities of the future. 
“When he saw the crowds, he had compassion on them, because they 
were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd In gazing 
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on the crowds, Christ the Good Shepherd has in his mind’s eye the 
needs of mankind. The crowds, we might say, stand for the world of 
the ages. Many people when facing “the crowds”, which is to say 
mankind in its difficulty and suffering, feel little of the compassion of 
Christ. But Christ is filled with compassion. Moreover, while the 
crowd before Jesus was harassed with the burden of illnesses and 
disease, our Lord saw beyond that to their deeper harassment by sin. 
He had come to bring the true liberation from the fundamental flaw that 
age upon age wreaks its incalculable effect on the happiness of man. 
He had come to take away the sin of the world and to reunite mankind 
to God. So there is Christ and the crowds, which is to say there is 
Christ and his mission to the world. However, there is also that other 
essential element in the mission of Christ, the Twelve and all those who 
with the Twelve would share in Christ’s mission. We read that he 
called his twelve disciples to him and gave them a share in his 
authority. We are told in another Gospel that he gave them the name of 
“Apostles” ( apostoloi ), his envoys. He appointed the twelve Apostles, 
and so important is it that the Gospels give us their very names. They 
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were the foundation and the beginning of the Church, and specifically 
of the Church’s ministerial priesthood. On the evening of the very day 
of his rising from the dead Christ would consecrate his Apostles in the 
Holy Spirit, and with that he enabled them to share in a special sense in 
his high priesthood. Receive the Holy Spirit , he said. In our passage 
today our Lord says to them. Go! Go to the lost sheep of Israel. On 
rising from the dead he said to them, As the Father has sent me, so am I 
sending you! In our Gospel today (Matthew 9:36-10:8) he sends them 
out to drive out the evil spirits and to deliver from sicknesses. On 
Easter Sunday he gives them the Holy Spirit to take away sins. Whose 
sins you forgive, they are forgiven them. 

Christ’s designation of the Twelve in our passage today 
prefigures his establishment of the ministerial priesthood. He instituted 
it with his gift of the Holy Spirit to his Apostles, and the Holy Spirit 
quickly developed it in the way intended by Christ from the beginning. 
Christ, as the Letter to the Hebrews makes clear, is mankind’s one and 
only High Priest. He exercised his high priesthood on the Cross at 
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Calvary, offering himself as the victim for all mankind, making up for 
the sin of the world. That one sacrifice saved the world. As High 
Priest, he continues at the right hand of his heavenly Father, always 
interceding for us, and in this way his one sacrifice continues in its 
redeeming effect for all of us. The wonderful thing is that this same 
high priesthood is made present constantly in the Church. Christ the 
one High Priest of mankind is present, in his Church, exercising his 
priesthood. He does this in two essentially distinct ways, namely in and 
through the life and work of the lay faithful, and in and through the 
ordained ministerial priesthood. The ministerial priesthood — with, for 
instance, its power to forgive sins — was conferred on the Twelve on 
the evening of the day of Christ’s resurrection and, we may presume, at 
the further gift to them of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost. At Pentecost 
too, with the gift of the Spirit to the infant Church, there was conferred 
on all the disciples a common priesthood. The entire Church became a 
kingdom of priests, to use St Peter’s expression. The Twelve were 
made ministerial priests of Jesus Christ, with the fullest share in the 
ministerial priesthood intended by God for his Church. They were the 
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Church’s first “bishops,” to use a later term, with the power to hand on 
this priesthood to others. And this they did, consecrating others to be 
what we now call bishops, and others again to be what we now call 
ordained priests, with their lesser share in the ministerial priesthood. 
The one priesthood of Christ is made present in the ministerial 
priesthood of bishops and priests. It is in this sense that St Thomas 
Aquinas writes that Christ is the only true priest, the others being his 
ministers. By their special consecration and gift of the Spirit, they are 
empowered to act as priests in his name. Christ the High Priest is in 
them as the Church’s head, and they in him. 

The ordained Catholic priest bears within him the person of 
Christ who acts in him as High Priest. This occurs most especially in 
his celebration of the Holy Eucharist; in his forgiveness of sins in the 
sacrament of Penance; in his anointing of the sick bringing to them the 
strengthening of Christ; in his preaching of the word of God, and indeed 
in his whole life. He himself must therefore do all he can to avoid sin, 
live in the grace of God and strive for holiness of life. He is a priest and 
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makes present the one priesthood of mankind’s only High Priest. His is 
a tremendous calling, and it would be a ghastly thing if he, united in his 
very being to Christ the Priest, were to live a life of deliberate serious 
sin. 

Further reading : Catechism of the Catholic Church , no. 1554-1571 
(Degrees of Orders in the church) 

-- 





1464 


Monday of the Eleventh Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 27 (26):7, 9 O Lord, hear my voice, for I 
have called to you; be my help. Do not abandon or forsake me, O God, 
my Saviour! 

Collect O God, strength of those who hope in you, graciously hear our 
pleas, and, since without you mortal frailty can do nothing, grant us 
always the help of your grace, that in following your commands we 
may please you by our resolve and our deeds. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 2 Corinthians 6:1-10; Psalm 97; Matthew 5:38-42 

Jesus said to his disciples: You have heard that it was said, 'Eye for 
eye, and tooth for tooth. ’ But I tell you, Do not resist an evil person. If 
someone strikes you on the right cheek, turn to him the other also. And 
if someone wants to sue you and take your tunic, let him have your 
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cloak as well. If someone forces you to go one mile, go with him two 
miles. Give to the one who asks you, and do not turn away from the one 
who wants to borrow from you. (Matthew 5:38-42) 

True Religion One of the accusations that have long been levelled 
against religious people is that their religion does not seem to make 
much difference to the course of their everyday relationships with 
others. That is, their religion is not particularly moral. They are accused 
of going to church on Sundays, and then, that very day, of acting 
towards others in ways that are reprehensible. It is a charge that is all 
too often unfair, yet often enough there is some truth in it. But of 
course, this has been the problem for mankind all along. Man tends to 
forget that religion ought inform the whole of life. In its teaching, 
revealed religion is characterized by a strong insistence on the 
inseparable link between love of God and love of man. Long ago the 
prophets inveighed against a religion of mere ritual sacrifices that at the 
same time neglected the poor and the oppressed. The prophets said that 


God cared little for the blood of animals while his children suffered at 
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the hands of those who offered the sacrifices. Now, far more has this 
been the case with many natural religions. It has often been pointed out 
that in indigenous societies that have not yet been undermined by an 
invading or colonial culture, the religion pervades life. It is not sharply 
separated from the observance of ritual. But even here, I doubt that it 
inspires a notable concern for others in the society. Be all this as it 
may, it is evident to all, even to those who do not profess any religion at 
all, that the link between the love and worship of God and a moral 
concern for others is profound, and any practice of a religion in which 
there is little of this is a mockery. But now, our Lord takes it to new 
heights. The Mosaic legislation restricted spiralling revenge by 
stipulating “an eye for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth,” and forbidding 
anything beyond this. Our Lord tells his disciples that this is not to be 
the rule of their life. Rather, “/ tell you, Do not resist an evil person. If 
someone strikes you on the right cheek, turn to him the other also... 
Give to the one who asks of you’'’ (Matthew 5, 38-42). What does our 


Lord mean by this? 
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To begin with, this teaching of today’s Gospel comes from the 
great Sermon on the Mount, which itself begins with the Beatitudes. 
The Beatitudes are best interpreted as a window into the life and heart 
of Christ and ought be understood in the light of his own practice. So 
too with the teaching of today’s Gospel. We ought interpret what our 
Lord says here in the light of how he lived. “ Come to me ,” he says 
elsewhere, “ and learn of me, for I am meek and humble of heart, and 
you will find rest for your souls.” That is to say, we are to do what our 
Lord says here, in the way he did it. One’s life is not to be 
characterized by revenge. Christ did not take revenge on others for 
wrongs they did to him — and this cannot be said of certain other 
founders of religions. He had all the power he needed, and far more 
besides, to defend himself from all wrongs and to take revenge for what 
they did to him. But he did not use his power for that purpose. He 
could heal sicknesses, raise the dead, cast out demons, calm the storms. 
As we see in the incident in the garden of Olives at the beginning of his 
Passion, he could physically throw back enemies while scarcely 
speaking, and all of this by a single word. He was, in other words, 
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all-powerful. But he never used his power to avenge himself on others. 
We remember how, when passing through Samaria on his way to 
Jerusalem, the Samaritans of a village would not receive him. James 
and John wanted to call down fire from heaven to punish them. Christ 
rebuked them and turned to take another way. On the cross, with his 
enemies reviling him as he suffered for the sins of mankind, he prayed 
to his Father that they be forgiven for they knew not what they were 
doing. So, an eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth was not Christ’s 
way and it is not to be the way of his followers. Rather, they are to be 
Christ-like even towards enemies. “Give to the one who asks you, and 
do not turn away from the one who wants to borrow from you’'’ 
(Matthew 5:38-42). 

The words of our Lord should be interpreted in the light of his 
own example and practice. What he did and how he thought is the key 
to his own teaching, and we should apply that key as we read his words 
and ponder on how to live them. For instance, Our Lord says “ Do not 
resist an evil person ,” but of course he himself did resist evil persons 
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but in his all-holy way. We are to resist an evil person in the way 
Christ did and would. Let us resolve to bring to our daily life and our 
relationships with all others our personal love for Jesus and our desire 
to imitate him always. 
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Tuesday of the Eleventh Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 27 (26):7, 9 O Lord, hear my voice, for I 
have called to you; be my help. Do not abandon or forsake me, O God, 
my Saviour! 

Collect O God, strength of those who hope in you, graciously hear our 
pleas, and, since without you mortal frailty can do nothing, grant us 
always the help of your grace, that in following your commands we 
may please you by our resolve and our deeds. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 2 Corinthians 8:1-9; Psalm 145; Matthew 5:43-48 

Jesus said to his disciples: You have heard that it was said, ‘Love your 
neighbour and hate your enemy. ’ But I tell you: Love your enemies and 
pray for those who persecute you, that you may be sons of your Father 
in heaven. He causes his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends 
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rain on the righteous and the unrighteous. If you love those who love 
you, what reward will you get? Are not even the tax collectors doing 
that? And if you greet only your brothers, what are you doing more 
than others? Do not even pagans do that? Be perfect, therefore, as your 
heavenly Father is perfect. (Matthew 5:43-48) 

What God Does It is, of course, impossible to avoid the issue of 
morality. It is a fundamental dimension of every human action. By a 
“human action” I do not simply mean an action that man happens to 
perform (because many things he does he does without personal intent) 
but any action of his that he truly intends. His “action” embraces those 
thoughts, words and deeds that are the object of his intent. He knows 
that whatever he chooses to do should be morally right. He must not do 
what is evil. This is a fundamental given which he knows to be the case 
— which is to say that it is plainly evident to him. His “conscience” 
(which is to say, his mind in its awareness of moral obligation) tells him 
this. This is not the place for a discussion of the foundations of moral 
obligation, but we can ask a further question as a lead-in to our Gospel 



1472 


passage today. What is it to be moral, and what is it to do something 
that is moral? Many might quickly say that it is to act according to right 
reason, and this is obviously correct, but as a bland statement it lends 
itself to a lot of ambiguity. A person might think it is the most 
reasonable thing in the world to put an end to the life of an unborn 
grossly retarded child. A young doctor may think it is very reasonable 
not to be taking undue efforts, time and money caring for a very elderly 
person who will, presumably, die soon anyway. The concept of right 
reason needs a lot of careful discussion. I think it is greatly aided if the 
fact of God is firstly admitted, and the issue is then pursued in the light 
of what is to be said of God. What does God himself do? Be all this as 
it may in terms of philosophical discussion, let us notice the terms of 
reference in the morality that our Lord sets forth for his disciples. It has 
been told to you, he said, that you are to love your neighbour (say, your 
clan, fellow citizen or countryman from whom you receive benefits and 
protection) and to “hate” and take action against him who threatens you 
with harm. This is to act reasonably, you have been told. Our Lord 
then takes his disciples higher and asks of them a nobler morality. We 
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shall see that this is eminently reasonable if what God himself does (as 
in Christ) is kept in mind. 

Indeed, our Lord tells us to keep our eyes on, not what seems 
reasonable and beneficial to ourselves , nor simply on what seems 
reasonable to most others , but on what God does. And what does God 
do? “ You have heard that it was said, ‘Love your neighbour and hate 
your enemy. ’ But I tell you: Love your enemies and pray for those who 
persecute you, that you may be sons of your Father in heaven. He 
causes his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the 
righteous and the unrighteous ” (Matthew 5:43-48). God, as Creator 
and Sustainer, acts as Father to the wicked, causing the sun to rise on 
the evil and the rain to fall on them too. That is to say, normally in the 
course of things he does not hate and attack the wicked. In 
philosophical thought it is often regarded as a problem that, if there is a 
God, he seems to deal gently with those who are evil and to allow them 
to prosper in their evildoing. There are indeed problems for our minds 
in observing this fact, but our Lord throws partial light on this by telling 
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us that this happens because God is a God of love. He does not hate his 
enemies — and those who act immorally act not as God’s friends but as 
his enemies. He does not hate them, rather he loves them and yearns 
for their entire repentance from evil. They are bringing destruction on 
their own heads by their evildoing. Let us leave to one side the plethora 
of issues that this consideration raises, and simply take to heart the 
point of our Lord’s call to a much higher and nobler morality. He tells 
us that such is the way God acts, and so — we might add — we have 
before us a much grander criterion of what is reasonable. It is 
eminently “reasonable” to act as “sons” of our “Father in heaven” by 
loving our enemies and praying for those who persecute us. This, 
indeed, is precisely the way our Lord acted and thought, and to see him 
is to see the Father. Christ’s disciples are called to this higher morality. 
Anything less is to act — to use our Lord’s words — as the pagans act, 
who do not know God. Rather, we are to strive to do what we know 


God does. 
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Let us keep before us our Lord’s clear and exalted directive. We 
are to strive to be perfect as our heavenly Father is perfect. That is the 
term of reference for our moral life and in all our relations with others. 
That is what it means to act according to right reason for the follower of 
Christ and it is the path for the full development of our humanity. 
Christ is the way for man and in him is seen what it is to be truly 
human. Morality reaches its summit in him. He is the criterion of right 
reason. 
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Wednesday of the Eleventh Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 27 (26):7, 9 O Lord, hear my voice, for I 
have called to you; be my help. Do not abandon or forsake me, O God, 
my Saviour! 

Collect O God, strength of those who hope in you, graciously hear our 
pleas, and, since without you mortal frailty can do nothing, grant us 
always the help of your grace, that in following your commands we 
may please you by our resolve and our deeds. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 2 Corinthians 9:6-11; Ps 111; Matthew 6:1-6, 16-18 

Jesus said to his disciples: Be careful not to do your ‘acts of 
righteousness ’ before men, to be seen by them. If you do, you will have 
no reward from your Father in heaven. So when you give to the needy, 
do not announce it with trumpets, as the hypocrites do in the 
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synagogues and on the streets, to be honoured by men. I tell you the 
truth, they have received their reward in full. But when you give to the 
needy, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, so 
that your giving may be in secret. Then your Father, who sees what is 
done in secret, will reward you. And when you pray, do not be like the 
hypocrites, for they love to pray standing in the synagogues and on the 
street corners to be seen by men. I tell you the truth, they have received 
their reward in full. But when you pray, go into your room, close the 
door and pray to your Father, who is unseen. Then your Father, who 
sees what is done in secret, will reward you. When you fast, do not look 
sombre as the hypocrites do, for they disfigure their faces to show men 
they are fasting. / tell you the truth, they have received their reward in 
full. But when you fast, put oil on your head and wash your face, so 
that it will not be obvious to men that you are fasting, but only to your 
Father, who is unseen; and your Father, who sees what is done in 
secret, will reward you. (Matthew 6:1-6, 16-18) 
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For God Alone One of the great classics of Christian spirituality is 
the little manual entitled Spiritual Exercises, written by St Ignatius of 
Loyola while still a layman. It takes the one doing the spiritual 
exercises step-by-step through a process leading to a genuine 
commitment to Christ and his Church and to a generous participation in 
his apostolic mission. The point I wish to refer to is the opening 
consideration of these spiritual exercises. St Ignatius refers to it as the 
principle and foundation of the whole. That foundation of love for and 
commitment to Christ is the principle of detachment from creatures and 
total attachment to God in all circumstances. We were made for this, to 
love and serve God above all things. Whatever may come our way, that 
is the one thing we must seek. All else we must use or discard as it 
seems best for the attainment of this one necessary thing. Well now, let 
us notice how the saints of Christian history come from all walks of life 
and were to be found in all kinds of circumstances. There is John Paul 
II travelling the world with his great message of Christ and drawing 
immense crowds to hear him. He was a saint, and his cause for 


canonization was introduced soon after his death. There was 



1479 


Archbishop Fulton Sheen, dramatic and captivating public speaker 
dressed in splendid episcopal attire who held spellbound large 
television audiences as he brought Christ to the masses. His cause for 
canonization was introduced a few decades after his death. These holy 
persons loved Christ above all and used the acclaim and attention that 
came their way for their great purpose at hand. At the same time there 
is the saint of lowly and unknown circumstances such as Therese of 
Lisieux who became known only because of her posthumously 
published spiritual diary. There was Matt Talbot the reformed alcoholic 
who had only a handful at his funeral but who attained a wonderful love 
for Christ. These and so many others besides loved Christ above all and 
were detached from the good and bad things that came their way. They 
lived in Christ whatever were the circumstances that providence placed 
them in. 

Such persons did not do things in order to win the admiration of 
men, but they did what they did for God alone. They strove to purify 
their intention in life and make God and his will their one object — 
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which brings us to our Gospel today (Matthew 6:1-6, 16-18). Our Lord 
is addressing his disciples and warning them against the example being 
constantly given by the religious leaders of the day who lived their 
religion with an eye to gaining the admiration of men. They performed 
all the necessary things — prayer, fasting and self-denial, and 
almsgiving — but they did them for a radically corrupt reason. Their 
purpose was to be seen by men and so to be admired for their religion. 
Do not be like them, our Lord says. The danger was that, seeing the 
ostentation and the admiration this evoked from so many, our Lord’s 
own disciples could be led to do likewise. The following of Christ 
could be corrupted by this terrible trap of living religiously so as to be 
admired by men. Of course, the disciple of Christ will usually be seen 
as being such. Our Lord on one occasion tells his disciples that they are 
so to live that their good works will be seen by men and as a result 
glory will be given to their Father in heaven. But the whole point of 
following Christ is to give glory to God and not to win that glory for 
oneself. What our Lord is warning against is in effect the arrogation to 
oneself of the glory and the position of God. This is a violation of the 
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first commandment which warns against worshipping gods other than 
the one and only Lord. And so our Lord says, when you give alms, do 
so for God alone. When you fast, do so in the sight of God alone. 
When you pray, likewise do so in God’s presence alone. Guard your 
heart and the intent behind what you do. God will then reward you. 
Understand that you will be tempted to want to be worshipped, as it 
were, in place of God. To him alone be the glory and the truly religious 
man makes this the object of all his actions be they prayer, self-denial 
or works of mercy. 

To God alone be the glory, and the challenge for all in the 
practice of religion is to aim at this. The principle and foundation of all 
authentic religion and certainly of the following of Christ, is to love and 
serve God alone and to be actively detached from all else. It means 
acknowledging God to be God and oneself to be nothing other than 
whatever he allows or disposes. Let us aim at this by living in the 
presence of God and by doing all things for him alone. 
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Thursday of the Eleventh Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 27 (26):7, 9 O Lord, hear my voice, for I 
have called to you; be my help. Do not abandon or forsake me, O God, 
my Saviour! 

Collect O God, strength of those who hope in you, graciously hear our 
pleas, and, since without you mortal frailty can do nothing, grant us 
always the help of your grace, that in following your commands we 
may please you by our resolve and our deeds. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 2 Corinthians 11:1-11; Ps 110; Matthew 6:7-15 

Jesus said to his disciples: When you pray, do not keep on babbling like 
pagans, for they think they will be heard because of their many words. 
Do not be like them, for your Father knows what you need before you 
ask him. This, then, is how you should pray: Our Father in heaven, 



1483 


hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on earth 
as it is in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our 
trespasses, as we also forgive those who trespass against us. And lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. ’ For if you forgive men 
when they sin against you, your heavenly Father will also forgive you. 
But if you do not forgive men their sins, your Father will not forgive 
your sins. (Matthew 6:7-15) 

Prayer I can imagine a person thinking that were God himself to 
compose a prayer for us to use, that prayer would be impressive indeed 
for its magnificence of language and the range of its subject. But when 
we look at the prayers that come from God and that seem to please God, 
what is notable about them is their simplicity, and, often, their brevity. 
We remember that dramatic occasion in the Old Testament when the 
prophet Elijah confronted the four hundred prophets of Baal. He 
challenged them to ask of their god that he consume the sacrifice of the 
bull that had been prepared for sacrifice in their midst. The prophets of 
Baal called on their god for hour upon hour, cutting themselves and 
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redoubling their lengthy pleas. It was all to no avail. No answer came. 
With loud voice, they babbled on and on. Then Elijah began, and with 
a simple, humble and confident request to Yahweh God, the fire of God 
descended and consumed the offering. Again, the psalms are simple and 
direct. When we think of it, it stands to reason that if a person is not 
sure of the supernatural reality to which he is directing his requests, the 
likelihood is that his requests will be lengthy and complex. But our 
Lord says, do not pray like this. “ When you pray, do not keep on 
babbling on like pagans, for they think they will be heard because of 
their many words. Do not be like them, for your Father knows what you 
need before you ask him." Effective prayer to the one Lord and God of 
all assumes an acceptance of his revelation of himself. He is our Father, 
and he knows all. We are entirely in his hands and he loves us more 
than we can possibly imagine. So we need not be uncertain of his 
attitude, of his power and of his intent. What is of far greater 
importance is the attitude, the dispositions and the intent that we 
ourselves bring to our prayers. So let us consider the prayer that our 
Lord taught his disciples and what it expects of us. 
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To begin with, the Lord’s Prayer expects that we have a lively 
faith in God as our Father (Matthew 6:7-15). God has revealed himself 
as our Father — as the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ and therefore as 
our Father, for by our baptism we live in Jesus. He is our Father, so we 
ought to be full of trust in him. But then the prayer of our Lord shows 
us that we, alive to the fact that it is God whom we are addressing, 
should know that the one thing necessary is that God be glorified here 
on earth just as he is in heaven. This more than anything ought be the 
true object of our prayers. If God is honoured and glorified firstly in 
my own life and in the lives of others, then all will be well. And so we 
pray in the Lord’s prayer that our heavenly Father’s name will be 
honoured in our hearts, that his lordship will extend over the hearts and 
lives of all, and that his will may be done here on earth — beginning 
with my own life — just as it is done in heaven. The paramount need 
for the world is that God, the one Father of all, be acknowledged as 
Lord and that all of life be lived accordingly. This is the key to true 
human prosperity, and how great would the blessing to mankind be if 
this were the case! It ought to be the first and most constant petition of 
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our life-long prayer and it flows directly from the first commandment, 
that the Lord be worshipped as God and that no other god be set in his 
place. To God be the glory, then! In this spirit, we pray for our own 
daily needs: give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our sins just 
as we forgive others. Preserve us from temptation and deliver us from 
evil. That God be glorified, and that we be kept safe in him! But our 
Lord adds what, in the mind of God, is a singularly important 
disposition on our part. “Forgive us our trespasses, as we also forgive 
those who trespass against us.” In the prayer thus given, our Lord 
stresses this special point that God’s forgiveness of our sins will depend 
on our forgiveness of the faults of others against us. This is one of the 
most distinctive features of the prayer of Christ. 

Let us ask the Holy Spirit that he help us to pray with the mind 
of Christ and according to his teaching. Let us pray that God will reign 
in the hearts of men, and let us resolve to open our hearts to his reign. 
His will be done, and let us start with our own daily life. Forgive us our 
sins and keep us from sin. Let us resolve to forgive all the offences 
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others have directed against us, be they justified or unjustified. Let us 
make sure that by the time we die, there is absolutely no one whom we 
have not forgiven utterly and from the depths of our hearts. 


-<b»©ad>- 





1488 


Friday of the Eleventh Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 27 (26):7, 9 O Lord, hear my voice, for I 
have called to you; be my help. Do not abandon or forsake me, O God, 
my Saviour! 

Collect O God, strength of those who hope in you, graciously hear our 
pleas, and, since without you mortal frailty can do nothing, grant us 
always the help of your grace, that in following your commands we 
may please you by our resolve and our deeds. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 2 Corinthians 11:18.21-30; Ps 33; Matthew 6:19-23 

Jesus said to his disciples: Do not store up for yourselves treasures on 
earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and 
steed. But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moth and 
rust do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal. For 
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where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. The eye is the 
lamp of the body. If your eyes are good, your whole body will be full of 
light. But if your eyes are bad, your whole body will be full of darkness. 
If then the light within you is darkness, how great is that darkness! 
(Matthew 6:19-23) 

Wealth It is to be noticed that in respect to the daily news on 
television and in print, a considerable amount of time is spent on 
commercial and economic news. A merger is announced between two 
banks and it hits the front news, and is then followed by extensive 
discussion of what this will mean to shareholders and to the country. 
Whole segments of the daily news are, as a matter of course, dedicated 
to developments in the commercial and economic life of the country 
and of the world. All this stands to reason because of its material 
importance to so many people. There is another aspect of this which 
reveals that it that it is an indicator of the priorities of a secular society. 
In the eyes of very many, the giants of society are the ones who have, 
through their talent and industry, gained enormous wealth. The 
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acquisition of wealth is the foremost value for many people and, as they 
envisage it, if wealth is acquired then life has been successful. Now, 
from a purely natural point of view, this attitude and goal automatically 
renders one’s happiness very vulnerable. If one does not have wealth 
and one sets out to attain it, then one must realize that a great number of 
variables must come into place for such a goal to be realized. One’s 
health must remain good, all kinds of beneficial coincidences have to 
occur, and great mishaps must not take place. That is to say, one 
probably will have to be in the right place at the right time, as we might 
say. Moreover, if in the event this kind of success comes, it is not at all 
certain that it will bring the satisfaction that is expected. It may prove a 
great disappointment because of the loss of important things that have 
been neglected in the process, such as certain personal relationships. It 
takes only a little thought to understand that material wealth in itself is 
radically ephemeral and if one’s heart lies only there, then one’s 
happiness in life is necessarily vulnerable. It rests on a knife-edge. 
Anyone with a reasonably clear sight can see all this from a purely 


natural point of view. 
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Our Lord addresses this perennial problem for man, which is the 
acquisition of material wealth. He says, “Do not store up for yourselves 
treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves 
break in and steal. But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, 
where moth and rust do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in 
and steaF (Matthew 6:19-23). Now, while our Lord says, do not store 
up treasures for yourselves on earth, he obviously means that we are not 
to store these up with the aim of finding our happiness here on earth 
through them. He does not want us to make our treasure in storing up 
for ourselves earthly benefits. Our true happiness lies in God and in 
heaven where nothing can threaten it. I say this because it is possible 
for a person to seek wealth in order to use it for purposes that do indeed 
please God. So it is that while we see certain great magnates storing up 
for themselves treasures, we also see others acquiring their treasures in 
order to benefit others. I can think of one very wealthy person in one 
country who used his wealth to establish a fine Catholic university and 
a town surrounding and supporting it. He used his wealth to do a 
tremendously good work. Many others of very moderate means give 
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generously to the poor. We think of the poor widow in the Gospel of 
whom our Lord said that, with her two small coins, she gave to the 
Temple more than all the others because she gave all she had to live on. 
There is nothing wrong with wealth in itself, provided that it is used in a 
way that pleases God. In fact, true wealth — which material wealth 
ought be made to serve — is that which can be stored as treasure in 
heaven, where moth and rust do not destroy and where thieves do not 
break in and steal. Thus it is that our Lord says elsewhere in the Gospel 
that to the one who has more will be given him, and to the one who has 
not, even what he has will be taken away. God wants us to become 
rich, but rich in what will endure to eternity. If our heart is set on 
purely material things, when they leave us — as they must eventually 
— then the entire basis of our life’s happiness and fulfilment is taken 
away. But if, in the use of material things we are constantly serving 
God and not ourselves, then our treasure is in heaven, and accordingly 


there will our heart be. 
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In the same passage today our Lord says that “if the light within 
you is darkness, how great is that darkness /” Let us pray for the inner 
wisdom and inner light to see how we should use all the things that 
come our way in life. In a word, we must strive to be detached from 
them, using them, be they good or bad, in order to grow in the love and 
grace of God and thus to attain our heavenly homeland. There and only 
there is our true happiness and security to be found. 

-- 
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Saturday of the Eleventh Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 27 (26):7, 9 O Lord, hear my voice, for I 
have called to you; be my help. Do not abandon or forsake me, O God, 
my Saviour! 

Collect O God, strength of those who hope in you, graciously hear our 
pleas, and, since without you mortal frailty can do nothing, grant us 
always the help of your grace, that in following your commands we 
may please you by our resolve and our deeds. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 2 Corinthians 12:1-10; Psalm 33; Matthew 6:24-34 

Jesus said to his disciples: No-one can serve two masters. Either he 
will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one 
and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and Money. 
Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or 
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drink; or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more 
important than food, and the body more important than clothes? Look 
at the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or store away in barns, 
and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not much more 
valuable than they? Who of you by worrying can add a single hour to 
his life? And why do you worry about clothes? See how the lilies of the 
field grow. They do not labour or spin. Yet I tell you that not even 
Solomon in all his splendour was dressed like one of these. If that is 
how God clothes the grass of the field, which is here today and 
tomorrow is thrown into the fire, will he not much more clothe you, O 
you of little faith? So do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or 
‘What shall we drink? ’ or ‘What shall we wear? ’ For the pagans run 
after cdl these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need 
them. But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these 
things will be given to you as well. Therefore do not worry about 
tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has enough 
trouble of its own. (Matthew 6:24-34) 
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All For Him One of the most fascinating areas of study is the world 
of nature and in particular the world of living sentient nature. Take the 
bees for instance, or the ants. Notice how they are engaged in incessant 
activity building their hives and nests, bringing in food and 
reproducing. It is a thriving kingdom that bespeaks an Intelligence 
behind the drama of natural instinct. But what is the bee and the ant 
living for? It is living for its food and shelter and the continuation of its 
species - and all by instinct. It looks no further than the instinctive task 
it is about, and certainly has not the slightest impression of anything 
higher or greater than its unending round of impulsive activity. But in 
all of its activity, the unseen hand of God is sustaining it. When 
watching animals in their activity, I have often thought how like 
animals we human beings so often are! We immerse ourselves in our 
daily round and so very often all we think of is the acquisition of 
material things, our food, our clothing, our shelter and our money. All 
our anxieties, all our worries, are focused there as if therein are 
contained all that truly matters. Moreover we are anxious and we worry 
as if all did depend on us. We fail to take into account that the hand of 
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God our Father is sustaining us and whatever we achieve or gain really 
comes from him. Consider then our Lord’s words in our Gospel 
passage today. He says, why are you worrying and anxious like this? 
Why do you fret over your income and your food and your clothing as 
if this is all that matters and as if these things depend simply on you? 
Understand this, he says, that there are greater things to be sought and 
in any case your heavenly Father will be looking after you, just as he is 
now. Our Lord is speaking in the broadest terms and within those broad 
and fundamental terms he wishes us to situate all our legitimate 
anxieties. The supremely important thing in life is the lordship and rule 
of God. In all that you work for, seek the lordship of God, and then 
trust in the care of your Father in heaven. 

Our Lord puts it very starkly. Just as you cannot be the servant 
of two masters, so too you cannot serve both God and Money. Let us 
put it very simply: there are two fundamental realities in life, God and 
the world (which includes us). Money can be understood as our share 
of the world. To what, then, are we dedicating our lives? Is it to gaining 
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a bigger and bigger share of the world, or is it to gaining more and more 
of the friendship of God? Where our treasure is, there will our heart be. 
What do we regard as life’s treasure? Our Lord tells us that we cannot 
serve both God and the world. We must make a choice and then live it 
out. He is not saying that we must do without a certain use and share of 
the world, for clearly since the world is our temporary home, we must 
make use of it. But our intent must be to serve God in the world, and to 
live in it such that he and he only is its Lord. We must so use the goods 
of this world that God’s rule is our foremost value. If he is the Lord of 
our lives we will trust in his care while we dedicate ourselves daily to 
the doing of his will. And so our Lord tells us in today’s Gospel, 
“Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or 
drink; ... See how the lilies of the field grow. They do not labour or 
spin. Yet I tell you that not even Solomon in all his splendour was 

dressed like one of these . If that is how God clothes the grass of the 

field, which is here today and tomorrow is thrown into the fire, will he 
not much more clothe you, O you of little faith?.... Seek first his 
kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you 
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as weir (Matthew 6:24-34). A great Anglican writer of the seventeenth 
century in England, William Beveridge, wrote a book called Private 
Thoughts upon Religion and a Christian Life. He has a long chapter on 
the love of money, and in it he makes the point that the love for money 
grows insidiously. It is the root of so many sins and it makes the love 
of God impossible. As our Lord says, we cannot serve both God and 
Money. 

What our Lord directs us to do is liberating. There will be many 
anxious stages in life as our material needs fail to be met and as real 
tragedies occur. But we are in the hands of our heavenly Lather who, in 
ways we so often do not see, is constantly caring for us. God wants us 
to trust him. St Thomas More refused to acknowledge Henry VIILs 
right to divorce and his right to be supreme head of the Church. It was 
the great crisis of his life and of his country. As he wrote in a letter to 
his daughter as he awaited the scaffold, “though I lose my head, I’ll 
come to no harm.” 
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Twelfth Sunday of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 28 (27):8-9 The Lord is the strength of his 
people, a saving refuge for the one he has anointed. Save your people, 
Lord, and bless your heritage, and govern them for ever. 

Collect Grant, O Lord, that we may always revere and love your holy 
name, for you never deprive of your guidance those you set firm on the 
foundation of your love. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Jeremiah 20:10-13; Psalm Ps 69:8-10, 14, 17, 33-35; 
Romans 5:12-15; Matthew 10:26-33 

Jesus said to the Twelve: Do not be afraid of any one. There is nothing 
concealed that will not be disclosed, or hidden that will not be made 
known. What I tell you in the dark, speak in the daylight; what is 
whispered in your ear, proclaim from the roofs. Do not be afraid of 
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those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather, be afraid of the 
One who can destroy both soul and body in hell. Are not two sparrows 
sold for a penny? Yet not one of them will fall to the ground apart from 
the will of your Father. And even the very hears of your head are cdl 
numbered. So don 7 be afraid; you are worth more than many 
sparrows. Whoever acknowledges me before men, I will cdso 
acknowledge him before my Father in heaven. But whoever disowns me 
before men, I will disown him before my Father in heaven. (Matthew 
10:26-33) 

Hell I have come across people, indeed people quite well advanced 
in years, who have not believed in an afterlife. I remember one 
gentleman who would have been in his seventies, who stated quite 
plainly that he thought that our lot is just the same as that of any dog or 
cat — we just end with death and our remains are buried, and that is all 
there is to it. In fact, there are all kinds of belief about what happens 
after death, just as there are all kinds of belief about Jesus Christ. Many 
who have been raised as Christians do not genuinely believe the 
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teachings of Jesus Christ. Rather, they entertain a variety of religious 
opinions mixed up with elements of Christian dogma. I remember 
being part of a religious discussion group consisting of some five 
medical doctors. It was obvious that while these medical men were, of 
course, educated in their own discipline, they had but a meagre 
understanding of the Christian faith, though they were Christians. I 
remember one of them saying that he did not believe in the existence of 
hell, and I suspect that quite a number of Christians do not really 
believe this doctrine. But if one believes in Jesus Christ as our God and 
Redeemer, then one would and should believe his teaching about the 
fact of hell. Indeed, it features in our Gospel passage today (Matthew 
10:26-33). Our Lord is telling the Twelve who were the very 
foundation stones of his Church, that they were not to fear men, for at 
most all they could do is put an end to this earthly life. Rather, our 
Lord warned, “/ear the One who can destroy both soul and body in 
hell” If we compare the teaching of the Old Testament with that of the 
New, and in particular with that of our Lord as in the Gospels, it is clear 
that from the lips of our Lord has come the clearest and most 
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unambiguous teaching about hell in all the Scriptures. Indeed, if one 
considers all the sacred writings of all the religions I would be most 
surprised if any religious founder gave anything like the clarity of 
teaching about hell that Christ gave. We are indebted to our Lord for 
our being warned of the catastrophic consequences of dying in the state 
of un-repented mortal sin. 

Well then, let us take a few moments to consider our Lord’s 
words about hell in our Gospel passage today, a passage that primarily 
tells us of the loving care of God our Father. The one person we must 
fear offending in life is God. He is our Father, but he has endowed us 
with the momentous gift of freedom, and that gift can be used to 
disregard his solemn commands. That this is a terrible thing to do is 
shown by its consequences, when there has been no repentance. God 
can destroy both body and soul in hell. Notice the word that is used. 
The word is “destroy” — destruction! Hell is so terrible that it entails an 
undying process of destruction while never being destroyed. It will 
mean an eternal dying as if dead, while not being dead in the sense of 
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being lifeless or extinct. In ordinary language we have the expression, 
“a living death.” There have been some who have written that what 
allowed them to continue in their sins was their belief at the time that 
their death would involve an extinction and so an absence of retribution. 
But the destruction of both body and soul in hell will not involve a mere 
extinction. Man will not be able to escape into extinction. It will be a 
living and eternal death. Our Lord is plain in his revelation about this, 
and he advises us to fear this divine retribution, such that we do not 
expose ourselves to the risk of it. We certainly risk it if we deliberately 
commit serious sin, because we cannot guarantee to ourselves the grace 
of God to repent of it, nor can we guarantee to ourselves that we shall 
have sufficient length of life to repent. A person can die at any 
moment. If a person dies in the actual state of deliberate and un¬ 
repented mortal sin — and we ourselves cannot know if any particular 
individual actually dies in that state — then his eternal prospects are 
appalling. As St John writes in his Letter, not every sin is mortal. But 
let us remember that the road to mortal sin is venial sin — any sin — if 
we deliberately persist in it. Deliberate sin enslaves, as our Lord says in 
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St John’s Gospel. Let us take to heart the word our Lord uses at the end 
of our Gospel passage. He says of the one who disowns him that he 
will disown that person before his heavenly Father. Let us not take the 
risk of being disowned by Christ at the judgment seat of God. 

So we should keep alive in our hearts a lively and wholesome 
fear of the living death of hell. The only door to hell is deliberate and 
un-repented mortal sin. It is sin that is to be feared, for the grinning 
face of sin veils its terrible evil. It is because of sin that God sent his 
only begotten Son to suffer and die for each of us. In this we have 
before us the boundless love and mercy of God, revealed in his divine 
Son nailed to the Cross for each of us. Let us cast ourselves into the 
care of God our Father and resolve to love and obey him as his dear 
children, rejecting every day the allure of sin and its great friend, Satan. 
A resounding yes to God, and a resounding no to sin! 

Further reading : The Catechism of the Catholic Church , 


no. 1033-1037 (Hell) 
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Monday of the Twelfth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 28 (27):8-9 The Lord is the strength of his 
people, a saving refuge for the one he has anointed. Save your people, 
Lord, and bless your heritage, and govern them for ever. 

Collect Grant, O Lord, that we may always revere and love your holy 
name, for you never deprive of your guidance those you set firm on the 
foundation of your love. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Genesis 12:1-9; Psalm 32; Matthew 7:1-5 

Jesus said to his disciples: Do not judge, or you too will be judged. For 
in the same way as you judge others, you will be judged, and with the 
measure you use, it will be measured to you. Why do you look at the 
speck of sawdust in your brother’s eye and pay no attention to the plank 
in your own eye? How can you say to your brother, 'Let me take the 
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speck out of your eye, ’ when all the time there is a plank in your own 
eye? You hypocrite, first take the plank out of your own eye, and then 
you will see clearly to remove the speck from your brother’s eye. 
(Matthew 7:1-5) 

Judging Others We are told in the Gospels that the people hung on 
our Lord’s words whenever he spoke. The Temple officers sent by the 
priests to arrest Jesus returned without him, saying that no-one ever 
spoke as he spoke. What was there in our Lord’s speaking that made 
him so incomparable? Well, merely to remember the fact that it was 
God the Son himself who was speaking gives us enough reason. But I 
do think that there are other indications in the Gospels of his engaging 
delivery. Take our Gospel scene today in which he warns his disciples 
that they are not to judge. By “judging” he means, obviously, the 
judgment that one who acts as if he is a judge would make. A judge 
makes his judgment as to the guilt of a wrongdoer and then sentences 
him. The essence of his act is the judgment as to personal guilt. Christ 
warns that we are not to presume to judge a person’s guilt before God, 
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for to God belongs this judgment. He is also surely warning against a 
proneness to be critical of others. But then our Lord asks a rhetorical 
question. Why do you point out what is a tiny speck in your brother’s 
eye, and fail to notice the beam of wood in your own? I cannot help but 
think that this remark would have evoked instant laughter in his 
audience, with our Lord smiling as he uttered it. A whole beam of 
wood lodged in the very eye of the critic of his brother’s eye! We ought 
take our cue from our Lord’s turn of phrase here, and understand how 
prone we are to be blind to our own much greater faults and limitations 
as we take great issue with the faults of someone else. If we are prone 
to be critical of the faults of others — and I am not speaking of one to 
whom God has given the duty to observe and correct certain faults — 
then we are likely to be prone to be blind to our own. We are likely to 
be failing to “first take the plank out of’ our “own eye” before we 
presume to do something similar to others. We are fellow sinners with 
our faulty brother, and in all we do for him we must remember that. 
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As is often the case in the Gospels, our Lord’s words of 
instruction at one point are to be understood in the light of other 
instructions elsewhere. For instance, our Lord at one point in the 
Gospels directs his disciples to offer the wicked man no resistance. Yet 
he himself resisted the buying and selling in the Temple. He physically 
resisted it to the point of driving the buyers and sellers together with 
their animals right out of the Temple. He sent them all helter-skelter 
right out the doors. He resisted the Scribes and the Pharisees in debate 
and time and again reduced them to silence. So the true meaning of our 
Lord’s words must be pondered carefully in the light of other texts in 
the Gospels and in the Scriptures generally, and in light of the Church’s 
teaching. In our Gospel passage today (Matthew 7:1-5) our Lord tells 
us that we are not to judge, and if we do, we ourselves shall be judged. 
We are not to look on the faults of others as if we are free of fault 
ourselves, but rather as persons who are profoundly conscious of 
personal guilt and sinful limitations. But our Lord does say elsewhere 
in the Gospels that we are to correct our brother and not leave evildoing 
unchecked. He speaks of going again to our brother with another 
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witness, and with more still if no change is forthcoming. He even 
speaks of putting the brother out of the community. These words too 
must be carefully weighed in the light of the Church’s teaching, but the 
message is clear. While we are not to judge uncharitably and as persons 
not subject to judgment ourselves, nevertheless it is a great act of 
charity, indeed a duty requiring persevering sensitivity and courage, to 
correct the faults of others when those faults are causing harm. The 
sweep of the Scriptures and the constant practice of the Church show 
that sin and harmful faults are not to be left unchecked. In this sense we 
are our brother’s keeper, for if he is suffering in this form of spiritual 
poverty, we have a duty to assist him even by our compassionate 
correction. 

Being Christ-like in the world requires that we be growing in the 
mind of Christ, and more and more being led by the Holy Spirit. Let us 
pray to the Holy Spirit to help us in all our interaction with others. He 
will show us that they and we are sinners all. We are all afflicted by the 
scourge of sin. So let us not judge our brother as if we do not deserve 
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judgment ourselves. At the same time, we all need the compassionate 
and charitable assistance of others to see our faults and to be able to 
remove them. In this way the Holy Spirit works through us all to bring 
us to a greater and greater likeness to Christ. Thus does the kingdom of 
God in our midst extend. 
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Tuesday of the Twelfth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 28 (27):8-9 The Lord is the strength of his 
people, a saving refuge for the one he has anointed. Save your people, 
Lord, and bless your heritage, and govern them for ever. 

Collect Grant, O Lord, that we may always revere and love your holy 
name, for you never deprive of your guidance those you set firm on the 
foundation of your love. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Genesis 13:2.5-18; Psalm 14; Matthew 7: 6.12-14 

Jesus said to his disciples: “Do not give dogs what is sacred; do not 
throw your pearls to pigs. If you do, they may trample them under their 
feet, and then turn and tear you to pieces. So in everything, do to others 
what you would have them do to you, for this sums up the Law and the 


Prophets. Enter through the narrow gate. For wide is the gate and 
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broad is the road that leads to destruction, and many enter through it. 
But small is the gate and narrow the road that leads to life, and only a 
few find it. (Matthew 7: 6.12-14) 

Love I remember years ago I was teaching Religion in a State High 
School, and I asked a student in the class how he would describe God. 
He said that God was a good spirit. That was the natural idea he had of 
God. He knew little about the Christian religion, but God did mean 
something to him. There are things we pick up about God from a 
variety of sources, quite independently of Christian teaching. If we 
reflect on the world we might gain the sense of a Cause behind it. Look 
at the order we see everywhere! How could this have happened of 
itself? In any case — the average person might say — most people of 
most times have accepted that there is a God, so there must be one. Or 
again, the average person might assume there is a God because of his 
personal sense of moral obligation and of a judgment that will 
eventually come. His being good or bad will have its consequences. 
When all is said and done, what is the image of God possessed by the 
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average person who has not been raised in a strong religious practice 
and belief? I do not think it is of One who loves him. I remember years 
ago watching a television series that portrayed a very competent 
Government espionage agent. This character was very successful in 
tracking down and apprehending spies. In one episode he was asked if 
he believed in God — and he said that he believed in a higher Power. 
The higher Power did not, it was obvious, impinge on his personal life 
or affect his motives very much, other than providing an ultimate 
reference point for the world and a general foundation for moral living. 
That view was obviously the view of the writer of the episode, and I 
tend to think that it is the notion gradually formed by the average 
person who has never looked seriously and taken to heart Christian 
doctrine. God is a higher (and limited) Power on the side of good, as 
sensed when thinking of the world and the moral dictate. In a culture 
that proudly professes to be secular, the good God is deemed to be 


distant and unconcerned. 
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There is a further aspect of this, and it relates to our behaviour 
towards others. Our image or notion of God must affect our attitude to, 
and dealings with, our fellow man. If God is distant, limited and merely 
a Power we acknowledge in some way, then our relationships with 
others will assuredly be affected. To take an analogy, it is to be 
expected that a youth who has a merely distant relationship with 
mediocre parents will have a different outlook and different dealings 
with others than one who has a close relationship with good parents. 
The former will be a negative experience with negative results on 
relationships, and the latter a positive experience with good results on 
relationships. All this is to say that God makes a difference to life. The 
problem is that on our own, and relying merely on nature, we shall pick 
up a meagre notion of God. An enormous difference is made when we 
embrace faith in Revelation because it is especially then that we come 
to know God as one who truly loves us. He is not just a distant, higher 
and good Power, but our Father who truly loves us. It stands to reason 
that this must make a great difference to life and to how life is lived in 
relationship with others. All this brings us to our Gospel passage today, 
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which is made up of two or three sayings of our Lord, which are not 
immediately connected with one another. In one of his sayings he tells 
us that “z>z everything, do to others what you would have them do to 
you, for this sums up the Law and the Prophets .” Now, this statement 
immediately follows his teaching on prayer to our heavenly Father. We 
are to ask, and it will be given to us, for if you, “ being evil, know how to 
give good gifts to your children, how much more will your heavenly 
Father give good things to those who ask him ” (Matthew 7:11). Our 
Lord’s command that we treat others as we would have them treat us 
follows on his teaching about the love of our heavenly Father for us and 
his desire to give good things to us. The foundation of our attitude and 
dealings towards others must be our knowledge of God’s attitude and 
dealings towards us. 

Our Lord elsewhere stresses as of maximum importance the 
readiness to forgive. We shall not be forgiven if we for our part refuse 
to forgive. Again, this is grounded in the nature of God. Our Lord 
reveals God to be forgiving. He insists that we forgive in our turn. 
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What will help us to forgive is if we cultivate a deep sense of having 
been forgiven by God. In a word, let us strive to be children of our 
heavenly Father, intent on doing his will and being like him. It is this 
which will benefit the world, for the world needs love. 

-- 
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Wednesday of the Twelfth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 28 (27): 8-9 The Lord is the strength of his 
people, a saving refuge for the one he has anointed. Save your people, 
Lord, and bless your heritage, and govern them for ever. 

Collect Grant, O Lord, that we may always revere and love your holy 
name, for you never deprive of your guidance those you set firm on the 
foundation of your love. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Genesis 15:1-12. 17-18; Ps. 104; Matthew 7:15-20 

Jesus said to his disciples: Watch out for false prophets. They come to 
you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they are ferocious wolves. By 
their fruit you will recognise them. Do people pick grapes from 
thornbushes, or figs from thistles? Likewise every good tree bears good 
fruit, but a bad tree bears bad fruit. A good tree cannot bear bad fruit, 



1519 


and a bad tree cannot bear good fruit. Every tree that does not bear 
good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. Thus, by their fruit you 
will recognise them. (Matthew 7:15-20) 

Unity When observed from the outside, Christianity presents in some 
respects a sad spectacle. I am referring to the manifest disunity of 
Christians. There are a few great bodies of Christians, the greatest of 
which is obviously the Catholic Church, but nevertheless the 
non-Christian sees before him almost countless numbers of Christian 
communions of various kinds and beliefs. Of course, this is in no way 
specific to Christianity. Islam has numerous distinct groupings and the 
Sunni and Shihite conflicts in the Middle East are but one instance. 
Nevertheless, inasmuch as Christianity brings to the world the person of 
Jesus Christ, the presentation of Jesus Christ clearly suffers greatly by 
this Christian disunity. At the Last Supper Christ prayed to the Father 
that all his followers would be one. He asked for this “ so that the world 
might believe .” Elsewhere in the Gospels he referred to the divine plan 
of one fold under one Shepherd. Now, what is it that has brought upon 
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the Church this tragic disunity? Obviously it has been due in large 
measure to the rise of various voices calling the faithful to accept this or 
that doctrine and to follow this or that practice that the parent Church in 
one way or another condemns. The new voices believe that the 
condemnation is erroneous and so the division deepens. We read in the 
New Testament writings solemn warnings (for instance in the Letters of 
St Paul and of St John) against the divisions arising from false doctrine 
— meaning, by wrong doctrine, teachings that are contrary to that of the 
apostolic witness. We see the same pattern and problem in the rise of 
Gnosticism and again the great heresy of Arianism following the 
Council of Nicaea in the early fourth century. Arius, a priest, 
contradicted the doctrine that the man Jesus is divine. Despite its 
condemnation in one form or another this heresy lasted for centuries. 
There have been denials of numerous other doctrines over the centuries 
and more often than not these denials are accompanied by appeals to 
Scripture, by an upright character, and evident sincerity in the ones who 
are maintaining the denials. Whether the followers are many or few, 


the result is further division. 
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These are the historical facts. Let us turn to our Lord’s words in 
the Gospel today (Matthew 7:15-20). He tells his disciples to watch out 
for false prophets. They can be very convincing — while in the sight of 
God they are wolves, in the sight of man they can appear to be sheep. 
They can seem to be sheep of the flock of Christ, members of the one 
true fold, followers of the Good Shepherd. Their obvious sincerity, the 
appeal and persuasiveness of their doctrine, the attractiveness of their 
manner, their unity one with the other together with their talents, can all 
combine to make them appear to be true prophets of God. So Christ 
says we must watch out, beware. What further can we say of this? To 
begin with, this watching for error however sincerely presented, 
requires a profound concern for the truth and in particular the truth 
revealed by Christ. There is a certain mentality that puts a higher 
priority on things other than truth — and without truly realizing that this 
has been done. For instance, a person may, without realizing it and 
without saying as much, put a higher priority on personal sincerity, or 
on the possession of an inner peace, or on the experience of a certain 
kind of conversion, or on various charismatic gifts, than on the 
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possession of the objective truth revealed by Jesus. He loves Christ’s 
truth, but his greater focus is on other things. And so a religious person 
who is contented in his religion may never genuinely set out to seek the 
full truth that Christ has revealed. Or again, the one without any 
religion may simply have no interest in the truth that has come from 
God, and so he takes no steps whatever to attain revealed truth. Others 
may have a very liberal attitude to contrary opinions in the sense of 
basically thinking that both are right: what is “right” to one may not be 
“right” to another, and that opposite opinions may be “right” depending 
on the preferences of the one holding them. All these are 
manifestations of the lack of concern for objective truth in religion, and 
in particular the truth that has been revealed by Christ. Those who lack 
this concern are not heeding the warning of Christ. 

Christ is the source and embodiment of objective religious truth. 
He is the one who has revealed the truth from God and, of course, that 
truth cannot be present in its opposites. It is right, and its opposite is 
wrong. The Catholic Church teaches that Christ left on earth a living 
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voice with the authority to determine what is his teaching when there is 
presented to the faithful various opposites. That authority is found 
within the Catholic Church, and in particular in the successor of St 
Peter and the bishops acting in union with him. Thinking of our Gospel 
today let us be profoundly committed to the truth of Jesus, and let us 
resolve to live by it daily. 
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Thursday of the Twelfth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 28 (27):8-9 The Lord is the strength of his 
people, a saving refuge for the one he has anointed. Save your people, 
Lord, and bless your heritage, and govern them for ever. 

Collect Grant, O Lord, that we may always revere and love your holy 
name, for you never deprive of your guidance those you set firm on the 
foundation of your love. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Genesis 16:1-12.15-16; Ps. 105; Matthew 7:21-29 

Jesus said to his disciples: Not everyone who says to me, 'Lord, Lord, ’ 
will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only he who does the will of my 
Father who is in heaven. Many will say to me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, 
did we not prophesy in your name, and in your name drive out demons 
and perform many miracles?’ Then I will tell them plainly, 7 never 
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knew you. Away from me, you evildoers!’ Therefore everyone who 
hears these words of mine and puts them into practice is like a wise 
man who built his house on the rock. The rain came down, the streams 
rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house; yet it did not fall, 
because it had its foundation on the rock. But everyone who hears 
these words of mine and does not put them into practice is like a foolish 
man who built his house on sand. The rain came down, the streams 
rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell with a 
great crash. When Jesus had finished saying these things, the crowds 
were amazed at his teaching, because he taught as one who had 
authority, and not as their scribes. (Matthew 7:21-29) 

Christ’s Authority At the end of our Gospel passage today we are 
told of the impact of our Lord’s words on the crowds to whom he was 
speaking. They were “amazed at his teaching, because he taught as 
one who had authority, and not as their scribes The scribes analysed 
and discussed the meaning of the Law and the Prophets as scholars. 
Basing themselves on the authority of the Scriptures, they endeavoured 
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to reveal its meaning. Our Lord, in a debate with the Sadducee party 
among them, told them that they knew neither the Scriptures nor the 
power of God. In his teaching, Jesus not only impressed all with his 
sovereign knowledge of the Scriptures but with his evident personal 
authority in a far wider sense. What is the meaning of this “authority” 
that our Lord displayed? Consider his words at the beginning of the 
passage. It is not enough for a person to say to him, “Lord, Lord” to 
enter the Kingdom of heaven. It is implied, then, that it is to him that 
they will direct their appeal to enter the kingdom of heaven. He implies 
that he will be the Judge and he states that he will grant admittance into 
the Kingdom of heaven only to those who have done the will of his 
heavenly Father. Imagine the impact of these words on the crowds, and 
how they must have wondered at the unique authority he was calmly 
assuming and manifesting. Christ is presenting himself to the crowds as 
the supreme Judge on the day of judgment. He will vindicate the will 
of his Father. He goes on, “Many will say to me on that day, ‘Lord, 
Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and in your name drive out 
demons and perform many miracles?’ Then I will tell them plainly, 7 
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never knew you. Away from me, you evildoers /’“ (Matthew 7:21-29). 
Only those he knows will be saved, and only those who do the will of 
God will he acknowledge as knowing. The “authority” he was 
displaying here was absolutely supreme and very personal. 

Our Lord continues his point, speaking of the power of his word. 
Christ does not say — as would have the scribes, presumably — that 
the one who hears the word of God in the Scriptures and puts them into 
practice is building his house on rock. He says that the one who hears 
“these words of mine and puts them into practice is like a wise man who 
built his house on the rock .” Christ is speaking of his own word and he 
is making it the word of God. He is speaking as if his own word is on a 
par with the Scriptures and as if it is coming from the mouth of God 
himself. The crowds were profoundly astonished, filled with 
amazement at such language. No prophet had spoken like this, nor had 
John the Baptist. Christ was placing his own person at the very 
forefront as the way to salvation. Salvation will come by hearing his 
word, his own word, and then putting it into practice. His word was the 
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word of his heavenly Father, and if anyone were not to put his word 
into practice then that person will hear the terrible rejection at the 
judgment, “I never knew you. Away from me, you evildoers /” And so 
our Lord puts it plainly to all: “Therefore everyone who hears these 
words of mine and puts them into practice is like a wise man who built 
his house on the rock. The rain came down, the streams rose, and the 
winds blew and beat against that house; yet it did not fall, because it 
had its foundation on the rock. But everyone who hears these words of 
mine and does not put them into practice is like a foolish man who built 
his house on sand. The rain came down, the streams rose, and the 
winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell with a great crash." 
The authority of the Torah, the Law and the Prophets, was supreme in 
the religion of Israel, for it was the word of the living God. Here they 
have a man before them, a great prophet who was stating in effect that 
all authority in heaven and on earth had been given to him. His word 
was salvation. Salvation was his gift, and he would give it to those who 


heard his word and kept it. 
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Let us place ourselves in the presence of the one who showed 
such supreme authority and power before all. It was plain to all that our 
Lord was speaking as if he were above all, and as if he were the 
supreme Judge and source of salvation. No one has made such claims, 
and his claims were shown to be entirely credible by the holiness of his 
life, the consistency of his teaching, the miraculous power he exercised, 
and by so many other indications. Let us then place our faith in him, 
resolving to hear his word and put it into practice. Therein lies our 
salvation. 
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Friday of the Twelfth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 28 (27):8-9 The Lord is the strength of his 
people, a saving refuge for the one he has anointed. Save your people, 
Lord, and bless your heritage, and govern them for ever. 

Collect Grant, O Lord, that we may always revere and love your holy 
name, for you never deprive of your guidance those you set firm on the 
foundation of your love. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Genesis 17:1.9-10.15-22; Ps 127; Matthew 8:1-4 

When Jesus came down from the mountainside, large crowds followed 
him. A man with leprosy came and knelt before him and said, Lord, if 
you are willing, you can make me clean. Jesus reached out his hand 
and touched the man. I am willing, he said. Be clean! Immediately he 
was cured of his leprosy. Then Jesus said to him, See that you don’t tell 
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anyone. But go, show yourself to the priest and offer the gift Moses 
commanded, as a testimony to them. (Matthew 8:1-4) 

Christ and Suffering In our Gospel passage today, our Lord has 
come down from the mountain and large crowds are following him. 
Doubtless the persons who make up these crowds are there for a variety 
of reasons. There must have been a lull in the whole proceeding when 
the man with leprosy came to our Lord. The miracle must have been 
done for him in some privacy because our Lord then told him not to tell 
anyone what he had done for him. Perhaps it occurred during a brief 
period when our Lord was with his disciples and the crowds occupied 
with some rest or refreshment. Let us place ourselves in the scene. 
Imagine the desperation and despondency of the leper who saw no hope 
for himself in his predicament other than what might come from his 
approach to Jesus. So he comes to him and actually kneels down before 
our Lord. He pleads with him to “ make me clean,” telling our Lord that 
he knows he is able to do it if he so wills. He has no doubt about our 


Lord’s power, and he is appealing to his kindness and consideration. 
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Our Lord immediately, at a word and a touch of the hand, heals him of 
his leprosy (Matthew 8:1-4). Then, significantly, he commands him not 
to “te/Z anyone ”, but to go and make the ritual offering to the priest as 
the Law required. In passing, we may note the respect our Lord 
displays for the Law of Moses. But let us consider that first stipulation 
he gave to the former leper. He was not to tell anyone of the blessing 
he had received. It looks as if our Lord did not want to be caught up 
heavily in this ministry of healing. If our Lord had healed this leper, 
why, we may ask, did he not set about healing all the lepers — he could 
perhaps have done it at a word (which undoubtedly he could have, had 
he so willed). That is to say, Why did he allow the suffering in the 
world to continue? Why does he still allow it? It is very obvious from 
this brief Gospel scene alone, some might assert, that our Lord’s 
mission on earth was not to take away all the sufferings of the world. 
Why so? 

The short answer to this is that, obviously, we do not know. But 
let us immediately add that our Lord’s mission did indeed include 
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taking away all the sufferings of the world, but not fully just yet. In the 
immediate term, he did come to bring peace and joy — a share in his 
peace and joy — to the world. He said on one occasion that people 
were to come to him and learn from him and they would find rest and 
peace for their souls. My peace, I leave to you , he said — not peace as 
the world offers it, but my own peace. Furthermore he commanded his 
disciples to spend themselves in serving the world’s suffering - as is 
implied in the account of the Last Judgment in Matthew 25. But very 
importantly, his kingdom, established in its beginning here, will reach 
its fullness hereafter and then indeed every tear will be wiped away. So 
Christ did come to take away all the world’s sufferings and to make all 
things new, but there is an appointed time for this to take place in its 
fullness — and that appointed time is at the end. We do not know why 
it had to be this way, but such was the plan of God. Even with our 
leper, let us remember that our Lord did not liberate him from all 
suffering, only from his leprosy. In respect to suffering our Lord’s 
miracle for the leper is a sign of what will eventually come to all when 
God is all in all. But more importantly, our Lord’s stipulation to the 
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leper that he tell no-one of his cure shows that his mission was far 
deeper. He did not want his Messianic mission to be misunderstood. 
While he did not come to take away all suffering in all persons 
immediately, he certainly did come to break the power of sin 
immediately. He came to break the stranglehold of sin on the life of the 
world. As St Paul writes, by nature all are under the power of sin and 
sin is the root cause of suffering and death. Mankind was separated 
from God by sin and this is the fundamental problem of the universe. It 
is the cosmic issue and Christ came to fix it at its root. He came to cure 
the fundamental wound that debilitates the entire world. He would do it 
by obediently bearing its effects in his own sinless person and thus 
expiate for it all. 

The picture of the leper coming to our Lord for the greatest 
favour of his life, as he saw it, is a picture also of Christ as the answer 
to the world’s need. He has taken away the sin of the world and what 
remains is for that work to be applied to every individual. It is applied 
when a person is placed in him above all by baptism and then by a 
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resolute life of union with him. Union with Jesus is life for the world 
now and in its fullness hereafter, when God’s plan will be fully 
achieved. Let us then accept Christ into our life as the treasure of 
treasures, as the pearl of great price. 

-- 
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Saturday of the Twelfth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 28 (27):8-9 The Lord is the strength of his 
people, a saving refuge for the one he has anointed. Save your people, 
Lord, and bless your heritage, and govern them for ever. 

Collect Grant, O Lord, that we may always revere and love your holy 
name, for you never deprive of your guidance those you set firm on the 
foundation of your love. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Genesis 18:1-15; Psalm: Luke 1; Matthew 8:5-17 

When Jesus had entered Capernaum, a centurion came to him, asking 
for help. Lord, he scud, my servant lies at home paralysed and in 
terrible suffering. Jesus said to him, / will go and heed him. The 
centurion replied, Lord, / do not deserve to have you come under my 
roof. But just say the word, and my servant will be healed. For / 
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myself am a man under authority, with soldiers under me. I tell this 
one, ‘Go, ’ and he goes; and that one, ‘Come, ’ and he comes. I say to 
my servant, 'Do this, ’ and he does it. When Jesus heard this, he was 
astonished and said to those following him, I tell you the truth, I have 
not found anyone in Israel with such great faith. I say to you that many 
will come from the east and the west, and will take their places at the 
feast with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven. But the 
subjects of the kingdom will be thrown outside, into the darkness, where 
there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. Then Jesus said to the 
centurion, Go! It will be done just as you believed it would. And his 
serx’ant was healed at that very hour. When Jesus came into Peter’s 
house, he saw Peter’s mother-in-law lying in bed with a fever. He 
touched her hand and the fever left her, and she got up and began to 
went on him. When evening came, many who were demon-possessed 
were brought to him, and he drove out the spirits with a word and 
heeded cdl the sick. This was to fulfil what was spoken through the 
prophet Isaiah: He took up our infirmities and carried our diseases. 


(Matthew 8:5-17) 
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Christ and the Gentiles One aspect of the Gospel accounts that is 
not given sufficient attention is our Lord’s encounters with those who 
were not of the children of Israel. We remember his stating quite 
clearly to the Canaanite pagan woman who persistently badgered him to 
heal her daughter, that he was sent only to the House of Israel. His 
apparent lack of response to her drew forth her act of faith which was 
immediately rewarded by him with the cure she sought. We remember 
our Lord’s meeting with the pagan and superstitious Pontius Pilate. 
Presumably the language they spoke was Greek, though it could have 
been Latin. Our Lord was courteous and made some allowances for 
Pilate, saying that those who handed him over had the greater guilt. 
Within a few minutes and having hardly defended himself, he had 
convinced Pilate of his innocence, but Pilate was weak in the face of 
threats from the Jewish leaders. During his public ministry our Lord 
also made some excursions into nearby pagan territory. Our Gospel 
passage today (Matthew 8:5-17) narrates our Lord’s meeting with a 
centurion. Perhaps the account is another version of the event described 
elsewhere in which the centurion sent Jewish delegates to intercede for 
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him. It is not clear, but one certainly gets the impression that the 
centurion was not of the Faith, even if he was partial to it. So then, the 
centurion comes to our Lord to ask his help. Let us place ourselves in 
the scene, with the centurion before our Lord and full of respect for the 
holy man who has so much power from God. Let us gaze on our Lord 
and notice his response to the request on behalf of his gravely ill 
servant. Immediately he offers to go and heal him. There is a personal 
love and concern in his offer to go, for he can see the anguish of the 
centurion together with his humility in coming before him. Our Lord 
would have seen in the centurion a representative of the peoples he 
loved far beyond the chosen people, a representative of all those who 
would turn to him as the answer to their needs. 

The response of the centurion was most surprising to our Lord, 
humanly speaking. The centurion said to our Lord that he did not 
deserve to have him in his home. “Just say the word, and my serx’ant 
will be healed .” Here was an officer of the armies of Rome, a centurion 
of the occupation forces, saying to our Lord that he was simply 
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unworthy to admit Jesus of Nazareth to his own house. It bespeaks a 
deep humility, an awareness of his own sins and limitations and a clear 
perception that in Jesus he beheld a very, very holy personage. 
Moreover, this humility was accompanied by a simple and great faith in 
our Lord’s power and goodness. Just say the word and what I have 
asked will immediately be done. The words and attitude of the 
centurion, St Matthew writes, astonished our Lord. In his human 
knowledge he was amazed and he said to those following him that he 
had not seen anything like it in Israel. It was a manifest praise for the 
centurion. He immediately saw in the centurion a portent of what was 
to come in the future well beyond his own death and resurrection. 
Many from the nations would come to him as had this centurion and, 
placing their faith in him, would “take their places at the feast with 
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven.” They would find 
salvation through faith in him. Our Lord was pointing to the fulfilment 
of the promise made long ago to Abraham that through him all the 
nations of the earth would be blessed. Jesus was that blessing, and the 
centurion represented the nations of the future who would be members 
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of his body the Church. The Gospel scene reminds us of the mission 
each Christian has in the world to be an instrument of Christ’s presence 
among men, enabling all who do not as yet know Christ to find him and 
have faith in him and so be saved. How are the peoples to come to 
know Christ? It is through the daily life in the world of those who do 
know him and who do have faith in him. The call of all mankind is to 
know and love Jesus and to find life in union with him. This will 
happen through the witness of his disciples, the lay faithful whose 
vocation is to live in and bear witness in the world. 

The most beautiful and far-reaching service we can do to anyone 
is to enable that person to meet Jesus, to get to know him, to learn to 
appeal to him and above all humbly to have faith in him. The centurion 
of our Gospel passage today shows what is possible in the hearts of 
those who have not yet met Jesus. The prayer of the centurion was so 
good that it amazed our Lord, and it is this very prayer that the priest 
prays at Mass just before giving Holy Communion to those 



participating. It is a wonderful prayer and ought be used by 
frequently during life. 
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Thirteenth Sunday of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 47 (46):2 All peoples, clap your hands. Cry to 
God with shouts of joy! 

Collect O God, who through the grace of adoption chose us to be 
children of light, grant, we pray, that we may not be wrapped in the 
darkness of error but always be seen to stand in the bright light of truth. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 2 Kings 4: 8-11.14-16; Psalm 88; 

Romans 6:3-4.9-11; Matthew 10:37-42 

Jesus said to his apostles: “Anyone who loves his father or mother 
more than me is not worthy of me; anyone who loves his son or 
daughter more than me is not worthy of me; and anyone who does not 
take his cross and follow me is not worthy of me. Whoever finds his life 
will lose it, and whoever loses his life for my sake will find it. He who 
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receives you receives me, and he who receives me receives the one who 
sent me. Anyone who receives a prophet because he is a prophet will 
receive a prophet’s reward, and anyone who receives a righteous man 
because he is a righteous man will receive a righteous man \s reward. 
And if anyone gives even a cup of cold water to one of these little ones 
because he is my disciple, I tell you the truth, he will certainly not lose 
his reward (Matthew 10: 37-42) 

Lay Faithful In our Gospel today our Lord speaks of the supreme 
place which he must occupy in the heart of the one who believes in him. 
He refers to those who love their father and their mother, their son and 
their daughter (Matthew 10: 37-42). So we are led to think of the 
calling of the lay faithful as disciples of Christ and what this calling 
means for them. Typically, the lay person in the Church is the person 
of family and of work in the world. He is the person of house and some 
material possessions. His life and that of his family is inextricably tied 
to the world and to its improvement. He supports himself and his 
family, and he develops his own potential, precisely through his 



1545 


involvement in the world. His natural situation in which God has 
placed him, is that of the world. He will get to heaven as one whose 
mi lieu and constant arena of activity is the world. Now, if he is to be a 
disciple, our Lord says, he must love him — Jesus — more than 
anything else, more than father or mother, son or daughter, more, even, 
than his very life. How, then, can we describe the vocation of the lay 
faithful? Their vocation is distinct from that of, say, the ordained priest 
and the consecrated religious. What are its characteristics? How is the 
typical layperson to make Christ the ruling Person of his life as he seeks 
to earn his living, build his home, cultivate his farm, build up his 
necessary possessions, and raise his children? To begin with, the lay 
faithful must understand that he has a distinct dignity in the sight of 
God and the Church. He has a precious calling from Christ to order and 
develop the world and its inhabitants according to the plan of God. By 
God’s design, he is a co-sustainer and co-developer with God. Just as 
God continues to sustain and develop the world and increase his 
children who populate it, so the lay person collaborates with God in this 
master activity. The world is entrusted to the lay faithful to be cared 
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for, developed, populated and made good in the sight of the Creator and 
according to his plan. This is the path to holiness of the laity, lived in 
union with Christ and for love of him. In this way the Word made flesh 
— Priest, Prophet and King of mankind — continues to serve his Father 
in the world. 

That is to say, the vocation of the lay faithful is to participate in 
their own way in the priestly, prophetic and kingly office of Jesus 
Christ. They share in the office of Jesus Christ precisely as Priest 
especially by their distinctive participation in the holy Eucharist, 
supported by a holy life. In the Eucharist they offer, in Christ, their 
own lives as a spiritual sacrifice, with all their works, their prayers, 
their undertakings, their family life, their daily work and hardships 
borne with patience, and even their consolations of body and spirit. 
They offer everything to God and, dedicated to Christ and consecrated 
by the Holy Spirit, they offer the world itself to God. United to Christ 
the Prophet they share in his prophetic office. This they do by 
welcoming in faith the word of Christ and proclaiming it to the world 
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by the witness of their lives, by their words, their evangelizing action, 
and by their work of catechesis. This evangelizing action gains a 
special efficacy because it is accomplished in the ordinary 
circumstances of the world. They unite themselves to Christ as King of 
kings and participate in his kingly office because they have received 
from him the power to overcome the sin in themselves and in the world 
by self-denial and the holiness of their lives. They exercise various 
ministries at the service of the community and they imbue temporal 
activities and the institutions of society with moral values. Their 
ambient, their milieu, is especially the world. In the world they live out 
their vocation in union with Christ and endeavour to make the world 
what God intends it to be. Theirs is a tremendously important vocation 
because there is ever a struggle to resist the decline, the corruption and 
the collapse of the world into the cesspool that awaits it because of the 
original Fall. If there is much in the world that entices man to sin and 
evil, if there is much out there that causes suffering, with even greater 
reason ought every member of the lay faithful hear the summons of 
Christ to share in his priestly, prophetic and kingly office precisely in 
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the world of family, neighbourhood, government, culture and everyday 
life. St Louis of France had as his ambition to ensure by his temporal 
rule that all subjects of his kingdom would get to heaven. 

In all of their thoughts, words and actions in the world, the 
thought of Christ ought be supreme for the lay faithful. They are called 
to make Jesus Christ the Lord of their lives, and then endeavour to 
enthrone Christ as Lord of the world — Lord of lords and King of 
kings. To him has been given all authority in heaven and on earth. 
United with him, the lay faithful endeavour all their days to bring about 
the universal acknowledgment of this. Let Christ reign, then! 

Further reading : The Catechism of the Catholic Church , nos. 897-913 
(Laity in Christ’s mission) 
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Monday of the Thirteenth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 47 (46):2 All peoples, clap your hands. Cry to 
God with shouts of joy! 

Collect O God, who through the grace of adoption chose us to be 
children of light, grant, we pray, that we may not be wrapped in the 
darkness of error but always be seen to stand in the bright light of truth. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Genesis 18:16-33; Psalm 102; Matthew 8:18-22 

When Jesus saw the crowd around him, he gave orders to cross to the 
other side of the lake. Then a teacher of the law came to him and scud, 
Teacher, / will follow you wherever you go. Jesus replied, Foxes have 
holes and birds of the cur have nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to 
lay his head. Another disciple said to him, Lord, first let me go and 
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bury my father. But Jesus told him, Follow me, and let the dead bury 
their own dead. (Matthew 8:18-22) 

All It Costs In our Gospel scene today our Lord is with the crowds 
and he gives orders to cross to the other side of the lake. Interestingly, 
it is one of the scribes, a teacher of the law, who comes to him and says 
— addressing him as Master, or Teacher — that “7 will follow you 
wherever you go.” As a passing observation, this detail given to us by 
Matthew indicates that it was by no means the case that all the scribes 
and Pharisees pursued Jesus in order to eliminate him. There is this 
particular scribe, and we remember how Nicodemus, one of the leaders 
of the Jews used come to Jesus by night to hear him and to ask 
questions. He said that “we” know — “we” know, and not just “I” 
know — that you, Jesus, come from God because no-one could perform 
the works that you do unless God were with him. The implication is 
that some others of the leaders thought this too. So our Lord attracted 
and convinced persons from all classes of society, including from the 
class of those who were most hostile to him and who eventually 
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condemned him to death. Be that as it may, our scribe today tells our 
Lord that he is ready to follow him wherever he chose to go. Our 
Lord’s response seems to indicate that the scribe was not understanding 
that this would cost. On another occasion a wealthy young man, a man 
of excellent moral and religious background, came with great eagerness 
to our Lord and asked what more he needed to do to gain eternal life 
(Mark 10:17-27). So good a man was he that our Lord looked on him 
with love and proceeded to tell him how he could be “perfect.” It was a 
risk our Lord himself was taking (in telling him this), but out of love he 
took it. Go, he told the young man, sell what you have and give it to the 
poor, and come, follow me. But the young man went away sad. He 
was not prepared to make such a sacrifice. The following of Christ is 
what will lead to the perfection of man, but it costs. It is an attainable 
ideal and Christ holds it out to each of us, but it requires detachment 
from all else and making him the supreme love of one’s life. 

The scribe of our Gospel today (Matthew 8:18-22) not only 
evokes from Christ a reminder that the following of him involves a cost, 
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a cost we must be prepared to pay. It also reminds us that the person of 
Jesus is the object of man’s deepest love and striving. Our Lord accepts 
the appropriateness of the scribe’s ambition to follow him wherever he 
chooses to go. He does not call that into question. He does not say, do 
not follow me as such — follow rather God and his Law. He does not 
correct a kind of hero worship that inappropriately and implicitly places 
him before God. No, Christ accepts the complete appropriateness of a 
person leaving all to follow him wherever he might go. Indeed, he 
requires that of any of his disciples. On another occasion our Lord said 
that anyone who wishes to be his disciple must renounce himself and 
take up his cross every day and follow in his footsteps. He even said, 
expressing it in hyperbole, in terms of a metaphor, that a person must be 
prepared to hate his father, mother and family, otherwise he is not 
worthy to be his disciple. All this is to say that our Lord expected from 
his disciple the gift of his entire love. No other prophet ever expected 
or required this. John the Baptist, the greatest of the prophets, readily 
conceded his disciples to our Lord, saying that he himself was no more 
than the friend of the bridegroom. Now that the bridegroom had 
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arrived, his own path was to recede. Christ, who came to give his life 
for all mankind, presents himself as the object of mankind’s love. This 
is an absolutely preposterous position unless Christ is taken to be 
divine. The discipleship Christ expects is that which is given to God. It 
is as simple as that. So, there was a man who expected to be loved and 
followed as if he were God. This same man laid down his life that all 
might live forever. Indeed, in various ways he proved that he is divine. 
He is the Messiah, and while truly the son of man he is first and 
foremost the Son of the living God. To such a person we can say, I will 
follow you wherever you go. But as he said to the scribe, we must 
count the cost, and cost there will be. 

Let us place ourselves in the presence of Jesus as if we are that 
scribe of today’s Gospel. We stand in the presence of the jewel of the 
human race, the incomparable Man of the ages who, while being truly 
man is at the same time the living God. Let us tell him in our hearts 


that we wish to follow him. Let us at the same time ask him for the 
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grace to forego whatever is shown to be an obstacle in our daily 
following of him who is the Master. 
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Tuesday of the Thirteenth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 47 (46):2 All peoples, clap your hands. Cry to 
God with shouts of joy! 

Collect O God, who through the grace of adoption chose us to be 
children of light, grant, we pray, that we may not be wrapped in the 
darkness of error but always be seen to stand in the bright light of truth. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Genesis 19:15-29; Psalm 25; Matthew 8:23-27 

Then Jesus got into the boat and his disciples followed him. Without 
warning, a furious storm came up on the lake, so that the waves swept 
over the boat. But Jesus was sleeping. The disciples went and woke 
him, saying, Lord, save us! We’re going to drown! He replied, You of 
little faith, why are you so afraid? Then he got up and rebuked the 


winds and the waves, and it was completely calm. The men were 
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amazed and asked, What kind of man is this? Even the winds and the 
waves obey him! (Matthew 8:23-27) 

Christ Asleep There are, I suggest, two aspects of our scene of 
Christ in today’s Gospel passage that are worth reflecting on. Earlier in 
the chapter St Matthew reports the intense ministry of Jesus and the 
great crowds. He now got into the boat, with his disciples following 
him. Then, “ without warning a furious storm broke on the lake”, but 
what do we see? Jesus is sound asleep. The Christian contemplates 
Christ as presented in the Gospels, so let us gaze on the sleeping Christ, 
undisturbed by the pounding sea about him. St Matthew tells us that the 
waves were sweeping over the boat, but Jesus slept on. We cannot 
imagine that our Lord was acting in a sort of pretence and choosing to 
ignore the plight of his disciples, while giving the impression of 
sleeping. No, he was sound asleep in his humanity. This suggests a 
few things. Firstly, it suggests the tremendous intensity of his ministry 
and the absolute gift of himself to the people in his work. The chapter 
tells us of the greatness of the multitudes and of how he cast out the 
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demons afflicting them and healed “ all who were sick.'" He acted “ in 
fulfilment of the word spoken by Isaiah the prophet, He took our 
infirmities upon himself and bore our sicknesses.’" Humanly, Christ 
was in the prime of his strength, and here we see him sunk in absolute 
sleep in the midst of a violent storm. According to his terrified 
disciples (who themselves were quite used to the sea) they were in 
mortal danger. So we see in our Lord’s weariness the sign of his utter 
dedication to afflicted man. He was spending himself and this would 
reach its apogee at Calvary. At the same time, the picture of Christ 
asleep suggests something further. It suggests the profound tranquillity 
of his soul and his absolute rest in the love of his heavenly Father. It is 
impossible to penetrate the peace of Christ’s soul, but I suggest his deep 
sleep is a manifestation of it. Consider the soul of Christ in deep and 
tranquil sleep, so tranquil as to be undisturbed by a storm at sea. Jesus 
who gave himself to man was inexpressibly united to his heavenly 


Father. 
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But now, the desperate disciples, at their wits’ end because of 
the plight that had enveloped them, shake our Lord out of his slumber 
and appeal to him to save them. Ponder on that request. The elements 
of the sea were overpowering. What could the greatest mariner, or the 
greatest commander, or the greatest ruler do in such a situation? In that 
predicament all would be equally helpless. Yet here the disciples come 
to our Lord and ask him to save them for they were in deadly peril. It 
bespeaks their instinctive trust in his power. They would have had no 
idea in such a moment what he could or would do, but they instinctively 
turned to him as their only saviour in such a moment. Lord, save us, for 
we are about to go! It is the prayer that ought to rise from the hearts of 
the peoples from generation to generation as fortunes rise and fall. It is 
the prayer which each of us ought to pray in moments of great 
difficulty, and, I would suggest, it is a prayer not only for Christians. 
Non-Christians too ought turn to that prayer and allow it to come to 
their lips in moments of great difficulty. Turn to Christ who may 
appear to be sleeping. Turn to him and importunately direct your 
prayer to him asking that he save you from the difficulty, but ask with 



1559 


the faith he would like to see you have. Remember our Gospel scene 
(Matthew 8:23-27) when you pray that prayer. Consider all the persons 
Christ assisted in the very chapter prior to our scene today. They did 
not have the fullness of faith that he would have like them to have. 
They did not understand all of who he really was, and yet they came to 
him for his help and he gave it to them. Our prayer today is a 
wonderful prayer. Lord, save us for we are going down! And what did 
Christ do? He rose and gently rebuked them for failing to have faith. 
With a word, he commanded the winds and the sea and all was 
immediately calm. The man Jesus has full power and authority over the 
world for he is none other than the Lord God himself, the divine Son of 
the Father almighty. He is God the Son who has become true man, a 
man who sleeps from exhaustion, a man who is so accessible. 

Let us gaze with love and adoration on this wonderful Man who 
is our Lord and God. He loves us and has delivered himself up for each 
of us. As St Paul writes, Christ loved me and delivered himself up for 
me. He asks that I love him and that I join with him in his mission of 




1560 


bringing him to the world. Our Gospel scene reminds us that if Christ 
is at the centre of the world, all will be well. Whatever be the storms, 
with him in the midst, salvation is at hand. He and he only is the 
Saviour of the world. 


rb*>©®dV 





1561 


Wednesday of the Thirteenth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 47 (46):2 All peoples, clap your hands. Cry to 
God with shouts of joy! 

Collect O God, who through the grace of adoption chose us to be 
children of light, grant, we pray, that we may not be wrapped in the 
darkness of error but always be seen to stand in the bright light of truth. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Genesis 21:5.8-20; Psalm 33; Matthew 8:28-34 

When Jesus arrived at the other side in the region of the Gadarenes, 
two demon-possessed men coming from the tombs met him. They were 
so violent that no-one could pass that way. What do you want with us, 
Son of God? they shouted. Have you come here to torture us before the 
appointed time? Some distance from them a large herd of pigs was 


feeding. The demons begged Jesus, If you drive us out, send us into the 
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herd of pigs. He said to them, Go! So they came out and went into the 
pigs, and the whole herd rushed down the steep bank into the lake and 
died in the water. Those tending the pigs ran off, went into the town 
and reported cdl this, including what had happened to the 
demon-possessed men. Then the whole town went out to meet Jesus. 
And when they saw him, they pleaded with him to leave their region. 
(Matthew 8:28-34) 

Response to God There was a time several decades ago when it was 
difficult for many to see how the study of religion in Australian 
universities and secondary schools could be justified. It seemed so 
inextricably linked with personal, subjective religion and so little 
connected with an objective academic study. For many reasons this 
was so very short-sighted and somewhat difficult to understand now, 
but one breakthrough came when it dawned on many that the study of 
man’s religions provides a window through which one can study man. 
Just as literature and history and the humanities generally involve a 
study of man, so too does his religion. For this reason religious studies 
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has been widely included in the university schools of humanities and 
social sciences. One deficiency in this development is that the study of 
religion has often left aside the question of the truth of religion. It has 
tended to focus simply on the way societies happen to worship and 
think, and on comparing one religion with the other. It becomes simply 
a study of man and his thought. This leads to a further consideration 
about the thought of God entertained by man and society. I remember 
years ago I was teaching religion in a state high school and I asked a 
boy in the class who he thought God was. He, a Christian, said that 
God was a good spirit. Yet we notice that in the rituals and myths of 
some peoples, the higher powers are imagined as not being simply 
good, but rather as threatening and unloving. Some scholars of 
Buddhism maintain that there is a strong body of evidence which 
suggests that classic Buddhism in effect denies the existence of a loving 
Creator. All this is to say that the study of religion shows man’s notion 
of and response to the divine to be ambivalent. Man can be suspicious 
of God and even hostile to him. Well now, with that as our context, let 
us look at our Gospel passage today and observe the reception that 
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Jesus Christ received from the (pagan) people he visited. Their 
response to his visit amounts to a parable illustrating how man often 
receives his God. 

Christ in our scene (the pagan region of the Gadarenes) was 
immediately met with a violent suspicion by the two demoniacs. It is a 
picture of what so often happens when God draws near to the world. 
All things both visible and invisible came from his hand and yet so 
much of it went bad, and when he approaches the world he is received 
with hostility. Look at the segment of God’s creation in our Gospel 
today, and consider what has happened to the work of his hands. We 
read that “two demon-possessed men coming from the tombs met him. 
They were so violent that no-one could pass that way. What do you 
want with us, Son of God? they shouted. Have you come here to torture 
us before the appointed time?” (Matthew 8: 28-34). God’s garden, the 
garden of the human soul, is here inhabited now by the evil one. We 
have two men inhabited by demons. They hate and fear the coming of 
the Son of God and want him away, for they know he will radically 
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disturb their ugly and repulsive dominion. And so he does. At a word 
they are driven out and proceed to do more damage to the work of God. 
“So they came out and went into the pigs, and the whole herd rushed 
down the steep bank into the lake and died in the water.'’’’ The next step 
in the scene is all of a piece with what has just happened. The 
inhabitants come out, see what has happened, and they too are filled 
with suspicion. God has come among them and they are apprehensive 
and suspicious. The goodness of God is not recognized and accepted. 
They ask him to go. We are reminded of what St John writes in the 
Prologue of his Gospel, that the Word was made flesh and dwelt among 
us. He came unto his own and his own did not receive him. What a 
wonder! It ought cause us to marvel that man so often tends not to 
receive the good God when God comes to bless him and to liberate him 
from the evil that has taken root in his heart and in the world around 
him. Our Gospel scene today of Christ being asked to leave after 
having brought a blessing is a harbinger of what would come. 
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Let us choose to be completely otherwise. Let us gaze on Jesus, 
mankind’s embodiment of all that is good, indeed the embodiment of 
the divine. Christ is the embodiment of the divine, for St Paul writes 
that in Christ dwells the fullness of the Godhead bodily. He is the 
blessing that has come to humanity, and our response should be one of 
total and grateful acceptance. Christ is the light and the life of man, and 
man’s good consists in receiving him unreservedly. Let us then entrust 
ourselves to the care of Jesus Christ and walk with him daily and 
without reserve. 
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Thursday of the Thirteenth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 47 (46):2 All peoples, clap your hands. Cry to 
God with shouts of joy! 

Collect O God, who through the grace of adoption chose us to be 
children of light, grant, we pray, that we may not be wrapped in the 
darkness of error but always be seen to stand in the bright light of truth. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Genesis 22:1-19; Psalm 114; Matthew 9:1-8 

Jesus stepped into a boat, crossed over and came to his own town. 
Some men brought to him a paralytic, lying on a mat. When Jesus saw 
their faith, he scud to the paralytic, Take heart, son; your sins are 
forgiven. At this, some of the teachers of the law said to themselves, 
This fellow is blaspheming! Knowing their thoughts, Jesus said, Why do 
you entertain evil thoughts in your hearts? Which is easier: to say, 
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‘Your sins are forgiven, ’ or to say, ‘Get up and walk’? But so that you 
may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins. . . 
. Then he said to the paralytic, Get up, take your mat and go home. 
And the man got up and went home. When the crowd saw this, they 
were filled with awe; and they praised God, who had given such 
authority to men. (Matthew 9:1-8) 

Christ and the Sinner One of the most notable things God has 
revealed about himself — as portrayed in the person and words of Jesus 
Christ — is his attitude to those who recognize, with sorrow, that they 
are sinners. We remember the scribes, Pharisees and religious leaders 
who hauled into the presence of our Lord a woman caught in adultery. 
Incidentally, whatever happened to the man involved in this adultery 
with her? We are told that the leaders were out to trap our Lord with 
their question about what to do with her. Moses ordered that such 
women be stoned — now, what about you? We know the sequel. Our 
Lord was kind to the woman, refusing to “condemn” her and directing 
her not to sin again. As to the others, he silently unmasked their own 
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sins before their consciences till none were left with the woman. The 
point is that he, all-holy, was compassionate to her who was profoundly 
conscious of her sins, while he was scathing with those who were 
oblivious of their own sins while condemning her. We remember the 
story he told of the Pharisee and the Publican both praying in the 
Temple. The Pharisee prayed “to himself,” reminding God of all the 
good things he did, and despising the Publican who could only beat his 
breast and repeat, O God, be merciful to me, a sinner. He, the Publican, 
went home right with God while the other did not. Our Lord looked 
kindly on the one who was conscious of his sins. We remember his 
passing through Jericho and the chief tax collector, Zacchaeus, ran 
ahead of the crowd in order to have a better view of Jesus as he passed 
by. Jesus approached with the crowd, stopped, looked up, doubtless 
with a marvelous smile, and invited himself to Zacchaeus’ home for 
dinner. He called him by name and had instantly read his heart. He 
was a sinner who, obscurely, yearned for the friendship of God. Christ 
was compassionate towards this leading sinner who had robbed and 


swindled those whom, on behalf of the Roman authorities, he had taxed. 
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Christ described himself as the Good Shepherd. Elsewhere he spoke of 
the shepherd going out for the stray, and with immense joy bringing it 
back on his shoulders. 

All of this brings us to our Gospel today (Matthew 9: 1-8). It 
tells us of Christ’s compassion as shown in his healing of the paralytic 
and sending him home carrying his mat, to the astonishment of all 
present. It is this, but much more. It is tells us of Christ’s compassion 
as shown in his forgiveness of the sins of the paralytic. The event 
seems to be the same one reported in Mark 2 and Luke 5. Let us notice 
what happens, and especially the first thing our Lord tells the sick man. 
He tells him to have courage ( tharsei , imperative, from tharseo, and 
derived from tharsos, courage). Have courage! Take heart! You are not 
alone against the odds. He addresses him as teknon, child, son — in 
other words with great familiarity. Then comes the surprise for all: 
Your sins are forgiven you! It would appear that what was burdening 
the paralytic was especially the thought of his sins, which he may have 
assumed was the reason for his paralysis. But what we ought to notice 
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is our Lord’s gentle and warm friendship for one who was thus 
burdened with his sins. Our Lord regarded sin as the first condition to 
be healed, and, indeed, his healing was merely the sign of this primary 
mission he had of taking away sins. Having challenged his silent 
accusers, our Lord forthwith demonstrated his power to forgive sins by 
healing the man of his paralysis. Our Lord regarded sin as the principal 
misery, and on rising from the dead the first mission he gave to his 
Apostles was that of the forgiveness of sins. We read (in John 20) that 
on appearing to his disciples for the first time as a group (at the end of 
the day of his Resurrection) he breathed on them and imparted to them 
the Holy Spirit. At that, he gave them the mission to forgive sins. 
“ Whoe ver’s sins you forgive they are forgiven them, and whoever’s sins 
you retain, they are retain .” With those words he instituted the 
Sacrament of the forgiveness of sins. Sin was the fundamental 
affliction of mankind, and where our Lord saw that this was recognized, 
his heart went out to the person concerned. Our Lord shows a special 
love for the repentant sinner who yearns to be reconciled to God. God 
is compassionate to the one who recognizes he is a sinner. 
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Let us learn to recognize our sins while placing ourselves in the 
presence of our Saviour. We are sinners all, but the danger is — 
especially in a culture that is secular and which therefore regards God 
as scarcely an objective reality — that we shall not recognize our sins. 
We tend to regard sin as unimportant. What is important is wrongdoing 
that is noticed by society. Sin that is seen only by God is peripheral to 
the real business of life. Let us develop in ourselves a true sense of sin, 
all the while asking for the grace to seek repentance. God will draw 
near to us and love us, and bring us into his friendship. 
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Friday of the Thirteenth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 47 (46):2 All peoples, clap your hands. Cry to 
God with shouts of joy! 

Collect O God, who through the grace of adoption chose us to be 
children of light, grant, we pray, that we may not be wrapped in the 
darkness of error but always be seen to stand in the bright light of truth. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Amos 8:4-6.9-12; Psalm 118; Matthew 9: 9-13 

4.s' Jesus went on from there, he saw a man named Matthew sitting at 
the tax collector’s booth. Follow me, he told him, and Matthew got up 
and followed him. While Jesus was having dinner at Matthew’s house, 
many tax collectors and sinners came and ate with him and his 
disciples. When the Pharisees saw this, they asked his disciples, Why 
does your teacher eat with tax collectors and ‘sinners ’? On hearing 
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this, Jesus said, It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. 
But go and learn what this means: 7 desire mercy, not sacrifice. ’ For I 
have not come to ccdl the righteous, but sinners. (Matthew 9: 9-13) 

The Ordinary In their analysis of the rise and establishment of 
kingdoms or the great military success of certain conquerors, historians 
have often noticed the importance of a careful selection by the central 
protagonist of the right collaborators. By that I mean collaborators who 
have certain outstanding abilities and who collaborate appropriately 
with him. It could be said that at its height Napoleon Bonaparte’s 
military success was due in no small measure to the qualities of his 
chosen generals. It stands to reason that the success of a democratic 
government will depend not only on the quality of the prime minister 
but on the calibre of the ministers he selects or on his judicious 
assignment of portfolios to those who have the relevant abilities. 
However, whatever we may say about the importance of careful 
selection of the right people and a far-sighted strategy, when we turn to 
Christ the matter is somewhat different. His impact on the world is 
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incalculable and we know that the Church he founded will be present 
till the end of time. It will not be like the kingdoms of this world that 
rise and fall, perhaps into oblivion. What has happened to the great 
empire of Rome? It has gone. What has happened to the empire of 
Genghis Khan? It has gone. What has happened to the Spanish empire 
of the sixteenth century? It has gone. What has happened to the British 
empire? It has gone. The kingdoms of this world come and go, but one 
kingdom will never end, a kingdom that is present in this world though 
not of it. That is the kingdom of Christ present in his Church. Christ 
came to establish God’s kingdom, and this he did. The kingdoms of 
this world are established very often by conquest. Christ established his 
kingdom by means of his own personal defeat. That is to say, it was 
precisely by his passion and death that he entered into his glory and his 
kingdom was established on earth. And what does he say to his 
commanders? He says that if they wish to follow him to glory they too 
must drink of his chalice, taking up their cross every day and following 
him to the end. Dying daily is the path to victory. 
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This pattern that seems in notable respects to fly in the face of 
the dynamics of worldly success is present also in Christ’s selection of 
his personnel. He came to establish a kingdom and one would have 
expected him to invite the most outstanding persons to assist him. In 
some cases he did — as in, say, the conversion of St Paul — but it 
cannot be described as his ordinary practice. He chose the little people, 
those who were unnoticed and at times even despised. This brings us to 
our Gospel passage today in which our Lord, going on from there 
stopped and simply invited a tax collector, no less, to follow him. A tax 
collector, as all know, was scarcely admired and Matthew in particular 
had shown no outstanding talents. He was, we might say, one of the 
little people. Yet he was invited to become one of the foundation stones 
of Christ’s Church, far and away the most important institution in the 
history of the world because it is Christ’s ongoing vehicle of 
redemption. By the simple call of today’s Gospel scene, Matthew the 
tax collector became one of the Twelve. Apart from his lifelong 
apostleship he was the inspired author of the first Gospel, and through 
that Gospel will bring countless persons into union with Jesus till the 



1577 


end of time. But our Gospel scene also shows our Lord “ having dinner 
at Matthew’s house, many tax collectors and sinners came and ate with 
him and his disciples ” (Matthew 9: 9-13). Those many tax collectors 
and sinners surely represent the countless sinners who have drawn near 
to Christ and have entered his enduring company over the course of 
time. They have been invited by him to be his friends and to share in 
his mission according to their measure. They have heard the call to 
sanctity and have responded according to the grace given to them. The 
advance of the Kingdom has been brought about in large measure by 
the ordinary Christian, by Matthew the tax collector, by you and me. 
This is because the great Evangelizer whom Christ has sent to sustain 
the ordinary Christian is the Holy Spirit. In him we are all strong. 
Without him we are nothing. 

Let each of us, ordinary as we may be in our calling, in our 
profession, in our work and in our abilities, know that Christ has called 
us to his friendship and to share in his mission of bringing him to the 
world around us. We might be ordinary, but we have with us an 
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extraordinary resource to assist us in our friendship with the Master. 
That divine resource is the very Spirit of God and of Christ, the Holy 
Spirit. By his grace we are able to give to all that is ordinary in our 
lives a true grandeur, a share in the grandeur of Christ himself. So then 
let us say, now I begin! 
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Saturday of the Thirteenth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 47 (46):2 All peoples, clap your hands. Cry to 
God with shouts of joy! 

Collect O God, who through the grace of adoption chose us to be 
children of light, grant, we pray, that we may not be wrapped in the 
darkness of error but always be seen to stand in the bright light of truth. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Amos 9: 11-15; Psalm 84; Matthew 9: 14-17 

Then John’s disciples came and asked Jesus, How is it that we and the 
Pharisees fast, but your disciples do not fast? Jesus answered, How can 
the guests of the bridegroom mourn while he is with them? The time 
will come when the bridegroom will be taken from them; then they will 
fast. No-one sews a patch of unshrunken cloth on an old garment, for 


the patch will pull away from the garment, making the tear worse. 
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Neither do men pour new wine into old wineskins. If they do, the skins 
will burst, the wine will run out and the wineskins will be ruined. No, 
they pour new wine into new wineskins, and both are preserved. 
(Matthew 9:14-17) 

The Bridegroom In our Gospel today our Lord is approached by 
persons who were not among his disciples, but who were excellent 
people and who truly loved God. They were disciples of John the 
Baptist and had been well taught by John. They were puzzled that, 
despite the high recognition and commendation accorded Jesus by John, 
Jesus did not seem to ask of his disciples that they fast. Perhaps they 
saw the disciples of Jesus joyful and busy with the things of the Master, 
but not bothering to deny themselves food nor some delicacies. What 
was our Lord’s response to this objection? He said, in effect, let us take 
one thing at a time. The time would come when they will fast, but it is 
not the priority just now. At this point, he is with them but when he is 
taken away from them, then would come the time to fast. That is to say, 
the priority was that his disciples make him the object of their lives and 
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that no other element in the practice of religion distract them from this. 
This was something altogether new, that he himself be the priority in 
religion. Why? He is the priority because he is the bridegroom. Our 
Gospel passage is taken from the Gospel of St Matthew. In the Gospel 
of St John, John the Baptist refers to our Lord as the bridegroom and 
himself as no more than the friend of the bridegroom. Our Lord may 
have given the reply in today’s Gospel to John’s disciples to remind 
them of what John himself had said of him. He is the bridegroom. He 
is the object of the love of God’s people, as they are of his. We 
remember, and the disciples of John would have remembered, that in 
the Prophets Yahweh God described himself as the Husband of his 
people. They were his spouse. He dwelt among them as their 
betrothed. This was the true nature of the covenant between Yahweh 
God and his people. Now here in our Gospel passage today our Lord 
describes himself as the bridegroom. He says that there is good reason 
for his disciples not fasting, for in him they have all of God’s blessings. 


It is not yet the time to fast. 
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Thus it is that an altogether new element has entered the religion 
of historical revelation. For this reason our Lord tells John’s disciples 
that “ No-one sews a patch of unshrunken cloth on an old garment, for 
the patch will pull away from the garment, making the tear worse. 
Neither do men pour new wine into old wineskins. If they do, the skins 
will burst, the wine will run out and the wineskins will be ruined. No, 
they pour new wine into new wineskins, and both are preserved ” 
(Matthew 9: 14-17). So the wine is new, as are the wineskins. The new 
and altogether dominating element in the religion revealed by God is 
precisely the person of Jesus. He himself does not simply point to God 
as did all the prophets, and above all John the Baptist, exhorting the 
people and their disciples to pray, fast and do good works in obedience 
to the God of Israel. No, our Lord points to himself, and in doing that 
he points to God his heavenly Father. He is the object and the focus of 
revealed religion. He is the Bridegroom. Revealed religion is a 
relationship of love with him. His disciples had first to realize this and 
to make it the overriding factor in their religion. Then, with him gone 
from their sight, they would indeed fast. But the fasting and the praying 
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and the good works would then be part and parcel of their love for him 
who is the Bridegroom. Let us pass on from the immediate context of 
our Gospel passage (Matthew 9: 14-17) and relate this important point 
to our own lives. Jesus Christ is the object of our religion. He himself 
is the one we are called to love and worship and serve. He is the one 
who loves us and he is the one we ourselves love. He himself is the 
Redeemer of man. He himself is the one we are called to know, love 
and serve with all our mind, heart, soul and strength. It is in him and in 
imitation of his example that we are called to love one another. I think 
it could be argued that a uniquely distinctive teaching of Christianity is 
that the Creator is not only Father, but is the Bridegroom. Is there any 
other religion that imagines the one God to be Bridegroom to man? 
Christ is that Bridegroom. The Christian religion is distinctive indeed. 

Let us resolve to spend time with Jesus, quality time, all through 
life, being with him, coming to know him and love him, learning that he 
is the Bridegroom of our souls, the Bridegroom of the Church, our 
Bridegroom in eternity. We must leam that religion is not simply its 
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practices. Religion is not simply fasting, nor is it simply good works — 
though these are necessary for authentic religion. At its heart the 
religion that God has revealed and established among men is that which 
has for its object the living person of Jesus Christ. He is the 
Bridegroom. Life is a personal friendship with him, and holiness 
consists in the generous growth in that friendship. Let us resolve then 
to make Jesus Christ the love of our hearts, and to live this in our in 
everyday life. 
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Fourteenth Sunday of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 48 (47): 10-11 Your merciful love, O God, 
we have received in the midst of your temple. Your praise, O God, like 
your name, reaches the ends of the earth; your right hand is filled with 
saving justice. 

Collect O God, who in the abasement of your Son have raised up a 
fallen world, fill your faithful with holy joy, for on those you have 
rescued from slavery to sin you bestow eternal gladness. Through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity 
of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Zechariah 9:9-10; Psalm 144; 

Romans 8: 9.11-13; Matthew 11:25-30 

At that time Jesus said, I praise you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, 
because you have hidden these things from the wise and learned, and 
revealed them to little children. Yes, Father, for this was your good 
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pleasure. All things have been committed to me by my Father. No-one 
knows the Son except the Father, and no-one knows the Father except 
the Son and those to whom the Son chooses to reveal him. Come to me, 
all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. Take my 
yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, 
and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy and my 
burden is light. (Matthew 11: 25-30) 

The Father I once saw a notice of a book about the birth of Moses 
and the birth of Buddha. It was an exercise in comparative religion, 
comparing the figures of Moses and Buddha and the differences in 
significance of each. In the past forty or fifty years there has been a 
great increase in the academic study of religion in universities and 
secondary schools, and this study has been largely comparative. For the 
convinced Christian a comparative study of religion can be valuable in 
that it can enable a person to appreciate even more the uniqueness of 
Jesus Christ. It can be a hazard if the student picks up and makes his 
own the view that all religions are of equal validity considered as the 
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truth and that, in effect, all are of equal value in the attainment of man’s 
end. Be that as it may, the most distinctive thing in the religion brought 
to man by Christ is the revelation that God is a loving Father, and that 
he is Father within a trinity of divine Persons. At the time of my 
writing this, there is at least one prominent and extensively published 
Buddhist scholar in England who firmly maintains that classic 
Buddhism does not accept the existence of a loving Creator. He 
himself is a convert to Christianity from Buddhism, so not only has he 
studied Buddhism extensively, but has been a Buddhist himself. There 
are many who maintain that while Islam insists on the unique 
transcendence of the one only God, it will not allow that we ought look 
on him as our Father, a Father with whom we can be on terms of 
intimacy. This, Islam would say, is an impertinance. It will not, of 
course, admit the Trinity, considering this to be polytheism. This 
reinforces its denial of the doctrine that God is Father to us because it 
denies that God is uniquely Father to Jesus his only-begotten divine 
Son. The religion of Judaism is set forth in the books of the Old 
Testament and in them the fatherhood of the one God is progressively 
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revealed. But it is Jesus Christ who reveals the true sense in which God 
is our Father. He is his own Father. He is the Father of Jesus Christ his 
Son, and the two persons are united in the love of the Holy Spirit, the 
third divine Person. By baptism we are made children of God our 
Father. 


In our Gospel today, our Lord praises the Lord God of heaven 
and earth, addressing him as Father. He is his own Father from all 
eternity, and as a true Father he cares for the little ones of the world, 
revealing to them the truth of what Jesus teaches about him. Our Lord 
prays, “/ praise you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you 
have hidden these things from the wise and learned, and revealed them 
to little children. Yes, Father, for this was your good pleasure. All 
things have been committed to me by my Father. No-one knows the Son 
except the Father, and no-one knows the Father except the Son and 
those to whom the Son chooses to reveal him ” (Matthew 11: 25-30). It 
is Jesus, the second divine Person of the Holy Trinity, who reveals the 
Father, just as Jesus himself is revealed by the Father. No-one knows 



1589 


the Father except the Son and those to whom the Son chooses to reveal 
him. This statement ought to be remembered by the Christian who 
reads in the field of comparative religion or who finds himself with an 
interest in it. If we want to know God our Father, we should draw near 
to Jesus. Indeed, he said to his disciples at the Last Supper that he who 
sees me sees the Father. No one comes to the Father except through 
me. And so our Lord in our Gospel passage today invites all to come to 
him. “Come to me, all you who labour and are overburdened, and 1 
will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am 
meek and humble in heart. You will find rest for your souls.” Among 
the many things we ought approach Jesus for, is the grace of knowing 
the Father. Most especially we ought to treasure the Prayer he taught us 
to pray to the Father. In the Lord’s Prayer we pray that the Father’s 
name will be hallowed and that the Father’s kingdom will come. We 
pray that our Father will answer our daily needs and that he will forgive 
us our sins, just as we forgive those who offend us. We pray that he 
will keep us from temptation and sin. All this is to say that Christ has 
taught us to look on the great and infinite God as truly our Father. 
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Let us cultivate a loving intimacy with God our Father in 
heaven. Let us not make this a matter of mere words, but let us draw 
near to Jesus, staying ever close to him and being taught by him to think 
of God as he thinks of him, to speak to God as he speaks to him, to love 
God as he loves him. That is to say, let us become devoted to the 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, his Father and our Father, his God and 
our God. He, Jesus, is himself God because he is God’s Son, and so he 
is, in a way that is absolutely beyond any other teacher of religion, 
man’s teacher of the Fatherhood of God. 

Further reading : The Catechism of the Catholic Church , 
no. 2786-2793 (Our Father) 
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Monday of the Fourteenth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 48 (47): 10-11 Your merciful love, O God, 
we have received in the midst of your temple. Your praise, O God, like 
your name, reaches the ends of the earth; your right hand is filled with 
saving justice. 

Collect O God, who in the abasement of your Son have raised up a 
fallen world, fill your faithful with holy joy, for on those you have 
rescued from slavery to sin you bestow eternal gladness. Through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity 
of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Genesis 28:10-22; Psalm 90; Matthew 9:18-26 

While Jesus was saying this, a ruler came and knelt before him and 
said, My daughter has just died. But come and put your hand on her, 
and she will live. Jesus got up and went with him, and so did his 
disciples. Just then a woman who had been subject to bleeding for 
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twelve years came up behind him and touched the edge of his cloak. 
She said to herself, If I only touch his cloak, I will be heeded. Jesus 
turned and saw her. Take heart, daughter, he said, your faith has 
heeded you. And the woman was healed from that moment. When Jesus 
entered the ruler’s house and saw the flute players and the noisy crowd, 
he said, Go away. The girl is not dead but asleep. But they laughed at 
him. After the crowd had been put outside, he went in and took the girl 
by the hand, and she got up. News of this spread through cdl that 
region. (Matthew 9: 18-26) 

The Heart of God If you were to ask the average person who is not 
very religious to reflect on what are his impressions of God, I suspect 
that he would think of some vague and distant Spirit, some Reality of 
power that is quite remote from him. If he were pressed to recollect that 
God is commonly considered as the Father Almighty, he would grant 
that he is. He is the Father of everyone and everything in the sense that 
he is the world’s ultimate origin. I suspect, though, that he would think 
that God is not personally very interested in him. If questioned further, 
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I think he would say that God expects us to revere and worship him as 
the highest Being. He expects that we do what he has commanded, and 
if we do not, then we shall be judged and condemned. How could we 
put all this, in a colloquial way? We might say that the average person 
would instinctively think that God does not have much of a heart. 
While I am speaking here of the average non-religious Western man, 
the man of the modem secular culture, I nevertheless think something 
of this can be found in the history of man’s religions. If we bear this in 
mind, we are led to wonder at the Incarnation. The Incarnation is the 
wonder of wonders. God was so interested in man that he 
commissioned his very own Son, equal to him as God, to leave the 
divine glory behind and to become as men are, and humbler still. I 
remember when Mel Gibson’s great movie came out, The Passion of 
the Christ , I went to it with many others. While the portrayal of the 
Christ’s Passion was moving and gripping, what struck me more when 
watching, say, the scourging, was the fact that here we had God being 
scourged. There he was in the movie, covered with blood and prostrate 
on the floor of the scourging area. Who was it that had been so beaten 
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up? It was the Son of God made man, the most high God, the Creator of 
all things, visible and invisible, the eternal Son of the eternal Father. 
God had become man out of love for sinful man. 

That is to say that God has a heart and every page of the 
Gospels portrays the heart of God. In our Gospel passage today 
(Matthew 9: 18-26) our Lord was speaking, and a ruler came up and 
told him that his daughter had just died. The ruler had faith in Jesus’ 
power, and our Lord immediately got up and went with him. He was 
showing his personal interest in this individual. He did not simply send 
him off assuring him that his daughter would live — he went with him 
to his home. Jesus had a heart, as we might say. But then on the way, a 
woman who had been long sick came up behind him to touch his cloak. 
Full of faith, she grasped his garment and she was healed. Our Lord 
turned and gave her his personal attention. He assured her that her faith 
had healed her. Jesus had a heart, as it were. Every person counted. 
Every person was precious. Arriving at the house, our Lord went to the 
room where the dead girl lay. He made personal and individual contact 
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with her. He was in no way remote from the individual in need. He 
took her by the hand and helped her up, raising her from the dead. We 
are speaking here of the sacred heart of Jesus. He, more than anyone 
else who ever lived, had a heart and he has that heart now, still. The 
heart of Christ reveals the heart of God and shows that God has a heart. 
That is the great revelation that has occurred and it is the message of the 
Christian religion. In Christ God reveals his heart, full of love for sinful 
man, man not in general, but man in particular. Each and every man 
and woman is the object of the boundless and tender and interested and 
compassionate love of God. The same Jesus who accompanied the 
distressed ruler to his home, the same Jesus who healed the sick 
woman, the same Jesus who raised the girl from the dead, this same 
Jesus is with us still, living and risen from the dead. Where is he? He is 
present in his body the Church. There in the Church’s life, in the 
Church’s sacraments and preaching and ministry, and most of all there 
in the Holy Eucharist, is present Christ full of love for each of us. 
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Let us then seek to know the heart of God. God has a heart, and 
the way to know the heart of God is to come to know the heart of 
Christ. How do we do this? Most especially through a prayerful 
reading and rereading of the Gospels, and living in his love. Every day 
we ought to take time out to be in the presence of Jesus, placing 
ourselves in the scenes of the Gospels, coming to know the heart of 
Christ — and then abiding in it. Let us pray for this gift of knowing the 
love of God present and revealed in the love of Christ. 
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Tuesday in the Fourteenth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 48 (47): 10 11 Your merciful love, O God, 
we have received in the midst of your temple. Your praise, O God, like 
your name, reaches the ends of the earth; your right hand is filled with 
saving justice. 

Collect O God, who in the abasement of your Son have raised up a 
fallen world, fill your faithful with holy joy, for on those you have 
rescued from slavery to sin you bestow eternal gladness. Through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity 
of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Genesis 32:22-32; Psalm 16; Matthew 9:32-38 

While they were going out, a man who was demon-possessed and could 
not talk was brought to Jesus. And when the demon was driven out, the 
man who had been mute spoke. The crowd was amazed and said, 
Nothing like this has ever been seen in Israel. But the Pharisees said, It 
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is by the prince of demons that he drives out demons. Jesus went 
through all the towns and villages, teaching in their synagogues, 
preaching the good news of the kingdom and healing every disease and 
sickness. When he saw the crowds, he had compassion on them, 
because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a 
shepherd. Then he said to his disciples, The harvest is plentiful but the 
workers are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out 
workers into his harvest field. (Matthew 9:32-38) 

The Harvest There is a revealing remark that arose from the hearts 
of the crowds when they saw all that Jesus was doing. It was that 
“nothing like this has ever been seen in Israel Abraham had a great 
and foundational call from God. He was the father in faith of his 
people, a hero of faith. But in terms of personal powers and moral 
stature, he could not be compared with Jesus. Consider any of the 
patriarchs, or any of the prophets. Consider Moses. Moses worked 
some very great miracles. At God’s command he caused the disasters 
to come upon Egypt and forced the Pharaoh to allow his people to go. 
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He led his people through the Red Sea. He went up the mountain to 
converse with God and received from him the Ten Commandments. He 
was the greatest of the prophets, but Jesus, the new Moses who led the 
people out of the slavery of sin to a new life in God, was far greater and 
his works alone illustrated this. With the greatest of ease, at a simple 
word, Christ drove out demons, he healed cripples and all forms of 
sickness, he effortlessly raised the dead, at a word he commanded and 
controlled storms, he walked on the sea, he fed thousands with a 
handful of food. He “ went through all the towns and villages, teaching 
in their synagogues, preaching the good news of the kingdom ”. As 
John says in his Prologue, the Law came through Moses, but grace and 
truth came through Jesus Christ. Jesus was the greatest moral and 
religious personage ever to appear in Israel, and the one with most 
personal power over nature, the world and the underworld, a power he 
used strictly for the purposes of his spiritual mission. The only way this 
can be denied is by gratuitously denying the authenticity of the Gospel 
accounts. At the same time he was profoundly humble, and as we read 
in our Gospel passage today he was filled with compassion for the 
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crowds, “because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a 
shepherd Our Gospel passage places Jesus before us and invites us to 
say with the crowds that “nothing like this has every been seen in 
Israel.” 


Let us place ourselves in his presence with the aid of the Gospel 
scene today (Matthew 9:32-38) and listen to his words. He is gazing on 
the crowds before him and he sees the harvest ahead. It is plentiful. He 
is undoubtedly looking beyond the crowds before him to the entire 
world. He looks ahead to when he has gone from their sight and is 
thinking of the salvation of the world, generation after generation. 
Indeed, he thinks of each one of us. St Paul writes that before the world 
began, God chose us in Christ to be holy and full of love in his sight. 
God chose us before the world began. He chose us with a vocation to 
be in union with Jesus. Christ looks ahead to each of us and to each 
man and woman to come. That is the harvest ahead and the harvest is 
great. The greatest task ahead is that the person of Jesus be brought to 
each man and woman of each generation. That is the great work of 
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God, for salvation is to be found in Jesus. Jesus Christ is the Saviour of 
the world, and as Peter said before the Sanhedrin, there is no other 
name by which men are to be saved. If those who have not known 
Jesus are found to be saved — as we most certainly expect will be the 
case in countless instances — then it has been through the one Saviour 
of the world, Jesus Christ. The great harvest to be reaped is bringing 
the world of each generation to the knowledge and love of Jesus. As 
our Lord says in our Gospel today, the workers are few. That is to say, 
all those who believe in Jesus and who therefore belong to him are 
called to enter the work. That work is to bring him to others. All the 
disciples of Christ share in the mission of the Master. The labourers are 
few, so we must pray to the Lord of the harvest that he will send more 
and more labourers into the harvest. The missionary dynamism which 
we see portrayed in the person of Jesus in our Gospel scene today ought 
characterise the life of every Christian. Every Christian is called to 
share in the work of Jesus, so clearly portrayed in our Gospel of today. 
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Let us gaze on the person of Jesus. Nothing like him was ever 
seen in Israel. He is the jewel of our race and is the Saviour of the 
world. Let all who understand this, willingly accept his friendship and 
resolve to grow in it. On the basis of that friendship, let us enter into 
his mission of bringing him to the world. Therein lies the hope and 
salvation of man. 
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Wednesday of the Fourteenth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 48 (47): 10-11 Your merciful love, O God, 
we have received in the midst of your temple. Your praise, O God, like 
your name, reaches the ends of the earth; your right hand is filled with 
saving justice. 

Collect O God, who in the abasement of your Son have raised up a 
fallen world, fill your faithful with holy joy, for on those you have 
rescued from slavery to sin you bestow eternal gladness. Through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity 
of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Genesis 41:55-57;42:5-7.17-24; Psalm 32; 

Matthew 10:1-7 

Jesus called his twelve disciples to him and gave them authority to drive 
out evil spirits and to heal every disease and sickness. These are the 
names of the twelve apostles: first, Simon (who is called Peter) and his 
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brother Andrew; James son of Zebedee, and his brother John; Philip 
and Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew the tax collector; James son of 
Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus; Simon the Zealot and Judas Iscariot, who 
betrayed him. These twelve Jesus sent out with the following 
instructions: Do not go among the Gentiles or enter any town of the 
Samaritans. Go rather to the lost sheep of Israel. As you go, preach 
this message: ‘The kingdom of heaven is near. ’ (Matthew 10:1-7) 

Judas In our Gospel passage today our Lord is laying the 

foundations of his Church. He has chosen the Twelve and now he is 
entrusting them with a share in his mission and endowing them with a 
portion of his divine powers. “Jesus called his twelve disciples to him 
and gave them authority to drive out evil spirits and to heal every 
disease and sickness. ” He sent them out, saying “As you go, preach this 
message: 'The kingdom of heaven is near”'’ (Matthew 10:1-7). As we 
can see from various passages in the Gospels, they were not yet fully 
clear as to what the kingdom of heaven really was or entailed. This 
understanding would come. The kingdom of heaven was present in its 
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fullness in the person of Jesus, and entry into that kingdom is achieved 
by receiving the gift of his Spirit and the union with Jesus that results 
from this. But let us consider one of the Twelve, one of his chosen 
disciples who was endowed with a share in both his mission and his 
powers and who, in the event, did not enter the kingdom. The names 
of the twelve apostles are given, and at the end of the list is the ominous 
and sad addition of Judas Iscariot, to which is added the terrible 
description, the one “who betrayed him.” So let us consider Judas. 
Consider him as a boy, growing up in his town, a young man 
presumably in his late twenties or so when he began to follow our Lord 
as a disciple. We are told in the Gospels of how the moment came 
when our Lord, having spent a night in prayer came to his disciples and 
chose twelve of them to be his apostles. Judas was one of those he 
chose. Our Lord did not make a mistake for he was the Son of God 
made man. Judas had a high calling and he must have had all the 
qualities that were needed. He must have had the love for our Lord and 
the desire to follow him that characterised the others, together with 
defects. Others too, had faults including Simon the leader, the one who 
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was to be the rock of the Church. Judas was called to be one of the 
foundation stones of Christ’s Catholic Church. 

So we see Judas, one of the Twelve, privileged to be a special 
companion of Jesus, a special associate of him in his divine mission, 
being sent out ahead of him to represent him and to exercise divine 
powers on his behalf. So he went forth and announced Christ’s 
message as he had been instructed, that the Kingdom of heaven was 
near at hand. In Jesus’ name he would have healed the sick and driven 
out demons. He would have experienced for himself the power of 
Christ’s name by his own exercise of that power. He returned with the 
others to tell our Lord what had transpired and would have had our 
Lord gazing at him, listening to him, encouraging him, giving him the 
inestimable gift of his friendship. But our Lord would have seen the 
ominous signs of infidelity beginning in his soul. St John tells us that 
our Lord could see what was in man, and so he would have seen what 
was beginning to happen in the heart of Judas. Satan was gaining a 


foothold. Well now, if Christ was God could he not have seen the 
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upshot of his call of Judas, and simply not called him, or at least put 
him out of his company? This is one of the mysteries of the divine 
foreknowledge and election that is beyond our poor minds, but the facts 
are that Christ called Judas, and yet Judas fell away from him and 
allowed Satan gradually to enter his heart and soul. Fulton Sheen once 
wrote that the turning point came when our Lord announced the 
doctrine of the Eucharist in the synagogue at Capharnaum, for on that 
occasion our Lord stated that one of his own chosen Twelve was a 
devil. How and when Judas’s change occurred is not altogether clear, 
but Judas chose to abandon the pearl of great price, the very kingdom of 
heaven which consists in union with Christ and living in his friendship, 
all for a paltry personal gain. Judas’s tragic choice is an immense and 
powerful lesson for all time. It is possible to enjoy the friendship of the 
Son of God himself, God made man, and nevertheless to turn away 
from it for a miserable and fleeting personal advantage. How awesome 
is the mystery of personal and free choice! 



1608 


Christ calls each person to friendship with him and to a share in 
his life. That life comes with the gift of grace at baptism into his 
Church. We enter the kingdom of heaven when we are placed by grace 
in Christ. Thereupon Jesus lives in us and we live in him. But we can 
fall away. In our daily life it is possible to become another Judas in 
respect to Christ. Let us guard our hearts and drive out temptation. 
Let us resolve by the grace of Christ never to sin deliberately, and 
whenever we do sin, to repent, returning immediately to Christ to renew 
and grow in his friendship. 
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Thursday of the Fourteenth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 48 (47): 10-11 Your merciful love, O God, 
we have received in the midst of your temple. Your praise, O God, like 
your name, reaches the ends of the earth; your right hand is filled with 
saving justice. 

Collect O God, who in the abasement of your Son have raised up a 
fallen world, fill your faithful with holy joy, for on those you have 
rescued from slavery to sin you bestow eternal gladness. Through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity 
of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Genesis 44:18-21.23-29; 45:1-5; Psalm 104; 

Matthew 10:7-15 

Jesus said to the Twelve, As you go, preach this message: ‘The kingdom 
of heaven is near. ’ Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse those who 
have leprosy, drive out demons. Freely you have received, freely give. 
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Do not take along any gold or silver or copper in your belts; take no 
bag for the journey, or extra tunic, or sandals or a staff; for the worker 
is worth his keep. Whatever town or village you enter, search for some 
worthy person there and stay at his house until you leave. As you enter 
the home, give it your greeting. If the home is deserving, let your peace 
rest on it; if it is not, let your peace return to you. If anyone will not 
welcome you or listen to your words, shake the dust off your feet when 
you leave that home or town. I tell you the truth, it will be more 
bearable for Sodom and Gomorrah on the day of judgment than for that 
town. (Matthew 10: 7-15) 

The Mission One of the distinguishing features about the Christian 
religion as it appeared in history was its missionary dynamism. By that 
I do not simply mean that it happened to spread among the peoples. 
This could be said of Buddhism, Confucianism, Hinduism and Islam. I 
mean, rather, that those who adhered to the Christian religion from the 
very beginning knew that they were bound by their Founder to be 
missionary. They were obligated to bring “the kingdom of heaven,” 
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which was nothing other than union with Jesus with all its implications, 
to others and to the entire world. We see the beginnings of this in our 
Lord’s public ministry, and our Gospel passage today is an instance of 
it. “ Jesus said to the Twelve, As you go, preach this message: ‘The 
kingdom of heaven is near’.” This directive would reach its final 
formulation just before our Lord ascended into heaven when he 
commanded his disciples to go to the whole world and make disciples 
of all the nations. From the beginning, the Christian religion was 
revealed by Christ to be the religion of the entire world. A few things 
can be said about this. To begin with, while it is firstly and above all 
the religion that will take people to heaven, it is nevertheless concerned 
for their life here on earth. Our Lord told the Twelve to go and preach 
the coming of the Kingdom of heaven, but as well as this they were to 
“Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse those who have leprosy, drive 
out demons .” Union with God and entry into heaven was the great 
promise, but benefits to suffering man here on earth would be 
immediately evident, and so it is that wherever the Church has gone in 
her missionary impulse, she has aimed to bring with her an enlightened 
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and vigorous service of needy man. Furthermore, by the intent of her 
Founder, the Church has proclaimed Christ in a spirit of poverty. She 
does not compel with force. “Do not take along any gold or silver or 
copper in your belts; take no bag for the journey, or extra tunic, or 
sandals or a staff; for the worker is worth his keep.'’’’ She relies on the 
acceptance by the peoples of the truth she proclaims. 

Typically the Church does not compel but proposes. Typically 
she rejects the use of arms and force in the spread of her message. 
Nevertheless she is under no illusions about the consequences of the 
choice people make in respect to her message. John Henry Newman, 
now beatified, once criticized liberalism in religion as not fearing to 
make mistakes about religious truth. The Church does not consider her 
message as but one among many and as if it were something to be 
treated as one might treat any matter of opinion. No, there are awesome 
consequences flowing from the acceptance or the rejection of the 
message of Christ — which means the acceptance or rejection of the 
person of Jesus himself. It is a question of salvation or damnation. Just 
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as Christ was sent by the Father to save the world, so the Church is sent 
by Christ to bring him who is the Saviour to all mankind so that the 
world might be saved. And so we read our Lord’s words to his 
disciples before he sends them out. “As you enter the home, give it your 
greeting. If the home is deserving, let your peace rest on it; if it is not, 
let your peace return to you. If anyone will not welcome you or listen to 
your words, shake the dust off your feet when you leave that home or 
town. 1 tell you the truth, it will be more bearable for Sodom and 
Gomorrah on the day of judgment than for that town ” (Matthew 10: 
7-15). Christ is referring to the judgment of God and of damnation that 
a person risks by taking lightly the message that is brought to him by 
the Church. Let those who know and love Christ take this to heart. 
Christ depends on them to bring him to others, and the salvation of 
others is dependent on their hearing the word and person of Christ. The 
person who loves the living Jesus will want to introduce others to him, 
be they members of his family, friends of his workplace, acquaintances, 
all. In this respect, there is a serious question to be considered. It is, 
why has the message of Christ not been brought to more, and why has it 
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not penetrated the cultures of the world more deeply? To a considerable 
extent it has been because too many of those who know Christ or 
should know him have not borne witness to him before others. 

Pope Pius XII taught that the missionary element is absolutely 
essential to the Christian life. We see this element in our Lord’s words 
in today’s Gospel. Let us pray for the grace to share actively in our 
Lord’s desire to bring all others into union with him, for therein lies 
man’s salvation. Therein man is liberated from the sin that leads to 
death. To use our Lord’s words in today’s Gospel, “Go, and preach 
this message: The kingdom of heaven is near. " That kingdom is nothing 
other than union with Jesus. 
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Friday of the Fourteenth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 48 (47): 10-11 Your merciful love, O God, 
we have received in the midst of your temple. Your praise, O God, like 
your name, reaches the ends of the earth; your right hand is filled with 
saving justice. 

Collect O God, who in the abasement of your Son have raised up a 
fallen world, fill your faithful with holy joy, for on those you have 
rescued from slavery to sin you bestow eternal gladness. Through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity 
of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Genesis 46:1-7.28-30; Ps. 36; Matthew 10:16-23 

Jesus said to the Twelve, 1 am sending you out like sheep among 
wolves. Therefore be as shrewd as snakes and as innocent as doves. 
Be on your guard against men; they will hand you over to the local 
councils and flog you in their synagogues. On my account you will be 
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brought before governors and kings as witnesses to them and to the 
Gentiles. But when they arrest you, do not worry about what to say or 
how to say it. At that time you will be given what to say, for it will not 
be you speaking, but the Spirit of your Father speaking through you. 
Brother will betray brother to death, and a father his child; children 
will rebel cigcdnst their parents and have them put to death. All men 
will hate you because of me, but he who stands firm to the end will be 
saved. When you are persecuted in one place, flee to another. I tell you 
the truth, you will not finish going through the cities of Israel before the 
Son of Man conies. (Matthew 10:16-23) 

Bearing Witness There are very many passages in the Gospels in 
which our Lord speaks of the witness he expects of his disciples. It is 
generally recognized that the success of the Church over the first three 
centuries of the Christian era was due very largely to the ordinary and 
obscure Christian. It was especially the ordinary lay member of the 
Church and his or her family who through an everyday witness spread 
the word and person of Christ in the towns, the villages and cities of the 
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Roman Empire. It involved three centuries of frequent and savage 
persecution, but at the end of it, Christianity was not only accepted but 
declared to replace paganism as the religion of the Empire. But now, let 
us concern ourselves with the present day. What is the average 
Christian doing to bear witness to the message of Christ? The 
fundamental problem is that all too many are only nominally Christian 
and hence are not genuinely interested in representing Christ in their 
everyday lives. They lack a sufficient love for him and his teaching. 
What was achieved in the Roman Empire and then repeated among the 
new peoples when the Roman Empire collapsed is the Christian 
challenge of today. Our very secular world is to be evangelized, and it 
will depend on the daily life and witness of the little person, the 
ordinary Christian and his family who is out there in the world by the 
side of secular and religiously indifferent man, as well as those others 
of various non-Christian religions. This brings us to our Gospel 
passage today in which our Lord sends the Twelve out to be “like sheep 
among wolves .” In the process, he gives them instructions as to how to 
prosecute the mission with which he is entrusting them. Let us who are 
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Christians listen to these instructions and consider how they can be 
applied to our everyday lives. The first thing that our Lord tells us to do 
is to have our wits about us when bringing him and his truth to others. 
We are to be careful and not to be naive. “ Therefore be as shrewd as 
snakes and as innocent as doves. Be on your guard against men.'’’ To 
be successful in bearing witness to Jesus requires all our powers. It is 
an immensely important and quite difficult work. 

But though it is difficult, our Lord continues, though it will 
bring inconveniences and perhaps great suffering (for he says that “ they 
will hand you over to the local councils and flog you in their 
synagogue s”), there is a great consolation ever at work. It is the 
presence and activity of the Holy Spirit. And so our Lord advises the 
Twelve that “ when they arrest you, do not worry about what to say or 
how to say it. At that time you will be given what to say, for it will not 
be you speaking, but the Spirit of your Father speaking through you ” 
(Matthew 10: 16-23). The greatest gift of God among the numerous 
gifts he has given us is just this, the Holy Spirit. He will be present in 
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the heart and soul of the one who endeavours to bear witness to Jesus in 
everyday life and in the midst of difficulties. It is clear from our Lord’s 
words that the Holy Spirit is a Person and not just a vague force or 
divine energy assisting the Christian in his suffering. He will be present 
in the Twelve to whom our Lord is speaking, and he will speak through 
them. He is the Spirit of the Father and of the Son. He is the gift of 
God to us by the merits of the Son. Christ died for us, entered his glory, 
and sent the Holy Spirit to abide with us forever. One of the works of 
the Holy Spirit is to sustain the Christian when he is persecuted or in 
any difficulties deriving from his witness to Jesus. He will sustain him 
and he will assist him in speaking of Jesus during his sufferings. So the 
Christian is not to worry about what to say or how to say it. The main 
thing to do is to remain close to Jesus and to ask the protection, the 
guidance and the help of the Holy Spirit. Let him then trust in the Spirit 
of the Father and the Son. Let him be devoted to the divine Spirit, for 
he abides within him. This is a wonderful thought, that the Spirit of 
God abides within the soul of the Christian and is ever ready to speak 
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from within, guiding and sustaining and even giving words to the 
Christian during those moments when he is called to witness to Jesus. 

The greatest ambition in this life is so to live and speak as to 
bear witness to Jesus. We do this in everyday life, exploiting the 
occasions and opportunities that present themselves in the ordinary 
events that constantly occur. To do it well requires all our gifts, but the 
greatest resource is the Holy Spirit who sustains and guides the 
Christian in this great work. Let us then pray constantly to the Holy 
Spirit that he lead us to Jesus, and that he empower and guide us in our 
own work of bearing witness to him before the world. 


■rb»©«dv 
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Saturday of the Fourteenth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 48 (47): 10-11 Your merciful love, O God, 
we have received in the midst of your temple. Your praise, O God, like 
your name, reaches the ends of the earth; your right hand is filled with 
saving justice. 

Collect O God, who in the abasement of your Son have raised up a 
fallen world, fill your faithful with holy joy, for on those you have 
rescued from slavery to sin you bestow eternal gladness. Through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity 
of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Gen. 49:29-32;50:15-26; Ps 104; Matthew 10: 24-33 

Jesus said to his disciples: A student is not above his teacher, nor a 
servant above his master. It is enough for the student to be like his 
teacher, and the servant like his master. If the head of the house has 
been called Beelzebub, how much more the members of his household! 
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So do not be afraid of them. There is nothing concealed that will not be 
disclosed, or hidden that will not be made known. What / tell you in the 
dark, speak in the daylight; what is whispered in your ear, proclaim 
from the roofs. Do not be afraid of those who kill the body but cannot 
kill the soul. Rather, be afraid of the One who can destroy both soul 
and body in hell. Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of 
them will fall to the ground apart from the will of your Father. And 
even the very hairs of your head are all numbered. So don 7 be afraid; 
you are worth more than many sparrows. Whoever acknowledges me 
before men, / will also acknowledge him before my Father in heaven. 
But whoever disowns me before men, / will disown him before my 
Father in heaven. (Matthew 10:24-33) 

Trust Let me observe in passing that many of Christ’s instructions 
in the Gospels seem to be like sayings or aphorisms brought together in 
the one passage. They are not always connected with one another in 
strict logical sequence. Perhaps in many cases they were conclusions 
of longer instructions, repeated on many occasions and illustrated in 
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different ways. They could have been summaries of our Lord’s 
teaching, offered by himself. I wonder whether our Lord even had his 
disciples repeat to him some or even many of these sayings. Some of 
the sayings may have been drawn from other contexts and given a new 
or higher meaning by our Lord. For instance, at the beginning of our 
passage today, St Matthew tells us that our Lord told his disciples that 
“A student is not above his teacher, nor a servant above his master. It 
is enough for the student to be like his teacher, and the seri’ant like his 
master .” This sounds like a proverb or maxim that may even have come 
from a different context, and given a specific sense by our Lord when 
he applied it to his being accused by the scribes and Pharisees of being 
in league with Satan. If this sort of thing, false accusations, happens to 
the teacher and master, the student and servant must not expect 
anything less: “If the head of the house has been called Beelzebub, how 
much more the members of his household! So do not be afraid of them.” 
That having been said, let us begin with that very maxim and ask what 
it suggests to us. It surely reminds us of the imitation of Christ that 


should characterize the Christian life. If Jesus himself was 
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unreasonably and maliciously maligned, the Christian ought remain 
calm and unafraid if the same befalls him. Let not the fear of 
misrepresentation and rejection inhibit the witness to Jesus. Bear 
witness to him openly and without fear even if it means bearing the lot 
that befell the Master. “ There is nothing concealed that will not be 
disclosed, or hidden that will not be made known. What I tell you in the 
dark, speak in the daylight; what is whispered in your ear, proclaim 
from the roofs. Do not be afraid of those who kill the body but cannot 
kill the soul. Rather, be afraid of the One who can destroy both soul 
and body in /re//.” (Matthew 10: 24-33) 

Our Lord carries his point further, indicating why the disciple 
need not be afraid. He is being cared for in every way by his heavenly 
Father. God cares for the least living thing. The whole of creation rests 
in his loving hand. Not a thing escapes his fatherly attention. How 
much more, then will he care for his own children! “Are not two 
sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of them will fall to the ground 
apart from the will of your Father. And even the very hairs of your 
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head are all numbered. So don’t be afraid; you are worth more than 
many sparrows In the midst of difficulty and rejection when bearing 
witness to Jesus by word and example, remember that your heavenly 
Father is caring for you. Our Lord is telling us that in our sharing in his 
friendship and in his work, we must also share in his complete trust in 
the Father. It was this that took him through the most terrible sufferings 
ever to be experienced in the history of the world. The scale of these 
sufferings is to be measured not by what we can imagine of a 
crucifixion, for there were countless crucifixions in the ancient world. 
Rather, the measure of our Lord’s sufferings is grasped by thinking of 
the sins of the whole world. It is that which is truly immeasurable. 
Christ suffered and died for the sins of the whole world, and so his 
sufferings cannot be measured by us. Now, what was it that took him 
through such an unparalleled ordeal? It was his unshaken trust in the 
love and care of his heavenly Father. Our Lord tells his disciples that 
those who share in his life and mission are also to share in his trust in 
the love of his heavenly Father. A great reward awaits those who bear 
witness to Jesus, and for those who refuse to do so the prospects are 
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grim. Our Lord’s conclusion is both consoling and ominous. “ Whoever 
acknowledges me before men, I will also acknowledge him before my 
Father in heaven. But whoever disowns me before men, / will disown 
him before my Father in heaven .” At the end, all will out. God’s 
judgment will reveal all. 

The fundamental thing we must do is come to know Jesus Christ 
personally. Knowing him personally will open our hearts to the love of 
him and the desire to follow him and bear witness to him in the midst of 
whatever trials may come. Let us then every day spend time with Jesus, 
asking for the grace of knowing him personally. On that basis we shall 
have the wherewithal to accompany him in everything and thus be 
vindicated before the throne of God at the Judgement. 
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Fifteenth Sunday of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 17 (16): 15 As for me, in justice I shall 
behold your face; I shall be filled with the vision of your glory. 

Collect O God, who show the light of your truth to those who go 
astray, so that they may return to the right path, give all who for the 
faith they profess are accounted Christians the grace to reject whatever 
is contrary to the name of Christ and to strive after all that does it 
honour. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns 
with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Isaiah 55:10-11; Psalm 64; 

Romans 8: 18-23; Matthew 13: 1-23 

That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat by the lake. Such 
large crowds gathered round him that he got into a boat and sat in it, 
while cdl the people stood on the shore. Then he told them many things 
in parables, saying: A farmer went out to sow his seed. As he was 
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scattering the seed, some fell along the path, and the birds came and 
ate it up. Some fell on rocky places, where it did not have much soil. It 
sprang up quickly, because the soil was shallow. But when the sun 
came up, the plants were scorched, and they withered because they had 
no root. Other seed fell among thorns, which grew up and choked the 
plants. Still other seed fell on good soil, where it produced a crop — a 
hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown. He who has ears, let him 
hear. The disciples came to him and asked, Why do you speak to the 
people in parables? He replied, The knowledge of the secrets of the 
kingdom of heaven has been given to you, but not to them. Whoever has 
will be given more, and he will have an abundance. Whoever does not 
have, even what he has will be taken from him. This is why I speak to 
them in parables: Though seeing, they do not see; though hearing, they 
do not hear or understand. In them is fulfilled the prophecy of Isaiah: 
‘You will be ever hearing but never understanding; you will be ever 
seeing but never perceiving. For this people’s heart has become 
calloused; they hardly hear with their ears, and they have closed their 
eyes. Otherwise they might see with their eyes, hear with their ears, 
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understand with their hearts and turn, and I would heal them. ’ But 
blessed are your eyes because they see, and your ears because they 
hear. For l tell you the truth, many prophets and righteous men longed 
to see what you see but did not see it, and to hear what you hear but did 
not hear it. Listen then to what the parable of the sower means: When 
anyone hears the message about the kingdom and does not understand 
it, the evil one comes and snatches away what was sown in his heart. 
This is the seed sown along the path. The one who received the seed 
that fell on rocky places is the man who hears the word and at once 
receives it with joy. But since he has no root, he lasts only a short time. 
When trouble or persecution comes because of the word, he quickly 
falls away. The one who received the seed that fell among the thorns is 
the man who hears the word, but the worries of this life and the 
deceitfulness of wealth choke it, making it unfruitful. But the one who 
received the seed that fell on good soil is the man who hears the word 
and understands it. He produces a crop, yielding a hundred, sixty or 
thirty times what was sown. (Matthew 13:1-23) 
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Good Soil Our Lord’s parable today is his famous story of the 
farmer going out to sow his seed. It describes the farmer scattering his 
seed to right and left, with some falling on the path, some on rocky 
areas, some among thorns and some again on good soil. The climax of 
the story is its explanation, and in particular the explanation of the seed 
that fell on the good soil. This is the man who hears the word and 
understands it. He produces a crop, yielding a hundred, sixty or thirty 
times what was sown. Now, there is this interesting feature about the 
parable, that the focus or attention seems to be the soil on which the 
seed fell. The seed is the word and grace of God, but in his explanation 
our Lord chooses to talk of the soil — which is to say the person — that 
receives it. The one who receives the seed that falls among the thorns is 
the man who hears the word, but the worries of this life choke it, 
making it unfruitful (Matthew 13: 1-23). A person reading this may 
think that the whole of the Christian life depends, therefore, on the 
reception of the word of God by the one hearing it. In a certain sense 
this is correct, but this may be understood by some in a way that leaves 
out what our Lord teaches elsewhere in the Gospel to be fundamental 
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— baptism and the grace of new birth which baptism brings. That 
teaching, together with other elements of Christ’s teaching, is 
encompassed by the image of the seed that is sown. Let us consider this 
briefly. There is a current within Christian thought that looks to a 
person’s conversion to Christ as the necessary condition and the 
occasion of the coming of that grace that redeems and sanctifies. That 
is to say, the grace that makes a man newborn and just in God’s sight is 
understood by such persons to come and do its work when a person 
hears the word of God and wholeheartedly converts to Jesus. 
Repentance and the act of conversion is understood to be the occasion 
that justifies. It is only then that by grace a person becomes a Christian. 
Without that repentance from sin and conscious conversion to Jesus, the 
new life promised in the gift of the Holy Spirit has not yet begun in the 
soul. But with this repentance and conversion, the new birth is, by the 
power of the Holy Spirit, effected. Such is the notion that some have of 


justification. 
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In this understanding, everything hinges on the act of 
conversion. Such is the view that many have had of life in Christ. But 
this is a profoundly incomplete account, because as it stands it leaves 
out the fundamental importance of baptism as the channel of grace. 
Christ does not teach in the Gospels that the new birth that is necessary 
to enter the kingdom of heaven is granted only in an experience of 
conversion. Essentially, the new birth required and promised by Jesus, 
and which gives to a person life in him comes at Baptism. As our Lord 
explains to Nicodemus in the Gospel of St John, a person is then born 
again by water and the Holy Spirit. It is then that the grace of the Holy 
Spirit which has been merited for us by the Passion of Christ, and which 
takes away our sins and makes us holy, is conferred. This grace of 
being justified includes the gift of the supernatural virtue of faith in 
Christ and with it, the capacity to cooperate with the action of the Holy 
Spirit. In the normal plan of God it comes essentially at Baptism. It 
makes us participants in God’s Trinitarian life and able to act by his 
love. It truly sanctifies us and makes us like God in our very soul. It is 
a supernatural gift because it depends on God’s initiative and surpasses 
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our natural abilities, and for this reason it normally escapes our 
experience. So while the response of turning away from sin and 
converting wholly to Christ is an indispensable part of the Christian 
life, the grace that makes us newly born with God’s life comes from 
Baptism. It is Baptism that is the channel of this fundamental grace. 
The experience of conversion may, with the help of other actual graces, 
come before Baptism or, in the case of the baptism of infants, much 
later. There may not even be a notable experience of conversion, but of 
course a conversion in some sense there has to be. Christ began his 
preaching with the call to repent and truly to believe. Christ called for 
conversion and total belief in him. The justifying grace of the Kingdom 
was yet to come, and baptism would be its channel. 

Let every baptized Christian rejoice in having received the grace 
that makes us holy and just in the depths of our being. Let him work 
daily on turning away from sin and on receiving ever anew the good 
news of Christ’s salvation of him. In this way let him be the good soil 
of today’s Gospel, thus responding to the seed of God’s powerful grace 
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that has been implanted in him. Let him look to God and his grace as 
his stay, asking the help he needs to respond with all his heart. 

Further reading : The Catechism of the Catholic Church , 
no.1987-2011 (Justification, grace, merit) 

-- 
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Monday of the Fifteenth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 17 (16): 15 As for me, in justice I shall 
behold your face; I shall be filled with the vision of your glory. 

Collect O God, who show the light of your truth to those who go 
astray, so that they may return to the right path, give all who for the 
faith they profess are accounted Christians the grace to reject whatever 
is contrary to the name of Christ and to strive after all that does it 
honour. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns 
with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Exodus 1:8-14.22; Ps 123; Matthew 10:34-11:1 

Jesus said to the Twelve, Do not suppose that I have come to bring 
peace to the earth. 1 did not come to bring peace, but a sword. For 1 
have come to turn ‘a man against his father, a daughter against her 
mother, a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law — a man’s 
enemies will be the members of his own household. ’ Anyone who loves 
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his father or mother more than me is not worthy of me; anyone who 
loves his son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me; and 
anyone who does not take his cross and follow me is not worthy of me. 
Whoever finds his life will lose it, and whoever loses his life for my sake 
will find it. He who receives you receives me, and he who receives me 
receives the one who sent me. Anyone who receives a prophet because 
he is a prophet will receive a prophet’s reward, and anyone who 
receives a righteous man because he is a righteous man will receive a 
righteous man’s reward. And if anyone gives even a cup of cold water 
to one of these little ones because he is my disciple, I tell you the truth, 
he will certainly not lose his reward. After Jesus had finished 
instructing his twelve disciples, he went on from there to teach and 
preach in the towns of Galilee. (Matthew 10:34-11:1) 

Love For Jesus Our Gospel passage today contains more of our 
Lord’s instructions to the Twelve, and inasmuch as the Twelve were the 
foundations of his Church, we can take instructions given to them as 
especially intended for the Church. Our Lord tells them that they must 
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not imagine that in being his disciples they would have a peaceful life. 
He did not come to “bring peace, but a sword.” What does our Lord 
mean? After all, he says elsewhere that it is peace he was giving them, a 
share in his own peace. He means, obviously, that the one who takes 
his stand with him, the one who chooses to walk with him, will be at 
odds with those who refuse to take their stand with Christ or are 
indifferent to him. It could be any one of several issues dominating a 
society’s moral life. A strong homosexual lobby mounts a sustained 
national campaign to accord to homosexual unions not only certain civil 
privileges but also the status of civil marriage. Christians publicly 
object and are viciously vilified. Or again, a parliament prepares to 
legislate allowing experimentation on the stem cells of embryos which, 
of course, will mean the destruction of many embryos in the earliest 
stage of their development. The Archbishop of the capital city where 
Parliament is domiciled objects strenuously to this and at length. He is 
ferociously insulted in Parliament itself and the measure is passed. A 
stand for Christ will not bring peace in the usual sense of this word, and 
our Lord is himself the great paradigm. He bore witness to the truth 
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and accepted suffering and death as its consequence. This is the path he 
offers his disciples. “Do not suppose that I have come to bring peace to 
the earth. I did not come to bring peace, but a sword. For I have come 
to turn ‘a man against his father, a daughter against her mother, a 
daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law — a man’s enemies will be 
the members of his own household’." To be a disciple of Christ will 
mean being prepared on occasion to undergo the loss of the esteem of 
others. 


But there is something deeper to this than simply the readiness 
to suffer a certain amount of social rejection. We are speaking of a 
personal adherence to the Master. The disciple of Christ does not 
simply adhere to his teaching and bring it to others as one might adhere 
to that of a great philosopher or religious teacher. The disciple of Christ 
adheres to Christ’s very person. Christ calls us to his friendship. I have 
not called you servants but friends, he says elsewhere. So it is that our 
Lord speaks of a person being “worthy” of him. “ Anyone who loves his 
father or mother more than me is not worthy of me; anyone who loves 
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his son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me; and anyone who 
does not take his cross and follow me is not worthy of me ” (Matthew 
10:34-11:1). If we are not prepared to endure the difficulty that bearing 
witness to Jesus might entail, then we are ''‘'not worthy ” of him. This 
implies that the Christian must take steps to know Jesus himself and to 
love him. It is this which is at the heart of the Christian life and which, 
if lacking, renders a person absolutely unable to endure the difficulty, 
the tension and at times the opprobrium that taking a stand for Christ 
and his teaching may come to. If we are to love him we must come to 
know him. If we are to come to know him we must spend time with 
him, time in his company, in the company of the living unseen Jesus, 
time in prayer reading his word not just with the mind but with the 
heart. Soren Kierkegaard once wrote that we ought to read the 
Scriptures as we would a letter written from a dear friend. Christ is the 
friend of the Christian. The Christian has been called to a personal 
friendship with him, and a most important way to grow in this 
friendship is to spend time with the Master listening to his word with 
the loving attention of the heart, attending to the Scriptures as one 
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would a letter from a dear friend. In these ways one will become more 
worthy of the Christian calling, and more ready to undergo suffering in 
living it. 

Let us take to heart the words of our Lord in our Gospel passage 
today, warning us of the difficulties that will certainly come the way of 
his disciple. If we are not prepared to bear those difficulties then we are 
certainly not worthy of being a disciple of Christ. “Whoever finds his 
life will lose it, and whoever loses his life for my sake will find it ”, our 
Lord warns. Let the Christian take his stand with Jesus, and let him 
carry this through with a courageous witness to his teaching, even if it 
means that the peace the world promises is foregone. 
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Tuesday of the Fifteenth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 17 (161:15 As for me, in justice I shall 
behold your face; I shall be filled with the vision of your glory. 

Collect O God, who show the light of your truth to those who go 
astray, so that they may return to the right path, give all who for the 
faith they profess are accounted Christians the grace to reject whatever 
is contrary to the name of Christ and to strive after all that does it 
honour. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns 
with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Exodus 2:1-15; Psalm 68; Matthew 11:20-24 

Then Jesus began to denounce the cities in which most of his miracles 
had been performed, because they did not repent. Woe to you, Korazin! 
Woe to you, Bethsaida! If the miracles that were performed in you had 
been performed in Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented long ago 
in sackcloth and ashes. But I tell you, it will be more bearable for Tyre 
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and Sidon on the day of judgment than for you. And you, Capernaum, 
will you be lifted up to the skies? No, you will go down to the depths. If 
the miracles that were performed in you had been performed in Sodom, 
it would have remained to this day. But I tell you that it will be more 
bearable for Sodom on the day of judgment than for you. (Matthew 
11:20-24) 

Repentance Our passage today shows how important in our Lord’s 
preaching was the message with which he began his public ministry, 
“ Repent, and believe the good news!” St John the Baptist called on the 
people of the entire country to repent, for God, he said, was coming. 
He instituted a baptism of repentance. Christ himself submitted to that 
ceremony despite the active reluctance of John to baptize him. John said 
to Jesus that it was he, John, who ought be baptized by Jesus. 
Repentance was absolutely fundamental to the salvation that God was 
coming to effect. Without it, the good news of salvation would not 
avail. And so, here in our Gospel passage today, our Lord gives vent to 
his profound disappointment that the towns and cities in which most of 
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his miracles had been performed would not repent. They flocked to our 
Lord at the height of his ministry, benefiting in countless ways by his 
miraculous ministry. No-one would have known how many had been 
healed. During his ministry a few persons would even be raised from 
the dead. Others had been fed when hungry. Even the very town where 
our Lord lodged and made his base in Galilee, Capernaum, had failed to 
repent. Their lives went on as before and they did not turn to God and 
his word as it came from Jesus, putting away their sins. Once they 
benefited and received what they wanted from our Lord, they did not 
take to heart his preaching and instructions. Our Lord delivered a 
sombre warning. Their prospects were dim: “ Woe to you, Korazin! 
Woe to you, Bethsaida! If the miracles that were performed in you had 
been performed in Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented long ago 
in sackcloth and ashes. But I tell you, it will be more bearable for Tyre 
and Sidon on the day of judgment than for you. And you, Capernaum, 
will you be lifted up to the skies? No, you will go down to the depths.” 
Our Lord is warning of God’s judgment and of the “depths” to which 
they would be sent. It is the same with Capernaum. God’s judgment 
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will be severe. “But I tell you that it will be more bearable for Sodom 
on the day of judgment than for you” (Matthew 11: 20-24). 

It is not easy to repent of one’s sins. At the look of Christ 
during his Passion, Simon left the courtyard and wept bitterly. He 
repented of his sin of denial. But what of Judas? He did not repent — 
he despaired, despite our Lord addressing him in the Garden as his 
“friend”. Judas did not turn back to God and express sorrow to him. 
Consider some sins that may hang on in one’s life due to a personal 
attachment to them. How difficult it is to forego that attachment and 
genuinely to repent. Consider the sin of un-forgiveness. As the years 
pass, one still does not forgive. In one’s heart of hearts one does not 
want to forgive. There is not even the will to do so. Christ says that to 
the extent that we forgive others, to that extent will we be forgiven. 
How difficult it is to repent of those sins we are attached to! There are 
probably many sins we are reluctant to repent of, and that we are not 
very clear of in our own minds. We may be attached to our own ease, 
or we may have an inordinate love for money, or we may love our own 
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way. These sins and sinful tendencies we may scarcely be aware of, 
and so repentance will be out of sight. But repentance from them is 
necessary if we are to enter the Kingdom of heaven, which is above all 
union with Jesus. The towns and cities our Lord inveighs against in our 
Gospel passage refused to repent, and undoubtedly there was much in 
their lives that they were unaware required repentance. But it meant 
that they remained in their sins and were in danger of dying in them. 
How sad it is that a person despite repeated warnings might die in his 
sins. The goal of life is so to live that we shall die having repented of 
our sins and having renounced them. It is then that we can receive 
Christ wholeheartedly, and his grace can have its effect in our hearts. 
Let us then place repentance at the forefront of our spiritual lives. 
Every day and at the end of every day we ought to try to repent of the 
sins of the day, both in general and in particular. It takes a lifetime to 
learn the art of sincere repentance. 

Repentance is not just sorrow for and turning away from grave 
sin. It ought involve the frequent minor sins of every day. We should 
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aim to repent of every minor or venial sin. If we do, then we are 
preparing the way for grace to do its work in our souls. This is why the 
frequent reception of the Sacrament of Penance is so important in the 
life of Christ’s Faithful. But let us begin now. Now I begin! Every day, 
ask God for the grace to repent, and act on that grace. 

-<b»©«d>- 
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Wednesday of the Fifteenth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 17 (16): 15 As for me, in justice I shall 
behold your face; I shall be filled with the vision of your glory. 

Collect O God, who show the light of your truth to those who go 
astray, so that they may return to the right path, give all who for the 
faith they profess are accounted Christians the grace to reject whatever 
is contrary to the name of Christ and to strive after all that does it 
honour. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns 
with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Exodus 3:1-6. 9-12; Ps. 102; Matthew 11:25 27 

At that time Jesus said, 1 praise you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, 
because you have hidden these things from the wise and learned, and 
revealed them to little children. Yes, Father, for this was your good 
pleasure. All things have been committed to me by my Father. No-one 
knows the Son except the Father, and no-one knows the Father except 
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the Son and those to whom the Son chooses to reveal him. 
(Matthew 11:25-27) 

The Father The work of our Lord as narrated in the Gospels is 
largely the story of a gradual revelation by him of who he really is. His 
public ministry began with a remarkable testimony by John the Baptist. 
Jesus is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. He is 
the chosen one of God, the one who would baptize with the Holy Spirit. 
Following this, by means of his preaching and works and personal 
testimony, our Lord gradually revealed to the people and to the leaders 
who he was. As Messiah he is the Father’s divine Son, son of God and 
son of Man. But in our Gospel passage today our Lord speaks of his 
heavenly Father. Let us dwell a little on this testimony of Jesus about 
the Father. First and foremost God is the Father of Jesus Christ - who 
is himself God the Son. In his disputes with the leaders of the Jews, our 
Lord commonly referred to God as his own Father. The way he 
expressed this, including the tone of his voice when uttering the word 
“Father,” made it unmistakably clear to the leaders that our Lord was 
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not using the expression in the way any devout Jew might on occasion 
refer to Yahweh God as his Father. No, Christ was saying this in a way 
that indicated that God was father to him in a way that was unique. 
God was his very own father. God had begotten him. Indeed he came 
from him, he was sent by him. There was constantly a unique and 
ineffable relationship between him and God his Father. St John tells us 
that the leaders attempted to arrest Jesus because they could see that, in 
saying that God was his own father, he was thus claiming to be equal to 
God in nature. He was condemned to death for this. So the first thing 
we contemplate in our passage today when we read of our Lord 
addressing God is that he calls him his Father. The next thing is that his 
Father is the Lord of heaven and earth. The Father of our Jesus Christ 
is the God of all things, visible and invisible. He is one and there is no 
other. All things depend on him. There is but one God and that God is 
the Father of Jesus Christ. This is the God who has revealed himself to 
Abraham and the prophets, and whose final revelation is in the person 


of his own Son. 
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Our Lord continues. This one and only God who is the Father of 
Jesus Christ acts in the hearts of men by means of his grace. He reveals 
himself to the lowly and he withholds his revelation from the proud. 
“At that time Jesus said, I praise you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, 
because you have hidden these things from the wise and learned, and 
revealed them to little children. Yes, Father, for this was your good 
pleasure ” (Matthew 11: 25-27). What things does the Father reveal to 
those who are like “little children”? Above all he reveals to them who 
Jesus is. We remember the occasion when our Lord asked his disciples 
who people say the Son of Man is. They told him that some say he is a 
prophet, others that he is one of the old prophets come back again. 
Then our Lord asked them who they themselves thought he was. Simon 
Peter spoke up, saying that he was the Messiah, the Son of the living 
God. Christ greatly blessed Simon, saying that his insight had not come 
from any natural source — flesh and blood — but from the Father in 
heaven. God the Father had revealed to Simon who Jesus really is. So, 
prior to the coming of the Holy Spirit on Simon on the evening of our 
Lord’s Resurrection and also at Pentecost, the Spirit of the Father and 
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of the Son was working by his grace in the mind and soul of Simon, 
illuminating him as to the person of Jesus. This action of the Holy 
Spirit preceded, prepared and elicited from Simon his act of faith. As 
Christ said to him in reply, Blessed are you, Simon. He was blessed, 
blessed by God for his faith. There is implicitly here a doctrine from 
Christ about grace and merit. Simon merited the praise he received 
from Jesus for his faith, but this faith-filled response of Simon 
depended totally on the grace coming from the Father. Such is the work 
of the Father in the hearts of Christ’s disciples. Now, while it is the 
Father who reveals Christ to the soul, at the same time it is Christ who 
reveals the Father. No one knows the Father except the Son and those 
to whom the Son chooses to reveal him. It is Jesus who reveals the 
Father to mankind. 

Let us learn to place ourselves at the feet of Jesus and ask him to 
reveal to us not only himself but the Father, his Father and our Father. 
At the same time, let us turn to the Father and ask him to reveal to us 
his divine Son. Eternal life is this, our Lord said to his disciples at the 



1652 


Last Supper, to know you. Father and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. 
And let us be constantly devoted to the Holy Spirit, for it is by his grace 
and power that the Son and the Father enlighten us. Let us resolve to 
live in the life of the most Holy Trinity all our days. 

-- 
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Thursday of the Fifteenth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 17 (16): 15 As for me, in justice I shall 
behold your face; I shall be filled with the vision of your glory. 

Collect O God, who show the light of your truth to those who go 
astray, so that they may return to the right path, give all who for the 
faith they profess are accounted Christians the grace to reject whatever 
is contrary to the name of Christ and to strive after all that does it 
honour. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns 
with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Exodus 3:13-20; Psalm 104; Matthew 11:28-30 

At that time Jesus said, Come to me, all you who are weary and 
burdened, and / will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn 
from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for 
your souls. For my yoke is easy and my burden is light. 


(Matthew 11:28-30) 
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The Yoke of Christ There are many intractable problems 

encountered in the history of human thought, but one that is especially 
significant is the fact and meaning — if there is any meaning in it at all 
— of suffering. Why is it that man suffers so much? Well, for many it 
would appear that man suffers simply because that is how things are. 
Man is part of a world that proceeds according to a complex of forces 
that play themselves out randomly, and according as man is caught up 
in this or that set of circumstances, so he suffers as a result. There is 
nothing more to it than that. He happens to be where the earthquake 
occurs, and so he suffers terribly. He happens to carry with him the 
predisposition for cancer and so he succumbs accordingly. Our world 
has order to an extent, but it is also to some extent a jumble and if 
anyone is caught in the crossfire, he suffers. All is mere coincidence. 
There is no evidence of a guiding Hand that has man’s good at heart, no 
evidence of a kindly Power that cares for him in the affairs and events 
of the world. That is what many make of it. And yet, man is 
confronted by the claim that there is an almighty Father whose 


Providence has his interests at heart. What is to be made of this, he 
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asks? It is, he thinks, a mystery. If God is the God he is said to be and 
who he revealed himself to be, then it is all a mystery. Man suffers and 
God is silent — God is there and he does nothing. Such is the perennial 
problem for suffering man. This is not the moment to propose a 
philosophical response to this understandable reaction to suffering on 
the part of secular man. Numerous theists have attempted this. We 
read of some of those attempts in the inspired Book of Job coming from 
Job’s friends, and God was not happy with their efforts. So let us rather 
ask ourselves this question: what are we to do? Let secular man, the 
man who is not very disposed to accept the existence of a loving 
Creator, assume for a moment that God does exist and that he sent his 
Son among us, and ask, what does God propose that we who are 
suffering do? Our Gospel passage today tells us what God proposes: 
Come to Jesus! In the plan of God, that is the practical way forward for 
suffering man. 

In our Gospel passage today our Lord addresses those who are 
weary and overburdened (Matthew 11: 28-30). He says to them, come 
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to me and l will give you rest. He does not speak of “rest” in every 
sense. He does not mean that he will necessarily take away the precise 
suffering that is afflicting them at the time, but he does promise that he 
will give them rest. He may at times take away the particular suffering 
that is burdening them. We read in the Gospels of how he did this for 
very many people during his public ministry, and after he had ascended 
to his heavenly Father he continued to do this. For instance, we read in 
the Acts of the Apostles how Peter healed the crippled man in the name 
of Jesus Christ. So, at times Christ does take away the particular 
suffering that is afflicting a person. But this is not the essential 
meaning of his promise because Christ’s own suffering was not taken 
away even though he asked his heavenly Father that, if it be his will, his 
cup be taken away from him. Indeed, he tells us that if anyone wants to 
be his disciple — which means coming to him and learning from him 
— then he must take up his cross every day and follow in his footsteps. 
That path leads to Calvary. So Christ does not promise the end of 
suffering, for paradoxically there may be more suffering. The 
following of Christ entails suffering. But to the man who comes to him 
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and who takes up his yoke - the yoke of Christ which is nothing other 
than the will of the Father with all the difficulties that this involves - he 
promises rest. That is the divine answer to suffering. “ Take my yoke 
upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and 
you will find rest for your souls.'’’’ Union with Jesus in doing the will of 
the Father, in the midst of the suffering that the will of God will entail, 
brings rest for our souls. Man’s true joy lies in union with Jesus and in 
accompanying him on his way. Love for Jesus will make the carrying 
of his yoke easy. His burden will be light. This is the testimony of the 
saints, and the more the Christian lives in Jesus, the more he discovers 
this. 


If we are suffering, let us go to Jesus and resolve to accept his 
way, his teaching, his yoke. He is gentle and humble of heart. Go to 
the sacred heart of Jesus and rest in his love. Place your burdens in that 
heart and reside there as your rest, the rest for your soul. If you live in 


his love and strive to grow in it, you will find that his yoke is easy and 



1658 


his burden light. That yoke, that burden is the yoke he lovingly carried. 
It is doing the will of the Father, and doing it in Jesus. 


■rb»©®dv 
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Friday of the Fifteenth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 17 (16): 15 As for me, in justice I shall 
behold your face; I shall be filled with the vision of your glory. 

Collect O God, who show the light of your truth to those who go 
astray, so that they may return to the right path, give all who for the 
faith they profess are accounted Christians the grace to reject whatever 
is contrary to the name of Christ and to strive after all that does it 
honour. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns 
with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Exodus 11:10-12:14; Isaiah 115; Matthew 12:1-8 

At that time Jesus went through the cornfields on the Sabbath. His 
disciples were hungry and began to pick some ears of corn and eat 
them. When the Pharisees saw this, they said to him, Look! Your 
disciples are doing what is unlawful on the Sabbath. He answered, 
Haven’t you read what David did when he and his companions were 
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hungry? He entered the house of God, and he and his companions ate 
the consecrated bread — which was not lawful for them to do, but only 
for the priests. Or haven’t you read in the Law that on the Sabbath day 
the Temple priests break the Sabbath without being blamed for it? I tell 
you that one greater than the Temple is here. If you had known what 
these words mean, 7 desire mercy, not sacrifice, ’ you would not have 
condemned the innocent. For the Son of Man is Lord of the Sabbath. 
(Matthew 12:1-8) 

Lord of the Sabbath At various points in the Gospels we see that a 
crucial and repeated cause of conflict between our Lord and the scribes 
and Pharisees was our Lord’s attitude to the Sabbath rest. He upheld 
the Sabbath rest, of course, because it was a stipulation of the Law of 
Moses, but he interpreted its practice very differently from the scribes 
and Pharisees. He did not allow the authority, on this and other points, 
of what he called their human traditions. We read that “At that time 
Jesus went through the cornfields on the Sabbath. His disciples were 
hungry and began to pick some ears of corn and eat them. When the 
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Pharisees saw this, they said to him, Look! Your disciples are doing 
what is unlawful on the Sabbath Let us consider this occasion, not to 
go into the details of the Sabbath dispute as such, but as the setting for 
something far more important, our Lord’s revelation of who he really 
was. The first point that our Lord makes in reply to them is that, at 
times, genuine need allowed a person to interpret in different practical 
ways the divine law of the Sabbath rest. He cites the example of David 
who, when he and his companions were hungry, entered the house of 
God and ate the bread which, by regulation, was only for the priests. 
They understood the intent of the divine law. Their severe hunger was 
a more important need in this instance than reserving the blessed bread 
for the priests alone. It was lawful to disregard this practical regulation 
because of a legitimate need. So, too, it was lawful (our Lord said) for 
the disciples to pick ears of corn as they were passing through a 
cornfield on the Sabbath because they were hungry - despite the 
widely-accepted Pharisaic interpretation of the Sabbath rest. All knew 
that on the Sabbath day the Temple priests routinely broke the Sabbath 
“rest” in the course of their duties and this was understood as perfectly 
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legitimate. Service of the Temple was the more important need, and the 
value of the Temple as the house of God overrode all others. But then 
came the punchline which the scribes and Pharisees had altogether 
missed. Let us consider it. 

Firstly, they did not realize the fundamental spirit of the Law. 
The Law of God as it came through Moses was the Law of a God rich 
in compassion and mercy. The Law was for man, and if the scribes and 
Pharisees had understood what God’s words truly meant — I desire 
mercy, not sacrifice — they would not have condemned the innocent. 
They had not understood because their minds were not imbued with the 
mind of the God of mercy. Otherwise they would never have challenged 
our Lord for the behaviour of his disciples on this count. Now, the 
implication of our Lord’s words is that he, Jesus, has that mind. He has 
the mind of God and he is rich in mercy. We are reminded of St Paul’s 
directive in one of his Letters, that we are to let this mind be in us that 
was in Christ Jesus. But there is more to our passage. Our Lord tells 
the scribes and Pharisees that if the Temple sendee dispensed the priests 
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from observing the Sabbath rest in the practical details of Jewish 
tradition, much more so does Jesus himself have the authority to 
dispense with this or that detail of Sabbath observance. This is because 
“one greater than the Temple is here." Consider the impact of these 
words on the scribes and Pharisees. Our Lord was claiming to be 
greater than the Temple, and the Temple was the focus of the soul of the 
nation. The Temple was the house of God and it was the heart of 
national life. For the Jew, it was the centre of the world. But he, Jesus, 
was greater. What prophet would have said this? Would John the 
Baptist have said it? No, but our Lord calmly said that he had that 
importance. But there was more to come, and in the same sentence. 
He, the Son of Man was Lord of the Sabbath (Matthew 12: 1-8). He, 
the man Jesus, thus obliquely alluding to his claim to be the Messiah by 
using the title Son of Man, was Lord of the Sabbath. Who was Lord of 
the Sabbath but God? The object of the Sabbath was to honour and 
worship God. The purpose of the Sabbath rest was to give one’s serious 


attention to the claims of God. He, God, is the Lord of the Sabbath. 
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Now here was Jesus claiming to be the Lord of the Sabbath. He then, 
was divine. 

Let us place ourselves in the Gospel scene and gaze on the 
person of Jesus as he calmly, and as it were in passing, makes these 
claims. He is greater than the Temple itself. Moreover, he is Lord of 
the Sabbath. We know what Christ means. He is the Messiah, the Son 
of God and is himself divine. He is the Lord, the Lord of all, Lord of 
the Temple and Lord of the Sabbath, Lord of the world and of every 
man and woman. He is Lord of lords and King of kings, and all 
authority in heaven and on earth has been given to him. Let us then live 
according to this wondrous fact of Jesus. 







1665 


Saturday of the Fifteenth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 17 (16): 15 As for me, in justice I shall 
behold your face; I shall be filled with the vision of your glory. 

Collect O God, who show the light of your truth to those who go 
astray, so that they may return to the right path, give all who for the 
faith they profess are accounted Christians the grace to reject whatever 
is contrary to the name of Christ and to strive after all that does it 
honour. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns 
with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Exodus 12:37-42; Psalm 135; Matthew 12:14-21 

The Pharisees went out and plotted how they might kill Jesus. Aware of 
this, Jesus withdrew from that place. Many followed him, and he 
healed all their sick, warning them not to tell who he was. This was to 
fulfil what was spoken through the prophet Isaiah: Here is my servant 
whom I have chosen, the one 1 love, in whom I delight; I will put my 
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Spirit on him, and he will proclaim justice to the nations. He will not 
quarrel or cry out; no-one will hear his voice in the streets. A bruised 
reed he will not break, and a smouldering wick he will not snuff out, till 
he leads justice to victory. In his name the nations will put their hope. 
(Matthew 12:14-21) 

The Heart of Christ How contrary to the spirit of Average Man is 
the spirit of Jesus Christ! Average Man reacts with anger and force to 
injury and the threat of harm, especially if he happens to have power. 
The only reason why he may not is if he does not have sufficient power 
to overcome the threat. All this is understandable, but how different is 
it to the reaction of Christ! In our Gospel today the scene opens with the 
Pharisees leaving and plotting how they might kill Jesus. This is a 
phenomenon to be contemplated with some wonder. Jesus shows 
himself to be of immense and flawless moral beauty. What a treasure to 
have such a person in the midst of men, such a force for good, and 
exercising such divine power as well! And yet the leaders oppose and 
wish to do away with him. Consider what might have been the result of 
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our Lord’s ministry — humanly speaking, that is — if the leaders of the 
people, the Scribes and Pharisees, the Sadducees, the priests and others 
who constituted the institutional leadership of the people, had all 
recognized willingly and with a grateful heart the mission and ministry 
of our Lord! What if they had been like the Ninevites in their 
acceptance of Jonah. But it was not so. They closed in on him and 
became determined to do away with him. But the point to be observed 
here is the response of Christ to this hostility. In various other contexts 
he showed that he had almighty power. In the face of a deadly storm at 
sea at a word he calmed the entire tempest. What earthly power could 
overcome the resources that Christ had at his immediate disposal. Let 
us put the point graphically. What army could do this? What army 
could overcome the power of Christ should he have chosen to use it in 
any military sense? When he was about to be arrested, our Lord 
obliquely referred to this when he said that, were he to ask, his heavenly 
Father would send him twelve legions of angels. Again, in the Garden 
of Gethsemane just before he was arrested by force, the Temple soldiers 
who had come to arrest him fell back in confusion at his word (John 
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18:6) — a hint of what Christ could do in the face of physical force. 
But this was not his way. It was not his spirit. He did not meet force 
with force. We read in our passage today that at the scheming of the 
Pharisees, Christ simply withdrew. 

In the face of personal insults and threats to his person, Christ 
was meek and humble of heart. His power was there all along but it 
was used simply to renew and restore fallen man. He did not apply 
supernatural force to overcome opponents. He withdrew and proceeded 
to assist those who chose to follow him. In all of this he was the 
fulfilment of the Scriptures in their description of the coming Messiah. 
“Many followed him, and he healed all their sick, warning them not to 
tell who he was. This was to fulfil what was spoken through the prophet 
Isaiah: Here is my serx’ant whom I have chosen, the one I love, in whom 
I delight; I will put my Spirit on him, and he will proclaim justice to the 
nations. He will not quarrel or cry out; no-one will hear his voice in 
the streets. A bruised reed he will not break, and a smouldering wick 
he will not snuff out, till he leads justice to victory. In his name the 
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nations will put their hope ” (Matthew 12: 14-21). While dying on the 
cross he heard the words of the penitent criminal who was dying with 
him, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your Kingdom.'’’’ They 
were remarkable words, and they elicited from Christ a further act of 
power: “7 promise you, this day you will be with me in Paradise.'’’’ He 
was challenged to come down from the cross, if he were the Messiah 
the Son of God. But he responded humbly in silence and drank of his 
cup to the full, and in this way exercised his redeeming power. The 
almighty power of God showed itself not in Christ defending himself 
against insult and injury but in showing mercy. As we place ourselves 
in the Gospel scene to day let us not only observe how different is the 
way of Christ from the way of man but above all let us draw near to the 
very heart of Christ and come to know him. He invites us elsewhere in 
the Gospel to come to him and to learn from him, for he is meek and 
humble of heart. By placing ourselves close to him and learning from 
him, we shall find rest for our souls. Contemplating his example, we 
ought above all to strive to be united to him. That is the foundation and 
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the source of the impulse to imitate Christ. It is above all Christ himself 
whom the Christian seeks. 

The four Gospels are the summit of the Scriptures because they 
present most clearly the person, the example and the teaching of Christ. 
By reading the Gospels we have a privileged means of coming to know 
Jesus personally and of drawing near to him in prayer. We are able to 
draw near to him and be with him. We are able to sustain our union 
with him and grow in this union by an assiduous and daily effort to 
imitate him at the level of the heart. Our ambition should be to let 
Christ’s mind become the model for our own and, by the power of 
God’s grace, gradually to be transformed into his likeness. Let us take 
up the Gospels daily with the intention of doing this. 
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Sixteenth Sunday of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 54 (53): 6, 8 See, I have God for my help. The 
Lord sustains my soul. I will sacrifice to you with willing heart, and 
praise your name, O Lord, for it is good. 

Collect Show favour, O Lord, to your servants and mercifully 
increase the gifts of your grace, that, made fervent in hope, faith and 
charity, they may be ever watchful in keeping your commands. Through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Wisdom 12:13.16-19; Psalm 85; 

Romans 8:26-27; Matthew 13:24-43 

Jesus told them another parable: The kingdom of heaven is like a man 
who sowed good seed in his field. But while everyone was sleeping, his 
enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and went away. When 
the wheat sprouted and formed ears, then the weeds also appeared. 
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The owner’s servants came to him and said, ‘Sir, didn’t you sow good 
seed in your field? Where then did the weeds come from?’ ‘An enemy 
did this, ’ he replied. The servants asked him, ‘Do you want us to go 
and pull them up? ’ ‘No, ’ he answered, 'because while you are pulling 
the weeds, you may root up the wheat with them. Let both grow 
together until the harvest. At that time I will tell the harvesters: First 
collect the weeds and tie them in bundles to be burned; then gather the 
wheat and bring it into my barn. ’ He told them another parable: The 
kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed, which a man took and 
planted in his field. Though it is the smallest of all your seeds, yet when 
it grows, it is the largest of garden plants and becomes a tree, so that 
the birds of the cur come and perch in its branches. He told them still 
another parable: The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took 
and mixed into a large amount of flour until it worked all through the 
dough. Jesus spoke cdl these things to the crowd in parables; he did not 
say anything to them without using a parable. So was fulfilled what 
was spoken through the prophet: / will open my mouth in parables, l 
will utter things hidden since the creation of the world. Then he left the 
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crowd and went into the house. His disciples came to him and said, 
Explain to us the parable of the weeds in the field. He answered, The 
one who sowed the good seed is the Son of Man. The field is the world, 
and the good seed stands for the sons of the kingdom. The weeds are 
the sons of the evil one, and the enemy who sows them is the devil. The 
harvest is the end of the age, and the harvesters are angels. As the 
weeds are pulled up and burned in the fire, so it will be at the end of the 
age. The Son of Man will send out his angels, and they will weed out of 
his kingdom everything that causes sin and all who do evil. They will 
throw them into the fiery furnace, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the 
kingdom of their Father. He who has ears, let him hear. (Matthew 13: 
24-43) 

Faith One of the very great lives of nineteenth century Australia was 
that of Mary MacKillop, the first Australian to be beatified and then 
canonized. She had many non-Catholic friends, including 
non-Christian friends. On one occasion one of these friends spoke to 
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Mary of the admiration she had for her faith. She herself, she told 
Mary, could not overcome her scepticism. We have in those two 
persons, both friends and both good people — one of them being a saint 
— the contrast between faith and its lack. I remember watching a 
lengthy interview with an American intellectual who had been a friend 
of a Catholic priest. During the course of the interview he narrated how 
he was once asked by his priest friend what it was that held him back 
from Christian belief. He said that he told the priest that faith was a 
gift, and that he obviously did not have that gift. I suspect that he said 
this with some irony and as a way to manifest his scepticism and 
perhaps implicit ridicule of Church teaching. Whatever of that, while 
faith is not a divider of friendships it is certainly a divider in religion. 
Faith! The Church teaches that faith is a gift from God and not simply 
an acquisition gained through personal effort, even though personal 
effort prepares the way and disposes a person for its reception. It is a 
gift of the Holy Spirit received at Baptism and is a permanent 
disposition of the mind and soul. It is a supernatural gift predisposing a 
person to accept the person and teaching of Jesus and empowering him 
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to resist the temptation to scepticism and resistance to God’s authority. 
If it is nourished and protected, it will grow strong and lead to holiness. 
Like any gift it can be neglected and allowed to die, but with repentance 
the grace of God can raise it to life again. It can be deliberately refused 
prior to its granting. That is to say, a person can knowingly refuse to 
believe, and our Lord says that if a person does this, that person is in 
imminent danger of damnation. The one who refuses to believe, our 
Lord told his disciples, will be condemned, while the one who chooses 
to believe will be saved. 

Consider an elderly person who all her life has genuinely 
believed in Christ. She has been faithful to the practice of her religion, 
going to Mass all her life not only every Sunday but virtually every day. 
Her life has been a life of prayer and full acceptance of the teaching of 
the Church which she recognizes to be both the body of Christ and his 
living representative here on earth. How are we to account for this faith 
and this complete lack of scepticism in her religion? How are we to 
account for her acceptance of and obedience to the authority of God as 
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present and active in Christ’s Church? It is due to the gift that she 
received on the day of her Baptism, the gift of faith by which the Holy 
Spirit inclined her - and continues to incline her - to belief in Christ. It 
is an inestimable gift, and without it she would not have attained the 
union with God that is hers. She is now elderly and her life is Christ. 
She knows that he is her Saviour and her God. She shows all the signs 
of one who will die in the arms of her Saviour, although she would be 
the first to avow that were she to be deliberately negligent she could fall 
away. She is weak, she is a sinner, but Christ is her life. All this is due 
to the foundation of her life which is the supernatural virtue of faith she 
received at her Baptism. Today we think of our Lord’s parable of the 
good seed sown in the field (Matthew 13: 24-43). They are the ones 
who have received the gift of faith and who have lived according to it. 
They are the sons and daughters of the kingdom. The weeds are the 
sons of the evil one. They are not those who have simply not received 
the gift of faith. Rather they are those who knowingly refuse it or who 
knowingly refuse whatever light comes from God. If they do not 
repent, their prospects are serious indeed. Our Lord speaks of “the fiery 
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furnace, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” Those 
who, having received the gift of faith either prior to or following on 
their efforts to be properly disposed, live generously in its light, will 
“shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father.” The divine gift of 
faith is the beginning of eternal life here and the means of gaining life 
hereafter. 

Let us who believe in Christ as the Lord and who accept his 
body the Church as his representative here on earth be very conscious 
of the gift that came to us at our Baptism. It is the all-important 
supernatural gift of faith. It is the foundation of our practice of religion 
and union with God. We were blessed with this gift by the Holy Spirit 
and enabled to accept Christ readily as our Lord and our Redeemer. Let 
us guard and nourish this gift by living according as the Church teaches, 
building up a true spiritual life and in this way allowing our faith to take 


us to heaven. 



1678 


Monday of the Sixteenth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 54 (53): 6, 8 See, I have God for my help. The 
Lord sustains my soul. I will sacrifice to you with willing heart, and 
praise your name, O Lord, for it is good. 

Collect Show favour, O Lord, to your servants and mercifully 
increase the gifts of your grace, that, made fervent in hope, faith and 
charity, they may be ever watchful in keeping your commands. Through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Exodus 14:5-18; Ps: Exodus 15; Matthew 12:38-42 

Then some of the Pharisees and teachers of the law said to him, 
Teacher, we want to see a miraculous sign from you. He answered, A 
wicked and adulterous generation asks for a miraculous sign! But none 
will be given it except the sign of the prophet Jonah. For as Jonah was 
three days and three nights in the belly of a huge fish, so the Son of 
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Man will be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth. The 
men of Nineveh will stand up at the judgment with this generation and 
condemn it; for they repented at the preaching of Jonah, and now one 
greater than Jonah is here. The Queen of the South will rise at the 
judgment with this generation and condemn it; for she came from the 
ends of the earth to listen to Solomon’s wisdom, and now one greater 
than Solomon is here. (Matthew 12: 38-42) 

Dispositions I remember years ago I was travelling in a train reading 
a book and a person came up from behind me and opened up a 
conversation on religion. I asked him if he was looking for information 
from me on that subject but he said that no, all he wanted was to debate 
with me. He wanted to argue over the truth of the existence of God and 
of various other points in religion. I could see that his mind was made 
up on these issues and that all he wanted to do was win an argument. I 
told him that I was not interested in such a discussion. He could see 
that this was true, and so he immediately left me. In the nineteenth 
century one of the great apologists for revealed religion was John Henry 
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Newman (now beatified). He wrote that the deciding factor in the 
position that people take up in respect to religion was where they were 
coming from, their starting points and what they considered as the first 
principles of any such discussion. In this respect, he did not deny the 
logical validity of the proofs of the existence of God, but he said that 
they fail to convince because of the basic presuppositions that people 
have — their first principles. He went further and said that the first 
principles and presuppositions that people have in religious and moral 
matters have their roots in their moral attitudes. Without knowing it, 
they do not want to believe in God or Christ or in the morality of this or 
that practical matter. They are coming at the issue with attitudes 
already set, and those attitudes govern what they are prepared to accept. 
Well now, let us consider our Gospel passage today and see what is 
happening in the hearts of those who approached our Lord. Some of the 
Pharisees and teachers of the Law said to Jesus, Teacher, we want to see 
a miraculous sign from you. They were coming to our Lord and in 
effect saying, we will believe in you if you give us this kind of proof, 
the proof of a certain kind of miracle. But our Lord responded by 
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saying that sin was behind this request. It is a “wicked generation” that 
makes such a request of me. 

That is to say, they were not in any way open to our Lord’s 
person and teaching and all they were doing was trying to put to him 
tests that they hoped he would fail in. It meant, ultimately, that 
whatever he did, they would refuse him. The problem was where they 
were coming from, and they were blind to their condition. I mentioned 
John Henry Newman and his stress on the importance of the right moral 
attitudes and starting points. He wrote further that often those starting 
points are hidden from our sight, and we need to pray to God that he 
will provide us with the right starting points, the right first principles. 
Undoubtedly the scribes and Pharisees were blind to where they were 
coming from. They needed to repent. Until this happened nothing that 
Christ did would avail in changing their attitude. And so he said to 
them that no sign would be given them except himself, he himself and 
his death and his rising from the dead. They needed to repent. “ But 
none will be given it except the sign of the prophet Jonah. For as Jonah 
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was three days and three nights in the belly of a huge fish, so the Son of 
Man will be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth. The 
men of Nineveh will stand up at the judgment with this generation and 
condemn it; for they repented at the preaching of Jonah, and now one 
greater than Jonah is here. The Queen of the South will rise at the 
judgment with this generation and condemn it; for she came from the 
ends of the earth to listen to Solomon’s wisdom, and now one greater 
than Solomon is here ” (Matthew 12: 38-42). They would be 
condemned for not responding to the presence among them of Jesus, 
and for not repenting. Others in the past had repented on seeing far less 
than what they were seeing, and had done so with no miracles. They, 
however, culpably lacked the fundamental dispositions that were 
absolutely necessary for an apprehension of the truth, and so no sign 
would be given them for it would not avail. 

Let us all our lives contemplate the person of Jesus and his 
teaching. If we are good soil, his person and his teaching will produce 
the hundredfold that God intends. If we are not, if we are the stony 
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path, or the thorns, or the rocky ground, the seed of God’s word will 
have little effect. Let us then ask God to work in us by the power of his 
grace and grant us the dispositions that will make faith in Jesus both 
possible and fruitful. 
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Tuesday of the Sixteenth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 54 (53): 6, 8 See, I have God for my help. The 
Lord sustains my soul. I will sacrifice to you with willing heart, and 
praise your name, O Lord, for it is good. 

Collect Show favour, O Lord, to your servants and mercifully 
increase the gifts of your grace, that, made fervent in hope, faith and 
charity, they may be ever watchful in keeping your commands. Through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Exodus 14:21-15:1; Ps: Ex. 15; Matthew 12:46-50 

While Jesus was still talking to the crowd, his mother and brothers 
stood outside, wanting to speak to him. Someone told him, Your mother 
and brothers are standing outside, wanting to speak to you. He replied 
to him, Who is my mother, and who are my brothers? Pointing to his 
disciples, he said, Here are my mother and my brothers. For whoever 
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does the will of my Father in heaven is my brother and sister and 
mother. (Matthew 12:46-50) 

Christ’s Brethren There are a number of implications in the short 
scene presented by our Gospel passage today that we ought to ponder 
on. Our Lord is talking to the crowd and a message comes to him 
saying that his mother and his relatives wanted to speak to him. The 
term “ brothers ” in this context refers, of course, not to immediate blood 
brothers because Mary his mother was ever a virgin, but rather to close 
relatives. Consider the ordinariness in which the Son of God made man 
is immersed. He is God himself, God’s only Son of the same nature 
and being as the Father. Yet he took to himself a human nature, and 
here we see it being played out in its family context. Mary his most 
holy mother, full of grace and entirely submissive to the word of God, 
is part of this circle of relatives. Apart from her, there is no reason to 
think of our Lord’s “ brothers ” — which is to say his relatives — as 
being holy in any especially notable way (except future disciples among 
them). He and his mother are part of that matrix of relationships, and 
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live out their lives in that very human and ordinary situation. His 
relatives’ unhesitating request to him that he come and see them shows 
how well he submitted to this human and family situation that flowed 
from his Incarnation. In this, Christ sets us an example, an example 
reflected by his mother. We are called to follow and imitate Christ in 
our families with all their limitations. We may presume that our Lord 
did soon conclude (or interrupt) his conversion with the crowds and 
with the disciples before him, and go to speak with his “ mother and 
brothers''. But before he did so, he made a point to all those to whom 
he was speaking, and presumably Matthew the author of our Gospel 
heard it. “ Who is my mother, and who are my brothers? Pointing to his 
disciples, he said, Here are my mother and my brothers. For whoever 
does the will of my Father in heaven is my brother and sister and 
mother ” (Matthew 12:46-50). 

In these words our Lord is making very clear who is the one 
who is closest to him. Imagine having been a close relative of Jesus as 
he was growing up in Nazareth and then during his public ministry! 
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Here, the small group of relatives felt they had a claim on him which 
itself indicated their closeness with one another and with Jesus himself. 
They knew him very well. However, our Lord makes clear that the one 
closest to him, the one he regards as especially his brother and sister 
and mother, is the one who does the will of his Father in heaven. He 
points to those of his disciples who are before him and who have been 
avidly listening to his words. They want to do the will of the Father in 
heaven. So there is a new family of Jesus coming into being and it 
consists of those who are one with him in striving to do the will of the 
Father in heaven. The Christian knows that he could well have said to 
the crowds that in fact there was one who fulfilled this to perfection, 
namely his mother who awaited him outside with his relatives. She 
would be the mother of his disciples and their great intercessor. We 
remember how at the wedding feast of Cana the wine ran out. It was 
she who approached our Lord to tell him of this so as to suggest he do 
something about it. She placed the need before him and this brought 
forward the entry of our Lord into his public ministry. So, too, she 
places our needs before him now. We remember how, at the foot of the 
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Cross, Mary his mother stood with the beloved disciple who in his own 
person represented us. He gave his mother to him and him to his 
mother. She became by divine appointment the mother of Christ’s 
faithful and the exemplar within the Church of all who strive to do the 
will of the Father in heaven. She is the perfect imitator of Christ in his 
obedience to the Father. She is our model and our mother in what 
Christ says he prizes more than anything: obedience to the will of the 
Father. In our Gospel scene today we have a picture of the seed of the 
Church of which we are members and to which all are called. 

Let us place ourselves in our Gospel scene today before our 
Lord who is speaking to us about the will of our Father in heaven. Let 
us resolve to make the fulfilment of God’s will the goal of our lives, a 
goal we seek in union with Jesus, aided by his grace, and inspired by 
the example and helped by the prayers of Mary who is not only his 
mother but ours. Let us make the will of God the heart and soul of our 
daily life, avoiding sin and repenting of it daily. 
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Wednesday of the Sixteenth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 54 (53): 6, 8 See, I have God for my help. The 
Lord sustains my soul. I will sacrifice to you with willing heart, and 
praise your name, O Lord, for it is good. 

Collect Show favour, O Lord, to your servants and mercifully 
increase the gifts of your grace, that, made fervent in hope, faith and 
charity, they may be ever watchful in keeping your commands. Through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Exodus 16:1-5.9-15; Psalm 77; Matthew 13:1-9 

That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat by the lake. Such 
large crowds gathered round him that he got into a boat and sat in it, 
while cdl the people stood on the shore. Then he told them many things 
in parables, saying: A farmer went out to sow his seed. As he was 
scattering the seed, some fell along the path, and the birds came and 
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ate it up. Some fell on rocky places, where it did not have much soil. It 
sprang up quickly, because the soil was shallow. But when the sun 
came up, the plants were scorched, and they withered because they had 
no root. Other seed fell among thorns, which grew up and choked the 
plants. Still other seed fell on good soil, where it produced a crop — a 
hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown. He who has ears, let him 
hear. (Matthew 13:1-9) 

The Gospels It is of interest to let one’s mind range over the history 
of human thought and to think of the methods used by the great minds 
and teachers of the centuries to convey their thought and teaching. 
Consider Socrates with his probing questions, designed to bring forth 
the meanings that were implicit in accepted assumptions. He employed 
what has come to be called the Socratic method. It is employed by a 
questioner speaking to an individual, and certainly not to the masses. 
Plato taught in allegories and other genre, while Aristotle was noted for 
his abstract enquiry. The context with these great philosophers was the 
academy or a select group of students and disciples. Alexander the 
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Great had been a student of Aristotle’s. Or again, take the Bible itself, 
the written vehicle of the word of God. We see there short treatises of 
history, narrative, poetry, numerous quoted sermons of the prophets, 
abstract dissertations such as Wisdom, Ecclesiasticus, maxims such as 
the book of Proverbs, and so forth. God used various forms of 
communication to express his word in writing. Let that be the broad 
backdrop as we gaze at Christ teaching the large crowds who gathered 
to hear him. He preached the word of God — his own word — to them 
and what genre did he use? He more often than not used the story. He 
would compose a brief story drawn from the circumstances of their 
lives to express his point. At times he used what we might call maxims, 
such as what we refer to as the Beatitudes: “Blessed are the poor in 
spirit for theirs is the kingdom of heaven”. Matthew gives numerous 
sayings of our Lord, and weaves them into sermons, such as the Sermon 
on the Mount. Undoubtedly our Lord spoke to the crowds in this 
fashion too. But especially notable are his stories, or parables, and we 
have an example of one in our passage today (Matthew 13:1-9). They 
show how our Lord was close to the people. He knew their world and 
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their daily situation and he drew them into his teaching by presenting it 
in a fashion that was abundantly clear to them. By his stories and 
parables he led them from the known to the unknown. 

Even though the reader of the Gospels lives two thousand years 
from the time of our Lord’s utterance of his parables, his use of the 
parable renders his teaching luminously accessible. In this sense they 
are timeless. The reader is able to contemplate the word of God by 
means of imaginative visualization. John Henry Newman (now 
beatified) in his master work on the philosophy of religious faith — A 
Grammar of Assent — helped to show the importance of the 
imagination in the religious apprehension of God. Our Lord is 
constantly using the imagination in his presentation of the word of God. 
He speaks concretely and in images. The farmer is going out to sow. 
He describes the seed falling on various types of ground and what then 
happens to it. He describes the seed falling on to good soil and bearing 
its fruit. Whether a person is capable of great abstract thinking or not, 
such a method makes the word of God accessible not only to the masses 
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who were gathered before our Lord at the time of his speaking, but to 
the masses from generation to generation. Each of us who read the 
Gospels ought to use our imaginations. We ought place ourselves in the 
Gospel scene, knowing that in fact the risen Jesus is actually near to us 
as we pray. He sees us and he is with us. And so in a loving memory 
of his words and deeds, placing ourselves in his real and living 
presence, we contemplate him there speaking and telling his parable. 
There and then he tells the same story to us anew in our hearts, as we 
read. We give him our full attention, thinking of the details of his story, 
of the farmer sowing his seed and of the seed having at times little 
effect, at times great effect. We should enter truly into the story 
because not only will this be illuminating but it will place us ever close 
to our Lord in our hearts. We shall draw near to him in spirit and our 
love for him will grow. We shall enter into his mind, as it were, and 
progressively make his mind our own. Let this mind be in you, St Paul 
wrote, that was in Christ Jesus. Reading the Gospels prayerfully, and 
especially entering into his parables, will help us do this. 



1694 


Let us learn to love the Gospels and the words of our Lord that 
are contained therein. Let us especially appreciate our Lord’s parables, 
loving to enter into them imaginatively and thus to appreciate his divine 
teaching. St Jerome once wrote that ignorance of Scripture is ignorance 
of Christ. This applies especially to ignorance of the Gospels. 

-<b»©«d>- 
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Thursday of the Sixteenth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 54 (53): 6, 8 See, I have God for my help. 
The Lord sustains my soul. I will sacrifice to you with willing heart, 
and praise your name, O Lord, for it is good. 

Collect Show favour, O Lord, to your servants and mercifully 
increase the gifts of your grace, that, made fervent in hope, faith and 
charity, they may be ever watchful in keeping your commands. Through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Ex. 19:1-2.9-11.16-20; Ps. Dan. 3; Matthew 13:10-17 

The disciples came to Jesus and asked, Why do you speak to the people 
in parables? He replied, The knowledge of the secrets of the kingdom of 
heaven has been given to you, but not to them. Whoever has will be 
given more, and he will have an abundance. Whoever does not have, 
even what he has will be taken from him. This is why 1 speak to them in 
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parables: Though seeing, they do not see; though hearing, they do not 
hear or understand. In them is fulfilled the prophecy of Isaiah: ‘You 
will be ever hearing but never understanding; you will be ever seeing 
but never perceiving. For this people’s heart has become calloused; 
they hardly hear with their ears, and they have closed their eyes. 
Othem’ise they might see with their eyes, hear with their ears, 
understand with their hearts and turn, and I would heal them. ’ But 
blessed are your eyes because they see, and your ears because they 
hear. For I tell you the truth, many prophets and righteous men longed 
to see what you see but did not see it, and to hear what you hear but did 
not hear it. (Matthew 13:10-17) 

Reluctant Heart One of the principal interests of British philosophy 
for centuries has been the act of knowing. What is it to know, and is 
what we call knowledge a true grasp of objective reality, or is it purely a 
subjective act? Of course, in everyday life there is necessarily a 
question as to whether one’s impression of something is objectively 
correct or not. But the broad opinion of men and the ages is that we can 
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and do know things. But a strong current in philosophy has taken the 
fact of doubt and error far further. It has asked if the human mind can 
ever know anything for certain and whether human knowledge consists 
simply of subjective impressions. As a matter of fact, this has been a 
philosophical question for over two thousand years, and we see 
references to it even in the writings of Cicero. As an aside, I suggest 
the answer lies in the idea of intuition and evidence. That is to say, it is 
simply evident to us that we can know things objectively. Whether we 
do in any particular instance is a further matter. Be that as it may, 
another contested issue is the knowledge attained through religious 
faith. I believe in the word of Christ, and so I accept his divinity and 
the trinity of persons in one God. Because of my faith I attain 
knowledge that I would not have, had I lacked faith. Faith takes me to 
knowledge that is beyond what I would know had I relied merely on my 
own observation and reasoning. A question arises: is this faith simply 
an intellectual and reasoning act or does it depend on other factors also? 
Faith obviously engages the reason, but is this all there is to it? Is faith 
just a species of good or bad reasoning? Does faith simply involve the 
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exercise of good powers of reasoning which enable a person to do good 
research and reach conclusions unattainable for another person with 
more limited intellectual capacity? This is important because in 
everyday life there are many persons with very good powers of reason 
who do not have faith, and others that do. So is more than correct 
reasoning required? It is impossible here to discuss all the factors which 
may lead a person to faith, be they rational, or the example of others or 
whatever. But I raise this question because there is one fundamental 
factor that appears in our Gospel passage today. It is the moral factor 
disposing a person for faith. It shows that faith requires not just 
reasoning, but moral dispositions. 

In our case today, our Lord is asked by his disciples why he 
speaks to the people in parables and not simply and directly. Our Lord 
had just told a parable to the crowds and had left his audience to ponder 
on its message, concluding with the appeal: “ Listen, anyone who has 
ears /” He explained to his disciples that “The knowledge of the secrets 
of the kingdom of heaven has been given to you, but not to them.” What 
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does he mean? He explains and quotes the prophet Isaiah in the process. 
“This is why I speak to them in parables: Though seeing, they do not 
see; though hearing, they do not hear or understand. In them is 
fulfilled the prophecy of Isaiah: ‘You will be ever hearing but never 
understanding; you will be ever seeing but never perceiving. For this 
people ’.s' heart has become calloused; they hardly hear with their ears, 
and they have closed their eyes. Otherwise they might see with their 
eyes, hear with their ears, understand with their hearts and turn, and 1 
would heed them. ,u (Matthew 13: 10-17) The crowds our Lord had 
before him hear, but they do not really hear nor do they understand 
because their heart has hardened. How has this happened? As the 
prophet Isaiah said, they “have closed their eyes.” Why have they done 
this? It is because they do not want to see, nor do they want to hear, nor 
do they want to understand. They do not really want to be healed. 
“Otherwise they might see with their eyes, hear with their ears, 
understand with their hearts and turn, and I would heed them.” In their 
heart of hearts they are reluctant and unwilling to change. They do not 
want the healing action of God because of what it will involve. They 
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do not want to repent. Our Lord could see this moral reluctance, this 
unwillingness at the level of the heart and so he kept from them the full 
message contained in the parable. He stated the parable and invited 
them truly to hear it, those who have ears with which to hear. He 
invited them to open their hearts to the word of God and to the grace of 
God that prompts the acceptance of it. So in the act of faith there is 
required a moral factor. One can love the light or not love it, and this 
moral predisposition is of decisive importance for religious knowledge. 

Let us ask that God will give us a ready heart. Faith in him is not just a 
mere intellectual exercise. It involves a willingness to repent and to 
accept him for all that this might involve. What can lead us to this faith 
and acceptance? Love. Let us draw near to him and listen to his words, 
asking for the grace to love him, to love him who is the true object of 
the human heart. In a word, let us resolve to be truly disciples of Christ. 
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Friday of the Sixteenth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 54 (53): 6, 8 See, I have God for my help. The 
Lord sustains my soul. I will sacrifice to you with willing heart, and 
praise your name, O Lord, for it is good. 

Collect Show favour, O Lord, to your servants and mercifully 
increase the gifts of your grace, that, made fervent in hope, faith and 
charity, they may be ever watchful in keeping your commands. Through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture readings : Exodus 20:1-17; Psalm 18; Matthew 13:18-23 

Jesus said to his disciples: “Listen then to what the parable of the 
sower means: When anyone hears the message about the kingdom and 
does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what was 
sown in his heart. This is the seed sown along the path. The one who 
received the seed that fell on rocky places is the man who hears the 
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word and at once receives it with joy. But since he has no root, he lasts 
only a short time. When trouble or persecution comes because of the 
word, he quickly falls away. The one who received the seed that fell 
among the thorns is the man who hears the word, but the worries of this 
life and the deceitfulness of wealth choke it, making it unfruitful. But 
the one who received the seed that fell on good soil is the man who 
hears the word and understands it. He produces a crop, yielding a 
hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown. ” (Matthew 13:18-23) 

Success One of the intriguing things about the world and all that 
makes it up is its yearning for perfection. This is principally a feature 
of man — but reflected in its varied ways in the rest of creation. 
Winston Churchill once wrote that “To improve is to change. To be 
perfect is to have changed a lot.” The point I prefer to take from this 
remark is that change finds its truest purpose in the quest for perfection. 
Change, so evident in man, is universal in visible reality, and this 
change is a sign of the universal quest for perfection. The plant grows, 
struggles, and finally achieves its glory in the flowers or fruit it 
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produces. It is, analogously, seeking its perfection. Animals grow and 
flourish, and seek their perfection, such as it is. There is a drive 
everywhere to be better and to do better. A person who changes little, 
even physically, will not attain his potential. So the question of success 
and of flourishing in life is a very fundamental question. We can be 
ultimately successful, or we can fail. The ultimate success is beyond 
our dreams — it is heaven forever. The ultimate failure is horrifying — 
it is damnation forever. God has made us with a natural yearning for 
success together with a natural revulsion at failure. All applaud 
success, and they pity or even condemn failure. The issue, of course, 
pivots on what success and failure are, because there is disagreement. 
What matters is not what man generally opines on this, but what God 
judges to be success and failure. In our Gospel passage today our Lord 
refers to success. He is painting the picture of a man going out to sow 
his seed. Some of the seed is successful, and some a failure. “The one 
who received the seed that fell on good soil is the man who hears the 
word and understands it. He produces a crop, yielding a hundred, sixty 
or thirty times what was sown ” (Matthew 13: 18-23). God sent his Son 
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to dwell among us so that we might be successful — that we might be 
like the farmer who, in casting his seed on the good soil, produces a 
hundredfold. God does not want us to be like the seed that failed and 
produced nothing. Let us ask, then, what is it that brings about failure 
in God’s sight? 

Let us consider our Lord’s explanation of his parable, and what 
it is that caused the seed to fail in his story. The first lot of seed fell on 
the pathway and was snatched up by the birds of the air. The birds 
stand for the demons (“the evil one”). At the dawn of human history, 
Satan entered the scene and brought about a great failure in man. He 
tempted the woman, who tempted the man, and they both fell — and 
the human race has been mired in terrible failures ever since. On one 
occasion, our Lord told Simon Peter that he was taking Satan ’s part in 
what he had just proposed. At the Last Supper our Lord referred to 
Satan as a Prince. He was the Prince of this world, and he was 
advancing, setting up his armaments for attack. At our Lord’s Passion 
Satan unleashed an immense blitzkrieg against the Messiah, and our 



1705 


Lord was left as a burnt offering, the Lamb sacrificed. While Christ 
gained an immense success, many do not and the devil is a major reason 
for their failure. Judas Iscariot failed. Satan had entered him, as St 
John writes. So “the evil one” is a source of man’s ultimate failure. 
Another source is man’s own person — the sin that is in him. We read 
in our passage that “ The one who received the seed that fell on rocky 
places is the man who hears the word and at once receives it with joy. 
But since he has no root, he lasts only a short time. When trouble or 
persecution comes because of the word, he quickly falls away.'’’’ He has 
no root. It is he himself that is the cause of his failure. We may say 
that this reminds us of man’s propensity to sin and how he can freely 
consent to this. From within his own heart come the seeds of his 
ultimate failure — he does not choose to be or remain implanted in God 
and in grace. Let us call this source of failure “the flesh” — all that is 
within a man that leads him away from true success in God. Then there 
is the world around him, which we may take as the thorns into which 
the seed fell. “The one who received the seed that fell among the thorns 
is the man who hears the word, but the worries of this life and the 
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deceitfulness of wealth choke it, making it unfruitful. , '’ So we have the 
world, the flesh, and the “evil one” — these are the sources of man’s 
failure. 


Let us resolve to fight for true success, and the field is won day 
by day. Every advance against the world, the flesh and the devil is a 
step towards the success that God wants each of us to have. We shall 
be successful, or we shall fail. There is no other alternative. The 
terrible thing about this is that the stakes are very high indeed, for we 
are speaking of either salvation or damnation. Let us stand with Christ, 
then! Let us never drift from him, because if we remain in him we 
cannot fail. Apart from him we shall. 







1707 


Saturday of the Sixteenth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 54 (53): 6, 8 See, I have God for my help. The 
Lord sustains my soul. I will sacrifice to you with willing heart, and 
praise your name, O Lord, for it is good. 

Collect Show favour, O Lord, to your servants and mercifully 
increase the gifts of your grace, that, made fervent in hope, faith and 
charity, they may be ever watchful in keeping your commands. Through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Exodus 24:3-8; Psalm 49; Matthew 13:24-30 

Jesus told them another parable: The kingdom of heaven is like a man 
who sowed good seed in his field. But while everyone was sleeping, his 
enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and went away. When 
the wheat sprouted and formed ears, then the weeds also appeared. 
The owner’s servants came to him and said, ‘Sir, didn’t you sow good 
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seed in your field? Where then did the weeds come from?’ ‘An enemy 
did this, ’ he replied. The servants asked him, ‘Do you want us to go 
and pull them up? ’ ‘No, ’ he answered, ‘because while you are pulling 
the weeds, you may root up the wheat with them. Let both grow 
together until the harvest. At that time I will tell the harx’esters: First 
collect the weeds and tie them in bundles to be burned; then gather the 
wheat and bring it into my barn.’ (Matthew 13:24-30) 

Bitterness I am convinced that one of the most universal of 

problems is that of bitter memories. As people grow older, difficult and 
hurtful memories can crowd their minds. If they do not learn to control 
those memories and cast a new and higher light on them, their lives will 
be blighted. Wise counselling can be of immense help, but each person 
must take his own case in hand and strive to look on his painful 
memories in a higher way. Those who caused the injuries that are being 
remembered will gradually die off and still the painful memories can 
remain unresolved. It is an aspect of the problem of evil as felt by the 
individual. There is no simple answer to this and yet those memories 
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have to be controlled and healed. A few great facts ought to be kept in 
mind by the one thus suffering. Firstly, the ultimate cause of suffering 
is sin — either sin within oneself, or sin outside of oneself. As St Paul 
writes in the Letter to the Romans, sin entered the world through one 
man and through sin death, and death has spread to the whole human 
race. So death and all that leads to death is ultimately due to the sin of 
man. Christ suffered incomparably and his sufferings were due entirely 
to the sin of the world, outside himself. He was absolutely sinless, and 
yet he suffered more than any other. The case is different with us. We 
cause suffering to others and they cause suffering to us. But whatever 
is or has been the suffering thus experienced — whether caused by us 
or by others or by a combination of both (which is usually the case) — 
the ultimate cause is sin. While in the first instance, our Lord’s parable 
today is about those who are good (the wheat) and those who are bad 
(the weeds) and the judgment of God on each, for our purposes here let 
us make a further application beyond that made by our Lord. Let us 
regard the weeds of the parable as an image of sin, and let us apply the 
parable to our hurtful experiences. “The kingdom of heaven is like a 
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man who sowed good seed in his field. But while everyone was 
sleeping, his enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and went 
away. When the wheat sprouted and formed ears, then the weeds also 
appeared (Matthew 13:24-30) In life, the wheat grows side by side 
with the weeds. 

There is a tradition in Christian thought that judges man to be 
wholly and entirely corrupted and sunk in sin. If by this is meant that 
by nature (following the Fall) there is no good in fallen man, I deny this 
to be revealed doctrine. Man is not totally corrupted. Rather, man is 
profoundly wounded by sin to the point where by nature he is subject to 
ignorance, to suffering and the dominion of death, and is inclined to sin. 
That is to say, there are weeds in abundance. Still, within each man by 
nature there is wheat as well. This having been said, let us focus on the 
presence of the weeds. While due to the work of Christ grace now 
abounds the more, nevertheless (as is obvious) there are the weeds of 
sin. They are everywhere among the wheat and sin is the malady 
common to us all. So when a person’s life is burdened by the painful 
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memories of past hurts caused by others, let him remember that the 
affliction of sin which all have inherited from our first parents is present 
in his life and also in the lives of those who have hurt him. Due to this 
common malady we have been hurt by others and others hurt by us. 
Indeed, more often than not, the hurts from which one suffers are due to 
sin both in others and in oneself. I think this thought of the common 
malady of sin can help those who suffer to be more forgiving towards 
those who have hurt them. There are weeds everywhere, and as the 
master of the field in the parable says, an enemy has done this. That 
enemy has gained a foothold in every man and woman, and the result is 
unhappiness and suffering for all. The one who has hurt us suffers from 
this malady too. Sin must be renounced, but due to this common 
malady, we all suffer from the hurts and injuries we inflict on one 
another to a greater or lesser extent. We share a common burden. So in 
our pain let us be understanding towards those who have hurt us. There 
is this further fact that is more important than all. In the parable, the 
field which has both wheat and weeds has at the same time a master, an 


owner. This can remind us that there is one master in whom we can 



1712 


trust. In the midst of our hurts we can trust that he will guide our path 
to its proper end. His love is active in his providence so let us not only 
recall the harsh elements in our life but also the good things which God 
has done, the providence that has been at work and which will take us 
to the end. Let us remember that while sin has passed to the whole 
human race because one man sinned, at the same time God is at work 
bringing us to our good. 

There is wheat in the field but many weeds as well. An enemy 
has done this, as the owner of the field in the parable says. St Paul 
wrote that God brings together all things for the good of those who love 
God. We can trust in him and looking back on life we can see his 
providence at work. That is a sign of the much better things which in 
the fullness of time God will bring us to. Let us then be forgiving and 
trust constantly in God. 
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Seventeenth Sunday of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 68 (67): 6 7, 36 God is in his holy place, 
God who unites those who dwell in his house; he himself gives might 
and strength to his people. 

Collect O God, protector of those who hope in you, without whom 
nothing has firm foundation, nothing is holy, bestow in abundance your 
mercy upon us and grant that, with you as our ruler and guide, we may 
use the good things that pass in such a way as to hold fast even now to 
those that ever endure. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 1 Kings 3:5, 7-12; Psalm 119:57, 72, 76-77, 127-130; 
Romans 8:28-30; Matthew 13:44-52 

Jesus said to his disciples: The kingdom of heaven is like treasure 
hidden in a field. When a man found it, he hid it again, and then in his 
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joy went and sold all he had and bought that field. Again, the kingdom 
of heaven is like a merchant looking for fine pearls. When he found one 
of great value, he went away and sold everything he had and bought it. 
Once again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was let down into 
the lake and caught all kinds offish. When it was full, the fishermen 
pulled it up on the shore. Then they sat down and collected the good 
fish in baskets, but threw the bad away. This is how it will be at the end 
of the age. The angels will come and separate the wicked from the 
righteous and throw them into the fiery furnace, where there will be 
weeping and gnashing of teeth. Have you understood cdl these things? 
Jesus asked. Yes, they replied. He said to them, Therefore every 
teacher of the law who has been instructed about the kingdom of heaven 
is like the owner of a house who brings out of his storeroom new 
treasures as well as old. (Matthew 13:44-52) 

Salvation in Christ All through the Gospels we see our Lord 
speaking of the Kingdom of Heaven. The Kingdom of Heaven is God’s 
lordship over the hearts of men and the world. God’s rule is found in 
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the first instance and in its fullness in the person of Jesus in whom, as St 
Paul writes, is present the entirety of the godhead bodily. All who enter 
into union with him enter into the Kingdom of God and Heaven. This 
Kingdom is made up of all those who are, to use the expression of the 
New Testament and particularly of St Paul, “in Christ.” If anyone loves 
me he will keep my word, our Lord tells us in St John’s Gospel, and we 
— my Father and I — will come to him and make our abode with him. 
All those who are in Jesus, with Jesus in them, are members of this 
Kingdom. In our passage today our Lord begins with a description of 
the dedication with which a person is called to seek this treasure, which 
is the person of Jesus Christ and union with him. “77ze kingdom of 
heaven is like treasure hidden in afield. When a man found it, he hid it 
again, and then in his joy went and sold all he had and bought that 
field. Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant looking for fine 
pearls. When he found one of great value, he went away and sold 
everything he had and bought it” (Matthew 13:44-52). But this earnest 
desire of the prospective disciple of Christ is nothing more than a 
reflection of the far greater desire of God and of Christ himself. We 
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read in a Letter of St Paul that though he possessed the glory and the 
condition of God, the Son put this aside and became as we men are, and 
humbler still even to death on a cross. In other words the Son of God 
“sold all he had” to gain the treasure which is our salvation in him. 
Christ gave up all his riches for the sake of the Kingdom which consists 
in all mankind being saved in and through him. This is the will of God 
— our sanctification, as St Paul writes. The will of God is the salvation 
of all, and Christ himself is the one who is par excellence the man in the 
parable who gave up all he had for this treasure. 

When we speak of the will of God, we must always remember 
that his will is that we, each and all of us, be finally with him forever in 
heaven. Strange to say, this has been called into question by some 
currents of Christian thought. Some would have it that there are some 
who are predestined by God to live forever with him in heaven, and 
others are not thus elected. This is profoundly erroneous. As St Paul 
writes in his letter to Timothy (1 Timothy 2:4) it is the will of the Father 
that “all men be saved.” It was in order to fulfil perfectly the universal 
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saving plan of his Father that Christ came. It was a mission that 
embraced the entire world of all time. He did not come to establish a 
Kingdom like that of so many other kingdoms of this world that are 
restricted to this or that region, people, civilization or epoch. His 
kingdom is meant to embrace all men of all ages in an eternal salvation. 
Our calling — and we have had this calling from all eternity — is to 
unite ourselves as perfectly as possible to this intent of Jesus, which is 
salvation. The stakes are high because there are ultimately only two 
alternatives facing every man and woman, and the entire world. There 
is only salvation or damnation. There is no middle possibility. In our 
Gospel passage today our Lord makes this very clear. “ Once again, the 
kingdom of heaven is like a net that was let down into the lake and 
caught all kinds offish. When it was full, the fishermen pulled it up on 
the shore. Then they sat down and collected the good fish in baskets, 
but threw the bad away. This is how it will be at the end of the age. 
The angels will come and separate the wicked from the righteous and 
throw them into the fiery furnace, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth." The treasure hidden in the field, the pearl of great 
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price, is that all men will be saved. That salvation consists in union 
with the living person of Jesus Christ who, in God’s plan, is to be found 
in the Church he founded. 

Let us pray that the will of God our Father will be done on earth 
as it is done in heaven. His will is that we, each and all of us without 
exception, be saved. The way to this is union with Jesus. The life that 
God offers, eternal life, consists in union with Jesus. The truth of it is 
to be found in him. He is the Way, the Truth and the Life, and his is the 
only name by which men can be saved. Let us then accept him totally 
together with his saving teaching, and every day endeavour to bring him 
to others. 

Further reading : The Catechism of the Catholic Church, no. 2822-2827 
(Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven) 
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Monday of the Seventeenth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 68 (67): 6 7, 36 God is in his holy place, 
God who unites those who dwell in his house; he himself gives might 
and strength to his people. 

Collect O God, protector of those who hope in you, without whom 
nothing has firm foundation, nothing is holy, bestow in abundance your 
mercy upon us and grant that, with you as our ruler and guide, we may 
use the good things that pass in such a way as to hold fast even now to 
those that ever endure. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Exodus 32:15-24.30-34; Ps 105; Matthew 13:31-35 

He told them another parable: The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard 
seed, which a man took and planted in his field. Though it is the 
smallest of all your seeds, yet when it grows, it is the largest of garden 
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plants and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and perch 
in its branches. He told them still another parable: The kingdom of 
heaven is like yeast that a woman took and mixed into a large amount 
of flour until it worked all through the dough. Jesus spoke all these 
things to the crowd in parables; he did not say anything to them without 
using a parable. So was fulfilled what was spoken through the prophet: 
I will open my mouth in parables, / will utter things hidden since the 
creation of the world. (Matthew 13:31-35) 

The Kingdom One of the fundamental sentiments driving human 
history is hope. The range of things men hope for is beyond number, 
but they all contribute to the press and flux of human history. Hope 
leads to marvelous advances in civilization just as it also leads to wars 
and disasters. The issue is, in what are we placing our hopes and for 
what are we dedicating our lives and energies? The story of God’s 
chosen people as it is presented in the inspired books of the Old 
Testament is likewise the story of a great hope: the hope that God held 
out to his chosen people. The hope was that God’s kingdom was 
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coming. In the book of Genesis, Abraham is promised that through him 
all the earth would be blessed. In the same book, Abraham’s grandson 
Jacob on his deathbed blesses his son Judah. He prophesies that the 
sceptre shall not be taken from Judah till the One comes for whom it is 
reserved. The sceptre would pass from Judah to him and he would be 
the hope of the nations. It is an allusion to the Messiah. David was 
promised that his kingdom would never end. So a great Ruler was 
coming and through him God in some sense would rule the world. The 
world would be blessed. Our Lord revealed that this Kingdom had 
arrived in him and he, the son of David, was its King. Well now, in our 
Gospel passage today our Lord tells us more. The Kingdom is modest 
in appearance but certain in its growth and in the blessings it brings. 
“The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed, which a man took and 
planted in his field. Though it is the smallest of all your seeds, yet when 
it grows, it is the largest of garden plants and becomes a tree, so that 
the birds of the cur come and perch in its branches .” (Matthew 
13:31-35) Our Lord’s own life is itself the example of this brief parable. 
He was born in utter obscurity: in a stable in Bethlehem. He was 



1722 


pursued, spirited away to Egypt and then raised in obscurity in 
Nazareth. Then he was revealed in Israel in his miracles, his teaching 
and his holy life. He suffered, died and was buried. God’s kingdom 
appears small but its future is beyond compare. 

The kingdom of heaven as announced by our Lord is, of course, 
union with him. He is the heart and soul of the kingdom of heaven and 
even if no-one else were to be living in union with him, God’s kingdom 
would be on earth in the life and person of Jesus Christ. But he is for 
all the nations and all the nations are called to be his disciples. Being 
Christ’s disciple brings a person into God’s kingdom, for it is this 
discipleship which opens the door to the Kingdom. The whole world is 
called to union and friendship with Jesus and to living life according to 
this friendship. Thus the purpose of human history is that Jesus Christ 
be Lord, Lord of all, Lord of heaven and of earth. He is the Lord of all, 
but salvation comes to men by their acknowledging this and living 
accordingly. This is the Kingdom of God and this Kingdom has arrived 
on the earth in the person of Jesus. The goal of all human history has 
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begun to be achieved, but it is an immense work and the parable of the 
mustard seed gives us a picture of what is involved in this divine 
process. It may look like the smallest of all the seeds but “ when it 
grows it is the largest of garden plants and becomes a tree, so that the 
birds of the air come and perch in its branches.” This is what will 
happen, and in the Creed the Christian professes that of this kingdom 
there will be no end. This is what is happening in human history on the 
large scale and it is what is happening on the small scale in the life of 
every disciple of Christ. Within the Christian, by his baptism a 
marvelous new and divine life has begun. It may appear very modest to 
those looking on and even to the one living the Christian life himself, 
but it has a power and a future which gives hope to all. If he is faithful 
to his Christian life by daily prayer, by receiving devoutly the 
Sacraments of the Church, and by fulfilling his daily responsibilities in 
his work, this divine seed will grow and produce so many blessings for 
himself and for others. It will be a case of the mustard seed becoming a 
tree, bringing life and shelter and blessings to himself and to the world 


around him, now and forever. 
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A great hope has come to the world. That hope is the living 
person of Jesus. In him dwells the fullness of the godhead bodily. He 
is the embodiment of the Kingdom of God and entry into that Kingdom 
is gained by entry into friendship and union with Jesus, and then living 
accordingly. The seed has begun in human history and in the lives of so 
many who are disciples of Christ by faith and by baptism. That seed is 
like the mustard seed. It will grow to being the largest and most 
enduring tree of all. It will be an eternal tree, a tree beyond compare in 
its blessings for man. 
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Tuesday of the Seventeenth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 68 (67): 6 7, 36 God is in his holy place, 
God who unites those who dwell in his house; he himself gives might 
and strength to his people. 

Collect O God, protector of those who hope in you, without whom 
nothing has firm foundation, nothing is holy, bestow in abundance your 
mercy upon us and grant that, with you as our ruler and guide, we may 
use the good things that pass in such a way as to hold fast even now to 
those that ever endure. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Exodus 33:7-11;34:5-9.28; Psalm 102; 

Matthew 13:36-43 

Then Jesus left the crowd and went into the house. His disciples came 
to him and said, Explain to us the parable of the weeds in the field. He 
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answered, The one who sowed the good seed is the Son of Man. The 
field is the world, and the good seed stands for the sons of the kingdom. 
The weeds are the sons of the evil one, and the enemy who sows them is 
the devil. The harvest is the end of the age, and the harvesters are 
angels. As the weeds are pulled up and burned in the fire, so it will be 
at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send out his angels, and they 
will weed out of his kingdom everything that causes sin and all who do 
evil. They will throw them into the fiery furnace, where there will be 
weeping and gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the 
sun in the kingdom of their Father. Fie who has ears, let him hear. 
(Matthew 13: 36-43) 

The Fundamentals One of the most impressive members of the 
English Catholic community from the mid sixteenth to the early 
nineteenth centuries — between Elizabeth’s outlawing of Catholicism 
to the Catholic Emancipation of 1829 — was Richard Challoner (1691- 
1781). He was Catholic bishop for the London district, first and for 
many years the coadjutor bishop (1741) and then Vicar Apostolic in his 
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own right till his death. He was an outstanding bishop in a century 
difficult for the Catholic people of England. He was diligent, prayerful, 
prudent and remarkable as an author of numerous works of spirituality, 
doctrine and apologetics. His new translation of the Bible, based on the 
Douay and to a fair degree on the King James versions, remained the 
foundation of further Catholic translations for more than 150 years. In 
his many published works Challoner was not distinguished by 
originality of mind but in his care at passing on in comprehensive 
fashion the riches of Catholic doctrine and thought. He did magnificent 
work and his Cause for Canonization is being prayed for. The 
following century was marked by several English Catholic luminaries, 
the greatest scholarly mind among them being John Henry Newman 
(1801-1890, now beatified). Newman was born twenty years after 
Challoner died, and like Challoner himself was a convert to 
Catholicism. Challoner converted at age 13 with his mother, whereas 
Newman converted at nearly 45, after a distinguished career as a high- 
church Anglican theologian and writer. Newman was a much more 


voluminous writer than Challoner, and what marked his work was 
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originality. He was as committed to fidelity to revealed truth as 
Challoner, but he strove to throw new light on impasses associated with 
its reception. Now, I mention and contrast these two great men of the 
Church in order to bring out something fundamental that was common 
to them. Despite their differing intellectual characteristics, each kept 
before them, and represented in their public persona, the great and 
broad dogmatic truths of Revelation. Among these are the simple truths 
our Lord presents in our Gospel today. They are the coming judgment 
on each of us, and heaven, hell and eternity. 

Whatever be our gifts or lack of them, the doctrine revealed by 
Jesus Christ is able to be apprehended and realized by all, provided 
there is the gift of faith. Whatever be our calling or profession, we just 
must take these broad and fundamental truths to heart. Our Lord tells 
them in the form of his parable, and then he gives his explanation. “As 
the weeds are pulled up and burned in the fire, so it will be at the end of 
the age. The Son of Man will send out his angels, and they will weed 
out of his kingdom everything that causes sin and all who do evil. They 
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will throw them into the fiery furnace, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the 
kingdom of their Father. Fie who has ears, let him hear ” (Matthew 13: 
36-43). As Newman writes at the end of one of his greatest works — 
The Development of Christian Doctrine — life is short and eternity is 
long. When we come to the end, it will seem that life has been very 
short, and we shall wonder what we have to show for it. By this I 
mean, what we shall have to show God our Judge for it. That is all that 
will matter, because every moment, moment by moment, we are 
inexorably heading towards this Judgment. It is inescapable. We are 
answering the questions now on the exam paper, which will then be 
judged by the ultimate Examiner. Our answers are going into the book 
and that book will be opened at the Judgment. Every day, this very day 
we are now living, is the paper on which we are writing. To use the 
imagery our Lord uses in his parable, are we becoming the weeds that 
will be pulled up and thrown on to the fire? There is but one upshot to 
our lives, the judgment of God. That is a broad and simple fact which 
all of us must keep before us, as did Challoner and Newman, however 
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different they were in cast of mind and in written work. Beyond the 
Judgment there is life or death, heaven or hell, salvation or damnation. 
If a person forgets these certainties that are before him — certainties 
because revealed by Christ — then he is far more to be pitied than one 
who is far less gifted than he, but who lives in these truths. 

Let us never miss the wood for the trees. As I heard one very 
good priest once say, you do not have to have a doctorate to be a very 
good teacher of religion. This is because the important thing is to 
know, appreciate, realize and then pass on the fundamental truths 
revealed by Jesus Christ with such luminous clarity. These truths take 
us to heaven if we live by them. Truths? Rather, they are the Truth 
which is the person of Jesus Christ, the Way, the Truth and the Life. 
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Wednesday of the Seventeenth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 68 (67): 6 7, 36 God is in his holy place, 
God who unites those who dwell in his house; he himself gives might 
and strength to his people. 

Collect O God, protector of those who hope in you, without whom 
nothing has firm foundation, nothing is holy, bestow in abundance your 
mercy upon us and grant that, with you as our ruler and guide, we may 
use the good things that pass in such a way as to hold fast even now to 
those that ever endure. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Exodus 34:29-35; Psalm 98; Matthew 13:44-46 

The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in afield. When a man 
found it, he hid it again, and then in his joy went and sold all he had 
and bought that field. Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant 
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looking for fine pearls. When he found one of great value, he went 
away and sold everything he had and bought it. (Matthew 13:44-46) 

Our Real Treasure One of the very interesting subjects of study is 
the history of philosophy. Philosophy is an immensely important 
discipline and there is not the slightest doubt that the works of 
philosophers have had a great impact on the history of the world. 
Consider the impact of the thought of Karl Marx and especially his 
master work. Das Kapital. Consider the impact of the thought of Kant 
or Nietzsche. As an aside, may I remark that I have often thought that if 
one wants to see how far the thinking of the intelligent can stray from 
common sense, then start delving into the history of philosophy. One 
will come across great philosophers who deny the fact of free will, or 
the fact of moral obligation, the possibility of objective knowledge, or 
even the fact of an objective world. An associated question is whether 
philosophical thought in the main arises from popular thought or 
whether it drives it. Of course each would influence the other, but a 
case in point is one subject of philosophical thought in our own day. I 
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refer to the question, a live one in contemporary philosophy, whether it 
can be maintained that there is any supernatural realm at all, or whether 
reality consists exclusively of “nature” as we experience it. By “nature” 
I mean that which is broadly open to some form of empirical test or 
observation. Of course, one instinctive tendency of man is to live only 
according to what is directly experienced and our contemporary secular 
culture could be seen as the flowering of this tendency. The naturalism 
of much of modern philosophy reflects this, perhaps has issued from it, 
and yet undoubtedly it has also shaped and caused it. On the other 
hand, the majority of the peoples of mankind have operated with a 
different perception, namely with a sense of the fact and presence of the 
Supernatural in their lives and in the world. History, anthropology and 
archaeology would lead us to say that the voice of mankind testifies to 
the fact of the Supernatural (whether properly transcendent is a further 
question). The point I am making here is that what is decisive is where 
a person begins in his thinking — his basic assumptions and 
preferences which, in hidden fashion, form his notions. 
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Why am I speaking of this? For the simple reason that our basic 
world view or notion of reality (whether we are conscious of it or not) 
will profoundly affect what we choose to dedicate our lives to. Christ 
our Redeemer has come and has taught that the kingdom of heaven is to 
be our life’s goal. That kingdom is present and embodied in him, and 
entry into it is attained by union with him and living life accordingly. 
But how could a person possibly take this seriously — and it is a matter 
of life or death in eternity — if he thinks that there is nothing beyond 
what can be seen or felt, which is to say if his basic philosophy is 
naturalism ? In his case, his treasure has to be this world. The only 
thing he thinks exists is this world. The problem is usually a little more 
complex than this. Most accept that there is a Supernatural — whatever 
be the views of many philosophers — but they do not think it is as real 
as the Natural. Their world view is to a fair extent that of philosophical 
naturalism, but it has bets both ways. The problem with this is that this 
mixed and inconsistent notion will, as with any basic assumption, 
profoundly affect what we choose to dedicate our lives to. This in turn 
will affect what we end up taking with us when our time of life has 
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drawn to its close. What treasures will we have when life is over? Will 
it be a treasure of this world only, the treasure that naturalism proposes 
for us, or will it be a treasure that we can take with us? The only 
treasure we can take with us when we pass from this life to the next is 
the treasure Christ came to give us. That treasure is the kingdom of 
heaven (Matthew 13:44-46), which is Christ himself and union with 
him. St Paul wrote that in Christ is to be found every heavenly 
blessing. For this practical reason the view of philosophical or practical 
naturalism is sadly benighted. In our Gospel passage today our Lord 
tells us that the kingdom of heaven is like a treasure hidden in the field. 
It may be hidden from direct sight, but it is most surely there. It is the 
treasure that God has brought to the world and all life’s efforts must be 
expended to gain that treasure, for life is short and eternity is long. 

So what is it to be? Our Lord says elsewhere that no man can be 
the servant of two masters. Is it to be God, or is it to be simply this life 
and what this life offers? The command of God is clear: we are to love 


him with all our heart, mind, soul and strength, and for love of him to 
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make his will the basis of our daily life. That is to say, we are to live 
firmly convinced of the Supernatural, that Supernatural which has been 
revealed by Jesus Christ, and which is brought to us each generation by 
his body the Church. Therein lies our true treasure. 

-- 
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Thursday of the Seventeenth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 68 (67): 6 7, 36 God is in his holy place, 
God who unites those who dwell in his house; he himself gives might 
and strength to his people. 

Collect O God, protector of those who hope in you, without whom 
nothing has firm foundation, nothing is holy, bestow in abundance your 
mercy upon us and grant that, with you as our ruler and guide, we may 
use the good things that pass in such a way as to hold fast even now to 
those that ever endure. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Exodus 40:16-21.34-38; Psalm 83; 

Matthew 13:47-53 

Jesus said to the disciples: Once again, the kingdom of heaven is like a 
net that was let down into the lake and caught cdl kinds offish. When it 
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was full, the fishermen pulled it up on the shore. Then they sat down 
and collected the good fish in baskets, but threw the bad away. This is 
how it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come and separate 
the wicked from the righteous and throw them into the fiery furnace, 
where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. Have you 
understood cdl these things? Jesus asked. Yes, they replied. He said to 
them, Therefore every teacher of the law who has been instructed about 
the kingdom of heaven is like the owner of a house who brings out of his 
storeroom new treasures as well as old. When Jesus had finished these 
parables, he moved on from there. (Matthew 13:47-53) 

The End I suppose ever since the establishment of the press and 
daily tabloids, the news -whether community, national or international 
- has been prominent in daily life. We all think of the news. As far as 
the press is concerned the news is a very marketable product. But a 
further question is, what do we do with the news — or more exactly, 
how do we think of it? I think that for most it is just like a recreational 
diversion. It keeps life interesting and is a break from the grind of daily 
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work. But many do reflect more deeply on the flow of human affairs, 
and some engage in deeper thought still. They philosophize about the 
course of human history, as represented by the news. Now, there is a 
question that ought occur to those who follow the affairs of men and 
choose to reflect on it, and it is this: how will it all end? By this I mean, 
how will the course of history end? This is not just an academic or 
theoretical question because any end of a thing has significance for the 
present. We do things now in view of what we expect of the future. If 
we know what is ahead then we act accordingly. The end of history is a 
question which I think rarely occurs to most people for they tend to 
think that history will simply go on and on with the rise and fall of 
regimes and civilizations. But it will not be like this because God has 
revealed that the history of mankind and the world will come to an end, 
and that end will constitute a new and final beginning. In our Gospel 
passage today, our Lord gives a simple parable drawn from everyday 
life in which the fishermen at the end of their catch sort out the good 
fish from the bad, and the bad they throw away. Our Lord tells us that 
“this is how it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come and 
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separate the wicked from the righteous and throw them into the fiery 
furnace, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth ” (Matthew 
13:47-53). The emphasis of our Lord’s teaching here is on the fact of 
hell, a place of eternal punishment for the wicked. The great point of 
our Lord’s parable here is that at the end of history as at the end of life 
there is the judgment of God, and those who have done evil and have 
not repented will be “thrown away”, which is to say will be condemned 
to hell. 


So we do know where history is heading. We do know what the 
climax of history will be. It will not be an unending flux and flow of 
regimes, hegemonies and civilizations. It will not be an unending and 
futile struggle for dominance among powers that wax strong and then 
decline in a form of old age. It will all come to an end and that end will 
be the judgment of God on all peoples. It is described in more detail in 
the twenty-fifth chapter of St Matthew’s Gospel, the same Gospel as 
our passage today is drawn from. In that chapter the King takes his seat 
on his throne of glory, and that King is Christ, whom the Book of 
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Revelation describes as the King of kings and the Lord of lords. He 
will divide the sheep from the goats and the goats on his left will be 
sentenced to everlasting fire, while the sheep on his right will be 
received into everlasting bliss. The agnostic, the atheist and the 
religiously indifferent look on this as mythical but it comes from the 
word of the Son of God. It is he himself who will be the central 
protagonist. Every man and woman in human history will see that day 
and will be drawn inexorably to one side of the division or the other. It 
will be unavoidable. Which side it will be will depend entirely on how 
he or she chose to live in the flux and flow of human history. Then 
eternity will begin and it will be either heaven or hell for each and all, 
an eternity of happiness or an eternity of misery. Those who have lived 
before this great event — necessarily by far the majority — will no 
longer be just spirit, but body and spirit once again. Then of Christ’s 
Kingdom there will be no end. There will be only one kingdom and 
one King and Lord. All other kingdoms will have gone, and those not 
in this Kingdom will be buried in unspeakable misery forever. This is 
the end of history and it means that it is ultimately this which all ought 
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be preparing for. The purpose of life and of history is to prepare well 
for the final day when all will be judged and either admitted to the 
eternal Kingdom of heaven and God, or cast outside of it forever. Now, 
this Kingdom has begun here on earth and it consists essentially in 
union with Christ, and he is found in his body the Church. 

What I have said is not a fairy tale. It comes from the mouth of 
Christ himself. Christ has taught more about the Last Things facing 
man and the world than any other human teacher. If we want to know 
what the future holds, study the teaching of Christ on the Judgment of 
God on each individual after his or her life, and on the world as a whole 
at the end of time. Study what he says about what follows this 
Judgment, and listen to his Oracle, the Church he has founded. Let us 
then live in the light of these final realities because they are awesome, 
terrible, unavoidable. 
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Friday of the Seventeenth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 68 (67): 6 7, 36 God is in his holy place, 
God who unites those who dwell in his house; he himself gives might 
and strength to his people. 

Collect O God, protector of those who hope in you, without whom 
nothing has firm foundation, nothing is holy, bestow in abundance your 
mercy upon us and grant that, with you as our ruler and guide, we may 
use the good things that pass in such a way as to hold fast even now to 
those that ever endure. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Leviticus 23:1.4-11.15-16.27.34-37; Psalm 80; 

Matthew 13:54-58 

Coming to his home town, Jesus began teaching the people in their 
synagogue, and they were amazed. Where did this man get this wisdom 
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and these miraculous powers? they asked. Isn’t this the carpenter’s 
son? Isn’t his mother’s name Mary, and aren’t his brothers James, 
Joseph, Simon and Judas? Aren 'l all his sisters with us? Where then did 
this man get all these things? And they took offence at him. But Jesus 
said to them, Only in his home town and in his own house is a prophet 
without honour. And he did not do many miracles there because of 
their lack of faith. (Matthew 13:54-58) 

Faith In the history of religions there are many things the gods are 
portrayed as doing (as in, say, the Iliad and the Odyssey of Homer). 
But even in eras when such religions were in possession, it was 
accepted by many that these divine activities were entirely mythical. 
Those who were more educated — such as the Greek philosophers — 
progressively dismissed popular religion as being little more than the 
product of the imagination. But in the most extraordinary doctrine of 
the Christians — that the one and only God became a man — the 
Christian Church insisted that there was nothing whatever of mere 
myth. It was a hard and sober fact. It occurred at a precise date and in 
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a very precise location. It is indeed the most startling of assertions, and 
was made of a particular person in history. In the modern era beginning 
with two thinkers of the French Enlightenment, Constantin-Fran§ois 
Chasseboeuf, known as Volney, and Charles Francois Dupuis (in works 
published in the 1790s), some have gone to the length of denying the 
very existence of Jesus Christ! But that is so far beyond a reasonable 
attitude to historical evidence that it does not warrant consideration. It 
is a modem quirk. More common, of course, has been the denial of the 
Christian claim about the historical Jesus, that he is divine and that he is 
the predicted Messiah. Now, this denial seems plausible to some 
precisely because Jesus was so truly man. If it was the divine plan that 
the eternal Word become flesh and dwell among us as man, then 
necessarily the Son of God made man was exposing himself to the risk 
of not being accepted for who he was. The fact that his claim to be both 
Messiah and Son of God was rejected by many and even by most of his 
contemporaries, and by many from generation to generation ever since, 
shows how complete was the Incarnation. The man Jesus was so 
obviously a man that many would not accept that he was the Messiah 
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and God. Our Gospel passage today is a case in point. Jesus had grown 
up as a member of a very human family. He had a human mother and 
many relatives. The small town or village where he lived for so many 
years knew him intimately and had seen him at his work with Joseph 
his foster-father. It was as plain as the day that he was a man. This fact 
is proof of the thorough-going character of the Incarnation. 

By taking the step he did for our salvation, God was exposing 
himself to rejection on the grand scale. He became fully man, and we 
see the humanity of Jesus Christ acknowledged in the words of his 
townspeople in our Gospel today. “ Coming to his home town, Jesus 
began teaching the people in their synagogue, and they were amazed. 
Where did this man get this wisdom and these miraculous powers? they 
asked. Isn’t this the carpenter’s son? Isn’t his mother’s name Mary, 
and aren’t his brothers James, Joseph, Simon and Judas? Aren’t all his 
sisters with us? Where then did this man get cdl these things? And they 
took offence at him ” (Matthew 13: 54-58). As we gaze on the figure of 
Jesus of Nazareth in our mind’s eye, a figure so fully human, we ought 
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wonder at the spectacle. The infinite divine Being, pure Being as he is, 
and the ongoing source of all other beings whether visible or invisible, 
stands before us all as a man. He was humble, meek, strong and totally 
good. The infinite God had taken to himself a limited though sinless 
human nature and in this way made himself totally accessible and very 
vulnerable. He could be insulted, rejected, attacked and beaten to death. 
In fact, all this did happen to him, and yet he was God himself upon 
whom the entire universe constantly depended. But there is more to 
this consideration. In the divine plan, our salvation depends on the 
acceptance of Jesus Christ and his word. Of course, Christ’s salvation 
reaches those who through no fault of their own do not know or believe 
in Jesus Christ and who strive to be good in God’s sight by sincerely 
following their conscience. Their salvation is nevertheless Christ’s 
work. That granted, still faith in Jesus Christ and the acceptance of his 
claims and teaching is the divinely established path to salvation. The 
centrality of faith in Jesus is also hinted at in our Gospel of today. We 
read that “ Jesus said to them, Only in his home town and in his own 
house is a prophet without honour. And he did not do many miracles 
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there because of their lack of faith.” This difficult act of faith in Jesus is 
the path to heaven. 

Yes, it is difficult for ordinary human reason and the ordinary 
human heart to believe that the man Jesus Christ is the Messiah and Son 
of the living God. But it is through believing in his name that we are 
saved. What then is the way ahead? It is to ask God for the gift of faith 
in Jesus because it is a gift of grace. We shall not do it of ourselves. In 
that gift granted definitively at Baptism, we receive a divinely given 
readiness and ability to see and accept who our Lord really is. Faith 
then becomes easy, though difficult to live by. Life’s work will be to 
nourish that faith and to live by it, following Christ closely. 
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Saturday of the Seventeenth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 68 (67): 6-7, 36 God is in his holy place, 
God who unites those who dwell in his house; he himself gives might 
and strength to his people. 

Collect O God, protector of those who hope in you, without whom 
nothing has firm foundation, nothing is holy, bestow in abundance your 
mercy upon us and grant that, with you as our ruler and guide, we may 
use the good things that pass in such a way as to hold fast even now to 
those that ever endure. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Leviticus 25:1.8-17: Psalm 66; Matthew 14:1-12 

At that time Herod the tetrarch heard the reports about Jesus, and he 
said to his attendants, This is John the Baptist; he has risen from the 
dead! That is why miraculous powers are at work in him. Now Herod 
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had arrested John and bound him and put him in prison because of 
Herodias, his brother Philip's wife, for John had been saying to him: It 
is not lawful for you to have her. Herod wanted to kill John, but he was 
afraid of the people, because they considered him a prophet. On 
Herod's birthday the daughter of Herodias danced for them and pleased 
Herod so much that he promised with an oath to give her whatever she 
asked. Prompted by her mother, she said, Give me here on a platter the 
head of John the Baptist. The king was distressed, but because of his 
oaths and his dinner guests, he ordered that her request be granted and 
had John beheaded in the prison. His head was brought in on a platter 
and given to the girl, who carried it to her mother. John's disciples 
came and took his body and buried it. Then they went and told Jesus. 
(Matthew 14:1-12) 

Order and Disorder Let me take a long way round to what I would 
like to say about our Gospel today, and specifically the martyrdom of 
John the Baptist. There are many ways to God and there are many ways 
of trying to demonstrate logiccdly his existence and character. Many 
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think of these ways of proving the existence of God to be strict 
“proofs”. There have been in the past authors who have tried to set out 
those proofs in strict, watertight logical form. For myself, I am not sure 
that these “proofs” of themselves will convince the average person of 
the living being of God. I prefer to regard the proofs for the existence 
of God as ways to him (which can be cast into “proofs”), ways to follow 
in one’s reflection on the world and on oneself. But as with any route 
that one is following, one has to be eager to follow the way, looking out 
for whatever indications there are of the goal being sought. For 
instance, consider the order that is to be observed in the world. Reality 
is not chaotic, random and radically the result of chance. There is 
permanence, predictability and settled patterns that are constantly being 
discovered. For this reason the world is a habitable place for man and 
the human race is able to flourish as can the rest of life. But whence 
came the order? It bespeaks a creative Mind. But we must not be 
simplistic about this because a person who is reluctant to see the 
imprint of Mind on all of reality may point to the disorder in things. 
There are tidal waves that destroy thousands of people, together with 
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earthquakes, plagues and various other catastrophes. Evil men are able 
to flourish and get away with terrible injustices. How is it possible that 
there can be a holy and all-powerful Mind ordering things when all this 
happens? In other words, a person who stresses this sees not order but 
disorder and a disorder that flies in the face of morality. Now, this is 
not the place to answer that very important question. It is usually called 
by the theist the problem of evil because it is indeed a problem. We just 
do not fully understand why God allows such evils in the world when 
he is God the all-holy creator of all. But part of the answer is surely 
that good order may/will eventually come. For instance the disorder 
involved in a toothache is made bearable by the thought that “order” 
among one’s teeth will soon come. The dentist will soon fix the tooth. 

Yes, order will ultimately prevail. That order will come with the 
judgment of God on all. Our Lord speaks of this in very simple terms 
in a passage elsewhere in the Gospel. A farmer sows good seed in his 
field and then his enemy comes and sows weeds among the good seed 
(Matthew 13: 24-30). God is the farmer, Satan is the enemy. Evil 
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comes not from God, of course, but from the evil choice of created free 
will — in the first instance the evil choice of certain ones among the 
angelic world, and secondly the evil choice of man. Why has God 
permitted this to happen? We do not know, except that in giving to 
created persons the gift of freedom — a necessary gift if the one created 
is to be a person — then there is the risk God takes of such a person 
doing evil within creation. And so it happened. God’s enemy sowed 
weeds among the wheat. Why did God not root out the weeds once the 
enemy had done this? We do not know, but our Lord invites us to 
consider the farmer. He directs his servants not to pull out the weeds 
because in doing this some of the wheat may come out as well. In other 
words, in the judgment of God more good will be done by allowing the 
weeds a certain existence but the time will come when those weeds will 
certainly be uprooted and thrown out to be burned. That will be the 
time of harvest when the wheat is separated from the weeds. So it will 
be at the end. By the “end” I mean the end of each person’s life and 
especially the end of the world. God will separate out the good from 


the bad and the bad will be like the weeds that are tied in bundles to be 
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burned, while the wheat will be gathered into the bam, the barn of 
heaven. It is then that a full order will be restored — and in view of 
this, there is a certain order amid the disorder now. The judgment of 
God will set all things right forever and the so-called problem of evil 
will be resolved. Good order will ultimately prevail. This is not the full 
answer to the problem of evil but it is part of it, and that answer comes 
from God. 

Our Gospel today narrates the great sin and crime of John the 
Baptist’s murder by Herod and Herodias. Herodias’ daughter was her 
empty-headed instrument, though entirely complicit. John the Baptist 
teaches us by his holy life and death that however difficult life may 
seem, we must cleave to God and his holy will. This will be the 
ultimate rectifier of moral disorder. Whatever reversals come our way, 
the one constant that we must hang on to is the will of God. John 
himself points to the person of Christ who endured the greatest disorder 
of all. It was not really a reversal because it was all part of God’s 
hidden plan. In his obedience there was a divine order in the human 
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disorder of his passion and death. The only true reversals are those that 
involve a refusal to accept the will of God. If we resolutely keep to the 
will of God in union with Christ, all will be righted at the judgment of 
God. Our reward will then come, and all will be finally and eternally 
well. 
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Eighteenth Sunday of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 70 (69): 2, 6 O God, come to my assistance; O 
Lord, make haste to help me! You are my rescuer, my help; O Lord, do 
not delay. 

Collect Draw near to your servants, O Lord, and answer their prayers 
with unceasing kindness, that, for those who glory in you as their 
Creator and guide, you may restore what you have created and keep 
safe what you have restored. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, 
for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Isaiah 55:1-3; Psalm 144; 

Romans 8:35.37-39; Matthew 14:13-21 

When Jesus heard what had happened, he withdrew by boat privately to 
a solitary place. Hearing of this, the crowds followed him on foot from 
the towns. When Jesus landed and saw a large crowd, he had 
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compassion on them and heeded their sick. As evening approached, the 
disciples came to him and said, This is a remote place, and it’s already 
getting late. Send the crowds away, so that they can go to the villages 
and buy themselves some food. Jesus replied, They do not need to go 
away. You give them something to eat. We have here only five loaves 
of bread and two fish, they answered. Bring them here to me, he said. 
And he directed the people to sit down on the grass. Taking the five 
loaves and the two fish and looking up to heaven, he gave thanks and 
broke the loaves. Then he gave them to the disciples, and the disciples 
gave them to the people. They all ate and were satisfied, and the 
disciples picked up twelve basketfuls of broken pieces that were left 
over. The number of those who ate was about five thousand men, 
besides women and children. (Matthew 14:13-21) 

The Value of the Individual Every government has values and 
because of these values it seeks to achieve certain goals, but the danger 
is that these values and goals can lack a thoroughgoing critique. Apart 
from governments, majorities in societies also will have values and so 
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will come to have goals. Goals and values spread within societies and 
can be unthinkingly accepted by the people of those societies especially 
when those values are those of the mass media. One of the great 
benefits of the gradual spread of democracy in the world is that the 
average man and woman has a chance to exert an influence on the goals 
of government, of majorities and of the media. This is one reason why 
a democracy is so important. In a democracy that is truly functioning as 
such, the values of governments or of societies or of the media can be 
subjected to critique from various quarters. That critique ought to have 
as its aim the attainment of the truth of the matter. The abiding danger 
in a democracy is that the majority view — or the view of the dominant 
media — can be taken as being, in the nature of the case, the true view. 
The voice of a society is unconsciously taken to be the voice of truth. 
For instance, if a view prevails in a society that abortion is to be made 
liberally available, then without necessarily saying as much, that is 
often subconsciously regarded as objectively the true one. Many 
simply accept as true the basic values of the majority around them. A 
democracy offers the opportunity to maintain a critique of the view held 
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by a Government that is in power or of a view held by a majority in a 
society or of a powerful media. A minority who can see the truth of a 
matter has the opportunity to press for the acceptance in society of the 
truth. Matters become serious when democratic opportunities are shut 
down by force or by manipulation. Now, one truth which is so 
important in society is the supreme importance of the human person. 
Each individual person must be respected in his basic and inalienable 
rights. This, probably more than anything, is always in danger of being 
forgotten in society both by those in power and by the majority. The 
temptation is to think that what is good and useful to the many is the 
supreme value even if it is at the expense of basic rights of the 
individual. 

We are reminded of this in our Gospel passage today. Our Lord 
“withdrew by boat privately to a solitary place. Hearing of this, the 
crowds followed him on foot from the towns. When Jesus landed and 
saw a large crowd, he had compassion on them and healed their sick. ” 
Our Lord is filled with compassion for each person in need, and we 
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read that “as evening approached, the disciples came to him and said, 
This is a remote place, and it’s already getting late. Send the crowds 
away, so that they can go to the villages and buy themselves some food. 
Jesus replied, They do not need to go away. You give them something 
to eat ” (Matthew 14: 13-21). As we contemplate the scene, we are 
surely reminded by our Lord’s unfailing compassion for each and every 
person that it is precisely the individual who ought be at the centre of all 
human and social action. The individual in his basic rights must not be 
set aside for the convenience of the majority, let alone for the 
convenience of the ones in power. A person who holds Christ for his 
example, a person who wishes to put on the mind of Christ, holds as 
precious the least in need, the very least. And we have powerful 
incentives for this. Our Lord in describing the General Judgment of all 
the nations tells us (in Matthew 25) that the King will take his seat on 
his throne of glory. He will then tell those on his right and his left that 
whatever they did to the least of his brothers they did to him. That is to 
say, the least person even if unborn has an absolute value in that his 
basic and inalienable rights must be respected. He must not, for 
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instance, be harmed for the convenience of the many. This is not just a 
matter for society at large to remember. It is not just a principle for the 
critique of public and social policy. It is a fundamental principle for 
each of us in our daily life and interaction with all others. Whether we 
are at home, at work or wherever, we must orientate our lives towards 
the love and respect and consideration of each individual person, 
recognizing in that person one whom Christ loves and for whom he 
died. 


Christ died for each of us. He did not simply die for a certain 
percentage of mankind, but for each individual person. That alone 
shows how tremendously important is each person, no matter how little 
in the sight of the world. Christ identifies with the least and he expects 
to be recognized in the least. All this is to say that while the family and 
civic community are necessary for the flourishing of the human person, 
the human person is and ought to be the principle, the subject and the 


end of all social institutions. It is central to the vocation and mission of 
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the lay members of Christ’s faithful that they implant and embed this 
great truth in the soul of every society. 

Further reading : The Catechism of the Catholic Church, no. 
1877-1882, (The communitarian character of the human vocation) 
1890-1891. (The Human person needs life in society) 

-- 
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Monday of the Eighteenth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 70 (69): 2, 6 O God, come to my assistance; O 
Lord, make haste to help me! You are my rescuer, my help; O Lord, do 
not delay. 

Collect Draw near to your servants, O Lord, and answer their prayers 
with unceasing kindness, that, for those who glory in you as their 
Creator and guide, you may restore what you have created and keep 
safe what you have restored. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, 
for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Numbers 11:4-15; Psalm 80; Matthew 14:13-21 

When Jesus heard what had happened, he withdrew by boat privately to 
a solitary place. Hearing of this, the crowds followed him on foot from 
the towns. When Jesus landed and saw a large crowd, he had 
compassion on them and healed their sick. As evening approached, the 
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disciples came to him and said, This is a remote place, and it’s already 
getting late. Send the crowds away, so that they can go to the villages 
and buy themselves some food. Jesus replied, They do not need to go 
away. You give them something to eat. We have here only five loaves 
of bread and two fish, they answered. Bring them here to me, he said. 
And he directed the people to sit down on the grass. Taking the five 
loaves and the two fish and looking up to heaven, he gave thanks and 
broke the loaves. Then he gave them to the disciples, and the disciples 
gave them to the people. They all ate and were satisfied, and the 
disciples picked up twelve basketfuls of broken pieces that were left 
over. The number of those who ate was about five thousand men, 
besides women and children. (Matthew 14:13-21) 

Charity If we think of the sweep of human history, it is obvious that 
religion is essential to the human story. Historians, anthropologists and 
archaeologists who themselves might be agnostic or only minimally 
religious would readily allow that religion has played an important part 
in the shaping of civilizations, even if some reduce religion to some 
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other function of human life. As has often been said, while man is a 
rational animal, he is also a religious one. This is to say that even an 
empirical study of man — an empirical study in the broadest sense — 
shows that he yearns for the divine, for the numinous, for the world 
beyond this one. But there has been a persistent attack on religion 
coming from many who are not impressed by what they see as the result 
of the central place of religion in the life of man. They see a yearning 
for the Above and with it a tragic forgetfulness of the Here and the 
Now. They see prayers and ceremonies in the midst of material 
degradation. They see monasteries with squalor in the immediate 
surrounds. That is, they do not see anything like a sufficient concern 
for the welfare of man where they see the dominance of a concern for 
God. This sort of objection has many forms and comes from many 
sources. It was one reason for the anti-religious and atheistic character 
of Marxist and Leninist and Maoist communism. Or again, a person 
who does not observe the Sabbath Day at all criticises those who do. 
He justifies his own non-observance by saying that those who go to 
Church on Sundays live a life lacking in concern for and justice to 
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others during the rest of the week. Let us set aside the obvious answer 
that this objection ignores the striking material and social benefits that 
so many of those motivated by religion have actually brought to the 
poor and needy in society. Let us admit that all too often many who are 
religious have not been sufficiently humane. What are we to say about 
this (perhaps) hypothetical disregard for one’s brother? Our question is, 
What should be the character of religion in relation to human need? 

Our Gospel passage today (Matthew 14: 13-21) gives us a very 
clear answer to this in the person of him who is the true and proper 
Archetype of man’s religion. The Christian position is this, that when 
we think of religion we ought in the first instance think of the person of 
Jesus Christ. We ought not think firstly of this or that indigenous 
religion, or of this or that great founder such as Zoroaster, Buddha, 
Mahomet or whoever. We ought not think, in the first instance, of this 
or that religious period, or of this or that religious institution such as an 
order of monasteries, or a series of revivals such as the Evangelical 
Revival in eighteenth century England. We ought think of the person of 
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Jesus Christ. He is the perfect Man in history and the exemplar of what 
it is to be religious. What do we see in him? We see compassion for 
those in need and a great impulse to meet the need. His mission was 
more than anything to answer the problem of sin which is the root of all 
man’s problems. But in our passage today we see him filled with 
compassion. We read that “ When Jesus landed and saw a large crowd, 
he had compassion on diem and healed their sick. As evening 
approached, die disciples came to him and said, This is a remote place, 
and it’s already getting late. Send the crowds away, so that they can go 
to the villages and buy themselves some food. Jesus replied, They do 
not need to go away. You give them something to eat.’’'’ Our Lord’s 
many miracles were precisely in answer to human need. St James in his 
Letter speaks of religion “ pure and undefiled ” as being keeping oneself 
pure from sin and coming to the aid of those in need. So great has been 
the commitment of the Christian religion to the practice of justice and 
charity, that in much of popular thinking to be a “Christian” simply 
means being truly benevolent. The notion of the Christian religion in 


their minds has lost its central element which is the love of God because 
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all they think they see in “Christianity” is love of neighbour. But at 
least this does show that in the mind of Christ, an absolutely central 
component of true religion is the service of neighbour. 

So much is this so that there is a terrible divine sanction hanging 
on those who neglect this in life. In Matthew chapter 25 Christ 
describes the General Judgment on all of mankind, a Judgment each of 
us will see in the fullness of time. The King will say to those on his 
right, come you who are blessed for 1 was hungry and you gave me 
food. Whenever you did this to the least of these brothers of mine, you 
did it to me. Then he will say to those on his left, depart from me to the 
everlasting fire because when I was hungry you did not assist me. God 
is a God of mercy and he requires of us that we be merciful. If we are 
not, to that measure will mercy be refused us. 
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Tuesday of the Eighteenth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 70 (69): 2, 6 O God, come to my assistance; O 
Lord, make haste to help me! You are my rescuer, my help; O Lord, do 
not delay. 

Collect Draw near to your servants, O Lord, and answer their prayers 
with unceasing kindness, that, for those who glory in you as their 
Creator and guide, you may restore what you have created and keep 
safe what you have restored. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, 
for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Numbers 12:1-13; Psalm 50; Matthew 14:22-36 

Immediately Jesus made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead 
of him to the other side, while he dismissed the crowd. After he had 
dismissed them, he went up on a mountainside by himself to pray. 
When evening came, he was there alone, but the boat was already a 
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considerable distance from land, buffeted by the waves because the 
wind was against it. During the fourth watch of the night Jesus went 
out to them, walking on the lake. When the disciples saw him wcdking 
on the lake, they were terrified. It’s a ghost, they said, and cried out in 
fear. But Jesus immediately said to them: Take courage! It is I. Don’t 
be afraid. Lord, if it’s you, Peter replied, tell me to come to you on the 
water. Come, he said. Then Peter got down out of the boat, walked on 
the water and came towards Jesus. But when he saw the wind, he was 
afraid and, beginning to sink, cried out, Lord, save me! Immediately 
Jesus reached out his hand and caught him. You of little faith, he said, 
why did you doubt? And when they climbed into the boat, the wind died 
down. Then those who were in the boat worshipped him, saying, Truly 
you are the Son of God. When they had crossed over, they landed at 
Gennesaret. And when the men of that place recognised Jesus, they 
sent word to cdl the surrounding country. People brought cdl their sick 
to him and begged him to let the sick just touch the edge of his cloak, 
and cdl who touched him were heeded. (Matthew 14:22-36) 
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Faith Our Gospel scene today places the act of faith at the forefront 
of our considerations. We read that when evening came, Jesus was 
there on the hill alone where he had gone to pray, and the boat 
containing the disciples “was already a considerable distance from 
land, buffeted by the waves because the wind was against it. During the 
fourth watch of the night Jesus went out to them, walking on the lake." 
It was a remarkable miracle and threw the disciples, already stressed by 
their difficult situation in the storm, into a tremendous consternation at 
the sight of it. Then Jesus announced to them from the midst of the 
pounding sea that it was he, telling them not to be afraid. He was 
calling on them to have faith, for he was there. Simon asked him from 
the boat to bid him to step into the sea and approach him across the 
water, which Christ did — again, calling on him to have faith. In a 
spirit of immediate faith, Simon did so but then at the sight of what he 
was up against, his faith faltered. He sank and was immediately saved 
by Christ, “ You of little faith, he said, why did you doubt?" At that, he 
and Simon entered the boat, the wind dropped, they reached land, and 
our Lord proceeded to assist with his divine power numerous others 
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who were in need and who came to him in faith. The heart of our 
Gospel passage today is the acknowledgment by his disciples that he, 
Jesus, is the Son of God. The lesson of the passage is that when Jesus 
Christ the Son of God makes known his presence, the one essential act 
that is called for from us is faith. God asks of us faith in who Jesus has 
revealed himself to be, and faith in his love and saving power. This in 
effect means the acceptance of the witness and proclamation of the 
Church about the living Jesus. Christ is in our midst and is to be found 
in his body the Church. By means of life in the Church we can live in 
Jesus and grow in his life and in this way attain that union with God to 
which we are called. 

There are, however, some notable obstacles facing the modem 
man and woman when the Church invites to faith. Modern man is 
typically secular, which is to say he does not begin with the expectation 
that God is there in the midst. He assumes that what he physically sees 
around him is all that there is. He assumes that the Church is deluded in 


thinking that there is anything more than the hard and palpable facts of 
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nature. This is one of the things we must expect of a civilization that 
has learned to exercise a critique on traditional positions and which is 
strongly inclined towards what we might call scientism. But such is the 
situation. While the Church must take this into account, for his part 
modem man, if he is to attain the truth of things, must himself take into 
account that he may suffer from a tremendous intellectual blind spot. 
That is to say, if we notice in ourselves an instinctive and habitual 
suspicion that faith in realities beyond what can be seen and felt are 
illusory, then we should critique not only the call to faith but our very 
selves with our prepossessions. If Christ is indeed the Son of God then 
our fundamental indisposition to believe in him is an unfortunate 
obstacle we should strive to remove. It is an indisposition arising from 
assumed starting points, unproven first principles. If that lack of 
readiness to believe is not dealt with, then we shall never arrive at the 
blessing of life in Christ. We shall never find ourselves actively in 
Christ’s company because it depends on faith. We shall never take that 
step that Simon Peter took of leaving the boat to go towards Christ, let 
alone actually reaching him. Our lives will be too full of suspicion and 
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doubt, and Christ will have to say to us, “ You of little faith, he said, why 
did you doubt?” (Matthew 14:22-36) In actual fact, there are even 
deeper issues for modem man. He tends even to doubt that there is any 
absolutely objective moral obligation. The call to duty itself seems 
doubtful except as a working hypothesis, because he is doubtful and 
suspicious about the possibility of objective truth itself. A scepticism 
about truth, about duty and about faith tends to cloud the mind and heart 
of modem man. All is, he tends to think, relative and subjective. 

What to do? If there is something of this in us, we should begin 
by resolving to take seriously the claims of the Church about Christ for, 
we must surely accept, they just might be true. Then we should ask for 
light from Above. We must ask for help from God. Indeed, we all 
must ask for this including all who are blessed with faith as disciples of 
Christ. We ought continually pray for help from the Holy Spirit that he 
will sustain and nourish our faith in Jesus and lead us to live in him and 
follow him in his constant obedience to the will of the Father. 
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Wednesday of the Eighteenth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 70 (69): 2, 6 O God, come to my assistance; O 
Lord, make haste to help me! You are my rescuer, my help; O Lord, do 
not delay. 

Collect Draw near to your servants, O Lord, and answer their prayers 
with unceasing kindness, that, for those who glory in you as their 
Creator and guide, you may restore what you have created and keep 
safe what you have restored. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, 
for ever and ever. 

Scripture today: Numbers 13:1-2.25-14:1.26-29.34-35; Psalm 105; 
Matthew 15:21-28 

Leaving that place, Jesus withdrew to the region of Tyre and Sidon. A 
Canaanite woman from that vicinity came to him, crying out, Lord, Son 
of David, have mercy on me! My daughter is suffering terribly from 
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demon-possession. Jesus did not answer a word. So his disciples came 
to him and urged him, Send her away, for she keeps crying out after us. 
He answered, I was sent only to the lost sheep of Israel. The woman 
came and knelt before him. Lord, help me! she scud. He replied, It is 
not right to take the children’s bread and toss it to their dogs. Yes, 
Lord, she said, but even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their 
masters ’ table. Then Jesus answered, Woman, you have great faith! 
Your request is granted. And her daughter was heeded from that very 
hour. (Matthew 15:21-28) 

The Pagan Woman As is the case with so many scenes of the 
Gospel, our passage today gives rise to many reflections especially on 
the central personage, our Lord Jesus Christ. An immediate thing to be 
noticed is that, when pressed by his disciples to accede to the request of 
the importunate pagan woman so as to be rid of her, our Lord defines 
his mission. The specific mission he had been given by his heavenly 
Father was “to the lost sheep of Israel .” We remember how, at the 
beginning of his public ministry and after he had been baptized by John, 
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our Lord was tempted by Satan in the wilderness. One of the 
temptations was to be lord of the world. All these kingdoms I will give 
to you, Satan alluringly promised, if you but worship me. The 
temptation was rejected out of hand, for the worship of Satan was 
utterly preposterous. But that event, too, serves to remind us that our 
Lord’s specific and immediate mission was not to the kingdoms of the 
world but to “the lost sheep of the house of Israel .” All the nations 
would come then. Just before his ascension into heaven he told his 
disciples that all authority in heaven and on earth had been given to 
him. So having entered into his glory, the man Jesus had been 
constituted Lord of the world. They were to go, then, to the whole 
world and make disciples of all the nations. Here in our scene today 
(Matthew 15: 21-28), our Lord tells his disciples that his mission prior 
to his being glorified was to “ the lost sheep of Israel.'” But let us notice 
how our Lord formulates his mission to Israel. It is especially to “the 
lost sheep” of Israel. It is to man as having fallen that God has sent his 
divine Son. He has come to save, to redeem, to raise up from the 
degradation and misery of sin, and the personal and immediate work of 
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his public ministry was to begin with the house of Israel. The 
assistance he extends to the pagan Canaanite woman is a pointer to 
what is to come after he had risen from the dead. In that woman, so 
desperate for divine help, we are reminded of all mankind. In assisting 
her, Christ is acting as Saviour of the world. It is similar, in this respect, 
to the occasion when our Lord spent a couple of days with the 
Samaritans following his encounter with the Samaritan woman. At the 
end of it, they stated that they knew he was the Saviour of the world 
(John 4: 42). 

In portraying Christ responding to the prayer of the pagan 
woman, St Matthew is not only presenting Christ as Saviour of Israel 
and Saviour of the world. He is, of course, presenting the example of the 
faith of the Canaanite woman from the region of Tyre and Sidon. She 
did not know much about our Lord, but enough to know his famed title 
as Son of David and to know his holiness and power before God. She 
knew little else, we must presume. Yet she came to Christ and would 
not give up on her prayer. She had faith in him and that faith is 
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manifest in her persistence. Her persistence in the face of silence and 
seeming rebuff, not only from the disciples but from our Lord himself, 
won the day. She would not give up. Our Lord did not tell her to be 
gone, he just remained silent. He was obviously testing her. Her faith 
was being tested by the silence of God. Our own experience is often 
comparable to the experience of that pagan woman in her prayer. It 
may seem that God is often, all too often, silent in the face of our 
entreaties. But what do we do? Do we give up and go away, thinking 
that God is not there, or that he is uninterested, or that he is not able to 
help? Do we fail in our faith when God does not answer immediately or 
very soon after, or perhaps does not accede to the specifics we have 
asked of him? Is this what happens all too often in life? If so, we ought 
to contemplate the example of the woman from the region of Tyre and 
Sidon. She was rebuffed by our Lord’s disciples, and received no 
response from our Lord initially. When I say she received no response 
from him, I mean that she saw no response. But our Lord was indeed 
responding and was testing her faith so as to reward it. It is clear that 
he was delighted with the persistent faith of the pagan woman and he 



1780 


rewarded it accordingly. Let us take to heart the faith of the Canaanite 
woman. Let our prayer be earnest and persistent, especially for those 
things that do matter in the sight of God, which is to say those things 
that will help us to be truly pleasing to God our Father. 

There are many things that cause us to be weary and 
overburdened. On one occasion our Lord said, Come to me all you who 
are weary and overburdened and I will give your rest. Take my yoke 
upon you and learn from me for I am meek and humble of heart, and 
you will find rest for your souls. The greatest grace we ought to ask for 
is precisely to be able to come to our Lord with faith and love and find 
our rest in his love and company. We ought ask for the grace to take 
his yoke upon our shoulders and to learn from him, for man’s salvation 
is found in Jesus Christ. 
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Thursday of the Eighteenth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 70 (69):2, 6 O God, come to my assistance; O 
Lord, make haste to help me! You are my rescuer, my help; O Lord, do 
not delay. 

Collect Draw near to your servants, O Lord, and answer their prayers 
with unceasing kindness, that, for those who glory in you as their 
Creator and guide, you may restore what you have created and keep 
safe what you have restored. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, 
for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Numbers 20:1-13; Psalm 94; Matthew 16:13-23 

When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his 
disciples, Who do people say the Son of Man is? They replied, Some say 
John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others, Jeremiah or one of 
the prophets. But what about you? he asked. Who do you say I am? 
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Simon Peter answered, You are the Christ, the Son of the living God. 
Jesus replied, Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not 
revealed to you by man, but by my Father in heaven. And I tell you that 
you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of 
Hades will not overcome it. I will give you the keys of the kingdom of 
heaven; whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and 
whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. Then he warned 
his disciples not to tell anyone that he was the Christ. From that time 
on Jesus began to explain to his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem 
and suffer many things at the hands of the elders, chief priests and 
teachers of the law, and that he must be killed and on the third day be 
raised to life. Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. Never, 
Lord! he said. This shall never happen to you! Jesus turned and said to 
Peter, Get behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling-block to me; you do 
not have in mind the things of God, but the things of men. (Matthew 16: 


13-23) 
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The Rock and the Keys By any standards this passage (Matthew 
16: 13-23) must be regarded as a tremendous text of the Gospels. There 
are twenty eight chapters in the Gospel of St Matthew and so we can 
regard this passage as being positioned more or less at the heart of 
Matthew’s account. Christ’s preaching was filled with references to the 
Kingdom of heaven and what is required in order to enter it. Here, 
away from the crowds and alone with his disciples he begins with a 
critical question: who he himself is. It implies that he himself is at the 
centre of the Kingdom of heaven and entry into this Kingdom is 
inextricably tied to one’s belief in and acknowledgment of him. In fact, 
Christ himself is the embodiment of this Kingdom because the 
Kingdom is nothing other than the lordship and rule of God. That rule 
is present in its fullness in Jesus. Entry into the Kingdom is entry into 
union with him. And so he elicits from Simon a magnificent profession 
of faith, that Jesus is the Messiah and the Son of the living God. This is 
a profession which Christ accepts. He also states that the very 
perception of this truth has its origin in the action of the Father. It was 


Christ’s own Father in heaven who revealed this to Simon. Simon had 
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received what was a gift, the gift of faith. But now our Lord introduces 
something new. To this point he had been preaching and instructing 
about the promised Kingdom of God - his rule and dominion. Now he 
speaks of his Church. He has received Simon’s profession of faith, a 
profession he gives on behalf of the Apostles. Our Lord now proceeds 
to formally lay the foundations of his Church and to indicate the 
connection between his Church and the Kingdom he had been 
preaching. Simon receives the title of the Rock, Peter. It is on this 
Rock which is Simon that Christ will build his Church and his Church 
will not be overcome by the forces of Hell. There will be a new people 
built on and developed from the old. The Apostles will be its twelve 
patriarchs with Simon Peter as their head. Simon will be the visible 
rock and foundation of the building that Christ will create and it will be 
entirely secure despite the human failings and limitations, embodied 
even in Simon himself (Matthew 16:13-23). 

There is more in this surprising revelation of Christ’s intentions. 
The Kingdom that Christ has to this point been preaching will have an 
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entry and keys to that entry. Those keys would be entrusted to a 
specific person. Christ says he will give to Simon the keys to the 
Kingdom of heaven — the action is future in tense and so it speaks of 
what Christ will do with Peter. Simon Peter will have in his hands the 
keys to give access to the lordship and rule of God together with the 
blessings this contains. The keys will be held by him. So Simon will 
be the chief minister of the Kingdom, and Christ its King. Simon will 
represent the King and will make his presence visible in his own limited 
and all-too faulty person. Simon will be Christ’s vicar and whatever he 
chooses to bind up or loosen will be ratified in heaven. So Simon’s 
authority will be great. Those seeking entry into the Kingdom of 
heaven, which is union with Jesus and all that this brings and requires, 
will have the singular advantage of knowing to whom they are to go. A 
specific person is to be constituted by Christ to represent him, clearly 
after he has gone. That person is Simon Peter, and the Twelve must 
live out their mission in communion with him. Our Lord is pointing to 
his death and departure from the scene, and he is making permanent 
provision for this until he returns again at the end of the age. That 
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provision is contained in his Church which he is to build, at the head of 
which is his appointee, Simon Peter, who is to hold the keys. Having 
announced his momentous step in the establishment of Church and the 
Kingdom, Christ speaks of his Passion, his Death and his Resurrection. 
Immediately Simon, having been told of his exalted calling, shows his 
all-too limited grasp and brings down on himself a sharp rebuke from 
Christ. The way to glory and to the fullness of the Kingdom is through 
suffering and death. This is to be, then, the way Simon and the 
Apostles must follow as must all who wish to be in Christ. 

Let us strive to appreciate the wonder of the Church which 
Christ has built. Peter is at its head and he holds the keys to the 
kingdom of heaven. To access the kingdom, in Christ’s plan we must 
turn to the Church and gain entry by her. The Church which is nothing 
other than the body of Christ — his visible presence and dwelling place 
here on earth — is the divinely established means of entry into the 
Kingdom of God. That Kingdom is found in the person of Christ and 
so the goal of life is union with him. Peter holds the keys. Let us then 
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ponder this dramatic text and let us pray for the grace to love the 
Church which brings to us the salvation that is union with Christ. 
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Friday of the Eighteenth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 70 (69): 2, 6 O God, come to my assistance; O 
Lord, make haste to help me! You are my rescuer, my help; O Lord, do 
not delay. 

Collect Draw near to your servants, O Lord, and answer their prayers 
with unceasing kindness, that, for those who glory in you as their 
Creator and guide, you may restore what you have created and keep 
safe what you have restored. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, 
for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Deuteronomy 4:32-40; Psalm 76; Matthew 16:24-28 

Then Jesus said to his disciples, If anyone would come after me, he 
must deny himself and take up his cross and follow me. For whoever 
wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for me will 
find it. What good will it be for a man if he gains the whole world, yet 



1789 


forfeits his soul? Or what can a man give in exchange for his soul? For 
the Son of Man is going to come in his Father’s glory with his angels, 
and then he will reward each person according to what he has done. / 
tell you the truth, some who are standing here will not taste death 
before they see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom. (Matthew 
16:24-28) 

The Cross I have known people who, when they heard that a young 
person they knew wished to be a priest, thought the course being chosen 
was crazy. It was a waste of a life. That young person was foregoing 
marriage, a career in the world, success in life and a variety of other 
things besides. I mention this to introduce the person, any person, who 
hears the call of Christ to be his disciple — whatever may be his 
particular vocation in life. A reading of the Gospel accounts about the 
call of Christ reveals demands that at first sight might seem crazy. For 
instance, take the young man in the Gospel who came in haste to our 
Lord and asked in all sincerity what he must do to inherit eternal life. 
He had kept God’s commandments from his earliest years. He wanted 
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to know what further God was expecting of him. Our Lord, we are told, 
looked on him and loved him. He said to the young man that if he 
wanted to be perfect, he ought sell all he had and give it to the poor. 
Then he ought come and follow him. Our Lord was asking him to deny 
himself very radically. Our Lord had taken a risk. A change came over 
the young man’s face. It fell. What our Lord just said to him seemed 
crazy and unnecessary, and he went away sad for he had many 
possessions. In our Gospel passage today (Matthew 16: 24-28) our 
Lord says to his disciples that if anyone would come after him he must 
deny himself and take up his cross and follow him. It is a variation of 
what he told the rich young man, only this time it is even more general. 
The Christian is to choose the path of self-denial. He is to take up his 
cross. Let us notice our Lord’s specific mention of “the cross”. In the 
previous passage Christ had made it plain to his disciples that his path 
was to be that of suffering and death, and he had sharply rebuked Simon 
for attempting to dissuade him from this path. It had seemed crazy to 
Simon. I suspect that the active choice by Christ of the path of 
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suffering and death would basically seem meaningless to most of the 
non-Christian religions of the world, including to Mahomet and Islam. 

Christ foresaw his own death on the cross, but the point to notice 
here in our passage today is that our Lord uses the cross in reference to 
the following of him. Just as his own path involved a denial of himself 
unto death, so too his disciple must deny himself and take up his cross. 
With the Roman occupation, every Jew would be familiar with 
execution by crucifixion. Criminals were crucified publicly and this 
was meant to serve as a powerful deterrent. All would be familiar with 
the condemned person taking up his cross and being forced to make his 
way to the place of his death. Our Lord uses this striking metaphor to 
describe the path of his disciples. But there is also this. The disciple 
must do this willingly for love of Jesus. He is to “take up his cross ” on 
his own initiative and not as something forced upon him. So the 
acceptance and choice of the cross is part of a loving following of Jesus. 
This may seem crazy even to many who count themselves as Christ’s 
disciples but who have not taken to heart these words in our Gospel 
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today. It is the choice of the path of self-denial out of love for Jesus, 
precisely because Jesus chose that path. What constitutes this cross? 
Well of course, there are the difficulties in doing God’s will. There are 
all the difficulties that are allowed by the providence of God such as 
bad health, lack of opportunities in one’s career, the fact that others are 
better positioned and gain those opportunities, the lack of recognition 
by others that comes with very limited talents and capacities, one’s own 
mistakes that lead to various sufferings, and so it goes on. Life brings 
many difficulties and these are allowed by God. That constitutes a 
“cross” that ought to be accepted for love of Jesus. There is also the 
suffering that comes with injustices and humiliations perpetrated by 
others. That “cross” is to be taken up. But there is more still. There is 
the active choice of things that will involve the denial of oneself, the 
choosing of the lower place, the choosing of a more mortified practice, 
the choosing to be more meek and humble of heart, the acceptance of 


humiliations, and all for love of Jesus. 
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Inasmuch as Christ’s path of suffering and death is one of the 
most mysterious features of the Atonement by him for sin, the 
following of Christ in this same path is one of the most difficult things 
to accept and embrace in the Christian life. It requires a grace from 
God that illuminates the mind and brings a change of heart. Let this 
mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus , St Paul writes. We ought to 
pray for the grace to understand the contents of our Gospel passage 
today, and for the desire to live it out in the way God intends. 







1794 


Saturday of the Eighteenth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 70 (69):2, 6 O God, come to my assistance; O 
Lord, make haste to help me! You are my rescuer, my help; O Lord, do 
not delay. 

Collect Draw near to your servants, O Lord, and answer their prayers 
with unceasing kindness, that, for those who glory in you as their 
Creator and guide, you may restore what you have created and keep 
safe what you have restored. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, 
for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Deuteronomy 6:4-13; Psalm 9; Matthew 

17:14-20 

When they came to the crowd, a man approached Jesus and knelt 
before him. Lord, have mercy on my son, he said. He has seizures and 
is suffering greatly. He often falls into the fire or into the water. I 
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brought him to your disciples, but they could not heed him. O 
unbelieving and perverse generation, Jesus replied, how long shall I 
stay with you? How long shall I put up with you? Bring the boy here to 
me. Jesus rebuked the demon, and it came out of the boy, and he was 
heeded from that moment. Then the elisciples came to Jesus in private 
and asked, Why couldn’t we drive it out? He replied, Because you have 
so little faith. / tell you the truth, if you have faith as small as a 
mustard seed, you can say to this moun tain, ‘Move from here to there ’ 
and it will move. Nothing will be impossible for you. (Matthew 
17:14-20) 

Belief Most people accept the importance of the study of history. 
History is studied in schools and it is an important subject in Arts 
faculties at University level. However, it is interesting to notice the 
fields of history that are given most emphasis. Economic and political 
history is largely assumed to be of most importance, whereas a case 
could easily be made for an emphasis on other fields that in some places 
barely get a look-in. I am thinking of, for instance, the history of ideas 
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and especially the history of philosophy and perhaps too, the history of 
man’s religions. I would suggest that just as religions are studied at 
secondary school level, so ought philosophy be studied at that level. Be 
all that as it may, when it comes to the history of philosophy it is of 
value to notice what have been the concerns of philosophers. Those 
concerns have been the nature of morality, the world of our experience, 
the nature of history, human knowledge, the existence and nature of 
God, and various other basic questions. Within the Anglo-Saxon 
philosophical world over the last few centuries, human knowledge has 
been at the forefront of interest. How can we be certain of anything and 
what are the means of attaining the truth, if there be any objective truth? 
Now, over the past couple of centuries the assumption has grown that 
the criterion of truth is its demonstrability. That is to say, if a truth can 
be demonstrated mathematically or scientifically — meaning in the 
main, empirically — then it can be accepted as true. Now, of course, if 
a truth can be demonstrated in this way, then it can be accepted as true. 
The problem is that this is taken to be a total criterion of truth, which is 
to say that it is a test to be applied to all truths. It is part of the 
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naturalist assumption of much of modem thought: the only reality that 
can be admitted is that which lies within the boundaries of our 
sense-experience. Hence it is that there is a strong suspicion against 
any truths which rely for their apprehension and acceptance on an act of 
faith. Typically we are not disposed to accept assertions which rely on 
faith in another. That is our contemporary bias. We need to come to 
grips with it if we find this bias in ourselves, because it will make us 
slow to accept immensely important truths that come from entirely 
reliable sources. 

Let us take our Gospel passage today, for example. Our Lord is 
presented with a boy who is in the grip of some form of demonic 
possession and he is told that his disciples are quite unable to cast out 
the demon from the boy. At a word, our Lord expels the demon and in 
private, he is asked by his disciples why they were unable to cast it out. 
Our Lord replied, “ Because you have so little faith. I tell you the truth, 
if you have faith as small as a mustard seed, you can say to this 
mountain, ‘Move from here to there ’ and it will move. Nothing will be 
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impossible for you ” (Matthew 17: 14-20). Let us prescind from a 
detailed discussion of this particular case of the exercise of faith, to the 
general point that our Lord made the appeal for faith a cornerstone of 
his public ministry. He was continually asking for faith. When he 
returned to his home town and presented himself as the one foretold by 
the prophets, he received an entirely negative response. We are told 
that our Lord did not work many miracles there because of their lack of 
faith. Time and again when he was approached by those who were 
suffering from one ailment or another, he asked them if they believed 
that he could do this for them. When he arrived in Bethany four days 
after his friend Lazarus had died, he was met by Martha. Our Lord told 
her that he was the resurrection and the life and that anyone who 
believed in him would live even if he died. Then he asked Martha if 
she believed this. She told him that she did, that she believed that he 
was the Messiah, the Son of the living God. He then proceeded to work 
his astounding miracle of raising Lazarus forthwith from the grave. 
Faith in his person was the door to divine truth. Our Lord did not ask 
people if, through their own independent tests, they had come to see 
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that what he claimed and taught was true. No, he asked them if they 
believed in him. Faith in Jesus is the way to revealed truth. When our 
Lord rose from the dead and was about to ascend to his Father, he gave 
his final commission to his disciples to go to the whole world, making 
disciples of all the nations. Those who believed would be saved, while 
those who knowingly refused would not. 

Let us take to heart our Lord’s constant call to believe. 
Believing in Jesus the Son of God is the most reasonable thing we can 
do. Our salvation depends on hearing the word of Christ and accepting 
it in faith. We use our reason to examine and consider his person, but 
in the final analysis the act of faith will be necessary. This faith, once 
given, must be maintained and helped to grow strong, and never be 
allowed to wane. There are two wings taking us to truth, both reason 
and faith. The truth they take us to is above all the divine truth that is 
the person of Christ. 







1800 


Nineteenth Sunday of Ordinary Time 


Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 74 (73): 20, 19, 22, 23 Look to your 
covenant, O Lord, and forget not the life of your poor ones for ever. 
Arise, O God, and defend your cause, and forget not the cries of those 
who seek you. 

Collect Almighty ever living God, whom, taught by the Holy Spirit, 
we dare to call our Lather, bring, we pray, to perfection in our hearts the 
spirit of adoption as your sons and daughters, that we may merit to enter 
into the inheritance which you have promised. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 1 Kings 19:9.11-13; Psalm 84; 


Romans 9:1-5; 


Matthew 14: 22-33 
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Immediately Jesus made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead 
of him to the other side, while he dismissed the crowd. After he had 
dismissed them, he went up on a mountainside by himself to pray. 
When evening came, he was there alone, but the boat was cdready a 
considerable distance from land, buffeted by the waves because the 
wind was against it. During the fourth watch of the night Jesus went 
out to them, walking on the lake. When the disciples saw him wcdking 
on the lake, they were terrified. It’s a ghost, they said, and cried out in 
fear. But Jesus immediately said to them: Take courage! It is I. Don’t 
be afraid. Lord, if it’s you, Peter replied, tell me to come to you on the 
water. Come, he said. Then Peter got down out of the boat, walked on 
the water and came towards Jesus. But when he saw the wind, he was 
afraid and, beginning to sink, cried out, Lord, save me! Immediately 
Jesus reached out his hand and caught him. You of little faith, he said, 
why did you doubt? And when they climbed into the boat, the wind died 
down. Then those who were in the boat worshipped him, saying, Truly 
you are the Son of God. (Matthew 14:22-33) 
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The Church’s Faith It is very clear that a principal lesson of our 
Gospel event today is that faith in Jesus is the great act which God 
expects of us his children. Jesus is the Son of God, as he demonstrated 
so clearly in the event portrayed in the Gospel. He came walking to the 
disciples on the water and calmed the sea after he had joined them. 
Courage, he said, it is I. He said to Simon, why did you doubt? 
(Matthew 14: 22-33) Our Lord is asking for full and complete faith in 
him and in his word. The thought of Simon asking our Lord to bid him 
come to him across the water and then proceeding to do so at the 
invitation of Jesus, reminds us that we are called to stake everything on 
our faith in Christ. He is to be the only true and certain basis of our life. 
His word is what we follow and we obey his word because of our faith 
in him. Simon took his first steps in this direction during the storm, but 
then at the sight of the storm his faith in our Lord faltered. The most 
basic act of our lives, which serves as the foundation of all our other 
acts, should be our act of faith in Jesus. Faith in Jesus is, in God’s 
intention, the foundation of our life and we ought strive to make it so 
every day from the first moment of rising. However, there is an aspect 
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of this which ought be clearly appreciated. Yes, this act of faith, so 
basic in the life of the Christian, is a deeply personal thing. It is the 
foundation of my personal relationship with God. Yes, it is my act, my 
personal act of faith. That having been said, we must immediately add 
that this is not just a personal act of mine. That is to say, my faith in 
Jesus is the very faith that the entire Church shares in. Or rather, the 
entire Church’s faith is what my own act of faith shares in. What I 
believe is what we all believe, all of us who make up Christ’s Church. 
The Creed is not only my Creed but it is our Creed. The Apostles’ 
Creed which is typically the Creed of each individual’s Baptism begins 
with the words, I believe. At the same time, the Apostles’ Creed and 
the Nicene Creed — the Creed of the Church’s worship — is the Creed 
of all of us. The faith of the individual Christian is a sharing in the faith 
of the Church which Christ founded. The mission of the Church is to 
bring this one faith to the nations. 

Therefore my act of faith in Jesus is not just something I have 
simply arrived for myself and which I determine for myself. If we think 
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of our faith in Jesus as a purely personal act we might instinctively 
imagine it as isolated from the faith of the Church, and that, being my 
own act of faith, it therefore is for me to determine just what I should 
believe. We might also be tempted to think that the Church, or rather a 
church, is simply a body of faithful who happen to have a faith that is 
similar to mine, because faith is very personal and is a matter between 
me and Jesus. But no. In the plan of God I have received my faith 
from the Church. My faith is derived from the Church. In this sense 
the Church is my mother, or rather our mother. Being our mother from 
whom we have received the faith, the Church is also my teacher, or 
rather our teacher. The Church is mother and teacher not only to me but 
to all of us who believe. So it is that while we say “I believe” at the 
start of the Apostles’ Creed in our private prayer, at Mass we all 
together say “I believe” at the start of the Nicene Creed. The Nicene 
Creed was formulated by the Church in order to expose and exclude 
errors about Christ’s person, and in order to insist that the “I believe” 
uttered by each person be identical with the “We believe” uttered by the 
whole Church. We are reminded of this by our Gospel scene today, in 
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which all the disciples together arrived at, and professed faith in, Jesus 
as the Son of God. That boat which received the presence of Jesus 
provides us with an image of the Church. In it is Simon Peter with the 
others, and Christ is in their midst. The faith of each in the boat is the 
faith of all, the faith of the incipient Church, and Christ is there with 
them. So yes, the Christian nourishes his own faith in Jesus by daily 
prayer, assiduous reading of the Scriptures, by a devout reception of the 
Sacraments and by a good and holy daily life. But he also constantly 
looks to the faith of the Church, that faith of those in the barque of 
Simon and the Twelve. There, no matter how buffeted the boat may be, 
Jesus dwells in their midst. This faith of the Church is the faith I 
receive and by which I am constantly guided. I must never live my 
faith in Jesus in isolation from the Church Christ founded and in which 
he constantly abides, whatever be the storms that assail her. My faith 
has come through the Church who is my mother and teacher o 

In our Gospel scene today, our Lord — as he does on numerous 
other occasions in the Gospels — stresses the absolutely central place 
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of faith in the life of his disciple. Why did you doubt? We must not 
doubt him, neither must we must doubt his word and his teaching. He 
and his word come to us in the ministry and life of the Church he 
founded, that Church where Simon is to be found. Our very personal 
and individual faith, coming via the Church must be guided by the 
Church, which in the plan of God is our mother and teacher in faith. 

Further reading : The Catechism of the Catholic Church , nos. 168-169 
(“Look on the faith of your church.”) 
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Monday of the Nineteenth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 74 (73): 20, 19, 22, 23 Look to your 
covenant, O Lord, and forget not the life of your poor ones for ever. 
Arise, O God, and defend your cause, and forget not the cries of those 
who seek you. 

Collect Almighty ever living God, whom, taught by the Holy Spirit, 
we dare to call our Lather, bring, we pray, to perfection in our hearts the 
spirit of adoption as your sons and daughters, that we may merit to enter 
into the inheritance which you have promised. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Deuteronomy 10:12-22; Psalm 147; Matthew 
17:22-27 

When they came together in Galilee, Jesus said to his disciples, The Son 
of Man is going to be betrayed into the hands of men. They will kill 
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him, and on the third day he will be raised to life. And the disciples 
were filled with grief. After Jesus and his disciples arrived in 
Capernaum, the collectors of the two-drachma tax came to Peter and 
asked, Doesn’t your teacher pay the temple tax? Yes, he does, he 
replied. When Peter came into the house, Jesus was the first to speak. 
What do you think, Simon ? he asked. From whom do the kings of the 
earth collect duty and taxes—from their own sons or from others? 
From others, Peter answered. Then the sons are exempt, Jesus said to 
him. But so that we may not offend them, go to the lake and throw out 
your line. Take the first fish you catch; open its mouth and you will find 
a four-drachma coin. Take it and give it to them for my tax and yours. 
(Matthew 17:22-27) 

The Good Citizen The Gospels present our Lord as given over to 
his public ministry of announcing and establishing the Kingdom of God 
by his teaching, his miracles, his formation of the Apostles and other 
disciples, and finally by the greatest act of his life, his passion and 
death. We are also given the occasional glimpse of another side of our 
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Lord’s life, his being a citizen of his nation. By that I am referring to 
his activities and rights and duties as a citizen. As St John writes in the 
Prologue of his Gospel, the Word became flesh and dwelt among us. 
This involved being a citizen of a particular society, the people of 
Israel. This people was subject to the Empire of Rome which appointed 
or approved officials, administered taxes, and so forth. At the very 
beginning of his life, Christ is seen to be subject to these political and 
social realities. His parents, while he was still in the womb, had to 
travel to Bethlehem because of a decree of the emperor requiring a 
census to be taken. Soon after his birth his parents take him to 
Jerusalem for his presentation in the Temple, and that was subject to 
religious and social regulations. At the end of his life, Christ was 
brought before the Roman procurator. The Son of God was subject to a 
pagan governor. It was the result of his Incarnation. In our Gospel 
today we see our Lord being asked if he paid the Temple tax: “ After 
Jesus and his disciples arrived in Capernaum, the collectors of the 
two-drachma tax came to Peter and asked, Doesn’t your teacher pay 
the temple tax? Yes, he does, he replied ” (Matthew 17:22-27). Peter’s 
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reply shows that our Lord certainly paid the Temple tax. We remember 
how our Lord was accosted by the scribes and Pharisees who wished to 
trap him and asked if it was lawful to pay the Roman tax. Our Lord’s 
reply was that what was due to Caesar is to be given to him. So we may 
presume that our Lord also paid whatever Roman tax was required of 
him. Our Lord was a good citizen. Were he living in our day, he would 
respect the laws of society and live as a good citizen, though his 
mission would not have been a secular one. 

The direct implication of this is that the one who wishes to be 
Christ’s disciple must also strive to be a good citizen. The great 
majority of Christ’s faithful are called by God to live directly in the 
world and in service of the world. For the first thirty years of his life, 
this was our Lord’s own calling. He was a carpenter with his 
foster-father in the village of Nazareth. He lived at home with his 
mother Mary and foster-father Joseph, lived a daily round in the midst 
of his wider family of relations and among his acquaintances of the 
district. He worked every day as a builder-carpenter in his village and 
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perhaps in the near-by bustling cosmopolitan city of Zephoris, earning 
money for the small family circle, giving some of it — and perhaps 
even a considerable portion of it — to the poor. He went to the 
Synagogue every Sabbath and participated quietly in the life of the 
town. He was the Messiah and within his ordinary life was already 
humbly engaged in the redemption of the world. But then came the 
moment of what we might call his formal and public ordination for 
mission. The Holy Spirit came upon him during his Baptism by John in 
the Jordan river, consecrating him to begin his public work as Messiah. 
However, to that point he had lived as a simple citizen of his country as 
did his holy mother and his saintly foster-father. It is this which is the 
calling of most of Christ’s faithful. They are called to live out their 
lives as citizens and to serve Christ and God by serving the world in 
which they find themselves, just as our Lord himself did for the first 
thirty years of his life, and just as Joseph his foster-father did for the 
whole of his life. The lay faithful are called to holiness of life in the 
fulfilment of their daily responsibilities to their family, to society and to 
the world around them. They do this precisely as members of the 
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Church and they find their daily spiritual sustenance in the life and 
ministry of the Church, in her Sacraments, in her preaching and in her 
ministry. From the Church they receive their life in Christ and in that 
life they serve society and the world in which they live. The 
redemption and sanctification of the world depends on a holy and 
deeply Christian laity. 

Let every lay member of Christ’s Faithful understand clearly 
that their presence in the world constitutes a most important vocation 
from Christ himself. They belong to Christ by baptism and by the other 
Sacraments they have received. Christ has placed the lay faithful in the 
world to serve him there. They are to win the world to him by their 
being very good citizens and by their bearing witness to him before 
others. This they do by their example, by their discrete and appropriate 
words, by their professional service, by their observance of the laws of 
society, and by a quiet and daily apostolate of drawing others to the 
person of Jesus. Let them look to Jesus as he lived at Nazareth. Let 
them look to the holy family of Nazareth. Let them bear in mind our 
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Gospel scene today. Our Lord was a good citizen. So too must the 
Christian be. 
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Tuesday of the Nineteenth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 74 (73): 20, 19, 22, 23 Look to your 
covenant, O Lord, and forget not the life of your poor ones forever. 
Arise, O God, and defend your cause, and forget not the cries of those 
who seek you. 

Collect Almighty ever living God, whom, taught by the Holy Spirit, 
we dare to call our Lather, bring, we pray, to perfection in our hearts the 
spirit of adoption as your sons and daughters, that we may merit to enter 
into the inheritance which you have promised. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Deuteronomy 31:1-8; Psalm: Deuteronomy: 32; 
Matthew 18:1-5.10.12-14 

At that time the disciples came to Jesus and asked, Who is the greater in 
the kingdom of heaven? He called a little child and had him stand 
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among them. And he said: I tell you the truth, unless you change and 
become like little children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. 
Therefore, whoever humbles himself like this child is the greater in the 
kingdom of heaven. And whoever welcomes a little child like this in my 
name welcomes me. See that you do not look down on one of these little 
ones. For I tell you that their angels in heaven always see the face of 
my Father in heaven. What do you think? If a man owns a hundred 
sheep, and one of them wanders away, will he not leave the ninety-nine 
on the hills and go to look for the one that wandered off? And if he finds 
it, I tell you the truth, he is happier about that one sheep than about the 
ninety-nine that did not wander off. In the same way your Father in 
heaven is not willing that any of these little ones should be lost. 
(Matthew 18:1-5.10.12-14) 

Greatness I have a book entitled Among God’s Giants. The book is 
a study of several very influential Christians during the last few 
centuries. That word “Giants” intrigued me. I could not help thinking 
— setting aside this particular book — that all too often we think of 



1816 


great Christians as “giants” only when they are great in influence and 
notice among men. In such a view, the greatest Christians are those 
who are most notable in the eyes of society and in their public 
influence. Of course, this can be the case. We can think of many truly 
holy Christians who have had a very public role to play and were 
famous in their influence in their lifetimes. But it need not be the case 
at all. There are persons who feature in the Scriptures who had little or 
no notoriety in their own lifetime. Consider the Virgin Mary, mother of 
Christ. She was addressed by the Angel as “full of grace”. The Angel 
said that the Lord was with her. Elizabeth her kinswoman, filled with 
the Holy Spirit, said that she was “blessed among women”. Mary 
herself, in her inspired prayer which we usually call the Magnificat, said 
that the Lord had done great things for her and that all generations 
would call her blessed. The Church has formally taught that she who 
was the Mother of God the Son made man was conceived without sin. 
At the end of her life she was taken, body and soul, glorious, into 
heaven because no sin ever touched her. She is the greatest in the 
Kingdom of heaven, the giant of God’s giants, we might say, and yet 
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she was hidden from notoriety in her own lifetime. Let us take her 
husband, the holy Joseph. What intimacy he enjoyed with Christ during 
those years at Nazareth! Holiness consists in union with Jesus. How 
holy Joseph must have been then, and yet his life was shrouded in 
obscurity. God’s “giants,” as we might call them, can be found in any 
human situation be it public, be it hidden. Every ordinary member of 
Christ’s faithful is called to holiness of life, and in that sense to be great 
before God. 

It is one of the deepest cravings of man to be noticed and 
esteemed. It springs from his very personhood as one who has an 
absolute value and who desires and deserves to be loved and respected. 
The question is, how are we to satisfy this? Some seek to satisfy it by 
seeking the notice and honours of the world. The Christian, finding his 
inspiration in Christ, understands well that mere honours of the world 
are in themselves little more than a mirage. The love and esteem to be 
sought is above all that which comes from God, who knows us through 
and through. Christ was meek and humble and his chosen path was that 
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of opprobrium and rejection by those who mattered in society. Out of 
love for him, the Christian should be ready to follow a similar path in 
which praise and notoriety are denied him. He knows that mere praise 
and notoriety is not the path to true greatness. What, then, does our 
Lord himself say about what it is to be great? In our Gospel passage 
today (Matthew 18:1-5.10.12-14) he tells us who is the greater 
0 meizon ). “At that time the disciples came to Jesus and asked, Who is 
the greater in the kingdom of heaven? He called a little child and had 
him stand among them. And he said: I tell you the truth, unless you 
change and become like little children, you will never enter the kingdom 
of heaven. Therefore, whoever humbles himself like this child is the 
greater (meizon) in the kingdom of heaven.’’'’ So then, whatever 
notoriety and esteem or lack of it may come our way in life, the one 
thing necessary for true greatness in the kingdom of heaven is humility. 
One must seek to be humble, which is to say, the lower place — firstly 
in one’s own estimation, but also readily to accept the lower place in the 
estimation of others. To be great in the kingdom of heaven one must be 
small in one’s own sight. The path to greatness lies in following Christ 
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in his humility. This humbling of oneself is perhaps the most difficult 
project of the Christian life because it goes contrary to our yearnings to 
be great before others, but it is the path to greatness. 

How to be humble? To begin with, we must strive to be 
profoundly grateful to God. Gratitude acknowledges that all comes 
from him and not just from ourselves. Moreover, if we are placed in the 
lower place, it will hasten our progress in humility if for love of Christ 
we accept that lower place. Again, where there is a true option, we will 
advance in humility if for love of Christ we choose the lower place 
rather than choosing the higher one. The task in life is to grow in the 
spirit of humility, humbly accepting and preferring the truth about 
ourselves rather than honour coming from what is not the truth about 
ourselves. Let us then have the ambition to be great in the kingdom of 
heaven by humbling ourselves, as our Lord directs us in today’s Gospel. 
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Wednesday of the Nineteenth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 74 (73): 20, 19, 22, 23 Look to your 
covenant, O Lord, and forget not the life of your poor ones for ever. 
Arise, O God, and defend your cause, and forget not the cries of those 
who seek you. 

Collect Almighty ever living God, whom, taught by the Holy Spirit, 
we dare to call our Lather, bring, we pray, to perfection in our hearts the 
spirit of adoption as your sons and daughters, that we may merit to enter 
into the inheritance which you have promised. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Deuteronomy 34:1-12; Psalm 65; Matthew 18:15-20 

Jesus said to his disciples, If your brother sins against you, go and 
show him his fault, just between the two of you. If he listens to you, you 
have won your brother over. But if he will not listen, take one or two 
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others along, so that ‘every matter may be established by the testimony 
of two or three witnesses. ’ If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the 
church; and if he refuses to listen even to the church, treat him as you 
would a pagan or a tax collector. I tell you the truth, whatever you 
bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth 
will be loosed in heaven. Again, I tell you that if two of you on earth 
agree about anything you ask for, it will be done for you by my Father 
in heaven. For where two or three come together in my name, there am 
I with them. (Matthew 18:15-20) 

Truth and Error One of the things that goes very much against the 
grain of modem man is any tendency to judge negatively of his 
religious and moral beliefs. This is especially the case in areas of very 
personal morality. The Church’s condemnation of artificial methods of 
birth control has long been unacceptable to much of modem society, as 
has the Church’s condemnation of various forms of sexual immorality. 
Yet if there is to be a light in the world at all, it will necessarily mean 
the presence of condemnation of error. If it is allowed that there is 
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objective truth, it must also be allowed that there is error, which means 
that the declaration of any truth will mean the rejection of its opposite. 
In fact, when we look at the accounts in the Old Testament of the work 
and preaching of the prophets, we see that most of their teaching is 
taken up with the condemnation of error. For instance, the book of 
Jonah tells the inspired tale of the prophet Jonah going to the great city 
of Nineveh and preaching repentance from sin, and the city repented 
from its sins. His message was negative. What was at stake was the 
life of the nation. The prophets insisted that unless the people 
converted from their sins of idolatry, social injustice, and other moral 
and religious evils, destruction would descend upon them. John the 
Baptist came announcing a wonderful good news, but it meant 
recognition of and repentance from sin on the part of the people. That 
is to say, he vigorously pointed out error, and called on the people to 
renounce their sins and prepare for the coming of God. Our Lord came 
announcing a joyful good news, that the promised kingdom of God was 
very near. But he called for repentance, and pointed out error and sin. 
Unless you repent, he said on one occasion, you will all perish as they 
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did. All this is alluded to in our Gospel passage today, in which our 
Lord advises his disciples: “//' your brother sins against you, go and 
show him his fault, just between the two of you. If he listens to you, you 
have won your brother over. But if he will not listen, take one or two 
others along, so that ‘every matter may be established by the testimony 
of two or three witnesses. ’ If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the 
church; and if he refuses to listen even to the church, treat him as you 
would a pagan or a tax collector’’’ (Matthew 18: 15-20). 

So it is that throughout the Church’s history, the unmasking and 
declaration of religious and moral error has been part and parcel of her 
service to humanity. Very early there arose the question of error about 
the person of Jesus Christ. So it was that in the early centuries of the 
Church several great ecumenical Councils were held and ratified by the 
Bishop of Rome. The Council of Nicaea in 325 laid it down that Jesus 
was truly divine, and meant the rejection of the error of Arius. This was 
followed by other councils rejecting errors about Christ and insisting on 
the faith of the Apostles. As the history of the Church advanced, so did 
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the Church’s battle with religious error. In our Gospel passage today 
our Lord hints at the power of the Church to excommunicate. “//' he 
refuses to listen even to the church, treat him as you would a pagan or a 
tax collector ” (Matthew 18: 15-20). Popes decreed against various 
errors, and ecumenical Councils also gathered to clarify the truth. The 
Council of Trent (over several sessions from 1548 to 1563) condemned 
what it taught to be various errors propounded by the Reformers, errors 
that spanned the gamut of Christian teaching. But an important thing 
happened in this exercise of the Church’s magisterium. In the ministry 
of pointing out doctrinal and moral error, the Church’s knowledge of 
revealed truth advanced. Several decades ago, Pope Paul VI 
condemned artificial contraception in his famous Encyclical Humanae 
Vitae. It provoked a world-wide outcry of objection, but it was a 
service to the truth. Its teaching prompted a new appreciation and 
exploration of the truth of conjugal love, which Pope John Paul II took 
up and developed. The Church is in the line of the prophets, and her 
prophetic voice has to be raised in defence of the truth and in 


condemnation of error. Such a mission runs counter to much of modern 
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philosophy which is especially distinguished for its reluctance to admit 
of objective truth and the mind’s capacity to know the truth accurately. 
Truth is perceived as being relative to the individual, and a Church that 
insists on objective truth and error is deemed by the world not worthy to 
be taken seriously. 

In considering the Church’s ministry on behalf of the truth we 
ought constantly bear in mind that the Church is Christ’s body and the 
bearer before the world of the person of Jesus. It is Christ who speaks 
in and through her, and it is Christ who teaches the truth and condemns 
error in and through her teaching. Let us then transcend our intellectual 
assumptions and listen with humility and readiness to the Church’s 
teaching. As our Lord says to his disciples in today’s Gospel, 
“whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you 
loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.'’’’ 
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Thursday of the Nineteenth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 74 (73): 20, 19, 22, 23 Look to your 
covenant, O Lord, and forget not the life of your poor ones for ever. 
Arise, O God, and defend your cause, and forget not the cries of those 
who seek you. 

Collect Almighty ever living God, whom, taught by the Holy Spirit, 
we dare to call our Lather, bring, we pray, to perfection in our hearts the 
spirit of adoption as your sons and daughters, that we may merit to enter 
into the inheritance which you have promised. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Joshua 3:7-10.11.13-17; Psalm 113A; 

Matthew 18:21-19:1 

Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, Lord, how many times shall l 
forgive my brother when he sins against me? Up to seven times? Jesus 
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answered, I tell you, not seven times, but seventy-seven times. 
Therefore, the kingdom of heaven is like a king who wanted to settle 
accounts with his servants. As he began the settlement, a man who 
owed him ten thousand talents was brought to him. Since he was not 
able to pay, the master ordered that he and his wife and his children 
and all that he had be sold to repay the debt. The servant fell on his 
knees before him. 'Be patient with me, ’ he begged, ‘and I will pay back 
everything. ’ The servant’s master took pity on him, cancelled the debt 
and let him go. But when that servant went out, he found one of his 
fellow- servants who owed him a hundred denarii. He grabbed him and 
began to choke him. ‘Pay back what you owe me! ’ he demanded. His 
fellow- servant fell to his knees and begged him, 'Be patient with me, 
and I will pay you back. ’ But he refused. Instead, he went off and had 
the man thrown into prison until he could pay the debt. When the other 
serx’ants saw what had happened, they were greatly distressed and went 
and told their master everything that had happened. Then the master 
called the servant in. ‘You wicked servant, ’ he said, 7 cancelled all 
that debt of yours because you begged me to. Shouldn’t you have had 
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mercy on your fellow- servant just as I had on you?’ In anger his 
master turned him over to the jailers to be tortured, until he should pay 
back all he owed. This is how my heavenly Father will treat each of 
you unless you forgive your brother from your heart. When Jesus had 
finished saying these things, he left Galilee and went into the region of 
Judea to the other side of the Jordan . (Matthew 18:21-19:1) 

Forgiveness I am convinced that one of the most long-lasting 
problems in the life of very many is the sense of personal injury. It 
could be some incident — or many incidents — in one’s childhood. It 
could be the memory of harshness and impatience on the part of one’s 
parents, teachers, superiors or colleagues. It could be some injustice 
experienced at some point in one’s career. This memory could well 
include the awareness that there was some justification for the 
harshness meted out, but nevertheless the effect is a legacy of bitterness. 
That sense of injury remains and it can remain for the entirety of one’s 
life. The memory lingers and never leaves. It fuels anger and 
resentment and saps away at the residue of joy that life can normally 
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contain. The memories of injuries done can in large measure destroy a 
person’s prospects of happiness — that is, if the injuries remain 
unforgiven. There is this further fact of life, that these memories tear 
away at the happiness of society too. For decades upon decades 
northern Ireland was wracked with revolutionary activity. Fuelling 
much of the murder and mayhem was the memory of injuries done in 
the past. Consider the protracted and seemingly intractable strife in the 
Middle East, and in particular the Israeli-Palestinian strife. I am 
convinced that the memory on both sides of injury done is a principal 
cause of the ceaseless conflict. Ordinary human experience and 
reflection indicate that, both at the individual level and at the level of 
society, there is no avoiding the necessity of forgiveness. Somehow a 
way must be found by the individual and by society to come to the point 
of forgiving the one who is perceived as having caused the injury. The 
failure to forgive, the unwillingness and refusal to forgive, is a 
fundamental human problem and a fundamental obstacle to happiness. 
The question is, what is the way to attain a breakthrough to this 


marvelous virtue? 
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The first thing to remember is that like any virtue forgiveness 
comes only gradually and with repeated acts. I become able to forgive 
only by repeatedly and perseveringly forgiving the injury that has been 
done to me. Secondly, as is the case with any great difficulty that must 
be faced, I must ask the help of God. By his grace he enlightens me as 
to a good to be done and inspires and strengthens my will for the doing 
of it. But all too often the fundamental problem is that I simply do not 
want to forgive. I must ask God to help me to change so that I want to 
forgive the one who has injured me. As long as secretly I do not want 
to do this, I will never bring myself to do it. What will help me greatly 
is the love of Christ. If I love Christ and wish to follow him, his 
example and teaching on forgiveness from the heart will help me to 
forgive. So then, let us consider what our Lord has to say about 
forgiveness in our Gospel passage today (Matthew 18:21-19:1). To 
begin with, our Lord of course allows that we do indeed suffer injuries. 
The servant, when he left the presence of his master, came across a 
fellow servant who owed him one hundred denarii — a not 


inconsiderable sum. It seems to have been equivalent to about fourteen 
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weeks’ work. It is understandable that he felt impatient and resentful. 
But this sum was utterly insignificant in comparison with what the 
servant already owed his master. What he owed his master was an 
immense sum, and his master out of pity for him had both forgiven him 
his debt and dispensed with his intention to sell him and his family into 
slavery in order to reclaim at least some of it. How then are we to 
overcome our unwillingness to forgive? We ought think of our own far 
greater debt to God and the injustice of our sins before him, and of how 
God has forgiven us and continues to do so if we ask him to pardon us. 
There is this further and most important consideration. If we do not 
forgive and from the heart, God will judge us severely. The thought of 
the divine judgment can help us to forgive our brother his offences. 

Our Lord requires of us that we forgive our brother from the 
heart. The prayer that the Lord taught his disciples lays special stress 
on our commitment to forgive. We must want to forgive for love of 
God, and this is the basis of our prayer for Christ’s forgiveness of 
ourselves. It ought be a life-long ambition to come to the end of life 



1832 


having finally forgiven everyone. What a beautiful death! If we leave 
this life having forgiven absolutely everyone, we can expect, Christ 
says, the forgiveness of God. 
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Friday of the Nineteenth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 74 (73): 20, 19, 22, 23 Look to your 
covenant, O Lord, and forget not the life of your poor ones for ever. 
Arise, O God, and defend your cause, and forget not the cries of those 
who seek you. 

Collect Almighty ever living God, whom, taught by the Holy Spirit, 
we dare to call our Lather, bring, we pray, to perfection in our hearts the 
spirit of adoption as your sons and daughters, that we may merit to enter 
into the inheritance which you have promised. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Joshua 24:1-13; Psalm 135; Matthew 19:3-12 

Some Pharisees came to Jesus to test him. They asked, Is it lawful for a 
man to divorce his wife for any and every reason? Haven ’t you read, he 
replied, that at the beginning the Creator ‘made them male and female ’, 



1834 


and said, ‘For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and 
be united to his wife, and the two will become one flesh ’? So they are no 
longer two, but one. Therefore what God has joined together, let man 
not separate. Why then, they asked, did Moses command that a man 
give his wife a certificate of divorce and send her away? Jesus replied, 
Moses permitted you to divorce your wives because your hearts were 
hard. But it was not this way from the beginning. 1 tell you that anyone 
who divorces his wife (marital unfaithfulness is a separate case), and 
marries another woman commits adultery. The disciples send to him, If 
this is the situation between a husband and wife, it is better not to 
marry. Jesus replied, Not everyone can accept this word, but only those 
to whom it has been given. For some are unmarried because they are 
not capable; others because of circumstances; and others have 
renounced marriage for the sake of the kingdom of heaven. The one 
who can accept this should accept it. (Matthew 19:3-12) 

High Calling One of the most magnificent things in the world is 
marriage. Across virtually all cultures marriage is celebrated with 
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special pomp, and it is seen as the normal fulfilment of the heart’s 
dreams. A boy and a girl grow up, and they normally aspire to be 
married. In principle, it can be expected to bring to the couple some of 
the greatest joys of life. If this hope of being married to a suitable 
spouse is foiled or frustrated, it can be one of life’s greatest 
disappointments. I remember years ago listening to an interview with 
one wealthy and persistent contestant for the America’s Cup. He was a 
very good man, and his principal hobby was to compete for the Cup. 
He was asked what was the biggest disappointment in life for him, and 
his answer was that there had been two disappointments in life. He had 
never won the America’s Cup, and he had not found a spouse in life. It 
was a wonder that he had not found a spouse, because he was not only 
wealthy, but he had a good and attractive personality. It is natural to 
wish to be married, and it is an institution which is surrounded by the 
laws of whatever society one may refer to. The Australian Aborigines, 
present on the Australian continent for many thousands of years, had an 
elaborate set of rules that protected marriage as they understood it. So 
important is it, that in any yearning for the divine, man would naturally 
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wonder what was the intent of the deities in respect to marriage. In the 
case of the Australian Aborigines, the violation of marriage rules 
carried religious sanctions. It was a religious matter, as was so much 
else in Aboriginal society. I mention this simply to illustrate its 
universal importance. When we turn to historical Revelation — that 
divine revelation granted to the chosen people of Israel — marriage is 
given a wondrous status. Consider its mention in the first pages of the 
Bible. “ God created man in his image — in the divine image he created 
him: nude and female he created them'’’ (Genesis 1:27). From the outset 
it is intimated that man as united to his spouse is reflecting the divine. 
That is to say, marriage is a reflection the divine. It ought, then, be 
lived as the Creator intended. 

In our Gospel today our Lord re-iterates the teaching of the first 
chapters of Genesis. The divine plan is that if there is a true marriage, 
then it is indissoluble. The two spouses become one. Not only is this 
divinely revealed, but the instincts of man generally point in this 
direction. All know that marriage is the door to happiness, blessings 
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and fruitfulness in life. But of course, if this is to happen, the laws that 
are inscribed in marriage by the Creator must be observed. To take a 
parallel, man finds his natural happiness in society, but if the natural 
laws of living in society are not observed, then it is unhappiness that 
will ensue. Everything has its natural structure, and if it is to flourish, 
its structure must be respected and actively supported. Society must 
protect the natural structure of marriage and surround it with a culture 
that holds it in veneration, otherwise it will bring not happiness but 
unhappiness. Yes, marriage as God intends it is one of the most 
magnificent things in the world, and with good reason its prospect 
brings joy to individuals, families and to all. But now, having set 
before his disciples the high and beautiful vocation of marriage, in our 
Gospel (Matthew 19: 3-12) our Lord presents them with something 
more lofty still. It is that “others have renounced marriage for the sake 
of the kingdom of heaven.” For those so called, there is the path of 
renouncing even this for Jesus Christ and his reign. God had described 
himself as the Bridegroom, the Husband. His spouse was his chosen 
people — it is an expression that is at the forefront of some of the 
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prophets. Our Lord was described by John the Baptist as the 
Bridegroom, and Our Lord applied the same term to himself when 
approached by the disciples of John. He is the Bridegroom. In the long 
history of the Church, numerous members of Christ’s faithful have 
heard the call of God in their hearts to make Christ the Bridegroom of 
their souls. By solemn promise they pledge their hearts directly to him 
and preserve their hearts for him alone. This pledge is sanctioned by 
the Church. The fruitfulness of their lives parallels that of Christ the 
Bridegroom of the Church. It is a higher vocation from God because it 
involves the direct gift of one’s heart to him, a gift lived out with 
grateful fidelity throughout one’s life. 

The calls of Christ are multiform. Each has his or her distinct 
call. Marriage is a high call and is the path to holiness for those called 
to it. In the teaching of the Church, there is a still nobler call, and that 
is the call to celibacy for the sake of Christ and his dominion. In it, the 
soul gives itself to Jesus, to belong to him exclusively. In Him — in 
Jesus Christ as its Spouse — the soul serves the Kingdom and thus 
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assists all to attain the holiness intended by God. Great are the ways of 
God! 
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Saturday of the Nineteenth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 74 (73): 20, 19, 22, 23 Look to your 
covenant, O Lord, and forget not the life of your poor ones for ever. 
Arise, O God, and defend your cause, and forget not the cries of those 
who seek you. 

Collect Almighty ever living God, whom, taught by the Holy Spirit, 
we dare to call our Lather, bring, we pray, to perfection in our hearts the 
spirit of adoption as your sons and daughters, that we may merit to enter 
into the inheritance which you have promised. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Joshua 24:14-29; Psalm 15; Matthew 19:13-15 

Then little children were brought to Jesus for him to place his hands on 
them and pray for them. But the disciples rebuked those who brought 


them. Jesus scud, Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder 
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them, for the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these. When he had 
placed his hands on them, he went on from there. (Matthew 19:13-15) 

Jesus and the Children Consider our Gospel scene today. Our 
Lord is immersed in his ministry for the crowds. Power is going out 
from him as it usually did. He preached, he taught, he healed, at times 
he forgave sins. In the midst of his busy and exhausting ministry, 
parents bring their children for him to bless them with his prayer. Our 
Lord’s disciples, undoubtedly thinking of their weary master, actively 
discourage parents from imposing on Jesus in this way and try to turn 
them away from him. But our Lord rebukes them and welcomes the 
children with their parents, and readily places his hands on them. It is a 
gesture showing the blessing that he is conferring on them. He loved 
children and said that it was to such as these that the kingdom of heaven 
belongs. Now, consider for a moment the power of his blessing. At a 
word he could quell a storm. At a word he could raise a person from 
the dead or heal his paralysis. At a word he could drive out demons. 
How wonderful must have been the word of his blessing! Consider the 
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mother who with faith brought her child before him and consider the 
child who with trust and openness received that blessing (Matthew 
19:13-15). The child would have been blessed indeed. Who knows 
what it may have led to in the lives of the children our Lord blessed! 
Well, let us apply this simple scene to ourselves. The same Jesus is 
always near, especially if we have been baptized into him by water and 
the Spirit. Our Lord often said that unless we become like little 
children we shall never enter the kingdom of heaven. He invites us to 
approach him like little children. We, then, in a spirit of faith, ought 
often and even daily approach our Lord in prayer in the spirit of the 
children of our Gospel passage, and ask for his blessing. We ought ask 
him to bless our days, our undertakings, our daily duties. Every time 
we eat, we have the opportunity in our “grace before meals” to ask 
Jesus to bless us and his gifts which, due to his goodness, we are about 
to receive. The same thing applies to all we do and receive. 

Apart from endeavouring to approach Jesus in the spirit of a 
little child, we ought do all we can to introduce children to Jesus. What 
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a wonderful thing if, due to our example, or our word, or due to some 
other action we take, a child is introduced to the unseen living Jesus. 
There are so many ways the Christian can assist children to come to 
know Jesus. In every town there is a school, a public school. At least 
in Australia, the public school has in place the opportunity for 
authorized volunteers to teach the Christian faith on behalf of the 
churches (and other religions) regularly to its pupils. That is a 
wonderful opportunity to introduce the child to Jesus, and thousands of 
volunteers do this throughout the nation. What good they do! They are 
like the parents who brought their children to Jesus for him to lay his 
hands on them and give them his blessing. That is what the volunteer 
religion teacher in the public school is doing. He or she is inviting the 
child to come to know Jesus and to step forward in prayer to meet him 
and obtain his blessing, indeed to become his disciple. What a beautiful 
thing it is if, due to these efforts, a child in fact does just this. There 
have been children who have come to know Jesus profoundly and have 
set out on the path of a profound friendship with him. All too often this 
opportunity is missed, and the child learns, rather, the path of sin. So 
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what is it to be for the average child? Is it to be Jesus, or is it to be sin? 
Every adult ought ask himself or herself that question, and ask what he 
or she is going to do about it. One of the great gains in recent years has 
been the new sense of the importance and rights of the child — even 
though there is the profound anomaly of a disregard of the rights of the 
unborn child. Well, when we think of the rights of the child, the first 
and greatest right we ought think of is the right of the child to come to 
know God, God in the person of Christ his Son. What can we do to 
help the child to come to know Jesus and to receive his blessings? 

As we think of our Gospel passage today in which children are 
brought to Jesus for his blessing, let us resolve to be like those children 
ourselves in our desire for the blessing of Jesus. Let us approach him 
with a childlike dependence on him, asking for his favours. Let us also 
have profound reverence for each child and do all we can to assist every 
child to come to know and love the risen Jesus, and to desire his 
blessing. How Christ must have loved, and still love, each child! 
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Twentieth Sunday of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 84 (83): 10 11 Turn your eyes, O God, our 
shield; and look on the face of your anointed one; one day within your 
courts is better than a thousand elsewhere. 

Collect O God, who have prepared for those who love you good 
things which no eye can see, fill our hearts, we pray, with the warmth of 
your love, so that, loving you in all things and above all things, we may 
attain your promises, which surpass every human desire. Through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity 
of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Isaiah 56:1.6-7; Psalm 66; 

Romans 11:13-15.29-32; Matthew 15:21-28 

Leaving that place, Jesus withdrew to the region of Tyre and Sidon. A 
Canaanite woman from that vicinity came to him, crying out, Lord, Son 
of David, have mercy on me! My daughter is suffering terribly from 
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demon-possession. Jesus did not answer a word. So his disciples came 
to him and urged him, Send her away, for she keeps crying out after us. 
He answered, I was sent only to the lost sheep of Israel. The woman 
came and knelt before him. Lord, help me! she said. He replied, It is 
not right to take the children’s bread and toss it to their dogs. Yes, 
Lord, she said, but even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their 
masters ’ table. Then Jesus answered, Woman, you have great faith! 
Your request is granted. And her daughter was healed from that very 
hour. (Matthew 15:21-28) 

The Language of Faith There is a detail of our Gospel scene today 
on which I would like especially to comment. Our Lord has withdrawn 
to the pagan region of Tyre and Sidon. A woman from the area, hearing 
that the miracle worker from Galilee has arrived, comes seeking him. 
She is desperate and will not desist till she has obtained what she wants, 
which is the cure of her daughter. She loudly makes herself heard and 
ignores the irritated looks of our Lord’s disciples. Our Lord did not 
answer her a word. Let us notice, incidentally, that it was in response 
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not to the woman, but to complaint of his disciples, that our Lord 
observed that his mission was only to the lost sheep of Israel. Despite 
their request, he did not summarily send her away. He was, despite his 
disciples, allowing the pagan woman to keep asking, which she did. He 
was bringing her by the test of his silence to the point of a greater faith 
in him. So she came to him full of respect, addressing him by two 
Scriptural titles — Lord, and Son of David — and asking his help. We 
know the result. Due to her great faith, her request was granted. But let 
us for today pass over the obvious lesson of the Gospel scene, which is 
the critical importance of faith in Jesus, and consider a different detail 
in the event portrayed. I refer to the detail of the woman’s words, her 
terms, her language in speaking to Jesus. The woman came to Jesus as 
a pagan. She would have known little of revealed doctrine as contained 
in the Scriptures. She heard of the renown of Jesus, and she comes to 
him using hallowed expressions, the language we might say, of the 
Scriptures. She addressed him as Lord, Son of David, and asks for pity 
and mercy (Matthew 15: 21-28). She came to him with, perhaps, her 
own language — presumably the Greek of that region — but makes 
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attempts at using the terms and language of revealed faith in dealing 
with Jesus. He is Lord, Son of David. I like to think of this scene as 
reminding us of the importance of the language and terms of our 
Catholic faith, the language of the Church our mother, the language of 
the Church’s teaching, the language which we as children of the Church 
learn in all matters of the Faith. Now, we ought treasure this language 
of faith and allow it to nourish our life in Christ. 

There in our Gospel scene are the Twelve, the Church in 
embryo, and Jesus is there in their midst. So it is in every generation. 
The Church our mother has Jesus in her midst, and her mission is to 
bring all into personal contact with him. He is her treasure and her 
mission. The Church is the pillar and the bulwark of the truth about 
Christ and she guards the memory and actuality of Christ’s person, and 
his words and his teaching. From generation to generation she hands on 
the confession of Peter and the Apostles about him. She does so with 
her own language. As mother of Christ’s Faithful she teaches her 
children to speak and to understand her language of faith in Jesus , that 
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language which gradually develops with her ever deepening 
understanding of what Christ has entrusted to her. For instance, the 
Church teaches us that the living Jesus is a divine person with two 
distinct natures, and that the Mass is Christ’s one Sacrifice at Calvary 
made present. We ought try to understand these treasured terms and 
allow them to nourish our union with him. We learn the language of 
faith from the Church our mother and we ought treasure that language 
for it brings us the knowledge and love of our Redeemer. It is the 
language she uses about Christ and his revelation, about God the Father, 
Son and Holy Spirit, about man and his destiny. It is a language that 
has evolved for two millennia and which has become hallowed through 
its having expressed the revelation that God has made to her in Christ. 
It is the language of her Catechism, especially in our day the great 
Catechism of the Catholic Church. It is the language she uses in her 
liturgy, the language of papal teaching, the terms and expressions that 
she has sanctioned in resisting error and in bringing her children to 
holiness in Christ. It is the language of the Church’s dogmas and 
formulas which enable us to believe with objective accuracy in the 
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realities they express. By this language we are able to express the faith 
and hand it on to others, to celebrate it in the Church’s life and to 
assimilate it and to live it more and more. 

Let us think of that pagan woman coming to Jesus with the 
expressions of Scripture on her lips and winning from him his 
commendation for her faith. Let us love what the Church teaches us 
about our divine Lord and Redeemer and his saving plan for us, 
treasuring her terms and doctrines and expressions so that they may 
bring us to a living and profound union with Jesus. It is with a sure 
knowledge of her language that we then in our turn will be more 
equipped to pass on in the very different language of modem secular 
man the revealed doctrine it expresses. 

Further reading : The Catechism of the Catholic Church, no. 170-171 
(The language of faith) 
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Monday of the Twentieth Week of Ordinary Time 


Entrance Antiphon Ps 84 (83): 10-11 Turn your eyes, O God, our 
shield; and look on the face of your anointed one; one day within your 
courts is better than a thousand elsewhere. 

Collect O God, who have prepared for those who love you good 
things which no eye can see, fill our hearts, we pray, with the warmth of 
your love, so that, loving you in all things and above all things, we may 
attain your promises, which surpass every human desire. Through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity 
of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Judges 2:11-19; Psalm 105; Matthew 19:16-22 

Now a man came up to Jesus and asked, Teacher, what good thing must 
1 do to get eternal life? Why do you ask me about what is good? Jesus 
replied. There is only One who is good. If you want to enter life, obey 
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the commandments. Which ones? the man enquired. Jesus replied, ‘Do 
not murder, do not commit adultery, do not steal, do not give false 
testimony, honour your father and mother, ’ and ‘love your neighbour as 
yourself. ’ All these I have kept, the young man said. What do I still 
lack? Jesus answered, If you want to be perfect, go, sell your 
possessions and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. 
Then come, follow me. When the young man heard this, he went away 
sad, because he had great wealth. (Matthew 19:16-22) 

After This Life One of the results of a broad study of history is that 
a person who engages in it is less likely to be confined in his thinking to 
the opinions and assumptions of his own time. A point of view very 
characteristic of our own time is that which is generally called 
Naturalism. What is real is that which is subject to sense experience or 
verification, in other words “Nature”. There is nothing beyond what we 
normally call nature — hence there is nothing of the supernatural, no 
reality beyond this world. A study of history shows how much of an 
anomaly this view is in human thought, because mankind has 
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overwhelmingly accepted the reality of the unseen world. A corollary 
of this is the acceptance by most of mankind, but with less unanimity, 
of the reality of the Afterlife. But revealed religion, and in particular 
Jesus Christ, has not only confirmed the fact of the supernatural and 
told us of God to an extent far beyond what man could have arrived at, 
but has also revealed the Afterlife. The essentials of what happens 
beyond death is now known to us with a vividness otherwise 
unattainable, thanks to God’s revelation, and in particular the revelation 
of his Son Jesus Christ. There is open to us, after this life, an abundant 
eternal life, a life forever of happiness in the direct presence of God our 
infinite and loving Father. There is also revealed to us an awesome 
fact. There is only one alternative to this joyous prospect. It is the 
prospect of Hell. So the all-important question for every man and 
woman on the face of the earth is this: What must I do to gain eternal 
life? It is terrible beyond imagining that a person may miss out on an 
Afterlife with God, and instead forever live in the utter misery of 
separation from him. For beyond this life there is the dramatic contrast. 
On the one hand, one may forever possess God, the infinite Good. On 
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the other, there is the unending misery of living with nothing except self 
and sin. So, what must I do to inherit eternal life? 

Many persons take no account whatever that this life, so short, 
places one at the threshold of a wondrous and awesome eternity. They 
live for this life only and simply do not look ahead to when it is over. If 
they do, they think there is nothing beyond it worth striving for. This 
was not the case with the rich young man of our Gospel passage today 
(Matthew 19:16-22). His all-important question was — and he was so 
concerned that he came to our Lord to put the question to him — what 
must I do to inherit eternal life? He wanted to know what more he 
needed to do that he had not yet done. Our Lord gave him the answer 
that he already knew — he had to keep the Ten Commandments and 
these he had kept from his youth. He was an exceptional young man 
and was on the way to heaven. Behind the question of the rich man 
there was, it seems, the desire to do even more in his obedience to God, 
and so our Lord directly addresses this desire. “If you wish to be 
perfect, go, sell your possessions and give to the poor, and you will 
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have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me.” So there is a path to a 
high place in heaven, a path to perfection in the loving service of God, 
and that path is the following of Jesus. One does not get the impression 
that the difficulty for the young man was the thought of following 
Jesus. What made his face fall was the thought of abandoning his 
possessions, giving the proceeds to the poor, and living not in material 
destitution but in relative poverty. In his spirit he clung to his many 
material possessions. This attachment to his riches led to his shock at 
Christ’s answer, his recoil at the thought of going further, and his 
turning away. We have no reason to think he lost his soul (for only God 
knows that) but he turned away from the path of perfection as outlined 
by Jesus, that perfection that is found in living in the company of Jesus 
and in following his way. He was a person of very great promise and 
our Lord saw that in him. But it came to little because of his attachment 
to the things of this world. The grace was offered, but not accepted. 

It has been revealed to us that following death there is an 


Afterlife, and that Afterlife consists in either heaven or hell. If we want 
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to get to heaven, we must keep God’s commandments. However, we 
may aspire to much more. We may aspire to the perfection of the love 
and service of God. That is attained by the following of Jesus. There is 
one thing that can prevent this, and it is our attachment to all that is not 
Jesus and his way. Let us pray to be able to grow in a true detachment 
from the things of this world so as to be totally attached to the will of 
God. 
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Tuesday of the Twentieth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 84 (83): 10-11 Turn your eyes, O God, our 
shield; and look on the face of your anointed one; one day within your 
courts is better than a thousand elsewhere. 

Collect O God, who have prepared for those who love you good 
things which no eye can see, fill our hearts, we pray, with the warmth of 
your love, so that, loving you in all things and above all things, we may 
attain your promises, which surpass every human desire. Through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity 
of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Judges 6:11-24; Psalm 84; Matthew 19:23-30 

Then Jesus said to his disciples, I tell you the truth, it is hard for a rich 
man to enter the kingdom of heaven. Again I tell you, it is easier for a 
camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the 
kingdom of God. When the disciples heard this, they were greatly 
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astonished and asked, Who then can be saved? Jesus looked at them 
and said, With man this is impossible, but with God all things are 
possible. Peter answered him, We have left everything to follow you! 
What then will there be for us? Jesus said to them, 1 tell you the truth, at 
the renewal of all things, when the Son of Man sits on his glorious 
throne, you who have followed me will also sit on twelve thrones, 
judging the twelve tribes of Israel. And everyone who has left houses or 
brothers or sisters or father or mother or children or fields for my sake 
will receive a hundred times as much and will inherit eternal life. But 
many who are first will be last, and many who are last will be first. 
(Matthew 19:23-30) 

Attachments There have been ideologies in the last few centuries, 
especially in the last two, which have denied the right to private 
property. The most obvious has been that of Karl Marx. The Church 
has defended the right to private property and has taught that its denial 
will lead to serious harm in society. At the same time the Church has 
condemned the unrestricted acquisition of private property, teaching 
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that this right is qualified by the right of others to a due share of the 
goods of the earth. I suppose one factor in the rise of philosophies that 
only allow a common or state ownership of material goods and reject a 
private ownership, is the sight of private ownership running amok and 
trampling on the rights of the poor. Be all that as it may, it is to be 
observed that this matter of ownership of goods has a profound bearing 
not only on this life but on the next. In particular, our Lord tells us in 
today’s Gospel that the man whose heart is set on being rich in this 
world’s goods will find it hard to enter the kingdom of heaven. Our 
Lord does not say that this world’s goods are evil, nor does he say that 
the possession of them is evil. After all, we may presume that the holy 
family of Nazareth — Joseph and Mary and Jesus — owned their 
dwelling and various other things. Presumably when Joseph died, the 
ownership of the home and other possessions passed to our Lord 
himself. He is saying that the one who makes himself “a rich man” will 
find it hard to enter the kingdom of heaven. This is because he will 
tend to become very attached to the things of this world, to the many 
temporal things he owns and more besides. Without his even realizing 
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it, the preference of his heart will tend to be for them rather than for 
God. He will tend to find his delight and his security in them rather 
than in the God from whom they come. The further snare is that he will 
in all likelihood be unaware of his attachment to them until the moment 
of decision suddenly comes when he must make a choice. His heart 
may have become attached primarily to what he owns and it may be 
very hard indeed for him to choose Christ. This is what happened to the 
rich young man. For all, the crunch time in this respect will be the hour 
of death. 

Christ asks us to be detached from the goods of this world. We 
must seek them, and to an extent we must own them, and to an extent 
we must use them. We must, though, beware of becoming too attached 
to them because if we do we shall find it hard to enter the kingdom of 
heaven. That kingdom consists essentially in union with Jesus and in 
life in him. Our attachment must be for him. All else that we have and 
use or are attached to must be within the context and framework of our 


attachment to him. A father of a family works hard at his career and 
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advances himself in it, seeking a higher salary and further possessions. 
But this quest must be for love of Christ and his kingdom and his will. 
It is Christ’s interests and will which should be motivating him and 
guiding his decisions more and more. It is for love of Christ that he 
should be doing better at his profession or trade or business, so as to 
improve the prospects of his family and children, or to educate them 
better in life in the Christian faith, or to serve the public better in his 
work, or whatever. Basically it is to be all for Christ. So the disciple of 
Christ must work at detachment from the goods of this world — which 
are not just material goods but other goods besides — and become 
progressively attached to Christ and his mission for mankind. In our 
Gospel passage today our Lord tells his disciples who have left 
everything for him that they will be blessed indeed. “ Everyone who has 
left houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother or children or 
fields for my sake will receive a hundred times as much and will inherit 
eternal life ” (Matthew 19:23-30). The disciples did this in a way 
appropriate to their vocation. Each Christian must do it in a way 
appropriate to his vocation. The crucial thing is the spirit of detachment 
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from all things so as to be totally attached in spirit to Christ. Now the 
question is, how is this to be done? It is done through the power of 
grace and repeated personal choice. As our Lord says, with God all 
things are possible. Let us ask then for his grace to attain this 
all-important attachment of our hearts to him. 

Let us not reach the end of our lives with our hearts profoundly 
interwoven with the things of this world because if that is the only 
treasure our hearts have come to possess, then we shall leave this life 
with absolutely nothing except a love for self that has been fed by this 
love of the goods of this world. We must aim to come to the end of life 
with our hearts attached entirely to God and Christ, and attached to the 
things of this world only in him. We love and use and possess the 
things of this world only to the extent that it is God’s will and only for 
love of him. 
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Wednesday of the Twentieth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 84 (83): 10-11 Turn your eyes, O God, our 
shield; and look on the face of your anointed one; one day within your 
courts is better than a thousand elsewhere. 

Collect O God, who have prepared for those who love you good 
things which no eye can see, fill our hearts, we pray, with the warmth of 
your love, so that, loving you in all things and above all things, we may 
attain your promises, which surpass every human desire. Through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity 
of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Judges 9:6-15; Psalm 20; Matthew 20:1-16 

For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in 
the morning to hire men to work in his vineyard. Fie agreed to pay 
them a denarius for the day and sent them into his vineyard. About the 
third hour he went out and saw others standing in the market-place 
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doing nothing. He told them, ‘You also go and work in my vineyard, 
and I will pay you whatever is right. ’ So they went. He went out again 
about the sixth hour and the ninth hour and did the same thing. About 
the eleventh hour he went out and found still others standing around. 
He asked them, ‘Why have you been standing here all day long doing 
nothing? ’ ‘Because no-one has hired us, ’ they answered. He said to 
them, ‘You also go and work in my vineyard. ’ When evening came, the 
owner of the vineyard said to his foreman, ‘Call the workers and pay 
them their wages, beginning with the last ones hired and going on to the 
first. ’ The workers who were hired about the eleventh hour came and 
each received a denarius. So when those came who were hired first, 
they expected to receive more. But each one of them also received a 
denarius. When they received it, they began to grumble against the 
landowner. 'These men who were hired last worked only one hour, ’ 
they said, ‘and you have made them equal to us who have borne the 
burden of the work and the heat of the day. ’ But he answered one of 
them, ‘Friend, I am not being unfair to you. Didn’t you agree to work 
for a denarius? Take your pay and go. I want to give the man who was 
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hired last the same as I gave you. Don’t I have the right to do what I 
want with my own money? Or are you envious because I am generous? ’ 
So the last will be first, and the first will be last. (Matthew 20:1-16) 

Work A principal issue in Western societies ever since the Industrial 
Revolution has been remuneration for and conditions of work. Is the 
pay received for work and the conditions in which it is done, just? 
During the Industrial Revolution great numbers of poor were exploited 
for their work. They had little power individually before the might of 
the employer, and so society saw the rise of trade unions and the 
development of the Church’s social teaching in respect to the worker. 
In her social teaching, the Church gradually unfolded the centrality of 
work in man’s life and development. However, one aspect of the fight 
for the rights of the ordinary worker was the loss in many cases of the 
realization that one’s daily work is not simply a means of gaining a 
salary, but has a central importance in attaining life’s true meaning. 
That is to say, work is not just a chore, undergone to get money. In a 


certain sense we live in order to do our work in life. Our work is the 
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precious means whereby we serve God and others in daily life. It is our 
means of living a life of justice and charity, and therefore of growing in 
a life of religion. If we neglect our work, or if we neglect to work, then 
our lives will be wasted. Even for those who cannot work in the usual 
sense of the term because of sickness of forced unemployment, they too 
have a work in life in that they are called to serve others. The sick 
person can make “a work” of his sickness, by living through his 
condition in union with the crucified Christ for the salvation of the 
world. All are called to use the gift of life to work and in this way we 
are able to be like God our Father, whom our Lord said is always 
working. On one occasion when our Lord was accused of breaking the 
Sabbath by curing someone, he replied that, My Father is working, so I 
work. By means of our work we are able to live as God’s children, and 
grow in our love and service of him. Let this thought be in our minds 
as we turn to our Gospel parable today in which our Lord describes the 
owner of the vineyard who invited all he met not to stand idle but to 
come and work in his vineyard. All who worked in the master’s 
vineyard would receive a wage at the end of the day. 
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So our work is critically important for our sense of meaning in 
life. Work ought not be regarded as just an unfortunate necessity in 
order to gain life’s real goal, money and leisure. But now, there is 
another aspect of work which has to be understood. In the nature of the 
case, much of our work is humdrum, tedious and very ordinary. Great 
numbers of people spend their lives doing work that is menial and of 
little apparent value in the sense that it wins little notice or praise from 
others. By human standards, their work does not matter much. They are 
like the donkey that goes round and round pulling the lead that in turn 
keeps the village water running. All the donkey does is walk round and 
round the moving stone which pulls the rope that keeps the water 
flowing. But what does our Lord’s parable remind us of? (Matthew 
20:1-16) It reminds us that God sees what is important and he will 
reward accordingly. The ones the landowner found late in the day he 
invited to go to his vineyard and work — he would give them a wage. 
At the end of the day he upset the others who had worked all day 
because he gave the latecomers an equal wage. Our Lord is not 
meaning to teach injustice in wage rights. Rather, he is teaching that 
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the ultimate value of our work in God’s sight is not to be determined by 
human standards and values. The ordinary worker who does nothing 
other than roll large drums day after day from one position to another, if 
done for God and for love of him and neighbour, will be rewarded 
greatly by God. He has sanctified his work, offered up the sacrifices 
and tedium of his days to God, and has been an instrument in the 
sanctification of society. He will be rewarded for his good work and 
perhaps more abundantly than a person who does “more important” 
work in the eyes of the world. The one who does what the world deems 
more important work may not be serving the master of the vineyard at 
all, but himself. He may not be sanctifying his work. The parable of 
the workers invited to the vineyard reminds us that in all our work we 
must strive to serve God truly and well. 

Let us every day place great store on our daily work. We are 
called by God to work, to “work at” doing our work in a way that 
pleases God - doing it well and doing it for God. By means of our 
work we serve God and our neighbour with growing love, so we ought 
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aim to do it well in all its parts. Whatever kind of work life brings us 
and sets before us, we ought aim to make it something holy and able to 
be offered daily to God. Let us sanctify our work, and through it be 
sanctified ourselves and contribute to the sanctification of others. 

-- 
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Thursday of the Twentieth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 84 (83): 10-11 Turn your eyes, O God, our 
shield; and look on the face of your anointed one; one day within your 
courts is better than a thousand elsewhere. 

Collect O God, who have prepared for those who love you good 
things which no eye can see, fill our hearts, we pray, with the warmth of 
your love, so that, loving you in all things and above all things, we may 
attain your promises, which surpass every human desire. Through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity 
of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Judges 11:29-39; Psalm 39; Matthew 22:1-14 

Jesus spoke to them again in parables, saying: The kingdom of heaven 
is like a king who prepared a wedding banquet for his son. He sent his 
servants to those who had been invited to the banquet to tell them to 
come, but they refused to come. Then he sent some more servants and 
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said, ‘Tell those who have been invited that I have prepared my dinner: 
My oxen and fattened cattle have been slaughtered, and everything is 
ready. Come to the wedding banquet. ’ But they paid no attention and 
went off — one to his field, another to his business. The rest seized his 
serx’ants, ill-treated them and killed them. The king was enraged. He 
sent his army and destroyed those murderers and burned their city. 
Then he said to his servants, ‘The wedding banquet is ready, but those I 
invited did not deserve to come. Go to the street corners and invite to 
the banquet anyone you find. ’ So the servants went out into the streets 
and gathered all the people they could find, both good and bad, and the 
wedding hall was filled with guests. But when the king came in to see 
the guests, he noticed a man there who was not wearing wedding 
clothes. 'Friend, ’ he asked, ‘how did you get in here without wedding 
clothes?’ The man was speechless. Then the king told the attendants, 
‘Tie him hand and foot, and throw him outside, into the darkness, where 
there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. ’ For many are invited, but 
few are chosen. (Matthew 22:1-14) 
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The Judgment There is no doubt that one of the many distinguishing 
elements in the teaching of Jesus Christ is his revelation of the divine 
judgment on each person. Of course, throughout the Old Testament — 
the Hebrew Scriptures — the idea of the divine judgment on 
wrongdoing is all-pervasive. The prophets continually inveighed 
against the neglect, the immorality and the disobedience of the chosen 
people, and on God’s behalf they threatened retribution - especially in 
this life. The people would be invaded by foreign powers. They would 
be ruined by drought and plague. If they turned back to the Lord, things 
would improve. That is to say, generally the prophets spoke of the 
judgment as manifesting itself in this life. Rewards were often 
conceived as being granted primarily in this life. In the teaching of 
Christ the judgment of God is especially manifest in the Afterlife. But 
my point here is that what is notable in the teaching of our Lord is the 
extent to which he refers to the judgment of God. In our Gospel 
passage today the kingdom of heaven is again described and this time it 
is in terms of a wedding banquet. The bridegroom is the king’s son, the 
king of course being the heavenly Father and the son being Jesus his 
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only-begotten divine Son. The wedding is that between his Son and his 
bride the Church, all those chosen by God to be in him. We remember 
how John the Baptist referred to Christ as the bridegroom and to 
himself as merely the friend of the bridegroom, and how our Lord too 
spoke of himself to the disciples of John as the bridegroom. The 
wedding in the parable is the great union with Jesus to which we are all 
called — that is to say, the kingdom of heaven is the lordship of God 
which is found in Jesus and in union with him by faith and baptism. 
The goal of human history and of every man and woman is this union 
with Jesus. This is the wedding feast for which the king sent out 
invitations to all. God has revealed that all mankind is called to a most 
bright prospect and the door to it is acceptance of and love for his own 
divine Son made man, Jesus Christ. 

That is what God intends for man. That is what he has 
predestined him for. But for this final bliss he must be judged worthy. 
Our parable today opens with the wedding feast being all ready. The 
Son is there awaiting the arrival of all who had been invited. But they 
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were not interested in the Son. We are told that “they refused to come. 
Then he sent some more servants and said, ‘Tell those who have been 
invited that / have prepared my dinner: My oxen and fattened cattle 
have been slaughtered, and everything is ready. Come to the wedding 
banquet. ’ But they paid no attention and went off — one to his field, 
another to his business. The rest seized his servants, ill-treated them 
and killed them ” (Matthew 22:1-14). So it is not enough to be called, to 
have been predestined by God for this happiness. One must respond 
and come to Christ. The ones invited refused and what was the result? 
We read that “The king was enraged. He sent his army and destroyed 
those murderers and burned their city." (Apart from the general point 
about the judgment of God, our Lord may have also been referring to 
the future sack of the holy city.) But then the invitation went out to all. 
“Then he said to his servants, ‘The wedding banquet is ready, but those 
I invited did not deserve to come. Go to the street corners and invite to 
the banquet anyone you find. ’ So the servants went out into the streets 
and gathered all the people they could find, both good and bad, and the 
wedding hall was filled with guests .” Presumably our Lord is referring 
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to his commission to his disciples to go to the whole world and make 
disciples of all the nations. But belief must be genuine and shown in 
one’s way of life. As our Lord said on another occasion, it is not 
enough to say to me Lord, Lord. One must also do the will of my 
Father in heaven. One of the guests who had arrived was not wearing 
the wedding garment. He surely represents all who fail to do this. God 
will judge each person on his chosen deeds. 

We must bear in mind the final things that each of us will face. 
Life is short and eternity is long. Our judgment will hinge on our 
explicit or implicit response to the Good News of Christ, and on how 
we have lived this out in everyday life. We must come to the wedding 
of the King’s Son, but clothed with the wedding garment too. Where is 
Christ so that we may be with him? He is found in his body the Church 
and it is faith and baptism that brings us into the Church. But once 
there we must live accordingly. If you love me , our Lord said, you will 
keep my commandments . In this way we shall be found wearing the 
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wedding garment. Let us live every day with these fundamental issues 
in mind. 
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Friday of the Twentieth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 84 (83): 10-11 Turn your eyes, O God, our 
shield; and look on the face of your anointed one; one day within your 
courts is better than a thousand elsewhere. 

Collect O God, who have prepared for those who love you good 
things which no eye can see, fill our hearts, we pray, with the warmth of 
your love, so that, loving you in all things and above all things, we may 
attain your promises, which surpass every human desire. Through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity 
of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 
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Scripture today : Ruth 1:1.3-6.14-16.22; Psalm 145; 

Matthew 22:34-40 

Hearing that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees, the Pharisees got 
together. One of them, an expert in the law, tested him with this 
question: Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law? 
Jesus replied: 'Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all 
your soul and with all your mind. ’ This is the first and greatest 
commandment. And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbour as 
yourself. ’ All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two 
commandments. (Matthew 22:34-40) 

Love for God When a person discovers Christ, or having discovered 
Christ asks what Christ expects of him, he will sooner or later reali z e 
that very much part of the Christian vocation is to contribute towards 
changing the world. There is an immense task ahead for all those who 
are in Christ. The kingdom of God in which Christ is accepted as Lord 
must be extended. The world is to be shaped and ordered according to 
the mind of Christ and the will of God, and the Christian’s calling is to 
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be a leaven in this process. Now, in realizing that his task is to fulfil 
this great objective work which is evangelization in its multiform 
aspects, the Christian can find himself forgetting that this task begins 
with one’s own very self. After all, there are enormous limits on what 
one can do for God in the world. There are the limits imposed by one’s 
own circumscribed capacities. One person may be a very good speaker, 
but another has no gift for this at all. There are the limits imposed by 
the course of events in which certain opportunities come to some, but 
not to others. But whatever be the limits of what one can do for God in 
the world of one’s everyday life, every person has immediately before 
him the prospect of sanctifying his very own life and self — that is, his 
very own heart. This is an enormous challenge in itself and it is one’s 
immediate responsibility. The first responsibility that each person has 
is to sanctify himself — which of course is done by loving God and 
one’s neighbour. For this reason our Gospel passage today is so very 
important, and is a wonderful passage to consider. Our Lord is asked, 
which is God’s greatest and most important commandment, the 
commandment which more than anything else he wants us to fulfil? Our 
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Lord’s answer is immediate: we are to strive to love God with all our 
being, and our neighbour as ourself. So whatever be our circumstances 
in life, with all the limitations they impose on us for doing good, the 
first thing is that we strive to love God perfectly in all we actually do. 
Both the washerwoman and the ruler must aim for the perfection of 
love, whatever be the scope of their circumstances, activities and 
personal capacities. 

That is to say, we are called to engage in a daily and unremitting 
struggle for personal sanctity. As our Lord tells us, ‘“Love the Lord 
your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your 
mind. ’ This is the first and greatest commandment. And the second is 
like it: ‘Love your neighbour as yourself. ’ All the Law and the Prophets 
hang on these two commandments'’' (Matthew 22:34-40). I remember 
years ago I was attending a clergy conference and it was announced that 
a medical team was in the vicinity and wished to conduct medical tests 
on the clergy, testing their health risk status. I remember being told by 
a member of the team that the two groupings in society that were found 
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to be of highest health risk were clergy and doctors. It was thought that 
in their service to others they constantly neglected their own health. 
That related to physical health. But the same thing can happen in the 
spiritual life of the Christian. He can neglect his own spiritual life when 
busying himself in the service of others. St Paul wrote that he had to be 
careful lest he save others and yet be a castaway himself. So what must 
we do to nourish our own spiritual life? Obviously, we must positively 
cultivate the love of God in our hearts. A married couple must work on 
their marriage, which is to say that they must not take their relationship 
for granted for it can gradually deteriorate through all kinds of little 
failures against one another. There needs to be a daily vigilance against 
threats to the relationship and a daily effort to improve the love between 
them. So, too, in our relationship with the unseen living Jesus in whom 
we live by faith and baptism. We must of set purpose put aside daily 
time for prayer. We must as a point of policy engage in regular reading 
that will nourish our relationship with the Jesus of the Scriptures and 
the Church. We must make the effort to purify our intention, doing all 
we do for love of him and in his presence. We must partake of the 
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Sacraments because he comes to us especially in them. We must 
deepen our bond with the Church his body, being guided by the 
Church’s teaching. In a word, we must not take the love of God for 
granted. It has to be worked on daily in the way the Church advises. 

Christ tells us that God’s will comes down to this, that we strive 
to love him with all our heart, and our neighbour as ourself. So we 
must work every day at the full growth of love in our hearts, that love 
Christ embodies and exemplifies, that love implanted in us with the gift 
of the Holy Spirit at our baptism and which is nourished in the 
Sacraments, that love which is the essence of Christian sanctity, that 
love we are called to show to all others and to draw the world to. 
Whatever be our particular calling in life, that is the one thing above all 
that we are all called to do. 
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Saturday of the Twentieth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 84 (83): 10-11 Turn your eyes, O God, our 
shield; and look on the face of your anointed one; one day within your 
courts is better than a thousand elsewhere. 

Collect O God, who have prepared for those who love you good 
things which no eye can see, fill our hearts, we pray, with the warmth of 
your love, so that, loving you in all things and above all things, we may 
attain your promises, which surpass every human desire. Through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity 
of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Ruth 2:1-3.8-11; 4:13-17; Psalm 127; 

Matthew 23:1-12 

Then Jesus said to the crowds and to his disciples: The teachers of the 
law and the Pharisees sit in Moses ’ seat. So you must obey them and 
do everything they tell you. But do not do what they do, for they do not 
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practise what they preach. They tie up heavy loads and put them on 
men’s shoulders, but they themselves are not willing to lift a finger to 
move them. Everything they do is done for men to see: They make their 
phylacteries wide and the tassels on their garments long; they love the 
place of honour at banquets and the most important seats in the 
synagogues; they love to be greeted in the market-places and to have 
men call them ‘Rabbi But you are not to be called ‘Rabbi ’, for you 
have only one Master and you are cdl brothers. And do not call anyone 
on earth your father, for you have one Father, and he is in heaven. Nor 
are you to be called ‘teacher ’, for you have one Teacher, the Christ. 
The greatest among you will be your servant. For whoever exalts 
himself will be humbled, and whoever humbles himself will be exalted. 
(Matthew 23:1-12) 

Humility One of the most striking things in the history of man is the 
presence and influence of religion. Consider the work of the average 
archaeologist as he examines or digs among his mins. He is continually 
discovering materials that reveal the religion of the civilization he is 
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examining. Take various indigenous societies. Their archaeological 
remains too reveal their religion, let alone their current myths and 
rituals. This is the case with East and West, developed societies and 
undeveloped ones. The obvious exception is the West of the last few 
centuries with the onset of secularism. It is the same with so much of 
the findings of anthropology. Man yearns for the unseen Absolute, or 
the powers above. He depends on the higher powers and he wishes to 
be pleasing to them. At the same time the practice of so much of 
religion is deeply flawed. There is pride, cruelty, the desire to 
dominate, self-indulgence — in short, there is a lot of sin in the practice 
of much of religion. The gods of many religions are often very sinful, 
too, because so many of them are plainly a projection by the 
imagination of sinful man. With revealed religion, we have the all-holy 
God indicating to man how he, God, is to be worshipped, and how man 
is to live in his presence. In his public ministry, time and again our 
Lord shows his profound respect and veneration for the religion 
revealed by his heavenly Father, together with its hallowed institutions. 
At the same time he shows how sin is present in much of its practice. 
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And so we read in today’s Gospel (Matthew 23:1-12), our Lord said to 
his disciples, “The teachers of the law and the Pharisees sit in Moses ’ 
seat. So you must obey them and do everything they tell you. But do 
not do what they do, for they do not practise what they preach. They tie 
up heavy loads and put them on men’s shoulders, but they themselves 
are not willing to lift a finger to move them. Everything they do is done 
for men to see: They make their phylacteries wide and the tassels on 
their garments long; they love the place of honour at banquets and the 
most important seats in the synagogues; they love to be greeted in the 
market-places and to have men call them ‘Rabbi' 

The purpose of religion is to exalt God. It is to honour and 
glorify him. But the temptation is, as in every human activity, to exalt 
oneself. The tendency of fallen man, even in his religion, is to honour 
and glorify himself. Our Lord pointed to many of the teachers of the 
law and the Pharisees as exemplifying this. Many of them were, in 
their practice of religion, proud, vain, hard and uncharitable. So our 
Lord says to his disciples that they were to be on guard against being 
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like them. The greatest among his disciples must be servant to all and 
must prefer the lower place. Their desire must not be to exalt 
themselves, rather it must be to humble themselves. The truly religious 
person is humble, and prefers the lower place. Now, this virtue of the 
heart must be worked at for it will not come naturally. The Christian 
must keep his eyes on Christ and observe his virtues. Our Lord said on 
one occasion that all who laboured and were overburdened should come 
to him and learn of him for he is meek and humble of heart. So we 
should come to Christ every day and be with him, learning his humility 
by our contemplation of the scenes of the Gospels. Jesus, who is God 
and man, is profoundly humble. He chose the lowly path and willingly 
accepted opprobrium poured on him by the leaders and those of 
influence. His very Incarnation was an act of profound humility. He 
who is God did not hesitate to set aside his divine glory to become as 
we are and he was humbler still, even to death on a cross. So there are 
two Standards. On the one hand we have the witness to vainglory and 
pride by much of humanity. On the other we have the witness to 
humility and the choice of the lower place by Jesus himself. Let us take 
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our stand with Jesus and his way. More than anything, let us pray for 
the grace to choose the lower place and to value most highly the virtue 
of humility. The challenge of life is to be humble after the manner of 
Christ. It is a life-long undertaking involving a great struggle against 
pride and vainglory. We can only do it with the grace of God and 
perseverance. 

Our Lord finishes his words in our passage today with the 
simple yet ominous saying that “ whoever exalts himself will be 
humbled, and whoever humbles himself will be exalted ” (Matthew 
23:1-12). As our Lord often told his disciples, the Son of Man had to 
suffer if he were to enter his glory. He warned them that he was soon to 
be rejected and to be put to death. Then he would rise again. Humility 
is the foundation of the Christian life. Let us then pray for this grace 
and in various little ways during life let us practice this virtue of 
choosing the lower place. In that way we shall be exalted, as was Christ 
himself. 
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Twenty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time 


Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 86 (85): 1-3 Turn your ear, O Lord, and 
answer me; save the servant who trusts in you, my God. Have mercy on 
me, O Lord, for I cry to you all the day long. 

Collect O God, who cause the minds of the faithful to unite in a single 
purpose, grant your people to love what you command and to desire 
what you promise, that, amid the uncertainties of this world, our hearts 
may be fixed on that place where true gladness is found. Through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity 
of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Isaiah 22:19-23; Psalm 138:1-3, 6, 8; 

Romans 11:33-36; Matthew 16:13-20 

When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his 
disciples, Who do people say the Son of Man is? They replied, Some say 
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John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others, Jeremiah or one of 
the prophets. But what about you? he asked. Who do you say I am? 
Simon Peter answered, You are the Christ, the Son of the living God. 
Jesus replied, Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not 
revealed to you by man, but by my Father in heaven. And I tell you that 
you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of 
Hades will not overcome it. I will give you the keys of the kingdom of 
heaven; whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and 
whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. Then he warned 
his disciples not to tell anyone that he was the Christ. (Matthew 
16:13-20) 

The Truth In our Gospel passage today, our Lord asks his 

disciples who people say he is. There are a variety of answers, some 
saying one thing, others another. Jesus is John the Baptist risen from 
the dead. He is Elijah. He is Jeremiah. He is one of the old prophets. 
If people had been asked other questions, this time about his teaching, 
once again there would have been a variety of answers. Some would 
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have said he taught this, others that he taught that. This aspect of the 
dialogue has its echo throughout the centuries. In any one era, we may 
imagine the risen Jesus asking who men say he is and what they say is 
his teaching. The answers would show a profound divergence in 
respect to him among the peoples and the religions. They are often far 
from the truth. But then, with this disarray of opinion as the backdrop 
of the conversation, Christ asks his own disciples who they say he is. In 
them he is asking his Church in embryo. Implied in his question is the 
fact that there is one objectively true answer. This objective truth 
should unite his disciples and distinguish them from the rest who are 
not in possession of the truth about him. There is one objective truth 
about the person and teaching of Jesus and he expects to hear it 
professed by his disciples. There is only one Christian Faith in terms of 
what has been objectively revealed, and it is this one Faith which God 
wants to see accepted and professed by his disciples, and through their 
witness, brought to the nations. We ought to bear this in mind 
whenever we think of this very important dialogue between our Lord 
and his disciples. In the modem age when disagreement as to the truth, 
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and in particular the truth about Christ and his teaching, is so 
widespread as evidenced in the multiplicity of Christian communions, 
we can have the attitude of shrugging our shoulders before the fact. We 
can even slip into thinking that this does not matter very much, and that 
the important thing is, not that people possess the truth, but that they be 
sincere. But our Lord’s question was not, are the people who think 
these different things about me and my teaching sincere? Rather, it is, 
do they possess the truth about me? 

It is this truth which unites his Church wherever his Church is 
found. Through the centuries, in so many languages, cultures, peoples 
and nations the Church has constantly confessed this one faith received 
from the one same Lord, transmitted by one Baptism, and grounded in 
the conviction that all people have only one God and Father, the God 
and Father of Jesus Christ his only begotten divine Son. This one faith 
which our Lord expected to hear from his disciples and which was 
professed by the lips of Simon in our Gospel passage today, is the faith 
our Lord expects to be believed and professed by all Christians. Thus it 
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is that our Lord founded one Church and not just a movement, as it 
were, from which any number of churches disagreeing with one another 
could naturally be expected to flow. It is this one Church he intended 
all his disciples to be members of, and the fact of very many churches 
and religious communions is not according to the plan of Christ. From 
this one Church the truth about his person and teaching is to received. 
In our Gospel today our Lord hears from Simon the truth about himself, 
a truth which, our Lord observes, had been revealed to him by the 
Father. For this reason, Simon was blessed. He had been granted the 
gift of faith in him that contained the truth about him. So Christ 
proceeds to lay the foundation of his Church. That visible foundation is 
to be Simon, the Rock of the Church. “ You are Peter; and on this rock 
I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it. I 
will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; whatever you bind on 
earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be 
loosed in heaven .” (Matthew 16:13-20) Just as there is one faith, one 
truth about Christ and his teaching, so there is to be one Church built on 
one rock which knows it, possesses it and proclaims it to all. Those 
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who wish to know the truth listen to Peter and to those in communion 
with him. Those who wish to enter the Kingdom of Christ go to the one 
to whom Christ gave the keys, and that one is Peter. 

Pope Benedict XVI became famous for having coined the phrase 
— now widely used — “the dictatorship of relativism.” Relativism has 
it that there is no objective truth or that it is unattainable, and this fact is 
suggested by the lack of consensus about it. There is no truth but that 
which seems true to you or me (incidentally, if this is presented as a 
truth, then there is such a thing as objective truth. The next question is, 
what is the truth?). Christ has revealed the truth to us about himself and 
his teaching, and this truth is to be found in his Church built upon the 
Rock, which is Peter and his successors. He holds the keys to the 
kingdom of heaven. Let all men know that Christ and his truth is to be 
found therein. 

Further reading : The Catechism of the Catholic Church , no.172-175 
(Only one faith through the centuries) 
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Monday of the Twenty-first Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 86 (85): 1-3 Turn your ear, O Lord, and 
answer me; save the servant who trusts in you, my God. Have mercy on 
me, O Lord, for I cry to you all the day long. 

Collect O God, who cause the minds of the faithful to unite in a single 
purpose, grant your people to love what you command and to desire 
what you promise, that, amid the uncertainties of this world, our hearts 
may be fixed on that place where true gladness is found. Through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity 
of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 1 Thessalonians 1:1-5. 8-10; Psalm 149; 

Matthew 23:13-22 

Jesus said to the crowds and to his disciples: Woe to you, teachers of 


the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You shut the kingdom of heaven 
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in men’s faces. You yourselves do not enter, nor will you let those enter 
who are trying to. Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you 
hypocrites! You travel over land and sea to win a single convert, and 
when he becomes one, you make him twice as much a son of hell as you 
are. Woe to you, blind guides! You say, ‘If anyone swears by the 
temple, it means nothing; but if anyone swears by the gold of the 
temple, he is bound by his oath. ’ You blind fools! Which is greater: the 
gold, or the temple that makes the gold sacred? You also say, ‘If 
anyone swears by the altar, it means nothing; but if anyone swears by 
the gift on it, he is bound by his oath. ’ You blind men! Which is greater: 
the gift, or the cdtar that makes the gift sacred? Therefore, he who 
swears by the cdtar swears by it and by everything on it. And he who 
swears by the temple swears by it and by the one who dwells in it. And 
he who swears by heaven swears by God’s throne and by the one who 
sits on it. (Matthew 23:13-22) 

Sin It has often been observed that modern man tends to be casual 


about the seriousness of sin. That is to say, he tends not to have much 
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sense of its evil. Elements of popular literature and drama are revealing 
in this respect. Decades ago movies would portray good and bad 
characters in perhaps too simplistic a fashion, but nevertheless there 
tended to be no confusion about what was good and what was bad, who 
were the good people and who were the bad. But this changed. The 
heroes became profoundly ambiguous in their moral life. Take James 
Bond, a great and effective fighter against public wrongdoers, but in his 
private sexual life altogether immoral. Such a character reflected, I 
think, the assumption that private morality is just that: it is a private 
matter, a matter of mere personal opinion or orientation. One never 
hears a public acknowledgment (in say, the Australian secular media or 
in business or government - nor in the West generally) of the reality 
and seriousness of sin, sin understood not just as ethical wrongdoing or 
crime but as wrongdoing considered in its deepest aspect, as an offence 
against God. The word “sin” is not mentioned. Society relegates God 
to the realm of private opinion. He is not an objective public fact to be 
taken account of civilly and objectively. The laws of the land are 
developed without reference to God except inasmuch as God might be a 



1897 


cherished belief of a portion of the population — and therefore account 
is taken of, say, “blasphemy”. All of this serves to reduce God in the 
popular imagination and culture to an image or a thought, and divorces 
him from the public and private conscience. The thought of God’s 
judgment fades away as does the thought of God’s displeasure and 
anger at sin. But consider our Gospel passage today (Matthew 
23:13-22) and how our Lord inveighs against the attitudes and actions 
of the teachers of the law and the Pharisees. He says to them, Woe to 
you! That is to say, the judgment of God is coming upon you. You shut 
up the kingdom of God from others who wish to enter. You do this by 
your blindness, your foolishness and your hypocrisy. You make of 
your convert “twice as much a son of hell as you are.’’'’ 

The point I am meaning to bring out here is not so much the 
failures of the teachers of the law and the Pharisees, but our Lord’s 
severe condemnation of deliberate and unrepented sin. It is sin, and the 
hardening of sin, which is the great evil in our Lord’s sight. He is 


severe in his condemnation of it. The teachers of the law and the 
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Pharisees were blind to their sin and to its seriousness. We ought ask 
ourselves if we also are not somewhat blind to the seriousness of sin. 
Are we concerned to avoid sin — not just public wrongdoing or the 
wrongdoing that is evident to others, but to anything which is offensive 
to God? A truly religious life, and the Christian life in particular, 
requires that we regularly examine our consciences to bring sin to light 
and to renounce it. We must become aware of our sinfulness and repent 
of our sins so as to be reconciled to God. If we do not, we shall 
continue in sin, and the judgment of God will eventually come upon us 
for our unrepented sins. The woe that Christ pronounced on the 
Pharisees he will pronounce on us. On the other hand, if anything 
delights the heart of God it is the recognition of one’s sins, and coming 
to him in a spirit of repentance to ask his pardon. On one occasion our 
Lord said that there is more joy in heaven over one repentant sinner 
than over ninety-nine who did not need to repent. We all need to 
repent, but our Lord is making the point that the sinner need have no 
fear of turning back to God, and with his grace renouncing his sins. Sin 
is the greatest evil in the universe. We are regularly horrified by natural 
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disasters such as earthquakes, fires and famine - and this horror springs 
from their being recognized. But the greatest plague in the universe, a 
plague that is raging continually in the hearts of countless men and 
women, is the plague of sin and its lack of recognition. God sent his 
Son to the world to take away the world’s sin, and our Gospel passage 
today gives us a specimen of the divine hatred of deliberate and 
unrepented sin. It is what destroys man, man who is the work of God’s 
hands. 


John Henry Newman (now beatified) often said in his sermons 
that the fact of sin is not what God came specifically to reveal, because 
that fact should be obvious to the conscience of man. But as Newman 
points out, God did include in his revelation the fact of sin, and 
Scripture is full of the fact. In particular, our Lord himself spoke time 
and again of the fact and evil of sin. An assiduous reading of the 
Scriptures, especially of the Gospels, will help us to be aware of its 
tremendous evil. Let us pray for the grace to renounce sin and to live 
for God by a close and daily following of Jesus Christ. 
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Tuesday of the Twenty-first Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 86 (85): 1-3 Turn your ear, O Lord, and 
answer me; save the servant who trusts in you, my God. Have mercy on 
me, O Lord, for I cry to you all the day long. 

Collect O God, who cause the minds of the faithful to unite in a single 
purpose, grant your people to love what you command and to desire 
what you promise, that, amid the uncertainties of this world, our hearts 
may be fixed on that place where true gladness is found. Through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity 
of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 1 Thessalonians 2:1-8; Psalm 138: Matthew 23:23-26 

Jesus said to the crowds and to his disciples: “Woe to you, teachers of 
the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You give a tenth of your 
spices — mint, dill and cummin. But you have neglected the more 
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important matters of the law — justice, mercy and faithfulness. You 
should have practised the latter, without neglecting the former. You 
blind guides! You strain out a gnat but swallow a camel. Woe to you, 
teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You clean the 
outside of the cup and dish, but inside they are full of greed and 
self-indulgence. Blind Pharisee! First clean the inside of the cup and 
dish, and then the outside cdso will be clean. (Matthew 23:23-26) 

The Heart We see in the Gospels that time and again our Lord 
condemned those whom he accuses of being hypocrites. In this 
religious context, the hypocrite is a person who intends to give the 
impression of being good and religious by doing things that he knows 
others will judge to be good, while in his heart he cultivates attitudes 
and thoughts that he knows are bad — and even secretly performing 
actions he knows are sinful. He may deliberately give the impression 
of kindness while harbouring in his heart many hatreds, and 
deliberately so. He may deliberately give the impression of being 
religious by obvious acts of piety while consciously doing things that he 
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knows are contrary to the practice of religion. Hypocrisy is the 
cultivation of a praiseworthy exterior (in order to gain praise) while 
consciously pursuing a blameworthy interior. It is, in this way, 
deliberately to live a lie and thus to gain the praise of men for what is a 
falsehood. Christ repeatedly attacked this violation of the truth, and I 
suppose we could say that it is the temptation of religious people and of 
those who live in a society or community that values the practice of 
religion. In our day and age, I think that the danger is a subtle 
hypocrisy, one less evident and more difficult to detect. So we must 
live the truth genuinely and sincerely. Our Lord does not condemn the 
teachers of the law and the Pharisees for giving “a tenth of your 
spices — mint, dill and cummin ”. He said, rather, that their sin was to 
have “ neglected the more important matters of the law—justice, mercy 
and faithfulness. You should have practised the latter, without 
neglecting the former. You blind guides!”, he said (Matthew 23: 
23-26). I believe, incidentally, that humour came often into our Lord’s 
teaching and in his use of certain images, and here we see it again. He 
said that they strained out a gnat in order to drink or eat what was pure 
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and clean, and then they proceeded to swallow a camel! They 
committed great sins while in their public persona they took care to 
avoid little offences. 

Our Lord expects a thoroughgoing religion of the heart and of 
the whole of life. He wants to see “ justice, mercy and faithfulness” — 
in other words, the more important matters of the law of God, while not 
neglecting the matters of less importance. Our Lord wants to see a 
wholehearted love of God in mind, heart and soul, and a genuine love 
of neighbour. Most importantly, this means a religion of the heart, a 
religion in which the heart is serving God in its thoughts and desires. 
We ought ask ourselves what is going on in our minds while we live in 
a respectable way in the sight of others. What images are we allowing 
to fill our imaginations, and what desires are we allowing to fill our 
hearts? What are we doing when no one is around? What are we 
watching on the Internet or on television when we are alone? It is the 
secret interior that is the real battleground of goodness and sanctity. At 
the end of life we shall be the persons we are, largely because of what 
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we have allowed to go on in our minds and hearts. We may go to Mass 
every Sunday and observe the more obvious laws of God and the more 
obvious precepts of the Church, but are we forgiving those who have 
injured us, or are we at least trying to forgive them? Perhaps we have 
not even made the decision to try to forgive them, however difficult that 
may be. We may condemn the lack of forgiveness we see in various 
parts of the world and the violence it leads to, such as in the Middle 
East and in centres of terrorism, all the while not coming to terms with 
the lack of forgiveness that is embittering our own hearts. This refusal 
to forgive may be poisoning our inmost heart, reducing our capacity to 
love as Christ loves, and yet, despite this harm to ourselves, we still 
knowingly or half-knowingly refuse even to attempt to forgive. We are 
time and again carried away by our thoughts of anger and resentment, 
and no one knows about it but God, who sees all. In so many ways we 
can be hypocritical as were the Pharisees whom our Lord condemns in 
today’s Gospel. 
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Hearing our Lord’s strictures on the teachers of the law and the 
Pharisees, let us resolve to be thoroughgoing in our following of him, 
not only in our more obvious deeds, but in our thoughts and words, 
especially our thoughts — no matter how secret they may be. God sees 
all. All we do, think or say is done in his presence, for he holds us 
continually in his hand. Let us be especially intent on serving God with 
our whole heart, remembering what St Paul wrote: Let this mind be in 
you that was in Christ Jesus. 
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Wednesday of the Twenty-first Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 86 (85): 1-3 Turn your ear, O Lord, and 
answer me; save the servant who trusts in you, my God. Have mercy on 
me, O Lord, for I cry to you all the day long. 

Collect O God, who cause the minds of the faithful to unite in a single 
purpose, grant your people to love what you command and to desire 
what you promise, that, amid the uncertainties of this world, our hearts 
may be fixed on that place where true gladness is found. Through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity 
of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 1 Thessalonians 2:9-13; Psalm 138; 

Matthew 23:27-32 

Jesus said, Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you 
hypocrites! You are like whitewashed tombs, which look beautiful on 
the outside but on the inside are full of dead men’s bones and 
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everything unclean. In the same way, on the outside you appear to 
people as righteous but on the inside you are full of hypocrisy and 
wickedness. Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you 
hypocrites! You build tombs for the prophets and decorate the graves of 
the righteous. And you say, ‘If we had lived in the days of our 
forefathers, we would not have taken part with them in shedding the 
blood of the prophets. ’ So you testify against yourselves that you are the 
descendants of those who murdered the prophets. Fill up, then, the 
measure of the sin of your forefathers! (Matthew 23:27-32) 

Hypocrisy In our Gospel passage today (Matthew 23:27-32) our Lord 
continues his condemnation of the teachers of the law and the Pharisees 
for their studied efforts to appear to people as righteous, while secretly 
being full of hypocrisy and wickedness. He appears to be far more 
severe on them than on sinners generally, let alone sinners who wanted 
to repent. We remember how, when our Lord was passing through 
Jericho a chief tax collector, one who had exploited many persons in his 
work of extracting taxes for the Romans, ran ahead of the crowd so as 
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to see Jesus. Our Lord had not met him, yet when he came to the spot 
where Zacchaeus, the tax collector, was perched in the tree to see him 
pass by, he called him down and told him he was dining with him that 
day. We can imagine the smile of love that our Lord showed Zacchaeus 
as he said this. He converted Zacchaeus on the spot - but Zachaeus 
would have been open to it. His desire to see our Lord shows this. We 
remember how, when our Lord called Matthew the tax collector to 
follow him, he subsequently dined with the sinners and tax collectors in 
the house of Matthew. He told the complaining Pharisees that he had 
come to be a doctor to those who were sick, and to call sinners to 
repentance. We remember how, when the religious leaders brought 
before him the woman caught in the act of adultery, he bent down and 
began writing silently on the ground. They could not get him to 
condemn her. He said in response that the one who was without sin 
could be the first to throw a stone. One by one they left, their guilt 
gradually becoming evident to them, but without a true repentance. To 
the woman herself our Lord asked, has no one condemned you? Then 
he said that he would not condemn her either, but that she should go 
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and not sin any more. Our Lord did not speak to sinners who had a 
sense of their sin in the way he spoke to the teachers of the law and the 
Pharisees. To the one he was full of kindness and mercy. To the other 
he was severe and uncompromising. 

Nor must we think that our Lord condemned the teachers of the 
law and the Pharisees, out of hand, all and sundry. It is clear that he 
accepted invitations to the homes of Pharisees, even though he did not 
hesitate to correct them even in their own homes. But the fact that he 
did receive these invitations demonstrates that they did not feel that he 
was in any way hostile to them as such. It was their pride and 
hypocrisy he opposed. We remember that Nicodemus, a teacher of the 
law, came to Jesus by night for conversations. He must have felt fully 
accepted by our Lord, though undoubtedly he too would have received 
corrections when they were due. Nicodemus was a genuine seeker after 
divine truth and he was a truly good man. His defence of our Lord 
among Sanhedrin members and his reverent burial of our Lord show 
this. He was not at all what our Lord called a hypocrite. Let us 
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consider this too. Somewhere in the background was the young Saul of 
Tarsus. He was a Pharisee and had been educated in the best religious 
school in Jerusalem. Presumably he knew of our Lord for he was 
certainly a contemporary - though we do not know his movements nor 
exactly where he was. We know nothing of his attitude to our Lord 
during our Lord’s public ministry nor during his Passion and Death. It 
was when the infant Church began to proclaim the Resurrection boldly 
that Saul of Tarsus actively persecuted the first Christians. But our 
Lord intervened and appeared to him, converting him with his powerful 
grace. Precisely as a Pharisee, he was not a hypocrite. He had been 
acting from a mistaken conscience. Our Lord showed him kindness, 
even though he had been persecuting him: “Why do you persecute 
me?”, he had asked from heaven. Paul came to regard himself as a 
great sinner, and we can presume that in some sense he had hardened 
his heart against the truth in the process of persecuting the early 
Christians. But he was no hypocrite. He genuinely sought to do what 
he thought was right. Christ loved him and called him, as he had called 


other sinners, to follow him. Paul did so, and with marvelous results. 
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Let us avoid all efforts to live a lie, striving to appear righteous 
while inside our hearts tolerating deliberate sin. Let us avoid all 
hypocrisy, remembering Christ’s condemnation of those who were 
hypocritical. Let us treasure whatever light has been given to us, and 
ask God for still more light. Let us live according to the light granted 
us, and more will be granted. Let us recognize our sinfulness and come 
to Jesus as the Redeemer. Let us seek his pardon for our sins and every 
day resolve to follow him closely. 
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Thursday of the Twenty-first Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 86 (85): 1-3 Turn your ear, O Lord, and 
answer me; save the servant who trusts in you, my God. Have mercy on 
me, O Lord, for I cry to you all the day long. 

Collect O God, who cause the minds of the faithful to unite in a single 
purpose, grant your people to love what you command and to desire 
what you promise, that, amid the uncertainties of this world, our hearts 
may be fixed on that place where true gladness is found. Through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity 
of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 1 Thessalonians 3:7-13; Psalm 89; Matthew 24:42-51 

Jesus said to his disciples: Therefore keep watch, because you do not 
know on what day your Lord will come. But understand this: If the 
owner of the house had known at what time of night the thief was 
coming, he would have kept watch and would not have let his house be 
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broken into. So you also must be ready, because the Son of Man will 
come at an hour when you do not expect him. Who then is the faithful 
and wise serx’ant, whom the master has put in charge of the serx’ants in 
his household to give them their food at the proper time? It will be good 
for that servant whose master finds him doing so when he returns. I tell 
you the truth, he will put him in charge of cdl his possessions. But 
suppose that servant is wicked and says to himself, ‘My master is 
staying away a long time, ’ and he then begins to beat his 
fellow- serx’ants and to eat and drink with drunkards. The master of 
that servant will come on a day when he does not expect him and at an 
hour he is not aware of. He will cut him to pieces and assign him a 
place with the hypocrites, where there will be weeping and gnashing of 
teeth. (Matthew 24: 42-51) 

Being Smart When it comes to being intelligent and yet wise, there 
are some tremendous anomalies. What do I mean? Consider the 
intelligence displayed by various people in their several walks of life. 
A child prodigy in Mathematics gains his Ph.D while still in his mid- 
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teens. He goes on while still young to occupy important academic 
positions and to make important discoveries in numbering and in other 
aspects of his discipline. It could be a young man or woman in business 
who builds up from virtually nothing a multi-billion dollar computer or 
Internet company that amazes all with its commercial success. We 
could cite many other examples of proven intelligence in the fields of 
war, politics, business, research or whatever. Apart from outstanding 
cases of intelligence, there are so many who do well in their fields and 
who shine among their friends and acquaintances for other qualities. 
Yet, strangely, it can easily happen that they do not see beyond a certain 
very limited point. This can be very short sighted, and therefore 
foolish. For instance, a person sets his sights on material wealth alone 
or success in his profession and neglects his marriage as a result. That 
is not very smart. But there are more fundamental goals still that the 
intelligent person can forget. In all his success in attaining even 
important and legitimate goals such as family happiness and success in 
career, a highly talented person can think only of this life. I still vividly 
remember years ago a leading businessman in Australia who at fifty 
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years of age had become a billionaire and who seemed to turn to gold 
everything he touched. But suddenly at 52 he died and was cremated. 
He could take absolutely nothing with him. All there was left were 
some ashes. His spirit had gone before the judgment seat of God. The 
question, which of course only God could answer, is: did he go from 
here in union with, or separated from God? One wonders whether he 
had forgotten that, at any point, this life can suddenly end and then a 
profound reckoning is to be taken. It is a reckoning that carries with it 
an eternal reward or punishment, a reckoning that takes account of all 
our thoughts, all our words and all our deeds. I refer to the judgement 
of God. The intelligent thing would be to remember this. To ignore or 
forget it is not smart. In fact, it is dumb. 

Our Lord time and again refers to the judgment of God. In his 
famous sermons, John Henry Newman (now beatified) often referred to 
the criticism that Christianity was a gloomy religion. It is not a gloomy 
religion — but he was referring to the last things that everyone must 
face: death, God’s judgment and then heaven or hell. To many that 
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sounds gloomy. A person who bears these ultimate and yet ever 
imminent facts in mind is bound to be somewhat more serious about 
things. Too much is at stake. In our Gospel passage today our Lord 
refers to this point. He warns us to keep watch because we do not know 
at what hour God will come to call us to himself. Life is uncertain and 
absolutely precarious. We must take this into account and live in such a 
way that whatever happens we shall be ready for God’s judgment. To 
do anything less is to be foolish. How do we remain ready? We do this 
by doing God’s will as well as we can and for love of him, at every 
point of life. If when he comes God finds us doing this, then we shall 
be ready for him. The task of life and the key to being always ready is 
always to be striving to do the will of God. And so our Lord tells us in 
today’s Gospel: “Who then is the faithful and wise servant, whom the 
master has put in charge of the serx’ants in his household to give them 
their food at the proper time? It will be good for that sen’ant whose 
master finds him doing so when he returns. I tell you the truth, he will 
put him in charge of all his possessions. But suppose that servant is 
wicked and says to himself, ‘My master is staying away a long time, ’ 
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and he then begins to beat his fellow- servants and to eat and drink with 
drunkards. The master of that servant will come on a day when he does 
not expect him and at an hour he is not aware of He will cut him to 
pieces and assign him a place with the hypocrites, where there will be 
weeping and gnashing of teeth." (Matthew 24:42-51) The sensible and 
wise person does this, however gifted or otherwise he may be. 

Let us every day begin with the intention to offer to God all that 
we think, say or do, striving to think, speak and act in ways that will 
please him. How do we please God? We please God by depending on 
him who is our Father and by trying to know his will and to put it into 
practice. It is not those , our Lord said, who say to me Lord! Lord! who 
will enter the kingdom of heaven, but those who do the will of my 
Father in heaven. Let us make that our program of life. 
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Friday of the Twenty-first Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 86 (85): 1-3 Turn your ear, O Lord, and 
answer me; save the servant who trusts in you, my God. Have mercy on 
me, O Lord, for I cry to you all the day long. 

Collect O God, who cause the minds of the faithful to unite in a single 
purpose, grant your people to love what you command and to desire 
what you promise, that, amid the uncertainties of this world, our hearts 
may be fixed on that place where true gladness is found. Through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity 
of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 1 Thessalonians 4:1-8; Psalm 96; Matthew 25:1-13 

Jesus said, At that time the kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins 
who took their lamps and went out to meet the bridegroom. Five of 
them were foolish and five were wise. The foolish ones took their lamps 
but did not take any oil with them. The wise, however, took oil in jars 
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along with their lamps. The bridegroom was a long time in coming, 
and they cdl became drowsy and fell asleep. At midnight the cry rang 
oat: ‘Here’s the bridegroom! Come out to meet him!’ Then all the 
virgins woke up and trimmed their lamps. The foolish ones said to the 
wise, ‘Give us some of your oil; our lamps are going out. ’ ‘No, ’ they 
replied, ‘there may not be enough for both us and you. Instead, go to 
those who sell oil and buy some for yourselves. ’ But while they were on 
their way to buy the oil, the bridegroom arrived. The virgins who were 
ready went in with him to the wedding banquet. And the door was shut. 
Later the others also came. ‘Sir! Sir! ’ they said. ‘Open the door for 
us! ’ But he replied, 7 tell you the truth, I don’t know you. ’ Therefore 
keep watch, because you do not know the day or the hour. 
(Matthew 25:1-13) 

Stand Ready! There is a common expression: “being street-wise.” It 
means being very aware of the things that could happen, and being 
ready and equipped to deal with them. This applies not only to humans 
but to animals as well. The inexperienced cub will wander around 
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investigating the area of its lair. It may not flee instantly to shelter at 
the approach of a stranger. It does not realize that it is exposed to all 
sorts of prey, and then is suddenly taken by an eagle or a hyena. As an 
animal grows it becomes skilled in avoiding detection and in preying on 
other animals weaker than itself. It becomes “street-wise.” The child is 
always warned by his vigilant mother never to talk to strangers as he 
sets out each day to go to school. He forgets his mother’s advice and 
talks to a friendly stranger. The city is placed on alert and across the 
nation there is news that the child is missing. Three weeks later he is 
found dead in a forest. Another heeds the instruction and learns 
prudence in various areas of life. There are countless cases of accidents 
in life, and an important part of life’s challenge is precisely the 
avoidance of accidents. We must learn to be “street-wise” in the best 
sense, which is to say we must learn to be prudent. A person who has 
learnt prudence has acquired a great gain, for not only has he learnt to 
avoid many harmful occurrences, but he is able to make the best of his 
situation. He is an agent of events, and not just a sufferer of them. He 
is equipped to do a work in life, and is not just worked on by other 
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persons or things. He has the prudence to do good, and his life is not 
merely borne along by the stream whithersoever it may lead. There is 
this further consideration, that prudence is a moral matter. If we are 
imprudent, we are probably morally culpable. There are things a person 
“should” know and “should” take account of, and if he does not, then it 
is not just an unfortunate accident, but is morally blameworthy. For this 
reason people are punished not only for murder, but also for 
manslaughter. They should have known that what they did could most 
certainly lead to the death of someone. It is no excuse to say, “I did not 
know.” You should have known. 

There is one great thing we must learn as quickly as possible in 
life, and that is that life is very vulnerable. By that I not only mean that 
we must learn to avoid accidents, such as being hit by a car on the road, 
or not being taken in by unscrupulous people. This is a matter of 
prudence, of course, but there is a deeper sense in which we must learn 
the vulnerability of life. The point is that no matter how prudent we 
are, no matter how “street-wise,” we can never be sure when life will be 
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snatched from our grasp. There was nothing that the most prudent 
person could have done in the areas most affected by the great tsunami 
of the Indian Ocean in 2004. Vast numbers lost their lives, including 
the most prudent of people, through no fault of their own. Despite this, 
there is something every prudent person can do no matter how 
unpredictable and vulnerable life may be. Every person can stand ready 
for the ultimate and unpredictable event of all, a sudden loss of life. It 
need not be caused by a tsunami. It can happen with the failure of a 
heart-beat. A young man in the prime of life suddenly collapses in his 
parish church, and in moments is dead. He has died of a massive heart 
attack, which no-one, including his doctor, predicted. What we can do 
is always be ready, were our lives to be taken from us without warning. 
Life is essentially vulnerable and this is an obvious fact of life, but the 
average person thinks that this means the next person. It does not occur 
to him that it could easily mean him. As our Lord says, we know not 
the day nor the hour. Since we do not know, the prudent thing to do is 
to be always prepared. That is to say, the prudent thing to do is always 
to be ready for the Judgment of God , always repentant, always trusting 
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in God’s mercy, always trying to do the will of God as expressed in the 
duty of the moment. We must not be like the foolish virgins in our 
Lord’s parable (Matthew 25:1-13), who were caught at the coming of 
the bridegroom without any oil in their lamps. They were locked 
outside. They were very imprudent. It will not do to say, “I didn’t 
know!” You should have known, for you were warned by divine 
revelation and ordinary human experience. 

Every day we ought start the day with the intention of so living 
that we would be ready were it to be our last — and who is to say it 
might not be? The probability may be that it will not be our last, but, 
while in lots of cases converging probabilities yield certitude, in many 
cases it does not. There is no certitude about this. We do not know the 
day, nor do we know the hour. Everything we do, every little duty, 
ought to be done in such a way that were it to be our last, God would be 
pleased. The last day and the last hour is something the Christian 
knows to be immensely positive. It is the coming to him of Jesus his 
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Redeemer. Let us so live that this coming will be the blessing God 
means it to be. 
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Saturday of the Twenty-first Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 86 (85): 1-3 Turn your ear, O Lord, and 
answer me; save the servant who trusts in you, my God. Have mercy on 
me, O Lord, for I cry to you all the day long. 

Collect O God, who cause the minds of the faithful to unite in a single 
purpose, grant your people to love what you command and to desire 
what you promise, that, amid the uncertainties of this world, our hearts 
may be fixed on that place where true gladness is found. Through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity 
of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 1 Thessalonians 4:9-11; Psalm 97; 

Matthew 25:14-30 

Jesus told his disciples this parable: A man going on a journey called 
his seri’ants and entrusted his property to them. To one he gave five 
talents of money, to another two talents, and to another one talent, each 
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according to his ability. Then he went on his journey. The man who 
had received the five talents went at once and put his money to work 
and gained five more. So also, the one with the two talents gained two 
more. But the man who had received the one talent went off, dug a hole 
in the ground and hid his master’s money. After a long time the master 
of those servants returned and settled accounts with them. The man 
who had received the five talents brought the other five. ‘Master, ’ he 
said, ‘you entrusted me with five talents. See, I have gained five more. ’ 
His master replied, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant! You have 
been faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of many things. 
Come and share your master’s happiness!’ The man with the two 
talents also came. ‘Master, ’ he said, ‘you entrusted me with two 
talents; see, l have gained two more. ’ His master replied, ‘Well done, 
good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few things; I 
will put you in charge of many things. Come and share your master’s 
happiness!’ Then the man who had received the one talent came. 
‘Master, ’ he said, 7 knew that you are a hard man, harvesting where 
you have not sown and gathering where you have not scattered seed. 
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So l was afraid and went out and hid your talent in the ground. See, 
here is what belongs to you. ’ His master replied, ‘You wicked, lazy 
servant! So you knew that 1 harvest where I have not sown and gather 
where I have not scattered seed? Well then, you should have put my 
money on deposit with the bankers, so that when / returned / would 
have received it back with interest. ‘Take the talent from him and give 
it to the one who has the ten talents. For everyone who has will be 
given more, and he will have an abundance. Whoever does not have, 
even what he has will be taken from him. And throw that worthless 
servant outside, into the darkness, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. ’ (Matthew 25:14-30) 

Our Work There is a short biography, by Michael Trappes-Lomax, 
of Bishop Richard Challoner, the Catholic Bishop of the London district 
for most of the latter part of the eighteenth century. The technical name 
of the Bishops of England during that period was Vicar-Apostolic, as a 
properly established Catholic hierarchy was to come only in the 
following century. One of the many distinguishing qualities of 
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Challoner was his constant and effective work. He was a very holy 
priest, both learned and pastoral. He was the author of numerous 
works, and he seems to have had an enormous capacity for using every 
minute of his time, over a long life, to work and to work effectively. I 
would recommend Challoner’s book, Meditations for Every Day of the 
Year , as still of great use. I introduce this man as an example of one 
whose life was filled with good work. Whether one is religious or not, 
every person understands that a most fulfilling experience of life is to 
do good work, work that is a true service to others. At the end of life 
one of the most disappointing experiences will have been to remember 
those opportunities for good work that were left undone. From the 
purely natural point of view, work is at the centre of man’s concerns. 
His work is the means whereby he gains the resources — which is to 
say the income — to provide for his fundamental needs, to care for 
those who depend on him, and to develop himself in his higher 
capacities by means of a good use of his leisure. More than anything, 
his work is the means whereby he serves others. He instinctively 
knows that the value of his life depends on his engaging in a good 
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service of others. Man naturally understands that he lives in order to 
work well, and the value of his life will depend on the way he works. 
Of course, he also understands that this principle must be interpreted 
broadly because a person who cannot work in the normal sense can 
work in more indirect ways. He can serve others from the sick bed and 
very many have done just this. All understand the importance of work 
for human fulfilment, and they understand the duty of all to work. 

Our Gospel passage today (Matthew 25:14-30) makes it clear 
that this natural insight is a reflection of the mind of God. God desires 
us all to work. Our Judgment will in large measure revolve around the 
question of our work in life. Consider the parable our Lord tells us in 
today’s passage. The master of the three servants goes off on his 
journey having entrusted his goods to them each according to the 
measure of their ability. He eventually returns and expects to see his 
interests advanced by his servants making good use in their work of 
what he had placed in their hands. They had had a long time to do 
something of value with what he had left them and two of them turned 
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out to have worked well. Each made more with what they had been 
given. They were handsomely rewarded, each in proportion to the good 
work done. But this was not the case with the third, the one with least 
ability and who accordingly had been entrusted with only the one talent. 
He had done nothing with the talent he had been given. He had simply 
buried it and left it there, and spent the long time of his master’s 
absence doing nothing. All he did was to hand back to the master the 
single talent he had been given long before. The master was profoundly 
displeased, regarding this servant as wicked and lazy. He took the one 
talent and threw him out into the darkness. God wants us to use our life 
to work well and for his interests, doing his will. If we do nothing then 
we shall be judged unworthy. Our Lord often, time and again, speaks 
of the judgment on each person at the end of life and of how it is only 
those judged worthy who will be granted a place in glory. The parable 
shows that our work will be an essential element in our judgement. It 
also shows that it is especially the little man, the person of ordinary and 
even meagre talents who must take note of this, and who must beware 
of doing little or nothing with what he has been given. Perhaps this is 
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the special temptation besetting the ordinary person. Every day he is 
called to work as well as he can for his Lord and Master. 

Let us place our work in life, our daily work, at the centre of our 
life’s project. It is by means of our work that we shall serve others and 
ourselves and above all God himself. Let us so work that we will 
effectively give glory to God and sanctify others and ourselves. It is the 
ordinary work of the ordinary person that transforms an ordinary life 
into a life of grandeur, a life which reflects the grandeur of God who is 
always working. 
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Twenty-second Sunday of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 86 (85): 3, 5 Have mercy on me, O Lord, 
for I cry to you all the day long. O Lord, you are good and forgiving, 
full of mercy to all who call to you. 

Collect God of might, giver of every good gift, put into our hearts the 
love of your name, so that, by deepening our sense of reverence, you 
may nurture in us what is good and, by your watchful care, keep safe 
what you have nurtured. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Jeremiah 20:7-9; Psalm 63:2-6, 8-9; 

Romans 12:1-2; Matthew 16:21-27 

From that time on Jesus began to explain to his disciples that he must 
go to Jerusalem and suffer many things at the hands of the elders, chief 
priests and teachers of the law, and that he must be killed and on the 
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third day be raised to life. Peter took him aside and began to rebuke 
him. Never, Lord! he said. This shall never happen to you! Jesus 
turned and said to Peter, Get behind me, Satan! You are a 
stumbling-block to me; you do not have in mind the things of God, but 
the things of men. Then Jesus said to his disciples, If anyone would 
come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross and follow 
me. For whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses 
his life for me will find it. What good will it be for a man if he gains the 
whole world, yet forfeits his soul? Or what can a man give in exchange 
for his soul? For the Son of Man is going to come in his Father’s glory 
with his angels, and then he will reward each person according to what 
he has done. (Matthew 16:21-27) 

The Father’s Will In our Gospel scene of today we read that “from 
that time on” our Lord began to tell his disciples what he “must” do: 
u he must go to Jerusalem and suffer many things at the hands of the 
elders, chief priests and teachers of the law, and that he must be killed 
and on the third day be raised to life.’’'’ Notice our Lord’s use of that 
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word, “must.” It was his mission to suffer and to die, and so to enter his 
glory, and thus to open the way to a share in his glory for all mankind. 
Our Lord says this is something he “must” do. He did not mean that he 
was compelled to do this, because on other occasions our Lord said that 
he would freely lay down his life, and would freely take it up again. 
The word “must” denotes, rather, the will of his Father and Jesus’ 
inflexible will to fulfil it. It expresses the complete union of his will 
with that of the Father. His food was to do the will of his heavenly 
Father, he said. / always do what pleases him , he said on another 
occasion. He challenged his enemies, Can any of you convict me of 
sin ? In the vast scene of broken humanity, there stands forth one Man 
who is utterly, supremely, and entirely of himself holy because his 
person is divine. He is the very source of holiness and his is the Spirit 
of holiness. The point here is that he is the one who beyond all others 
acknowledged in every way that his Father is Lord and God. I am the 
Lord your God, was God’s revelation of himself, and Jesus Christ 
shows mankind what it is truly to acknowledge this. Acknowledging 
this means doing the Father’s will, whatever be the cost. For this 
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reason he said that he “must” suffer and die in bearing witness to the 
truth. He rebuked Simon — who loved him so much — for he was 
acting like Satan in trying to dissuade him from his path of suffering 
and death. And so he said to his disciples that “if anyone would come 
after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross and follow me. 
For whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life 
for me will find it.” As we think of all this, let us consider what is 
implied in affirming with adoration that the Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ is our one and only God. It implies the resolve to do his will in 
imitation of Jesus Christ. 

It means, further, that we who are Christ’s faithful and members 
of his body the Church must guard and continually activate the 
fundamental virtues of faith, hope and love that we received at our 
baptism. These gifts of the Holy Spirit enable us to place our faith and 
hope in God, to adore him, and to love him with all our hearts. By faith 
we believe in God and reject everything opposed to what God has 
revealed of himself as it is explained and taught by Christ and his 
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Church. Christ’s faithful must reject all deliberate doubt, all unbelief, 
anything leading to heresy, any abandonment of the Catholic Faith for 
another faith, or separation from the Church. Especially we must guard 
against any deliberate doubt about the Church’s teaching. The gift of 
faith enables us to guard against all this. By the gift of hope we 
trustingly await the vision of God and his grace, avoiding any 
temptation either on the one hand to despair or on the other to 
presumption. So, we believe in God and his revelation, and we hope in 
his power and love to bring us to him, all the while aware of our 
sinfulness and proneness to sin. By the gift of charity, and on the 
foundation of our faith and hope, we strive to love him with all our 
hearts, showing this in our resolve to do his will whatever be the cost. 
We strive every day to bring the seed of love implanted in us at our 
baptism to its perfection. It means repudiating all indifference to God 
and his revelation. We repudiate ingratitude, lukewarmness, sloth or 
spiritual indolence, and of course any semblance of hatred for God that 
is born of pride. We who are baptised have been granted priceless gifts 
by the Holy Spirit, the supernatural gifts of faith, hope and love, and 
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these gifts if acted on day by day will unite us to Jesus and enable us to 
follow in his footsteps. That path that Christ trod is the path of 
acknowledging in every way that his Father and our Father is the one 
and only Lord and God. By our life we must bear witness in union with 
Jesus that our God is the one and only Lord of all. 

Let our reading of the Gospel passage of today (Matthew 
16:21-27) help us to enter into the mind and heart of Jesus our Lord in 
his total acknowledgement of his Father and our Father, his God and 
our God. The way to God is Jesus. The truth about God and the truth 
of God is Jesus. He is the Truth. The life of God that transforms our 
sinful lives and makes them holy with a share in the divine life is found 
in Jesus. He is the Way, the Truth and the Life. No one comes to the 
Father except through him. He who sees Jesus sees the Father. Let us 
then live in Jesus and live for him, knowing that by doing this we live in 
God and live for him. 

Further reading : The Catechism of the Catholic Church , no.2084-2094 
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Monday of the Twenty-second Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 86 (85): 3, 5 Have mercy on me, O Lord, 
for I cry to you all the day long. O Lord, you are good and forgiving, 
full of mercy to all who call to you. 

Collect God of might, giver of every good gift, put into our hearts the 
love of your name, so that, by deepening our sense of reverence, you 
may nurture in us what is good and, by your watchful care, keep safe 
what you have nurtured. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18; Psalm 95; Luke 4:16-30 

Jesus went to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, and on the 
Sabbath day he went into the synagogue, as was his custom. And he 
stood up to read. The scroll of the prophet Isaiah was handed to him. 
Unrolling it, he found the place where it is written: The Spirit of the 
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Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to preach good news to the 
poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and 
recovery of sight for the blind, to release the oppressed, to proclaim the 
year of the Lord’s favour. Then he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to 
the attendant and sat down. The eyes of everyone in the synagogue 
were fastened on him, and he began by saying to them, Today this 
scripture is fulfilled in your hearing. All spoke well of him and were 
amazed at the gracious words that came from his lips. Isn 7 this 
Joseph ’.s' son? they asked. Jesus said to them, Surely you will quote this 
proverb to me: ‘Physician, heal yourself! Do here in your home town 
what we have heard that you did in Capernaum. ’ I tell you the truth, he 
continued, no prophet is accepted in his home town. I assure you that 
there were many widows in Israel in Elijah’s time, when the sky was 
shut for three and a half years and there was a severe famine 
throughout the land. Yet Elijah was not sent to any of them, but to a 
widow in Zarephath in the region of Sidon. And there were many in 
Israel with leprosy in the time of Elisha the prophet, yet not one of them 
was cleansed — only Naaman the Syrian. All the people in the 
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synagogue were furious when they heard this. They got up, drove him 
out of the town, and took him to the brow of the hill on which the town 
was built, in order to throw him down the cliff. But he walked right 
through the crowd and went on his way. (Luke 4:16-30) 

Christ’s Claims In our Gospel passage today our Lord returns to his 
home town of Nazareth. On the Sabbath he goes to the synagogue, as 
he always had done while growing up and during his early adulthood 
while in the town. He was a person familiar to them all, a relative, 
friend, acquaintance, fellow townsman and fellow workman. Many 
would have been on close terms with him when he and they were 
children and youths. Whatever facilities for formal education there 
were, he and they would have availed themselves of them together. 
They knew him very well. He must have been an impressive person, 
but quiet, perhaps reserved in the best sense, and one who fitted into his 
social and family environment excellently. He was exceptional as a son 
and must have been — quietly and discreetly — an exceptionally good 
relative, friend or acquaintance. Here he is back among them and now 
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with a renown acquired elsewhere. He speaks in the synagogue, 
commenting on the reading from the prophet Isaiah. His very 
eloquence and gracious delivery astonishes them, perhaps indicating 
that he had rarely spoken in the synagogue before, and in any case 
rarely in public. His address is absolutely captivating and his stature 
somehow shines through in his public words. They are amazed, 
wondering how he came by this. Perhaps our passage refers to and 
consists in more than one address given in the synagogue by Christ on 
the occasion of his return. The text does not actually say that all his 
words here were uttered in the same address, nor that all these responses 
of the people to him occurred on the one and same occasion. After 
quoting the surprised reaction of the people, “Is not this the carpenter’s 
son ?” St Luke simply goes on to say that “ Jesus said to them, Surely 
you will quote the proverb to me: Physician, heal yourself 7” These 
words of Christ may have been uttered over the next couple of weeks, 
in the synagogue, and in response to a change over some days from 
wonderment to irritation and hostility. Who knows! What is clear is 
that his own townsmen, the ones who knew him so well, decisively 
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rejected his claims. That is a lesson for the ages, and for our own day 
too. 


The point is that everything turned on what and who Christ 
claimed to be. In our Gospel today (Luke 4: 16-30) our Lord quotes 
from the prophet Isaiah and his prediction of the time of liberation to 
come. It would be at time of liberation from evil, a time when God’s 
rule would prevail. Christ announces to the people of Nazareth that the 
promised time has arrived. God’s kingdom was at hand, at the very 
door, in very truth about to begin. The implication was that he himself 
is the one who would inaugurate and establish it. That is to say, he is 
the Messiah to come. He is a prophet, yes, but more than a prophet. 
Our Lord could see that their very familiarity with him was presenting 
an insuperable obstacle in that they refused to accept him as being any 
more than they. So he was an upstart. When he proceeded to warn 
them of what this attitude of theirs would mean, and of how their story 
was exemplified in the story of Elijah and Elisha that he quoted, they 


not only rejected him but attempted to murder him. It was an 
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outpouring of the sin that lay deep within, the pride that would recur 
during our Lord’s public ministry elsewhere, especially in the leaders of 
the people. The issue was, who he claimed to be. We read in the 
Gospel of St John that the leaders picked up stones to stone our Lord, 
stating that they were doing this because he said God was his own 
Father, in this way making himself equal to God. Gradually our Lord 
revealed who he was — not only the Messiah, the Son of Man spoken 
of by the prophet Daniel, but the very Son of God who had come into 
the world to take away its sin. Jesus’ own person is at the centre of our 
Gospel passage today, and acceptance of the Church’s message about 
him, about his teaching, and about the divine plan he revealed and 
brought into effect, is the critical issue for each person’s salvation. For 
this reason, just before our Lord ascended into heaven he charged his 
disciples to go to the whole world and make disciples of all the nations. 
Those who believed would be saved. Those refusing belief would be 


condemned. He, Jesus Christ, is at the centre of all. 
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Let us place ourselves in our Gospel scene and listen to our Lord 
bearing witness to the truth of his person. Let us in our hearts 
acknowledge that he is truly man and truly God. He is the second 
divine person of the most holy Trinity, the eternal Son of the eternal 
Father, united with the Father in the Holy Spirit. He is our God and our 
Redeemer. Let us, with Thomas at the end of the Gospel of St John, 
gaze on the risen and very human Jesus, and say to him, my Lord and 
my God! 
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Tuesday of the Twenty-second Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 86 (85):3, 5 Have mercy on me, O Lord, 
for I cry to you all the day long. O Lord, you are good and forgiving, 
full of mercy to all who call to you. 

Collect God of might, giver of every good gift, put into our hearts the 
love of your name, so that, by deepening our sense of reverence, you 
may nurture in us what is good and, by your watchful care, keep safe 
what you have nurtured. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 1 Thessalonians 5:1-6.9-11; Psalm 26; Luke 4:31-37 

Jesus went down to Capernaum, a town in Galilee, and on the Sabbath 
began to teach the people. They were amazed at his teaching, because 
his message had authority. In the synagogue there was a man 
possessed by a demon, an evil spirit. He cried out at the top of his 
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voice, Ha! What do you want with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you 
come to destroy us? / know who you are — the Holy One of God! Be 
quiet! Jesus said sternly. Come out of him! Then the demon threw the 
man down before them all and came out without injuring him. All the 
people were amazed and said to each other, What is this teaching? With 
authority and power he gives orders to evil spirits and they come out! 
And the news about him spread throughout the surrounding area. 
(Luke 4:31-37) 

Christ’s Authority Time and again in the Gospels we see the 

people in wonderment at two features of our Lord’s public ministry: the 
authority of his teaching and his power over the world and the 
underworld. In our Gospel passage today we read how our Lord went 
to Capernaum — the town of some of his closest disciples and, it 
seems, the base for his Galilean ministry — and on the Sabbath he 
began to teach the people. The Gospels show that our Lord especially 
taught on the Sabbath when people would come together in the 
synagogue, and here in our passage today he does so again. The people 
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were amazed at his teaching, and we are given the reason. His teaching 
had authority. That is to say, his teaching carried with it an 
overwhelming air of truth because it was he who was uttering it. There 
was the unmistakable sense that it had no need of support or proof from 
any other quarter. The impression gained was that this teaching was 
coming from one who knew with complete certainty what was true. 
Any questioning of his authority to teach what he was teaching was, in 
the nature of the case, profoundly inappropriate. Time and again he 
referred to the Scriptures and appealed to them, but not as one who was 
simply a master of Scripture like, say, the doctors of the Law and the 
scribes, proving by means of demonstration from Scripture that his 
teaching was correct. He did not speak as a leading Scripture scholar or 
as one endowed with a special insight into Scripture. Nor did he speak 
simply as another prophet. We do not read that people made these 
remarks about John the Baptist — even though as a holy prophet he too 
spoke with authority. The authority with which Christ taught clearly 
transcended that of all those with whom the people were familiar. He 
spoke as one who simply knew the mind of God and who was able to 
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reveal his word and its meaning. In this sense it was new and came 
with a striking freshness. We too must recover a sense of the authority 
of Christ as the supreme teacher of modern man. 

But there was more. As well as manifesting a striking authority 
in his teaching, our Lord showed effortless power over forces of evil. 
In our Gospel passage today (Luke 4: 31-37) this power is exercised in 
respect to the underworld, the demonic. One of the interesting themes 
in movies of the last half century has been the appearance of movies 
about devil-possession and the work of exorcism carried out by 
Catholic priests. At least it shows a sense of the reality of demons and 
the power of Christ over them. The movie about the exorcism of Emily 
Rose was particularly interesting. However, while it cannot be said to 
be easy for a properly authorized priest to exorcise the devil from some 
unfortunate person, there was never the slightest difficulty for Christ. 
He did it easily and repeatedly. Strangely, demon-possession seems to 
have abounded at the time of our Lord’s public ministry. One wonders 
whether there was a general sense in the entire demonic kingdom that 
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here in this man Jesus of Nazareth there was an immensely powerful 
and holy person who was going to confront and break their power in the 
world. Perhaps the demons in some special way gathered in the locale 
of Judea and Galilee at the time. They sensed that there was a force 
afoot to threaten them as had no other before. Who knows! But 
everywhere Christ is reported in the Gospels to be casting out demons. 
In our passage today there was, in the synagogue itself, and during our 
Lord’s very address, a man possessed by a demon. It yelled out at our 
Lord, presumably in fear at what was being said and at the spectacle of 
this Man so obviously endowed with authority. The demon impulsively 
shrieked out what may have been a common understanding about Jesus 
among the demons: he was the Holy One of God. To this point Christ 
had been reticent about himself, and the demon perhaps thought he 
could upset Christ and throw him off balance by revealing the great 
secret. But at a word Christ subdued and expelled the demon. Not only 
has Christ full authority to teach. He has authority and power over the 
underworld. He is man’s Saviour from both error and evil. 
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Let us place ourselves in the Gospel scene and gaze on this 
wonderful Man. He lived once and he lives now. He is risen from the 
dead, having by his death destroyed the power of Satan. That victory is 
brought to each of us by faith. If we believe in him and accept his word 
as it comes to us in and through the teaching of the Church, then the 
truth of Christ will dispel the darkness of error in our lives, and his 
power will deliver us from the bondage of sin. Christ is our one and 
only Redeemer. He is mankind’s Teacher. He is mankind’s Deliverer. 
Let us take our stand with him. 
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Wednesday of the Twenty-second Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 86 (85): 3, 5 Have mercy on me, O Lord, 
for I cry to you all the day long. O Lord, you are good and forgiving, 
full of mercy to all who call to you. 

Collect God of might, giver of every good gift, put into our hearts the 
love of your name, so that, by deepening our sense of reverence, you 
may nurture in us what is good and, by your watchful care, keep safe 
what you have nurtured. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Colossians 1:1-8; Psalm 51; Luke 4:8-44 

Jesus left the synagogue and went to the home of Simon. Now Simon’s 
mother-in-law was suffering from a high fever, and they asked Jesus to 
help her. So he bent over her and rebuked the fever, and it left her. She 
got up at once and began to wait on them. When the sun was setting, 
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the people brought to Jesus all who had various kinds of sickness, and 
laying his hands on each one, he healed them. Moreover, demons came 
out of many people, shouting, You are the Son of God! But he rebuked 
them and would not cdlow them to speak, because they knew he was the 
Christ. At daybreak Jesus went out to a solitary place. The people 
were looking for him and when they came to where he was, they tried to 
keep him from leaving them. But he said, / must preach the good news 
of the kingdom of God to the other towns cdso, because that is why I 
was sent. And he kept on preaching in the synagogues of Judea. (Luke 
4:38-44) 

The Kingdom Once again, we see our Lord given over to preaching 
“the good news of the kingdom of God.” It is in these terms that he 
explains to the people of the town that he cannot simply stay with them 
as they want. The kingdom of God! It is clear from our Lord’s very 
actions that the good news of the kingdom of God which he preached 
was directly associated with his own person. Wherever he went the 
kingdom of God was present and dawning, and it was good news for 
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all. As soon as he left the synagogue he went to Simon’s house where 
he perhaps had chosen to make his dwelling. We read that “ Simon’s 
mother-in-law was suffering from a high fever, and they asked Jesus to 
help her. So he bent over her and rebuked the fever, and it left her. She 
got up at once and began to wait on them.’’'’ God was showing his 
presence and the difference this would make in respect to evil, and there 
was more to come. We read that “ When the sun was setting, the people 
brought to Jesus all who had various kinds of sickness, and laying his 
hands on each one, he healed them. Moreover, demons came out of 
many people, shouting, You are the Son of God! But he rebuked them 
and would not allow them to speak, because they knew he was the 
Christ" (Luke 4: 38-44). It was obvious to all that in some great sense 
God was visiting his people. In the person and activity of Jesus of 
Nazareth God was sweeping before him the evil he encountered, 
whether natural or demonic. What a phenomenon was this Man! 
Effortless power and authority was his, and it was wholly directed to 
what was good. To be with him was to be safe. To be with him was to 
be drawn to what was good and holy. To be with him was to be taken 
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into closer union with God. In him God was inaugurating his rule. The 
question was, what would that involve, and how to enter into it? 

The kingdom of God, as Pope Benedict wrote in his book, Jesus 
of Nazareth, is nothing other than the lordship or rule of God. It is 
God’s dominion in the world and in particular over the hearts of men. 
In the first instance, then, it consists in sanctity. To the extent that men 
and women subject themselves in mind, heart and life, which is to say 
in thought, word and deed, to the will of God our Father, to that extent 
does the kingdom of God extend. In the prayer our Lord taught us we 
pray that God our Father’s kingdom will come. That means that his 
will be done on earth as it is done in heaven. If our hearts are subject to 
his lordship, then our words and deeds will likewise be subject to his 
lordship, as will our work of every day. The world itself will become 
subject to the rule of God to the extent that we his children become 
subject to him in every way, for the grace of God will flow from our 
hearts to the world of our work and service. More and more will God 


be all in all. This begins here on earth and it will reach its culmination 
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and perfection in heaven. But the all-important factor in this grand 
process of the coming, the establishment and the growth of God’s 
kingdom is the person of Jesus Christ. He and he only is the one who 
establishes God’s kingdom. In fact, the kingdom of God is present in 
him. In his very person is it to be found. The fullness of the Godhead 
is present in Jesus bodily, as St Paul writes, and when our Lord speaks 
in today’s passage of his preaching the good news of God’s kingdom to 
the other towns too, he is in effect saying that he must bring himself to 
other towns for people to come into contact with him. The kingdom of 
God is found in and through him. And this is the grand point of the 
Christian religion, that it is by entering into union with Jesus that a 
person enters into the kingdom of God. To the extent that we are in 
union with the person of Jesus, to that extent we have entered the 
kingdom of Heaven. To the extent that we grow in union with the 
living risen Jesus to that extent does God become all in all to us. 

Thus the ultimate goal of human history is that Jesus Christ be 
accepted as Lord, and that this acceptance inform all of human work 
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and activity. There is a key to all of human striving and a key to the 
ultimate fulfilment of all reality. That key is union with the living 
person of Jesus of Nazareth, risen from the dead, seated at the right 
hand of the Father, and present in his body the Church of which he is 
the head. His presence here on earth can be located. He resides in the 
Church he founded on the rock of Simon Peter, and he acts through its 
ministry, its teaching, its Sacraments and its life. Let us then live in 
him and do all we can to bring him to the world. 
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Thursday of the Twenty-second Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 86 (85): 3, 5 Have mercy on me, O Lord, 
for I cry to you all the day long. O Lord, you are good and forgiving, 
full of mercy to all who call to you. 

Collect God of might, giver of every good gift, put into our hearts the 
love of your name, so that, by deepening our sense of reverence, you 
may nurture in us what is good and, by your watchful care, keep safe 
what you have nurtured. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Colossians 1:9-14; Psalm97; Luke 5:1-11 

One day as Jesus was standing by the Lake of Gennesaret, with the 
people crowding round him and listening to the word of God, he saw at 
the water’s edge two boats, left there by the fishermen, who were 
washing their nets. He got into one of the boats, the one belonging to 
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Simon, and asked him to put out a little from shore. Then he sat down 
and taught the people from the boat. When he had finished speaking, 
he said to Simon, Put out into deep water, and let down the nets for a 
catch. Simon answered, Master, we’ve worked hard all night and 
haven’t caught anything. But because you say so, I will let down the 
nets. When they had done so, they caught such a large number offish 
that their nets began to break. So they signalled to their partners in the 
other boat to come and help them, and they came and filled both boats 
so full that they began to sink. When Simon Peter saw this, he fell at 
Jesus ’ knees and said, Go away from me, Lord; I am a sinful man! For 
he and all his companions were astonished at the catch offish they had 
taken, and so were James and John, the sons of Zebedee, Simon’s 
partners. Then Jesus said to Simon, Don’t be afraid; from now on you 
will catch men. So they pulled their boats up on shore, left everything 
and followed him. (Luke 5:1-11) 

The Mission One of the great questions that has occupied the minds 
of many scholars in the past century has been the essence of 
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Christianity . Christianity has had numerous forms, but what, they have 
asked, is its essence? This is not the time to deal with such a question 
except to discuss a feature of the Christian religion which must be 
regarded as of its essence. I refer to its missionary dynamism. At the 
essence of the Christian religion there is a profound impulse to spread, 
and to spread universally. Other religions have spread, and some have 
spread widely. Islam and Buddhism can be found in numerous 
countries, but a case can be made for considering each of these as 
having spread mainly because of the spread of particular cultures with 
which they were long identified. This is a factor in the spread of 
Christianity too but from the beginning Christ intended that faith in him 
be universal. It is a source of constant inspiration that before he 
ascended into heaven he charged his disciples to go to the whole world 
and make disciples of all the nations. Their love for and following of 
him involved a strenuous effort to bring all others to faith in him. We 
see the beginnings of this in our Gospel passage today. We read that 
when Jesus had finished speaking, he said to Simon, “Put out into deep 
water, and let down the nets for a catch. Simon answered, Master, 
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we’ve worked hard all night and haven 7 caught anything. But because 
you say so, I will let down the nets. When they had done so, they caught 
such a large number of fish that their nets began to break. So they 
signalled to their partners in the other boat to come and help them, and 
they came and filled both boats so full that they began to sink." This 
miracle was a sign of the vocation to which Christ was about to call 
them. “ Then Jesus said to Simon, Don 7 be afraid; from now on you 
will catch men. So they pulled their boats up on shore, left everything 
and followed him ” (Luke 5: 1-11). Their mission was to follow him and 
invite all others to follow him too. 

Let us notice a few features of this call of Simon and the other 
disciples. They were ordinary men and indeed they knew they were 
sinners. “ Leave me, Lord, for I am a sinful man," Simon could not help 
but say. So too do all genuine disciples of Christ say this. Nevertheless 
they have the high calling of sharing in the mission of the Master, 
which is to bring him to all, and to bring all to him — in other words to 
be fishers of men. Furthermore, it was by the power of Christ that 
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Simon made his catch of fish and it was a striking act of divine power. 
So too in the life of the Church, it is by the power of Christ that the 
Church and her members strive to bring others to Jesus, and it is by his 
grace that their efforts bear fruit. If they spend the whole night, as it 
were, catching nothing, yet they will still hope. They know that it is 
Christ, the living Jesus, who is working with them. They are not 
seeking fish but men and women who have free wills and who are 
burdened by sin. Grace must penetrate the hearts of fallen men before 
there is a turning to God. But Christ is at work in the life and mission 
of the Church, and the time will come for the catch. The great 
protagonist in the life of the Church is Christ himself and his divine 
Spirit. This gives to the Church’s members faith and hope, showing 
itself in love, a love that works for the salvation of souls. There is this 
further point. The ordinariness of Simon and his friends who left all to 
follow Jesus reminds us of the importance of the ordinary Christian in 
the mission of the Church. The ordinary person plays an indispensable 
role in the redemptive mission of the Church, because where he is, no 
one else is there to do the work of Christ. It is in his family, at his 
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workplace, among his acquaintances, that the work of the Church 
bringing others to Christ is effected. If he does not do it, no-one will. It 
is to the ordinary faithful that Christ says in all seriousness: “From now 
on you will catch men.” 

Let us place ourselves in the company of Simon Peter. His 
successor leads Christ’s Church in following Christ and in seeking to 
bring all others into contact with him. Essential to the work of the 
entire Church and to the calling of each and all of her members is the 
mission to catch men for Christ. It is Christ who, through his members, 
is striving to catch them, catch them from the forces of evil and sin, 
catch them for life everlasting, catch them from the fires of hell and 
thus bring them to an eternity of joy with him. 
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Friday of the Twenty-second Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 86 (85): 3, 5 Have mercy on me, O Lord, 
for I cry to you all the day long. O Lord, you are good and forgiving, 
full of mercy to all who call to you. 

Collect God of might, giver of every good gift, put into our hearts the 
love of your name, so that, by deepening our sense of reverence, you 
may nurture in us what is good and, by your watchful care, keep safe 
what you have nurtured. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Colossians 1:15-20; Psalm 99; Luke 5:33-39 

The Pharisees and the scribes said to Jesus, John’s disciples often fast 
and pray, and so do the disciples of the Pharisees, but yours go on 
eating and drinking. Jesus answered, Can you make the guests of the 
bridegroom fast while he is with them? But the time will come when the 
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bridegroom will be taken from them; in those days they will fast. He 
told them this parable: No-one tears a patch from a new garment and 
sews it on an old one. If he does, he will have torn the new garment, 
and the patch from the new will not match the old. And no-one pours 
new wine into old wineskins. If he does, the new wine will burst the 
skins, the wine will run out and the wineskins will be ruined. No, new 
wine must be poured into new wineskins. And no-one after drinking old 
wine wants the new, for he says, 'The old is better. ’ (Luke 5:33-39) 

Christ First People have various images of the religious person. 
Some imagine him fasting or engaged in some form of self-denial, and 
this, to a greater or lesser extent, is certainly part of genuine religion. 
We see fasting in practitioners of the various religions of the world. 
Some imagine the religious person praying, and praying to an unusual 
degree. Others imagine him deeply engaged in service to the poor and 
in almsgiving. In our Gospel passage today the Pharisees and the 
scribes, who were characteristically disposed to be critical of Jesus, 
came to him with an objection which perhaps they thought would 
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embarrass him. The disciples of those who are religious fast and pray, 
they said, but your disciples “go on eating and drinking.” Our Lord on 
at least one other occasion had things to say about the prayer and 
fasting of the scribes and the Pharisees. They did it to attract the 
adulation of men. That aside, it seems that our Lord’s disciples were 
not, at this stage, at all noted for their prayer and fasting — at least for 
their fasting. When this point was put to our Lord, he did not deny it. 
He did not say, you do not know what they are doing in secret (and he 
taught that we ought pray, fast and give alms “in secret”). Our Lord’s 
answer to the scribes and Pharisees implies that, no, they are not fasting 
in any great way just yet. They will in due course, but at the moment 
they are not — and why? They are not fasting because I am with them. 
Apart from anything else, this reply alone shows that our Lord was very 
human and flexible. He says, my being with them is a cause of great 
celebration. Let nothing distract them from me and my words. Let 
them come to know and love me first, and then the time will be right for 
a regime of fasting and prayer. So, as is the case often in the Gospels, 
the criticism of the scribes and Pharisees gives our Lord the opportunity 
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to point to his own person. He is what truly matters and his disciples 
must learn this. He transcends in importance all the practices of 
religion. 

This point is then emphasised. He is no ordinary religious 
teacher, as are the scribes and the Pharisees who have their disciples. 
Nor is he just a prophet who gathers disciples around him. He 
transcends all of them. He, in fact, is the bridegroom of God’s people 
come among them to prepare for the wedding. “ Jesus answered, Can 
you make the guests of the bridegroom fast while he is with them? But 
the time will come when the bridegroom will be taken from them; in 
those days they will fast ” (Luke 5: 33-39). Yahweh God described 
himself as the husband of his people, and the prophets, speaking in his 
name, time and again appealed to the people to return to him who had 
betrothed them. Their unfaithfulness to the covenant was a form of 
adultery. Our Lord identifies himself as the bridegroom , the one 
bridegroom of the people. He has come, and what is appropriate at this 
particular point is that they be with him and rejoice in his friendship and 
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choice of them. It is interesting that during his public ministry we see 
our Lord spending a great deal of time instructing his disciples, sending 
them out on mission and drawing them into his friendship, but we do 
not see him imposing a strict plan of prayer, penance and almsgiving on 
them. We get the impression from the words of the scribes and 
Pharisees that they and John the Baptist did have their disciples 
following such a plan. Our Lord was patient and gradual. The 
important thing at this point for him was that they come to know him, 
love him and above all truly believe in him. One of the high points of 
the Gospel is Simon’s declaration of Christ’s nature and mission. He 
was the Messiah, the Son of God. They had to come to know him, for 
he is the centre of revealed religion. Once this basis was established, he 
would come to the matter of prayer and fasting. Moreover, once he had 
been glorified the Holy Spirit would come and lead them to the full 
truth. The prayer and fasting would come. That is to say, let first 
things be first. 
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Indeed, let first things be first. The most important thing in 
religion is to be with Jesus, to know and love him, to serve him and to 
live for him. He is at the centre of everything. He is the bridegroom. 
Whatever we do in prayer, self-denial and service of others must have 
him at the centre. Nothing must distract us from him and his love and 
service, for he is the Bridegroom. As the Bridegroom he is the cause of 
our joy. 
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Saturday of the Twenty-second Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 86 (85): 3, 5 Have mercy on me, O Lord, 
for I cry to you all the day long. O Lord, you are good and forgiving, 
full of mercy to all who call to you. 

Collect God of might, giver of every good gift, put into our hearts the 
love of your name, so that, by deepening our sense of reverence, you 
may nurture in us what is good and, by your watchful care, keep safe 
what you have nurtured. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Colossians 1:21-23; Psalm 53; Luke 6:1-5 

One Sabbath Jesus was going through the cornfields, and his disciples 
began to pick some ears of corn, rub them in their hands and eat the 
grain. Some of the Pharisees asked, Why are you doing what is 
unlawful on the Sabbath? Jesus answered them, Have you never read 
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what David did when he and his companions were hungry? He entered 
the house of God, and taking the consecrated bread, he ate what is 
lawful only for priests to eat. And he also gave some to his 
companions. Then Jesus said to them, The Son of Man is Lord of the 
Sabbath. (Luke 6:1-5) 

The Sabbath To the contemporary mind, the objection of some of 
the Pharisees in today’s Gospel appears rather odd. We read that "one 
Sabbath Jesus was going through the cornfields and his disciples began 
to pick some ears of corn, rub them in their hands and eat the grain.” 
Perhaps the disciples had had a busy morning with little chance to eat. 
Our Lord may have spoken in the synagogue and ministered to the 
people. His disciples were hungry and so they picked ears of com for 
themselves as they were passing through cornfields. For merely 
picking those ears of corn they were accused by some of the Pharisees 
of violating the Sabbath rest. The Sabbath observance was a linchpin of 
the life of the chosen people and numerous regulations had slowly been 
developed to protect its observance by Jewish society. Of course, these 
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numerous regulations were absolutely excessive, as Christ pointed out. 
Nevertheless, one question we ought ask ourselves in our secular 
society is, to what extent do we take the Sabbath, — which for the 
Christian is the Sunday — seriouslyl The observance of the Sabbath by 
worship and rest from distracting work is one of the Ten 
Commandments. We are commanded to make it the Lord’s Day. Our 
temptation is not to be like the Pharisees in their insistence on a 
multitude of regulations that in effect stifle the observance of the 
Sabbath. In fact, our temptation is to ignore it altogether. The majority 
of people do not worship on the Sabbath. God is largely ignored on that 
day. The institution of Sunday rest from normal everyday work is 
welcome by most but simply as a day of suspension of normal routine, 
with little reference to God. Even so, many unhesitatingly forego that 
rest in order to work on some part-time salaried job. Our Gospel scene 
today (Luke 6: 1-5) indirectly reminds us of the very important place 
the observance of the Sabbath day should occupy in the lives of those 
who accept God’s Revelation. It should be observed as the Lord’s Day. 


What benefits would come from its observance! 
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But more than anything, our Gospel passage brings before us the 
figure of Jesus. The Pharisees criticised our Lord for his disciples 
failing to observe the Sabbath in the way this was expected by them. 
Our Lord answered by setting before them the example of the great 
David: he did not require what you are requiring, he said. This alone 
ought make you hesitant about what you choose to insist on. Again, if 
David felt authorised to determine how he ought observe the Sabbath, 
how much more can the Son of Man determine the observance of the 
Sabbath. For the Son of Man is Lord of the Sabbath. Jesus, as he does 
time and again during his public ministry, places himself at the 
forefront and claims a unique and supreme authority. How striking this 
expression must have seemed to the scribes and Pharisees! The Sabbath 
was sacred in all of society, and to protect its sanctity numerous laws 
had been instituted. Yet here was someone claiming to be the Master of 
the Sabbath itself. Our Lord himself, of course, observed and 
profoundly respected the Sabbath. We read that when he returned to his 
home town he went to the synagogue on the Sabbath day as he usually 
did. We read that during and throughout his public ministry he went to 
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the synagogues on the Sabbath and preached to the people. Here he is 
claiming to be able and authorised to determine how the Sabbath is to 
be lived. He is Lord of the Sabbath — a title and office which the 
average scribe and Pharisee would think as applying to God alone. Yet 
Jesus used it of himself. We are reminded by our Lord’s words of his 
claim to have all authority in heaven and on earth. He is Lord. We are 
also reminded that he himself is the heart and soul of the Sabbath. It is 
he whom we worship every Sunday, and he is our exemplar of its 
observance. We ought to make the Sunday the Lord’s day, Christ’s 
day. Imagine the spiritual good that will come to both individuals and 
society if the Lord’s Day is truly observed! 

Anyone who has the ambition to grow in the Christian life must 
resolve on a plan. There has to be a plan of life. Central to that plan 
must be the observance of the third commandment that we keep the 
Sabbath Day holy. How are we to do this? We do it by placing God 
and his Son Jesus Christ at the centre of the Sunday. It means 
participating in worship, which for the Catholic means participating in 
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holy Mass, and it means if possible refraining from ordinary salaried 
work that could distract us from the purpose of the Sunday. Let us 
resolve to observe the Sabbath day so as to be able more easily to 
acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord, and Lord of the Sabbath too. 

-- 





1975 


Twenty-third Sunday of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 119 (118): 137, 124 You are just, O Lord, and 
your judgment is right; treat your servant in accord with your merciful 
love. 

Collect O God, by whom we are redeemed and receive adoption, look 
graciously upon your beloved sons and daughters, that those who 
believe in Christ may receive true freedom and an everlasting 
inheritance. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. 

Scripture today : Ezechiel 33:7-9; Psalm 94; 

Romans 13: 8-10; Matthew 18:15-20 

Jesus said to his disciples: If your brother sins against you, go and 
show him his fault, just between the two of you. If he listens to you, you 
have won your brother over. But if he will not listen, take one or two 
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others along, so that ‘every matter may be established by the testimony 
of two or three witnesses. ’ If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the 
church; and if he refuses to listen even to the church, treat him as you 
would a pagan or a tax collector. I tell you the truth, whatever you 
bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth 
will be loosed in heaven. Again, I tell you that if two of you on earth 
agree about anything you ask for, it will be done for you by my Father 
in heaven. For where two or three come together in my name, there am 
I with them. (Matthew 18:15-20) 

Society and Religion In our Gospel passage today our Lord speaks of 
sinning against another, and of the importance of striving to bring about 
a conversion from sin. “If your brother sins against you, go and show 
him his fault... If he listens to you, you have won your brother over ” 
(Matthew 18: 15-20). Though the immediate context of our Lord’s 
words would seem to be the life of the Church, there is a sense in which 
it applies to society at large. Let us consider the passage in relation to 
man’s life in society. The fact is that society is essential for the 
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fulfilment of our human calling, and basically we all know this. We 
know that we need the society of others. We need the help of others if 
we are to develop. We are social, and we need society to grow in our 
potential. The more society understands the various dimensions of a 
true human development and their relative importance, the more it will 
be able to help its members to reach their true potential, as God intends. 
The problem is that society all too often considers human development 
in narrow and minimal terms. For instance, if the economy is 
flourishing, then many think that society has done its proper work. Or 
if there is political debate, or action on the environment, or if various 
other aspects of material development are being attended to, then again, 
society thinks it is doing all it should do for the betterment of man. But 
if society and its citizens are to flourish, all must understand that certain 
dimensions of human development are more important than others. The 
physical and material dimensions of man’s welfare are of less 
importance than his interior and spiritual ones. The most important 
dimensions of man’s life, the interior and spiritual ones, must also be 
helped to flourish. Numerous examples could be given. Let one suffice 
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here: religious faith. Many in society would relegate the life of faith to 
the private sphere and make of it a matter of mere personal opinion. 
Hence the flourishing of faith is, on principle, left unassisted by society. 
It is often deemed that only matters of logical and empirical verification 
ought be the object of society’s efforts on behalf of its members — 
matters such as housing, material prosperity, educational excellence, the 
arts and so forth. 

That is to say, the dimension of religious faith is commonly 
thought to be outside the concerns of society. But inasmuch as human 
history shows that religion is normally at the heart of culture and 
society, it should be obvious that man’s betterment will, to a point, 
depend on what society does to enable religion to flourish. In society’s 
goals, thought must be given not only to material means — such as 
salaries and economic benefits — but to the ultimate ends of man. If it 
fails to do this, then individuals will be spiritually impoverished, and 
society will decline in its structures and life. In a secular culture, man’s 
spiritual and moral capacities and calling can easily be forgotten. To 
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take an obvious example, the objective fact of sin is ignored in a secular 
society. The word “sin” is just not used. Hence the avoidance of sin, 
and one’s relation to God, is left to the individual. In turn this means 
that the structures and conditions of a society are allowed to develop in 
ways that encourage inducements to sin and the denial or at least the 
forgetfulness of God. Sin and God are counted as purely private 
persuasions, and therefore as of marginal importance for man. The 
exception to this is the sin that has a direct empirical bearing: in other 
words the sin that harms society in an empirical way. It is when sin is 
deemed a crime that it is addressed by society. Hence, inducement to 
theft does not attract sanctions because it is sinful, but because it leads 
to material harm and loss. Religion is protected if it is seen to benefit 
society in a tangible and material way. Of course, there are degrees to 
which this is the case in any one society and there are plenty of 
exceptions to what I have said, but the point I am making is that a 
secular society tends to ignore the ultimate end of man and his most 
important dimensions. It ignores sin as such, and is uninterested in the 
turning away from sin. It allows man’s best interests and higher 
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dimensions to decline and be forgotten. The result is that the 
institutions and living conditions of society can be profoundly 
corrupted. Social sin is neglected. 

All this is to say that society for its own sake must be helped to 
recognize sin and to convert. Where sin has perverted the social 
climate, it is necessary to call for conversion of hearts and for the grace 
of God to obtain social changes that may really serve each person and 
the whole person. Charity, which requires and makes possible the 
practice of justice, is the greatest social commandment. Not only must 
individuals turn away from sin, but so must society and its institutions. 
We who make up the Church ought, in our daily life, strive to draw the 
society around us to a recognition of sin and to conversion , so that 
society will help man truly to flourish. 

Further reading : The Catechism of the Catholic Church, no. 1886-1889 
(Conversion and society) 
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Monday of the Twenty-third Week of Ordinary Time 


Entrance Antiphon Ps 119 (118): 137, 124 You are just, O Lord, and 
your judgment is right; treat your servant in accord with your merciful 
love. 

Collect O God, by whom we are redeemed and receive adoption, look 
graciously upon your beloved sons and daughters, that those who 
believe in Christ may receive true freedom and an everlasting 
inheritance. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. 

Scripture today : Colossians 1:24-2:3; Psalm 61; Luke 6:6-11 

On another Sabbath Jesus went into the synagogue and was teaching, 
and a man was there whose right hand was shrivelled. The Pharisees 
and the teachers of the law were looking for a reason to accuse Jesus, 
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so they watched him closely to see if he would heed on the Sabbath. But 
Jesus knew what they were thinking and said to the man with the 
shrivelled hand, Get up and stand in front of everyone. So he got up 
and stood there. Then Jesus said to them, I ask you, which is lawful on 
the Sabbath: to do good or to do evil, to save life or to destroy it? He 
looked round at them all, and then said to the man, Stretch out your 
hand. He did so, and his hand was completely restored. But they were 
furious and began to discuss with one another what they might do to 
Jesus. (Luke 6:6-11) 

Christ and Sin Let our minds go back. The Pope is formally 
invited by the British Prime Minister to visit the United Kingdom and 
he accepts the invitation (2010). It will be a three-day visit, during 
which he will beatify the great English Cardinal, John Henry Newman. 
He will meet the sovereign, address representatives of all England at 
Westminister Hall, and will be the person of the hour during his three- 
day visit to the nation. The Pope, in the view of a vociferous minority, 
is an unwelcome guest because of all he stands for, and they set about 
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to cause a profoundly mixed welcome. The British broadcaster 
Channel 4 appoints a known gay rights campaigner and one of the 
founders of the organisation “Protest the Pope,” to prepare an “objective 
and impartial” one hour film on Benedict XVI. It is to be screened at 
the time of the Papal visit. Everyone knows the ilk of the film producer 
and of Channel 4, and it is obvious that the Pope will be cast in an 
unfavourable and cynical light. It will encourage controversy and even 
hostility to the person of the Pope, no matter what might be the 
goodness, humility, accomplishments and magnanimity of Benedict 
XVI himself. They will, to use the words that appear in our Gospel 
today, be looking for a reason to accuse him. It is all part of a piece in 
the critical stance of the Guardian, Channel 4 and the BBC itself 
towards the Pope and his visit to England. Ah! Benedict is walking in 
the footsteps of the Master, carrying the Cross ahead of the other 
disciples. In our Gospel today, our Lord enters the synagogue and 
proceeds to teach. A man was there whose right hand was shriveled. 
There were others there in the congregation: Pharisees and teachers of 
the law, and they were watching carefully what would happen as soon 
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as Jesus finished speaking. Would he observe the Sabbath, or would he 
break it by healing — doing work on the Sabbath Day? Their intent is 
then succinctly explained. They were looking for a reason to accuse 
him , him who is the Son of God made man. There was no sin in him, 
and nothing, objectively speaking, to have caused a suspicion of 
breaking the Law of God. Yet they watch for a reason to accuse him. 

Our Gospel today (Luke 6:6-11) presents two great sides. There 
is the side of Christ and holiness, and there is the side of sin and 
opposition to Christ. On the side of sin, the protagonists consider that 
they are doing a work for God — this is the obfuscating self¬ 
justification that has blinded their hearts. They seek a reason to accuse 
him: thus manifesting the evil disposition of their hearts. Sunk in sin, 
they think they are good. They attack the Son of God, him who is all¬ 
holy, and wish to accuse him of being a sinner and a violator of God’s 
Law. Their great blindness is culpable. Their blindness is their own 
doing and they will be held responsible for it. I cannot help but think 
that their sinful self-justification and blindness as to the evil of their 
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hearts reflects the outlook of Satan himself. In the cast and disposition 
of his will Satan is wholly evil, sunk in terrible and undying sin. In his 
dark and culpable blindness he is confirmed in a blind self-justification. 
He does not accuse himself in his opposition to God and Christ. Rather, 
he accuses Christ. In the Gospel of St John our Lord tells his enemies 
that their father is the Devil. They do what their father is doing. In the 
book of Job, we read of Satan accusing the just man Job before the 
throne of God. Satan is the grand accuser, while the Holy Spirit who is 
the Spirit of Christ, is our Advocate and Defender. Consider, now, the 
strength of this sinful disposition and what we might even call the 
helplessness of Christ when confronted with it. He could not make 
headway with it. “ Then Jesus said to them, I ask you, which is lawful 
on the Sabbath: to do good or to do evil, to save life or to destroy it? He 
looked round at them all, and then said to the man, Stretch out your 
hand. He did so, and his hand was completely restored. But they were 
furious and began to discuss with one another what they might do to 
Jesus ” (Luke 6:6-11). In this scene we see two powers. On the one 
hand there is the all-holy Power of Christ, and on the other hand there is 
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the terrible power of deliberate sin. Our Lord taught that there is even a 
sin — against the Holy Spirit — that is eternal. 

Sin can be implacable. It sought to find reason even to accuse 
the Son of God. Sin has been overcome, and it took the death of Christ 
on the Cross to do it. Sin has been overcome, but the victory has to be 
brought to and accepted by each person in a spirit of repentance and 
faith. Let us contemplate our Gospel scene today meditating on the two 
great sides: Christ and sin. Christ is and will be the Victor, and we have 
in our faith the victory over sin and the world. Let us take our stand 
with Christ, then, and never make a deliberate overture to sin. The 
smile of sin is the face of death. 
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Tuesday of the Twenty-third Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 119 (118): 137, 124 You are just, O Lord, and 
your judgment is right; treat your servant in accord with your merciful 
love. 

Collect O God, by whom we are redeemed and receive adoption, look 
graciously upon your beloved sons and daughters, that those who 
believe in Christ may receive true freedom and an everlasting 
inheritance. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. 

Scripture today : Colossians 2:6-15; Psalm 144; Luke 6:12-19 

One of those days Jesus went out to a mountainside to pray, and spent 
the night praying to God. When morning came, he called his disciples 
to him and chose twelve of them, whom he cdso designated apostles: 
Simon (whom he named Peter), his brother Andrew, James, John, 
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Philip, Bartholomew, Matthew, Thomas, James son of Alphaeus, Simon 
who was called the Zealot, Judas son of James, and Judas Iscariot, who 
became a traitor. He went down with them and stood on a level place. 
A large crowd of his disciples was there and a great number of people 
from all over Judea, from Jerusalem, and from the coast of Tyre and 
Sidon, who had come to hear him and to be healed of their diseases. 
Those troubled by evil spirits were cured, and the people cdl tried to 
touch him, because power was coming from him and heeding them all. 
(Luke 6:12-19) 

The Church Our Gospel scene today describes a turning point in our 
Lord’s ministry. John the Baptist had preached repentance, exhorting 
the people to prepare for the One who was coming. God was coming in 
his Anointed One, and John proceeded to point to Jesus as this One who 
was promised. Christ was baptized and (after his 40 days in the 
wilderness) began to preach the coming of the Kingdom of God. God’s 
rule was nigh and he authenticated his claim by the miracles he worked. 
The Kingdom of God was preached, crowds followed, disciples 
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listened, and many of them wondered what the Kingdom of God would 
entail for them. One question still to be answered was, how was entry 
into it to be gained? How was one to become a citizen of the Kingdom 
preached and revealed by Jesus? Indeed, what exactly was the 
Kingdom? In our Gospel today Christ takes a new step. From his 
disciples he chose twelve, henceforth to be known as the Twelve and 
whom he himself designated his Apostles, or envoys ( apostoloi ). They 
were to be his special companions and as his representatives were to 
share in an altogether special way in his mission of establishing the 
Kingdom of God. There were twelve of them, suggesting a new 
beginning for the chosen people of God, with new patriarchs 
reminiscent of the twelve patriarchs of old with the twelve tribes of 
Israel that issued from them. It was a new beginning, in a sense a new 
people gathering up into itself and fulfilling the old. The new and 
central factor was our Lord himself. He is the heart and soul of the 
Kingdom. Furthermore, to enter this kingdom one must, in the plan of 
God, enter this people that was gathered around Jesus and the Twelve 
— though of course, for those who, through no fault of their own, had 
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no way of entering into explicit contact with Jesus and the Twelve, then 
doubtlessly God would draw them into his rule in ways known to him 
alone. All this is to say that the new step Christ was now taking was to 
lay the foundations of his Church built on himself and the Twelve. 

Our Gospel passage today (Luke 6: 12-19) reminds us of the 
Church which Christ founded on the Twelve, with Simon whom he 
named the Rock at their head. They were founded as one body with 
him, and at the Last Supper he would pray that they would all be one as 
he and the Father were one. How tragic has been the break-up of 
Christ’s faithful with so many, sincere in their love for Christ, separated 
from Peter and the Twelve! There are Christian bodies almost without 
number separated from one another. Compare this with what Christ 
instituted as we see it portrayed in our Gospel passage today. We ought 
pray for that Christian unity intended by Christ and in which all may be 
one, in order that the world may believe that Jesus is the one who was 
sent. There is a further point arising from our Gospel passage today. 
There is a view of the Christian religion summarised in the caption, 
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Christ yes, the Church no! In the minds of many, Christ is to be 
regarded as separated from the Church. That is to say, while he is 
accepted, the Church is not. But this is not what is shown in our Gospel 
passage today. Christ is united to his Church as it is embodied in the 
Twelve. They are chosen to be with him, to be one with him, and to be 
sent out as his envoys. He who hears you, hears me, he said. It is 
through them that people would come into contact with Christ and his 
teaching. And so it is in the plan of God. God’s plan is that the living 
risen Jesus, now at the right hand of his Father in heaven, lives also in 
the midst of the Church which is his body. The great Reality within the 
Church is the person of Jesus, just as in our Gospel passage today the 
great Reality in the midst of the Twelve was the person of Jesus. Just as 
Jesus could not be separated from the Twelve in his plan, so too the 
Church cannot be separated from Jesus. The Church is Christ’s body 
and his spouse. He is her Head and her Bridegroom. If we wish to live 
in Jesus, the plan of God is that we do so as members of his Church. 
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Let us place ourselves in our Gospel scene today and gaze on 
Jesus in the midst of the Twelve. It is a picture of the Church in 
embryo. The Holy Spirit would be sent at Pentecost and this Church in 
embryo would be born, with the Twelve as its visible foundation. 
Simon Peter would be its visible head, with Christ the invisible head 
and rock. Let us love the Church, for Christ loves the Church and laid 
down his life for her. Through the Church we enter into union with 
Jesus and live in him. 
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Wednesday of the Twenty-third Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 119 (118): 137, 124 You are just, O Lord, and 
your judgment is right; treat your servant in accord with your merciful 
love. 

Collect O God, by whom we are redeemed and receive adoption, look 
graciously upon your beloved sons and daughters, that those who 
believe in Christ may receive true freedom and an everlasting 
inheritance. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. 

Scripture today : Colossians 3:1-11; Psalm 144; Luke 6:20-26 

Looking at his disciples, Jesus said: Blessed are you who are poor, for 
yours is the kingdom of God. Blessed are you who hunger now, for you 
will be satisfied. Blessed are you who weep now, for you will laugh. 
Blessed are you when men hate you, when they exclude you and insult 
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you and reject your name as evil, because of the Son of Man. Rejoice in 
that day and leap for joy, because great is your reward in heaven. For 
that is how their fathers treated the prophets. But woe to you who are 
rich, for you have cdready received your comfort. Woe to you who are 
well fed now, for you will go hungry. Woe to you who laugh now, for 
you will mourn and weep. Woe to you when cdl men speak well of you, 
for that is how their fathers treated the false prophets. (Luke 6: 20-26) 

The Choice As we think of what Christ says in our Gospel passage 
today, we ought ask ourselves what is it that is driving our daily life. 
What is it that we regard as fundamentally important and therefore the 
proper object of our daily efforts? For the parent, we could put it this 
way: What values and goals are my children gradually picking up from 
living with me and observing me? Our Lord puts things dramatically 
and starkly. He says, blessed are you who are poor, for yours is the 
kingdom of God. Our Lord sets forth those who in their mind, heart and 
soul choose to seek the kingdom of God , and who in their hearts do not 
cling to the things of this world. The kingdom of God is, essentially, 
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the person of Christ and union with him. St Paul writes that life for him 
is Christ. It is Christ, he writes, who lives in him. He, therefore, 
possessed the kingdom of God, and all else he saw as refuse by 
comparison. But woe to those, our Lord continues, who in their hearts 
seek only the wealth and joys that this world offers. That is all that they 
will have: they have already received their comfort. Our Lord is 
speaking of what man chooses to set his heart upon. Is it to be God, or 
is it to be what is not of God? In this sense, our Lord continues his stark 
contrasts. The one who is blessed is the one who hungers now, the one 
who weeps now, the one who is hated now. He is speaking of the one 
who does not seek his heart’s satisfaction in the satisfactions and joys 
that this world offers, be it wealth, food and drink, entertainment and 
popularity. These have a place in the good life, but they must not be 
life’s goal and happiness. The disciple sets his heart on the kingdom of 
God which is none other than the person of Christ and union with him, 
following his way and making his intentions one’s own. In our passage 
today our Lord places before his disciples a stark choice between his 
way and the way of the world and self-indulgence. Behind each of 



1996 


these two ways is the sinister figure of Satan. Ultimately there are two 
Standards, the Standard of Christ and the Standard of Satan. We must 
make a choice. 

Making such a choice involves attaching one’s heart to the 
person of Jesus and detaching one’s heart from all that in effect takes 
one’s heart away from him. Both these elements involve a life-long 
struggle. There are plenty of parallels to this in life. If a spouse 
resolves to love his married partner with all his heart, this will involve a 
great struggle to renounce anything that entices him to self-interest. It 
would be impossible without the help of God’s grace because man is a 
fallen and sinful creature. For this reason God has made marriage 
between two Christians a Sacrament, provided their marriage is in 
accord with the law of Christ. The motive of the struggle will be love 
for his spouse. So it is too, in one’s relationship with Christ. One must 
become totally attached to him and detached from all that draws one 
away from him. This will, of course, be impossible without the aid of 
grace, that grace granted by God in Baptism and nourished by the other 
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Sacraments and all that the Church offers in its ministry. So, depending 
on and asking for this divine grace, the disciple of Christ every day 
strives to live in him and for him. He struggles against the natural 
tendency to love of self, expressed in seeking the things of this world. 
Our Lord in today’s Gospel speaks of rejoicing in the midst of 
tribulation. “ Blessed are you when men hate you, when they exclude 
you and insult you and reject your name as evil, because of the Son of 
Man. Rejoice in that day and leap for joy, because great is your reward 
in heaven ” (Luke 6: 20-26). He is expressing it vividly to show the joy 
that will come to the person who makes him, Jesus Christ, the object of 
his heart’s love. Such a person has a most bright prospect ahead, an 
eternity of happiness hereafter, giving to this life a profound and joyful 
hope that is denied the person who places all his hopes for happiness in 
this brief life. Saint John Fisher, the great bishop of Rochester in 
England who was martyred by Henry VIII, always had a human skull 
before him at his desk, reminding him that life is very short, and 


eternity is very long. 
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In a sense, the words of our Lord indicate that ultimately life is 
very simple in its choices. One side of the choice brings blessings, 
while the other brings woes. The one side is a choice for Christ, the 
other for self and this world. Let us choose to love and follow Christ, 
for it is there that true happiness lies. 
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Thursday of the Twenty-third Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 119 (118): 137, 124 You are just, O Lord, and 
your judgment is right; treat your servant in accord with your merciful 
love. 

Collect O God, by whom we are redeemed and receive adoption, look 
graciously upon your beloved sons and daughters, that those who 
believe in Christ may receive true freedom and an everlasting 
inheritance. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever ... 

Scripture today : Colossians 3:12-17; Psalm 150; Luke 6:27-38 

Jesus said to his disciples: But I tell you who hear me: Love your 
enemies, do good to those who hate you, bless those who curse you, 
pray for those who ill-treat you. If someone strikes you on one cheek, 
turn to him the other cdso. If someone takes your cloak, do not stop him 
from taking your tunic. Give to everyone who asks you, and if anyone 
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takes what belongs to you, do not demand it back. Do to others as you 
would have them do to you. If you love those who love you, what credit 
is that to you? Even ‘sinners ’ love those who love them. And if you do 
good to those who are good to you, what credit is that to you? Even 
‘sinners ’ do that. And if you lend to those from whom you expect 
repayment, what credit is that to you? Even ‘sinners ’ lend to ‘sinners ’, 
expecting to be repaid in full. But love your enemies, do good to them, 
and lend to them without expecting to get anything back. Then your 
reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Most High, because he 
is kind to the ungrateful and wicked. Be merciful, just as your Father is 
merciful. Do not judge, and you will not be judged. Do not condemn, 
and you will not be condemned. Forgive, and you will be forgiven. 
Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, 
shaken together and running over, will be poured into your lap. For 
with the measure you use, it will be measured to you. (Luke 6:27-38) 

Christian Love Perhaps the first thing to be said about the teaching 
in this Gospel passage is that it sets a very high benchmark. It asks of 
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the human heart the highest standard in its moral reaction to evil. All 
through human history an abiding problem has been the evil perpetrated 
on the innocent by free persons. Why do the wealthy oppress the poor? 
Why does a person kill an innocent person or harm him in some way? 
When it comes to natural disasters, or disasters brought about by human 
beings (such as an unprovoked attack or war, or a crime against 
humanity), why does God himself allow this to happen? It is the 
problem of evil that is caused by free persons and or allowed by God. 
Now, let us set aside the problem of evil seemingly allowed by God, 
and just consider the evil brought on or allowed by one’s fellows, for 
that is the situation addressed by our Lord’s words today: the injustices 
caused by one’s “enemies.” What does Christ say should be our moral 
response to this? He says, “ Love your enemies, do good to those who 
hate you, bless those who curse you, pray for those who ill-treat you.’’'’ 
Surely no one would deny that the teaching of Christ is truly exalted. It 
expects the highest moral response in the heart of the one being 
wronged, a response of love for the one causing the injury. The 
particular courses of action our Lord then urges are not so much 
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specific things that must be done in all circumstances. Rather they are 
vivid illustrations of his lesson of love for one’s enemies and for those 
who are inconvenient. “// someone strikes you on one cheek, turn to 
him the other also. If someone takes your cloak, do not stop him from 
taking your tunic. Give to everyone who asks you, and if anyone takes 
what belongs to you, do not demand it back ” (Luke 6: 27-38). Our Lord 
is making his point in graphic terms that in every circumstance our 
actions are to be inspired by love and never by hate or mere irritation, 
no matter how provoking or unjust the circumstance. I wonder whether 
the equal of this doctrine could be found in all philosophy and religion. 

Some might say that this teaching of Christ is foolish and 
impractical. But basically that response is merely utilitarian: it is based 
on what is deemed by the objector to be useful. Indeed, many would 
observe that by the same token a hateful or irritated response to evil is 
not useful either. It breeds more violence and vendetta. If we must be 
utilitarian, Christ’s teaching about love filling our hearts in all 
circumstances, including circumstances of evil, is surely the key to the 
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happiness and fulfilment of man. Even when evil must be resisted with 
force and when justice must be imposed on the wrongdoer — as 
common sense dictates that it must — Christ’s teaching about love for 
one’s enemies stands. Love must fill the heart of the one who suffers 
evil, the one who resists evil, and the one who must impose retribution 
on the wrongdoer. Even in a bloody war engaged against an oppressor, 
love must reign in the heart of the one thus resisting, and this will 
necessarily temper and influence the way that war, that just war, is 
conducted. Christ wants us to look on our enemy with love and never 
with hate. Well now, in practice this can seem incomprehensible, so we 
must ask what or who is our model in this, for we need a model if we 
are to understand what this striking doctrine entails. Our model is the 
Lord Jesus himself. He never failed in love, though, we may notice, he 
certainly resisted evil. Who were his enemies? Obviously Satan 
himself was his enemy and we see Christ throughout his public ministry 
driving him out and resisting him. The scribes, the Pharisees, the 
Sadducees, and the Herodians were his enemies, or at least very many 
of them. He resisted them. Judas, one of his very own, became his 
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enemy. But the heart of Christ was always full of love. On the cross 
we see him offer his final prayer to his heavenly Father in which he 
prays for those who placed him there, and who now were jeering at him 
challenging him to come down from the cross. Father, forgive them , he 
prayed, for they do not know what they are doing. If we want to 
understand his teaching of love for one’s enemies, we must contemplate 
the example of Jesus. 

Let us take our stand with Jesus and live in his company. Let us 
listen to his teaching and ponder on it carefully, resolving to live it in 
the ordinary details of everyday life. When we are hurt by another, or 
especially when we remember hurts caused by others in the past, let us 
remember what Christ teaches in our passage today, and start there and 
then with his grace and help to try to live his doctrine. Let us try to 
forgive and be magnanimous, with the example of Christ himself 
always at hand to inspire us. 
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Friday of the Twenty-third Week of Ordinary Time 


Entrance Antiphon Ps 119 (118): 137, 124 You are just, O Lord, and 
your judgment is right; treat your servant in accord with your merciful 
love. 

Collect O God, by whom we are redeemed and receive adoption, look 
graciously upon your beloved sons and daughters, that those who 
believe in Christ may receive true freedom and an everlasting 
inheritance. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. 

Scripture today : 1 Timothy 1:1-2.12-14; Psalm 15; Luke 6:39-42 

Jesus told this parable to his disciples: Can a blind man lead a blind 
man? Will they not both fall into a pit? A student is not above his 
teacher, but everyone who is fully trained will be like his teacher. Why 
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do you look at the speck of sawdust in your brother’s eye and pay no 
attention to the plank in your own eye? How can you say to your 
brother, ‘Brother, let me take the speck out of your eye, ’ when you 
yourself fail to see the plank in your own eye? You hypocrite, first take 
the plank out of your eye, and then you will see clearly to remove the 
speck from your brother’s eye. (Luke 6:39-42) 

The Plank It is a wholesome exercise to consider how much of one’s 
inner thought is spent in criticizing others. The average person would 
be unaware of the degree to which his thoughts are critical and unkind 
in respect to the defects and limitations of others with whom he works 
or lives. He is perhaps critical of members of his own family. His 
thoughts are critical of those with whom he works, and anger smolders 
in his heart. He is angry with people in the past who have been part of 
his life. Without being particularly conscious of it, in his own mind he 
often condemns others. Again, without being very aware of it, to a 
greater or lesser extent he would even be happy to see such people 
punished with harm done to them. Now, our Lord has something to say 
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about this frequent absorption in the defects of others. Consider what 
he says: “ Why do you look at the speck of sawdust in your brother’s eye 
and pay no attention to the plank in your own eye? How can you say to 
your brother, ‘Brother, let me take the speck out of your eye, ’ when you 
yourself fail to see the plank in your own eye? You hypocrite, first take 
the plank out of your eye, and then you will see clearly to remove the 
speck from your brother’s eye” (Luke 6: 39-42). That is to say, what 
we usually lack is a sense of our own defects and limitations. We tend 
to look benignly on them and diminish their seriousness while 
criticizing harshly those of others. Rather, we ought to treat others in 
our very thoughts, alone before the gaze of God, as we would like them 
to treat us. One of the striking features of truly holy people is that they 
are acutely conscious of their own faults, sins and limitations. As their 
lives draw to a close, lives that have been filled with good works and 
virtue, they primarily see what they have not done, or what they have 
done poorly. They are acutely conscious of their sins and, because of 
this, they tend to look with forgiveness and mercy on the sins of others 
unless it is their work to correct them. Further, they are very grateful. 
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One person who exemplified this sense of personal fault was the 
saintly Catholic bishop of the London district in the middle and second 
half of the eighteenth century. His name was Dr Richard Challoner, 
vicar apostolic of the London district who died in 1781 during his 
ninetieth year. All recognized the excellent work he had done and the 
holiness of his life. When he was nearly eighty he wrote a letter to his 
old friend, Bishop Hornyold, acknowledging the gift of a present from 
his friend. He asks for prayers, and writes “that the time is near in 
which I shall be called upon to give up an account of my stewardship. 
O dear brother, for our Lord’s sake earnestly pray that in his great 
mercy he would forgive my innumerable sins, and prepare me for that 
great appearance, in which I have reason to dread the account I must 
give not only for myself but for so many others, who through my fault 
or neglect, are walking on the way to perdition. Oh! ‘tis a melancholy 
thing to see the great decay of piety and religion among a great part of 
our people, and God grant this may not be imputed to me by reason of 
my sins and negligences. Therefore I once more beg your prayers....” 
(.Bishop Challoner , by M. Trappes-Lomax, p.227) He was very aware 
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of what he considered to be the plank in his own eye and so he was well 
able to see what was in the eye of others. He lived with the judgment of 
God before his mind’s eye. His humility before God was the 
foundation of not only his love for God but of his love for others and 
his merciful attitude towards them. In those moments of greater clarity 
when we see with greater perception our defects and failings, we ought 
take them to heart, and not attempt to escape the burden they constitute. 
We ought endeavour to ground ourselves in a deeper humility, for in 
this way we shall be able to assist others and serve God with greater 
genuineness. 

Let us exercise a strict watch over our thoughts of criticism and 
irritation at the defects of others. Let us correct those unkind thoughts 
by a deeper awareness of our own defects and sins. Let us remember 
that, as our Lord’s words suggest, our tendency will be to be highly 
conscious of the speck of dust in our brother’s eye while being 
oblivious to the log in our own. 
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Saturday of the Twenty-third Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 119 (118): 137, 124 You are just, O Lord, and 
your judgment is right; treat your servant in accord with your merciful 
love. 

Collect O God, by whom we are redeemed and receive adoption, look 
graciously upon your beloved sons and daughters, that those who 
believe in Christ may receive true freedom and an everlasting 
inheritance. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. 

Scripture today : 1 Timothy 1:15-17; Psalm 112; Luke 6: 3-49 

Jesus said to his disciples: No good tree bears bad fruit, nor does a bad 
tree bear good fruit. Each tree is recognised by its own fruit. People 
do not pick figs from thorn-bushes, or grapes from briers. The good 
man brings good things out of the good stored up in his heart, and the 
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evil man brings evil things out of the evil stored up in his heart. For out 
of the overflow of his heart his mouth speaks. Why do you call me, 
‘Lord, Lord, ’ and do not do what I say? / will show you what he is like 
who comes to me and hears my words and puts them into practice. He 
is like a man building a house, who dug down deep and laid the 
foundation on rock. When the flood came, the torrent struck that house 
but could not shake it, because it was well built. But the one who hears 
my words and does not put them into practice is like a man who built a 
house on the ground without a foundation. The moment the torrent 
struck that house, it collapsed and its destruction was complete. (Luke 
6: 43-49) 

The Parable The Church has defined that in becoming man, God 
took to himself a true human nature. This meant that he, divine person 
with a divine nature that he is, in time assumed to himself a human 
nature with its human will and human mind. He who acted by nature 
divinely began to act and function humanly as well. He thought and 
willed as a true man, a man of a particular culture, background and 
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mental constitution. His divine person became embodied with 
particular human features. God acquired a human face. As St Paul 
writes in one of his Letters, in Christ the fullness of the godhead resides 
bodily, and this meant with precise human characteristics. He was of a 
certain height, he had definite facial features probably very like those of 
his mother, his voice had a certain timbre and accent, his hair was of a 
certain colour, and he thought in a certain way. This limited human 
presence meant that God made himself truly one of us. The fact that 
this very human person claimed to be the infinite God posed a great test 
of faith. Consider the way our Lord in his manhood thought. His 
words in the Gospels do not suggest that he engaged in much pure 
abstract metaphysical thought, nor did he explain things metaphysically 
or abstractly. He was not an Athenian Greek but a Hebrew, and this 
was not the Hebrew way. Of course he could have cut through and 
immediately grasped anything of metaphysical bearing but that is not 
how he seems to have naturally thought, humanly speaking. How then 
did Christ think and teach? Considering his sayings as they are given to 
us in the Gospels, he seems to have inclined towards metaphor and 
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analogy. He immediately saw numerous connections with other similar 
things and used that similarity to explain his revelation. Profoundly 
immersed as he was in the Scriptures, he thought concretely and 
analogically. Beware of the yeast of the Pharisees, he observed when 
on the Lake with his disciples. The disciples thought he was talking 
about bread, but the “yeast” was the teaching of the Pharisees. I make 
this general point about the Incarnation to introduce Christ’s use of 
parable. 

Our Lord is known especially for his parables. He constructs 
stories drawn from real life. To make his doctrinal and moral point, he 
makes use of its similarity to certain elements of ordinary life that are 
familiar to his hearers. Take our Gospel passage today. ‘Wo good tree 
bears bad fruit, nor does a bad tree bear good fruit. Each tree is 
recognised by its own fruit. People do not pick figs from thorn-bushes, 
or grapes from briers. The good man brings good things out of the 
good stored up in his heart, and the evil man brings evil things out of 
the evil stored up in his heart. For out of the overflow of his heart his 
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mouth speaks ” (Luke 6: 43-49). Our Lord did not grow up in 
academies, nor was his family, community and world that of, say, the 
Athenian schools, but of the backwater village of Nazareth. His world 
was that of ordinary work, the daily life of his small family circle, his 
relatives, and the ordinary farming life of his relatives and 
acquaintances. It was all very concrete and it is in these concrete terms 
that the great God who became man for our salvation, chose to teach the 
human race the way of salvation that consists in union with him. In our 
Gospel passage our Lord takes an obvious truth from everyday life, that 
no good tree bears bad fruit, nor does a bad tree bear good fruit. His 
audience all knew this and his use of this everyday fact immediately 
drew their minds and hearts into a fundamental teaching. What matters 
is the moral constitution of the heart and soul of man, man’s very heart. 
Let us notice even the word, “heart.” It is a classic expression, of 
course, but concrete and easily visualized. It is a metaphor referring to 
the very soul of man, the essential and immaterial core of his person. 
Christ says that the soul of a man ought be a “good tree” bearing “good 
fruit.” He asks that we bring our religion to the very core of our persons 
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so that not only our actions but their very source, our “hearts” be good. 
More than anything, it is at that level that our Lord wants us to be his 
disciples. A religion genuinely of the heart will not only manifest itself 
in deeds, but those deeds will be the proof of a religion of the heart. 

Let us immerse our minds and hearts in the very human 
character of our Lord’s person. He is God but truly man. His teaching 
is so very accessible because it is cast and conveyed in such human and 
concrete terms. His parables are of undying interest and effectiveness, 
including the two brief parables of today. Let us be good trees bearing 
good fruit, or to put it another way, let us be a house built on rock, 
hearing Christ’s word and putting it into practice. 







2016 


Twenty-fourth Sunday of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Sir 36: 18 Give peace, O Lord, to those who 
wait for you, that your prophets be found true. Hear the prayers of your 
servant, and of your people Israel. 

Collect Look upon us, O God, Creator and ruler of all things, and, that 
we may feel the working of your mercy, grant that we may serve you 
with all our heart. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives 
and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever 
and ever. 

Scripture today : Ecclesiasticus 27:33-28:9; Psalm 102; 

Romans 14:7-9; Matthew 18:21-35 

Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, Lord, how many times shall I 
forgive my brother when he sins against me? Up to seven times? Jesus 
answered, l tell you, not seven times, but seventy-seven times. 
Therefore, the kingdom of heaven is like a king who wanted to settle 
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accounts with his sen’ants. As he began the settlement, a man who 
owed him ten thousand talents was brought to him. Since he was not 
able to pay, the master ordered that he and his wife and his children 
and all that he had be sold to repay the debt. The serx’ant fell on his 
knees before him. ‘Be patient with me, ’ he begged, ‘and I will pay back 
everything. ’ The servant’s master took pity on him, cancelled the debt 
and let him go. But when that servant went out, he found one of his 
fellow- servants who owed him a hundred denarii. He grabbed him and 
began to choke him. ‘Pay back what you owe me! ’ he demanded. His 
fellow- servant fell to his knees and begged him, ‘Be patient with me, 
and I will pay you back. ’ But he refused. Instead, he went off and had 
the man thrown into prison until he could pay the debt. When the other 
servants saw what had happened, they were greatly distressed and went 
and told their master everything that had happened. Then the master 
called the servant in. ‘You wicked servant, ’ he said, 7 cancelled all 
that debt of yours because you begged me to. Shouldn’t you have had 
mercy on your fellow- servant just as I had on you?’ In anger his 
master turned him over to the jailers to be tortured, until he should pay 
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back all he owed. This is how my heavenly Father will treat each of 
you unless you forgive your brother from your heart. (Matthew 18:21- 
35) 

Forgiveness The child has good parents, but his father is strict, harsh 
and domineering. As he grows up, he argues sharply with his father, 
and is often resentful. He experiences the normal conflicts of everyday 
life at school and as he continues his studies for a career. He enters 
upon his profession and encounters difficult superiors and at times 
unfair work colleagues. He too causes suffering to others, but he is far 
less aware of that than he is of the suffering others cause him. In other 
words, life brings its share of hurt and damage to him. This is not the 
sad thing, because it is to be expected. This is a fallen world, and it is 
not bent on co-operation with man. The sad thing is that he has allowed 
resentment and anger to take root. Barely out of sight in his mind’s eye 
each day are the injuries he has suffered all through life. No-one 
realizes it, but anger is seething below the surface of his imagination. 
He has an angry soul, even though he is prudent and street-wise enough 
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not to show it to others. He knows that an angry man is not one to 
attract the goodwill or friendship of others, so he hides his anger and 
resentment day by day. His anger at the hurts inflicted on him over the 
years, with certain persons of the past being the special focus of that 
anger, prevents him from being happy, but no-one else knows this. 
Actually, he practises his Christian faith well and carefully. He goes 
even to daily Mass and keeps God’s commandments. He is a good and 
religious man. But he has not forgiven those who have injured him. He 
often remembers that Christ has warned that to the extent we do not 
forgive others their wrongs against us, to that extent will our wrongs 
against God not be forgiven either. It worries him from time to time, 
but he says to himself that he has time to deal with this. The trouble is 
that he never seems able to deal with it. He never really forgives. 
Moreover, he notices that he rarely says sorry to others. He rarely 
apologizes. That is to say, while never really forgiving, he rarely asks 
others for their forgiveness, because he seldom acknowledges the 
wrong that he has done to them. What he often thinks of is that others 
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who have wronged him never acknowledge it and apologize 
accordingly. 

All this is something he sees, and others do not. He is aware 
that he is unforgiving, as is God who sees all. But he loves God and he 
truly wants to serve him. He is assiduous in his daily work and strives 
to be a good husband and a dutiful and loving father. He tries not to be 
harsh to his children as his father was harsh to him. He is prayerful and 
he receives the Sacraments regularly. But he cannot seem to forgive. 
He finds himself re-living the painful scenes of his past and acting out 
deeds of revenge on others in his solitary imagination — even though 
the main actors are now dead. He resolves time and again to forgive, 
but it seems beyond him. Ah yes! My dear friend, it is beyond you 
indeed! It is one of the greatest struggles of human history — the 
struggle to forgive and to resist the desire for revenge. Countless souls 
are living out this battle in their hearts and being overcome in the 
process. They never forgive. They never turn the tide of resentment in 
their lives. This is one of the most important challenges of life, and it is 
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a most important part of the true education of a human being — 
education in forgiveness. If it is not met, the heart of man — his true 
spiritual centre — will fail. If he forgives, he will flourish. Look at the 
world! It would not be surprising if an alien, having visited and about to 
depart, were to say that planet Earth is an angry place. Anger wells up 
from some deep wound in the heart of the world. The world hurts and 
is in flames, and its fire is never put out. The fire has to be put out, but 
we seem to have no way of doing this. If all we had were human 
reason, I do not think large numbers would attain clarity on the matter 
of forgiveness. Nor would many truly forgive. God has become man, 
though, and has laid it down that forgiveness is a foundation stone of 
the following of him. We must forgive, and as we read in today’s 
Gospel, we must forgive from the heart (Matthew 18: 21-35). 
Moreover, he gives the Holy Spirit. Through our Baptism, our 
Confirmation and the Sacraments, together with our daily prayer, he, 
the Spirit of God, brings us the grace that makes it possible. 



2022 


At heart, you don’t want to forgive? Ah yes, God understands, 
but he commands that you do forgive, and forgive totally. A tall order? 
Yes, but God requires it. So, first recognize in yourself the problem. 
Alcoholics Anonymous has its programme for overcoming its problem. 
A man must recognize his powerlessness, and then turn to the divine 
Power that is greater than himself and on which he can rely. So too, 
man must recognize his powerlessness to forgive all offences from the 
heart. Then he must entrust his heart to the Holy Spirit, asking the 
grace to want to forgive, and then to forgive. This prayer must be kept 
up, together with the struggle each day. He must, with God’s grace, 
choose to forgive, and keep forgiving. Let us make it our ambition to 
depart this life — which may come any day and suddenly — having 
forgiven all. 

Further reading : The Catechism of the Catholic Church , 2838-2845 
(Forgive us) 
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Monday of the Twenty-fourth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Sir 36: 18 Give peace, O Lord, to those who 
wait for you, that your prophets be found true. Hear the prayers of your 
servant, and of your people Israel. 

Collect Look upon us, O God, Creator and ruler of all things, and, that 
we may feel the working of your mercy, grant that we may serve you 
with all our heart. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives 
and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever 
and ever. 

Scripture today : 1 Timothy 2:1-8; Psalm 27; Luke 7:1-10 

When Jesus had finished all his words to the people, he entered 
Capernaum. A centurion there had a slave who was ill and about to 
die, and he was valuable to him. When he heard about Jesus, he sent 
elders of the Jews to him, asking him to come and save the life of his 


slave. They approached Jesus and strongly urged him to come, saying, 
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“He deserves to have you do this for him, for he loves our nation and he 
built the synagogue for us. ” And Jesus went with them, but when he was 
only a short distance from the house, the centurion sent friends to tell 
him, “Lord, do not trouble yourself, for I am not worthy to have you 
enter under my roof. Therefore, I did not consider myself worthy to 
come to you; but say the word and let my servant be healed. For I too 
am a person subject to authority, with soldiers subject to me. And I say 
to one, Go, and he goes; and to another, Come here, and he conies; and 
to my slave, Do this, and he does it. ” When Jesus heard this he was 
amazed at him and, turning, said to the crowd following him, “I tell 
you, not even in Israel have I found such faith. ” When the messengers 
returned to the house, they found the slave in good health. (Luke 
7:1-10) 

Religion of Faith I remember years ago there was a television 
series that portrayed, if I remember, a drama of espionage. I think the 
title of the series was “Cold Warrior,” and each episode was short but 
intense. The central character was efficient in his crime fighting and at 
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one point he was asked if he was religious. He said that he believed in 
a higher Power. The actor said his piece well, and it showed what we 
might call the respectability of this restricted form of religion. This 
kind of religion, a religion that acknowledged a higher Power, prided 
itself on being rational — that is, it presented itself as the fruit of 
reasoning. It saw itself as not extravagant, and above all it did not 
depend on mere faith. It was a modern form of deism, but scaled down 
from the deism of two centuries ago. This higher Power had no real 
impact on the life of the character in the series — it was just a private 
persuasion which he never gave expression to, unless formally 
consulted. Life could carry on without dependence on religion, for God 
was just a higher Power to which one rarely had pressing recourse, and, 
anyhow, the competent man could manage his life quite well on his 
own. For the last couple of centuries religious agnosticism has been 
growing in respectability in society — the position that one cannot be 
sure about the existence and nature of God, while the most respectable 
form of religion in a public sense would seem to be deism. It is silently 
assumed to be the common denominator among religions, and accepts 
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the being of God as the Orderer and Origin of the world. It is the 
religion of “reason”, and because it is of “reason” it has a good name 
among observers of religion. Christian faith does not have the public 
respectability of a detached and rational deism. Now all this, if we but 
stop and advert to it, involves an obvious abandonment of the priorities 
of Jesus Christ. In the teaching of Christ, faith is given the obvious 
priority, and in particular, faith in himself. How would our Lord 
compare acknowledgement of a higher Power with faith in himself? It 
hardly needs saying that for our Lord the public and respectable deism 
of modem secular man — as instanced in the above statement of the 
Cold Warrior — will not do. 

It was faith that Christ sought, faith lived by the chosen people, 
and faith lived by those beyond the chosen people. There are two 
protagonists in our Gospel passage today, the centurion and Jesus Christ 
whom he approached. We do not know the beliefs of the centurion but 
he was a friend of Judaism, for he assisted in the construction of — and 
even built — the synagogue of those who approached our Lord on his 
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behalf. One does not get the impression that he was a believer in the 
true religion, the religion of the Jews. He approximated to it, perhaps, 
liked and admired it, perhaps, but beyond this we cannot be sure. We 
may even say that he was probably a monotheist under the influence of 
Judaism — believing that there was a single high and holy Power who 
was accessible by worship. What he thought of the expectation of a 
Messiah we have no way of knowing. All this is mere speculation, but 
what is quite clear is that he had great faith in the goodness and power 
of Jesus Christ. There was nothing Jesus could not do, and Jesus was a 
good and holy man, one far above himself in personal worth. He had 
great faith in Jesus Christ, a faith that impressed our Lord greatly, for it 
was this faith that our Lord was looking for among his own 
countrymen, the chosen people. On this basis, a person could go further 
when a fuller revelation of himself was made. Our Lord turned to his 
countrymen and said that this centurion had greater faith than they. The 
point is that it is faith that Christ seeks in man, not just a religion of the 
reason that looks askance at faith. He asks for trust in his goodness, his 
power and his word. Moreover, this faith in the centurion was not the 
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complete faith that our Lord would come to expect, the faith that Simon 
Peter professed before our Lord on behalf of the Apostles. But it was 
faith in process, and admirable as far as it went. This faith was found in 
a centurion — for the Spirit of God is at work among the peoples. We 
ought esteem faith in Jesus Christ — as far as it goes — that people 
beyond the community of Christ’s faithful are found to have. 

The Jewish friends of the centurion, and others besides, told him 
of Jesus Christ. This led to his faith in Christ as far as it went. It was a 
true, genuine, excellent, though of course limited faith. But it began 
with the words about Jesus Christ that he heard. Let our words about 
Jesus Christ be heard among our fellows in the world around us day by 
day. If they are heard, there will be more and more of the ilk of our 
centurion who will believe. Their belief will be limited initially, but 
Christ may praise it highly. It will lead them to Jesus Christ, and with 
that encounter will come the faith that brings salvation. 
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Tuesday of the Twenty-fourth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Sir 36: 18 Give peace, O Lord, to those who 
wait for you, that your prophets be found true. Hear the prayers of your 
servant, and of your people Israel. 

Collect Look upon us, O God, Creator and ruler of all things, and, that 
we may feel the working of your mercy, grant that we may serve you 
with all our heart. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives 
and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever 
and ever. 

Scripture today : 1 Timothy 3:1-13; Psalm 100; Luke 7:11-17 

Soon aftem’ard, Jesus went to a town called Nain, and his disciples and 
a large crowd went along with him. As he approached the town gate, a 
dead person was being carried out — the only son of his mother, and 
she was a widow. And a large crowd from the town was with her. 


When the Lord saw her, his heart went out to her and he said, "Don’t 
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cry. ” Then he went up and touched the bier they were carrying him on, 
and the bearers stood still. He said, “ Young man, I say to you, get up! ” 
The dead man sat up and began to talk, and Jesus gave him back to his 
mother. They were all filled with awe and praised God. “A great 
prophet has appeared among us, ” they said. “God has come to help 
his people. ” This news about Jesus spread throughout Judea and the 
surrounding country. (Luke 7:11-17) 

Loving Power Place yourself in the scene of our Gospel passage and 
consider the pathos and wonder of it. What is more final than death? It 
is the end. We are at the gate of the town of Nain. Coming through the 
gate is a funeral procession with the body of the deceased being borne 
along on the bier. The dead man was the only son of his mother, who 
was herself a widow. She is sunk in grief and loss. She had lost her 
husband and all she had was her son. Now he was taken from her. 
Consider the profound emptiness of her life as she now experienced it. 
There was nothing left except loneliness and difficulty. She saw no 
light ahead, no prospects and her only joy, her son, was gone. The 
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crowd shared in her sorrow, and accompanied the funeral as it made its 
way out of the city to the cemetery. At this very point our Lord and his 
disciples appeared, approaching the town with a crowd of followers in 
tow. He sees in an instant what is happening and understands entirely 
the darkness and suffering that has enveloped the poor woman, 
undoubtedly being supported by her friends and, if she had any, her 
relatives. Our Lord approaches the procession and, full of compassion 
for this mother before him, knows what he will do. He goes gently to 
the woman as the procession slowly continues. He says to her, Do not 
weep! Consider the look of compassion in his eyes. Let us remember 
that it is God the Son who is saying this to her and who is gazing at her. 
Then he serenely turns to the body being carried, touches the bier in a 
gesture for the bearers of it to pause, which they do. Then calmly with 
absolute assurance he gazes at the body and says “Young man, I tell 
you, ariser We read that the young man simply sat up and began to 
speak. There is no mention of a delay as if coming gradually out of 
sleep, and of speech and words being slowly uttered by him as if he 
were recovering from something. With his eyes opened and with colour 
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immediately returned to his face, there and then he raised himself 
effortlessly to a sitting position. He was not helped up. He simply sat 
up and immediately began to speak. It would have been absolutely 
astounding. 

The immediacy of the effect of Christ’s words would have 
struck the entire crowd — the crowd following him and the crowd 
following the procession — with awe and amazement. Imagine the 
young man now standing before his astonished mother, speaking to her. 
Our Lord was smiling nearby, himself full of joy at seeing the 
happiness flooding the soul of the woman. News of the event spread 
throughout the surrounding country for there were numerous witnesses, 
and perhaps it lingered long after in the memory of the local people. 
We can imagine that young man living out possibly a long life with his 
mother having him by her side for the rest of her days. He would have 
been the wonder of the town for the rest of his life. She may have died 
with her son by her side comforting her. He then would have 
accompanied her funeral procession to the cemetery where he himself 
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would have been buried, were it not for the intervention of Jesus of 
Nazareth many years before. Perhaps he married and raised a family, 
with each of them knowing of the great event of his being raised from 
the dead. Did he ever attain to Christian faith? We do not know, but in 
his case our Lord displayed divine power and divine love. When 
people think of the divine, they think of power and goodness, power 
and love. We read that “ They were all filled with awe and praised God. 
‘A great prophet has appeared among us, ’ they said. ‘God has come to 
help his people’^ (Luke 7: 11-17). This same Jesus lives now in his 
Church and is immediately accessible there by all. He lives in his 
Church which is his body, he comes to meet us in the Sacraments and 
he speaks to us in his word, the word and teaching of the Church. He 
sees our sorrows and is filled with compassion for each of us. He 
wishes us to place before him our needs and if he does not answer them 
in the way we would like, there is a reason for it. He did not save John 
the Baptist from perishing at the hands of Herod, nor did he save 
himself as he was taunted to do while hanging from the cross. There 
was a very good reason for it. So let us then always trust him. 
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This Jesus who raised the young man of Nain from the dead, this 
Jesus who raised others from the dead, this Jesus who calmed the 
storms, who walked on the sea, who cured the afflicted from their 
ailments, this Jesus is the Saviour of the whole world. He takes away 
the sin of the world, and he is the only way to the Father. No one 
attains to the Father except through him. Let us then cast our lot with 
Jesus and follow him faithfully in all the details of our everyday life. 

-- 
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Wednesday of the Twenty-fourth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Sir 36: 18 Give peace, O Lord, to those who 
wait for you, that your prophets be found true. Hear the prayers of your 
servant, and of your people Israel. 

Collect Look upon us, O God, Creator and ruler of all things, and, that 
we may feel the working of your mercy, grant that we may serve you 
with all our heart. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives 
and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever 
and ever. 

Scripture today : 1 Timothy 3:14-16; Psalm 110; Luke 7:31-35 

The Lord said, What description can I find for the men of this 
generation? What are they like? They are like children sitting in the 
market-place and calling out to each other: ‘We played the flute for 
you, and you did not dance; we sang a dirge, and you did not cry. ’ For 
John the Baptist came neither eating bread nor drinking wine, and you 
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say, He has a demon. ’ The Son of Man came eating and drinking, and 
you say, ‘Here is a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors 
and sinners. ’ But wisdom is proved right by all her children. (Luke 
7:31-35) 

Nothing Suits In our Gospel passage today our Lord says that 
nothing seems to satisfy “the men of this generation .” No matter what 
God does, nothing seems to satisfy. He has sent John the Baptist, of 
whom our Lord said that no one bom of woman was greater than he, 
and there were complaints about him. John came “ neither eating bread 
nor drinking wine,” a paragon of self-denial, and they said of him that 
“he has a demon.” His way of life, so different, repels us, they thought. 
He was rejected and so the fruits of his mission fell short of what it may 
otherwise have achieved. He sent his own beloved Son who had a very 
different external manner of life, one that did not markedly separate him 
off in way of life from the generality of persons. Still, this did not suit. 
While John was a demon, Jesus himself was a glutton. We remember 
how the disciples of John came to Jesus and asked why the disciples of 
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John and those of the Pharisees fasted, but his did not. Our Lord’s 
incomparable spiritual life did not manifest itself in a very different 
external manner of living from that of the ordinary person. For 
instance, he dined with the Pharisees, something John the Baptist did 
not do. He mixed and dined with publicans and sinners, and invited 
himself into the home of Zacchaeus a leading tax collector and dined 
with him. He participated in the wedding feast of Cana, as did his 
mother. He enjoyed the hospitality of Martha and Mary. But all this 
did not suit. So we are brought to the mystery of the Son of God made 
man, the embodiment of the full and infinite godhead, being 
unacceptable to his creatures. It is the grand mystery of reality that the 
incarnate God left so many cold. He came unto his own, as St John 
expresses it, and his own did not receive him. It is the story of sin and 
its effects. Sin is coldness towards God and rejection of his Person as 
manifested in his will. 

As we think of our Lord’s words describing the response of so 
many to him and to the prophets before him, we are led to contemplate 
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his person. Jesus is thoroughly man, one of us, the son of David, son of 
Mary. He is a Hebrew who lived at a certain time in a certain place. He 
was absolutely part of human history and entirely immersed in it. At 
the same time he is God. This is a stark and wondrous statement that 
the Creator of this vast and (what might seem) unending universe, the 
components of which we are constantly discovering, became a man like 
us. Many looking out on the universe consider it so unbelievably vast 
and intricate that it is preposterous to assert that it all came from and 
continues to be dependent on a single personal Source. But so it is. 
The entire universe, so extraordinary in its immensity and variety of 
being, has one Origin and Cause. It is entirely dependent in every 
feature of its reality on this personal Cause. This one God, who lacks 
any limit in his being and who continually gives being to all else that is, 
became a man. He is the Jesus whose history is portrayed in the 
Gospels. How extraordinary it is that his Person did not captivate all 
who met him! It captivated many, but there were many whom it did not. 
It is the mystery of sin. As we read our Lord’s words in today’s Gospel 
(Luke 7: 31-35), which speaks of the lack of response to John the 
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Baptist and to himself, let us resolve to make Jesus the object of our 
heart. For this to happen we must contemplate him daily. We must 
place ourselves in his company especially with the aid of the Gospels - 
and grace, of course. In a spirit of prayer let us gaze on him, allowing 
his Person to penetrate the hardness of our heart. In this way will love 
grow. The purpose of life is to know, love and serve God here on earth. 
This we do in loving and serving the person of Jesus Christ, and by 
doing this we shall see and enjoy him forever in heaven. 

Every day let us be with Jesus, the Gospels in hand. Let us 
allow him to speak with us, inviting us to love him with all our hearts 
and to serve him by a generous and daily sharing in his mission. That 
mission is to bring as many as possible to the knowledge and love of 
him. Essentially, this is the Kingdom of God he came to establish. In 
this lies man’s salvation. 
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Thursday of the Twenty-fourth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Sir 36: 18 Give peace, O Lord, to those who 
wait for you, that your prophets be found true. Hear the prayers of your 
servant, and of your people Israel. 

Collect Look upon us, O God, Creator and ruler of all things, and, that 
we may feel the working of your mercy, grant that we may serve you 
with all our heart. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives 
and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever 
and ever. 

Scripture today : 1 Timothy 4:12-16; Psalm 110; Luke 7:36-50 

Now one of the Pharisees invited Jesus to have dinner with him, so he 
went to the Pharisee’s house and reclined at the table. When a woman 
who had lived a sinful life in that town learned that Jesus was eating at 
the Pharisee’s house, she brought an alabaster jar of perfume, and as 


she stood behind him at his feet weeping, she began to wet his feet with 
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her tears. Then she wiped them with her hair, kissed them and poured 
perfume on them. When the Pharisee who had invited him saw this, he 
said to himself, If this man were a prophet, he would know who is 
touching him and what kind of woman she is — that she is a sinner. 
Jesus answered him, Simon, / have something to tell you. Tell me, 
teacher, he said. Two men owed money to a certain money-lender. 
One owed him five hundred denarii, and the other fifty. Neither of them 
had the money to pay him back, so he cancelled the debts of both. Now 
which of them will love him more? Simon replied, I suppose the one 
who had the bigger debt cancelled. You have judged correctly, Jesus 
said. Then he turned towards the woman and said to Simon, Do you see 
this woman ? I came into your house. You did not give me any water for 
my feet, but she wet my feet with her tears and wiped them with her 
hear. You did not give me a kiss, but this woman, from the time I 
entered, has not stopped kissing my feet. You did not put oil on my 
head, but she has poured perfume on my feet. Therefore, I tell you, her 
many sins have been forgiven — for she loved much. But he who has 
been forgiven little loves little. Then Jesus said to her, Your sins are 
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forgiven. The other guests began to say among themselves, Who is this 
who even forgives sins? Jesus said to the woman, Your faith has saved 
you; go in peace. (Luke 7:36-50) 

Christ’s Love For All The fact that Jesus dines in the house of one 
of the Pharisees is itself revealing. It is clear from the Gospels that 
among those who spearheaded the gathering opposition to Jesus the 
Pharisees were prominent, although of course we cannot assume that 
all the Pharisees were hostile to Jesus. Nor were all the leaders of the 
Jews hostile to him, for at least the Pharisee Nicodemus was not among 
their number. One wonders whether young Saul of Tarsus, himself a 
Pharisee and after our Lord’s ascension a leading persecutor of the 
infant Church, was aware of Jesus at the time and was forming a hostile 
attitude towards Jesus and his disciples. In any case, many of the 
Pharisees were hostile and yet here he is being invited by a Pharisee. 
The Pharisee respects him as possibly a prophet and certainly as a 
Rabbi, though he does not accord him the usual courtesies of water for 
his feet nor a kiss of greeting, and in his thoughts he readily criticized 
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Jesus during his encounter with the sinful woman. But the fact that he 
felt easily able to invite our Lord to the dinner in his home shows that 
our Lord’s manner towards individual Pharisees was welcoming, 
respectful and available, and all this despite the opposition and 
invective they were mounting towards him as a group. The great God 
become man was humble — meek and humble of heart, as he himself 
would say. He accepted the invitation and took his place reclining at 
the table, despite the aforementioned lack of usual marks of 
consideration to guests of honour. Furthermore, the sinful woman felt 
able boldly to enter the Pharisee’s house during the meal and proceed to 
pour both the ointment and her own tears on the feet of Jesus as he 
reclined. This also shows the degree of welcoming love that emanated 
from Christ. Christ’s holiness was loving. Christ attracted both the 
Pharisee and the sinful woman to him. The sinful woman, though, 
opened herself entirely to his grace and person, while the Pharisee did 
not. In his thoughts the Pharisee remained a haughty spectator, while 
the woman abased herself in tears before the Holy One whom she was 


sure looked on her with love. 
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The scene reminds us and is a concrete exemplification of our 
Lord’s parable on another occasion of the Pharisee and the Publican 
praying in the Temple. In the parable the Pharisee stood there 
confidently, prominently and in full view of all. In his heart he “prayed 
to himself’ thanking God that he was not like others such as the 
Publican well behind him. He fulfilled all his religious duties, he 
prayed, and did so with excellence. He stood before God proudly. The 
Publican on the other hand bowed before God with a single prayer, 
Lord be merciful to me a sinner. Our Lord concludes his parable by 
saying that the Publican went home right with God and reconciled to 
him, while the Pharisee did not. In our Gospel scene today the Pharisee 
showed nothing whatever of the penitence of the sinful woman. There 
is no sign in him of any sense of sin, no desire to take advantage of 
Jesus’ presence to be further and truly reconciled to God. The sinful 
woman is full of sorrow for her sins and full of love for the holy One 
before her. Humbly and in full view of all, she manifests to Jesus her 
love and her sorrow. She knows that by doing this, her prayer for 
pardon is being taken to God. The answer to her great love comes 
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immediately: “Your sins are forgiven” (Luke 7: 36-50). Jesus, the man, 
himself forgives her sins. He displays not only a most sensitive 
consideration for her but an astounding authority. He assumes the place 
of God and at a word forgives her offences against God. At the same 
time he turns to the Pharisee and points to her as the model he and all 
ought follow. She loved much despite her sins. She was like the 
Publican in the Temple, loving much despite her past sins and now 
asking for pardon. As we look on this scene, prayerfully placing 
ourselves in its midst, let us wonder at the person of Jesus. Let us think 
of his consideration for the Pharisee in accepting the invitation to dine, 
and his love for the sinful woman in accepting her marks of reverence 
and love. We are all sinners, so let us above all take to heart our Lord’s 
commendation of the sinful woman who came to him seeking pardon. 

The characteristic posture of the Christian ought be that of the 
sinful woman before the feet of Christ and never that of the Pharisee. 
Every day we ought come before him with love, knowing that though 


we are sinners he has loved us first. We come before him with our sins 
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and express our contrition for sin and ask his pardon. This we do 
especially in the Sacrament of Penance but also every day in sincere 
acts of contrition. Let us make the contrite woman of our Gospel scene 
today a model for our Christian life. 

-- 
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Friday of the Twenty-fourth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Sir 36: 18 Give peace, O Lord, to those who 
wait for you, that your prophets be found true. Hear the prayers of your 
servant, and of your people Israel. 

Collect Look upon us, O God, Creator and ruler of all things, and, that 
we may feel the working of your mercy, grant that we may serve you 
with all our heart. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives 
and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever 
and ever. 

Scripture today : 1 Timothy 56:2-12; Psalm 16; Luke 8:1-3 

After this, Jesus travelled about from one town and village to another, 
proclaiming the good news of the kingdom of God. The Twelve were 
with him, and also some women who had been cured of evil spirits and 
diseases: Mary (called Magdalene) from whom seven demons had come 


out; Joanna the wife of Chuza, the manager of Herod’s household; 
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Susanna; and many others. These women were helping to support them 
out of their own means. (Luke 8:1-3) 

Church and Kingdom There are many ways of looking at history. 
One can view it as the story of individuals. One can look on it as the 
drama of economic development or again, as the rise and fall of 
political kingdoms. It is certainly fascinating to follow the rise and fall 
of empires in human history, beginning from, say, the Egyptian 
dynasties, or the Persian, or the Greek, the great Roman empire, or 
whatever. Empires have risen that have brought many good things to 
mankind, while others have risen that have been nothing short of a 
disaster. The United States is the superpower of our day but the lesson 
of history is that it will eventually decline and be overtaken by others. 
It could be that India and China will be the powers of a day to come. 
Well, let us look at the beginnings of another kingdom. Unlike all 
others in history, this one was promised in advance by God himself. He 
revealed to his chosen people that this Kingdom would come. For 
centuries the chosen people held themselves in expectation. A Messiah 
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— a King of kings — would be sent and he would establish the 
promised Kingdom and that Kingdom would be the rule of God 
himself, no less. This Kingdom would last not for a time but forever, 
and it would be a kingdom of definitive benefits for all the world. John 
the Baptist appeared, a great prophet, asking all to get ready, for God’s 
coming was near. Then, at least to several he pointed Jesus out as the 
promised One who would take away the sin of the world. He himself 
was not worthy to undo his sandal-straps. Jesus would baptize with the 
Holy Spirit. In our Gospel today we see our Lord travelling about 
‘ from one town and village to another, proclaiming the good news of 
the kingdom of God.” The Kingdom of God was very near. In fact, it 
was present in his very person and, as he would reveal to his disciples, 
its blessings would become available through his passion, death and 
resurrection. It consisted in union with him and in receiving a share in 
his own life and living accordingly. But now, let us notice here a 
striking feature: the diversity of those whom he called and who shared 
in his saving mission. It was not just an elite. 
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We read that “ The Twelve were with him, and also some women 
who had been cured of evil spirits and diseases: Mary (called 
Magdalene) from whom seven demons had come out; Joanna the wife 
of Chuza, the manager of Herod’s household; Susanna; and many 
others. These women were helping to support them out of their own 
means'" (Luke 8: 1-3). One would have thought that anyone seeking to 
establish a long-lasting Kingdom, indeed, one that would triumph over 
all others and which would be eternal, would select the most 
outstanding of persons to assist. It is said that very much part of the 
military success of Alexander the Great and Napoleon Bonaparte was 
their choice of generals. What strikes one about the choice by Christ of 
those who were to associate most closely with him was their apparent 
ordinariness. The Apostles consisted of fishermen, a tax collector, 
probably a political partizan or two (Simon the Zealot, and perhaps 
Judas Iscariot too) and others. That they were truly religious is clear, 
but how like the average man and woman they seem to have been! 
Consider the women who also assisted our Lord and the Twelve. One 


was drawn even from Herod’s household! There was Mary Magdalen 
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from whom our Lord had cast out several demons, and Susanna and 
several others. The point is that we could look on the travelling band, 
with Jesus in their midst and at their head, as a microcosm of the whole 
family of man. They were the beginning of a vast concourse which 
God in his plan means to call to himself. It is a reminder of what our 
Lord would ask of his disciples before ascending into heaven. They 
were to go to the whole world and make disciples of all the nations , 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit, teaching them to observe all the commands he had given them. 
Our Lord’s diverse travelling group as described in today’s Gospel 
reminds us that all are called to life in him and to a full share in his 
holiness. We are all called to personal sanctity and to a generous share 
in his mission of bringing the whole human race to the knowledge and 
love of Jesus Christ. In him is to be found salvation for man. He is the 
only divinely appointed way to the Father. 

Let us in prayer and in spirit place ourselves in the midst of this 
travelling community all united in love to Jesus. It is a picture of the 
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Church in miniature, the Church in embryo before receiving the gift of 
the Spirit of God following Christ’s resurrection. It is a picture of the 
future Church of which we are members by faith and baptism. It points 
to the universal call to holiness in Christ and to redemption and 
sanctification of all in him. Let us respond wholeheartedly to this 
divine plan. 
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Saturday of the Twenty-fourth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Sir 36:18 Give peace, O Lord, to those who 
wait for you, that your prophets be found true. Hear the prayers of your 
servant, and of your people Israel. 

Collect Look upon us, O God, Creator and ruler of all things, and, that 
we may feel the working of your mercy, grant that we may serve you 
with all our heart. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives 
and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever 
and ever. 

Scripture today : 1 Timothy 6:13-16; Psalm 99; Luke 8:4-15 

While a large crowd was gathering and people were coming to Jesus 
from town after town, he told this parable: A farmer went out to sow 
his seed. As he was scattering the seed, some fell along the path; it was 
trampled on, and the birds of the air ate it up. Some fell on rock, and 


when it came up, the plants withered because they had no moisture. 
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Other seed fell among thorns, which grew up with it and choked the 
plants. Still other seed fell on good soil. It came up and yielded a crop, 
a hundred times more than was sown. When he said this, he called out, 
He who has ears to hear, let him hear. His disciples asked him what 
this parable meant. He said, The knowledge of the secrets of the 
kingdom of God has been given to you, but to others I speak in 
parables, so that, ‘though seeing, they may not see; though hearing, 
they may not understand. ’ This is the meaning of the parable: The seed 
is the word of God. Those along the path are the ones who hear, and 
then the devil comes and takes away the word from their hearts, so that 
they may not believe and be saved. Those on the rock are the ones who 
receive the word with joy when they hear it, but they have no root. 
They believe for a while, but in the time of testing they fall away. The 
seed that fell among thorns stands for those who hear, but as they go on 
their way they are choked by life’s worries, riches and pleasures, and 
they do not mature. But the seed on good soil stands for those with a 
noble and good heart, who hear the word, retain it, and by persevering 


produce a crop. (Luke 8:4-15) 
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Basic Readiness What our Lord says in today’s Gospel passage is 
intriguing. There is our Lord’s parable given to the large crowd and the 
people coming to Jesus from town after town, and there is his 
explanation of it given to his disciples later. At least on this occasion 
and probably on many other occasions our Lord spoke to the crowds in 
parables without giving them any explanation. But there is a third 
element. It is our Lord’s explanation to his disciples not only of the 
parable but of why he did not give his explanation to the crowd. He 
says that ‘"The knowledge of the secrets of the kingdom of God has been 
given to you, but to others I speak in parables, so that, ‘though seeing, 
they may not see; though hearing, they may not understand. ’“ At first 
glance it might seem that "the knowledge of the secrets of the kingdom 
of GocF is being unfairly given to our Lord’s disciples and arbitrarily 
withheld from the crowds lest they see and understand. It looks like 
some form of predestination in which God sovereignly favours one lot 
of persons and sovereignly condemns to a hapless ignorance another 
class of persons. In fact there has been a long current of Christian 
thought that understands the ways of God in precisely these terms. God 
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predestines some to glory, and others are fated to the eternal loss of it. 
This radical position involves a simplistic idea of God’s sovereignty 
and of man’s freedom. Of course there is a truth in the notion that God 
favours some with certain greater gifts and disposes that others receive 
lesser gifts. This applies to both nature and grace: some are great 
runners, some are endowed with a natural wisdom, others have other 
gifts not granted to the many. In grace, some have deeper gifts of 
prayer, of guiding others spiritually, and so forth. But here in our 
passage today we have something else. Our Lord is clearly referring to 
a reluctance on the part of his hearers to see and hear his message. 
Despite their seeing and hearing, their minds were closed because of a 
disposition of their will, a fundamental choice. 

That is to say, they exemplify the explanation he goes on to give 
of the meaning of the parable. Our Lord himself is the farmer going out 
to sow, and the seed is the word of God which he is sowing and just has 
been sowing. In some cases the word makes no impression. It falls on 
a footpath as it were, and it is either crushed or carried away. Other 
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seed fell on rocky ground. This is the case of those who have no root 
and in time of difficulty fall away. Other seed fell among thorns, while 
others fell on good soil. This seed on good soil “stands for those with a 
noble and good heart, who hear the word, retain it, and by persevering 
produce a crop ” (Luke 8: 4-15). Our Lord’s observation on the crowds 
and why he does not provide them with an explanation indicates to us 
that the reason why one person is like the footpath, another like the 
rocky ground, another like the thorns and another like the good soil is 
th e fundamental disposition of their will. Obscurely, they are what they 
are in respect to receiving the word of God, because of what they have 
obscurely or even clearly chosen. The decisive factor, then, is the 
disposition of the will, even if this is largely hidden from sight. What 
then to do? We, each of us, must make a decision to take our stand with 
Jesus and accept his word. We must also recognize the limits of our 
control over ourselves. Our dispositions in respect to Christ are buried 
within our souls and to some extent beyond our reach. We must place 
ourselves in the hands of Christ and trust in his grace, asking him to 
reveal to us what our true starting points are, and the grace to deal with 
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them - with the aid of his grace. Indeed, we ought ask that God himself 
give us the right starting points and make of us good ground. The task 
of life is to become the good soil of our Lord’s parable, such that we 
hear the word of God coming from Christ and his Church, that we truly 
retain it rather than letting it go because of our lack of interest, and then 
perseveringly to produce a crop. We have one shot, as it were, and that 
shot is the short life which God in his mercy has given to us. With that 
short life one great thing is to be done. We must hear the word of God 
and put it into practice. 

Just before ascending to heaven, Christ gave his disciples the 
charge to go to all the nations and make of all his disciples. All are 
called to the close following of Christ. All are called to personal 
holiness in him. If we are to do this, we must have a basic readiness to 
receive his word. Let us pray for the grace so to be ready as to hear the 
word of God and put it into practice. 
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Twenty-fifth Sunday of Ordinary Time 


Entrance Antiphon I am the salvation of the people, says the Lord. 
Should they cry to me in any distress, I will hear them, and I will be 
their Lord for ever. 

Collect O God, who founded all the commands of your sacred Law 
upon love of you and of our neighbour, grant that, by keeping your 
precepts, we may merit to attain eternal life. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scriptur e: Isaiah 55:6-9; Psalm 144; 

Philippians 1:20-24.27; Matthew 20:1-16 

Jesus said to his disciples, The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner 
who went out early in the morning to hire men to work in his vineyard. 


He agreed to pay them a denarius for the day and sent them into his 
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vineyard. About the third hour he went out and saw others standing in 
the market-place doing nothing. He told them, ‘You also go and work 
in my vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right. ’ So they went. He 
went out again about the sixth hour and the ninth hour and did the same 
thing. About the eleventh hour he went out and found still others 
standing around. He asked them, ‘Why have you been standing here all 
day long doing nothing? ’ ‘Because no-one has hired us, ’ they 
answered. He said to them, ‘You also go and work in my vineyard. ’ 
When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his foreman, 
‘Call the workers and pay them their wages, beginning with the last 
ones hired and going on to the first. ’ The workers who were hired about 
the eleventh hour came and each received a denarius. So when those 
came who were hired first, they expected to receive more. But each one 
of them also received a denarius. When they received it, they began to 
grumble against the landowner. 'These men who were hired last 
worked only one hour, ’ they said, ‘and you have made them equal to us 
who have borne the burden of the work and the heat of the day. ’ But he 
answered one of them, ‘Friend, I am not being unfair to you. Didn’t 
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you agree to work for a denarius? Take your pay and go. I want to give 
the man who was hired last the same as I gave you. Don’t I have the 
right to do what / want with my own money? Or are you envious 
because I am generous?’ So the last will be first, and the first will be 
last. (Matthew 20:1-16) 

Grace In one of his addresses, Pope John Paul II said that the 
doctrine of divine grace was at the heart of the Catholic religion. The 
grace of God is his free initiative saving and sanctifying the soul. It is 
his free action in the heart and soul of man that saves and sanctifies 
him. Everything depends on this divine, interior action. That is to say, 
at the heart of the Catholic religion is belief in the priority of the saving 
action of God over and before all that we must do. What we freely do 
in obedience to God — and are obliged to do — is entirely dependent 
on this divine action, while remaining truly free. St John in his Letter 
writes that this is the love he is speaking about, not our love for God but 
God’s love for us. The sovereignty of God’s grace is at the forefront of 


Catholic belief and it is the consolation of the serious Christian. It is 
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what we can depend on and it is what takes us to holiness and to 
heaven, and we are reminded of this in our Gospel passage today 
(Matthew 20:1-16). At the forefront of the parable is the person and 
action of the Master of the vineyard and it is he who takes the initiative. 
The workers are standing idle, symbolizing the helplessness and even 
reluctance of fallen man in working in the vineyard, which may be 
taken as the saving work of Christ. The Master goes forth to the market 
place and calls the workers he finds to share with him in his work. He 
went out early, then at the third hour, then at the sixth, then at the ninth 
hour and then at the last, the eleventh hour. At his invitation the 
workers go to the vineyard and begin the work. At the end of the day, it 
is the Master who sovereignly determines the degree of recompense, 
mercifully giving to the last who was called the same reward that he 
would give to the first who was called. We can regard these invitations 
as parables of God’s calls. His calls come to sinful, wounded man and 
are accompanied with the divine help that empowers him to collaborate 
freely in the redemption and sanctification won by Christ. 



2064 


While it depends on God’s free grace, of course we must keep 
the importance of our own efforts constantly in view. Some currents of 
Christian thought have failed to keep sufficiently in mind what we 
ourselves must also do. Our parable today has the master of the 
vineyard sending his labourers to work. But they have then to get to 
work. So must we. At the end of the day, which is to say at the end of 
our life, we shall be paid in view of our work. We must work in 
collaboration with God as his co-workers. But inasmuch as the 
emphasis of the parable is on the sovereign action of the master, we are, 
as I have said, at least reminded of the centrality of God’s grace. What, 
then, can we say of God’s grace? It is God’s grace, which is to say the 
action of the Holy Spirit in our souls, that justifies us, taking away our 
sins and making us holy in our inner being. It sanctifies us and makes 
us more and more like God, enabling us to participate in the Trinitarian 
life of God. This is effected in the first instance in our baptism, but this 
grace of God continues to come to us in the other Sacraments, the 
Sacrament of Confirmation, Penance, the Holy Eucharist, and the 
Anointing of the Sick. It comes in an ongoing way to those who are 
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married in Christ through the Sacrament of Matrimony, and to those 
who are ordained through the Sacrament of Holy Orders. The grace of 
God also comes through the preaching and hearing of the word of God 
and the Church’s preaching and teaching on that word. This interior 
divine help and action entirely surpasses the abilities of the intellect and 
the powers of human beings. It therefore normally escapes our direct 
experience. We, though, must freely collaborate with this action of God 
through our obedience to his will. Moreover, this action of God, which 
we call grace, is habitual in the soul of the Christian unless we commit 
mortal sin. If this were (lamentably) to happen, we must seek God’s 
pardon through contrition and the Sacrament of Penance, and then God 
will raise us up. Further, there are numerous actual graces that help us 
in all sorts of circumstances to be faithful to the presence of God in our 
souls. 


There is nothing more important than that we live in the state of 
grace, which is to say with God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit abiding 
in our souls and acting on us with his grace. It is sin that will weaken 
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this divine presence and action, and mortal sin which will destroy it. 
Every time we sin we ought immediately seek the pardon of God and 
resolve to amend. Let us then work at union with God as if everything 
depended on us, knowing all the while, though, that everything depends 
on God and the free gift of his grace. 

Further reading : The Catechism of the Catholic Church, no. 1996-2005 
(Grace) 
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Monday of the Twenty-fifth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon I am the salvation of the people, says the Lord. 
Should they cry to me in any distress, I will hear them, and I will be 
their Lord for ever. 

Collect O God, who founded all the commands of your sacred Law 
upon love of you and of our neighbour, grant that, by keeping your 
precepts, we may merit to attain eternal life. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Ezra 1:1-6; Psalm: 125; Luke 8:16-18 

No one lights a lamp and hides it in a jar or puts it under a bed. 
Instead, he puts it on a stand, so that those who come in can see the 
light. For there is nothing hidden that will not be disclosed, and 
nothing concealed that will not be known or brought out into the open. 
Therefore consider carefully how you listen. Whoever has will be given 
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more; whoever does not have, even what he thinks he has will be taken 
from him.” (Luke 8:16-18) 

The Shining Lamp It is unfortunately the case that the impression 
of the Christian religion that many people gain, or rather choose to 
retain, is drawn from its most average or even worst representatives. 
This in turn is due very much to what is projected by the mass media. I 
remember when Pope Paul VI, now beatified and whose cause for 
canonization is in progress, visited Sydney at the end of 1970 he told 
the gathered journalists that they were world power number one. He 
was endeavouring to instill in them a sense of their responsibility to 
portray the truth and not a distortion. The implication of this is that the 
media ought include in its portrayal of religion its best, not its worst 
representatives. The best representatives of the Catholic religion are its 
saints. That having been said, let us consider one fundamental feature 
of the Christian religion as portrayed by its best representatives - the 
saints. Those who are living their faith in Christ with generosity have a 
light within and that light is the light of Christ. But what is notable 
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about all such persons is that they go to great length and great personal 
cost to let that light shine before others and to spread it. As a point of 
justice and charity, it is for them a major priority that the light of Christ 
be brought to as many as possible, and that it become more and more 
the light of the world. The Christian religion has this fundamental 
dynamism to spread. The lack of this desire to spread the Christian 
religion is found in the person who accepts the religion in a general 
sense, but does not live it by true personal conviction. It is now many 
decades since (the Venerable) Pope Pius XII died. He once said that it 
is of the essence of the Christian religion that its adherents be 
missionary. In our Gospel passage today our Lord says, “No one lights 
a lamp and hides it in a jar or puts it under a bed. Instead, he puts it on 
a stand, so that those who come in can see the light. For there is 
nothing hidden that will not be disclosed, and nothing concealed that 
will not be known or brought out into the open.” The light of Christ 


must not be hidden but manifested. 
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There is a second point to be made. The danger is that the 
average member of Christ’s faithful may often think that the work of 
manifesting and spreading the message of Christ is to be left to the 
professionals — those who publicly and by their way of life formally 
profess the Christian religion. But the person of Christ will never be 
brought to the world as long as this assumption retains its hold. Every 
member of Christ’s faithful must discover anew and for himself the 
person of Christ and then in his ordinary life bear witness to him and his 
truth. That is part of the Christian calling. Of course, one will never be 
able to bring Jesus to others if one has not first accepted the person of 
Jesus into one’s own life and lives according to the teaching of Christ as 
the Church explains it. But then one must endeavour to introduce him 
to others. This begins with one’s family. How little of this is done in 
families! Many Christian families live a very secular life with Christ on 
the margins, and those in the family who do believe in Christ do not 
bear witness to him in their own families. Of course, love for one 
another must reign in the family if love for Christ is to spread and to 
reign in the family. The same applies to the workplace. On the basis of 
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building friendships in one’s own workplace, one will be able to bring 
the knowledge and love of Christ to others. What a wonderful thing it 
would be if every Christian in the world were to be making it his 
business to bear witness by his life, by his words and by his deeds to the 
person and teaching of Jesus! In this way, gradually the lordship of 
Jesus would be spreading in the world. There are so many ways to 
spread the light of Christ and his Church, including within one’s own 
parish. So many assist in the voluntary teaching of religion in public 
schools. Others serve the sick in a spiritual ministry. Others serve the 
youth in spiritual outreach to youth. Others bear witness to Jesus in 
life’s everyday contacts with others. 

In our Gospel passage today our Lord gives a warning. Those 
who have the light of Christ and who do not endeavour to bear witness 
to it will have that light taken away. “ Therefore consider carefully how 
you listen. Whoever has will be given more; whoever does not have, 
even what he thinks he has will be taken from him ” (Luke 8:16-18). 
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The more we endeavour to spread the Faith the more will it be granted 
to increase. So then, let us begin! 
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Tuesday of the Twenty-fifth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon I am the salvation of the people, says the Lord. 
Should they cry to me in any distress, I will hear them, and I will be 
their Lord for ever. 

Collect O God, who founded all the commands of your sacred Law 
upon love of you and of our neighbour, grant that, by keeping your 
precepts, we may merit to attain eternal life. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Ezra 6:7-8.12.14-20; Psalm 121; Luke 8:19-21 

Now Jesus ’ mother and brothers came to see him, but they were not 
able to get near him because of the crowd. Someone told him, Your 
mother and brothers are standing outside, wanting to see you. He 
replied, My mother and brothers are those who hear God’s word and 
put it into practice. (Luke 8: 19-21) 
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Jesus’ Brethren Our Gospel scene describes a packed house in 
which Jesus was speaking to the crowd. We read that “ Jesus ’ mother 
and brothers came to see him, but were not able to get near him 
because of the crowd .” They simply could not make any progress, so 
thick was the density of the crowd. But they were a group of 
importance for they were the very family of Jesus, consisting of his own 
mother and broader circle of relatives. The very mother of Jesus was 
there! So word was sent forward to Jesus that they were outside and 
wished to see him. The assumption of those who brought the message 
forward was that this family connection naturally constituted a prior 
claim on him. But our Lord’s reply showed that a deeper relationship 
with him is open to anyone, however important were natural family 
bonds. He replied, “Mv mother and brothers are those who hear God’s 
word and put it into practice ” (Luke 8:19-21). Let us remember that it 
is Luke who is writing this, and Luke has more pages on the mother of 
Jesus than any other Gospel writer, including the evangelist John to 
whom our Lord gave his mother Mary as he hung dying on the cross. 
The first two chapters of Luke’s Gospel which narrate the infancy of 
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Christ and his relative John the Precursor, probably had Mary for his 
principal source. In those chapters he presents Mary as the one who 
was full of grace, the one with whom God continually abided, the one 
blessed above all women, the perfect believer. It would have been far 
from his intention in presenting this Gospel scene to have lessened the 
status of the mother of Jesus in favour of “those who hear God’s word 
and put it into practice .” He is simply informing us of what Jesus 
taught, that those closest to him are not simply those who were 
physically related to him. The one who is closest to Jesus is the one 
who hears God’s word and puts it into practice. St Luke suggests 
elsewhere in his own Gospel that the one who did this perfectly was his 
own mother. It is her glory. 

This means that all that matters for true success in life is hearing 
the will of God and doing it. A person may lack social status or the 
esteem of many. He may not be known very much. Due to a variety of 
factors, he may not have much success in life. His (or her) work may 
be humdrum and very ordinary. He may not earn a big salary. There 
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may not be much in his life that he can look on with a lot of pride for a 
whole variety of reasons. As far as others are concerned, he may be just 
one of the crowd, like many in our Gospel passage today. But if every 
day he is striving to know the word and will of God and to put it into 
practice, then he is close to Jesus and very pleasing to God. Of him our 
Lord will say, he is my brother and my sister and my mother. Mary, the 
mother of Jesus who lived her life in hiddenness, is the exemplar. In 
Luke’s account of the infancy of Christ, Mary is prominent in God’s 
plan but she was hidden from the notice of others. In his account of the 
infant Church in the Acts of the Apostles, Mary is mentioned as present 
at Pentecost, and the infant Church looked on her as its mother and 
model, right to her passing on from this life. But she remained in the 
background. We might say that she is the exemplar of the ordinary 
person, the one lost in the crowd who is nevertheless called to hear the 
word of God and to put it faithfully into practice. In that respect she is 
the model and the mother of Everyman. She is mother and model of the 
Church. Our Lord’s pride in his mother would have been above all on 
this basis. She had been granted astounding gifts, unknown to those 



2077 


around her. She was the mother of God the Son made man. In view of 
this extraordinary dignity, she was preserved free of original sin from 
conception. But more than anything, she cooperated perfectly with 
these gifts and her calling. She remained faithful to God in absolutely 
everything, never failing in the least respect to put the word of God into 
practice. This, as far as her own divine Son was concerned, was her 
glory and she is the exemplar of what our Lord speaks of in our 
passage. 

Every day when we rise in the morning we ought to have the 
ambition to live as closely as possible to the person of Jesus. Our Lord 
gave us the simple key to doing just this. We are to hear his word and 
to put it into practice. Our daily life, no matter how humble and 
obscure, is in all its details and responsibilities to be characterized by 
this. If we do this, we shall be a brother and sister to Jesus. Our mother 
and model is Mary his mother, given to us at Calvary to be our mother 
also. 
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Wednesday of the Twenty-fifth Week of Ordinary Time 


Entrance Antiphon I am the salvation of the people, says the Lord. 
Should they cry to me in any distress, I will hear them, and I will be 
their Lord for ever. 

Collect O God, who founded all the commands of your sacred Law 
upon love of you and of our neighbour, grant that, by keeping your 
precepts, we may merit to attain eternal life. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever 

Scripture today : Ezra 9:5-9; Psalm: Tobias 13; Luke 9:1-6 

When Jesus had called die Twelve together, he gave them power and 
authority to drive out all demons and to cure diseases, and he sent them 
out to preach the kingdom of God and to heed the sick. He told them: 
Take nothing for the journey — no staff, no bag, no bread, no money, no 
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extra tunic. Whatever house you enter, stay there until you leave that 
town. If people do not welcome you, shake the dust off your feet when 
you leave their town, as a testimony against them. So they set out and 
went from village to village, preaching the gospel and heeding people 
everywhere. (Luke 9:1-6) 

The True Reality Time and again in the history of the Church — 
times almost without number — there have been those who have left all 
to bring the Gospel to those who have not heard it, or who have not yet 
accepted it. Usually they have joined others of a like mind and together 
they have gone forth, having been approved and commissioned to do so 
by the Church. They have left social status, some wealth, good future 
career prospects and have gone ahead with only the Gospel and the 
powers with which Christ endowed them through the commissioning of 
the Church. For the non-believing observer it would seem that they are 
giving their lives to a mirage, to a figment of the imagination. They 
have nothing and they are bringing nothing of tangible benefit to others. 
Their lives are being given to a non-reality, and indeed, he thinks, the 
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entire thrust of the Church is being dedicated to a non-reality. Let us 
pause as we think of this response to the undying missionary impetus 
that the Church and her members manifest. Let us place it in the 
context of our Gospel passage today. Our Lord calls the Twelve, those 
who are the foundation stones of his Church and the ones of whom the 
Church’s bishops are the successors. Our Lord sends them out to do 
one thing, to preach the kingdom of God and to heal. They were to take 
nothing and to live in dependence on God’s care. The only thing that 
mattered was the coming and the arrival of the kingdom of God in the 
midst of the people to whom they were to preach. This kingdom was 
God and his rule. God was nigh and so all had to prepare themselves to 
receive him. Where was the kingdom? It resided in the person of Jesus. 
The powers which the Twelve exercised were a sign of this, and soon 
this would be made clear to all. Very soon — it would occur when 
Jesus had been glorified — Christ would be proclaimed as the only one 
by whom men can be saved. He is the Saviour of the world, and the 
kingdom of God consists in union with him. 
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This is what the Church does now, in and through her members. 
Let us think of the Twelve going out and beginning what the Church 
has been doing ever since, in a multiplicity of ways and in varying 
historical circumstances. “So they set out and went from village to 
village, preaching the gospel and healing people everywhere ” (Luke 9: 
1-6). Contrary to what the secular mind takes for granted, the ultimate 
hard fact, the true reality behind all that is passing is God and Christ. 
The one reality that can be counted on is the person of Jesus and what 
he has done for us. Through good times and bad, poverty or wealth, 
come what may, this is the rock on which we must build our lives. The 
word that comes from God is that Jesus Christ is his Son, and that we 
are to listen to him. When we build our house on that rock which is 
Christ and his word, we are like the man who builds his house on a sure 
foundation. When the rains and floods come the house stands. But if 
we build our house on some other supposed reality, be it wealth or 
career or whatever — understood as goals in themselves — then when 
the rains and tempests come the house will fall. The final fall will come 
with death when all will be swept away. The case will be different with 
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those who build their lives on Christ. Then their house will withstand 
death itself and they will pass on to life eternal. As St Thomas More 
wrote to his daughter when awaiting trial and death, though I lose my 
head I’ll come to no harm. The Twelve set out to preach and they took 
nothing with them, no “’staff no bag, no bread, no money, no extra 
tunic." They took no provision for shelter nor any assurance of 
welcome. It was symbolic of their dependence on what they regarded 
as their true Reality. That was the person of Jesus, who was sending 
them forth and accompanying them with his power while they did what 
he commanded. They were embarking on a life which St Paul would 
later describe in simple terms: For me, life is Christ. Now 1 live, not 1 
but Christ lives in me. Unto eternity, he is the foundation of all that is 
truly real. 

Let us take our stand with Jesus and cast our lot with him. What 
is it to be? Is it to be the things that will inevitably pass away, or is it to 
be the One who will never pass away though he remains at this point 
unseen to mere physical sight? We are speaking of Jesus Christ, 
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Redeemer of the world and Son of God made man. He it is in whom 
we are called to live and whom, by our daily life, we manifest and 
witness to before others. 
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Thursday of the Twenty-fifth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon I am the salvation of the people, says the Lord. 
Should they cry to me in any distress, I will hear them, and I will be 
their Lord for ever. 

Collect O God, who founded all the commands of your sacred Law 
upon love of you and of our neighbour, grant that, by keeping your 
precepts, we may merit to attain eternal life. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Haggai 1:1-8; Psalm 149; Luke 9:7-9 

Now Herod the tetrarch heard about all that was going on. And he was 
perplexed because some were saying that John had been raised from 
the dead, others that Elijah had appeared, and still others that one of 
the prophets of long ago had come back to life. But Herod said, "I 
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beheaded John. Who , then, is this I hear such things about? ” And he 
tried to see him. (Luke 9:7-9) 

Seeing Jesus It is clear that during our Lord’s public ministry his 
fame spread not only in Judea and Galilee but to the territories 
immediately beyond. To a degree and for a brief period Jesus became 
known beyond his own country. He was known in the country of the 
Gerasenes where he had actually visited. He was known in Tyre and 
the region of the Decapolis. Though his mission was only to the House 
of Israel, this fame was a foretaste of what was to come when he had 
entered into his glory and the infant Church was launched on its 
universal mission. As we read in our Gospel passage today Herod 
certainly heard about him, and we read how people with connections to 
Herod’s own household were found among our Lord’s followers. Some 
were saying to Herod that John had risen from the dead. Others were 
claiming that Jesus was one of the old prophets come back to life. 
Herod became concerned and perplexed, for he had executed John. So 
“he tried to see him.” What was our Lord’s response? He refused to 
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have anything to do with him. On one occasion he referred to Herod as 
“that fox.” When they eventually did meet, it was when Pilate sent our 
Lord to Herod in chains, as it were, and our Lord refused so much as to 
say a word to him. Why? It was because Herod’s moral attitude 
excluded any appropriate relation or communication with our Lord. 
This reminds us that faith in Jesus, which is the divinely intended path 
to salvation, involves a proper moral disposition. It requires a 
submission of the will to what is good and a desire to do what is good. 
It requires a conversion, or at least a desire to turn away from sin. We 
remember Zacchaeus, the chief tax collector whose later words suggest 
that he had defrauded and in other ways gained his wealth in unjust 
ways. Our Lord drew near to where he was waiting up in the tree in 
order to see Jesus more clearly. Our Lord warmly spoke to him, and 
invited himself to his home to dine. Our Lord saw that he was a true 
son of Abraham who wanted to serve God. In his heart of hearts, he 
wanted what was good, so he aspired to see Jesus. 
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Whatever God may seek to do for us, in a sense he is dependent 
on our own moral dispositions. That is to say, he is dependent on our 
implicit willingness to accept him and his moral requirements. Our 
Lord once put this point in the form of a parable. It like a man going 
out to sow seed — and he himself, God the Son made man, is that 
sower of the seed. Some seed fell on the footpath, some on rocky 
ground, some among the thorns, and some fell on good soil. It was the 
good soil that received the seed and that seed then produced its fruit, 
some thirty, some sixty, and some a hundred fold. Those who are the 
good seed are those who hear the word and understand and accept it 
with a true moral readiness to put it into practice. Our Lord said that it 
is not those who say to me Lord, Lord , who will enter the kingdom of 
heaven, but the man who does the will of my Father in heaven. To 
receive him, a moral readiness is necessary. St John makes this point 
when he wrote that the Word was made flesh and dwelt among us. He 
came to his own and his own would not receive him. This was because, 
he writes, they hated the light since their deeds were evil. Their moral 
disposition was not for the good but for evil. They did not want the 
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good. They preferred evil. Of course this status or disposition of the 
heart can be present in different persons in various degrees and it 
constitutes the fight against sin which ought to be going on in each 
person’s life till the end. But our Gospel scene today in which Herod 
wanted to see Jesus (Luke 9: 7-9) illustrates in striking fashion the 
general point that the person of Christ the Saviour is accessible to the 
one who genuinely desires to renounce sin, even if he knows that he is 
weak and will repeatedly fail. It is summed up in the words of our 
Lord’s own preaching, Repent, for the kingdom of God is at hand. A 
change of heart is required if we are “to see Jesus.” Blessed are the pure 
of heart, our Lord would say, for they shall see God. 

Thinking of the case of Herod and of how he tried to see Jesus, 
let us remember that in a sense the purpose of life is “to see Jesus.” But 
we must want “to see Jesus” in order to be his disciple, or to be his 
disciple the more. Our Lord, just before he ascended into heaven, 
charged his disciples to go to the whole world and bring him to all the 
nations. The vocation of mankind is “to see Jesus,” but in the sense of 
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being his disciples. This means hearing the word and putting it into 
practice. As our Lord said, it is this person who is his mother and his 
sister and his brother. 
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Friday of the Twenty-fifth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon I am the salvation of the people, says the Lord. 
Should they cry to me in any distress, I will hear them, and I will be 
their Lord for ever. 

Collect O God, who founded all the commands of your sacred Law 
upon love of you and of our neighbour, grant that, by keeping your 
precepts, we may merit to attain eternal life. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Haggai 1:15-2:9; Psalm 42; Luke 9:18-22 

Once when Jesus was praying in private and his disciples were with 
him, he asked them, “Who do the crowds say I am?” They replied, 
“Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others, that one 
of the prophets of long ago has come back to life. ” “But what about 
you?” he asked. “Who do you say I am?” Peter answered, “God’s 
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Messiah. ” Jesus strictly warned them not to tell this to anyone. And he 
said, “The Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the 
elders, the chief priests and the teachers of the law, and he must be 
killed and on the third day be raised to life. ” Then he said to them all: 
“Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and take up 
their cross daily and follow me. For whoever wants to save their life 
will lose it, but whoever loses their life for me will save it. What good is 
it for you to gain the whole world, and yet lose or forfeit your very self? 
(Luke 9: 18-22) 

Who Is He? Our Gospel scene today presents a central moment in 
our Lord’s public ministry. His entire public ministry was focused on 
his announcing the arrival of the Kingdom of God, together with the 
revelation that this Kingdom was profoundly connected with his 
person. Faith in him was essential to entry into the Kingdom. So it was 
necessary that the message be received that not only was he the 
long-awaited Messiah, but that he was the Son of God. The redemption 
of mankind from sin and his sanctification as God intended it, was only 
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possible through God himself. It was in Jesus that God had come 
among us to do this work. A mere creature could not do what God 
planned to do for fallen man. And so today’s Gospel scene was a 
critical moment in the work of Christ prior to his Passion. Our Lord 
paused with his disciples and asked them who people were saying he 
was. Our Lord knew what they were saying. St John tells us in his 
Gospel that he did not need anyone to tell him about any man, for he 
knew what was going on in their hearts. For instance, St John tells us 
that at the end of his discourse on the Eucharist (chapter 6) Jesus said 
that one of the Twelve was a devil. He already knew that Judas, who 
had heard his doctrine that one had to eat his flesh and drink his blood 
to have eternal life, had in his heart of hearts completely turned away 
from him. So Christ knew what the crowds were saying. He would 
also have read the hearts of the Twelve, including that of Judas, but he 
wanted a clear act of faith and their profession of it to be uttered openly. 
Simon, as head of the Twelve and their future rock, rose magnificently 
to the occasion. Jesus is the Messiah , the Christ. That is Luke’s 
account, having heard it from eye-witnesses and those who knew. 



2093 


Matthew, who was an actual eye-witness, provides us with more of 
Simon’s profession in his Gospel. He tells us that Simon also professed 
to our Lord that he was the Son of the living God. With that, our Lord 
then — in Matthew’s Gospel — told him that he had been illumined by 
the Father and that he was blessed for it, and conferred on him unique 
prerogatives in his Church. The scene was indeed a pivotal moment in 
Christ’s ministry. 

But then our Lord, having received this profession of faith, goes 
on immediately to set out both the nature of his mission as Messiah, and 
the nature of being his disciple. His mission of God’s anointed King 
involved the opposite of what the world expected of kings, and the 
victory he would attain involved an utterly different path from the 
victories sought by the world. His being King meant that “ The Son of 
Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the elders, the chief 
priests and the teachers of the law, and he must be killed and on the 
third day be raised to life.” This sequence of events would constitute 
the heart of his mission. For this reason Archbishop Fulton Sheen used 
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to say that Christ was bom precisely in order to suffer and to die. This 
was the divine key to his victory for mankind. His death was the 
greatest act of his life, a true action of the first order, a deed whereby 
the world was saved by his witness to the truth in obedience to his 
heavenly Father. When standing before Pontius Pilate, our Lord said 
that the reason why he was bom into the world was to bear witness to 
the truth. The truth he bore witness to by his death was the truth about 
his own person, and this is the truth that Simon bore witness to in our 
Gospel passage today. Then our Lord continued, “ Whoever wants to be 
my disciple must deny themselves and take up their cross daily and 
follow me. For whoever wants to save their life will lose it, but whoever 
loses their life for me will save it ” (Luke 9: 18-22). The daily cross of 
the Christian is above all to live a life based on the truth of Jesus, 
accepting in faith his Person into one’s heart in love, and living with 
resolve according to his teaching no matter what the cost. Christ is our 
model and leader in this life of witness to the truth. We cannot hope to 
do this unless we are working at our life of prayer, reading the 
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Scriptures, approaching regularly and with devotion the sacraments, and 
striving daily to do God’s will. 

Our Gospel passage today is a magnificent passage in which we 
have the essence of Christian doctrine and the essence of Christian 
practice. The doctrine of the Christian religion centres around the 
person of Jesus. He is the Christ, the son of the living God. Christian 
practice is to follow him whatever be the cost. So then, let each of us 
say, Now I begin! 
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Saturday of the Twenty-fifth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon I am the salvation of the people, says the Lord. 
Should they cry to me in any distress, I will hear them, and I will be 
their Lord for ever. 

Collect O God, who founded all the commands of your sacred Law 
upon love of you and of our neighbour, grant that, by keeping your 
precepts, we may merit to attain eternal life. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Zechariah 2:5-9.14-15; Psalm: Jeremiah 31; 

Luke 9:43-45 

While everyone was marvelling at all that Jesus did, he said to his 
disciples, “Listen carefully to what I am about to tell you: The Son of 
Man is going to be delivered over to human hands. ” But they did not 
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understand what this meant. It was hidden from them, so that they did 
not grasp it, and they were afraid to ask him about it. (Luke 9:43-45) 

Suffering In just a few sentences, our Gospel scene today 

presents one of the greatest mysteries of the ways of God. Everyone 
was marveling at all that Jesus did, and with good reason. He had just 
effortlessly cured a boy of a terrible affliction by a spirit that proved 
beyond the powers of our Lord’s own disciples. The boy was an only 
son and nothing seemed to avail in his cure. But, at a word, Christ 
cured him and drove out the demon. There was nothing that Jesus 
could not do and his great powers were completely at the service of the 
afflicted. Their exercise invited faith in him. What would one expect 
of such a person as Jesus? One would naturally expect that he would go 
from strength to strength in his course of doing good and in his path of 
increasing influence, for what could stop him? He presented himself as 
the Promised One and proved it by every indication. All could place 
their faith in him. St Luke tells us that while all were marveling at what 
he did, he said to his disciples, “ Listen carefully to what I am about to 
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tell you: The Son of Man is going to be delivered over to human hands ” 
(Luke 9: 43-45). Christ’s path was to be the opposite of normal human 
success. He was to be handed over in defeat to his enemies. He said 
this in such a way as to mean that it was his very mission to be handed 
over. His disciples simply could not comprehend it, for Jesus was 
showing in every way that he was master. It was hidden from them. 
This incomprehension was to be expected, because from a natural point 
of view reversals and suffering are scarcely to be seen as positive 
things, for what is positive about them? What good can come from 
reversals and failure, in themselves? They are unfortunate results which 
man endures, tries to overcome and avoid in his attempts to be 
successful. Jesus was intimating that suffering and seeming disaster 
was pregnant with abundant success. This was beyond them. It would 
require a special light from on high if Christ’s path were to be 
understood. 

And so it is. It was not primarily by his preaching and by his 
miracles that Christ redeemed the world, even though this public 
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ministry had a place in the work of redemption. It was above all 
through his passion, death and resurrection that he effected his work as 
the Saviour. It was above all then that he bore witness to the truth of 
his person and teaching. He freely gave himself up into the hands of his 
enemies in order to bear this witness, knowing that it would mean 
untold suffering. The suffering, let us remember, was far greater than 
appearances indicated, because in fact Jesus was being burdened with 
the sins of all mankind. His sufferings were expiatory. Whatever could 
be visibly seen or imagined of his sufferings were but the tip of the 
iceberg, we might say, for Christ’s sufferings were making up for the 
sin of the world. Nor was it simply that he suffered. He suffered in 
obedience. To use philosophical categories, we might say that the 
sufferings were the matter that was being offered up to the Father, while 
the obedience of Christ informed them. Christ’s sufferings resulted 
from and expressed Christ’s absolute obedience to the Father, and in 
this he made up for the disobedience of man and expiated for the sins of 
the world. There is a further implication for the human race. The 
problem for man is the evil and suffering he must endure. Why this has 
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to be so if there is a good God, is largely a mystery to natural reason. 
But so it is. Now, if we unite ourselves to Christ in his sufferings, we 
shall share in the upshot of his sufferings. That upshot is new life, the 
resurrection and the redemption of mankind — even if these results are 
never visibly seen. So when we think of the almost unending sea of 
human suffering, we ought think of the mystery of Christ’s sufferings 
and look on it in that light. Human suffering has been transformed into 
a source of life. The key is to suffer in union with Christ. If we suffer 
with him we shall rise with him. 

How this works out in actual fact is a further matter and its truth 
may never be seen in its full reality this side of the grave. But the fact 
that Christ rose means that suffering and death (which is its final 
upshot) has now the seed of new life within it provided we suffer in 
union with Jesus. Let us pray for the grace to have sufficient faith in 
Jesus to appreciate this, and sufficient love for him and for our fellow 
man to bring this message to others. 
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Twenty-sixth Sunday of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Daniel 3: 31, 29, 30, 43, 42 All that you have done 
to us, O Lord, you have done with true judgment, for we have sinned 
against you and not obeyed your commandments. But give glory to 
your name and deal with us according to the bounty of your mercy. 

Collect O God, who manifest your almighty power above all by 
pardoning and showing mercy, bestow, we pray, your grace abundantly 
upon us and make those hastening to attain your promises heirs to the 
treasures of heaven. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Ezechiel 18:25-28; Psalm 24; Philippians 2:1-11; 
Matthew 21:28-32 

Jesus said to the chief priests and the elders: “ What do you think? 
There was a man who had two sons. He went to the first and said, 
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‘Son, go and work today in the vineyard. 7 will not, ’ he answered, 
but later he changed his mind and went. “Then the father went to the 
other son and said the same thing. He answered, 7 will, sir, ’ but he did 
not go. “Which of the two did what his father wanted?” “The first, ” 
they answered. Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, the tax collectors 
and the prostitutes are entering the kingdom of God ahead of you. For 
John came to you to show you the way of righteousness, and you did not 
believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes did. And even 
after you saw this, you did not repent and believe him. (Matthew 
21:28-32) 

Merit There are some fundamental truths that the Christian virtually 
takes for granted and which he may be surprised to team that other 
religions do not hold. One such truth is that at the end of life there is a 
judgment by God on each person’s deeds, and each person will be 
rewarded or punished accordingly. This is not held by all the religions 
of man, so we ought to be grateful to God that he has revealed it. It 
gives to every stage of life and to every choice we make a tremendous 
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significance. Day by day we are forging our own eternity. Having had 
this great truth revealed to us by Christ himself, it gives meaning to the 
recurring pattern in life of rewards and punishments for the things we 
choose to do. When a person is rewarded for something commendable 
he has done such as some act of bravery, generosity or real quality, or 
when a person is punished for something wrong that he has chosen to 
do, this is a reminder of the judgment of God that will be pronounced 
on all our thoughts, words and deeds. However, there is a tremendous 
difference between the judgments of this life and the judgment of God 
in the next. In life the judgments of others on what we have done can 
be profoundly mistaken. What many people receive from life is not in 
proportion to their merits. Their goodness of life, their honest efforts, 
the worth of their work, all this can go unacknowledged and 
unrewarded, while those of mediocre or few merits can receive rewards 
they do not deserve. Those guilty of wrongdoing and deserving of 
punishment can even receive the rewards due to those who have done 
good. This will not be the case with those judged by God. 
Furthermore, our Gospel today reminds us of another factor in the 
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matter of merit before God. God will count sincere repentance from sin 
as a form of merit. That is to say, it will be rewarded as a very good act 
which opens paradise for us. As our Lord says to the chief priests and 
the elders, “ Truly 1 tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are 
entering the kingdom of God ahead of you. For John came to you to 
show you the way of righteousness, and you did not believe him, but the 
tax collectors and the prostitutes did. And even after you saw this, you 
did not repent and believe him.” (Matthew 21:28-32) 

Our eternity will depend on what we have merited. In general, 
merit refers to the right to recompense for a good deed. Of course, 
inasmuch as we have received everything from God, we are not able to 
merit anything of ourselves, considered apart from him. The Catholic 
Church teaches that by means of God’s sustaining hand, by means of 
the freedom of choice he has granted us and which he sustains within 
us, and by means of our union with Christ who is the source of all our 
merits before God, we are truly able to gain merit in his sight. The 
pattern of merit and reward that we see at work constantly in life — 
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even if operating at times very poorly — is similar to the pattern which 
is and will be at work in our relationship with God. That is, God will 
reward us for our good choices, even though it is he who by his grace 
sustains us in our free choices. We shall merit the reward God will give 
for what we freely do by means of his sustaining power and grace. We 
merit what he enables us to merit. For this reason our merit gained for 
our good works must be attributed fundamentally and in the first place 
to the grace and power of God and then to our free choice (which itself 
is sustained by him). When moved by the Holy Spirit we can merit for 
ourselves and for others the graces needed for our sanctification and for 
the attainment of eternal life. Even temporal goods, suitable for us, can 
be merited in accordance with the plan of God. But no one can merit 
the initial grace which is at the origin of our conversion and 
justification. So then, as St Paul puts it, we should work at our 
salvation and sanctification with trembling. That is to say, we ought 
work at it as if all depended on us, while praying as if, and knowing 
that, the beginning and all progress depends on the power and grace of 
God. Especially ought we to work at repentance and turning away from 
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sin, believing constantly in God and his mercy and goodness. The 
saints were convinced that their merits were poor, but they trusted in the 
goodness and grace of God. This will be our consolation at the end — 
not the good deeds we by his grace might well have done, but his mercy 
and compassion which will reward faith in him and obedience to his 
commands. 

One modem saint used constantly to say, Now I begin ! He was 
saying that whatever be our past, let us go to Christ, ask his forgiveness 
and start again with vigour, trusting in his mercy. He will reward us, 
but let us leave the reward to him. Let us just begin, always starting 
again in our daily effort to do his will. If we do this then we shall merit 
eternal life. 

Further Reading : The Catechism of the Catholic Church, no. 
2006-2011 (Merit) 
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Monday of the Twenty-sixth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Daniel 3:31, 29, 30, 43, 42 All that you have done 
to us, O Lord, you have done with true judgment, for we have sinned 
against you and not obeyed your commandments. But give glory to 
your name and deal with us according to the bounty of your mercy. 

Collect O God, who manifest your almighty power above all by 
pardoning and showing mercy, bestow, we pray, your grace abundantly 
upon us and make those hastening to attain your promises heirs to the 
treasures of heaven. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Zechariah 8:1-8; Psalm 101; Luke 9:46-50 

An argument started among the disciples of Jesus as to which of them 
would be the greatest. Jesus, knowing their thoughts, took a little child 


and made him stand beside him. Then he said to them, Whoever 



2108 


welcomes this little child in my name welcomes me; and whoever 
welcomes me welcomes the one who sent me. For he who is least 
among you all — he is the greatest. Master, said John, we saw a man 
driving out demons in your name and we tried to stop him, because he 
is not one of us. Do not stop him, Jesus said, for whoever is not against 
you is for you. (Luke 9: 46-50) 

Brethren Separated In view of the state of Christianity as it has 
been for the far greater part of its entire history, the last verse of our 
Gospel passage today warrants reflection. In the Letters of John we are 
warned against the Antichrist, against those who deny certain 
prerogatives of Christ and against those who are not of the Christian 
fold. Throughout the Letters of St Paul there are warnings against those 
who corrupt the teaching of Christ and on at least one occasion he 
orders the excommunication of one member of the Church. From the 
Church’s infancy, heresy and schism have been major problems. We 
think especially of the great Arian heresy that lasted centuries in one 
form or another despite the condemnation of it by the Church’s Council 
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of Nicaea, a heresy that has never died out but lives on in various forms 
to this day. There has been the great split between the Catholic and 
Orthodox Churches, and then between the Catholic and Protestant 
Churches, and the numerous splits among the Protestant Churches. 
Condemnation has followed condemnation, and there have even been 
religious wars. How relevant is Christ’s prayer to his heavenly Father 
that all his disciples be one, so that the world might believe that the 
Father sent him! In our Gospel passage today, the Apostle John comes 
to our Lord and tells him that “we saw a man driving out demons in 
your name and we tried to stop him, because he is not one of us.'’’’ “Do 
not stop him ”, Jesus said, “for whoever is not against you is for you’'’ 
(Luke 9: 46-50). Of course, this case was somewhat different from that 
involving heresies. The person John refers to as having driven out 
demons in the name of Jesus was not denying the teaching of the 
Apostles about their Master. For instance, he was not denying that he 
was the Messiah. He was not denying that the Kingdom of God was 
present which was the proclamation of those sent out by our Lord. He 
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was simply acting in faith in the power of Jesus but doing so without 
explicit authorization. So, what are we to make of this? 

Our Lord’s response is yet another example of his directive to be 
charitable. We remember how, when our Lord was passing through 
Samaria on his way to Jerusalem, he and his disciples were refused 
entry to a Samaritan village. Once again, it was John (with his brother 
James) who responded. He asked our Lord if fire could be called down 
from heaven on that village in punishment for their affront to Jesus. 
But Jesus rebuked him and left for another venue. Our Lord asks of his 
disciples that they treat others as brothers. The person in our Gospel 
today (Luke 9: 46-50) who was driving out demons in his name was 
clearly acting in good faith, and had a belief in Jesus even if it was 
poorly conceived. But this is not in any way to say that Jesus wished 
his disciples to be indifferent to the truth of his person and teaching. 
When this truth was denied by others, then they had to bear witness to 
his truth unto death. When standing before Pontius Pilate, Christ said 


that it was for this that he had been bom, to bear witness to the truth 
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and all those who were of the truth listen to his voice. He warned his 
disciples that they would be brought before kings and governors on 
account of his name, and that would be the opportunity to bear witness 
before the pagans. He also said that those who persecuted them and put 
them to death would do so thinking they were doing a good deed. I 
referred above to the tremendous problem of disunity that pervades the 
Christian world. The Catholic Church claims to be the Church founded 
by Christ on the rock of Peter. Other churches and communions 
sincerely and in good faith think this is mistaken and that their church is 
the Church Christ envisioned. We must look on one another as brothers 
in Christ because of our common faith in him and because we are in 
Christ by baptism. There is so much we have in common. At the same 
time precisely as brothers we must dialogue truthfully, bearing witness 
to the truth before one another until, due to the grace of the Holy Spirit 
full and true unity in Christ obtains. 

Let us love one another. Addressing his disciples our Lord said, 
this is my command that you love one another as I have loved you. Let 
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us bear this in mind in all our dealings with those who are our brothers 
in faith, even though to varying degrees they are separated from us. 
There is so much we have in common, and there is much that we can 
jointly bear witness to before the world. 

-- 
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Tuesday of the Twenty-sixth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Daniel 3: 31, 29, 30, 43, 42 All that you have done 
to us, O Lord, you have done with true judgment, for we have sinned 
against you and not obeyed your commandments. But give glory to 
your name and deal with us according to the bounty of your mercy. 

Collect O God, who manifest your almighty power above all by 
pardoning and showing mercy, bestow, we pray, your grace abundantly 
upon us and make those hastening to attain your promises heirs to the 
treasures of heaven. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Zechariah 8:20-23; Psalm 86; Luke 9:51-56 

As the time approached for him to be taken up to heaven, Jesus 
resolutely set out for Jerusalem. And he sent messengers on ahead, 
who went into a Samaritan village to get things ready for him; but the 
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people there did not welcome him, because he was heading for 
Jerusalem. When the disciples James and John saw this, they asked, 
“Lord, do you want us to call fire down from heaven to destroy them?” 
But Jesus turned and rebuked them. Then he and his disciples went to 
another village. (Luke 9: 51-56) 

Charity Our Gospel scene today places us at the last stages of our 
Lord’s public ministry. Luke describes it as the time approaching his 
being taken up into heaven. Incidentally, it may be observed that 
various religions in the history of man have “ going up into heaven ” as 
the proper end of life. It is not absolutely unique to revealed religion 
that a place of reward awaits those who live a good life. Of course their 
notions of “heaven” vary enormously and they cannot be identified with 
the revelation Christ has made of the glory that awaits those who are 
judged worthy. Well then, our Lord approaches the time when he will 
be taken up to heaven. But the next statement is and always will be of 
unique significance. As our Lord approaches his proper end which is 
heaven, he “ resolutely set out for Jerusalem .” What this signifies, of 
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course, is that he resolutely set out to embrace his Passion. If Jesus 
Christ is the Archetype of Man, his perennial Exemplar, then the 
Passion too is the exemplar of the path that God has revealed for man. 
Repeatedly our Lord made it clear to his Apostles and closest disciples 
that he had to suffer and die in rejection if he was to enter his glory. 
For some mysterious reason, in the plan of God this was necessary. 
Soon after Christ’s birth, the aged Simeon had prophesied that the Child 
would be a sign that would be contradicted and that his own mother 
would have a sword pass through her very soul. She would be the first 
Christian to follow him as he suffered, and would suffer with him. The 
path she followed would be, in the plan of God, the path all men are 
called to follow, for all men are called to be Christ’s disciples. Our 
Lord said, if anyone wishes to be my disciple, let him take up his cross 
every day and follow me. Just before he ascended into heaven he 
directed his disciples to go to the whole world and make disciples of all 
the nations. So all men are called to follow Christ as he makes his way 
resolutely for Jerusalem where he will suffer and die. 
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All men are called, but what is the attitude of the Christian to 
those who do not respond, or for whatever reason will not accept 
Christ? Our Gospel passage of today gives us Christ’s example. We 
read that as he made his way resolutely towards Jerusalem, “ he sent 
messengers on ahead, who went into a Samaritan village to get things 
ready for him; but the people there did not welcome him, because he 
was heading for Jerusalem. When the disciples James and John saw 
this, they asked, Lord, do you want us to call fire down from heaven to 
destroy them? But Jesus turned and rebuked them. Then he and his 
disciples went to another village ,, (Luke 9: 51-56). The Samaritans of 
this village would not accept him. We may presume that in their case it 
was not a matter of rejecting his claims or his teaching because they 
would scarcely have known it. It was largely ignorance and prejudice. 
They were not willing to cooperate with those who put Jerusalem and 
its religion before Samaria and its religion. Now, what was the reaction 
of Christ’s disciples to this affront? James and John (who went on to be 
the pillars of the infant Church, St Paul tells us) were consumed with 
indignation at the insult to our Lord, and wanted fire to be sent from 
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heaven to destroy them. Our Lord’s response was utterly different. It 
was gentle, charitable and accommodating. He rebuked his disciples 
for their attitude and went with them to another village. The event 
reminds us that Christ is the Model and the Saviour of mankind and 
shows the path to glory. That path consists in the following of him, 
especially in his Passion. But many will not respond, will not 
understand, will not in any way even know. To them the disciple of 
Christ must be charitable, gentle and accommodating. He must be as 
Christ was in his response to the Samaritans. We remember how in one 
of his stories our Lord held up a Good Samaritan as the model of that 
charity towards those in need that leads to eternal life. 

Our Gospel scene today presents us with the person of Jesus 
resolutely on his way to Jerusalem where he would sacrifice his life for 
the redemption of man. It was the supreme gift of love. At the same 
time his response to the inhospitable Samaritans is full of the same love 
that filled his Sacred Heart. Let us contemplate the heart of Christ and 
endeavour, with the aid God’s grace, to model our hearts on his. 
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Wednesday of the Twenty-sixth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Daniel 3: 31, 29, 30, 43, 42 All that you have done 
to us, O Lord, you have done with true judgment, for we have sinned 
against you and not obeyed your commandments. But give glory to 
your name and deal with us according to the bounty of your mercy. 

Collect O God, who manifest your almighty power above all by 
pardoning and showing mercy, bestow, we pray, your grace abundantly 
upon us and make those hastening to attain your promises heirs to the 
treasures of heaven. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Nehemiah 2:1-8; Psalm 136; Luke 9:57-62 

As they were walking along the road, a man said to Jesus, “I will follow 
you wherever you go. ” Jesus replied, “Foxes have holes and birds have 
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nests, but the Son of Man has no place to lay his head. ” He said to 
another man, “Follow me. ” But he replied, “Lord, first let me go and 
bury my father. ” Jesus said to him, “Let the dead bury their own dead, 
but you go and proclaim the kingdom of God. ” Still another said, “I 
will follow you, Lord; but first let me go back and say good-by to my 
family. ” Jesus replied, “No one who puts a hand to the plow and looks 
back is fit for sendee in the kingdom of God. ” (Luke 9:57-62) 

Following Christ Once again, as with so many passages in the 
Gospels, we are brought before the great fact of the Kingdom of God. 
Our Lord directs one of the men who come to him to “go and proclaim 
the kingdom of God.” To another he speaks of what “ service in the 
kingdom of GocF entails. The Kingdom of God in the Scriptures and as 
proclaimed by our Lord is the rule and lordship of God, but not just in 
some vague and general sense. God had a definite plan as to the nature 
of his promised rule. Our Lord was sent by the Father to establish this 
promised Kingdom in which God would ultimately be all in all. 
Entering God’s Kingdom and accepting his rule means becoming 
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subject to God on God’s tenns. In the concrete it means following the 
person and teaching of Jesus because God’s rule is found in him. 
Speaking even more precisely, the following of Jesus is, in God’s plan, 
to be done in and through membership of his Church. All of this our 
Lord progressively revealed to his Apostles and disciples. In our 
Gospel passage today our Lord speaks of the following of him and 
sharing in his mission. This, of course, is distinctive of the Christian 
religion. The Christian religion is not just a moral code. Its moral code 
derives from the person and teaching of Jesus — not as a code which he 
arbitrarily determines, but which he teaches as founded in God and 
objective reality. But the inspiration for following it and the certitude 
one gains as to its truth, is derived not only from reason but also from 
one’s love for and following of the person of Jesus. Christianity is the 
love for and following of a person, the person of Jesus, and sharing in 
his mission. This is what our Lord expects of the persons to whom he 
speaks in today’s Gospel passage, and what comes through in his words 
is our Lord’s warnings against attachments to things that can take one 
away from total attachment to him. Let us consider what he says. 



2121 


The first person says to him, “/ will follow you wherever you 
go.’’’’ Jesus replied, “ Foxes have holes and birds have nests, but the Son 
of Man has no place to lay his head.'’’’ That is to say, he must be 
prepared, if necessary, to lack even a sufficient abode. His living 
conditions may be very poor. Another whom he invited to follow him 
said, “Lord, first let me go and bury my father.” Jesus said to him, “ Let 
the dead bury their own dead, but you go and proclaim the kingdom of 
God.” That is to say, following him could even mean the sacrifice of 
many family ties and affections, a point repeated to a third person. To 
him he said, “No one who puts a hand to the plow and looks back is fit 
for service in the kingdom of God” (Luke 9: 57-62). What interferes 
with great love is the presence of other loves. What is to be said of a 
husband and family man who entertains the love of another woman? It 
is utterly reprehensible and must gradually destroy his entire 
relationship with his wife and family. He must root out of his life that 
other attachment and become entirely attached to his wife and family. 
Or again, what is to be said of a husband and family man who really 
loves his work more than his wife and family? It is reprehensible. That 
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attachment is a disorder and must be set aright. So it must be in our 
entire relationship with God and Christ. Man is made to know, love 
and serve God with all his heart. For the Christian who knows that 
Jesus is God, this means that he is to love Jesus with all his heart and 
soul, and this love is to be expressed in his total acceptance of and 
adherence to his teachings, and the obedient living according to them in 
everyday life. This requires that we rid ourselves of all attachments that 
will interfere with this primary love. This takes work, work every day 
of our lives. It will mean denying ourselves those things to which we 
are attached to the detriment of our love for Jesus. This is surely the 
message of today’s Gospel for the average Christian. 

We cannot afford to coast through life. We must set the right 
goals — the goals Christ has set — and have a plan of life to attain 
them. Let us place ourselves in today’s Gospel scene and observe how 
total is the calling that our Lord extends to his disciples. He calls on 
them to give him everything. What this means for each person depends 



2123 


on the particular vocation and circumstances of each. But let us pray 
for the grace to respond as our Lord requests. 
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Thursday of the Twenty-sixth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Daniel 3: 31, 29, 30, 43, 42 All that you have done 
to us, O Lord, you have done with true judgment, for we have sinned 
against you and not obeyed your commandments. But give glory to 
your name and deal with us according to the bounty of your mercy. 

Collect O God, who manifest your almighty power above all by 
pardoning and showing mercy, bestow, we pray, your grace abundantly 
upon us and make those hastening to attain your promises heirs to the 
treasures of heaven. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Nehemiah 8:1-12; Psalm 18; Luke 10:1-12 

After this the Lord appointed seventy-two others and sent them two by 
two ahead of him to every town and place where he was about to go. 
He told them, “The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few. Ask 
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the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest 
field. Go! I am sending you out like lambs among wolves. Do not take 
a purse or bag or sandals; and do not greet anyone on the road. 
“When you enter a house, first say, ‘Peace to this house. ’ If the head of 
the house loves peace, your peace will rest on that house; if not, it will 
return to you. Stay there, eating and drinking whatever they give you, 
for workers deserx’e their wages. Do not move around from house to 
house. “When you enter a town and are welcomed, eat what is set 
before you. Heal the sick who are there and tell them, ‘The kingdom of 
God has come near to you. ’ But when you enter a town and are not 
welcomed, go into its streets and say, ‘Even the dust of your town we 
wipe from our feet as a warning to you. Yet be sure of this: The 
kingdom of God has come near. ’ I tell you, it will be more bearable on 
that day for Sodom than for that town. (Luke 10: 1-12) 

The Nobody It has often been noted that in Islamic thought one of 
the signs that Allah had blessed Islam from the very beginning was its 
military success. There is no doubt that the astonishing military 
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victories of Islam constitute an historical phenomenon. Mahomet 
employed arms in the cause of Allah and he was successful beyond 
expectation. His enemies were resisted and routed and he went on from 
strength to strength, as did his successors. Of course, the non-Muslim 
would balk at this being a divine sanction because there have been 
various remarkable military successes in history. Many of them have 
involved defeats for Islam itself. Be that as it may, let us notice how 
different were the ways of Christ as presented in our Gospel passage 
today. From the beginning our Lord intended to establish a Kingdom, 
far more promptly than did Mahomet whose idea of great expansion 
came to him in time. Christ immediately and from the beginning 
proclaimed a Kingdom: the Kingdom that had been long foretold. 
Moreover, he quickly gathered about him disciples who would share in 
his mission of extending his Kingdom. In our Gospel today we see him 
sending out seventy-two in pairs to announce its proximity. They were 
to carry no arms. They were to go like lambs among wolves. “Go /1 
am sending you out like lambs among wolves. Do not take a purse or 
bag or sandals; and do not greet anyone on the road. When you enter a 
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house, first say, 'Peace to this house. ’ If the head of the house loves 
peace, your peace will rest on that house; if not, it will return to you ,, 
(Luke 10: 1-12). They were to go in all their poverty and limitations 
and were to announce the coming of a Kingdom. In due course, they 
would draw others into that Kingdom. The point here is that the 
disciples were to do all this in all their ordinariness, all their natural 
limitations. It would involve three centuries of persecution, but victory 
would come. 

This means in effect that the ordinary person in all his 
ordinariness is integral to the advancement of the Kingdom of God, 
which is nothing other than the person of Christ and union with him. 
The entire world is called to the knowledge and love of Christ and to 
the implementation of his teaching. The Kingdom of God will reach its 
fullness when God is all in all through the acceptance of and union with 
Christ. This will depend immensely on the ordinary person, without 
arms, without, we might say, purse or bag or sandals. It will depend on 
the little person, the person who feels he has so little to offer the great 
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cause of God and Christ. I speak of the seeming Nobody, the kind of 
persons our Lord generally selected to make up his band of Apostles 
and disciples. God does not need armies, horses and chariots. St Paul 
appealed to Christ to take away his thorn of the flesh for it was 
impeding his work for him. But the reply of Christ was, my power 
works in human weakness. It is by each member of Christ’s faithful 
fulfilling his daily responsibilities towards others, especially those in 
need, that the Kingdom of God will be advanced. His temptation will 
be to think that his puny daily efforts are of little value, especially when 
he sees that this is the attitude of others around him. But it is not so. 
Let him think of that scene in the Gospel in which our Lord was seated 
in the Treasury of the Temple watching the rich put in their 
contributions. They put in a great deal. Then he saw a poor widow 
who put in a mere two small coins. He called his disciples to him and 
said that the poor widow had put in more than all the others because she 
had given all she had to live on, while they had given simply what they 
had over — what they did not need. This should give consolation to the 
little person, the average member of Christ’s Faithful who shares in the 
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mission of Christ and the Church. His life and his labours rank high in 
the estimation of the Master. 

Let us, whoever we are, see ourselves in the seventy-two whom 
our Lord sent out ahead of him. He sends us out every day to serve and 
to represent him. We are, we may think, Nobodies. Perhaps we are, 
but that does not matter. We are chosen by the Lord to be members of 
his body by faith and Baptism. We are graced with a share in his 
mission. We shall do this if we do all we should do well and out of love 
for him. 
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Friday of the Twenty-sixth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Daniel 3: 31, 29, 30, 43, 42 All that you have done 
to us, O Lord, you have done with true judgment, for we have sinned 
against you and not obeyed your commandments. But give glory to 
your name and deal with us according to the bounty of your mercy. 

Collect O God, who manifest your almighty power above all by 
pardoning and showing mercy, bestow, we pray, your grace abundantly 
upon us and make those hastening to attain your promises heirs to the 
treasures of heaven. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Baruch 1:15-22; Psalm78; Luke 10:13-16 

Jesus said: Woe to you, Korazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! For if the 
miracles that were performed in you had been performed in Tyre and 
Sidon, they would have repented long ago, sitting in sackcloth and 
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ashes. But it will be more bearable for Tyre and Sidon at the judgment 
than for you. And you, Capernaum, will you be lifted up to the skies? 
No, you will go down to the depths. He who listens to you listens to me; 
he who rejects you rejects me; but he who rejects me rejects him who 
sent me. (Luke 10:13-16) 

Repentance It has been observed that one of the notable 

characteristics of the Church in the very modem era is its reluctance to 
condemn. It is part and parcel of an emphasis on dialogue as the 
principal means of evangelization. In his first Encyclical Ecclesiam 
Suam, Pope Paul VI proposed dialogue as the key to evangelization in 
the modem world. However, there are those who see absolutely no role 
or place for condemnation in the action of the Church. Hence Pope 
Paul VI himself was widely rejected for his firm condemnation of 
artificial methods of birth control in his Encyclical Humanae Vitae in 
1968. But it was perhaps his finest hour and one of the most striking 
moments in the action of the papacy that century. He rose to the 
occasion of prophetically witnessing to the truth despite, we might say, 
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the opposition of the entire age. He suffered accordingly. Archbishop 
Fulton Sheen told him he would be crucified for it. His future 
canonization will vindicate his holy life, of which his Encyclical was a 
manifestation. I mention this as an introduction to our Gospel passage 
today in which we see our Lord condemning the towns of Korazin and 
Bethsaida, and his own town of residence, Caphernaum. And how 
firmly he condemned them! He told them that they were heading for 
hell. “It will be more bearable for Tyre and Siclon at the judgment than 
for you", he said to Korazin and Bethsaida. “ And you, Capernaum ,” he 
continued, “ will you be lifted up to the skies? No, you will go down to 
the depths .” And what was the cause his condemnation of them? They 
refused to repent. “ Jesus said: Woe to you, Korazin! Woe to you, 
Bethsaida! For if the miracles that were performed in you had been 
performed in Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented long ago, 
sitting in sackcloth and ashes.'’’’ Our passage today (Luke 10:13-16) 
reminds us of how fundamental is repentance in the Christian and 
human life. The refusal to repent is deeply sinful, and it will lead to 
hell. We must repent of our sins if we hope to attain heaven. 
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At the very beginning of our Lord’s public ministry he preached 
repentance. Repent, for the Kingdom of God is at hand , he said. He 
condemned the Pharisees for their lack of repentance, telling them that 
sinners would enter the Kingdom of heaven before they. On one 
occasion he told the parable of the Pharisee and the Publican who were 
both praying in the Temple. We might say it was a parable about the 
difference between a respectable and admired man and a sinner. The 
Pharisee stood there portraying to God what he thought to be his good 
deeds and the Publican stood at the back beating his breast and 
murmuring, O God be merciful to me a sinner. He was repentant. The 
Pharisee lacked all repentance. At the very end, when our Lord was 
dying on the cross, there were two criminals dying on each side of him. 
The one was repentant and the other was not. The one said to the other 
that they deserved what was being done to them, whereas Jesus had 
done nothing wrong. Then he turned to Jesus and said, Remember me 
when you come into your Kingdom. Our Lord turned to him and said 
that that very day he would be with him in Paradise. He was repentant, 


and he loved God. We remember the occasion when our Lord was 
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invited into the house of a leading Pharisee. During the meal there 
entered a woman who had the reputation of being a sinner. She came to 
Jesus and knelt at his feet, washing them with her tears and drying them 
with her hair. Our Lord forgave her sins, and held her example up 
before the unrepentant Pharisees. She had repented of her sins, whereas 
they had not. Christ asks of us that we repent. Our difficulty is that we, 
we of the modern age, tend to think that we have not sinned, or that we 
have sinned little, or that sins do not matter. In that particular respect 
we tend to be like the Pharisees. We need to recover a sense of sin and 
this is a grace to be prayed for. It ought be prayed for every day when 
we make an examination of our conscience. Let us resolve to repent. 

This spirit of repentance ought to be growing every day of our 
lives. Our greatest act of repentance ought be at the hour of our death, 
when we ought ask the pardon of God in the spirit of the Publican. But 
if we have had little repentance in our life, it will be difficult to gain it 
at the end. Let us pray for the grace to repent, especially of the 
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numerous minor offences against God during every day. Repentance is 
a major virtue, and ought be practised and sought throughout one’s life. 
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Saturday of the Twenty-sixth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Daniel 3: 31, 29, 30, 43, 42 All that you have done 
to us, O Lord, you have done with true judgment, for we have sinned 
against you and not obeyed your commandments. But give glory to 
your name and deal with us according to the bounty of your mercy. 

Collect O God, who manifest your almighty power above all by 
pardoning and showing mercy, bestow, we pray, your grace abundantly 
upon us and make those hastening to attain your promises heirs to the 
treasures of heaven. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Baruch 4:5-12.27-29; Psalm 68; Luke 10:17-24 

The seventy-two returned with joy and said, “Lord, even the demons 
submit to us in your name. ” He replied, “I saw Satan fall like lightning 
from heaven. 1 have given you authority to trample on snakes and 
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scorpions and to overcome all the power of the enemy; nothing will 
harm you. However, do not rejoice that the spirits submit to you, but 
rejoice that your names are written in heaven. ” At that time Jesus, full 
of joy through the Holy Spirit, said, “I praise you, Father, Lord of 
heaven and earth, because you have hidden these things from the wise 
and learned, and revealed them to little children. Yes, Father, for this 
was your good pleasure. “All things have been committed to me by my 
Father. No one knows who the Son is except the Father, and no one 
knows who the Father is except the Son and those to whom the Son 
chooses to reveal him. ” Then he turned to his disciples and said 
privately, “Blessed are the eyes that see what you see. For I tell you 
that many prophets and kings wanted to see what you see but did not 
see it, and to hear what you hear but did not hear it.” (Luke 10:17-24) 

Written in Heaven Our Lord had sent out seventy-two of his 
disciples to go ahead of him, exercising certain of his powers to show 
the truth of their preaching. They were to announce that he was soon to 
come and that the Kingdom of Heaven was on its way. It was the 
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hey-day of our Lord’s public ministry and these disciples were just as 
astonished as anyone at the powers they found they could exercise in 
Jesus’ name. They returned to our Lord “with joy”, telling him that 
“even the demons submit to us in your name.'’’ The word “even” ( kai, 
and, as well) implies that their powers were great, so great that even the 
demons were subject to them. They came back extolling our Lord’s 
power, of which they had been granted a share. They would have cured 
the sick and done, in their eyes, astonishing things for those in need. 
Our Lord acknowledged that he had given them this power. “/ saw 
Satan fall like lightning from heaven. I have given you authority to 
trample on snakes and scorpions and to overcome all the power of the 
enemy; nothing will harm you.’’'' But he immediately went on to tell 
them that it was not this that they ought rejoice in. Their cause of joy 
ought be that they were especially chosen and cherished by God. 
"However f he said, “ do not rejoice that the spirits submit to you, but 
rejoice that your names are written in heaven .” They were, in other 
words, his disciples, and this was their special gift and consolation. 
Then our Lord continued with a prayer to his heavenly Father, thanking 
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him for the gift of discipleship he had given to these little and ordinary 
ones. “Jesus, full of joy through the Holy Spirit, said, 7 praise you, 
Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have hidden these things 
from the wise and learned, and revealed them to little children. Yes, 
Father, for this was your good pleasure. All things have been 
committed to me by my Father. No one knows who the Son is except the 
Father, and no one knows who the Father is except the Son and those to 
whom the Son chooses to reveal him’" (Luke 10:17-24). 

Let us apply this great lesson to ourselves. We may not be able 
to point to great things we have done in life. We may not be able to 
boast of being widely acknowledged for our gifts and influence. But 
what every disciple of Christ has is the knowledge and the love of him 
who is the treasure of the world. Our Lord concludes his words in our 
Gospel passage today by turning to his disciples and saying to them 
privately, “Blessed are the eyes that see what you see. For I tell you 
that many prophets and kings wanted to see what you see but did not 
see it, and to hear what you hear but did not hear it.” Every member of 
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Christ’s faithful, every person who is united to Christ by faith and 
baptism possesses life’s greatest treasure, which is his Person. His 
Person and teaching, together with his supernatural gifts, is available in 
his body the Church. No matter what comes to us in life, be it success 
or failure, good times or bad, sickness or health, this is our consolation 
and our strength. It means that every circumstance in which we find 
ourselves can be made the occasion of a greater personal sanctification 
because in that circumstance Christ our treasure with whom we are 
united is present. He is there. More than this, it is especially in the 
circumstances causing suffering that he is present and by his grace 
sanctifying us, because in that situation of suffering we are united to 
him who suffered and died on the cross. By means of suffering he 
redeemed the world, and whenever we too suffer, by means of our 
union with him we contribute to the redemption and sanctification of 
the world. He is the transforming treasure of our lives. Accordingly, 
we ought base our lives not on hoped-for successes, or any other 
attainment, but on the fact that because we are in Christ our names are 
written in heaven. It is in this that we ought rejoice, and we can rejoice 
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in it in all circumstances, be they good or bad. For this reason St Paul 
writes, “Rejoice in the Lord always, again I say rejoice It is indeed in 
this that our Lord himself rejoices in our Gospel passage today. 

Every day our ambition ought be to grow in our vocation of 
being a disciple of Jesus. We ought rise every morning renewing this 
intention, of doing all for the greater glory of God, in union and 
friendship with Jesus. Christ is our consolation and our joy, and with 
him every circumstance of our lives becomes something very, very 
positive. 
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Twenty-seventh Sunday of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Est 4: 17 Within your will, O Lord, all 

things are established, and there is none that can resist your will. For 
you have made all things, the heaven and the earth, and all that is held 
within the circle of heaven; you are the Lord of all. 

Collect Almighty ever living God, who in the abundance of your 
kindness surpass the merits and the desires of those who entreat you, 
pour out your mercy upon us to pardon what conscience dreads and to 
give what prayer does not dare to ask. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Isaiah 5:1-7; Psalm 79; 

Philippians 4:6-9; Matthew 21:33-43 

Jesus said: “Listen to another parable: There was a landowner who 
planted a vineyard. He put a wall around it, dug a winepress in it and 
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built a watchtower. Then he rented the vineyard to some farmers and 
moved to another place. When the harvest time approached, he sent his 
serx’cmts to the tenants to collect his fruit. “The tenants seized his 
servants; they beat one, killed another, and stoned a third. Then he sent 
other servants to them, more than the first time, and the tenants treated 
them the same way. Last of all, he sent his son to them. 'They will 
respect my son, ’ he said. “But when the tenants saw the son, they said 
to each other, ‘This is the heir. Come, let’s kill him and take his 
inheritance. ’ So they took him and threw him out of the vineyard and 
killed him. “Therefore, when the owner of the vineyard comes, what 
will he do to those tenants?” “He will bring those wretches to a 
wretched end, ” they replied, “and he will rent the vineyard to other 
tenants, who will give him his share of the crop at harvest time. ” Jesus 
said to them, “Have you never read in the Scriptures: “ 'The stone the 
builders rejected has become the cornerstone; the Lord has done this, 
and it is marvellous in our eyes ’ “Therefore I tell you that the kingdom 
of God will be taken away from you and given to a people who will 
produce its fruit. Anyone who falls on this stone will be broken to 
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pieces, but anyone on whom it falls will be crushed. ” (Matthew 
21:33-43) 

The Vineyard Our Gospel passage today tells of the landowner 
who planted a vineyard, and rented it out to tenants while he himself 
moved away. The image of the vineyard hearkens back to the vineyard 
referred to by the prophets. That vineyard was planted by God and was 
his own chosen people from whom he expected his produce, a produce 
of love and fidelity to him. We remember the complaint of God that he 
looked for grapes from his vineyard, and all he received were sour and 
bad grapes. What more could 1 have done for my vineyard that I have 
not done? he asked through his prophet. In our parable today the focus 
is on the tenants, on those with the responsibility to care for the 
vineyard so as to provide the master with his produce. The tenants in 
effect refused God his position as master of the vineyard, appropriating 
that position for themselves. It came to a crux with the arrival of the 
master’s son. Him they killed. Let us notice our Lord’s comment at the 
end. “ Therefore I tell you that the kingdom of God will be taken away 



2145 


from you and given to a people who will produce its fruit” (Matthew 21: 
33-43). The great treasure of the vineyard and its divinely intended 
purpose is the kingdom of God. With the coming of the Son of God 
made man, the vineyard of God in the Old Testament has become the 
vineyard which consists of Jesus, son of David, son of Abraham, and all 
those who are in him. With its roots in the Old, the vineyard now 
embraces the New. The Old Testament has found its fulfilment in the 
New, and the New is Christ and those who are in him. Our Lord at the 
Last Supper told his disciples that he is the Vine, and we who are in him 
are the branches. Our vocation is to bear fruit in him. All are called to 
become branches of the vine. What, then, is the kingdom of God that 
our Lord refers to in his parable of the vineyard? Essentially the 
kingdom of God is the living presence of God as Lord. In its essence it 
is the lordship and rule of God which is found in Jesus and in union 
with him. 

This presence of God as Lord in the person of Jesus is the great 
gift of God to humanity. He is found in his new vineyard, the Church, 
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which our Lord founded on the Apostles, with Peter at their head. The 
Church, as St Paul explains in his letters, is Christ’s body and we are his 
members. As just mentioned, at the Last Supper our Lord used the 
image of a vine. He is the Vine and we are the branches. That is to say, 
he is the heart and head of the Church and the source of her life. The 
Church is Christ her head present among men, together with all those 
who are in him by faith and baptism. For this reason, in Christ the 
Kingdom of God is present within the Church. The Church is the 
bearer of the Kingdom of God and her mission is to enable all men to 
find Christ in her. But the Church has been sent by Christ to evangelize 
the world, and so the Kingdom of God extends in the world to the 
extent that the world is brought to recognize Christ as Lord. This 
Kingdom increases in the world through the sanctification of people by 
the Holy Spirit and through their commitment to the service of justice 
and peace in the spirit of the Beatitudes. So then, the world is called to 
accept Christ as Lord, Lord of all and Lord of every aspect of human 
life. This means that those who are in Christ are called to bear witness 


to him in their everyday life in the world, gradually drawing others to 
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the acceptance of him and of his teaching so that society becomes more 
and more shaped according to the mind of God. This is the special 
mission of the lay Christian, to bring the person of Jesus and the 
acceptance of his teaching to the heart of daily life in the world. For 
this reason our Lord told his disciples just before he entered into heaven 
that they were to go to the whole world and make disciples of all the 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son and of 
the Holy Spirit. In this way the Kingdom of God in the world grows. 
The end of this is the final coming of the Kingdom of God through 
Christ’s return in glory. 

Let us take to heart that part of the prayer our Lord taught us: 
Your Kingdom come. We ought pray daily that God will be accepted as 
Lord more and more in every aspect of life. This means bringing the 
knowledge and the love of Christ to the world. That Jesus Christ may 
reign! That ought be the ambition of every member of Christ’s Faithful 
and it constitutes the mission of every lay Christian in the world. 
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Further reading : The Catechism of the Catholic Church, no. 2816-2821 
(Thy kingdom come) 
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Monday of the Twenty-seventh Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Est 4: 17 Within your will, O Lord, all 

things are established, and there is none that can resist your will. For 
you have made all things, the heaven and the earth, and all that is held 
within the circle of heaven; you are the Lord of all. 

Collect Almighty ever living God, who in the abundance of your 
kindness surpass the merits and the desires of those who entreat you, 
pour out your mercy upon us to pardon what conscience dreads and to 
give what prayer does not dare to ask. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Jonah 1:1-2:1.11; Psalm Jonah 2; Luke 10:25-37 

On one occasion an expert in the law stood up to test Jesus. 
“Teacher, ” he asked, “what must I do to inherit eternal life? ” “What is 
written in the Law? ” he replied. “How do you read it? ” He answered, 
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‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul 
and with all your strength and with all your mind’; and, 'Love your 
neighbour as yourself. ’ “ “You have answered correctly, ” Jesus 
replied. “Do this and you will live. ” But he wanted to justify himself, 
so he asked Jesus, “And who is my neighbour? ” In reply Jesus said: “A 
man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, when he fell into the 
hands of robbers. They stripped him of his clothes, beat him and went 
away, leaving him half dead. A priest happened to be going down the 
same road, and when he saw the man, he passed by on the other side. 
So too, a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on 
the other side. But a Samaritan, as he travelled, came where the man 
was; and when he saw him, he took pity on him. He went to him and 
bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then he put the man on 
his own donkey, brought him to an inn and took care of him. The next 
day he took out two denarii and gave them to the innkeeper. 'Look 
after him, ’ he said, ‘and when I return, I will reimburse you for any 
extra expense you may have. ’ “Which of these three do you think was a 
neighbour to the man who fell into the hands of robbers?’’ The expert 
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in the law replied, “The one who had mercy on him. ” Jesus told him, 
“Go and do likewise. ” (Luke 10:25-37) 

Our Neighbour It would be an interesting study to investigate the 
place of the poor in the religions of mankind. All would know, almost 
instinctively, that authentic religion is incompatible with deliberately 
inflicting injuries on others. Behind this instinct is the sense that there 
is something absolute in moral obligation. What we know to be 
morally obligatory is not subject to nor the expression of the arbitrary 
whim of God or any other authority. God is good and acts according to 
his nature which is good. He therefore, being himself good, commands 
not according to will or whim but according to what is good. Devotion 
to God requires a moral life for God is moral, and at the forefront of a 
moral life is respect for the rights of others. They must not be unjustly 
harmed. That having been granted, this is a step removed from an 
active concern for the poor. For instance, it is notable how the great 
religions of the East have a strong impulse for contemplating the 
Absolute. In the past, the East has been characterised by a religious 
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longing for the numinous. Whether the “numinous” of Eastern 
religions is truly personal, and whether it transcends the world is a 
further question. Classic Buddhism does not accept the fact of a loving 
Creator. Nevertheless, its religious and spiritual character is obvious. It 
is a powerful bulwark against materialism and secularism, suggesting 
that a philosophy of Marxism as in China today is un-Eastem. 
Confucius, Buddha and the Dalai Lama are characteristic of the genius 
of the East, whereas the Maoist communist with his intellectual 
ancestry in Germany and Britain, is not. However, we may ask what 
impulse is there in Eastern religions for a betterment of the poor, and 
more specifically for an active love and concern for the poor person? 
The same question could be asked of the traditional primal religions 
such as those of Africa, Australia, America and Oceania. Poverty can 
take numerous forms, but I am not sure that it can be said of the 
religions of man that they produce in their adherents a concern for the 
poor person as such and an awareness that the neglect of the poor is 


contrary to authentic religion. 
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One of the distinctive features of Revealed Religion — the 
religion revealed to Abraham, Moses and the prophets and then 
revealed definitively and in its fullness by Jesus Christ — is its 
insistence on concern for the poor. Our Gospel today (Luke 10: 25-37) 
shows how love for one’s neighbour was an essential part of the 
religion of the Old Testament. As our Lord explained to his questioner, 
it was the second of the two commandments on which hung the Law 
and the Prophets. But as the lawyer shows by his second question, this 
concern for the poor could still be ambiguous. Is it just our friend, 
relative, countryman, or co-religionist? Our Lord is unambiguous in his 
reply. One’s neighbour whom we are commanded to love is above all 
the person in need. He is the man who has fallen among robbers and 
lies on the road half-dead. The religious people pass him by and do 
nothing to assist him, while the despised Samaritan fulfils the 
commandment of God. In our Lord’s description of the Last Judgment 
in Matthew chapter 25, the judgment of each person will pivot around 
his treatment of the least poor person. In that Judgment, our Lord 
identifies himself with the poor. Whatever you did to the least of these 
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brothers of mine, you did to me, he will say. Then he will say to those 
who attended to the poor, Come, you who are blessed, to the place 
prepared for you. To those who neglected the poor person he will say, 
Depart from me, you cursed. In the story of the Rich Man and the Poor 
Man Lazarus, the Rich Man dies and is buried in hell because he 
neglected the Poor Man who lay at his very gate. And so it is that the 
Church has held up for the veneration and inspiration of the faithful 
many saints who have been distinguished for their constant 
commitment to the poor, seeing in them the face of Christ. Blessed 
(Mother) Teresa of Calcutta is an especially famous example of and for 
modem times. Blessed Alberto Hurtado (died 1952 in Chile) is another. 
St Vincent de Paul of a previous period is another. The message of the 
Church on this is very clear. 

If we can see that there is in our hearts not much love and 
concern for the poor person, if we can see that we find the poor a 
nuisance, then we ought humbly recognize this before God and ask his 
pardon and grace. Let us ask his grace to grow in a Christ-like love for 
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the poor, so that we become less and less like the priest and Levite in 
the Gospel parable today, and more and more like the Good Samaritan. 
Let us think of our Lord’s parable, and his final words, Go and do the 
same yourself. If we do this, life everlasting will be ours. 

-- 
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Tuesday of the Twenty-seventh Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Est 4: 17 Within your will, O Lord, all 

things are established, and there is none that can resist your will. For 
you have made all things, the heaven and the earth, and all that is held 
within the circle of heaven; you are the Lord of all. 

Collect Almighty ever living God, who in the abundance of your 
kindness surpass the merits and the desires of those who entreat you, 
pour out your mercy upon us to pardon what conscience dreads and to 
give what prayer does not dare to ask. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Jonah 3:1-10; Psalm 129; Luke 10:38-42 

As Jesus and his disciples were on I heir way, he came to a village 
where a woman named Martha opened her home to him. She had a 
sister called Mary, who sat at the Lord’s feet listening to what he said. 
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But Martha was distracted by cdl the preparations that had to be made. 
She came to him and asked, “Lord, don’t you care that my sister has 
left me to do the work by myself? Tell her to help me!” “Martha, 
Martha, ” the Lord answered, “you are worried and upset about many 
things, but few things are needed—or indeed only one. Mary has 
chosen what is better, and it will not be taken away from her. ” (Luke 
10: 38-42) 

Martha There is an old expression, “reading between the lines.” If 
we read between the lines I think we can see the Martha of the Gospels 
occupying in some sense a place of some prominence in the early 
Church. I say that because of the attention she seems to receive in a 
few passages in the Gospels. We remember the chapter in the Gospel 
of St John that is given over to the raising of Lazarus from the dead. It 
is very clear that Martha, Mary and Lazarus were very close to our Lord 
and on terms of special intimacy with him. In that chapter Martha is 
especially prominent. Her profession of faith in our Lord is 
magnificent, uttering in his presence what the Gospel of St John 
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intended to teach about Jesus. That Gospel was written — as we read at 
the end of it — to show that Jesus is the Christ the Son of the living 
God, the one who was to come into the world. Believing this, one will 
find life in his name. In our Gospel passage today (Luke 10: 38-42), 
which is from the Gospel of St Luke, Martha again is prominent. It is 
interesting that Lazarus is not mentioned. Martha and Mary are present, 
and it is Martha who welcomes our Lord to their home. While Mary is 
mentioned as sitting at our Lord’s feet listening to what he is saying, 
nevertheless the attention is on Martha. We are told at the beginning of 
the passage that Jesus and his disciples were on their way when they 
arrived at the village of Martha. She welcomed our Lord and she was 
busily preparing — perhaps not only for our Lord himself but also for 
his disciples. She had a good bit of preparing to do. The focus remains 
on her as she complains to our Lord about her sister who is perhaps 
characteristically leaving all the initiative to her sister while she herself 
sits before our Lord. So Martha complains and our Lord, undoubtedly 
with a smile, tells her that not much is needed, and truth to tell, all that 
is needed is to hear his word and to put it into practice. That is what 
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Mary had chosen to do — to listen to his word. He could not tell her to 
do otherwise. 

Every year the Church celebrates the memorial of St Martha. 
There is no celebration of the feast of St Lazarus nor is there a 
celebration of St Mary the sister of Martha, though it was once thought 
that Mary was St Mary Magdalene (and this is a respected opinion still). 
This does not mean that Mary and Lazarus were not hidden saints for 
their great intimacy with our Lord is clear from the Gospels. But the 
Church certainly holds up St Martha for our veneration and imitation. 
Our Gospel passage today (Luke 10: 38-42) shows Martha as an active 
disciple of our Lord welcoming him, and serving him in very practical 
ways. In this she is an example to us all. We are all called to welcome 
Christ into our life and to serve him daily in the fulfilment of our 
practical duties. We could see this as especially applying to our attitude 
to the poor. In them we serve Christ and so, in welcoming the poor and 
in serving them in very practical ways, we are doing the same to Jesus. 
Our passage also points out our Lord’s teaching that, in the life of the 
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Christian who busily serves others in his name, the direct contemplation 
of him is to be first and foremost. What Mary was doing, seated before 
the Lord and giving her full attention to his word, must be regarded as 
the principal but not the only thing in the life of the Christian. Our 
Lord’s correction of Martha in this matter — which may have been told 
to Luke by Martha herself — was duly recorded by St Luke for the 
benefit of all Christ’s disciples. They must make time throughout life 
and indeed every day to be doing what Mary was doing in this scene. 
Our action must be combined with a life of contemplation of the 
Master. So let us ask ourselves if there is enough of this in our life. 
Every day we must be busy serving the Lord but every day we must 
also be found doing what Mary was doing. So then, how much time are 
we spending in prayer with the eyes of our soul gazing on Jesus in faith, 
and with our ears attuned to his word as it comes to us in the Scriptures 
and in the Church’s teaching? 

Let us develop the habit of a solid pattern of prayer in our daily 
life. As soon as we arise our thoughts ought prayerfully go to Jesus, 
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establishing ourselves yet again firmly in his friendship. We must not 
in our daily work forget the Lord of the work. Let us work out a plan of 
life, then, a plan that will involve plenty of work for the Lord and times 
of prayer and reading of his word that will make it possible for us to 
sanctify the work that he wants us to do. 

-<b»©«d>- 
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Wednesday of the Twenty-seventh Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Est 4: 17 Within your will, O Lord, all 

things are established, and there is none that can resist your will. For 
you have made all things, the heaven and the earth, and all that is held 
within the circle of heaven; you are the Lord of all. 

Collect Almighty ever living God, who in the abundance of your 
kindness surpass the merits and the desires of those who entreat you, 
pour out your mercy upon us to pardon what conscience dreads and to 
give what prayer does not dare to ask. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Jonah4:l-ll; Psalm 85; Luke 11:1-4 

One day Jesus was praying in a certain place. When he finished, one of 
his disciples said to him, “Lord, teach us to pray, just as John taught 
his disciples. ” He said to them, “When you pray, say: “ 'Father, 
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hallowed be your name, your kingdom come. Give us each day our 
daily bread. Forgive us our sins, for we also forgive everyone who sins 
against us. And lead us not into temptation. (Luke 11:1-4) 

The Lord’s Prayer There are a couple of versions of the Lord’s 
Prayer in the Gospels, and Luke’s version is the simplest and briefest. 
Perhaps our Lord taught his Prayer on different occasions and even to 
different audiences, and so there may have been briefer versions on 
certain occasions. Alternatively, it may just reflect different memories 
and traditions in the infant Church. But it is brief, especially so if we 
compare it with many other prayers in the Old and New Testaments. 
Compare it with, say, the prayer of Zachary or the prayer of Mary in the 
first chapter of Luke’s Gospel, both of which are inspired by the Holy 
Spirit. Luke’s version of our Lord’s Prayer is much briefer. It surely 
implies that Christian prayer is built on a few great components and is 
prayer for any and all disciples of Christ. Let us notice one thing, that 
the Lord’s Prayer is made up of petitions. This shows how important 
the prayer of petition is in the sight of God. It indicates that the life of 
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the individual and the course of the world depends very much on the 
prayer of petition. St Alphonsus once said that the reason why we do 
not receive more benefits from God is that we do not ask for them. The 
first petition of the Lord’s prayer is that God will be hallowed, 
respected, honoured. We pray that his name will be hallowed in the 
hearts of men and in the nations of the world. This is especially 
relevant in our day when secularism reigns over popular culture. Life is 
lived as if God did not exist, even if at the same time most people might 
happen to think that he does exist. Life is not guided by the conviction 
that a moral and all-holy God is present to all that man does. His name 
is not hallowed in a public sense by much of mankind. Entire regimes 
are conducted without reference to God. So we pray daily that this will 
change. Hallowed be your name! Then we pray that God’s kingdom 
will come. That is to say, in praying that God’s name will be hallowed, 
we go on to ask that his rule and his lordship will be accepted. May his 
will be done on earth as it is done in heaven. So our first petition is that 
God will reign over the hearts of men and over the life of society. If 


this happens, all will be well. 
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Having placed God’s interests at the forefront of our petition to 
him and knowing that if his interests are respected then all is in safe 
keeping, we then ask that God attend our own legitimate interests. 
“Give us each day our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, for we also 
forgive everyone who sins against us. And lead us not into temptation ” 
(Luke 11: 1-4). Our “daily bread” refers to all we need to sustain our 
life, be it physical or spiritual. We surely ought to include in this what 
our Lord himself taught to be our bread of life, namely himself. Christ 
is our daily bread. As he says in the Gospel of St John, I am the bread 
of life. If anyone eats of me he will live forever. We eat of the person 
of Christ by giving him our faith entirely and by living daily by his 
word. Most especially we eat of him by partaking of the Eucharist. 
The Eucharist is our bread of life and it is the greatest of God’s gifts 
because it is the gift of his Son. We ought pray to God asking the grace 
to see Jesus Christ as our true bread, the true nourishment we need. 
Very importantly in the Lord’s Prayer there is a petition for God’s 
forgiveness. I know one person who some time back discovered that he 
had for quite some time been instinctively making his prayer a prayer 
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for pardon. Time and again he found himself saying involuntarily, “I 
am sorry, Lord! Lord, I am sorry!” Think of the praise our Lord gave to 
the Publican in his story of the Pharisee and the Publican praying in the 
Temple. All the Publican could do was stand down the back of the 
Temple out of sight, with his head bowed and saying to God “Lord, be 
merciful to me, a sinner .” Let the prayer for pardon from God fill our 
days and lead us frequently to the Sacrament of Penance. But then, as 
our Lord’s Prayer reminds us, in asking for pardon, we must give it to 
others. We must forgive those who trespass against us. This is the truly 
difficult thing, so let us pray for the grace to forgive others just as God 
has forgiven us. 

Finally, we ask God to keep us from being led into temptation, 
especially temptation to which we are likely to succumb. We ought 
pray to be kept free from deliberate sin. Sin is the worst of evils, and so 
its avoidance is a great favour we ought ask God for. Let us then 
resolve to give ourselves over to a life of prayer, prayer at formal times, 
yes, but also prayer in the midst of our daily work. Let us cherish the 
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Lord’s Prayer, make it the inspiration of our lives, and our prayer at the 
last. 
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Thursday of the Twenty-seventh Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Est 4:17 Within your will, O Lord, all things 
are established, and there is none that can resist your will. For you have 
made all things, the heaven and the earth, and all that is held within the 
circle of heaven; you are the Lord of all. 

Collect Almighty ever living God, who in the abundance of your 
kindness surpass the merits and the desires of those who entreat you, 
pour out your mercy upon us to pardon what conscience dreads and to 
give what prayer does not dare to ask. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Malachi 3:13-20; Psalm 1; Luke 11:5-13 

Jesus said to his disciples, Suppose one of you has a friend, and he goes 
to him at midnight and says, ‘Friend, lend me three loaves of bread, 
because a friend of mine on a journey has come to me, and I have 
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nothing to set before him. ’ Then the one inside answers, ‘ Don’t bother 
me. The door is already locked, and my children are with me in bed. 1 
can’t get up and give you anything. ’ I tell you, though he will not get up 
and give him the bread because he is his friend, yet because of the 
man’s boldness he will get up and give him as much as he needs. So I 
say to you: Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock 
and the door will be opened to you. For everyone who asks receives; 
he who seeks finds; and to him who knocks, the door will be opened. 
Which of you fathers, if your son asks for a fish, will give him a snake 
instead? Or if he asks for an egg, will give him a scorpion? If you then, 
though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how 
much more will your Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit to those who 
ask him! (Luke 11:5-13) 

Prayer One of the most obvious features of modem Western culture 
and of those cultures influenced by the West is its seculcirity, 
understood as the absence of God. Contemporary Western culture is 
not a vehicle of nor does it favour an open acceptance of the being of 
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God. It is not that it positively denies the existence of God — it is not 
positively atheistic as such — rather it sets aside the God proposition 
and relegates it to the realm of private opinion. God is not an objective 
fact because objective facts are tangible, measurable and empirically 
falsifiable, and so life can be and should be lived as if God does not 
exist. Whether he exists or not, life has to be lived on its own material 
and natural terms and not in terms of a supposed order that is 
immaterial and supernatural. The modern starting point is that of 
naturalism: which is to say, that what exists is limited to the “natural.” 
Observable and tangible nature is all that there is. Nature is the one, 
incontestable Fact. The supernatural is dubious and problematic. I 
have often been struck by, on the one hand the number of young people 
who show signs of a deep religious faith and whose religious future is 
so full of promise, and on the other hand by the (many more, I think) 
young people whose starting point is naturalism. It amounts to a doubt 
as to the unseen being of God and the things of God, and, therefore an 
instinctive suspicion in respect to religion. Such young people have 
picked up this doubt and suspicion from their culture. There are 
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cultures that are not of this kind. At this point, the Filipino culture, 
which while in many respects is Western, is not one of naturalism. The 
typical Filipino family is instinctively open to religion and to the being 
of God. But when that Filipino family migrates to a country such as to 
Australia, the danger is that the children can silently embrace the 
secularist assumptions of Australia. Let this introduce our Gospel 
passage of today. In it our Lord gives not only emphatic assurances of 
the reality of the unseen world of God, but that God is one reality we 
can rely on. He is the true Fact, and it is foolish to live as if he does not 
exist. We can turn to him and depend on him to make a tremendous 
difference to life. 

The person who thinks that God is just a thought, an image, or a 
term in conversation, will scarcely be likely to pray to him. Of course, 
reversals in life can prompt such a one to appeal to God, but the 
naturalism and secularity of so many persons results in their rarely 
praying. They think that if there is a God, he makes no difference. Life 
has to be lived as if he is not present and active. Hence our Lord’s 
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words in today’s Gospel (Luke 11: 5-13) are full of relevance. Our 
Lord makes this riveting promise. “So I say to you: Ask and it will be 
given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened 
to you. For everyone who asks receives; he who seeks finds; and to him 
who knocks, the door will be opened. Which of you fathers, if your son 
asks for a fish, will give him a snake instead? Or if he asks for an egg, 
will give him a scorpion ?” Our Lord promises that our prayers will be 
answered. There are, however, a couple of things that must be said 
about this. To begin with, pervading our Lord’s words is the point that 
the God to whom we address our prayers is all-wise and all-loving. 
Which of you fathers, if your son asks for a fish, will give him a snake 
instead? The direct implication is that God is a father to us. Therefore, 
using our Lord’s words in a slightly different way, if we — without 
realizing it, perhaps — were to ask him for a snake, so to say, would he 
give it to us? Or, so to say, a scorpion, would he give it to us? No. God 
knows what is best for us and if we ask him for something that he sees 
will do us harm, he will not grant it. But he loves us tenderly and so he 
will answer our prayers in the way he knows is best for us. There is a 
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further point. Throughout the Gospels our Lord is seen to be working 
miracles, in response to a prayer of faith. Our Lord expects and wants 
to see faith in those he means to help. Do you believe 1 can do this for 
you? we find him continually asking. So in our petitions to God we 
ought approach him with faith. This faith will lead us to persevere in 
our prayers for some worthy object, while all the time accepting humbly 
the will of God. 

Let us especially ask for those things which God has revealed as 
being for our truest good. The greatest of these goods is the gift of the 
Holy Spirit. God wants to redeem and sanctify us. This is the entire 
purpose of life and all the other things for which we can and ought pray 
for, should relate to that one important thing. For this we need the gift 
of the Holy Spirit our Sanctifier. Let us pray for this gift. As our Lord 
says in today’s passage, “If you then, though you are evil, know how to 
give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in 
heaven give the Holy Spirit to those who ask himr (Luke 11:5-13) 
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Friday of the Twenty-seventh Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Est 4: 17 Within your will, O Lord, all things 
are established, and there is none that can resist your will. For you have 
made all things, the heaven and the earth, and all that is held within the 
circle of heaven; you are the Lord of all. 

Collect Almighty ever living God, who in the abundance of your 
kindness surpass the merits and the desires of those who entreat you, 
pour out your mercy upon us to pardon what conscience dreads and to 
give what prayer does not dare to ask. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Joel l:13-15;2:l-2; Psalm 9; Luke 11:15-26 

When Jesus had cast out a devil, some of them said, By Beelzebub, the 
prince of demons, he is driving out demons. Others tested him by 
asking for a sign from heaven. Jesus knew their thoughts and said to 
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them: Any kingdom divided against itself will be ruined, and a house 
divided against itself will fall. If Satan is divided against himself how 
can his kingdom stand? I say this because you claim that I drive out 
demons by Beelzebub. Now if I drive out demons by Beelzebub, by 
whom do your followers drive them out? So then, they will be your 
judges. But if I drive out demons by the finger of God, then the 
kingdom of God has come to you. When a strong man, fully armed, 
guards his own house, his possessions are safe. But when someone 
stronger attacks and overpowers him, he takes away the armour in 
which the man trusted and divides up the spoils. He who is not with me 
is against me, and he who does not gather with me, scatters. When an 
evil spirit comes out of a man, it goes through arid places seeking rest 
and does not find it. Then it says, 7 will return to the house I left. ’ 
When it arrives, it finds the house swept clean and put in order. Then it 
goes and takes seven other spirits more wicked than itself, and they go 
in and live there. And the final condition of that man is worse than the 


first, (Luke 11:15-26) 
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Satan On June 29, 1972 Pope Paul VI (now beatified) made his 
famous remark that the smoke of Satan had entered certain aspects of 
the life of the Church. He was referring to the dissent from Church 
teaching and discipline on the part of many within the Church, and he 
was saying that Satan was assisting in this dissent. The Pope — whose 
sanctity the church has formally established — went on to give a very 
good address on Satan. What was also interesting was the media 
response and reporting of this address of the Pope. Even though it is 
decades ago I remember how the ABC reported it on the television 
news. The news reader, with a slight grin, read it out as if it was 
something of a joke. The joke was that Satan was taken to be real. 
Occasionally I have seen public advertisements with pictorial 
representations of Satan as a figure of fun, and even a bit loveable. He 
is a kind of imp. Let us never underestimate the dark and murderous 
character of the being the Scriptures and Christ call Satan. Christ 
describes him as a liar and a murderer from the beginning. Most 
criminals have some redeeming feature, but Satan has absolutely none. 
He is wholly sunk in sin and hates God with all his profoundly 
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corrupted being. He is beyond all hope and is totally committed to sin 
and the tearing down of anything that may give glory to God. He is 
God’s creature and is held constantly in being by the hand of God, and 
yet he hates God with all his heart. Our Lord tells us that the first of all 
the commandments is to love God with all our being and the second is 
like it, to love our neighbour as ourself. Satan is the complete opposite 
to this and is so by implacable personal choice. His fate is sealed. He 
is doomed to the depths of Hell for all eternity, but he will go down 
attempting to drag as many as he can with him, and all out of hatred for 
God. His final sentence will be most terrible. We are reminded of 
Satan and his demonic assistants by our Gospel passage today. 

What image do we have, or rather what conception do we have, 
of the ultimate dynamics of the universe? Is it, say, of a universe that 
age by age is simply developing and continuing in its life and action, 
and of being nothing more than what can be seen? Our Lord makes it 
clear in his interchange with his opponents that there is much more 
going on than this, much more than what can simply be seen. 
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Ultimately what is going on is a battle between two kingdoms, each of 
which at its core is unseen. Each kingdom desires sovereignty over 
mankind. There is the kingdom of God and there is the kingdom of 
Satan. That there are these two kingdoms is obvious from our Lord’s 
words today. “Any kingdom divided against itself will be ruined, and a 
house divided against itself will fall. If Satan is divided against himself 
how can his kingdom stand? I say this because you claim that I drive 
out demons by Beelzebub’’'’ (Luke 11: 15-26). So Satan leads a 
kingdom. He is the head of a household. Moreover, it is on a war 
footing against the kingdom of God, whose Lord and King is Jesus 
Christ. This is what is going on in the universe, and whatever we do 
will have implications for this unseen contest. If we are not alert to 
what is really going on — which is this battle between God and Satan 
— then our actions are vulnerable. We can be ensnared by the Enemy 
of God. We must be alert and take our stand every day with the One 
who is good, and who will have the victory at the end. By his death on 
the cross Christ has gained the victory. The victory over the hearts of 
men and the victory of good over evil has already been won by Christ’s 
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dying on the cross. What remains to be done from generation to 
generation till the end is to help each man and woman take their place 
with Christ so that his victory will be made theirs. As our Lord says, he 
is the stronger one and he has and will overcome the one who, because 
of the Fall, has had possession. 

Let us resolve to be vigilant. We must all remain on a war 
footing. As St Peter writes in his Letter, the Devil goes about like a lion 
looking for his prey. There will be no mercy should he entrap us, and 
the trap is our own deliberate sin. Satan wants this one thing from us, 
that we sin. Anything that will tempt us to sin, especially to sin 
mortally, Satan will encourage. He wants no glory to be given to God, 
and God’s greatest glory is the avoidance of sin and the acquisition of 
personal holiness. Let us then take our stand with Jesus and reject all 
that seems to come from Satan. 
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Saturday of the Twenty-seventh Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Est 4: 17 Within your will, O Lord, all things 
are established, and there is none that can resist your will. For you have 
made all things, the heaven and the earth, and all that is held within the 
circle of heaven; you are the Lord of all. 

Collect Almighty ever living God, who in the abundance of your 
kindness surpass the merits and the desires of those who entreat you, 
pour out your mercy upon us to pardon what conscience dreads and to 
give what prayer does not dare to ask. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Joel 4:12-21; Psalm 96; Luke 11:27-28 

As Jesus was saying these things, a woman in the crowd called out, 
Blessed is the mother who gave you birth and nursed you. He replied, 
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Blessed rather are those who hear the word of God and obey it. 
(Luke 11:27-28) 

Christ and his Mother Let us place ourselves in the Gospel scene 
among the crowd, watching Jesus as he speaks. Jesus pauses and 
during the pause a woman nearby in the crowd, filled with admiration 
for the man before them, cries out how blessed was the mother who had 
such a son. There are two objects of praise here. In the first place, 
Christ is praised. In the second, his mother is praised. This woman in 
the crowd gave voice to the Church’s praise and tha nk s down the 
centuries ever since. Christ is inextricably linked with his mother, and 
both are praised, Christ of course first, and then in him his mother, by 
far the first and greatest of his disciples. Let us, together with that 
woman in the crowd, contemplate the person of Jesus. True man as he 
is, there he is before us, talking to the crowd. Think of the wonder of 
the situation! That man is God, God the Son become man and standing 
there telling us what we must do to gain eternal life. In him we see God 
face to face, not in his divine nature (which of course he has, but 
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veiled), but in his human nature rendering him entirely visible. In his 
human nature, God the Son has certain physical features. He is of a 
certain height, he has a certain accent, a certain timbre to his voice, he 
thinks in a certain way and he expresses himself in a certain fashion. 
He is God who is thoroughly incarnate. He is a man who is utterly 
sinless and who loves his heavenly Father with his whole soul. The 
woman in the crowd would not, perhaps, have realized that Jesus was 
divine, but it was very evident to her how wonderful a man he was. 
Like her we ought contemplate his person, and do so every day, raising 
our minds and hearts in praise of him in our prayer. As we do this, we 
ought, like her, also raise our hearts in praise of his blessed mother. 
The angel Gabriel did this when he met her. So did her kinswoman 
Elizabeth soon after. We read of this in this same Gospel of St Luke. 
Mary is full of grace, the Lord is with her. Blessed is she among 
women, and blessed is the fruit of her womb, Jesus. 

Our Lord heard the praise of himself, but in his humility did not 
bask in it. Nor did he bask in the praise of his own mother, whom he 
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loved so much. Rather he immediately pointed to the true reason for 
praise. Both he and his mother were entirely worthy of this praise, he 
for the splendour of his divine person in both his human and divine 
natures, and she his mother for the splendour of her dignity as mother 
and for her gifts and holiness of life. But the true reason for praise for 
anyone, our Lord replies, is that he hears the word of God and puts it 
into practice. He himself is the foremost exemplar of this. He is the 
Son of God, but consider the plan of God which he was in the process 
of fulfilling. He was in the world to save the world from sin and to 
bring it the gift of redemption and sanctification. It would mean very 
soon his taking on his own shoulders the sins of all mankind and 
making up for all of man’s sins. This was almost an inconceivably vast 
work and he fulfilled it through scarcely imaginable sufferings. Our 
Lord heard the word and the will of his heavenly Father and put it into 
practice. I always do what pleases him , he said on another occasion, 
and the Father himself said from the cloud during Christ’s 
Transfiguration that in Jesus he was well pleased. His food was to do 
the will of the One who sent him , as Jesus said elsewhere. Christ 
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himself is our first and perfect model of what he himself speaks of in 
the Gospel of today (Luke 11: 27-28). But in this our Lord has a perfect 
disciple, his own mother. As Mary’s kinswoman Elizabeth said of her, 
blessed is she who believed what was promised her by the Lord. Mary 
is the woman of perfect faith and perfect obedience. Totally human, by 
the grace of God she heard the word of God and perfectly put it into 
practice. Closely following in the footsteps of her divine Son she is our 
mother and model in hearing the word of God and putting it into 
practice. For this reason, above all, she is blessed among women. 

Let us every day keep our eyes on Jesus, and also let us keep our 
eyes on the one who was closest to him, Mary his mother. He is to be 
praised as God incarnate, and so is she to be praised as God’s perfect 
creature by his grace. Blessed is the womb that bore you, the woman 
cried out. Indeed. Now, he has given her to us to be our mother also, 
and as our mother she is our model. She will help us to hear the word 
of God and put it into practice, and thus be blessed in God’s sight. 
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Twenty-eighth Sunday of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 130 (129): 3-4 If you, O Lord, should mark 
iniquities, Lord, who could stand? But with you is found forgiveness, O 
God of Israel. 

Collect May your grace, O Lord, we pray, at all times go before us 
and follow after and make us always determined to carry out good 
works. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns 
with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Isaiah 25: 6-10; Psalm 22; 

Philippians 4:12-14.19-20; Matthew 22:1-14 

Jesus spoke to them again in parables, saying: The kingdom of heaven 
is like a king who prepared a wedding banquet for his son. He sent his 
serx’ants to those who had been invited to the banquet to tell them to 
come, but they refused to come. Then he sent some more sen’cmts and 
said, 'Tell those who have been invited that I have prepared my dinner: 
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My oxen and fattened cattle have been slaughtered, and everything is 
ready. Come to the wedding banquet. ’ But they paid no attention and 
went off — one to his field, another to his business. The rest seized his 
servants, ill-treated them and killed them. The king was enraged. He 
sent his army and destroyed those murderers and burned their city. 
Then he said to his servants, 'The wedding banquet is ready, but those I 
invited did not deserx’e to come. Go to the street corners and invite to 
the banquet anyone you find. ’ So the servants went out into the streets 
and gathered cdl the people they could find, both good and bad, and the 
wedding hall was filled with guests. But when the king came in to see 
the guests, he noticed a man there who was not wearing wedding 
clothes. 'Friend, ’ he asked, 'how did you get in here without wedding 
clothes?’ The man was speechless. Then the king told the attendants, 
'Tie him hand and foot, and throw him outside, into the darkness, where 
there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. ’ For many are invited, but 
few are chosen. (Matthew 22:1-14) 
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Covetousness Each of our Lord’s parables throws light on most 
aspects of the Christian life, and so it is with our Gospel parable of 
today. Consider those who were invited to the wedding. We read that 
the king sent servants out to notify those who had been invited to the 
wedding that all was ready for them to come. But they were not 
interested. We read that “ They paid no attention and went off — one to 
his field, another to his business. The rest seized his servants, 
ill-treated them and killed them ” (Matthew 22:1-14). Their hearts were 
set on other things. Let us take this general point as a springboard for 
reflection on one form that this attachment of the heart to things other 
than God can take. I refer to what Scripture and the Church’s spiritual 
tradition refer to as covetousness. The tenth commandment of God 
forbids that we covet our neighbour’s goods. It forbids having the 
intention to gain what belongs to another. Of course, one would hope 
that a person who practises his Christian faith would never formally 
intend to take what rightfully belongs to another. But greed and envy 
can be present in a person’s heart despite what he may actually do or 
formally intend. It is the desire of the heart for the goods that one’s 
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neighbour enjoys that is so spiritually debilitating. We see that others 
have material goods and we think that our worth as persons rises or falls 
in proportion to the abundance of our possessions. We are saddened at 
the seeming good fortune of others we know or hear of. We think that 
it reflects poorly on ourselves. We are envious of their better home, 
their better car, and in general of their better fortune in life. They have 
had it good, we have not had it good — so we think. We wish we had 
what they now have, and we are sad that this is not possible. This 
attachment to created things which covetousness involves weakens the 
capacity of the heart to respond to the call of God to come to the 
wedding — the wedding of the parable being a life of union with Jesus 
here, reaching its fullness hereafter. 

As life goes on this fault of covetousness can take more subtle 
forms. While the sight of one’s neighbour’s material good fortune can 
cause sadness when it is compared with our own more limited material 
means, there are other ways of being covetous. One can be saddened by 
the greater success of others in their work and in their influence and 
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performance. They seem more successful in gaining friends and in their 
achievements. Their career has been more prosperous. They even seem 
to be better people. These are the kinds of thoughts that can insinuate 
themselves into the mind and imagination. One begrudges others the 
good things they have, above and beyond their material goods. One 
wishes it were different. One wishes that one had been better endowed 
and more fortunate in the good things of life, be they material, spiritual 
or otherwise. So one is sad. One is disappointed in life and not 
fulfilled. One is envious. A person who consents to these thoughts has 
failed to recognize that his seeming poverty in some respect is an 
opportunity rather than a burden and an affliction. His poverty — of 
which he is very aware because of his comparing himself with others — 
offers a chance to be rid of illusions and to seek one’s true wealth in 
God and in Christ. This is one reason why the Church has sanctioned 
with such constant praise the vocation to a consecrated religious life of 
poverty, obedience and celibacy. All the legitimate goods of life — 
possessions, independence and family — are able to substitute to a 
greater or lesser extent for God in one’s heart, and the sadness a person 
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feels at the more abundant goods enjoyed by another shows this. Let us 
try to understand that covetousness takes many and subtle forms and it 
is a vice that will sap and undermine our relationship with God. The 
command of God warning against it is not only a protection of the 
rights of others but it is a protection of our own spiritual life, which is 
always debilitated by the envy and sadness which covetousness gives 
rise to. 


Let us guard against all covetousness and envy. Let us resolve 
to place our hopes in Christ, in God and his holy will. Especially let us 
accept our poverty in whatever sphere we see it to exist, knowing that 
our true riches lie in union with Christ and in following his way. 
Therein will lie our success and our riches, and if we have that, we have 
all. 

Further reading : Catechism of the Catholic Church, no.2535-2543 
(Covetousness versus the desires of the Spirit) 
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Monday of the Twenty-eighth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 130 (129): 3-4 If you, O Lord, should mark 
iniquities, Lord, who could stand? But with you is found forgiveness, O 
God of Israel. 

Collect May your grace, O Lord, we pray, at all times go before us 
and follow after and make us always determined to carry out good 
works. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns 
with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Romans 1:1-7; Psalm97; Luke 11:29-32 

As the crowds increased, Jesus said, This is a wicked generation. It 
asks for a miraculous sign, but none will be given it except the sign of 
Jonah. For as Jonah was a sign to the Ninevites, so also will the Son of 
Man be to this generation. The Queen of the South will rise at the 
judgment with the men of this generation and condemn them; for she 
came from the ends of the earth to listen to Solomon’s wisdom, and now 
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one greater than Solomon is here. The men of Nineveh will stand up at 
the judgment with this generation and condemn it; for they repented at 
the preaching of Jonah, and now one greater than Jonah is here. (Luke 
11:29-32) 

Jesus Take any one of the great philosophers of history — let us 
say, Aristotle. Pick up, say, The Basic Works of Aristotle (ed. Richard 
McKeon, Random, NY, 1941) and look at his “Organon,” his 
“Metaphysica” or, say, his “Ethica.” Now, as we work our way through 
any one of these outstanding works, are we contemplating Aristotle 
himself? Of course not. He is teaching us philosophy and is not 
pointing to himself. He is not the object of the course he is giving. 
Take one of the great founders of religions in history — let us say, 
Mahomet. Pick up the Koran and ask, in reading this volume am I 
being asked to contemplate Mahomet himself? Of course not. 
Mahomet presents himself as a messenger. He claims to point to Allah 
from whom, so he believes, he has received a revelation. The object of 
our contemplation and considerations is other than Mahomet himself, 
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except insofar as Mahomet presents himself as exemplifying what he 
claims Allah expects of man. But now, the case is entirely different 
with the Christian religion. In the Christian religion the object of our 
contemplation is the person of Jesus Christ. It is not just a matter of 
following his teachings as coming from God. He is not just yet another 
prophet who points to God as the one who has revealed to him certain 
things. He points to himself and says, believe me, love me, follow me, 
die for me, and on the basis of my person and my authority accept 
entirely my teaching which is my divine revelation. Christ, and not just 
his teaching, is the heart and the soul of the Christian religion. The 
Christian does not merely follow Christ’s teaching (and, of course, he 
must follow Christ’s teaching) but rather he loves and follows the 
person of Christ as he would God. This is because Jesus is God, God 
the Son become man. In his book Jesus of Nazareth Pope Benedict 
XVI reports a dialogue Rabbi Neusner conducts about Jesus. Neusner 
asks, What does Jesus bring? Neusner gives the answer. It is Himself 
(p. 105). Jesus’ very self, his very own person, is central to his message. 
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In our Gospel passage today our Lord seriously faults very many 
who see and hear him. They want signs and wonders and will not 
accept the one they have before them. “ This is a wicked generation. It 
asks for a miraculous sign, but none will be given it except the sign of 
Jonah. For as Jonah was a sign to the Ninevites, so also will the Son of 
Man be to this generation. The Queen of the South will rise at the 
judgment with the men of this generation and condemn them; for she 
came from the ends of the earth to listen to Solomon’s wisdom, and now 
one greater than Solomon is here. The men of Nineveh will stand up at 
the judgment with this generation and condemn it; for they repented at 
the preaching of Jonah, and now one greater than Jonah is here.'’’’ 
(Luke 11: 29-32) In him, there is here a greater than Jonah and a greater 
than Solomon. All Jonah did was preach repentance and the Ninevites 
repented for they could see that Jonah was a prophet preaching the 
message from God. Look at me, our Lord continues, can you not see 
that I am greater than Jonah? It is the same with Solomon and his 
wisdom. The Queen of the South could see the wisdom of Solomon, 
and there is a far greater than Solomon here. Our Lord is saying, I am 
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greater than all. We are reminded of the words of the Angel Gabriel to 
Mary announcing her motherhood of the Messiah. He said that the 
child would be great, and would be called Son of the Most High. He 
will be great. So then, the Christian life involves the contemplation of 
the very person of Jesus. We must abide with him, with the eyes of our 
soul gazing steadily and with love on his person. Love for him must be 
enkindled in our hearts, and this love is what must inspire our 
obedience to his commands. If you love me, our Lord said, you will do 
what I command you. If we are to love him we must abide in faith with 
him, gazing on him especially as he is portrayed in the Gospels. 

Let us resolve to come to know the person of Jesus Christ and to 
be filled with a love for his person. This is the heart and soul of the 
Christian religion. Out of this flows Christian practice, which is to say 
a life lived according to the teachings of Jesus. The Christian religion is 
not just a philosophy or way of life. It is a personal relationship with 
another person and that other person is Jesus. He is the only way to the 


Father, and indeed, to see him is to see the Father. We are called to live 
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with him and for him and thus to die with him and for him. Let this be 
our life’s goal. 
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Tuesday of the Twenty-eighth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 130 (129): 3-4 If you, O Lord, should mark 
iniquities. Lord, who could stand? But with you is found forgiveness, O 
God of Israel. 

Collect May your grace, O Lord, we pray, at all times go before us 
and follow after and make us always determined to carry out good 
works. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns 
with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Romans 1:16-29; Psalm 18; Luke 11: 37-41 

When Jesus had finished speaking, a Pharisee invited him to eat with 
him; so he went in and reclined at the table. But the Pharisee, noticing 
that Jesus did not first wash before the meal, was surprised. Then the 
Lord said to him, Now then, you Pharisees clean the outside of the cup 
and dish, but inside you are full of greed and wickedness. You foolish 


people! Did not the one who made the outside make the inside cdso? 
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But give what is inside the dish to the poor, and everything will be clean 
for you. (Luke 11:37-41) 

Interior Religion Let us notice the circumstances of our Lord’s 
words in today’s Gospel passage. Our Lord had been speaking to 
growing crowds (verse 29) and the chapter gives his extensive teaching. 
We read that he had just finished speaking and a Pharisee invited him to 
dine at his home. Inasmuch as the Pharisees were among our Lord’s 
leading opponents, this detail is very revealing. It shows that our 
Lord’s entire manner in the face of this opposition was such as not in 
any way to inhibit a Pharisee from even inviting him to his home. Our 
Lord’s kindness was manifest. When this Pharisee invited our Lord to 
his home to dine, our Lord accepted the invitation immediately. He 
wished to save all, including the Pharisees. At the same time, once in 
the house of the Pharisee he did not hesitate to correct him when the 
occasion called for it, which it soon did. The occasion was that by the 
time our Lord had reclined at table, the Pharisee had already been 
surprised at him, for our Lord had failed to “wash before the meal.” 
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This washing was ostentatious and excessive, being performed as a 
point of religious observance. It was a tradition that in no way was 
imposed by the Law of God, and our Lord, of course, simply 
disregarded it. Perhaps by his manner the Pharisee made it obvious, not 
only to Jesus but to others, that he was surprised at Jesus. Immediately 
seeing the response of the Pharisee to his disregard of such practices, 
our Lord proceeded to correct the Pharisee. I prefer to imagine our 
Lord speaking to him with a smile. I imagine him smiling, gazing at the 
Pharisee, and perhaps slowly shaking his head at his guest, as it were, as 
he told him that he and his class were foolish. “You foolish people!” 
we read our Lord saying in the passage. You fiddle about with rules 
such as this while missing the important things. He spoke firmly yet 
kindly, and perhaps with an air that showed how ridiculous the attitude 
of the Pharisee was. I imagine this particular Pharisee not to have been 
malicious. He did invite our Lord to his home. But he was blind and 
foolish and could not see past the rules insisted on by his own set. 
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There are other details later in the scene that are not included in 
our reading today. Other Pharisees and lawyers are present also, and so 
it is clear that our Lord is addressing them too. Our Lord’s forthright 
words, we are told, occasioned fierce resentment on the part of the 
scribes and Pharisees which, after he had left the house, showed itself in 
their attacks and efforts to catch him out. Let the entire scene 
symbolize what we must avoid. We are called to be disciples of Christ, 
listening to his word and putting it into practice. Well then, let us 
consider briefly his word as it is given to us in this short passage. As an 
aside, may I observe that some texts of the Gospels appear to 
summarize a more extended flow of thought, and the summary can 
involve a certain obscurity when in the actual situation our Lord’s 
words may have expressed an obvious meaning. In our Gospel passage 
today (NIV version) our Lord says “D/d not the one who made the 
outside make the inside also? But give what is inside the dish to the 
poor, and everything will he clean for you’’’ (Luke 11: 37-41). A 
slightly different rendering, as in the Jerusalem Bible, is “ give alms 
from what you have and then indeed everything will be clean for you.'’’’ 
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The Revised Standard Version (2 nd Catholic ed.) chooses to translate it 
this way: “ But give for alms those things which are within, and behold, 
everything is clean for you .” In any case two things are immediately 
apparent. Our Lord is saying that the Pharisees are almost wholly bent 
on a religion which looks to externals and forgets the religion of the 
heart. They fuss about with external cleanliness while inside the dish 
— the dish being themselves — all is unclean. But then our Lord, as 
shown in the first version of our text, speaks of the interior of the dish 
as also being an image of what could be given to the poor. That is to 
say, their heart and the religion that they practise lacks all concern for 
the poor. They are interiorly unclean in that they are greedy and 
lacking in concern for those in need. If only they would draw from 
inside their dish, and give alms to the poor they would be clean within. 
They would then be truly clean. 

Let us take our stand with Jesus and look to him constantly as 
our teacher and redeemer. He tells us to shape our hearts according to 
his own. Our religion involves a transformation of the heart and that 
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will include a profound concern for the poor. Our heart and our life 
ought be like the dish that contains good things, and from it we ought 
help those in need. In this Christ is our model. He who was rich 
became poor for our sakes so that we might be rich. Let us follow him 
closely, making him our model for our entire life, both interior and 
exterior. 
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Wednesday of the Twenty-eighth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 130 (129): 3-4 If you, O Lord, should mark 
iniquities, Lord, who could stand? But with you is found forgiveness, O 
God of Israel. 

Collect May your grace, O Lord, we pray, at all times go before us 
and follow after and make us always determined to carry out good 
works. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns 
with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Romans 2:1-11; Psalm61; Luke 11:42-46 

Jesus said to the scribes and Pharisees, Woe to you Pharisees, because 
you give God a tenth of your mint, rue and all other kinds of garden 
herbs, but you neglect justice and the love of God. You should have 
practised the latter without leaving the former undone. Woe to you 
Pharisees, because you love the most important seats in the synagogues 


and greetings in the market-places. Woe to you, because you are like 
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unmarked graves, which men walk over without knowing it. One of the 
experts in the law answered him, Teacher, when you say these things, 
you insult us cdso. Jesus replied, And you experts in the law, woe to 
you, because you load people down with burdens they can hardly carry, 
and you yourselves will not lift one finger to help them. (Luke 
11:42-46) 

Sanctity In our Gospel passage today our Lord openly and to their 
faces condemns the Pharisees and the lawyers. Let us consider to 
whom his words are directed. To begin with, they are directed at (some 
of) the official leaders and guides of religion. One very revealing 
aspect of the religions of man is the moral quality of those who lead and 
teach religion in a society. Some have been good and others have been 
corrupt. This applies to the Christ’s Church and we see it in microcosm 
within the Twelve themselves. They are made up of very human 
persons with a genuine love for Jesus but with dangerous faults. Simon, 
for all his protestations of undying loyalty to Jesus, went on to deny him 
three times during his Passion. Presumably Judas Iscariot began his 
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discipleship as one who enthusiastically followed our Lord and loved to 
be with him. After all, our Lord chose him from among his disciples to 
be one of the Twelve, and Christ could not have made a mistake. He 
was divine, and his choice related directly to his mission for mankind. 
But Judas went on to defect completely from Jesus and to betray him. 
So it has been down the ages. There have been saints and sinners 
among the leaders of Christ’s Church. The presence of sinners in no 
way affects the truth of the Church nor does it affect the fact that in and 
through her Christ himself is to be found. The presence of Christ within 
his Church is not dependent on the holiness of his ministers. But the 
warning of Christ directed to the scribes and Pharisees in today’s 
Gospel is a standing reminder to all leaders of religion and in particular 
to the leaders and pastors of the Christian religion that they must strive 
for sanctity. Indeed, all the Church’s members must strive for sanctity. 
Being a pastor does not in any way guarantee sanctity. It must be 
diligently worked at in the knowledge that God will give his grace, that 
grace necessary for a person to live according to his state of life. Let all 
of Christ’s faithful, including the Church’s pastors, continually take 
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stock in view of their common call to holiness. In this respect, it is a 
wonderful thing that there have been so many saints to give the lead. 

Christ directed his severe correction at the religious leaders of 
the people. But let us consider not only those whom he criticized but 
that for which he criticized them. We read our Lord saying, “ Woe to 
you Pharisees, because you give God a tenth of your mint, rue and all 
other kinds of garden herbs, but you neglect justice and the love of God. 
You should have practised the latter without leaving the former 
undone ” (Luke 11: 42-46). So the scribes and Pharisees whom our 
Lord criticized made their religion consist of the meticulous fulfilment 
of various rules with little concern for actually growing in a personal 
love for God and in a true justice towards neighbour. Their fulfilment 
of religious rules, rules of secondary importance, was self-centred. 
They did what they did with little true love for God. How different 
were some others of the children of Abraham! We remember when the 
newly-born Christ was brought to the Temple and the holy Simeon and 
the saintly Anna met them. These two were outstanding religious 
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people, true children of Abraham. This is to say nothing of the Child’s 
exceedingly holy parents, Mary and his foster-father Joseph. We 
remember our Lord saying of Nathanael, here comes a true Israelite, 
one incapable of deceit. Our Lord referred to John the Baptist as being 
greater than any other born of woman. All this is to say that love filled 
the hearts of certain Israelites, while our Lord condemned many of the 
scribes and Pharisees as neglecting love. They also neglected justice, 
justice towards God and, presumably, towards neighbour. They were 
proud. As our Lord said, “Woe to you Pharisees, because you love the 
most important seats in the synagogues and greetings in the 
market-places. Woe to you, because you are like unmarked graves, 
which men walk over without knowing it.” Many of the lawyers too bore 
down the people with numerous obligations that had not been divinely 
sanctioned. In this they did not reflect the God who in his revelation 
had shown himself to be full of kindness and compassion. 

Our Lord’s condemnation is a warning to all his disciples 


whatever be their vocation within Christ’s Church. All are called to 
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holiness, and this involves a humble recognition of sin and failure. Let 
us then begin again. Let us take our cue from the numerous saints who 
have gone before us and who serve as our models and intercessors now 
in heaven. Every day let us then rise from sleep to begin the day’s work 
with the following words in our minds. Lord, now I begin! 

-<b»©«d>- 
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Thursday of the Twenty-eighth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 130 (129): 3-4 If you, O Lord, should mark 
iniquities, Lord, who could stand? But with you is found forgiveness, O 
God of Israel. 

Collect May your grace, O Lord, we pray, at all times go before us 
and follow after and make us always determined to carry out good 
works. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns 
with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Romans 3:21-30; Psalm 129; Luke 11:47-54 

Jesus said, Woe to you, because you build tombs for the prophets, and it 
was your forefathers who killed them. So you testify that you approve 
of what your forefathers did; they killed the prophets, and you build 
their tombs. Because of this, God in his wisdom said, ‘I will send them 
prophets and apostles, some of whom they will kill and others they will 


persecute. ’ Therefore this generation will be held responsible for the 
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blood of all the prophets that has been shed since the beginning of the 
world, from the blood of Abel to the blood of Zechariah, who was killed 
between the altar and the sanctuary. Yes, I tell you, this generation will 
be held responsible for it all. Woe to you experts in the law, because 
you have taken away the key to knowledge. You yourselves have not 
entered, and you have hindered those who were entering. When Jesus 
left there, the Pharisees and the teachers of the law began to oppose 
him fiercely and to besiege him with questions, waiting to catch him in 
something he might say. (Luke 11:47-54) 

Harm Let us notice the heart of what our Lord is saying in our 
Gospel passage today. He issues a sombre warning: Woe to you! You 
are doing what your forefathers did, who killed and persecuted the 
prophets. Woe to you, therefore. He continues: “Therefore this 
generation will be held responsible for the blood of all the prophets that 
has been shed since the beginning of the world, from the blood of Abel 
to the blood of Zechariah, who was killed between the altar and the 
sanctuary. Yes, I tell you, this generation will be held responsible for it 
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air (Luke 11: 47-54). I remember watching an interview on television 
with the great actor, Charlton Heston. He said he thought that a great 
modem problem was the lack of acceptance of responsibility for actions 
taken. Our Lord tells his audience, the Pharisees and the teachers of the 
law, that they will be held responsible for the harm they have done and 
were doing, and in particular for their rejection of him and his teaching. 
Let us take this serious point, and make a few practical applications. 
What is it to “harm” a person? The meaning should be obvious, but, 
strangely, there is so much harm done to helpless and defenceless 
persons which is not regarded as being harmful. Let us take one of the 
most striking examples of harm being perpetrated on defenceless 
persons: abortion. Every year there are untold thousands, hundreds of 
thousands, of abortions every year in the world. Even in a religious 
country such as the United States, there are prodigious numbers of 
abortions going on every year and it is legal. The same applies to the 
plainly secular society that is Australia. Defenceless and vulnerable 
human life is being destroyed because it involves a cost — sometimes a 
great cost — to convenience. This situation is allowed for by law due 
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to the free decisions of legislators and judiciaries. It is a horror to God 
our creator, who himself gives life at the moment of every conception. 
His own child by creation is destroyed. Our Lord’s words are ominous: 
“Yes, I tell you, this generation will be held responsible for it all .” 

But there is more. So much of the cutting edge of genetic and 
embryonic cell research involves the destruction and harm of the newly 
conceived human embryo. Not only is it utterly unnecessary in view of 
the discoveries of the potential in adult stem cells, but it is profoundly 
unethical in the sight of God. The defenceless and the vulnerable — the 
most defenceless and the most vulnerable — are attacked and destroyed 
for the sake of presumed benefits to others stronger than they. We must 
remember our Lord’s description of the General Judgment in the 25th 
chapter of St Matthew’s Gospel. The divine Judge will say to those on 
his right, Come you who are blessed, for whatever you did to the least 
of these my brothers you did to me. He will then say to those on his 
left, Depart from me, you who are cursed, for whatever you did to the 
least of these you did to me. It is as serious as that. God cannot but 
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look with a holy wrath on the active destruction of his little ones by 
those who should know better. The opprobrium endured by those heads 
of executive and legislators who actively resist and even undo this 
institutionalized harm might be great, but they will be rewarded by God 
for their defence of life. The terrible thing is that these things are not 
named nor regarded for what they are: sins of the first order. Now, here 
is a magnificent field of apostolate for the lay Christian in the world. 
The world has to be brought to the light of Christ. The Christian must 
love the world as did Christ who died that the world might be saved. 
The world is to be won over to the truth for it is the truth that saves. 
Our Lord said on another occasion when speaking to his enemies that 
they would die in their sins. This is what the Christian who, filled with 
love for the world, must make sure does not happen to the world of his 
time. The truth must be proclaimed, defended and argued for. The 
argument must eventually be won, remembering what our Lord said, 
that we shall be held responsible for what we do. 
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Let the words of Christ as given in our Gospel today ring in our 
minds. “Yes, I tell you, this generation will be held responsible for it 
all. Woe to you experts in the law, because you have taken away the 
key to knowledge. You yourselves have not entered, and you have 
hindered those who were entering .” The Christian, with joy in his heart 
and a smile on his face, has the calling to bring Christ and his teaching 
to the world. Therein is found life, life here and life hereafter. 

-- 
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Friday of the Twenty-eighth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 130 (129): 3-4 If you, O Lord, should mark 
iniquities, Lord, who could stand? But with you is found forgiveness, O 
God of Israel. 

Collect May your grace, O Lord, we pray, at all times go before us 
and follow after and make us always determined to carry out good 
works. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns 
with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Romans 4:1-8; Psalm 31; Luke 12:1-7 

Meanwhile, when a crowd of many thousands had gathered, so that 
they were trampling on one another, Jesus began to speak first to his 
disciples, saying: Be on your guard against the yeast of the Pharisees, 
which is hypocrisy. There is nothing concealed that will not be 
disclosed, or hidden that will not be made known. What you have said 


in the dark will be heard in the daylight, and what you have whispered 



2216 


in the ear in the inner rooms will be proclaimed from the roofs. I tell 
you, my friends, do not be afraid of those who kill the body and after 
that can do no more. But I will show you whom you should fear: Fear 
him who, after the killing of the body, has power to throw you into hell. 
Yes, I tell you, fear him. Are not five sparrows sold for two pennies? 
Yet not one of them is forgotten by God. Indeed, the very hairs of your 
head are all numbered. Don’t be afraid; you are worth more than 
many sparrows. (Luke 12:1-7) 

Human Respect I suppose we could say that two of the most 
fundamental emotions driving the life of man are love and fear. Man 
loves certain things and persons, and this leads him to faith and to hope. 
He fears other things and persons and this affects the course of his life 
accordingly. In our Gospel passage today our Lord speaks, among 
other things, of fear. He is thronged by the crowds, and yet the 
ominous influence of the Pharisees hangs about like a dark cloud. They 
oppose him, undermine his status in the eyes of others, attack him 
publicly, and yet all the while holding a position of influence among the 
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people. Our Lord tells the crowds to be on their guard against the yeast 
of the Pharisees: the ingredients which they put into the flour of God’s 
people. What the Pharisees whisper about him will be proclaimed from 
the roofs and then the judgment of God will be faced. So, our Lord 
says, fear only God. Do not fear those “who kill the body and after that 
can do no more. But I will show you whom you should fear: Fear him 
who, after the killing of the body, has power to throw you into hell.” 
This is a point relevant for every man and woman of every age in every 
place. Ultimately, the harm to be feared is the loss of God and an 
eternity in hell following his judgment on our deeds. Our Lord is 
telling his listeners, both those who may be influenced by the 
whisperings and slander of the Pharisees and the Pharisees themselves, 
that they must keep the Judgment of God in mind. How important this 
is! There have been great and famous conversions in history and many 
of them have been prompted by the thought of death and the judgment 
of God that follows it. Not all conversions have been of this kind. St 
Paul’s was not: his conversion was brought about by his meeting with 
the risen Jesus on the way to Damascus. But very many have occurred 
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as a result of thinking of the Judgment of God on sin. What is it even to 
lose one’s life as a result of refusing to sin? Everything is lost, though, 
if due to sin one is condemned to Hell. 

Our Lord continues by telling us the true character and attitude 
of the One we should fear. He loves us. “Are not five sparrows sold 
for two pennies? Yet not one of them is forgotten by God. Indeed, the 
very hairs of your head are all numbered. Don’t be afraid; you are 
worth more than many sparrows” (Luke 12: 1-7). God loves us and 
cares for us and knows us to the depths. Every hair of our head he has 
numbered, for he holds us constantly in being due to his love for us. 
What a terrible thing it is, then, to defy God’s will for fear of some 
temporal loss be it of status, the good opinion of others, possessions or 
even life itself. We ought not be afraid of such losses, for God cares for 
us and loves us. So do not be afraid, our Lord says. Lear only 
offending such a good, loving and powerful God. So then, we need to 
live in the presence of God continually, constantly purifying our 
intention to do all things in a way that pleases him. Every lay Christian 
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ought bring this understanding to his daily life in the world. I 
remember years ago the priest in charge of formation of first year 
seminarians insisted time and again on the danger of human respect. 
He was referring to the underlying fear of what people would think, and 
the fault of allowing this fear to lead one away from duty. What must 
govern our behaviour, he insisted, was, not what others think, but what 
God thinks. It is the same point that our Lord is making in our passage 
today. But what puzzled many at the time was his labouring of this 
point so much. The reason for his constant stress of this was that 
human respect is a profoundly pervasive danger in all walks of life. In 
daily life, the world can insidiously bear down on a person’s values and 
convictions. It is in the practice of work and the professions that we 
must serve God with purity of intention and in this way bring the world 
to God. It is the greatest service possible that we can bring to the world 
of everyday life. We ought fear God rather than man, and by word and 
example induce others to do the same. 
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Let us begin every day with a sincere prayer of self-offering to 
God. O God, I offer you all the prayers, works, joys and sufferings of 
this day to you. I wish to do your will. I wish to serve you in my 
service of man. Help me never to place the good opinion of man ahead 
of pleasing you above all things. 
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Saturday of the Twenty-eighth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Ps 130 (129): 3-4 If you, O Lord, should mark 
iniquities, Lord, who could stand? But with you is found forgiveness, O 
God of Israel. 

Collect May your grace, O Lord, we pray, at all times go before us 
and follow after and make us always determined to carry out good 
works. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns 
with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Romans 4:13.16-18; Psalm 104; Luke 12:8-12 

Jesus said to his disciples, I tell you, whoever acknowledges me before 
men, the Son of Man will also acknowledge him before the angels of 
God. But he who disowns me before men will be disowned before the 
angels of God. And everyone who speaks a word against the Son of 
Man will be forgiven, but anyone who blasphemes against the Holy 


Spirit will not be forgiven. When you are brought before synagogues, 
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rulers and authorities, do not worry about how you will defend 
yourselves or what you will say, for the Holy Spirit will teach you at 
that time what you should say. (Luke 12:8-12) 

Bearing Witness It is a strange thing, but for a long time in the 
modem era, Christian witness was popularly thought to be the work of 
the “professional” in (especially the Catholic) religion, and not of the 
“layman.” Christ was to be spoken of by clergy and not by the laity. 
But the plainest reading of the Gospel shows how this is contrary to the 
intention of Christ. In our Gospel passage today, “ Jesus said to his 
disciples, / tell you, whoever acknowledges me before men, the Son of 
Man will also acknowledge him before the angels of God.” Our Lord is 
speaking to “his disciples” in general. In fact, the context of this 
statement is our Lord’s speaking to the multitudes (12:1, muriadoon tou 
ochlou ). He is not speaking simply to the Twelve. In particular, he 
addresses his “friends” (12:4, philois ). That is to say, our Lord’s 
requirement that we acknowledge him before men applies to all his 
disciples, including those who do not have a special office in the life of 
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his Church. Many scholars place the eventual triumph of the Christian 
religion in Roman civilization at the feet of the Christian laity who bore 
witness to Christ in the pagan culture of their everyday life. At the time 
of the great Arian heresy in the fourth century, it was especially the lay 
faithful and the ordinary parochial clergy that saved the day against the 
radical new doctrine. At the time of Henry VIIFs Reformation in 
England, an especially luminous witness was given by a layperson — 
Thomas More (1478-1535). Consider More — his formal profession 
was civil law. He was the first lawyer in the kingdom. A great boost in 
interest in Thomas More came with the movie of Robert Bolt’s play, A 
Man for All Seasons. What was striking about the layman Thomas 
More was his great learning in matters of the Catholic Faith. Beginning 
with his love for the humanities and classics, he acquired an excellent 
knowledge of Latin and Greek. This in turn led him to read deeply in 
Scripture and in the early Christian Fathers, such as Augustine. There 
came to be three burning concerns in his life: disunion and enmity 
among the Christian nations of Europe, the threat to the Church from 
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the rise of the Lutheran and Protestant opinions, and the danger arising 
from the great matter of King Henry VIII’s marriage. 

Thomas More proved to be an admirable Catholic layman. He 
contributed to the peace of Europe by being prominent in negotiating 
the Peace of Cambrai between Spain and France. He bore witness 
against Henry’s demand to divorce despite the lack of a declaration of 
nullity by the Holy See. Finally, he wrote profusely and trenchantly 
against the new heresies. He defended obedience to the Holy See in 
these words: “7 am moved to obedience to that holy See not only by 
what learned and holy men have written, but by this fact especially, that 
we shall find that, on the one hand every enemy of the Christian faith 
makes war on that See, and that on the other hand, no one has ever 
declared himself an enemy of that See who has not shortly after shown 
most evidently that he was an enemy of the Christian religion ” (E.E. 
Reynolds, St Thomas More. London 1953, p. 166). At his trial, from 
which he went to his death, he declared that not only could supremacy 
in the Church not belong to a layman, but that “ it rightfully belonged to 
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the See of Rome, as granted personally by Our Lord when on earth to St 
Peter and his successors ” (T.E. Bridgett, Life and Writings of Sir 
Thomas More. London 1891, p. 424). He knew that were he to go 
against his conscience, properly informed and enlightened as he had 
ensured it to be, he would be offending God (Dame Bede Foord (ed.), 
Conscience Decides: Sir Thomas More’s Letters and Prayers from 
Prison (London 1971), p.45). The point I am making here is that at a 
critical juncture in the history of England and of all Europe, when large 
populations turned away from the old Faith, a layman whom all 
regarded as admirable stood his ground in witnessing to Christ’s 
teaching on the Church. He died for the doctrine on the papacy, even 
though the particular popes of the time were far from admirable. He is 
an outstanding historical instance of one who acknowledged Christ and 
his teaching before men. In him, the will of Christ that his disciples 
bear witness to him before the world, was exemplified. It is entirely 
appropriate that an impressive statue of him stands now in the 


Parliament of New South Wales. 
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We need the example of witnesses to the faith to show us the 
way to bear similar witness ourselves. In countless tiny ways we can 
bear witness to Jesus Christ in everyday life in a secular society. If 
having a meal in a restaurant before the gaze of others, why hesitate 
before saying grace before the meal, and beginning grace with a sign of 
the cross? If passing a church where there is the Blessed Sacrament, 
why not make the sign of the cross? Does human respect prevent you 
bearing such witness? Be you strong in giving your witness in a world 
that casts God from sight. 
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Twenty-ninth Sunday of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 17 (16): 6, 8 To you I call; for you will 
surely heed me, O God; turn your ear to me; hear my words. Guard me 
as the apple of your eye; in the shadow of your wings protect me. 

Collect Almighty ever living God, grant that we may always conform 
our will to yours and serve your majesty in sincerity of heart. Through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Isaiah 45:1.4-6; Psalm 95; 

1 Thessalonians 1:1-5; Matthew 22: 15-21 

Then the Pharisees went out and laid plans to trap Jesus in his words. 
They sent their disciples to him along with the Herodians. Teacher, 
they said, we know you are a man of integrity and that you teach the 
way of God in accordance with the truth. You aren’t swayed by men, 
because you pay no attention to who they are. Tell us then, what is 
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your opinion? Is it right to pay taxes to Caesar or not? But Jesus, 
knowing their evil intent, said, You hypocrites, why are you trying to 
trap me? Show me the coin used for paying the tax. They brought him 
a denarius, and he asked them, Whose portrait is this? And whose 
inscription? Caesar’s, they replied. Then he said to them, Give to 
Caesar what is Caesar’s, and to God what is God’s. (Matthew 
22:15-21) 

God and Caesar Many things could be said about the dialogue 
between our Lord and his hypocritical and scheming enemies in our 
Gospel passage today. They were trying to trap him with a politically 
charged question, all the while posing as sincere enquirers who were 
coming to Jesus as to one who was upright and uninfluenced by human 
respect. They intended to flatter him so as to draw him into incautious 
remarks. It is a reminder of the utter sincerity with which we ought 
always approach our Lord and live in his presence. That said, let us 
consider the reply our Lord gave to their question about the morality of 
paying taxes to Caesar. He said, Give to Caesar what is Caesar’s and 
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to God what is God’s. There are numerous implications of this reply, 
but I would suggest that, for us in our day and in our secular democratic 
society, it obviously directs us to be deeply religious, deeply Catholic 
and at the same time excellent citizens. In the precincts of the State 
Parliament of New South Wales there is a statue of Saint Thomas More. 
He is seated holding a book and a pair of beads. He is dressed in 
lawyer’s garb. He is one of the great examples of a profoundly Catholic 
judicial magistrate who rose to the position of highest citizen in the land 
under the king himself and served England with great distinction in that 
capacity. He was the Chancellor of England and a model Catholic 
layman. He also had a remarkable understanding of the Catholic Faith 
and was a published opponent of Luther at the time of the Protestant 
Reformation. He entered into bitter controversy with Luther and also 
wrote spiritual works that have become classics. That is to say he 
served his sovereign and his society admirably, and likewise served 
God and the Church admirably. The test came when the sovereign 
turned his back on the laws of the Church on marriage and then 
proceeded to arrogate to himself the authority of the Pope over the 
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Church itself. When the servile Parliament, which included the 
Bishops, agreed to these royal demands, Thomas More resigned his 
position. He refused obedience to the sovereign on this precise point. 
He went to his martyrdom a shining embodiment of what our Lord 
teaches in today’s Gospel passage (Matthew 22:15-21). 

A good way of considering our Lord’s words is to do so with a 
few models in mind, such as St Thomas More. The cause for 
canonization has been introduced of the Emperor Charles of Austria, 
who was the sovereign of Austria during the First World War. There 
are other instances in history of great citizens who were truly holy 
Catholics, rendering to the state what duly belongs to the state, and to 
God what belongs to him. When holding civil authority they exercised 
it as a service, respecting fundamental human rights and a proper 
hierarchy of values. They sought the interests of the community before 
their own and their decisions were inspired by revealed truth about God, 
man and the world, as the Church teaches it. When they themselves 
were subject to authority, they respected those in authority and their 
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right to obedience. They offered their loyal collaboration for the right 
functioning of public and social life. This included love and service 
and defence of their homeland, the payment of taxes, and at the same 
time they exercised constructive criticism even if it involved a cost. 
They knew that a citizen is obliged in conscience not to obey the laws 
of civil authorities when they are contrary to the demands of the moral 
order. As the Apostles said to the Sanhedrin in the Acts of the Apostles 
(5:29), “We must obey God rather than men ” when the one conflicts 
directly with the other. Some years back — I think it was in Belgium 
— the Parliament of the country passed a law allowing abortion. The 
King would not sign it as a point of conscience. So he abdicated and 
the law was passed. He was then reinstated as King by the Parliament 
because of his high moral standing. He would not sign into law an act 
of Parliament that legalized abortion. Nor would St Thomas More, had 
he been alive today. There is a great need for dedicated Catholics and 
other Christians to pursue careers that will serve and shape society 
according to the mind of God as revealed by Christ. 
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Our Lord’s response to the Pharisees and Herodians ought to be 
remembered and thought about by every lay member of Christ’s 
faithful. The lay Christian is called by God to be immersed in the world 
and to attain holiness there, drawing daily on his or her active 
membership in the Church and the Church’s spiritual treasures of grace 
and truth. Through the lay person the Church is present in the world, 
which is to say that Christ is present in the world. The lay faithful have 
a mission, and our Lord sums it up: render to Caesar what belongs to 
Caesar and to God what belongs to God. 

Further reading : The Catechism of the Catholic Church, no.2234-2246 
(Authority in civil society) 
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Monday of the Twenty-ninth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 17 (16): 6, 8 To you I call; for you will 
surely heed me, O God; turn your ear to me; hear my words. Guard me 
as the apple of your eye; in the shadow of your wings protect me. 

Collect Almighty ever living God, grant that we may always conform 
our will to yours and serve your majesty in sincerity of heart. Through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever 

Scripture today : Romans 4:20-25; Psalm: Luke 1; Luke 12:13-21 

Someone in the crowd said to Jesus, Teacher, tell my brother to divide 
the inheritance with me. Jesus replied, Man, who appointed me a judge 
or an arbiter between you? Then he said to them, Watch out! Be on 
your guard against all kinds of greed; a man’s life does not consist in 
the abundance of his possessions. And he told them this parable: The 


ground of a certain rich man produced a good crop. He thought to 
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himself, ‘What shall I do? I have no place to store my crops. ’ Then he 
said, 'This is what I’ll do. I will tear down my barns and build bigger 
ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods. And I’ll say to 
myself, You have plenty of good things laid up for many years. Take life 
easy; eat, drink and be merry. ’ But God said to him, ‘You fool! This 
very night your life will be demanded from you. Then who will get what 
you have prepared for yourself? ’ This is how it will be with anyone who 
stores up things for himself but is not rich towards God. (Luke 12: 
13-21) 

Greed Watch a bee going from flower to flower gathering its 
provisions. Watch a bird flying past with food in its beak making its 
way back to its nest. It is gathering what it needs to protect itself and its 
young. So too with mankind. We gather what we need from the world 
around us to make provision for our security and our requirements. We 
need to gain possession of things or at least make provision for a secure 
use of them. The danger is that we can gradually think of little else and 
spend our lives gaining temporal goods, with the result that we are left 
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poor in goods that are needed for eternity. I often refer to something I 
saw years ago. When I was young our family had a dog. A relative of 
ours paid us a visit bringing her own dog, and we placed the two dogs 
together. Our dog was jealous — with another dog now present, it was 
no longer the only dog on the scene commanding attention and 
affection. So what did it do? It went around the yard and dug up all the 
bones it had kept in different locations and placed them together. They 
were large bones and it knew exactly where they had been buried. With 
all those bones together it stood over them watching the other dog 
which was greatly frustrated. The other dog could only stand at some 
distance helplessly barking at our dog standing over all the bones. Our 
dog was making its point to the other, that it was the top dog because of 
all the bones it had. It had status before the other dog, and a form of 
security in the thought of the bones it possessed. How like that dog we 
can be in our attitude to material possessions! We can so easily think 
that our status, our worth and our security lie in our temporal 
possessions. So many people set out in life with one of their principal 
goals being to gain all the wealth they can. At times they are successful 
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and at times not, but that is where they see their security to lie. The sad 
fact is that either during life or at the end of life, all temporal 
possessions will fail them. Ultimately such possessions as these cannot 
provide security. 

In our Gospel passage today (Luke 12:13-21) a man in the 
crowd suddenly asks our Lord to adjudicate in his favour between him 
and his brother in a dispute over property. Our Lord uses the occasion 
to warn against all forms of greed. Let us take to heart our Lord’s 
warning. We can be greedy for material wealth, but also for other kinds 
of wealth, such as the good opinion of many people, power over others 
in one’s family or workplace, or whatever. Of course, temporal goods 
are needed if we are to do our work in life and to fulfil our 
responsibilities. That is to say, we need the goods of this world to fulfil 
our calling to the love and service of God and others. But the danger is 
that our own self-interest can gradually lead us to desire these temporal 
goods for merely self-centred purposes. Thus we become greedy, 
wanting more and more for our own personal enhancement. Our own 



2237 


life is increasingly seen not as consisting in love and service, but as 
consisting in the abundance of our possessions. Our Lord makes the 
general observation that “o man’s life does not consist in the abundance 
of his possessions.” So he told his story of the man who had a 
tremendous crop, so big that he had to build new bams to store it. He 
thought he was secure and able to have a good time. That is what his 
life consisted in: the abundance of his possessions and little more. The 
foundation of his security consisted in material possessions rather than 
in the love of God and the service of others in union with God. God 
said to him that he was a fool, for that night his life would suddenly end 
and he would be left with nothing. A man’s life must consist in 
pleasing God and in thus gaining the wealth that consists not in 
temporal possessions but in union with him. What we must do, then, is 
to recognize the profound tendency we have of being attached to the 
things of this world and thus neglecting the things of God. Let us then 
strive to love God with all our heart and other things only in relation to 


his good pleasure. 
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What to do? Of course we must have or at least use material 
goods. But we must strive to be detached from them and attached to 
God. We shall be helped in keeping free from the snare of greed by 
doing without what is entirely unnecessary, while giving more and 
more to the poor. We must act against greed. We must take for granted 
that greed lies deep within us, and we must try to watch it narrowly 
with a view to eradicating it. Greed will undermine our love for God. 
God must become the love of our life and other things must be seen 
within the framework of his love. 
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Tuesday of the Twenty-ninth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 17 (16): 6, 8 To you I call; for you will 
surely heed me, O God; turn your ear to me; hear my words. Guard me 
as the apple of your eye; in the shadow of your wings protect me. 

Collect Almighty ever living God, grant that we may always conform 
our will to yours and serve your majesty in sincerity of heart. Through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Romans 5:12.15.17-19.20-21; Psalm 39; 

Luke 12:35-38 

Jesus said to his disciples, Be dressed ready for sendee and keep your 
lamps burning, like men waiting for their master to return from a 
wedding banquet, so that when he comes and knocks they can 
immediately open the door for him. It will be good for those servants 
whose master finds them watching when he conies. 1 tell you the truth, 



2240 


he will dress himself to serve, will have them recline at the table and 
will come and went on them. It will be good for those serx’ants whose 
master finds them ready, even if he comes in the second or third watch 
of the night. (Luke 12:35-38) 

Be Ready At times when we remember vividly important 

experiences of the past, we can be caught up in wonder that this past, 
which we remember so well, has all gone. It has gone with the wind. 
The present is constantly fleeting by and, as soon as it has come, it is 
gone. The future is ahead — say, the morrow — and in no time it has 
arrived and in no time it is gone forever. It is a source of fascination 
that the reality of our experience changes so rapidly, for if something 
exists, then why ought it not continue to exist as it is? Existence in its 
essential idea does not contain a principle of change: it simply is. So 
inasmuch as we change , our own existence and the existence of things 
around us cannot be said to be simply existing. We exist, but that is not 
all that must be said about our existence. Our existence is qualified and 
limited by the potential to change and pass away. Now, if we do not 
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simply exist — which is to say that if we need not exist while 
nevertheless existing — then our existence is radically contingent. We 
just happen to exist because of Another who simply and necessarily 
exists, and whose existence is simply existence without any 
qualification. Our present is constantly passing into the past, and this 
all-too obvious fact reminds us that our own existence is radically 
contingent. It can come to an end at any point without the slightest 
warning. We ought live ever conscious of this fact. Ordinary reflection 
on the nature of our existence indicates to us that part and parcel of 
living successfully is always to be prepared for a sudden end. The fact 
is, though, we are prone to forget this fundamental fact, even though we 
have constant reminders in the loss of life going on around us always. 
But now, over and above what ordinary reflections suggests, our Lord 
warns us to be ever ready because two things are certain: our end will 
come, and yet its date is unknown. 

What does it mean to be on the watch, always ready, or, to put it 
in the terms of our Gospel passage today, to be always dressed for 
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service? Let us listen to our Lord’s words of warning. “ keep your 
lamps burning, like men waiting for their master to return from a 
wedding banquet, so that when he comes and knocks they can 
immediately open the door for 111111 ’' (Luke 12: 35-38). We ought so to 
live as constantly to be ready at a moment’s notice to welcome the 
Master when he returns. We must be ready to open the door and 
welcome him. The master should constantly be the love of our hearts. 
No other interest ought constitute a fundamental and radical distraction 
from the One who is coming. We shall only be able to do this if 
throughout life, day by day, we are welcoming him in all his calls and 
arrivals. These calls are expressed in our daily duties and summonses 
to further generosity. If we are always ready to open the door to Christ 
when he comes in all these daily occasions of duty and grace, then we 
shall be ready for him when he comes at the end, even if suddenly. Our 
hearts will not be found to be distracted and sluggish in respect to the 
one thing necessary. However well we might feel physically, however 
well we might appear to others and even to the doctor, life can suddenly 
end. All around us we have testimony to this fact. If a young person in 
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the prime of life can suddenly have that life snatched from him for any 
one of a number of reasons, then why not me? Perhaps we can think of 
occasions in the past when we seem to have been preserved from a 
sudden death. It was a mercy afforded us. Were my life to be suddenly 
taken from me, would I go to my Judge prepared? Would I go to him at 
least contrite or would there be very many sins that I would be found 
still to be clinging to, unrepentant? The best way to prepare for a 
sudden end to life is to live the present really well. Today, I must live 
as if this is the only day I have, with God’s judgment to come at its end. 

A lot of time is taken up in life thinking of the past (especially 
its hurts) and preparing for future joys such as career, retirement, or 
whatever. But how much time do we spend preparing for our real 
future, which is the Hereafter? The fact is that this eternal Hereafter 
can come suddenly without warning. The real tragedy is not that we 
die, nor that we die suddenly, but that we die unprepared. We can die 
without being ready. We must stand ready, and we do so by trying 
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every day to hear the word and the will of God and to put it into 
practice. 
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Wednesday of the Twenty-ninth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 17 (16): 6, 8 To you I call; for you will 
surely heed me, O God; turn your ear to me; hear my words. Guard me 
as the apple of your eye; in the shadow of your wings protect me. 

Collect Almighty ever living God, grant that we may always conform 
our will to yours and serve your majesty in sincerity of heart. Through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Romans 6:12-18; Psalm 123; Luke 12:39-48 

Jesus said to his disciples, But understand this: If the owner of the 
house had known at what hour the thief was coming, he would not have 
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let his house be broken into. You also must be ready, because the Son 
of Man will come at an hour when you do not expect him. Peter asked, 
Lord, are you telling this parable to us, or to everyone? The Lord 
answered, Who then is the faithful and wise manager, whom the master 
puts in charge of his serx’ants to give them their food allowance at the 
proper time? It will be good for that serx’ant whom the master finds 
doing so when he returns. I tell you the truth, he will put him in charge 
of all his possessions. But suppose the servant says to himself, ‘My 
master is taking a long time in coming, ’ and he then begins to beat the 
menservants and maidservants and to eat and drink and get drunk. The 
master of that serx’ant will come on a day when he does not expect him 
and at an hour he is not aware of. He will cut him to pieces and assign 
him a place with the unbelievers. That servant who knows his master’s 
will and does not get ready or does not do what his master wants will 
be beaten with many blows. But the one who does not know and does 
things deserving punishment will be beaten with few blows. From 
everyone who has been given much, much will be demanded; and from 
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the one who has been entrusted with much, much more will be asked. 
(Luke 12:39-48) 

Being On The Job I have often thought that many in the academic 
world place little value on simplicity and clarity of expression. Time 
and again there is in academic writing a use of terms and sentence 
constructions that is very far from ordinary usage. While displaying 
some intelligence this tendency results in unnecessary obscurity of 
expression. In academic work considerable intellectual effort ought be 
put precisely into attempting to be understood by the non-professional, 
though educated, reader. Such expression is itself a sign of great 
intellectual ability. One of the glories of Cicero is that he managed to 
write on philosophical subjects so successfully and clearly in the Latin 
language, a language rarely used till his time for such subjects. I do 
think that in that respect Cicero remains an example for the ages. In 
many respects we could say the same thing of St Thomas Aquinas in his 
effort at simplicity of Latin expression. In a different way, Cardinal 
Newman (now beatified) strove successfully to be clear in his prose. 
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They were outstanding, utterly different as writers and thinkers, but 
they did aim at simplicity and clarity of expression. Whatever be our 
discipline or interest, we ought strive to express ourselves with success, 
inventiveness and beauty in language which approaches the ordinary. 
Be all that as it may, one of the notable things about the Gospels, and 
about our Lord’s teaching in particular, is its simplicity of expression. 
Our Lord’s teaching is, by and large, expressed simply and clearly. 
While it has borne fruit in a vast ocean of Christian thought and 
teaching of immense depth, the source of this great tradition of thought 
is the simple and clear teaching of Christ. Of course, to say it is simple 
and clear is not to say that it can be comprehended easily and in its 
entirety. It contains the greatest of mysteries, such as our Lord’s simple 
teaching that the Father and I are one, or that he who sees me sees the 
Father. But the terms our Lord uses approach ordinary terms and 
expressions, and so they make for clarity. Because of this our Lord 
precisely in his teaching as it comes to us in the Scriptures and the 
Church’s Tradition remains perennially accessible to the ordinary 


Christian. 
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In our Gospel passage today our Lord puts before us in simple 
terms a simple message, but one which is absolutely fundamental for 
our eternal salvation. He draws a simple parallel from ordinary life: “If 
the owner of the house had known at what hour the thief was coming, 
he would not have let his house be broken into.’’'’ That is obvious and is 
within the experience of all. On that basis, the basis of something the 
ordinary person knows well, our Lord takes us to what we would not 
have otherwise known, that he, the Son of Man, may come upon us as 
our Judge at any point of time. At any point in life we must stand ready 
for his coming. What does it mean thus to stand ready? Our Lord says, 
“Who then is the faithful and wise manager, whom the master puts in 
charge of his sen’ants to give them their food allowance at the proper 
time? It will be good for that servant whom the master finds doing so 
when he returns. I tell you the truth, he will put him in charge of all his 
possessions. But suppose the servant says to himself, ‘My master is 
taking a long time in coming, ’ and he then begins to beat the 
menservants and maidservants and to eat and drink and get drunk. The 
master of that servant will come on a day when he does not expect him 
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and at an hour he is not aware of' (Luke 12: 39-48). It means being 
always on the job, the job being that which God has entrusted us to do 
at any particular point of life. Every person has, by virtue of his 
situation and God-given capacities, certain responsibilities. The elderly 
person being cared for in a nursing home has the responsibility to be a 
good presence and influence where he or she is. The sick person 
likewise has the responsibility to be a Christ-like presence there where 
he is, offering up his sickness in union with Christ for the good of the 
world. Wherever we are, whatever be our situation or capacities, God 
wants us to be at his work, on the job as it were, and if every day this is 
the case, we shall be ready for him when he comes. 

Let us take this simple point our Lord makes and endeavour to 
live it. Let us live this day as if he were coming this very day to ask of 
us an account of our work for him. Let us do each task well and for him 
and his glory, as if it were to be the only task he has given us to do. Let 
us make of everything we do a holy offering to God, one into which we 


invest all our love for him. 
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Thursday of the Twenty-ninth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 17 (16): 6, 8 To you I call; for you will 
surely heed me, O God; turn your ear to me; hear my words. Guard me 
as the apple of your eye; in the shadow of your wings protect me. 

Collect Almighty ever living God, grant that we may always conform 
our will to yours and serve your majesty in sincerity of heart. Through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Romans 6:19-23; Psalm 1; Luke 12:49-53 

Jesus said to his disciples, I have come to bring fire on the earth, and 
how I wish it were cdready kindled! But I have a baptism to undergo, 
and how distressed I am until it is completed! Do you think / came to 
bring peace on earth? No, I tell you, but division. From now on there 
will be five in one family divided against each other, three against two 


and two against three. They will be divided, father against son and son 
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against father, mother against daughter and daughter against mother, 
mother-in-law against daughter-in-law and daughter-in-law against 
mother-in-law . (Luke 12:49-53) 

The Great Fire It is clear from the Gospels that no prophet before 
him saw himself as having such world significance as did Jesus Christ. 
He had come not just to renew his people, the chosen people of God, 
but to change the world. We gain a hint of this in the first words of our 
Gospel passage today. “7 have come to bring fire on the earth, and how 
I wish it were already kindled 7” The image of fire conjures up many 
associated images. Perhaps we in our day immediately think of its 
great power. It can, for instance, destroy: house fires, bush and forest 
fires, the fires of deliberate or accidental explosions. In our Lord’s day 
the image of fire would have evoked similar images: the fire ignited by 
invading armies to consume cities and towns, or the fire of burning 
ships. Used thus, fire may be said to evoke the image of awesome 
power. There are other associations of a more consoling kind. Fire 
brings warmth to those who are bereft of shelter and adequate clothing. 
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It also provides the wherewithal for preparing meals: food is cooked on 
fire, and people would go looking for wood so as to prepare their fires. 
Without their fire they would lack warmth and nourishment. Fire used 
thus is a great gift. These are some obvious images that our Lord’s 
expression immediately evokes. But more to the point, John the Baptist 
predicted that the Messiah who was coming would baptize with the 
Holy Spirit and with fire. He would winnow, sifting the chaff from the 
grain. So by means of fire he would sift, sort and purify the good from 
the bad. It would test, and we speak of gold being tested by fire. He 
would purify the earth of sin, and indeed John said of Jesus that he was 
the Lamb of God who would take away the sin of the world. We also 
remember the great occasion in the Old Testament when Elijah 
confronted the four hundred prophets of Baal, and how, their sacrifice 
to Baal having failed, God at a stroke sent fire to the earth and 
consumed the sacrifice of Elijah. Fire was a sign of God’s presence and 
sanctifying action. Christ had come to set fire to the earth (Luke 
12:49-53), which is to say, to inaugurate the redeeming and sanctifying 


work of God. 
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John the Baptist’s prediction connects the fire of the Messiah 
with the Holy Spirit. While he, John, baptized with water, the Messiah 
would baptize with far more effect and his own baptism would be 
nothing in comparison. The Messiah, whom he said was none other 
than Jesus, would pour out over people the gift of the Holy Spirit and 
that gift would bring fire, a fire that purified, a fire that consumed, a fire 
that sacrificed. It would make a profound difference. After our Lord 
had risen from the dead, he told his disciples to go to Jerusalem and 
there to await what he had promised. The promised Gift was soon to 
come and it came in the form of fire. At Pentecost, from heaven our 
Lord cast fire on the earth, and it appeared as tongues of fire on the 
heads of the infant Church gathered around the Apostles, with Mary the 
mother of Christ in the midst of them. In the first instance the fire 
which our Lord had come to cast on the earth was the fire of the Holy 
Spirit, a fire that was awesome in power, a fire that nourished and 
protected, that would sort, sift and purify, a fire that would convict and 
punish, and above all a fire that would make of the world a worthy 
sacrifice for God. We may perhaps view the sacrifice prepared by 
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Elijah as a portent of what would eventually come. Just as the fire of 
God fell and consumed it, making of it an offering acceptable to him, so 
at Christ’s Ascension the fire of God, which is the Spirit of the Father 
and the Son, fell on the earth and has been making of it an offering 
acceptable to him. The fire of God which Christ had come to cast on 
the earth is blazing already in the life, the preaching, the ministry and 
the sacraments of the Church. That fire is the grace of the Holy Spirit 
that redeems and sanctifies the world and unites it to the person of 
Jesus. It is the goal of life to see that grace kindled in the hearts of all 
men, and then to have it blazing. The blaze is holiness of life, a 
holiness that is a share in the life of Jesus, which itself is a share in the 
life of the Father. It is a share in the divine life of the Holy Trinity, a 
share in eternal life here and then hereafter. 

Jesus knew that there was one way in which this fire would be 
cast on the earth and made to blaze. It would happen only through his 
Passion, his Death and his Resurrection. Let us unite ourselves to Jesus 
in his suffering and death so as to contribute to the divine blaze which 
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God means to see spreading across the face of the earth. The fire of 
Christ is the gift and the life of the Holy Spirit. This fire comes to each 
through faith and baptism. The Church, being the body of Christ, is the 
bearer of this fire that comes from heaven. Let us so live that this 
marvelous divine fire will become an unending blaze and make of the 
world a worthy offering to God. 
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Friday of the Twenty-ninth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 17 (16): 6, 8 To you I call; for you will 
surely heed me, O God; turn your ear to me; hear my words. Guard me 
as the apple of your eye; in the shadow of your wings protect me. 

Collect Almighty ever living God, grant that we may always conform 
our will to yours and serve your majesty in sincerity of heart. Through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Romans 7:18-25; Psalm 118; Luke 12:54-59 

Jesus said to the crowds, “When you see a cloud rising in the west, 
immediately you say, ‘It’s going to rain, ’ and it does. And when the 
south wind blows, you say, ‘It’s going to be hot, ’ and it is. Hypocrites! 
You know how to interpret the appearance of the earth and the sky. 
How is it that you don’t know how to interpret this present time? “Why 
don’t you judge for yourselves what is right? As you are going with 
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your adversary to the magistrate, try hard to be reconciled on the way, 
or your adversary may drag you off to the judge, and the judge turn you 
over to the officer, and the officer throw you into prison. I tell you, you 
will not get out until you have paid the last penny. ” (Luke 12:54-59) 

The Will Our Lord once told a parable of a steward who was 
reported to his employer for having administered badly his master’s 
affairs. So the steward received notice of termination of employment. 
He set about secretly preparing for life after employment, and this time 
he did so by what we might call a form of bribery. He secretly reduced 
portions of debts owed by various persons to his master, reasoning that 
by doing this he would have friends who would feel willing and 
obligated to help him when he was gone. They would feel beholden to 
him when he was in need. And so it was. Our Lord’s point was 
expressed in the words of the master, after the master discovered what 
had happened. The master could not but be impressed by the steward’s 
shrewdness in action. As we might say colloquially, he had his head 


screwed on. And so it is, our Lord continued, that the children of this 
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world — those who think only of this world’s gains — are smarter in 
their own line than those who have the light of Christ. A similar point 
is made in our Gospel passage today. “ Jesus said to the crowds, ‘When 
you see a cloud rising in the west, immediately you say, ‘It’s going to 
rain, ’ and it does. And when the south wind blows, you say, 'It’s going 
to be hot, ’ and it is. Hypocrites! You know how to interpret the 
appearance of the earth and the sky. How is it that you don 7 know how 
to interpret this present time?'" (Luke 12:54-59). Our Lord is saying 
that we can tell from the clouds that rain is coming, and from certain 
winds that it will be hot. But they have before them the person of 
Christ, his teaching and his miracles, and yet they cannot tell what is 
coming. They cannot see that the Kingdom of God has arrived in the 
person of Jesus. Our Lord calls them “hypocrites!” — which would 
seem to imply that in their heart of hearts they could divine that God 
was present and offering his rule. But under the cloak of seeming 
sincerity they were professing to see nothing — or, rather, they were 
blind. They could not see because they did not want to see. Their 
hypocrisy was founded on a disposition of the will. 
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Our Lord’s words are a reminder that at root what we are able to 
see in .large measure depends on what we want to see. If I am looking 
in a certain direction while my thoughts and interests are elsewhere, I 
shall not “see” what I am looking at. There is a great deal that I shall 
not notice. If I am studying or researching a point with my focus in a 
very precise direction, I probably will not notice other things that are 
there that someone with a different focus will easily detect. Again, if I 
am positively unwilling to search intently for something, I will probably 
miss it even if I am looking for it. All these examples from ordinary 
life point to something far more serious. If we are to find God and the 
things of God we must truly want God and the things of God. Our Lord 
alludes to this in one of his Beatitudes: Blessed are the pure of heart for 
they shall see God. The state of the heart will determine what we are 
able to see. That is to say, what our will is inclined to at the core of our 
being, in large measure will determine what our mind will grasp. If we 
do not like what God is offering, to a fair degree that will determine our 
capacity to see and accept it. In the Prologue of his Gospel, St John 


writes that the Word of God came unto his own and his own would not 
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receive him. The world treated him as a stranger — because their 
deeds were evil. This broad generalization is then illustrated in the 
subsequent narrative of the Gospel. Our Lord makes it clear that the 
reason the world hated him is because its deeds were evil. We must be 
properly disposed. We must be good soil if the seed is to produce good 
fruit. What then are we to do? We must pray for the grace 
progressively to see ourselves as God sees us, and for the grace then to 
change. Cardinal Newman (now beatified) once wrote that where we 
are coming from, our true starting points, are often beyond our sight. 
We need the grace of God to see them, and more than anything, we 
need the grace of God to change them. Only God can change our 
hearts, and our hearts have to be changed if we are to receive him as he 
wishes. 


Let us resolve to take our stand with Jesus. We must take time 
to contemplate him and his teaching, resolving to live in his company 
and to follow after him in the ordinary duties of our everyday life. 
More than anything, we must live a religion of the heart, a religion in 
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which our hearts are given to Christ and are being molded into the 
likeness of his. 
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Saturday of the Twenty-ninth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 17 (16): 6, 8 To you I call; for you will 
surely heed me, O God; turn your ear to me; hear my words. Guard me 
as the apple of your eye; in the shadow of your wings protect me. 

Collect Almighty ever living God, grant that we may always conform 
our will to yours and serve your majesty in sincerity of heart. Through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Romans 8:1-11; Psalm23; Luke 13:1-9 

Now there were some present at that time who told Jesus about the 
Galileans whose blood Pilate had mixed with their sacrifices. Jesus 
answered, "Do you think that these Galileans were worse sinners than 
all the other Gcdileans because they suffered this way? I tell you, no! 
But unless you repent, you too will cdl perish. Or those eighteen who 
died when the tower in Siloam fell on them — do you think they were 
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more guilty than all the others living in Jerusalem? I tell you, no! But 
unless you repent, you too will all perish. ” Then he told this parable: 
“A man had a fig tree growing in his vineyard, and he went to look for 
fruit on it but did not find any. So he said to the man who took care of 
the vineyard, ‘For three years now I’ve been coming to look for fruit on 
this fig tree and haven’t found any. Cut it down! Why should it use up 
the soil? ’ “ ‘Sir, ’ the man replied, ‘leave it alone for one more year, 
and I’ll dig around it and fertilize it. If it bears fruit next year, fine! If 
not, then cut it down. ’ “ (Luke 13:1-9) 

Sin and Affliction It has often been noted that among religious 
societies — societies that believe in God or the gods — there is 
commonly the view that affliction is a punishment. Of course, society 
punishes with some form of affliction those who transgress its laws. 
Accustomed to this pattern in society, many have accounted for the 
affliction that has manifestly not come from society by attributing it to 
the gods. If then the gods are afflicting the sufferer, the affliction must 
be a punishment - for transgressing their laws. The revealed religion of 
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the Hebrews made it abundantly clear that God did indeed punish those 
who transgressed his holy will, and the entire story of the chosen people 
as portrayed in the Old Testament and especially by the prophets, gives 
expression to this. Sin is punished and will be punished. As St Paul 
writes in his Letter to the Romans, the wages of sin are death. St Paul 
also writes that sin entered the world through one man and through sin 
death, and death has spread to the whole human race. So affliction is 
the upshot of sin. God did not create man to suffer and to die. It is the 
result of man’s sin and is its punishment. So not only does religious 
man tend naturally to think that affliction is a punishment for 
transgressing the divine will, but divine revelation confirms this in a 
general sense. But what we tend to do is to attribute to the sins of the 
individual himself, the full cause of his own afflictions. This, however, 
is a non-sequitur — it does not follow. Just because the individual is 
being afflicted because of sin does not mean that he is being afflicted 
because of, or in proportion to, his own sin. He could be suffering 
because of, or to a degree because of, the sins of others. For instance, 
numerous persons suffered to an incalculable degree during World War 
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II because of the wickedness of certain persons. To a certain extent — 
known only to God — they may have suffered because of their own 
sins, but we must allow that their sufferings were primarily due to the 
sins of others. Why God allows this is a mystery to us. But the point 
being made here is that while affliction is ultimately the upshot of sin, it 
is not necessarily the upshot of the sins of the one being afflicted. 

Ordinary human reflection in the main will indicate this. Our 
Lord in our Gospel passage today confirms it. “ Now there were some 
present at that time who told Jesus about the Galileans whose blood 
Pilate had mixed with their sacrifices. Jesus answered, Do you think 
that these Gcdileans were worse sinners than cdl the other Galileans 
because they suffered this way? / tell you, no!” And he repeats his 
point: “Or those eighteen who died when the tower in Siloam fell on 
them—do you think they were more guilty than all the others living in 
Jerusalem? I tell you, no!” (Luke 13: 1-9). Our Lord is not saying that 
they did not sin. He is saying that their affliction, being greater than 
that of so many others, is not an indication that their sins were greater 
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than others. Nor is he denying that their greater affliction was due, 
ultimately, to sin. But he is denying that the sin which was the 
immediate or ultimate cause of their affliction was wholly theirs. There 
is original sin and the sin of the world, all of which play their part in 
generating afflictions. We may take the point further and observe that 
in the case of our Lord himself, of course, there was no sin at all and yet 
his affliction was greater than that of all others. Though innocent, he 
would be burdened with the sins of all mankind. But what our Lord 
does say is that if we do not repent from sin then we will indeed be 
afflicted with punishment. The wages of sin are death: “Unless you 
repent, you too will all perish .” So then, the sight of affliction ought 
remind us of the seriousness of sin. It ought not suggest to us that the 
one being afflicted in a way greater than anything we or many others 
have experienced, is suffering thus because of his own sins. It ought, 
rather, remind us that sin brings harm and affliction, and if we do not 
repent of our own sins we will suffer. The wages of sin are death. We 
will be judged. We must, therefore, repent. The mystery of evil and 
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suffering in the world ought not just leave us mystified. It ought to lead 
us to repent of our sins, for sin will bring punishment and death. 

God gives us time in life — how much time we cannot tell. This 
time is a mercy. It is a chance to turn away from sin and live for God. 
Our Gospel passage today stresses this with the brief parable of the man 
who owned the barren fig tree in the vineyard. The farmer pleaded for 
more time. But if nothing was forthcoming, it would be cut down. Let 
us then resolve to engraft ourselves on to Christ by faith and live daily 
in obedience to him. If we do this we shall produce fruit, fruit that will 
last. 
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Thirtieth Sunday of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 105 (104): 3-4 Let the hearts that seek the 
Lord rejoice; turn to the Lord and his strength; constantly seek his face. 

Collect Almighty ever living God, increase our faith, hope and 
charity, and make us love what you command, so that we may merit 
what you promise. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives 
and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever 
and ever. 

Scripture today : Exodus 22: 20-26; Psalm 17; 

1 Thessalonians 1:5-10; Matthew 22: 34-40 

Hearing that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees, the Pharisees got 
together. One of them, an expert in the law, tested him with this 


question: “Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?” 
Jesus replied: “ 'Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with 
all your soul and with all your mind. ’ This is the first and greatest 
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commandment. And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbour as 
yourself. ’ All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two 
commandments. ’’ 

(Matthew 22:34-40) 

In Everything, Love The lives of most people are guided by a 
variety of motives and expectations. What parents expect of the child 
and youth, what his peers expect of him, and what he expects of himself 
will have a profound effect on his actions. The husband is influenced 
by the expectations that his spouse has of him, and vice versa — if that 
were not the case, there would be something wrong with the marriage. 
The employee is expected by his employer to do things, and vice versa. 
A person’s own expectations of himself will shape his life. These 
expectations involve love, ambition, and various other motives. So it is 
that the whole of mankind is caught up in a vast hive of activity. Now, 
whatever be the facts of an individual case, the primary expectation that 
should shape our life is that which God our Creator has of us. So the 
question arises, what does God expect of mankind and of each 
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individual? The individual who recognizes the authority of God will 
ask, whatever be my own or others’ expectations, what does God expect 
of me? For instance, does he expect more work of me? God may 
indeed be expecting more work of me, for I may be wasting my time 
with excessive recreation and ease. Most serious-minded people, 
because they have responsibilities that are crucial to their happiness 
such as maintaining a family and holding down a job, are probably 
working as much as they can reasonably be expected to. God may be 
expecting more, but not a great deal more activity from them. But what 
God does expect, and expect much more of, is that they love him far 
more in whatever be their proper activity in life. He wants love for him 
to inform every aspect of what they do to meet the responsibilities 
which in his providence he has given to them. When a person comes to 
see that obedience to and service of God should characterize his life, it 
will not usually mean a change in life’s responsibilities. Rather, it will 
mean a profoundly new and all-pervasive motive for meeting those 
responsibilities, and for meeting them well. Instead of a variety of 
motives and expectations driving all that they do, there is one great and 
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transforming motive. It is a motive that sanctifies everything. It is love 
for God and his greater glory. 

In our Gospel passage today a lawyer asks our Lord a 
fundamental question that could be phrased in a variety of ways. He 
asks, What is the greatest of God’s commandments? As already 
explained, Does he expect that I do more than I am doing? He may, but 
probably not if I am fulfilling my responsibilities according to proper 
expectations. So then, what is the first and greatest expectation God has 
of me? What, indeed, is his principal command which, if I fulfil it, will 
make me pleasing to him? Our Lord gives the answer to this in our 
passage today: “ 'Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with 
all your soul and with all your mind. ’ This is the first and greatest 
commandment. And the second is like it: 'Love your neighbour as 
yourself. ’ All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two 
commandments ” (Matthew 22: 34-40). We must, then, begin with and 
work at the first and greatest thing, which is love. That is the principal 
change to be made to our lives. We must strive to ensure that in all that 
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we do we are loving God and placing his glory at the forefront of 
everything. If we love God then, of course, we will want to keep his 
commandments, for our Lord said, if you love me you will keep my 
commandments. This may then mean a change in what I actually do, 
but what I am already doing may well be what God wants me to do. He 
will want me to work hard at my profession, be a good husband and 
father, a good student. But we may be doing all this for mixed and 
imperfect motives. God will want me to do it more and more simply 
for his glory. He will want my work of each day to be the expression of 
and the instrument of a greater and greater love for him. In all my 
thoughts, words and actions he will want love for him, and in him love 
for neighbour, to be growing in my heart. This love is a gift that is 
implanted in my heart and soul at the moment of my baptism. It is a 
divine gift, a grace, which by the help of the Holy Spirit and my own 
exercise of it, can grow and become the ruling element of my life. The 
love of Christ ought be leading the Christian to be a Christ-like spouse 
and parent, a Christ-like worker in the workplace, a Christ-like friend 
and collaborator of others in daily life. 
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This love for God and for others is, as St Paul writes in his 
Letter to the Colossians “the bond of perfection ” (3:14). It is the 
foundation of the other virtues to which it gives life, inspiration, and 
order. Without charity “/ am nothing ” and “/ gain nothing ”, as St Paul 
writes (1 Corinthians 13:1-3). Charity is Christ’s new commandment 
and it is, as our Lord explains in today’s Gospel, the fullness of God’s 
Law. All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments. 
The Catechism asks, why did God make us? God made us to know, 
love and serve him here on earth so as to see and enjoy him forever in 
heaven. So every day we ought aim to know, love and serve God in all 
we do, say and think. St Ignatius of Loyola coined a famous 
expression: For the greater glory of God. If by the grace of God this is 
the motive driving our life, the principal expectation, it will take us to 
sanctity and to heaven. 

Further reading : The Catechism of the Catholic Church, no. 1822-1829 
(charity) 
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Monday of the Thirtieth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 105 (104): 3-4 Let the hearts that seek the 
Lord rejoice; turn to the Lord and his strength; constantly seek his face. 

Collect Almighty ever living God, increase our faith, hope and 
charity, and make us love what you command, so that we may merit 
what you promise. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives 
and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever 
and ever. 

Scripture today : Romans 8:12-17; Psalm 67; Luke 13:10-17 

On a Sabbath Jesus was teaching in one of the synagogues, and a 
woman was there who had been crippled by a spirit for eighteen years. 
She was bent over and could not straighten up at all. When Jesus saw 
her, he called her forward and said to her, “Woman, you are set free 
from your infirmity. ” Then he put his hands on her, and immediately 
she straightened up and praised God. Indignant because Jesus had 
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healed on the Sabbath, the synagogue leader said to the people, “There 
are six days for work. So come and be healed on those days, not on the 
Sabbath. ” The Lord answered him, “You hypocrites! Doesn’t each of 
you on the Sabbath untie your ox or donkey from the stall and lead it 
out to give it water? Then should not this woman, a daughter of 
Abraham, whom Satan has kept bound for eighteen long years, be set 
free on the Sabbath day from what bound her? ” When he said this, all 
his opponents were humiliated, but the people were delighted with all 
the wonderful things he was doing. (Luke 13:10-17) 

Christ’s Charity Once again, our Lord reveals his great-hearted 
charity in our Gospel passage today. It is the Sabbath day, the Lord’s 
day. The people are gathered in one of the synagogues and Jesus is 
teaching. It is clear from the Gospels that the Sabbath was a privileged 
time for our Lord’s ministry. The people had stopped work, they were 
gathered to pray and hear the word of God, and Jesus took advantage of 
this circumstance to teach them. Contemplate the wonder of Christ thus 
teaching! Imagine being in the synagogue, and God the Son made man 
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is speaking and instructing! In gazing on that man we are gazing on 
God, visible in his human nature. In hearing his teaching, we are 
hearing the greatest and most sure teaching in the history of the world. 
It is teaching that takes us to eternal life. Ultimately it is teaching about 
his very person and what it means to live in union with him. Because it 
is this, it is teaching which if followed leads to salvation. How 
privileged were the people of our Lord’s time and place! For this 
reason our Lord once said to his disciples that they were blessed. 
Prophets and kings had longed to see what they were seeing and had not 
seen it. They had longed to hear what they were hearing and had not 
heard it. But now, this same Jesus lives still. He is living, risen from 
the dead and speaks to us still. He speaks to us in his word in the 
inspired Scriptures and in the great Tradition which is the living word 
and life of the Church. We do not see him in visible form, but he is 
there and speaking to us in his body the Church of which he is the 
living Head. So there he is in the synagogue, and while he is teaching, 
or perhaps when he finishes, he sees a poor woman who had been 
crippled for some eighteen years, all bent over. It is intriguing that 
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Luke reports the number of years she had been in this condition. It 
suggests that his source was an eye-witness who was quite 
knowledgeable as to the situation. Full of compassion, our Lord, 
without being asked, proceeds to call her forth from the crowd. At a 
word, he cures her. 

Let us notice that he does not call her from the crowd formally 
to cast out a demon that possessed her. There are other cures he effects 
in which he explicitly casts out demons possessing persons. We find 
him speaking of casting out a dumb spirit, or a spirit that causes fits, 
and so forth. But this time he simply calls the woman out and sets her 
free of her “infirmity.” But in his sharp and overwhelming reply to the 
synagogue official he makes it clear that Satan did have some hand in it. 
Satan is not stated as causing her condition because of some form of 
possession but he actively assisted in maintaining, indirectly or 
otherwise, the physical condition that afflicted her. Our Lord speaks of 
Satan as holding her bound - and he gives an illustration in the donkey 
being held tethered in the stall. It reminds us that the evils and 
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sufferings of the world came about not as a result of God’s creative act, 
but as a result of man’s fall in which Satan had a hand. Satan still 
delights in being the great Spoiler. As our Lord says elsewhere, he is a 
liar and a murderer from the beginning. Well then, the Son of God 
cures the woman and silences the objecting synagogue official. His 
whole action reveals the love and power of God. He comes to the aid of 
the one who is suffering and defenceless. We too ought bring all our 
tribulations before him in our prayer. Who knows what he might do as 
part of the divine plan. Time and again during the Gospels he reveals 
by his numerous miracles that he is almighty, and that his might is 
manifested in his mercy. The divine power shows itself in mercy 
towards those in need. This might be said to be distinctive of the 
Christian religion. That is to say, God is revealed as not just a great 
power, but an almighty power that, in accord with the divine wisdom, is 
entirely at the service of love for those in need and misery. The event 
in our Gospel scene today (Luke 13: 10-17) is a sign of greater things to 
come. The greatest act of divine power was, firstly, God becoming 
man, and secondly God taking on himself the sins of mankind and 
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expiating for them all. The Incarnation and the Atonement is the great 
revelation of the power, mercy and love of God - and all vindicated and 
sealed by the Resurrection. 

Let us in prayer draw near to the person of Jesus. He smiles 
with love on us as we take our stand with him. He is full of strength 
and that strength is shown in his deeds of compassion and love. His 
greatest such deed is his giving himself up for our salvation. Let us 
take our stand with him. But very importantly, let us pray for the grace 
to follow him closely in our everyday lives as he makes his way to 
Calvary. We are called to renounce ourselves and to take up our cross, 
following in his footsteps. 
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Tuesday of the Thirtieth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 105 (104): 3-4 Let the hearts that seek the 
Lord rejoice; turn to the Lord and his strength; constantly seek his face. 

Collect Almighty ever living God, increase our faith, hope and 
charity, and make us love what you command, so that we may merit 
what you promise. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives 
and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever 
and ever. 

Scripture today : Romans 8:18-25; Psalm 125; Luke 13:18-21 

Jesus asked, What is the kingdom of God like? What shall I compare it 
to? It is like a mustard seed, which a man took and planted in his 
garden. It grew and became a tree, and the birds of the cur perched in 
its branches. Again he asked, What shall 1 compare the kingdom of 
God to? It is like yeast that a woman took and mixed into a large 
amount of flour until it worked cdl through the dough. (Luke 13:18-21) 
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It Grows Later in life John Henry Newman (now beatified) 

expressed amazement at the changes he had seen in the society and 
culture of his time. He was a man of the nineteenth century, a century 
of great changes indeed. He himself was thinking especially of the 
advance of religious agnosticism and practical atheism in Western 
culture, as exemplified in England. Thinking of that remark, we could 
think of other great changes that have occurred in history — indeed of 
an opposite character. I have in mind especially, say, the change from 
paganism to Christianity in the Roman Empire, and the change from the 
Arianism and mixed paganism of the invading barbarians to Catholic 
Europe of the late Dark and early Middle Ages. The first millennium 
following the birth of Christ is the story of the amazing growth of the 
Christian religion. Up to the accession of Constantine early in the 
fourth century, Christianity had suffered numerous pulverizing attacks 
by the Empire. But it could not be pulverized. It could not be stamped 
out, and the more ferocious the thrusts at it, the more did it mysteriously 
grow. By the arrival of Constantine, the Church stood bloodied and 
bruised, but joyful and advancing. It seemed to possess an 
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indestructible principle of growth amid difficulty. In the fourth century 
it was declared the winner of the contest, with paganism losing its status 
as the religion of the Empire. The following century saw the arrival of 
the barbarians, harassing at the borders. The great St Augustine died as 
the Vandals were bearing down upon his own region. He had published 
one of his greatest works, The City of God , grappling with the mystery 
of a crumbling Christian civilization — driven to its knees by the 
hoards. Rome fell, and the Visigoths, the Vandals and others took their 
respective seats. Subsequently, the Vikings came across the seas and 
down the great rivers, bringing fire and sword and spear. But amid all 
of the mayhem of the Dark Ages, what was happening? The Christian 
missionaries were conquering the conquerors. Catholic Europe was 
appearing on the horizon. The Christian religion seemed possessed of a 
principle of indestructible growth amid difficulty. It was like a seed 
that just had to grow and its best environment was, paradoxically, 


difficulty and persecution. 
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Of course, this point cannot be pressed too far. There have been 
and will continue to be various reversals. In the fourth and fifth 
centuries the Near East was the centre of Christianity in terms of 
population, ideas, controversies and councils. By overwhelming force 
of arms it was overrun by the religion of Mahomet, and for much more 
than a millennium has been the home of the Islamic successor — 
Christianity being regarded on sufferance as a minor guest. But the 
point I am making here is that the Christian religion as borne along by 
Christ’s Church has in it an indestructible principle of growth amid 
difficulty. It grows. It fact, it can and does grow everywhere. It is not 
the religion of a particular civilization, but can strike root anywhere. It 
is catholic, and this distinctive feature manifested itself on the day of 
Pentecost. Peter, with the eleven apostles by his side, addressed the 
crowd that was drawn from all parts of the world. About three thousand 
souls from numerous parts of the world were won for the Lord (Acts 2: 
41) on that day of the Church’s birth. Its divine Founder had been put 
to death by the most notorious means, but from that seeming defeat 
sprang forth new growth. The growth was due to the divine Presence 
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therein. The risen Jesus was invisibly at the head, and the power was 
coming from the Spirit. The Church’s members were being sanctified, 
and non-believers were being converted to the Lord. All these patterns 
from the past deliver a consoling lesson for today and the future. Christ 
does not depend on favourable circumstances nor on worldly talent. He 
depends on faith, hope and love in his disciples, and the willingness to 
follow him amid difficulty. He asks that his disciples take up their 
cross every day and follow in his footsteps. On this basis, the Church 
his body grows amid difficulty. In our Gospel today, our Lord 
describes the inner dynamics of the Kingdom he was to establish and 
place in the keeping of his Church. The Kingdom — which is union 
with his Person — “A like a mustard seed, which a man took and 
planted in his garden. It grew and became a tree, and the birds of the 
air perched in its branches. ” Or again, it is “like yeast that a woman 
took and mixed into a large amount of flour until it worked all through 


the dough ” (Luke 13:18-21). 
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Whatever be the historical growth or otherwise of the Kingdom 
of God in this or that locality, region, country or continent, each 
Christian can be sure that it can grow in his own life. The Kingdom 
grows in a person’s heart to the extent that the knowledge and love of 
Christ grows there. The pressing and truly important thing is that each 
of us give our whole mind, heart, soul and strength to Jesus Christ, and 
live out this self-donation by a life of obedience to his will. If we do 
this we shall be good soil, suitable for the seed that comes from God to 
produce its harvest. 
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Wednesday of the Thirtieth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 105 (104): 3-4 Let the hearts that seek the 
Lord rejoice; turn to the Lord and his strength; constantly seek his face. 

Collect Almighty ever living God, increase our faith, hope and 
charity, and make us love what you command, so that we may merit 
what you promise. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives 
and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever 
and ever. 

Scripture today : Romans 8:26-30; Psalm 12; Luke 13:22-30 

Jesus went through the towns and villages, teaching as he made his way 
to Jerusalem. Someone asked him, “Lord, are only a few people going 
to be saved? ” He said to them, “Make every effort to enter through the 
narrow door, because many, I tell you, will try to enter and will not be 
able to. Once the owner of the house gets up and closes the door, you 


will stand outside knocking and pleading, ‘Sir, open the door for us. ’ 
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“But he will answer, 7 don’t know you or where you come from. ’ 
“Then you will say, ‘We ate and drank with you, and you taught in our 
streets. ’ "But he will reply, 7 don’t know you or where you come from. 
Away from me, all you evildoers! ’ “There will be weeping there, and 
gnashing of teeth, when you see Abraham, Isaac and Jacob and cdl the 
prophets in the kingdom of God, but you yourselves thrown out. People 
will come from east and west and north and south, and will take their 
places at the feast in the kingdom of God. Indeed there are those who 
are last who will be first, and first who will be last. ” (Luke 13:22-30) 

Last Things I remember that at one university where I happened to 
be studying, my supervisor described the God of the Old Testament as a 
God of wrath and punishment and the God of the New as a God of love 
and mercy. That has been a widespread cliche but I am sure those who 
adhere to the Jewish faith would object to it. The Christian ought to 
know that while in Christ the love of God is most fully and definitively 
revealed, this same love of God is revealed in the Old Testament. The 
prophets abound in passages that speak of the tender love of Yahweh 
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for his people. At the same time Christ himself speaks very frequently 
about the punishment of Hell. While the Old Testament speaks of the 
punishment and wrath of God, more often than not this wrath and 
punishment is depicted as being played out in this life. Our Lord, 
though, speaks of God’s punishment in far more definitive terms. Our 
Lord speaks of Hell far more often than any prophet before him and he 
reveals its nature much more clearly. Our Gospel passage today is but 
one of many that could be cited as describing the judgment and the 
punishment of unrepentant sinners by God. God is love, and this is the 
great teaching of the New Testament. It was because God so loved the 
world that he sent his only-begotten Son, but he did this because of the 
terrible consequences of sin - and these terrible consequences are 
revealed more fulsomely by Christ than by any prophet before him. 
Because of man’s sin, death — eternal death — would have come to 
mankind were it not for God’s great initiative in sending his Son. Our 
Lord must have spoken repeatedly of the consequences of sin because 
in their very question to him his disciples ask, “Lord, are only a few 
people going to be saved?” In his reply our Lord ignored their question 
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as to numbers and stressed rather the efforts they must make. “ Make 
every effort to enter through the narrow door, because many, I tell you, 
will try to enter and will not be able to ” (Luke 13:22-30). 

What this means is that the Christian must take account of what 
we might call the Last Things. Time passes quickly. Most things in life 
are to a greater or lesser extent uncertain. But there are a few things 
that are absolutely inevitable. The first is that we shall die and that 
following our death, God will judge us for what we have done. Our 
deeds, embracing all our deliberate thoughts, words and actions, the 
entire exercise of our freedom, will be subject to the definitive scrutiny 
of God. All this is inevitable because Christ has revealed it. So we 
must prepare for it and make every effort, as our Lord says, to enter by 
the narrow door, the door of earnest application to the one sure end of 
our life. For following God’s judgment there will be either heaven or 
hell. Our Lord puts it in terms of a parable: “ Once the owner of the 
house gets up and closes the door, you will stand outside knocking and 
pleading, ‘Sir, open the door for us. ’ But he will answer, 7 don’t know 
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you or where you come from. ’ Then you will say, ‘We ate and drank 
with you, and you taught in our streets. ’ But he will reply, 7 don’t know 
you or where you come from. Away from me, cdl you evildoers!'^ What 
a terrible thing it will be to hear the words of Christ our Judge, were he 
to say to us when that time comes, “/ do not know where you come 
from. Away from me, all you evildoers /” Christ adds a further warning. 
We must not take for granted that, because we have been long familiar 
with him and his words, we shall for that simple fact be acceptable to 
him. He is looking for true faith and for deeds that are consistent with 
this faith. For this reason, those who are first may be found to be last 
and those who come to him late and indeed last, may be found to be 
first. “There will be weeping there, and gnashing of teeth, when you see 
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob and cdl the prophets in the kingdom of God, 
but you yourselves thrown out. People will come from east and west 
and north and south, and will take their places at the feast in the 
kingdom of God. Indeed there are those who are last who will be first, 


and first who will be last.” 
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All this sounds sombre, but there is no alternative but to think 
about it and to live in the light of it. We have the gift of life. Life 
offers immense opportunities and serious consequences, and both the 
one and the other issue from the exercise of freedom. Life is a gift and 
it is a responsibility. It is a gift because it gives us the opportunity of 
knowing, loving and serving God here and forever hereafter. But it is a 
responsibility. We shall be held responsible for the use we have made 
of this gift. 
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Thursday of the Thirtieth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 105 (104): 3-4 Let the hearts that seek the 
Lord rejoice; turn to the Lord and his strength; constantly seek his face. 

Collect Almighty ever living God, increase our faith, hope and 
charity, and make us love what you command, so that we may merit 
what you promise. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives 
and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever 
and ever. 

Scripture today : Romans 8:31-39; Psalm 108; Luke 13:31-35 

At that time some Pharisees came to Jesus and said to him, “Leave this 
place and go somewhere else. Herod wants to kill you. ” He replied, 
“Go tell that fox, 7 will keep on driving out demons and healing people 
today and tomorrow, and on the third day I will reach my goal. ’ In any 
case, I must press on today and tomorrow and the next day—for surely 
no prophet can die outside Jerusalem! “Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you 
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who kill the prophets and stone those sent to you, how often I have 
longed to gather your children together, as a hen gathers her chicks 
under her wings, and you were not willing. Look, your house is left to 
you desolate. I tell you, you will not see me again until you say, 
'Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. ’ (Luke 13:31-35) 

Judge and Friend How serious it would be to be judged adversely 
by Jesus! In our Gospel today some Pharisees come to Jesus and urge 
him to leave because Herod was seeking to kill him. Our Lord appears 
to have been in Herod’s territory and perhaps Herod had craftily let it be 
known to the Pharisees that he was after Jesus, in the hope that Jesus 
would leave his territory. Perhaps! In any case, he earns the withering 
description from our Lord of being a “fox.” In other contexts the 
Pharisees themselves drew from our Lord the description of being 
“hypocrites.” They were whitewashed sepulchres. On one Sabbath day 
when our Lord was before a person who had a withered hand and the 
scribes and Pharisees were watching what he would do, he asked them 
if it was lawful to do good on a Sabbath, or evil. They stubbornly 
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remained silent. We read that our Lord looked around on them all with 
anger, and in their presence forthwith cured the man. As we think of 
these incidents, and in particular of our Lord’s words in today’s passage 
describing Herod as a fox, let us think of the judgment of Christ on 
man’s actions and state of heart. He, the living risen Jesus, Son of God 
and Saviour, into whose hands all authority in heaven and on earth have 
been placed, observes all that goes on in our hearts. He judges now, 
and will judge us when our time comes. Let us then live in the light of 
our future judgment. But while he is our Judge, he is also our Friend. 
His heart, while full of truth, is also full of love. We see this too in our 
Gospel passage today in his lament over Jerusalem: “ Jerusalem, 
Jerusalem, you who kill the prophets and stone those sent to you, how 
often I have longed to gather your children together, as a hen gathers 
her chicks under her wings, and you were not willing ” (Luke 13:31-35). 
Christ wishes to protect us, to gather each of us under his sheltering 
hand. He is, as he makes clear elsewhere in the Gospel, our Good 
Shepherd who gives his life for us his sheep. 
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In our Gospel passage our Lord also alludes to the supreme 
purpose of his life. Yes, he is healing the sick and casting out devils, 
but his supreme work is yet to come. “At that time some Pharisees 
came to Jesus and said to him, ‘Leave this place and go somewhere 
else. Herod wants to kill you. ’ He replied, ‘Go tell that fox, I will keep 
on driving out demons and healing people today and tomorrow, and on 
the third day I will reach my goal. In any case, / must press on today 
and tomorrow and the next day—for surely no prophet can die outside 
Jerusalem!” So then, he says, “on the third day I will reach my goal.” 
His goal was to lay down his life in witness to the truth about himself 
and his mission. It would be the supreme act of obedience to the will of 
his heavenly Father and the supreme moment in which he would save 
the world. Jesus was very conscious that he had come to redeem the 
entire world. All mankind, though it did not realize it, was dependent 
for its very life on him and on his coming sacrifice. His goal was 
Jerusalem and the witness to the truth which he would bear before his 
enemies who wished to destroy him. He would bear this witness in 
obedience to the divine plan of salvation, and it would involve a 
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Passion and Death which would make up for all the sins of mankind. 
Let us ponder on the remarkable character of the divine plan. As we 
look out on this wonderful world, as we look out on the universe and its 
incalculable size and richness, we cannot but marvel at the wonder of 
God’s creative plan. To thi nk that such a universe comes forth from the 
hand of one only God! And this is to say nothing of the unseen Angelic 
world, the world of Angels and Saints who stand in the presence of God 
and serve him night and day. But a greater cause of wonder is God’s 
redemptive plan. Not only has God created this world and each of us 
but he has taken the astounding initiative of sending his divine Son, 
himself this same one God though distinct from the Father and the 
Spirit, to become one of us and by his death to redeem man from his 
sin. As we think of our Lord’s words in today’s Gospel, let us be fdled 
with gratitude for all that God has done for us his children. 

“Jerusalem, Jerusalem!” our Lord cried out. We can hear the 
feeling in his voice, and sense the love that filled his heart. This man is 
the Man of the ages, the glory of mankind, the keystone of all reality. 
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He is the true Conqueror of evil, the hero for every man and woman. 
This world has come from him and its redemption from sin has also 
come from him. No other figure in the history of mankind ranks with 
him, and our eternity consists in friendship with him. So then, let us 
take our stand with him and ask for the grace to follow him closely, yes, 
even as he makes his way to Jerusalem. 

-- 
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Friday of the Thirtieth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 105 (104): 3-4 Let the hearts that seek the 
Lord rejoice; turn to the Lord and his strength; constantly seek his face. 

Collect Almighty ever living God, increase our faith, hope and 
charity, and make us love what you command, so that we may merit 
what you promise. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives 
and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever 
and ever. 

Scripture today : Romans 9:1-5; PsalmPsl47; Luke 14:1-6 

One Sabbath, when Jesus went to eat in the house of a prominent 
Pharisee, he was being carefully watched. There in front of him was a 
man suffering from abnormal swelling of his body. Jesus asked the 
Pharisees and experts in the law, “Is it lawfid to heal on the Sabbath or 
not? ” But they remained silent. So taking hold of the man, he healed 
him and sent him on his way. Then he asked them, “If one of you has a 
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child or an ox that falls into a well on the Sabbath day, will you not 
immediately pull it out? ” And they had nothing to say. (Luke 14:1-6) 

Christ Our Light Our scene today occurs on a Sabbath. Perhaps the 
synagogue service was over, and presumably our Lord had spoken at 
length to the assembled congregation. We read elsewhere in the 
Gospels that on the Sabbaths, our Lord spoke in the synagogue of the 
town where he happened to be, and so it would have been on this day. 
The Sabbath was also a time of rest and appropriate celebration, and so 
our Lord was invited to the house of a leading Pharisee. Others, 
Pharisees and experts in the law, were also present and one would 
imagine that they were keen to know our Lord up close, to converse 
with him themselves and to watch how he performed. We are told in 
the Gospel of St John that Jesus had no need of anyone to tell him what 
was in a man, for he could read their hearts. And so our Lord was 
perfectly aware of the suspicious and critical attitude of his hosts and 
yet he cordially accepted the invitation. It shows our Lord’s openness 


to all, his calm fearlessness before critics who would, he knew, become 
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implacable in their hostility to him. So he went to dine in the house of 
the leading Pharisee who had with him several of his set. Behold the 
Son of God made man, reclining at table, eating in the midst of this 
company! He is the perfect embodiment of holiness, indeed, he is its 
Source. And there in front of him a man with a serious swelling of the 
body presented himself, asking to be cured. Our Lord knew his 
company was watching him to see what he would do on the Sabbath. 
Perhaps they had even indirectly encouraged the sick person to present 
himself, or at least placed no obstacle before him. So our Lord asked 
them all if it was lawful to heal someone on the Sabbath. They dared 
not answer him — none of them at all. They were silent, for they knew 
that no-one had ever bettered Jesus in religious debate. So he 
proceeded to cure the man of his ailment and sent him off. Our Lord 
then turned to them all and gave his example of a child or an ox being 
rescued from difficulty on the Sabbath. Again, they were silent. With 
sovereign ease Our Lord dominated the entire situation. 
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All of the Scriptures, both Old and New Testaments, are inspired 
by God and so are to be regarded as the most incomparable of all 
writings penned by man. Penned by man the Scriptures were, but 
authored ultimately by the Holy Spirit. Granted all this, nevertheless 
some parts of the Scriptures are of greater import than others, and the 
most important parts of the Scriptures are the Gospels because they 
directly present the person, the words, the teaching and the actions of 
the Redeemer, God the Son become man. He is the fulfilment of all the 
Scriptures. In the Gospels the reader can contemplate the person of 
Jesus and thus come to know him and to love him. And so it is today. 
We contemplate the person of Jesus in our Gospel scene reclining at the 
meal in the house of the leading Pharisee and calmly entering into 
dialogue with his many critics present there. For the one who has 
discovered the person of Christ, it is somewhat of a mystery how he, 
goodness itself, evoked such hostility and suspicion. It is the mystery 
of sin. Christ is there, and in his miracle on behalf of the sick man 
manifests his divine power so effortlessly exercised, and by means of 
that power reveals his love that responds to human need. The power of 
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God shows itself in deeds of mercy. The teaching of the Old Testament 
that God is rich in mercy is manifested and fulfilled in the person of 
Jesus. Christ shows himself in his dialogue with the Pharisee to be 
engaging, refined, far superior in intellect to his enemies and critics, and 
all the while charitable to all. In a word, he is perfect, the perfect man. 
There is naturally a reluctance to consider anyone perfect because, 
despite our anti-dogmatic culture in all things religious, we implicitly 
accept that man is profoundly flawed. We implicitly accept the doctrine 
of original sin in some form. But in the case of Jesus Christ, there we 
have the perfect man. On one occasion our Lord instructed his disciples 
to be perfect, for their heavenly Father was perfect. He was placing 
before them what was to be their constant ideal, and he was the 
embodiment of it. 

Our scene today has Christ in the centre (Luke 14: 1-6). On one 
side are those who are not with him. On the other, though here 
unmentioned, are those who are with him, his disciples. That is the 


choice, to be with him or not to be with him. Let us make our choice to 
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be with him, and let us renew that every day, living it out with all our 
hearts. Let us make Christ our love and, filled more and more with this 
love, let us live our daily lives accordingly. 


■<b»©«dv 





2305 


Saturday of the Thirtieth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 105 (104): 3-4 Let the hearts that seek the 
Lord rejoice; turn to the Lord and his strength; constantly seek his face. 

Collect Almighty ever living God, increase our faith, hope and 
charity, and make us love what you command, so that we may merit 
what you promise. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives 
and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever 
and ever. 

Scripture today : Romans 11:1-2.11-12.25-29; Psalm 93; 

Luke 14:1,7-11 

One Sabbath, when Jesus went to eat in the house of a prominent 
Pharisee, he was being carefully watched. When he noticed how the 
guests picked the places of honour at the table, he told them this 
parable: When someone invites you to a wedding feast, do not take the 
place of honour, for a person more distinguished than you may have 
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been invited. If so, the host who invited both of you will come and say 
to you, ‘Give this man your seat. ’ Then, humiliated, you will have to 
take the least important place. But when you are invited, take the 
lowest place, so that when your host comes, he will say to you, ‘Friend, 
move up to a better place. ’ Then you will be honoured in the presence 
of all your fellow guests. For everyone who exalts himself will be 
humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted. (Luke 14:1, 
7-11) 

Humiliation One of the most notable features of the life of Jesus 
Christ was that he was greatly humiliated. He was the greatest man 
who walked the earth in terms of moral goodness, sanctity and the 
divinity of his person, but his path was a lowly and humble one — 
indeed it was a path of humiliations. As an infant he was pursued by 
the ruthless Herod, and not honoured by him as he should have been. 
He was rejected by the influential ones among the leaders, spumed and 
attacked. He came unto his own, and his own should have received him 
with honour, but instead he was received with opprobrium. We are 
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talking of the Incarnate God. The path of Jesus Christ was a path of 
humiliations, and he described himself as being meek and humble of 
heart. When he told those following him that a person could be his 
disciple only if he renounced himself and took up his cross every day, 
he was especially thinking of humiliations. The “cross” referred to the 
most humiliating death that was possible in his time, the kind of public 
death that was meant by Rome to be a warning to all criminals and 
slaves. The disciple must be prepared to embrace what Christ 
embraced, and that was the path of humiliation. It is a very difficult 
message and were it not the moral renown of Jesus Christ, the world 
would think it altogether a foolish one. The only “reason” for the 
Christian’s taking that path is that Jesus Christ took it. It was by 
Christ’s following that path of obedience amid humiliation and drinking 
that cup to its finish, that the world was saved. From humility and 
humiliations came life in abundance to all. This is one of the most 
difficult of lessons to master, and one of the most difficult of paths to 
embrace. It can only be done for love of Jesus, and by the grace of the 
Holy Spirit. Now, just as Jesus Christ is the supreme hero of the moral 
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and religious life, so the saints who loved and followed him are our 
heroes. They manifest this or that facet of the following of Christ, but 
among them all the attainment of the virtue of humility is fundamental. 
The path towards the gaining of humility is marked by humiliations. 

For instance, let us take one of countless examples in the history 
of sanctity. In the middle of the nineteenth century it was decided to 
found in Dublin a Catholic University for the English speaking world. 
It was the desire of Pope Pius IX and of many bishops, especially in 
Ireland. As the most famous convert to Catholicism of his day, and as a 
past intellectual leader of the University of Oxford especially in his 
fight against liberalism in religion, John Henry Newman (now 
beatified) was approached by Cardinal Cullen (the archbishop of 
Armagh) to be its founding Rector. He would have to start from 
nothing and build up the institution in Dublin — himself commuting 
regularly from his Oratory House in Birmingham, where he was the 
Superior and Founder. From the beginning, he had serious difficulties 
especially, though not only, with the Irish bishops, including from 
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Cullen himself. Newman hoped that the project would be a 
recommencement of his battle with doctrinal liberalism. It was decided 
by the Pope that Newman would be appointed a Bishop (in partibus) to 
give him episcopal standing among the Irish bishops, though his only 
responsibility would be the incipient university. It was widely 
announced that he would be consecrated a bishop, and was common 
talk, but Cullen quietly and secretly acted against this eventuating. He 
succeeded, and the whole proposal was dropped without Newman being 
informed. It was one of many humiliations that were strewn across 
Newman’s path. The point, though, is that in suffering humiliation in 
obedience, Newman was treading the path of Christ. The cross was 
being exalted in his life and in that triumph of the cross in life, sanctity 
was being forged. In the Passion and Death of Christ, God’s plan for 
the redemption and sanctification of mankind was being worked out. In 
the humiliations and reversals of the disciple of Christ, God’s 
redemptive and sanctifying plan proceeds. Obedience to God in 
imitation of Jesus Christ will bring humiliation as it did to the Master 
himself, and from that obedience flows the abundant life of God. 
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In our Gospel today our Lord concludes by saying that 
“Everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles 
himself will be exalted ” (Luke 14: 1, 7-11). The greatest disciples of 
Jesus Christ will experience humiliation, and this will be the rich soil of 
humility — which in turn is the foundation of authentic sanctity. God 
will exalt the one who humbles himself in obedience before him, but 
this will involve humiliation and the cross. Newman became a saint 
and this was recognized in his beatification by Pope Benedict in 2010. 
Let us pray to put on the mind of Christ, and to be able to embrace the 
cross in obedience when it comes our way. 
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Thirty-first Sunday of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 38 (37): 22-23 Forsake me not, O Lord, my 
God; be not far from me! Make haste and come to my help, O Lord, my 
strong salvation! 

Collect Almighty and merciful God, by whose gift your faithful offer 
you right and praiseworthy service, grant, we pray, that we may hasten 
without stumbling to receive the things you have promised. Through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Malachi 1:14-2: 2.8-10; Psalm 130; 

1 Thessal 2:7-9.13; Matthew 23:1-12 

Jesus said to the crowds and to his disciples: The teachers of the law 
and the Pharisees sit in Moses ’ seat. So you must obey them and do 
everything they tell you. But do not do what they do, for they do not 
practise what they preach. They tie up heavy loads and put them on 
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men’s shoulders, but they themselves are not willing to lift a finger to 
move them. Everything they do is done for men to see: They make their 
phylacteries wide and the tassels on their garments long; they love the 
place of honour at banquets and the most important seats in the 
synagogues; they love to be greeted in the market-places and to have 
men call them ‘Rabbi’. But you are not to be called ‘Rabbi’, for you 
have only one Master and you are cdl brothers. And do not call anyone 
on earth father ’, for you have one Father, and he is in heaven. Nor are 
you to be called ‘teacher’, for you have one Teacher, the Christ. The 
greatest among you will be your servant. For whoever exalts himself 
will be humbled, and whoever humbles himself will be exalted. 
(Matthew 23:1-12) 

The Lord is God The foundation of the Ten Commandments is the 
First: I am the Lord your God, you shall not have other gods before me. 
Some scholars have maintained that the original stress of the first of the 
Ten Commandments was not on the exclusive oneness of God, but on 
the right of Yahweh to Israel’s exclusive worship and loyalty. They 
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maintain that this commandment as given to Moses did not formally 
declare that there were no “gods” — called such by the peoples — other 
than the Lord, but that Israel was not to worship any of them. It was a 
commandment directed to Israel, and it required that the Lord (Yahweh) 
was to be their only God. Such scholars think, indeed, that the first 
commandment presupposes the existence of other gods of some kind. 
Let us leave the academic debate on a point of religious history to one 
side, and for argument’s sake allow that the stress may have been on 
exclusivity of worship and loyalty rather than on the divine oneness. In 
any case, the “gods” of other religions were at most mere spirits, real or 
unreal, and endowed with certain powers that competed with the greater 
powers of a higher spirit or god. They were scarcely imagined by their 
devotees as comparable to Yahweh. If as an historical fact the first 
commandment did not formally declare that such spirits — such 
“deities” — were non-existent, this would not contradict the strict 
monotheism that was definitely implied in it. Historical revelation 
makes it clear, in fact, that there are spirits. There are angels and there 
are demons. Many peoples worshipped their ancestors and “deified” 
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them, without conceiving them as of the same status as that accorded by 
the Jews to Yahweh. What is indisputable is the command that all 
worship and obedience must be rendered to the Lord. Whatever so- 
called “deities” — ancestors and spirits and demons — there might be, 
none were to receive any honour due to God alone. The ever-present 
temptation bewitching societies was to attribute divine power and status 
to lesser unseen beings, whether known or imagined, whether good or 
evil. 


Whether fully and explicitly understood at the time of the 
revelation, or gradually understood with reflection and further 
revelation over time, the duty to adore God as the Lord of everything 
that exists is required by the first commandment. Man is to render to 
God the individual and community worship which is his due; to pray to 
him with sentiments of praise, of thanks, and of supplication; to offer 
him sacrifices, above all the spiritual sacrifice of one’s own life. All 
this is seen by the Christian as to be lived in union with the perfect 


sacrifice of Christ. Christ’s fulfilment of the first commandment is its 
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perfect fulfilment. Man is able to fulfill this command in a new and 
especially elevated way by uniting himself to Christ in a life of 
obedience to God and his holy will. There are implications of this for 
our search for truth. Many people do not bother with the truth — their 
sloth leads them to shrug off such matters. But if God is the Lord of all, 
and if then man has the obligation to acknowledge his lordship over all, 
then man is obliged to seek to know God and his will for us. It is 
therefore implied by the first and greatest commandment that every 
person has the right and the moral duty to seek the truth about God and 
what he has revealed. That is also to say that everyone has the duty to 
seek to know Christ and his Church. Once known, every person has the 
right and the moral duty to embrace this truth, to guard it faithfully and 
to render God authentic worship. This freedom to seek and embrace 
the truth of God is the most fundamental right and duty, because 
without this knowledge one cannot fulfill this basic commandment as 
God intends it to be observed. The modern atheist or agnostic — a 
class of persons pervading all levels of modern Western society — 


cannot, in the nature of the case, fulfil this foundational commandment. 
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His considered position, atheistic or agnostic as the case may be, is 
condemned by this commandment. If it is founded on a conception of 
human autonomy, that conception is false. The fulfilment of this 
command leads to man’s flourishing. It takes him to holiness and to 
heaven. 

In our Gospel today our Lord tells us that we have but one 
Master and that we are all brothers. We have but one Father and he is 
in heaven. We have but one Teacher, the Christ. He it is that we ought 
exalt, and we do so by lives of generous obedience to the divine will, 
lived out in union with Christ by the faithful fulfilment of our daily 
duties and responsibilities. Let us then exalt God and humble 
ourselves, for our Lord tells us that “whoever exalts himself will be 
humbled, and whoever humbles himself will be exalted” (Matthew 
23:1-12). 

Further reading : The Catechism of the Catholic Church , no. 2095-2109 
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Monday of the Thirty-first Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 38 (37): 22-23 Forsake me not, O Lord, my 
God; be not far from me! Make haste and come to my help, O Lord, my 
strong salvation! 

Collect Almighty and merciful God, by whose gift your faithful offer 
you right and praiseworthy service, grant, we pray, that we may hasten 
without stumbling to receive the things you have promised. Through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Romans 11:29-36; Psalm 68; Luke 14:12-14 

Then Jesus said to his host, “When you give a luncheon or dinner, do 
not invite your friends, your brothers or sisters, your relatives, or your 
rich neighbours; if you do, they may invite you back and so you will be 
repaid. But when you give a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the 
lame, the blind, and you will be blessed. Although they cannot repay 
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you, you will be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous. ” (Luke 
14:12-14) 

Purity of Intention An older sister who has married and is settled has 
resolved to assist her younger brother who is likewise married and is 
struggling financially with his young family. At some sacrifice to 
herself she gives a sizeable gift of money to her brother. As a result of 
this generous act, he is able to lay down a deposit for his new home and 
make a start on repayments for what is now his own dwelling. It was a 
sacrifice for her to make this gift, and it certainly made a difference to 
her brother. Moreover, at least partially she did it for love of God. It 
was a real act of charity. However, as time goes on, her brother 
gradually forgets the gift that she made. He never again refers to it and 
even comes to treat her off-handedly and quite thoughtlessly. She 
herself comes to resent his attitude, expecting that he would remember 
the sacrifice she made and remain grateful to her for her decisive 
assistance to him at a difficult moment of his married life. She becomes 


somewhat embittered and gradually they drift apart, he oblivious to his 
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own neglect and she bitter at her generosity not being acknowledged. 
They are both religious people, but the souring of their love for one 
another is souring their religious life. Of course it is reprehensible that 
he lacks ongoing gratitude for what she did for him, but it is sad that she 
is not able to rise above his thoughtlessness and renew or rather purify 
the motive for which she made her sacrifice. At the time she did it for 
God — at least in large measure. Her brother’s ongoing lack of 
acknowledgment could have become the occasion for her purifying the 
intent of her past sacrifice as something done for God alone. Let us 
remember this. Every time we find ourselves disappointed or frustrated 
at the attitude of others towards what we have done in good faith can be 
the occasion for a purification of our motive for having done it. We 
ought to do everything for God, do it well for him, and when others 
react unfairly, then our consolation ought be our continuing to do it, and 
everything else, for God alone. 

In our Gospel passage today, our Lord provides us with a 
slightly different scenario in his advice to his host. He urges him to do 
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good to those who cannot do good to him in return. “ When you give a 
luncheon or dinner, do not invite your friends, your brothers or sisters, 
your relatives, or your rich neighbours; if you do, they may invite you 
back and so you will be repaid. But when you give a banquet, invite the 
poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind, and you will be blessed. 
Although they cannot repay you, you will be repaid at the resurrection 
of the righteous ” (Luke 14:12-14). In our earlier example, even though 
the older sister did not help her younger brother simply in order to 
receive from him an ongoing acknowledgment of her generosity to him, 
nevertheless the event proved that her motives were mixed. She wanted 
to do this for God and to help her brother, but she also, without 
realizing it, probably had some self-seeking elements among her 
motives. Our Lord tells his host to beware of this mixed motivation. 
Lean rather, he urges, to that kind of assistance that necessarily 
precludes the possibility of recompense. Of course, our Lord is not 
saying that we must never assist when there is hope of return being 
made to us, but he is clearly pointing to the importance of purity of 
motive. We ought to do things for God and for him alone, even if we do 
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and perhaps must receive recompense in some form from those we 
assist. The ambition of our daily life in all its detail ought be to do well 
whatever we do out of love for God and a truly disinterested love for 
neighbour. This is an immense challenge because self-interest pervades 
so much of our life. The challenge of life is, through the power of 
God’s grace and our persevering effort, to purify our heart of 
self-serving interest. God does, of course, want us to be busy and to fill 
our life with good works. But more than anything he wants us to do 
what we are doing out of genuine love. Now, adversity and 
disappointment provide us with the occasion for purifying our motives. 
They help us to forego the disappointed intention, and bring to the fore 
and make exclusive the intention which has God for its object. 

Our Gospel passage today points to our Lord’s summary of the 
entire Law and the Prophets. The Law and the Prophets, he said, hang 
on these two commandments: You shall love the Lord your God with 
your whole heart, mind, soul and strength. That is the first 
commandment. The second is like it. You shall love your neighbour as 



2322 


yourself. Our Lord went on to give a new commandment. He said that 
we are to love one another as he has loved us. Let us aim at the 
perfection of love in all that we do, rooting out, by the help of his grace, 
self-seeking motives that spoil our offering to God. 

-- 
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Tuesday of the Thirty-first Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 38 (37): 22-23 Forsake me not, O Lord, my 
God; be not far from me! Make haste and come to my help, O Lord, my 
strong salvation! 

Collect Almighty and merciful God, by whose gift your faithful offer 
you right and praiseworthy service, grant, we pray, that we may hasten 
without stumbling to receive the things you have promised. Through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Romans 12:5-16; Psalm 22:26b-32; 

Luke 14:15-24 

When one of those at the table with him heard this, he said to Jesus, 
"Blessed are those who will eat at the feast in the kingdom of God. ” 
Jesus replied: “A certain man was preparing a great banquet and 
invited many guests. At the time of the banquet he sent his servant to 
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tell those who had been invited, ‘Come, for everything is now ready. ’ 
"But they all alike began to make excuses. The first said, 7 have just 
bought a field, and I must go and see it. Please excuse me. ’ “Another 
said, 7 have just bought five yoke of oxen, and I’m on my way to try 
them out. Please excuse me. ’ “Still another said, 7 just got married, so 
I can’t come. ’ “The servant came back and reported this to his master. 
Then the owner of the house became angry and ordered his sen’ant, 
‘Go out quickly into the streets and alleys of the town and bring in the 
poor, the crippled, the blind and the lame. ’ “ ‘Sir, ’ the servant said, 
‘what you ordered has been done, but there is still room. ’ “Then the 
master told his servant, ‘Go out to the roads and country lanes and 
compel them to come in, so that my house will be full. I tell you, not 
one of those who were invited will get a taste of my banquet. ’ “ (Luke 
14:15-24) 

Doing Our Duty One of the intriguing beliefs that are found in 
some of the religions of man is that at death man passes from one life to 
another on this earth. He does not pass to the unseen world, but 
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transmigrates within this one. Presumably the origin of this belief lies 
simply in man’s instinct that human life does not end with death but 
that in his inner self he lives on in another state. The difficulty in 
imagining life beyond this world may have prompted the image in 
certain religions and cultures of man passing at death to another form of 
life in this world. This, perhaps, is easier for some cultures to imagine. 
This transmigration has involved certain doctrines of karma, a doctrine 
in which the force generated by a person’s actions in one life 
determines his destiny in the next. Perhaps the origin of this notion is 
man’s sense — arising from his conscience — that some form of a 
judgment on his life will come and that judgment will bring 
consequences hereafter. Such instincts can mutate into images that are 
far from what has been divinely revealed. God has revealed that the gift 
of life is a precious one-off gift and everything depends on how it is 
lived. It will never be given again. There will never be a second 
chance. Each person has but one shot, and not, as the doctrine of 
transmigration and karma would have it, several. There is but one life 


for each, and whether he or she likes it, there will be an examination at 
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the end of it carrying enormous consequences for the individual who 
has lived that one life. At the end of life all will be examined, high or 
low. I have known highly educated persons, including professional 
philosophers, who reject the notion of there being a God. I have read of 
philosophers of world standing who have in cavalier fashion dismissed 
religion and even objective morality. They appear unaware of the 
enormity of the stakes that are involved, and of how it would be, to say 
the least, safer for them to live as if God existed and as if a judgment 
followed death. After all, those who do live as if God exists appear 
happier in this life, and if there is an eternity, their prospects of 
happiness in the next are clearly on a surer basis. 

But now, granted that following this life there is the judgment of 
God, every day counts for we cannot know when this life will end. 
What counts in every day is our response to the call and the will of God 
as manifested in what appears to be our duty. Speaking concretely, this 
means taking our stand with Christ, the living Jesus who is God 
incarnate. It means accepting his invitations and calls as they come to 
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us day by day. Now, what is the danger in the face of this? The danger 
is that we will find excuses to avoid doing our duty. It is this pattern of 
finding excuses and secretly justifying ourselves in the avoidance of 
duty that is described in our Gospel today. Let us listen to our Lord’s 
parable. “A certain man was preparing a great banquet and invited 
many guests. At the time of the banquet he sent his servant to tell those 
who had been invited, ‘Come, for everything is now ready. ’ But they all 
alike began to make excuses. The first said, 7 have just bought a field, 
and I must go and see it. Please excuse me. ’ Another said, 7 have just 
bought five yoke of oxen, and I’m on my way to try them out. Please 
excuse me. ’ Still another said, 7 just got married, so I can’t come. ’ The 
serx’ant came back and reported this to his master .” Numerous times 
each day we can secretly rationalize or rather justify to ourselves our 
avoidance of duty, and duty comes in all its tiny forms every day. It is 
especially the small duty which we are prone to excuse ourselves from. 
Then our conscience ceases gradually to enlighten us as to our duty 
because we are forever finding excuses for the avoidance of it. The 
consequences of a lifetime of doing this are enormous, and our parable 
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today alludes to it. “ Then the master told his servant, ‘Go out to the 
roads and country lanes and compel them to come in, so that my house 
will be full. / tell you, not one of those who were invited will get a taste 
of my banquet (Luke 14:15-24). Let us not deceive ourselves by 
allowing a pattern of excuses to grow in our life. 

What is the answer to this tendency to avoid the doing of our 
God-given duties and to excuse and justify ourselves, as did those in our 
Gospel parable today? The answer is to live constantly in the presence 
of God. He is always near, closer to us than we are to ourselves. He 
sees all, and he who loves us and gives us moment by moment the gift 
of life, will be our judge. We have but one life and God’s judgment on 
our life is unavoidable. Let us not blind ourselves to what we are doing 
by allowing a pattern of excuses to fill up our days. 
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Wednesday of the Thirty-first Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 38 (37): 22-23 Forsake me not, O Lord, my 
God; be not far from me! Make haste and come to my help, O Lord, my 
strong salvation! 

Collect Almighty and merciful God, by whose gift your faithful offer 
you right and praiseworthy service, grant, we pray, that we may hasten 
without stumbling to receive the things you have promised. Through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Romans 13:8-10; Psalm 111; Luke 14:25-33 

Large crowds were travelling with Jesus, and turning to them he said: 
“If anyone comes to me and does not hate father and mother, wife and 
children, brothers and sisters — yes, even life itself—such a person 
cannot be my disciple. “And whoever does not carry their cross and 
follow me cannot be my disciple. Suppose one of you wants to build a 
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tower. Won’t you first sit down and estimate the cost to see if you have 
enough money to complete it? For if you lay the foundation and are not 
able to finish it, everyone who sees it will ridicule you, saying, 'This 
person began to build and wasn’t able to finish. ’ "Or suppose a king is 
about to go to war against another king. Won’t he first sit down and 
consider whether he is able with ten thousand men to oppose the one 
coming against him with twenty thousand? If he is not able, he will 
send a delegation while the other is still a long way off and will ask for 
terms of peace. In the same way, those of you who do not give up 
everything you have cannot be my disciples. (Luke 14:25-33) 

Totally We read in Luke 9: 7-8 that Herod the tetrarch had heard 
about all that our Lord was doing. Various reports were reaching him 
about our Lord: some were even saying that John whom Herod had 
executed had risen from the dead. Others were saying that he was 
Elijah or one of the other prophets come back to life. Herod wanted to 
see Jesus. We read how on another occasion our Lord referred to Herod 


as “that fox” (Luke 13:32). The only time Herod got to see Jesus was 
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during our Lord’s Passion, and our Lord refused to speak to him. It is 
one thing to have some curiosity about Jesus Christ, and to think of him 
for one reason or another. It is quite another thing to have the faith in 
him that pleases God. On another occasion we read that an official of 
the Roman army — a centurion, no less — sent a request to our Lord 
via intermediaries that he come and heal his servant. Our Lord 
immediately got up to go to his dwelling. On the way, the centurion 
evoked from our Lord the highest praise for his faith. In his case, he 
did not regard himself as sufficiently worthy to see our Lord. In our 
Gospel passage today great crowds were following our Lord. They did 
not just want to see him, they were actually following him. But 
undoubtedly there were a variety of motives at work in their doing so. 
The mere fact that they were there, the mere fact that they had come to 
see him and the mere fact that they were actually following him, was 
not enough. Our Lord was looking for total discipleship, a faith that 
would put his person and his teaching before all else to which they were 
attached. What our Lord asked from those who followed in his 


footsteps was their whole heart. And so we read that “turning to them 
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he said: ‘If anyone comes to me and does not hate father and mother, 
wife and children, brothers and sisters — yes, even life itself—such a 
person cannot be my disciple’.'" Our Lord, of course, is not asking that 
we literally hate our parents and family. He is asking that in everything 
he be loved above all, even to the point, if necessary, of doing what 
might go right against what spouse and children want, if he and his 
teaching require it. 

Our Lord immediately adds a very stark image. All his hearers 
would have been familiar with the terrible execution by crucifixion. It 
was not an uncommon sight to see a condemned slave or criminal being 
led out carrying his own cross to the place of his execution. The 
Romans made a display of it as a deterrent. Our Lord likens 
discipleship to being prepared for such consequences. He is looking for 
many disciples, and indeed after his resurrection he would instruct his 
disciples to go to the whole world and make disciples of all the nations, 
baptizing them and teaching them his commands. But our Lord was not 
seeking the kind of disciple that was a mere member of the crowd that 
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followed along. “ Whoever does not carry their cross and follow me 
cannot be my disciple.'’’’ He is looking for a vast throng of disciples 
carrying their cross after him, with him leading the way. It reminds us 
of that occasion when a rich young man came to him eagerly and asked 
what he needed to do to gain eternal life. Our Lord replied that if he 
wished to be perfect, let him go and sell all he owned and give to the 
poor, and then return and follow him. The young man went away sad, 
for he had many possessions. It means being prepared to give up 
everything for him and for his teaching. What other master required 
this kind of sacrifice of his disciples? It is so easy to follow along with 
the tide, without deep conviction. Our Lord asks that his disciples 
understand clearly what the following of him entails. Discipleship must 
be carefully considered and, with eyes open, generously undertaken. To 
bring out his point our Lord tells a parable. u Suppose one of you wants 
to build a tower. Won’t you first sit down and estimate the cost to see if 
you have enough money to complete it? For if you lay the foundation 
and are not able to finish it, everyone who sees it will ridicule you, 
saying, 'This person began to build and wasn’t able to finish. ’ Or 
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suppose a king is about to go to war against another king. Won 7 he 
first sit down and consider whether he is able with ten thousand men to 
oppose the one coming against him with twenty thousand?” (Luke 
14:25-33). Just so, our Lord insists, no one can be his disciple unless he 
gives his heart wholly to him, with no strings attached. He must be 
prepared to carry the cross. 

This means becoming attached wholly to Christ and detached 
from all else — in the sense that whatever be our attachments, such as 
to spouse, family, work and whatever, all this must be part of and 
subject to our attachment to Christ. It is the great project of life for the 
Christian, to be Christ’s disciple on Christ’s terms and not on one’s own 
terms. In concrete detail, this begins with our daily duties, our daily 
work. Everything we should do each day, ought be done for Christ and 
in the way he would want, in accordance with his teaching, and done as 
well as we can, out of love for him. 
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Thursday of the Thirty-first Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 38 (37): 22-23 Forsake me not, O Lord, my 
God; be not far from me! Make haste and come to my help, O Lord, my 
strong salvation! 

Collect Almighty and merciful God, by whose gift your faithful offer 
you right and praiseworthy service, grant, we pray, that we may hasten 
without stumbling to receive the things you have promised. Through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Romans 14:7-12; Psalm 26; Luke 15:1-10 

Now the tax collectors and sinners were all gathering around to hear 
Jesus. But the Pharisees and the teachers of the law muttered, “This 
man welcomes sinners and eats with them. ” Then Jesus told them this 
parable: “Suppose one of you has a hundred sheep and loses one of 
them. Doesn’t he leave the ninety-nine in the open country and go after 
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the lost sheep until he finds it? And when he finds it, he joyfully puts it 
on his shoulders and goes home. Then he calls his friends and 
neighbours together and says, ‘Rejoice with me; I have found my lost 
sheep. ’ I tell you that in the same way there will be more rejoicing in 
heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous 
persons who do not need to repent. “Or suppose a woman has ten 
silver coins and loses one. Doesn’t she light a lamp, sweep the house 
and search carefully until she finds it? And when she finds it, she calls 
her friends and neighbours together and says, ‘Rejoice with me; I have 
found my lost coin. ’ In the same way, I tell you, there is rejoicing in the 
presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents. ” (Luke 
15:1-10) 

Holy Love One of the great books on the philosophy and the 
phenomenology of religion is Rudolf Otto’s The Idea of the Holy. In it 
Otto describes the experience of the holy that the religions of man 
embody in their rites and myths. He says that the holy is experienced as 
tremendum el fascinans, awesome and winning. It is perceived as 
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power and beauty, might and goodness. The numinous overawes and 
yet draws. Discussion about the experience of the numinous in 
religions is almost endless, and I remember reading a British 
anthropologist (Evans-Pritchard) who wrote that the religions of man 
(and he was speaking especially of indigenous religions) cannot be 
reduced to a common rule. Be that as it may, if we take Otto’s proposal 
and bring it to bear on revealed religion, how great must be our surprise 
at the figure of Christ the Son of God made man! The great and infinite 
God was made flesh and dwelt among us. St John writes that we saw 
his glory, the glory of the only-begotten Son of God. Now, would we 
not expect him to be, as Otto puts it, tremendum et fascinans? There 
are many earthly rulers who surround themselves with such an air. But 
consider our scene in today’s Gospel passage. “ Now the tax collectors 
and sinners were all gathering around to hear Jesus. But the Pharisees 
and the teachers of the law muttered, ‘This man welcomes sinners and 
eats with them’.'" St Paul writes in one of his Letters that the Son 
possessed the form and glory of God but he did not cling to it. Rather, 
he gave it all up and became as we are and humbler still, even to death 
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on a cross. The love of God was being revealed. St John writes in one 
of his Letters that God is love. Christ in his humility and accessibility 
was revealing the life and character of God. He is utter love, and that is 
what the tax collectors and sinners were sensing very profoundly. They 
were drawn to him though they knew they were sinners. 

Jesus is God and here in our passage today we have the 
Pharisees uncomprehendingly criticizing him for his love. Their charge 
in effect is, the way you are acting is uncharacteristic of God who hates 
sin and cannot associate himself with it. Sinners therefore are rejected 
and punished. God separates himself from sinners and will not come 
near to them. We Pharisees do not sin, and so God is near to us but not 
to them. Many things could be said of this. In respect to God’s 
separation from sin and from sinners, there is of course a certain truth in 
what they said. God cannot ultimately share company with sinners, for 
he is all-holy. But they had not understood the revelation of God’s love 
both in the Old Testament and in the person of Jesus. God’s holiness is 
a holy love and it led him to send his Son to save the world from sin. 
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God’s holiness leads him to give hitnself for the salvation of sinners. 
His love leads him to expiate for the sin of the world. And so our Lord 
proceeds to tell two parables illustrating the love of God for sinners. 
God is like the shepherd who seeks out the stray, or the woman who 
searches till she finds her coin. The sinner is like the sheep that has 
wandered off, or like the coin that has been mislaid. Both are precious 
to their owners. The shepherd leaves the rest of the flock and pursues 
the straying sheep till he finds it. “7 tell you that in the same way there 
will be more rejoicing in heaven over one sinner who repents than over 
ninety-nine righteous persons who do not need to repent.’’'’ The woman 
will not give up till she has found her coin. “//? the same way, I tell you, 
there is rejoicing in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner 
who repents ” (Luke 15:1-10). What this means is that the attitude of 
the Pharisees is absolutely unlike that of God, and it means that our 
attitude ought to be like that of Jesus. We must never accept sin, either 
in our own life or in the life of others. But we must love the sinner. 
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Let us hate sin and out of love for God avoid sin. If we sin, let 
us repent. Let us, though, love the sinner and do all we can to assist 
him to turn to God and repent from his sin. In everything our model is 
Jesus, Jesus the sinless one who loved sinners. He gave his life in 
expiation for the sin of the world, and by his gift of the Holy Spirit we 
are able to turn away from sin and live for God. Because of grace, each 
and every sinner has the chance to turn from sin and gradually attain 
holiness of life. 
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Friday of the Thirty-first Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 38 (37): 22-23 Forsake me not, O Lord, my 
God; be not far from me! Make haste and come to my help, O Lord, my 
strong salvation! 

Collect Almighty and merciful God, by whose gift your faithful offer 
you right and praiseworthy service, grant, we pray, that we may hasten 
without stumbling to receive the things you have promised. Through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Romans 15:14-21; Psalm 122:1-5; Luke 16:1-8 

Jesus told his disciples: “There was a rich man whose manager was 
accused of wasting his possessions. So he called him in and asked him, 
‘What is this I hear about you? Give an account of your management, 
because you cannot be manager any longer. ’ “The manager said to 
himself, ‘What shall I do now? My master is taking away my job. I’m 
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not strong enough to dig, and I’m ashamed to beg — I know what I’ll 
do so that, when I lose my job here, people will welcome me into their 
houses. ’ “So he called in each one of his master’s debtors. He asked 
the first, ‘How much do you owe my master? ’ “ ‘Nine hundred gallons 
of olive oil, ’ he replied. “The manager told him, ‘Take your bill, sit 
down quickly, and make it four hundred and fifty. ’ “Then he asked the 
second, ‘And how much do you owe? ’ “ ‘A thousand bushels of wheat, ’ 
he replied. “He told him, ‘Take your bill and make it eight hundred. ’ 
“The master commended the dishonest manager because he had acted 
shrewdly. For the people of this world are more shrewd in dealing with 
their own kind than are the people of the light. (Luke 16:1-8) 

Being Shrewd There is great talent and intelligence at work in society. 
In politics we see certain people skilled in debate and shrewd in their 
political and parliamentary tactics. One politician falls and another 
succeeds him. It could be a presidential campaign between two rival 
candidates. One has the advantage because the other’s party has held 
office and has been unpopular in the process. But that disadvantaged 
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candidate at times shows remarkable adroitness in moves he makes 
which nullify the advantage of the other. He maintains a neck-to-neck 
pace which surprises all observers. In the business world, a person rises 
from rags to riches because of his business shrewdness. He arrived in 
the country as an immigrant with few means. He made a start with a 
loan from relatives and after forty years has an extensive chain of 
family businesses. All recognize his intelligence. His son proves to 
have even more intelligence and builds his father’s business into a 
commercial empire. But now let us ask, if this is all such persons 
achieve in life, are such persons really so smart? They do not appear to 
take into account that at any point their life could suddenly end, and 
then what? What will be the real advantage to them of all their efforts 
and achievements? Have they considered their real future, the future 
that follows this life? And again, other persons gain wealth by shrewd 
but dishonest means. They might quietly defraud, or could be ruthless 
in their treatment of colleagues and underlings. Their intelligence is put 
to immoral use and they gain much as a result. They may never be 
brought to book for what they have done, but in the long haul what will 
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they have achieved? Where, then, is their intelligence? So many of our 
efforts are expended for the sake of a future that is all too near and all 
too brief. That future might be a happy retirement. It could be for our 
children. All these things have a certain value, but if their value is 
restricted to this world only, it is limited indeed. All too often we do 
not ask ourselves whether the world we see is the only world, whether it 
really is the main world, and how suddenly we could find ourselves in 
the world beyond. 

I once read a biography of a person who lost his Catholic Faith, 
working for the whole of his life in a successful University career. The 
biography was well-written and interesting, especially in its 
descriptions of the departments in the universities he was associated 
with. But it was a sad case of intelligence being ultimately 
unintelligent. He lost the greatest of pearls, which was his Faith. Those 
unknown persons who live for God and who attain sanctity are really 
smarter. By the same token, there are those who have the light but who 
squander it. In our Gospel passage today (Luke 16:1-8) our Lord tells 
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the parable of a manager who received notice from his master of 
termination of employment. Very shrewdly he immediately set about 
making friends with his master’s debtors. He did so by reducing the 
debt of each so that when his employment ended he was left with many 
friends who willingly or from a sense of obligation would set about 
assisting him in his new situation. The master, when he realized what 
had happened, shook his head with a smile of wonderment at the 
shrewdness of his former employee. That employee knew how to select 
his goals and how to achieve them. Our Lord finishes by saying that 
“the people of this world are more shrewd in dealing with their own 
kind than are the people of the light ” (Luke 16:1-8). That is to say, all 
too often those who know what are the true goals of life, and who know 
by the gift of faith and a good religious education what should be 
sought in life, do not take advantage of this light they have been given. 
They do not set themselves the goal to which God is calling them. That 
goal is sanctity. Alternatively, they do not take the means that will 
bring them to this goal. The overriding goal is union with Christ in love 
here during life so as to be with him in love forever in heaven. This is 
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our hope, a hope for a present good which will flower in abundant life 
hereafter. It is the hope of countless little and ordinary people. 

Christ described himself as the Light of the world. The one who 
follows him will not walk in the darkness, whereas the one who refuses 
to walk with him will indeed be in the dark. Christ is the light of men 
and if we wish to avoid blindness, we must take our stand with him. 
Taking our stand with him, let us then study well what it means to walk 
with him. It means living a systematic spiritual life according to the 
Church’s teaching, and being prepared to live according to that teaching 
no matter what the cost. 
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Saturday of the Thirty-first Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 38 (37): 22-23 Forsake me not, O Lord, my 
God; be not far from me! Make haste and come to my help, O Lord, my 
strong salvation! 

Collect Almighty and merciful God, by whose gift your faithful offer 
you right and praiseworthy service, grant, we pray, that we may hasten 
without stumbling to receive the things you have promised. Through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Romans 16:3-9.16.22-27; Psalm 144; Luke 16:9-15 

Jesus told his disciples, I tell you, use worldly wealth to gain friends for 
yourselves, so that when it is gone, you will be welcomed into eternal 
dwellings. “Whoever can be trusted with very little can also be trusted 
with much, and whoever is dishonest with very little will also be 
dishonest with much. So if you have not been trustworthy in handling 
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worldly wealth, who will trust you with true riches? And if you have 
not been trustworthy with someone else’s property, who will give you 
property of your own? “No one can serve two masters. Either you will 
hate the one and love the other, or you will be devoted to the one and 
despise the other. You cannot serve both God and Money. ” The 
Pharisees, who loved money, heard cdl this and were sneering at Jesus. 
He said to them, “You are the ones who justify yourselves in the eyes of 
others, but God knows your hearts. What people value highly is 
detestable in God’s sight. (Luke 16:9-15) 

Money It is very possible for a person to be unaware of the natural 
tendency in himself to love money. He uses money, he possesses it, he 
works to gain it, and all along he can think that he is quite detached 
from it. If he thinks this, he does not know himself. Detachment from 
money needs to be worked at constantly if it is to be acquired. Let him 
notice the difficulty he has in giving money away, at least in any 
quantity. He may say that he needs it and that this is the reason why he 
parts with little of it. But notice how he readily parts with his money if 
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there is something he would really like to have, suggesting that he does 
not really need it except for his own purposes. That our Gospel passage 
today is about the love of money is shown in the last couple of 
sentences. After our Lord had finished speaking by saying that you 
cannot serve both God and Money, the Pharisees sneered at him, for, St 
Luke tells us, they loved money. The Pharisees were the respectable 
people, the religious people. Their case shows that everyone tends to 
love money. We are part of a material world and we depend on 
material things for security, for enjoyment and for so much else. 
Having money enables us to use the things of this world for our various 
needs, and so we tend to love money. It gives us the power and the 
security to do much of what we like. We tend to be attached to it and to 
go to great lengths to gain it, and the love of it tends to supplant other 
things in our life. The first thing we ought to do, then, is to recognize 
this fact and to recognize the disorder this can lead to. The disorder lies 
in its tending to occupy the place that the one great Love ought to have 
in our hearts, the love of God and neighbour. It is possible to love and 
serve money rather than, and to a certain extent more than, God. God 
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commands that we love him with our whole heart. We must, then, be 
vigilant lest those things we tend to love encroach on our love for God, 
and indeed replace it. Money can virtually become a god in our life, to 
a greater or lesser extent. We can make it the source of our security, 
serving our ego. As our Lord says, “ what people value highly is 
detestable in God’s sight ” (Luke 16:15). 

The Christian looks to Christ as the love of his life and as his 
example in life. The love of money can indeed interfere with the call of 
Christ. We remember the rich young man who came to Jesus asking 
what he must do to attain eternal life. Our Lord looked on him with 
love and said, “If you wish to be perfect, go, sell what you own and give 
to the poor, and come, follow me.’’'’ But the rich man went away sad, for 
he had much wealth. He loved money and could not bring himself to 
break with it, even for such an invitation as this. Christ himself is the 
exemplar of one who left aside riches and trod the path of poverty. St 
Paul writes that Christ from all eternity had been rich and he made 
himself poor that we might become rich. He tells us that though he 
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enjoyed the “form” and glory of God he did not hold on to this but 
became as we are and humbler still, even to death on the cross. Christ 
was God, and yet was bom in a stable and grew up in modest 
circumstances. During his public ministry he told one prospective 
disciple that while the birds of the air have nests, the Son of Man had 
nowhere to lay his head. He died on a cross. His path was the path not 
of money and riches but of poverty and humiliation, and all out of love 
for the Father and for mankind. Christ taught his disciples to live a life 
of poverty of spirit. Blessed are the poor in spirit , he said. Love for 
him has led many of Christ’s faithful to renounce the independent use 
of material possessions and to live a life of material poverty. They have 
made themselves free to pursue the love of Christ with all their heart. 
Every Christian ought to ponder carefully his or her use of and 
attachment to material possessions, and in particular to money. It is a 
good thing to determine how much of one’s income ought be, and will 
be, given to the poor and to the work of God, and then to keep to that. 
If it is just left to chance, or rather to decisions made ad hoc and on the 
spur of the moment, we may find ourselves rarely giving to the poor, 
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and all because of a secret love for money that is sapping our love for 
God. 


Our Lord urges us to use our money to gain friends in eternity. 
If we help the poor and if we assist the work of the Church which is to 
save souls, we shall be gaining friends who will help us from heaven. 
How sad it would be if all that we gain or earn is used for passing 
pleasures or false security, when it could be used for things that have an 
eternal significance, and all because of our secret love of money. Let 
us, rather, take Christ as our example and follow him along the path of 
poverty of spirit. 
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Thirty-second Sunday of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 88 (87): 3 Let my prayer come into your 
presence. Incline your ear to my cry for help, O Lord. 

Collect Almighty and merciful God, graciously keep from us all 
adversity, so that, unhindered in mind and body alike, we may pursue in 
freedom of heart the things that are yours. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Wisdom 6: 12-16; Psalm 63: 2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8; 

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 or 4:13-14; Matthew 25:1-13 

Jesus said, At that time the kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins 
who took their lamps and went out to meet the bridegroom. Five of 
them were foolish and five were wise. The foolish ones took their lamps 
but did not take any oil with them. The wise, however, took oil in jars 
along with their lamps. The bridegroom was a long time in coming, 
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and they all became drowsy and fell asleep. At midnight the cry rang 
out: ‘Here’s the bridegroom! Come out to meet him!’ Then all the 
virgins woke up and trimmed their lamps. The foolish ones said to the 
wise, ‘Give us some of your oil; our lamps are going out. ’ ‘No, ’ they 
replied, ‘there may not be enough for both us and you. Instead, go to 
those who sell oil and buy some for yourselves. ’ But while they were on 
their way to buy the oil, the bridegroom arrived. The virgins who were 
ready went in with him to the wedding banquet. And the door was shut. 
Later the others also came. ‘Sir! Sir!’ they said. ‘Open the door for 
us! ’ But he replied, 7 tell you the truth, I don’t know you. ’ Therefore 
keep watch, because you do not know the day or the hour. 
(Matthew 25:1-13) 

Bridegroom In his parable in today’s Gospel our Lord speaks of the 
sudden arrival of the bridegroom. At midnight there was a cry, “The 
bridegroom is here! Go out and meet him” (Matthew 25: 1-13). These 
words are quoted by The Catechism of the Catholic Church in its 
account of those who choose a life of celibacy for the sake of the 
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kingdom of heaven. This is what the Catechism says: “ From the very 
beginning of the Church there have been men and women who have 
renounced the great good of marriage to follow the Lamb wherever he 
goes, to be intent on the things of the Lord, to seek to please him, and to 
go out to meet the Bridegroom who is coming. Christ himself has 
invited certain persons to follow him in this way of life, of which he 
remains the model.” (No.1618). It is a beautiful thing to find a suitable 
spouse and to marry, and both family and the Church celebrate it. But 
the Church teaches that there is a still nobler calling. It is to have Christ 
as one’s friend and spouse. Let the thought of such a vocation 
introduce a distinctive feature of the Christian religion, which is that 
Jesus Christ is Bridegroom to his Church. In the Old Testament God 
often referred to himself as Israel’s Husband. Israel is his spouse by his 
deliberate choice of her, his people. This theme recurs especially in the 
prophets who, time and again, preach that the people are acting as an 
unfaithful spouse. I am not aware of other ancient peoples who 
understood their god as husband to them. It would appear to be unique 
to Revealed Religion. The Gospels show that our Lord, appropriating 
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these inspired terms, called himself the Bridegroom. He applied to 
himself a term applied to Yahweh. Christ is the Bridegroom, his 
Church is his spouse. Other religions revere their founders for their 
doctrines and example, and take them as their supreme teacher. Christ 
is looked upon by the Christian as the supreme Teacher, but not merely 
this. He is the love, the object and the centre of the Christian’s life. 
Christ is the Bridegroom. The Christian’s bond with him takes 
precedence over all other bonds, be they family, community or national. 

Let us briefly explore this distinctive feature of the Christian 
religion, taking one example. While Mahomet is viewed by Islam as its 
prophet, Christ is firmly accepted by the Christian as man’s God and 
only Redeemer. Mahomet is commonly referred to in Islamic literature 
as The Prophet. Non-Muslims also often refer to him as “the Prophet” 
out of respect for the sensibilities of Islam. The Christian, though, 
keeps certain distinctions clearly in mind. He will not allow that 
Mahomet, coming centuries after Christ and with teachings in direct 
contradiction to the most sacred of Christian teachings (such as the 
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Incarnation, the Trinity, the Atonement effected by Christ alone, the 
divine constitution of the Church, the indissolubility and monogamy of 
marriage, and many other teachings), was a prophet in the line of the 
prophets of the historic supernatural revelation. With Christ all such 
revelation ended, and Christ himself stands forth as the definitive, 
complete and perfect revelation of the Father and his will for man. 
Beyond and after him, all that remains is the development of the 
Church’s understanding and proclamation of this revelation. There can 
be no further revelation, though there can be, and is, a development of 
the Church’s doctrine on this revelation about the Father. In fact, from 
the point of view of historical and supernatural revelation, the Christian 
must consider that Mahomet taught certain grievous errors. However, 
this is not to exclude the possibility that he may have been assisted by 
God to perceive important truths and to lead various peoples from, say, 
polytheism, to a form of monotheism. The word “prophetic” has a 
broad usage in English. John Henry Newman (now beatified), relying 
on early Fathers such as Clement of Alexandria, insisted on a universal 
revelation. God was drawing all peoples to himself, and assisting 
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certain individuals and peoples by a fonn of “inspiration.” Various 
Fathers of the early Church saw the seeds of the Word in the thought 
and history of the peoples. Mahomet, assisted and supplemented by 
Christian and Jewish traditions of thought, obviously had powerful 
religious perceptions, chief of which was the oneness of God. There is 
no god but Allah. In this different and more common sense, the 
Christian may refer to founders of various religions as “prophets,” but 
in the line of natural and universal revelation. 

The Christian religion is possessed of a unique revelation 
coming from God. Christ is Bridegroom to his people, and being 
Bridegroom, is also Head, for the Church is his body. By baptism the 
Church shares in his divine life, and has the mission to bring this life to 
the world. The Church enters into respectful dialogue with the non- 
Christian religions of man, listening, contributing, learning. We have 
much in common, most especially with Judaism, but also to a point 
with, say, Islam. This enables us to look on them as brothers under God 
our common Father, most especially inasmuch they, and Islam too, look 
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to Abraham and the prophets with profound respect, as divinely 
inspired. 
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Monday of the Thirty-second Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 88 (87): 3 Let my prayer come into your 
presence. Incline your ear to my cry for help, O Lord. 

Collect Almighty and merciful God, graciously keep from us all 
adversity, so that, unhindered in mind and body alike, we may pursue in 
freedom of heart the things that are yours. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Wisdom 1:1-7; Psalm 138; Luke 17:1-6 

Jesus said to his disciples: “Things that cause people to stumble are 
bound to come, but woe to anyone through whom they come. It would 
be better for you to be thrown into the sea with a millstone tied around 
your neck than for you to cause one of these little ones to stumble. So 
watch yourselves. “If a brother or sister sins against you, rebuke them; 


and if they repent, forgive them. Even if they sin against you seven 
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times in a day and seven times come back to you saying ‘I repent, 'you 
must forgive them. ” The apostles said to the Lord, “Increase our 
faith!” He replied, “If you have faith as small as a mustard seed, you 
can say to this mulberry tree, ‘Be uprooted and plan ted in the sea, ’ and 
it will obey you. (Luke 17:1-6) 

Avoid Sin A couple of centuries ago slavery was civilly legal in 
various societies, with all the suffering this inflicted on so many who 
were enslaved, especially black Africans. Gradually the injustice of this 
took hold and due, among other things, to the pressure of various 
Christians in society, slavery was finally outlawed by legislation - 
although this action had precedents in papal banning of slavery. It took 
some time for this prescription to be observed in the various countries, 
but at least in theory the injustice and immorality of slavery is now 
recognized in the world. I mention this fact in order to observe that all 
see that it is no answer to say that you have your opinion on the matter, 
but I have mine and I have a right to act on my opinion. This kind of 
relativism as to what is objectively immoral is seen to be unacceptable. 
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But such is not the case with various other forms of injustice, such as 
abortion. Millions of unborn human beings are put to death every year 
and it is counted as civilly legal. The answer often given by politicians 
is that, yes, I personally recognize that abortion is morally wrong, but I 
cannot impose this on those who do not recognize it. They have their 
opinion and I have mine, and really, I do not have the right to impose 
my opinion. Meanwhile countless numbers of the unborn are subject to 
the threat of death and are in fact put to death. Just as slavery was once 
an injustice allowed by civil legislation and was finally overcome 
despite the great inconveniences it caused to those who depended on 
slavery, so the evil of abortion must be challenged until it is overcome 
despite the inconveniences this will involve. Just as with slavery, it will 
not do to say that while we or some are opposed to abortion we must 
respect the opinion of others who are for it. Now, the case of abortion 
shows how we can become blind even to the immorality of certain 
crimes. Society, in its very legislation, can be blind to crimes. But 
there is something else, related to crime, to which we and all of society 
can be even more blind. It is sin. We can be, and commonly are, blind 
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to sin. We can fail to recognize even the very existence of sin, and even 
if we do recognize it, we can very easily have a cavalier attitude to it. 
This is because sin is an offence not simply against our fellow human 
beings in society whom we see, but is an offence against God, and God, 
being spirit, is one whom we cannot see. So it is a case of out of sight, 
out of mind. We do not think of sin because we do not see, nor do we 
want to see, God. 

But Christ speaks with the utmost seriousness of sin and of 
leading others into sin. In our Gospel today we read that “ Jesus said to 
his disciples: 'Things that cause people to stumble are bound to come, 
but woe to anyone through whom they come. It would be better for you 
to be thrown into the sea with a millstone tied around your neck than 
for you to cause one of these little ones to stumble. So watch 
yourselves'” (Luke 17:1-6). Society can punish actions that are not 
only not crimes but that are great benefits to itself and to others, such as 
bearing witness to the truth that has been revealed by God. Christ was 
punished for bearing witness to the truth about himself and God’s 
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saving plan, and there have been countless Christians who have been 
subjected to a similar lot. Society can also sanction and support by 
legislation things that are immensely harmful to human beings and to 
society itself, such as abortion, embryonic stem cell research, same-sex 
marriage and many other such things. But there can be no mistake 
about what God sanctions and punishes. He requires that in all our 
thoughts, words and deeds, his will be obeyed and that we avoid sin. 
The most serious thing that can happen to us is that we deliberately 
commit sin. Many terrible things can happen to a person. He can be 
deprived of food, clothing and shelter. He can, due to accidents and 
catastrophe, lose his very life. He can see members of his own family 
suffer and die. But these are not the worst things that can happen to 
him, for in everything he is held in the hand of God. God holds him in 
being, and ultimately, as our Lord says, we are to fear not the temporal 
and bodily disasters and reversals that can overtake us, but him who has 
power to cast both body and soul into hell because of our sins. It is 
only sin which can bring upon us this judgment of God — deliberate, 
un-repented, serious sin. So then as our Lord says in the Gospel of 
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today, we must be vigilant against temptation to sin We must watch out 
lest we pick up from our society and culture the impression that sin 
does not exist, or if it exists, that it does not matter. We must live 
constantly in the presence of God and strive to do his will, avoiding sin. 

Every day, perhaps at the end of the day, let us examine our 
consciences, reviewing the day especially for deliberate sin, whether 
minor or major. We can sin seriously and not so seriously in thought, 
or in word, or in deed. Let us at all costs avoid deliberate sin. Let us 
avoid offending God who loves us so much as our Lather and who is 
all-holy. If we do sin, we must sincerely repent. Every day offers the 
opportunity of obeying God and of doing his will. Let us not squander 
the gift of life by filling it up with deliberate, un-repented and constant 
sin. 
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Tuesday of the Thirty-second Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 88 (87): 3 Let my prayer come into your 
presence. Incline your ear to my cry for help, O Lord. 

Collect Almighty and merciful God, graciously keep from us all 
adversity, so that, unhindered in mind and body alike, we may pursue in 
freedom of heart the things that are yours. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Wisdom 2:23-3:9; Psalm 33; Luke 17:7-10 

“Suppose one of you has a servant ploughing or looking after the 
sheep. Will he say to the servant when he conies in from the field, 
‘Come along now and sit down to eat’? Won’t he rather say, ‘Prepare 
my supper, get yourself ready and wait on me while I eat and drink; 
after that you may eat and drink ’? Will he thank the servant because he 
did what he was told to do? So you also, when you have done 
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everything you were told to do, should say, ‘We are unworthy servants; 
we have only done our duty ” (Luke 17:7-10) 

Duty When Charles Darwin’s Origin of Species appeared in 

England, it caused a tempest of controversy. Many religious people 
were entirely unprepared for it and regarded it as directly undermining 
fundamental Christian dogmas. John Henry Newman (now beatified) 
had no such problem. Interestingly, his letters show that in respect to 
evolution he regarded the distinctive characteristic of the human being 
as not so much “intellect” as conscience. In allowing for the hypothesis 
of man evolving from the animal, I think he was imagining what 
“intellect” might be without any element of conscience. An evolving 
animal with “intellect” would not possess an intellect as in the human 
being but a very high form of animal awareness and calculation, much 
higher than that which obtains in the animals of our experience. That is 
to say, Newman could envisage the special evolution — all under the 
power and guidance of God, of course — of certain animals to a very 
high stage of awareness indeed. He could hypothesize certain animals 
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evolving by the hand of God to the point of possessing a higher and 
more acute instinct, awareness and especially calculation than that 
exhibited by any we know. In this scenario, such an animal would have 
been brought to the point where a further touch of the divine power and 
love would have endowed it with an immortal and human soul. With 
this, along with rationality and the awareness of entities strictly so 
called, the most notable element it would then exhibit in its reason 
would be a conscience , a moral sense, a sense not only of the existence 
and nature of things but of what was right and wrong, of what should be 
done and what should be avoided. All that is mere conjecture, but 
certainly Newman allowed for the hypothesis of what we might call a 
theistic evolution, and in allowing for this he considered the paramount 
characteristic to appear in the human being to be the sense of duty, the 
moral sense, the conscience. This view is of course very much open to 
discussion and question, but the point I am suggesting is that in 
practical terms the most important capacity we possess is indeed our 
moral sense. It is this which more than anything we must develop and 
act upon. If we must choose (as we must), it is more important that we 
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have a developed conscience than that we have a well-developed 
“intellect”. 

I mention the centrality of the sense of duty as an introduction to 
our Gospel passage today. Our Lord is reminding his hearers that the 
truly important thing in life is that we do our duty. If we do our duty we 
shall be rewarded, but we ought not to be especially proud of ourselves 
for merely having done our duty, nor ought we expect to be highly 
commended for it. After all, it is simply our duty. Let us listen to our 
Lord’s words once again. “ Suppose one of you has a servant plowing 
or looking after the sheep. Will he say to the servant when he comes in 
from the field, ‘Come along now and sit down to eat ’? Won’t he rather 
say, ‘Prepare my supper, get yourself ready and wait on me while I eat 
and drink; after that you may eat and drink’? Will he thank the servant 
because he did what he was told to do? So you also, when you have 
done everything you were told to do, should say, ‘We are unworthy 
servants; we have only done our duty’” (Luke 17:7-10). We ought to 
cultivate humility in the careful and constant fulfilment of our duty. Let 
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us take our Lord’s words as reminding us of the fundamental place in 
life of duty. Almost every exercise of free choice involves the 
perception of some element of duty. This perception of duty that we are 
capable of is a marvelous capacity and it can take us to holiness. What 
is holiness? One of the reasons why the present Pope chose the name 
Benedict was because of his regard for Pope Benedict XV, who was 
Pope during World War I. Now Pope Benedict XV defined holiness. 
He said it involves the obedient and consistent fulfilment of our duties 
of life. He put the entire emphasis of holiness on the fulfilment of duty, 
done in obedience to and love for God. So in perceiving our duty, and 
in taking steps to know our duty, we are taking steps to attain holiness 
of life. The next step is faithfully to do our duty, once we have come to 
know it. In this sense, conscience is a marvelous capacity. If by God’s 
grace we act on it, it will unite us to God. 

Every day let us resolve to live in God’s friendship. In regard to 
friendship with God, Christ said that if you love me you will keep my 
commandments. Christ is God incarnate, and our duty is above all to 
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do his will, for his will is the will of God. On another occasion our 
Lord looked around at his disciples and said, here are my mother and 
brothers. Anyone who does the will of my Father in heaven, he is my 
mother and sister and brother. Let us then resolve to live according to 
our duty, done for love of God and neighbour. Duty is the fuel and 
manifestation of true love. 
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Wednesday of the Thirty-second Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 88 (87): 3 Let my prayer come into your 
presence. Incline your ear to my cry for help, O Lord. 

Collect Almighty and merciful God, graciously keep from us all 
adversity, so that, unhindered in mind and body alike, we may pursue in 
freedom of heart the things that are yours. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Wisdom 6:1-11; Psalm81; Luke 17:11-19 

Now on his way to Jerusalem, Jesus travelled along the border between 
Samaria and Galilee. As he was going into a village, ten men who had 
leprosy met him. They stood at a distance and called out in a loud 
voice, "Jesus, Master, have pity on us!” When he saw them, he said, 
“Go, show yourselves to the priests. ” And as they went, they were 


cleansed. One of them, when he saw he was healed, came back, 
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praising God in a loud voice. He threw himself at Jesus ’ feet and 
thanked him—and he was a Samaritan. Jesus asked, “Were not all ten 
cleansed? Where are the other nine? Was no one found to return and 
give praise to God except this foreigner?” Then he said to him, “Rise 
and go; your faith has made you well. ” (Luke 17:11-19) 

Petition and Thanks Our scene from the Gospel today has much 
to teach us indeed. I have often wondered whether the average person 
asks God for much. I doubt it. If at times he does ask God for things, I 
tend to think he gives up on asking if the answer to his request is not 
quickly forthcoming. A detail in our Gospel scene is illuminating in 
this regard. We are told that when the lepers asked our Lord to have 
pity on them, our Lord’s response was simply that they go and show 
themselves to the priests. He did not, on that occasion — as he did on 
many other occasions — immediately cure them. They did not see an 
immediate cure of their leprosy. It was only “as they went” that they 
were cured. We are not told if it was soon after our Lord told them to 


go, or some time after while on the way there. For some reason our 
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Lord chose to effect the cure not immediately, but later. When the lone 
Samaritan returned to give thanks with all his heart to our Lord, our 
Lord told him that his faith had saved him. This faith had been shown 
in his, and their leaving our Lord to go to the priests while believing our 
Lord’s word. Perhaps the greater faith of the Samaritan had saved him 
in greater ways still. For instance, it brought him back to Jesus. The 
general point ought to be borne in mind that, as our Lord says 
elsewhere, we ought pray always and never lose heart. The world is in 
need of the mercy and the compassion of God, and we who believe in 
Christ ought to be the world’s intercessors, calling down by our 
faith-filled prayers the healing mercy of Christ. The picture of the ten 
lepers appealing to Christ for pity is surely a picture of the world, and 
we are part of that world. The leprosy is above all the leprosy of sin 
with all its manifold implications for all aspects of life. Sin has not 
made us totally corrupt and depraved, for there is some good in man 
still. But like the lepers it has left us profoundly wounded and we need 
redemption. This redemption has been effected by Christ, and our hope 
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is that Christ, by the gift of his Holy Spirit, will continue to apply the 
fruits of his redemption to each of us. For this we must appeal to God. 

The prayer of petition is so very important. We must persist in 
asking God for all our needs. If this is to happen, we must have a lively 
sense of our true needs and a lively sense of the reality and presence of 
God. If we are living a comfortable life the danger is that we shall lose 
sight of our true condition, of the leprosy that is there, and content 
ourselves with continuing in a comfortable life. So let us resolve 
humbly to persist in laying our petitions before God for our own sakes 
and for the sake of so many others who need our prayers, even if they 
do not recognize this. But our passage today portrays more than the 
petition of the lepers. It shows the one leper who came back to our 
Lord thanking him and praising God. Notice this detail. The leper 
came back and, praising God, threw himself at the feet of Jesus and 
thanked him (Luke 17:11-19). What was it that our Lord chose to 
highlight in this turn of events? First of all, he emphasized the praise of 
God offered by the leper. Secondly he expressed disappointment that 



2376 


the others had forgotten the God who did them the favour they had 
requested. The Samaritan leper had asked and had received. He had 
then returned to thank, to praise, to adore. Not only ought we fill up our 
lives with the prayer of petition both for ourselves and for so many 
others we know and do not know, but we ought fill up our lives also 
with thanks and praise, especially praise for all that God has in his 
compassion done for us. So many people allow their lives to fill up 
with bitterness at hurts endured. Rather, we ought think of the good 
things God has done for us. He has given us life and existence. In his 
Son Jesus Christ he has died for us and opened the gates of heaven. He 
has done so many things which ought to encourage us to pray for more, 
and it ought encourage us to thank him and to adore him. How happy 
would the lives of people be were they to be filled with gratitude and 
praise for all that God has done! The grateful person, the person who 
praises, is a happy person. Let us then ask God for what we need and 
do so with persistence, and thank and praise him continually for all he 


has done. 
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Our Gospel scene presents in a dramatic picture what each of us 
and all mankind ought to be doing before the person of Jesus Christ. 
He is the one who can help us, so let us all turn to him. We ought, as 
our Lord says, pray always and never lose heart. He will answer our 
prayers in the way that is best, but if we give up on praying for our 
needs, then our lives will not be as enriched as they would be. But let 
us also be like the Samaritan leper who returned with thanks and praise. 
This will please God. 
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Thursday of the Thirty-second Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 88 (87): 3 Let my prayer come into your 
presence. Incline your ear to my cry for help, O Lord. 

Collect Almighty and merciful God, graciously keep from us all 
adversity, so that, unhindered in mind and body alike, we may pursue in 
freedom of heart the things that are yours. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Wisdom 7:22-8:1; Psalm 118; Luke 17:20-25 

Once, having been asked by the Pharisees when the kingdom of God 
would come, Jesus replied, “The coming of the kingdom of God is not 
something that can be observed, nor will people say, ‘Here it is, ’ or 
'There it is, ’ because the kingdom of God is in your midst. ” Then he 
said to his disciples, “The time is coming when you will long to see one 
of the days of the Son of Man, but you will not see it. People will tell 
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you, ‘There he is! ’ or ‘Here he is! ’ Do not go running off after them. 
For the Son of Man in his day will be like the lightning, which flashes 
and lights up the sky from one end to the other. But first he must suffer 
many things and be rejected by this generation. (Luke 17:20-25) 

The Kingdom Our Lord appeared publicly preaching a Kingdom 
and asked all to repent in preparation for its arrival. It was near at hand. 
The danger he was fully aware of was that the people would interpret 
this to be a new political kingdom inaugurated by God to bring freedom 
to his people from all political oppression and domination. In the past 
there had been important precedents to his warnings. The prophets had 
threatened the people with invasion and destruction if they did not 
repent. They did not, and true to prediction, they were invaded, 
conquered, and deported. The holy city was sacked and the Temple 
destroyed. The people lived in subjection. Then a new prophecy came. 
God would free his people and bring them back to their homeland 
which would be rebuilt. This happened. A similar prophecy, one that 
was a great omen of what was to finally come, had occurred centuries 
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before even this. Moses was sent by God to tell the people that he was 
taking them out of slavery into a promised land. They would be 
politically free and able to serve him in the manner he wanted. This 
happened. Centuries before this, God had called Abraham from his 
own land and had led him to a land he said he would give to him and to 
his descendants. And now our Lord comes preaching God’s Kingdom. 
The danger was that the people, subject as they were to the Romans, 
would think that what our Lord was promising is a new political 
kingdom, one in which the people will be finally set free from all 
subjection. As the Messiah, what he offered was a liberation and 
redemption from various forms of temporal affliction and oppression. 
In our Gospel passage today some of the Pharisees come to our Lord 
and ask when the Kingdom of God would come. They and the people 
failed to discern that all the temporal liberations God had wrought for 
them in the past were types of something far deeper and greater. They 
were pointers to liberation from sin - the fundamental and all- 
encompassing affliction. John the Baptist expressed the true meaning 
of the Scriptures and of past liberations. Jesus was the Lamb of God 
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who would take away the sin of the world. Sin was the true oppression, 
and God was coming to set his people free. 

One of the interesting things that seems to have quickly 
happened after the life, death, resurrection and ascension of Christ is the 
falling into relative disuse of the expression, the Kingdom of God. It is 
present in the Lord’s Prayer: we pray that our Father’s Kingdom will 
come. Though St Paul uses it at times, the Church does not seem to 
have continued to use the expression very much in her preaching after 
Pentecost. Why is this? It is surely because the nature of the Kingdom 
had by then become abundantly clear. The Kingdom of God subsisted 
in the person of Jesus, and one entered this Kingdom by entering into 
union with him, by sharing his life and living according to his teaching. 
A kingdom is a rule, a reign, a subjection to the authority of another. 
So too with the Kingdom of God. It is the reign, the rule of God and 
subjection to Him. Sin is the refusal of that rule. God sent his only 
begotten Son to us, and he was the embodiment of subjection to the will 
of his heavenly Father. I always do what pleases him , he said. On 
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another occasion he challenged his enemies, Can any of you convict me 
of sin! The Father himself said, This is my beloved Son in whom 1 am 
well pleased. The whole life of God was present in the person of Jesus 
because, as St Paul writes, the fullness of the Godhead abides in Jesus 
bodily. The Kingdom of God was fully present in the person of Jesus, 
and gradually this had to be made clear to the people. But it would only 
be made clear in, through and after his Passion, Death, Resurrection and 
Ascension. The Holy Spirit came at Pentecost and filled the infant 
Church with light and they understood what Jesus had done. In him 
they had entered the Kingdom of God that had been promised. It was a 
Kingdom that had begun in him here on earth, it would extend in time 
and would reach its fulfilment in heaven. Where is this Kingdom? It is, 
as I said, in Jesus. And where is Jesus? Jesus is present in his body the 
Church. 

So the Church, founded on the Apostles with Peter at their head, 
is the bearer of God’s Kingdom. As our Lord says in our Gospel 
passage today, the Son of Man “ must suffer many things and be rejected 
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by this generation ” (Luke 17:20-25). His Passion and Death made it 
possible for each of us to enter the Kingdom of God by receiving a 
share in the life of Christ. By baptism we have received the gift of the 
Holy Spirit, who is the Spirit of Christ and the Father. Let us resolve to 
live in union with him and to bring this Kingdom to those around us. 
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Friday of the Thirty-second Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 88 (87): 3 Let my prayer come into your 
presence. Incline your ear to my cry for help, O Lord. 

Collect Almighty and merciful God, graciously keep from us all 
adversity, so that, unhindered in mind and body alike, we may pursue in 
freedom of heart the things that are yours. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Wisdom 13:1-9; Psalm 18; Luke 17:26-37 

"Just as it was in the days of Noah, so also will it be in the days of the 
Son of Man. People were eating, drinking, marrying and being given in 
marriage up to the day Noah entered the ark. Then the flood came and 
destroyed them all. "It was the same in the days of Lot. People were 
eating and drinking, buying and selling, planting and building. But the 
day Lot left Sodom, fire and sulphur rained down from heaven and 
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destroyed them all. “It will be just like this on the day the Son of Man 
is revealed. On that day no one who is on the housetop, with 
possessions inside, should go down to get them. Likewise, no one in the 
field should go back for anything. Remember Lot’s wife! Whoever tries 
to keep their life will lose it, and whoever loses their life will preserve 
it. I tell you, on that night two people will be in one bed; one will be 
taken and the other left. Two women will be grinding grain together; 
one will be taken and the other left. ” “Where, Lord?” they asked. He 
replied, “Where there is a dead body, there the vultures will gather. ” 
(Luke 17:26-37) 

Hell When I was young we used to have what we called “parish 
missions.” The parish priest would arrange for priests of religious 
orders to come to the parish, and, as we would say, give “a mission.” It 
would last a couple of weeks, and it amounted to a spiritual retreat for 
the parish. They were very effective and many used to comment (with 
tongue in cheek) about the “fire and brimstone” preaching that often 
characterized “the mission.” As with most such popular comments, it 
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was a caricature. However, there was indeed a wholesome reminder 
during the preaching of what we might call the Last Things: Death, 
God’s Judgement, Heaven and Hell. We were reminded of the awful 
prospect of Hell, and what it is that will take a person to Hell. Let that 
introduce the point here. There is only one thing that can take a person 
to Hell, and that is deliberate, un-repented mortal sin. The thought of 
this can be very salutary to a person who blithely takes his future 
prospects to be more or less indicated by what he can see. There have 
been some great conversions in the past that have been significantly 
assisted by the thought of Hell. One of the great religious movements 
in protestant England was the rise of the Evangelical movement during 
the 1730s. Some scholars consider it the greatest revival of 
Protestantism since the Reformation of the sixteenth century. It 
involved Wesley, Whitefield, and many others. Central to the life of 
the Revival was the conversion , the conversion away from sin to faith 
in Christ and the Atonement he brought by his cross. Now, very often 
what powerfully assisted this conversion was the thought of God’s 
judgment on sin and the prospect of Hell. The sinner was actively 
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encouraged to think of Hell. The century produced many notable 
stories of conversion, including autobiographies. One of the most 
famous (An Authentic Narrative) was that written by John Newton, the 
author of the hymn, “Amazing Grace.” The thought of God’s judgment 
brought him to the point of accepting in faith the grace of Christ. 

Let this bring us to our Gospel passage today. No prophet from 
the Old Testament right up to John the Baptist in the New spoke of Hell 
as much as our Lord did. Christ was explicit about the fact of Hell and 
of what leads to it. Hell will be the outcome of God’s judgment on 
those who die unrepentant in the state of grave and mortal sin. Let us 
listen to our Lord’s words in today’s Gospel (Luke 17:26-37), which 
provide a variant on this theme. Our Lord says, “Just as it was in the 
days of Noah, so also will it be in the days of the Son of Man. People 
were eating, drinking, marrying and being given in marriage up to the 
day Noah entered the ark. Then the flood came and destroyed them all. 
It was the same in the days of Lot. People were eating and drinking, 
buying and selling, planting and building. But the day Lot left Sodom, 
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fire and sulphur rained down from heaven and destroyed them all.” 
Then our Lord continues even more starkly, “It will be just like this on 
the day the Son of Man is revealed. On that day no one who is on the 
housetop, with possessions inside, should go down to get them. 
Likewise, no one in the field should go back for anything. Remember 
Lot’s wife! Whoever tries to keep their life will lose it, and whoever 
loses their life will preserve it.” One of the great manuals of Christian 
renewal is the Spiritual Exercises of St Ignatius of Loyola. Following 
his initial statement of the principle and foundation of the Christian life, 
he invites the reader to contemplate the great fact of sin. Especially he 
takes pains to induce the one meditating to consider the consequences 
of sin and the eternal punishment of Hell. How foolish it is to forget the 
possibility of Hell. We have no idea of who may be buried in Hell, 
except for the evil spirits, but it is a real possibility for man. He has 
freedom. He can seriously abuse this freedom by knowingly 
committing serious sin. He can die in this state unrepentant. The 


judgment of God follows. 
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I have seen public advertisements depicting in comic form both 
Satan and the Hell to which he belongs. But Hell is no laughing matter, 
nor is Satan. God sent his only-begotten Son to lay down his life amid 
incalculable suffering precisely to save mankind from Hell. Let us 
resolve to avoid sin and to live for God by following as closely as we 
can the person and example of Jesus our Saviour. 

-- 
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Saturday of the Thirty-second Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 88 (87): 3 Let my prayer come into your 
presence. Incline your ear to my cry for help, O Lord. 

Collect Almighty and merciful God, graciously keep from us all 
adversity, so that, unhindered in mind and body alike, we may pursue in 
freedom of heart the things that are yours. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Wisdom 18:14-16; 19: 6-9; Psalm 104; Luke 18:1-8 

Then Jesus told his disciples a parable to show them that they should 
always pray and not give up. He said: “In a certain town there was a 
judge who neither feared God nor cared what people thought. And 
there was a widow in that town who kept coming to him with the plea, 
‘Grant me justice against my adversary. ’ “For some time he refused. 
But finally he said to himself, ‘Even though I don’t fear God or care 
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what people think, yet because this widow keeps bothering me, I will see 
that she gets justice, so that she won’t eventually come and attack me! ’ 
“ And the Lord said, “Listen to what the unjust judge says. And will 
not God bring about justice for his chosen ones, who cry out to him day 
and night? Will he keep putting them off? I tell you, he will see that 
they get justice, and quickly. However, when the Son of Man comes, 
will he find faith on the earth? ” (Luke 18:1-8) 

Prayer of Petition I remember over forty years ago attending a 
lunch-time address at Sydney University given by a priest member of 
the department of Philosophy there. The priest gave his address on 
prayer and there were a couple of professors of Philosophy attending, 
and they themselves were not theists. I remember at one point the 
speaker gave an example of a person praying for something - it was for 
rain. Then, he narrated, the thing for which he was praying occurred. 
He said that the fact of rain following prayer would make it so probable 
that prayer caused the rain as to be in effect certain. This line of 
reasoning did not convince the professional philosophers there. 
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Whatever of that example, there is no doubt that the usefulness of 
prayer is doubted by a great many people, and not only unbelieving 
philosophers. Their experience, they say, is of prayer being futile. 
What they pray for is not granted, and they are not convinced that what 
they are praying for, if it comes, would not have come anyway had they 
not been praying for it at all. We could, of course, think of very many 
whose testimony is the opposite. I have often been with people who 
have suddenly lost something. They cannot find it despite their diligent 
efforts. Then someone says, we must “pray to St Anthony” for his 
intercession, the patron saint of those who have lost things. They are 
convinced from their own experience of the power of prayer in this 
situation. That is one tiny example. One of the great events in modem 
Australian history was the World Youth Day of 2008, including as it 
did the visit of Pope Benedict XVI. For months the ones who were at 
the head of the organization of this event were asking communities of 
nuns to pray that there would be good weather. They did pray for this, 
and prayed persistently. The weather was outstanding, and just as the 
week of events ended, heavy clouds began to appear and soon rain 
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came. There was no doubt in the minds of those concerned that the 
good weather was the answer to prayer. 

It comes down to faith in God when praying. The Christian 
believes in the power of prayer above all on the word of Christ. The 
prophets had faith in the power of prayer. Consider Elijah and the 
spectacular event of his confrontation with the 400 prophets of Baal. 
He challenged them to prepare their sacrifice and to call on their god to 
consume it. They did so from morning till afternoon, but to no avail. 
Elijah prepared his sacrifice, and with a single prayer to God fire fell 
from heaven and consumed the sacrifice. It was God’s answer to 
Elijah’s prayer of faith. There is no prophet who spoke so much about 
prayer as Christ, and there is none who spoke as he did about faith in 
God when asking for something. Let us hear our Lord’s words once 
again. He begins with a parable, “/n a certain town there was a judge 
who neither feared God nor cared what people thought. And there was 
a widow in that town who kept coming to him with the plea, ‘Grant me 
justice against my adversary. ’ For some time he refused. But finally he 
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said to himself ‘Even though I don ’t fear God or care what people 
think, yet because this widow keeps bothering me, I will see that she 
gets justice, so that she won 7 eventually come and attack me!”' 1 In the 
parable, the most obvious element is the persistence of the widow and 
the effect on the corrupt judge of her importunity. He gave in to her 
request. Our Lord continues, “ Listen to what the unjust judge says. 
And will not God bring about justice for his chosen ones, who cry out to 
him day and night? Will he keep putting them off? I tell you, he will 
see that they get justice, and quickly ” (Luke 18:1-8). Our Lord is 
saying that God will most certainly answer our prayers. He will not 
delay indefinitely. Of course, we must take into account as well his 
teaching as given elsewhere in the gospels. What we ask for may go 
right against our best interests. But what our Lord is telling us here is 
that we should persist in our requests. We ought not to give up on God, 
basically for lack of faith. And that is precisely how our Lord ends his 
instruction on this occasion, with an appeal for faith. He says, “But 
when the Son of Man conies, will he find faith on the earth?” 
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The Letter to the Hebrews tells us that Christ is constantly at the 
right hand of his Father interceding for us. He is our High Priest. All 
the angels and saints in Heaven share in his unceasing intercession. We 
are called to share in the same intercession and prayer. Let us pray 
constantly and never lose heart, as our Lord says elsewhere. Let us not 
give up on God in our petitions offered to him. 

-- 
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Thirty-third Sunday of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Jer 29: 11, 12, 14 The Lord said: I think thoughts 
of peace and not of affliction. You will call upon me, and I will answer 
you, and I will lead back your captives from every place. 

Collect Grant us, we pray, O Lord our God, the constant gladness of 
being devoted to you, for it is full and lasting happiness to serve with 
constancy the author of all that is good. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Proverbs 31; Psalm 128:1-5; 

1 Thessalonians 5:1-6; Matthew 25:14-30 

Jesus said to his disciples, “Again, it will be like a man going on a 
journey, who called his servants and entrusted his wealth to them. To 
one he gave five bags of gold, to another two bags, and to another one 
bag, each according to his ability. Then he went on his journey. The 
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man who had received five bags of gold went at once and put his money 
to work and gained five bags more. So also, the one with two bags of 
gold gained two more. But the man who had received one bag went off, 
dug a hole in the ground and hid his master’s money. '‘After a long 
time the master of those servants returned and settled accounts with 
them. The man who had received five bags of gold brought the other 
five. ‘Master, ’ he said, ‘you entrusted me with five bags of gold. See, / 
have gained five more. ’ “His master replied, ‘Well done, good and 
faithful serx’ant! You have been faithful with a few things; I will put you 
in charge of many things. Come and share your master’s happiness! ’ 
“The man with two bags of gold also came. ‘Master, ’ he said, ‘you 
entrusted me with two bags of gold; see, I have gained two more. ’ “His 
master replied, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been 
faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of many things. 
Come and share your master’s happiness!’ “Then the man who had 
received one bag of gold came. ‘Master, ’ he said, 7 knew that you are 
a hard man, harvesting where you have not sown and gathering where 
you have not scattered seed. So I was afraid and went out and hid your 
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gold in the ground. See, here is what belongs to you. ’ “His master 
replied, ‘You wicked, lazy servant! So you knew that I harvest where I 
have not sown and gather where / have not scattered seed? Well then, 
you should have put my money on deposit with the bankers, so that 
when I returned I would have received it back with interest. “ ‘Take the 
bag of gold from him and give it to the one who has ten bags. For those 
who have will be given more, and they will have an abundance. As for 
those who do not have, even what they have will be taken from them. 
And throw that worthless servant outside, into the darkness, where 
there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. ’ 
(Matthew 25:14-30) 

Communion of Saints The gospel passage the Church has assigned 
for this Sunday is full of implications for the life of man. But let us 
consider our Lord’s parable as a reminder of a very important truth, the 
doctrine of the communion of saints. It speaks of how God has 
entrusted talents and opportunities for good to each according to a 
certain measure, and of the judgment that will be given on how each has 
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used what has been received. That each person has been granted the 
capacity to do good is obvious. There are opportunities ahead of each 
individual, whatever be his circumstances. When we think of the 
master entrusting to the servants his property, each according to a 
certain measure, let us especially think of how Christ entrusts to each of 
the baptized a share in his saving grace. The first great gift of grace we 
have been given is the gift of faith, faith in Christ, accompanied by 
hope and charity. Faith is the foundation of the entire Christian life and 
it is the gift that we all, all those who are in Christ, share. We share in a 
common faith, and this constitutes a tremendous communion among us 
all. There are obviously degrees of this gift, some having been granted 
a greater portion of faith than others, but whatever be the measure given 
to us, the question is, how are we using it? Are we using it to the full? 
A person may be granted a great gift, but he may greatly neglect it. We 
have also been granted the Sacraments, the Sacrament not only of 
Baptism but of Confirmation, of Matrimony for those who are married, 
and other Sacraments besides. This too is part of the bag of gold 
entrusted by the master to his servants in today’s parable. In ancient 
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times the talent had great value. The Sacraments make up the talents 
given to each. Are we making good use of them, approaching them 
with a lively faith and seeing in them precious moments of encounter 
with Christ, and living out in daily life the graces we receive in them? 
This common share we have received in the Sacraments constitutes a 
source of communion among us, for the Church on earth is the 
communion of those who receive the Sacraments — beginning with 
Baptism and culminating in the Eucharist, which is the person of Christ 
himself. 

At the root of this communion is the love which “does not seek 
its own interests” (1 Corinthians 13:5) but leads the faithful to “hold 
everything in common” (Acts 4:32), even (for some) to put one’s own 
material goods at the service of the most poor. The Church is in this 
way the great communion of what St Paul calls “the saints.” They share 
in the gifts of grace bestowed by Christ which he won for us by his 
death and resurrection. Each member of the Church receives these gifts 
each according to a certain measure, but with the responsibility to use 
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them for good to the greatest effect he is capable of. In the parable 
(Matthew 25:14-30), the man to whom the master entrusted five bags of 
gold came back with five more to give to his master. We too ought so 
live that others will gain and grow in the graces Christ has won for our 
salvation. In the case of spiritual goods with which Christ has endowed 
us, the more we give them away — which is to say, the more we use 
them in the service of others and for their spiritual good, the more they 
will actually grow. The more our faith is used in the service of others 
— the more we give it to others, as it were — the more it will grow 
within us. So the gifts of grace which Christ won for us and which he 
gives us in and through his Church are not only the foundation of the 
great communion that exists among all the Church’s members, but they 
are to be used in the service of the Church’s communion. The Church 
is the communion of saints. This communion of saints is deepened and 
extended when the gifts of grace we have received are used in the 
service of the Church’s communion and for the honour and glory of 
God. Moreover, the communion which constitutes the Church 
embraces not only those still on earth, but those in heaven and those 
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being purified in Purgatory for their final entry into heaven. All of 
these together form in Christ one family, the Church, to the praise and 
glory of the Trinity. Our parable today teaches us to think often of the 
abundant blessings we have all received from Christ our Redeemer, 
including the blessing of a common homeland in heaven, provided we 
do use as best we can the gifts God has given to us. 

During the Creed which we recite every Sunday at Mass we 
state that we believe in the communion saints. We are part of a great 
communion of all those who are in Christ by grace. We share so much 
in common, especially these gifts of grace, coming to us constantly in 
and through the ministry of the Church. Our responsibility is to use 
these gifts in the service of this great communion and so that as many as 
possible will come to be part of this communion. Let us value 
profoundly the doctrine and the reality of the communion of saints, all 
those who are in Christ. 

Further reading : The Catechism of the Catholic Church no.946-959 
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Monday of the Thirty-third Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Jer 29: 11, 12, 14 The Lord said: I think thoughts 
of peace and not of affliction. You will call upon me, and I will answer 
you, and I will lead back your captives from every place. 

Collect Grant us, we pray, O Lord our God, the constant gladness of 
being devoted to you, for it is full and lasting happiness to serve with 
constancy the author of all that is good. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Maccabees 1:10-15.41-43.54-57.62-64; Psalm 118; 
Luke 18:35-43 

As Jesus approached Jericho, a blind man was sitting by the roadside 
begging. When he heard the crowd going by, he asked what was 
happening. They told him, “Jesus of Nazareth is passing by. ” He 
called out, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!” Those who led 
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the way rebuked him and told him to be quiet, but he shouted all the 
more, “Son of David, have mercy on me! ” Jesus stopped and ordered 
the man to be brought to him. When he came near, Jesus asked him, 
“What do you want me to do for you?’’ “Lord, I want to see,” he 
replied. Jesus said to him, “Receive your sight; your faith has healed 
you. ” Immediately he received his sight and followed Jesus, praising 
God. When all the people saw it, they also praised God. (Luke 
18:35-43) 

Helplessness Our Gospel scene today presents us with the scene 

of a one who may be said to symbolize the profound weakness of man. 
He was blind. What could he or anyone else do about his blindness? 
He could not work for a living, for he was blind. He was a burden on 
others, for he was blind. He could not gain what he needed, for he was 
blind. He may even have been bereft of any family or relatives 
interested in looking after him. After all, there he was all alone by the 
roadside begging. That man could be said to represent countless 
numbers of persons who suffer one form or other of the evils prevalent 
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in the world. It may be that they are blind, it may be that they are lame 
or dumb or deaf, it may be that they are deprived of family or property 
or food or employment. The helplessness of the blind man reminds us 
of the evil and suffering in the world. But his helplessness symbolized 
also the helplessness of others to render adequate service. Take the 
most politically powerful man in the world at the time — let us say, 
Caesar — and ask, what for all his power could he have done to deliver 
the blind man from his blindness, even had he been disposed to do 
something for him? Nothing. He could not have rescued the blind man 
from his affliction, no matter how many resources he brought to bear on 
the task. Very many of the powerful of the world are not disposed to 
exercise their power for the benefit of the poor and needy, but those 
who are so disposed will very quickly discover how limited is their 
power in the overcoming of evil. In these various respects the blind 
man represents the poverty and powerlessness of mankind. 
Furthermore, the religions of man are themselves a manifestation of 
these features of the human experience and condition. In his misery 
man cries out to the powers above asking that they come to his aid. 
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Inasmuch as this shapes so much of religion and inasmuch as religion 
(including its grossly distorted forms) shapes so much of civilization, it 
is, we could say, the blind man sitting by the roadside who by default 
shapes so much of civilization and history. 

Yes, the history of man is encapsulated in the image of the blind 
man sitting by the roadside, and man’s religion and civilization is 
encapsulated in the blind man’s cry for help. From generation to 
generation there is a perennial cry for help arising from the masses of 
mankind and this cry shapes the contours of civilization and religion. 
But our Gospel scene to day introduces a decisively new phenomenon. 
It is that within the scene of the blind man by the roadside begging, 
Jesus Christ is passing by. Moreover a crowd is following in train. It is 
a picture of the history of man. Man is sunk in his helplessness and 
there is little help coming to him from the crowd. It passes by. Then 
the word is uttered, “Jesus of Nazareth is passing by.” That is the word 
that is uttered from generation to generation by those following Jesus of 
Nazareth and the response of the blind man is, or should be, the 
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response of man in every generation. He called out, “Jesus, Son of 
David, have mercy on me!” (Luke 18:35-43) Caesar and those in power 
might be powerless to help even if they were disposed to help, but this 
time the cry for relief is answered. Jesus of Nazareth has both the 
power, effortless and unlimited power, and the will to use it for the 
relief of those in need. His power is shown in mercy. “ Those who led 
the way rebuked him and told him to be quiet, but he shouted all the 
more, ‘Son of David, have mercy on me! ’ Jesus stopped and ordered the 
man to be brought to him. When he came near, Jesus asked him, ‘What 
do you want me to do for you? ’ ‘Lord, I want to see, ’ he replied. Jesus 
said to him, ‘Receive your sight; your faith has healed you (Luke 
18:35-43). But of course the plight of the blind man is a symbol of the 
much deeper plight that plagues the entire human race, the plight of sin. 
Sin is man’s fundamental problem and it is the need for liberation from 
sin which is obscurely at the root of his sufferings and his religion. 
Jesus of Nazareth is, from generation to generation passing by and it is 
he who saves man from his sin. He is the only one by whom man may 
be saved. No one comes to the Father except through him. 
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The Dalai Lama visited Mao Tse Tung in Beijing in the 1950s 
hoping to negotiate the status of Tibet. At the end of his visit to Beijing 
Mao said to the Dalai Lama that religion is poison. Mao was sunk in a 
far deeper blindness than the blind man of our Gospel today. The 
prayer of the blind man is one of the best prayers in all of the 
Scriptures: Jesus, have pity on me! Let us be like the blind man and 
follow Jesus along the road, but while we follow let us pray that same 
prayer. There is so much in us that needs to be healed, especially sin 
and all its remnants. We need to be brought to holiness. Jesus is the 
only one who can do it. 
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Tuesday of the Thirty-third Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Jer 29:11, 12, 14 The Lord said: I think thoughts 
of peace and not of affliction. You will call upon me, and I will answer 
you, and I will lead back your captives from every place. 

Collect Grant us, we pray, O Lord our God, the constant gladness of 
being devoted to you, for it is full and lasting happiness to serve with 
constancy the author of all that is good. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Maccabees 6:18-31; Psalm3; Luke 19:1-10 

Jesus entered Jericho and was passing through. A man was there by 
the name of Zacchaeus; he was a chief tax collector and was wealthy. 
He wanted to see who Jesus was, but because he was short he could not 
see over the crowd. So he ran ahead and climbed a sycamore-fig tree 
to see him, since Jesus was coming that way. When Jesus reached the 
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spot, he looked up and said to him, “Zacchaeus, come down 
immediately. I must stay at your house today. ” So he came down at 
once and welcomed him gladly. All the people saw this and began to 
mutter, “He has gone to be the guest of a sinner. ” But Zacchaeus stood 
up and said to the Lord, “Look, Lord! Here and now I give half of my 
possessions to the poor, and if I have cheated anybody out of anything, 
I will pay back four times the amount. ” Jesus said to him, “Today 
salvation has come to this house, because this man, too, is a son of 
Abraham. For the Son of Man came to seek and to save what was 
lost.” (Luke 19:1-10) 

Zacchaeus In his book Changing Orders: Scenes of Clerical and 
Academic Life (Brandi & Schlesinger, 2008) Paul Crittenden writes, 
among other things, of his years studying philosophy at Oxford during 
the 1960s and of the philosophers teaching there at that time. For the 
first term his thesis supervisor was the well-known philosopher Guilbert 
Ryle, author of The Concept of Mind. Crittenden tells us that at one 
session Ryle told him that the theological dimension of his thesis was 
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“outside his domain for, although his grandfather was the first Anglican 
bishop of Liverpool, he had been brought up without religious belief 
and had no interest in the topic” (p.281). For that theological aspect of 
the thesis, he kindly referred him to Austin Farrer. In effect Ryle was 
saying that he was not interested in the person of Jesus Christ, and that 
he preferred it this way. He did not even want to be interested. For all 
his talent as a philosopher, in absolute terms this admission by Ryle was 
sad, for he was deprived of what the most ordinary of persons have 
gained who have discovered and come to love Christ. I say this to 
introduce our Gospel passage today, for it speaks of what a tax collector 
gained. We are told that “ Jesus entered Jericho and was passing 
through. A man was there by the name of Zacchaeus; he was a chief 
tax collector and was wealthy. He wanted to see who Jesus was, but 
because he was short he could not see over the crowd. So he ran ahead 
and climbed a sycamore-fig tree to see him, since Jesus was coming 
that way." Zacchaeus was, in the estimation of the people, less than 
ordinary despite his wealth and standing with the Roman authorities. 
This was because he collaborated with them and was unjust and 
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oppressive in his profession as a chief tax collector. However, he was 
interested in Jesus and this was not the case with our non-theist 
philosopher, just mentioned. So Zacchaeus ran ahead, and as we heard 
in the Gospel passage, our Lord himself took the initiative of stopping, 
looking up, engaging in a welcoming conversation with him, and 
invited himself into Zacchaeus’ home. Zacchaeus was converted and 
embarked on a new life. It all began with Zacchaeus being interested in 
Jesus. Without that interest nothing would have happened. 

There is something more serious involved in this. It has to do 
with fundamental dispositions, for when Zacchaeus joyfully told our 
Lord that he was going to give generously to the poor and return 
fourfold any ill-gotten gains he had, our Lord said that “ Today salvation 
has come to this house, because this man, too, is a son of Abraham'’'’ 
(Luke 19:1-10). That is to say, Zacchaeus had the moral dispositions 
that made of him a true son of Abraham. It was because of his moral 
attitudes and dispositions that he had responded to the arrival of Jesus in 
Jericho, had run ahead to see him and had risen so wonderfully to 
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Christ’s entry into his life. He was interested because he was a true son 
of Abraham despite his sinful life to that point. Obscurely, he was 
ready to repent and accept the gift of Christ’s friendship with all that 
this required. The fact that Zacchaeus’ name is given in Luke’s Gospel 
may indicate that Zacchaeus became a disciple of Christ and a 
well-known member of circles in the early Church. Simon of Cyrene, 
who assisted Christ carry his cross, is reported in the Gospel by name, 
together with the name of his two sons (Rufus and Alexander) which 
might also indicate that he too was well known in circles of the early 
Church. Our point here, though, is that the interest in Christ which led 
him to take steps to see him sprung from his being, as our Lord put it, a 
true son of Abraham. It all depended on his basic dispositions, despite 
his sinful life to that point. He wanted, deep down, to change and to 
live in God. The chance came with the meeting with Jesus, and he 
responded. We are reminded of the parable our Lord tells elsewhere of 
the seed being sown in the field. Some seed fell on the footpath, others 
among thorns, others on rocky ground, while others again fell on good 


soil. Christ’s smile and invitation to Zacchaeus to come down from the 
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tree led to a harvest in his life. He had been a sinner, but was 
fundamentally good soil. The seed fell and it produced a harvest. In 
the case of the one who has no interest, this is not so. 

Only God can know the fundamental moral attitude that marks 
our heart and soul. We ought to pray that he make of us good soil that 
will receive well the seed he might sow there. Let us be like Zacchaeus 
and run ahead to see him. Let us take all measures we can to be with 
Jesus and to appreciate his person and mission. Let us not be such that 
what has to be said of us is, that person is not interested. We are called 
to be profoundly interested. God wants us to love him with all our 
heart, and he, God, in all his fullness, is found in Jesus. 
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Wednesday of the Thirty-third Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Jer 29: 11, 12, 14 The Lord said: I think thoughts 
of peace and not of affliction. You will call upon me, and I will answer 
you, and I will lead back your captives from every place. 

Collect Grant us, we pray, O Lord our God, the constant gladness of 
being devoted to you, for it is full and lasting happiness to serve with 
constancy the author of all that is good. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Maccabees 7:1.20-31; Psalm 16; Luke 19:11-28 

While they were listening to this, he went on to tell them a parable, 
because he was near Jerusalem and the people thought that the 
kingdom of God was going to appear at once. He said: “A man of 
noble birth went to a distant country to have himself appointed king and 
then to return. So he called ten of his serx’ants and gave them ten 
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minas. ‘Put this money to work, ’ he said, ‘until I come back. ’ "But his 
subjects hated him and sent a delegation after him to say, ‘We don’t 
want this man to be our king. ’ “He was made king, however, and 
returned home. Then he sent for the servants to whom he had given the 
money, in order to find out what they had gained with it. “The first one 
came and said, ‘Sir, your mina has earned ten more. ’ “ ‘Well done, my 
good servant! ’ his master replied. ‘Because you have been trustworthy 
in a very small matter, take charge of ten cities. ’ “The second came and 
said, ‘Sir, your mina has earned five more. ’ “His master answered, 
‘You take charge of five cities. ’ “Then another servant came and said, 
‘Sir, here is your mina; I have kept it laid away in a piece of cloth. I 
was afraid of you, because you are a hard man. You take out what you 
did not put in and reap what you did not sow. ’ “His master replied, 7 
will judge you by your own words, you wicked servant! You knew, did 
you, that l am a hard man, taking out what I did not put in, and reaping 
what I did not sow? Why then didn ’t you put my money on deposit, so 
that when l came back, I could have collected it with interest? ’ “Then 
he said to those standing by, ‘Take his mina away from him and give it 
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to the one who has ten minas. ’ “ ‘Sir, ’ they said, ‘he already has ten! ’ 
“He replied, 7 tell you that to everyone who has, more will be given, 
but as for those who have nothing, even what they have will be taken 
away. But those enemies of mine who did not want me to be king over 
them—bring them here and kill them in front of me. ’ “ After Jesus had 
said this, he went on ahead, going up to Jerusalem. (Luke 19:11-28) 

Working The parable our Lord narrates in our Gospel passage today 
is occasioned by the expectation of the people “that the kingdom of 
God was going to appear at once." Our Lord turns their thoughts in a 
different direction. It is notable how often the thought of God’s 
judgment features in our Lord’s teaching. In the parable, the climax is 
reached when the king returns to ask his “servants” for an account of 
their administration of his money. Then, having rewarded and punished 
them in proportion to their fulfilment of their responsibilities, he goes 
on to judge and punish those of the “citizens” who had rejected him. 
That judgment by the king on each group is the principal point of the 
parable, and it is the backdrop of our Lord’s own ministry and of the 
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lives of each one of us. Each of us will be judged. All in the parable 
are divided into two groups. There are those (the servants) who have a 
special responsibility to administer on behalf of the king, and there are 
those (the citizens) who are subject to this administration. Perhaps we 
could interpret it this way. The “servants” of the king represent all 
those who exercise a responsibility coming from him, while the 
“citizens” represent all those who are ( willingly ) subject to his rule. 
Inasmuch as all bear certain responsibilities from the king and inasmuch 
as all are also subject to him, we might even say that the parable 
considers the judgment of God on all as related to two aspects of life. 
God will judge us on how well we have tried to fulfil the 
responsibilities he has given us (as in the “servants”), and he will also 
judge us on the degree of our love for him and acceptance of his 
authority (as in the “citizens”). The two, of course, are profoundly 
interrelated. These fundamental factors, if borne in mind, bring a 
profound unity to every aspect of life. Let us remember that there is a 
meaning in everything. Those who fail to see much meaning will 
progressively experience an emptiness in life that will be especially sad. 
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I have often known and seen people whose lives are empty and 
unsatisfied because they do not see the purpose in all things. That 
purpose, expressed in simple terms in our parable today, is to love and 
serve God in all our duties here on earth , and to experience the reward 
of seeing and enjoying him forever in heaven. 

In our parable the king wants results, or at least the earnest 
attempt to gain results. “A man of noble birth went to a distant country 
to have himself appointed king and then to return. So he called ten of 
his servants and gave them ten minas. ‘Put this money to work, ’ he 
said, ‘until I come back’" (Luke 19:11-28). There are major religions in 
the world that are not noted for active service. Rather than active 
service, their distinguishing mark is active contemplation. While the 
religion of Christ emphasizes the active contemplation of God, it also 
emphasizes the active service of God. The ten servants were told to put 
to work the money they had been given. We remember another parable 
in which our Lord told of the master of the vineyard going out at 
various times of the day and finding people sitting idle in the market 
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place. Each time he saw idle people he invited them to go and work in 
his vineyard. We must work at our responsibilities and work at them 
for God. That is to say, we must learn to work and to pray. Now of 
course, if we are ever to do this, we must set time apart just to pray. We 
shall never learn to make of our work a prayer if we put very little time 
exclusively into prayer as such. So let us be very careful about our 
daily times of prayer. I know one elderly person in her late eighties 
who not only goes to Mass every day in her local church, but who 
carefully prays at various times each day. At the end of the day, elderly 
as she is, she kneels down beside her bed and prays fervently before 
getting into bed. She knows, as we all ought to know, that the present 
day may be our last. The present night may be our last. The times of 
formal prayer deepen our relationship with Christ. We are then able to 
bring that deepened relationship with Christ into the fulfilment of all 
our duties of state, making all our work a real prayer offered to God. 
Our work itself, thus transformed, itself will then deepen our 
relationship with Christ further. In that way we sanctify our work and 
through it we sanctify others and ourselves. 
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Let us especially take note of the servant in the parable who did 
nothing to advance his master’s interests. He lost everything. Let us 
also ponder carefully the king’s final words: “7 tell you that to everyone 
who has, more will be given, but as for those who have nothing, even 
what they have will be taken away. But those enemies of mine who did 
not want me to be king over them—bring them here and kill them in 
front of me." 
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Thursday of the Thirty-third Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Jer 29: 11, 12, 14 The Lord said: I think thoughts 
of peace and not of affliction. You will call upon me, and I will answer 
you, and I will lead back your captives from every place. 

Collect Grant us, we pray, O Lord our God, the constant gladness of 
being devoted to you, for it is full and lasting happiness to serve with 
constancy the author of all that is good. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Maccabees 2:15-29; Psalm 49; Luke 19:41-44 

As Jesus approached Jerusalem and saw die city, he wept over it and 
said, “If you, even you, had only known on this day what would bring 
you peace—but now it is hidden from your eyes. The days will come on 
you when your enemies will build an embankment against you and 
encircle you and hem you in on every side. They will dash you to the 
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ground, you and the children within your walls. They will not leave one 
stone on another, because you did not recognize the time of God’s 
coming to you.” (Luke 19:41-44) 

God and History One of the most formative of subjects to be studied 
is history. The study of human history with its rise and fall of 
kingdoms and empires, with its ebb and flow of economic life, with its 
varied religious landscapes, surely is the subject of almost unending 
reflection. Like any of the humanities it is also the object of the most 
varied assessments. Take any of the great stages of history, say, the 
French or Russian Revolutions, or the outbreak of the First or Second 
World Wars, or the rise of the Protestant Reformation, or the 
Enlightenment — whatever it be, there is no end to the judgments 
historians and students have formed on the matter. One could even fall 
into the scarcely conscious assumption that a truly objective judgment 
is impossible because of the great difficulty of attaining a consensus on 
anything. Now, this very difficulty would surely recommend an 
openness to perspectives on history from, say, revealed religion. What 



2424 


do I mean? Let me give an illustration. When I was a youth at school I 
had a special love for history, both Ancient and Modern. In Ancient 
History we studied Greek and Roman history. It never occurred to us 
that the history of the Hebrew nation with its life and literature ought be 
included in it, let alone that the (inspired) literature of the Bible could 
perhaps be considered as a divinely revealed commentary on elements 
of the ancient world. The prophets commented with great insistence on 
the meaning of certain invasions and disasters. The chosen people were 
invaded because of their religious infidelity, though the invader did not 
look on it this way. The meaning of Egypt, Assyria, Persia is to some 
extent revealed. I remember being very intrigued when I came across 
for the first time the comments of the author of 1 Maccabees on 
Alexander the Great. Alexander was proud, the inspired author states 
(1:4). Similarly, some passages of the Gospels can be regarded as 
revealed commentaries on certain events in what we regard as secular 
history. Historians study those events and discern causes, but at times 
God himself has had something to say about them. We are thus able to 
view history in the light of God and apply its lessons to ourselves. 
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In our Gospel passage today (Luke 19:41-44) our Lord looks on 
the city of Jerusalem and weeps over it. Consider Christ, the strong 
man of his time and people, who had withstood the powerful opposition 
of the leaders, the scribes, the Sadducees, and the Pharisees, the man 
who would go willingly to his death in witness to the truth of himself 
and his teaching. He was now weeping over the city. There is another 
occasion when our Lord is portrayed as weeping. It occurs in the 
Gospel of St John at the tomb of Lazarus his friend. He had just arrived 
and Lazarus had been in the grave for four days. He wept and the 
people watching nearby saw his tears as manifesting his love for 
Lazarus his friend. Undoubtedly our Lord wept for all mankind as well, 
struck down by the power of sin and death. In our Gospel today our 
Lord weeps over the holy city, the city that was the object of Yahweh’s 
love. He is weeping over what will happen to it. So our Lord’s words 
constitute a divine comment on a significant event in history: the fall 
and destruction of Jerusalem. He says, “If you, even you, had only 
known on this day what would bring you peace—but now it is hidden 
from your eyes. The days will come on you when your enemies will 
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build an embankment against you and encircle you and hem you in on 
every side. They will dash you to the ground, you and the children 
within your walls.” Christ foresaw the fall of Jerusalem, just as certain 
prophets before him had foreseen the fall of Jerusalem at an earlier 
time. We think of Jeremiah in particular. This time our Lord gives a 
precise reason for this coming event: they had not recognized in him the 
great moment of God’s coming to them. Now, this is a great lesson for 
each of us. We must ensure that we are not blind to the comings of God 
in our life. Time and again our Lord warned his disciples to be vigilant 
because they did not know the day or the hour of God’s coming. 
Jerusalem did not recognize it. We should place ourselves on a footing 
of constant alertness, a spiritual alertness to the presence of Christ in 
our life with his gifts of grace. He is passing by. Let us be always 
ready for his invitation. 

In every day of our lives Christ passes by. He is present in our 
life, offering the opportunity of salvation and sanctification. The 
constant danger is that of spiritual blindness. Ultimately the factor 
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around which hinges the life of the universe and mankind is the 
presence of the living risen Jesus. He is the heart of the universe, the 
cornerstone on which the entire vast edifice of created reality is built. 
On him all things visible and invisible hinge. The one response to this 
that matters is faith, faith in him and obedience to his commands arising 
from that faith. Let us then take our stand with him and follow him 
along the way of daily life. 
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Friday of the Thirty-third Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Jer 29:11, 12, 14 The Lord said: I think thoughts 
of peace and not of affliction. You will call upon me, and I will answer 
you, and I will lead back your captives from every place. 

Collect Grant us, we pray, O Lord our God, the constant gladness of 
being devoted to you, for it is full and lasting happiness to serve with 
constancy the author of all that is good. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Maccabees 4:36-37.52-59; Psalm: 1 Chron 29; 
Luke 19:45-48 

When Jesus entered the temple courts, he began to drive out those who 
were selling. “It is written, ’’ he said to them, “ ‘My house will be a 
house of prayer’; but you have made it ‘a den of robbers. Every day 
he was teaching at the temple. But the chief priests, the teachers of the 
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law and the leaders among the people were trying to kdl him. Yet they 
could not find any way to do it, because all the people hung on his 
words. (Luke 19:45-48) 

Reverence My recollection is that, at the time when I was a child, a 
special reverence was typically observed in the church. As I recall, 
when in the church people did not talk freely and they dressed well as if 
they were attending a special occasion. At the present time, what is 
quite striking is the ease with which people do talk in church before and 
after a religious service and, at times, even during it. Dress is far more 
casual than it used to be. Dress can, in fact, even be quite untidy. 
While there is a much greater visible participation in Mass than there 
used to be, nevertheless, all things considered, I am not sure that there is 
a greater level of reverent prayer than what obtained previously. I tend 
to think we have slipped — and certainly the proportion of people who 
go to church now has slipped from what it used to be. All up, I think 
that society has declined in its sense of God and his presence, and we 


who are members of Christ’s faithful and who are children of our 
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culture are in danger of being affected by this. We too can suffer a loss 
of the sense of God’s presence in our life, and in particular his presence 
in the church. For the Catholic in particular this is serious, because the 
Catholic should know, and should make special efforts to bear in mind, 
that Christ is present in the church in a uniquely real way. He is present 
in his full human and divine reality in the Blessed Sacrament, reserved 
in the Tabernacle night and day. For this reason the local Catholic 
church, in an altogether special sense, is the house of God. Christ 
abides in that church in the Blessed Sacrament, kept in the Tabernacle. 
For this reason we ought to cultivate, as a point of personal and 
religious policy, a special reverence whenever we are in the church. 
We ought also to visit the church for prayer often, perhaps daily. Christ 
is there in the Tabernacle in his full risen reality, but hidden under the 
appearance of bread. A person who maintains a reverent practice 
whenever he is in the church is obviously doing a great service to God 
and others, for the presence of God there can be forgotten. 
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It is in this context that our Gospel passage today has a special 
relevance for our day. Our Lord was appalled by the lack of reverence 
in the Temple, his Father’s House. His whole soul was filled with love 
for his heavenly Father. The Father! With what love and feeling our 
Lord would have uttered those words. The second of the Ten 
Commandments warns against taking the name of the Lord God in vain. 
With what reverence our Lord, eternal Son of the Father, would have 
uttered his name! We read in the Gospels of how our Lord would spend 
the whole night in prayer to God. We can scarcely imagine what would 
have gone on during such nights. Think of the intimacy and 
interchange between Christ and his heavenly Father during those hours 
on the mountain. Our thoughts go back to Christ’s childhood. His 
mother Mary and his foster-father Joseph found him in the Temple after 
three days of searching. What did Christ say in explanation? Did you 
not know that I must have been in my Father’s house — or another 
rendering might be, did you not know that I must be about my Father’s 
affairs? Whatever was the precise sense of his reply, it expresses an 
ineffable love for his heavenly Father. On the day of his resurrection 
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from the dead, he says to Mary Magdalene that he is ascending to his 
Father and theirs, his God and theirs. His love and reverence for his 
heavenly Father knew no bounds. Christ is mankind’s example of love 
for and reverence for God. In our Gospel passage today he enters the 
Temple and sees the market activity thriving within. As we read, he 
began to drive out those who were selling. “ It is written, he said to 
them, ‘My house will be a house ofprayer’; but you have made it a den 
of robbers” (Luke 19:45-48). Thereupon he taught every day in the 
Temple. We surely also have there an allusion to his constant presence 
in the temple that is every church where his sacramental presence is 
preserved. Let us pose this question: what can I do to help spread faith 
in Christ? I can do many things, but one thing is to be truly reverent 
whenever I am in a Catholic church. My reverence will remind others 
of the reality and presence of Christ. 

Every time we turn to God in prayer our attitude ought to be one 
of profound reverence. While there is the danger of not praying, a 
special danger lies in not being reverent when we do pray. Our physical 
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reverence, the way we stand when at prayer, the way we kneel when at 
prayer, the way we comport ourselves physically, not only will manifest 
the degree of our prayer, but will itself affect and influence it. It will 
certainly influence the prayer of others around us. 

-- 





2434 


Saturday of the Thirty-third Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Jer 29: 11, 12, 14 The Lord said: I think thoughts 
of peace and not of affliction. You will call upon me, and I will answer 
you, and I will lead back your captives from every place. 

Collect Grant us, we pray, O Lord our God, the constant gladness of 
being devoted to you, for it is full and lasting happiness to serve with 
constancy the author of all that is good. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Maccabees 6:1-13; Psalm 9; Luke 20:27-40 

Some of the Sadducees, who say there is no resurrection, came to Jesus 
with a question. Teacher, they said, Moses wrote for us that if a man’s 
brother dies and leaves a wife but no children, the man must marry the 
widow and have children for his brother. Now there were seven 
brothers. The first one married a woman and died childless. The 
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second and then the third married her, and in the same way the seven 
died, leaving no children. Finally, the woman died too. Now then, at 
the resurrection whose wife will she be, since the seven were married to 
her? Jesus replied, The people of this age marry and are given in 
marriage. But those who are considered worthy of taking part in that 
age and in the resurrection from the dead will neither marry nor be 
given in marriage, and they can no longer die; for they are like the 
angels. They are God’s children, since they are children of the 
resurrection. But in the account of the bush, even Moses showed that 
the dead rise, for he calls the Lord ‘the God of Abraham, and the God 
of Isaac, and the God of Jacob ’. He is not the God of the dead, but of 
the living, for to him all are cdive. Some of the teachers of the law 
responded, Well said, teacher! And no-one dared to ask him any more 
questions. (Luke 20:27-40) 

Afterlife One of the most striking features of modem Western 
thought — that is, the thought of the last couple of centuries in Western 
culture — has been the rise of what is commonly called Naturalism. 
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The Supernatural has become the object of scepticism and suspicion. 
What is real is what can be felt, touched, tasted, seen, smelt and heard 
— which is to say, what can be empirically tested and verified. 
Anything beyond what we might call the Natural (observable, tangible 
nature) is deemed doubtful and unworthy of trust. This belief is 
understandable for while it is evident that the material world is real, the 
unseen world, though real, is obviously not as evident precisely because 
it is unseen. This assumption that the Supernatural is basically a 
figment of the imagination is seen in various disciplines. We see it in 
secular anthropology and archaeology. While religion is acknowledged 
as fundamental to societies in human history, it is scarcely taken to 
represent a perception of objective truth. Religion is understood to have 
other functions. Be that as it may, one upshot of Naturalism is the 
further assumption that life beyond the grave is hardly real. What is 
real is this life and all its opportunities, while the Afterlife is barely 
worth planning for. This world is all that is real. This failure to realize 
the Afterlife is one reason why Christ’s teaching is immensely relevant 
to our day. More than any other prophet, Christ taught about the 
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Afterlife. In our Gospel today we are presented with a group of the day, 
the Sadducees, who, we are told, taught that there is no resurrection. 
The Sadducees held only to the Pentateuch (the Torah), and the 
perceived absence of teaching on an Afterlife in those first five inspired 
books was the assumption behind the hypothetical puzzle they proposed 
to our Lord. The basis of their objection? If their question to our Lord 
was representative of their thought, their argument would seem to be 
based on an appeal to “common sense,” or, we might say, to ordinary 
reason with its own assumptions. One of their assumptions, plainly, 
was that the Afterlife was to be imagined in terms of this life. The 
Resurrection, they thought, was manifestly absurd, for in an Afterlife, 
how could a woman live simultaneously as wife to the several husbands 
she had had in this life? Thus common sense dictated that the 
Resurrection was preposterous. In appealing to reason and common 
sense as the arbiter of religious truth, how like they were to the modem 
secular mentality. In reality their objection was crass. 
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Our Lord’s response was simple and given with sovereign ease. 
One of the many things we notice about our Lord in the Gospels, 
incidentally, was the absolute ease with which he answered all 
questions and objections. No-one, no-one among the scribes, the 
Pharisees, the Sadducees, the leaders and others could in any way get 
the better of him in debate. Attacked right and left, he dealt with all 
with princely assurance. We are told in one part of the Gospels that 
word went around that he had completely silenced the Sadducees. No- 
one could master our Lord in verbal dispute. In the end all that his 
enemies could do was secretly arrest him, secretly try him and condemn 
him, and quickly put him to death. Of course, our Lord freely 
submitted to this for it was the divine salvific will that in this manner he 
bear witness to the truth. But now, to return to our Gospel passage, our 
Lord deals with the specific objection put before him by the Sadducees 
(Luke 20:27-40). Heaven is not a place where people live a specifically 
marital life, he said. This, incidentally, he would have made plain to 
Mahomet (with his image of Paradise) had Mahomet approached Jesus. 
“Those who are considered worthy of taking part in that age and in the 
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resurrection from the dead will neither marry nor be given in marriage, 
and they can no longer die; for they are like the angels. They are God’s 
children, since they are children of the resurrection.” But then our Lord 
makes a surprising comment on a famous passage of the Scriptures, the 
revelation of God to Moses at the Burning Bush. God not only revealed 
to Moses his mission, but he also revealed, our Lord explains, that 
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob were still alive , though gone from sight. 
God said he was the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob — and because 
he is not a God of dead people, what he said meant that these three 
Patriarchs who had died were still alive. So the doctrine of the 
Resurrection from the dead is vindicated by God’s word in the very 
Torah which the Sadducees accepted. So striking was this comment, 
that St Luke writes that no-one dared try to trick him again. 

Let us take to heart our Lord’s formal teaching that the dead will 
rise again. The Afterlife is very, very real. Life is short, and at the end 
of life we shall die. Following our death, God will judge us on all our 
choices, be they in respect to thoughts, words or deeds. Following that 
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judgment there will be an eternity of heaven or an eternity of hell. 
Christ in effect condemns the Naturalist philosophy and vindicates the 
Supernatural. Let us embrace his teaching and live it out daily. 
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The Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus Christ the King 

Entrance Antiphon Rev 5: 12; 1: 6 How worthy is the Lamb who 
was slain, to receive power and divinity, and wisdom and strength and 
honour. To him belong glory and power for ever and ever. 

Collect Almighty ever living God, whose will is to restore all things 
in your beloved Son, the King of the universe, grant, we pray, that the 
whole creation, set free from slavery, may render your majesty service 
and ceaselessly proclaim your praise. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Ezechiel 34:11-12, 15-17; Psalm 23:1-3, 5-6; 

1 Corinthians 15:20-26, 28; Matthew 25:31-46 

When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, 
he will sit on his throne in heavenly glory. All the nations will be 
gathered before him, and he will separate the people one from another 
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as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. He will put the sheep 
on his right and the goats on his left. Then the King will say to those on 
his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take your 
inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the 
world. For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was 
thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you 
invited me in, / needed clothes and you clothed me, / was sick and you 
looked after me, 1 was in prison and you came to visit me. ’ Then the 
righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed 
you, or thirsty and give you something to drink? When did we see you a 
stranger and invite you in, or needing clothes and clothe you? When 
did we see you sick or in prison and go to visit you?’ The King will 
reply, 7 tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of the least of these 
brothers of mine, you did for me. ’ Then he will say to those on his left, 
‘Depart from me, you who are cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for 
the devil and his angels. For I was hungry and you gave me nothing to 
eat, l was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, I was a stranger 
and you did not invite me in, I needed clothes and you did not clothe 
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me, 1 was sick and in prison and you did not look after me. ’ They also 
will answer, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger 
or needing clothes or sick or in prison, and did not help you? ’ He will 
reply, 7 tell you the truth, whatever you did not do for one of the least 
of these, you did not do for me. ’ Then they will go away to eternal 
punishment, but the righteous to eternal life. (Matthew 25:31-46) 

Last Things I have heard people say that it is just as well that they 
cannot foresee the future, because if they were able to they would not 
be able to face it. As a matter of fact, the most important things in the 
future we can indeed foresee - though not their timing. They are the 
very last things we must face. The first of them is our death. We 
cannot foresee when this will occur, nor how it will come about, but we 
are absolutely certain that it will occur. So we can aim to be always 
prepared, should it come suddenly. The second most important event 
for each of us is God’s judgment following our death. We are 
absolutely certain that this will come, how and when we do not know, 
but it will come. And so we can prepare for it. Our Gospel passage 
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today speaks of Christ’s final coming as ruler and judge of the human 
race. So we know not only what will happen after our death, but we 
know what will happen at the end of human history. Just as our whole 
life ought to be lived in such a way as to be prepared for our death and 
the judgment of God that will follow it, so the whole of mankind in its 
history ought be preparing for the final coming of Christ to judge the 
living and the dead. The climax of the life of every man and woman is 
the judgment of God following death, so too the climax of the life of the 
entire human race is the judgment of Christ at the end of time when he 
comes again. In our Gospel passage today our Lord describes his final 
coming. He will come as the King of kings and Lord of Lords, seated 
on his throne of glory. His kingship will be manifested to all creation 
then. He is the King of kings now, though this is hidden from general 
sight. It is known by faith in the word of Christ. The cosmos and 
human history have a Lord now, and that Lord is Jesus. When he rose 
from the dead, he told his disciples that all authority in heaven and on 
earth had been given to him. He possesses that authority now. We his 
disciples are blessed to know him by faith, and to have the opportunity 
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to spend our lives loving and serving him so as to see and enjoy him 
forever in heaven. He, the risen Jesus, is the head of the Church and his 
sovereign rule of all is present now in its beginning in the Church. 

Our Lord’s description of his final coming as it is presented in 
today’s Gospel, tells us that the world as we know it will finally pass 
away, though we do not know when this will be. It will occur when 
Christ comes in his glory as King and as Judge, and this will mark the 
final triumph of God over all evil. Evil will be completely conquered 
and all that is good will prevail. God’s kingdom will be fully realized. 
Every Sunday we recite in the Nicene Creed that Christ will come again 
to judge the living and the dead, and of his kingdom there will be no 
end. Our Lord speaks of this judgment in our Gospel passage today 
(Matthew 25:31-46). No one who ever lived will escape the judgment 
of Christ. He will judge us on our thoughts, our words and our deeds. 
The secrets of every heart will be brought to light as well as the conduct 
of each towards God and towards his neighbour. Our Lord’s words 
today especially speak of our conduct towards our neighbour. 
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Whatever we do to the least person our Lord, who is King of kings and 
Lord of lords, will regard as having been done to him. So the more we 
love and serve our neighbour, especially our neighbour in need, the 
more we shall have loved and served Jesus our Lord and King. There 
will be no escaping the searching gaze of Christ at the judgment, both 
the individual and the general judgment. And then, our Lord explains, 
will come the sentence. Everyone, according as he has lived, will either 
be filled with eternal life or damned for eternity. Then God will be all 
in all. So then, every day of our life counts. We ought be building 
now, block by block, our eternity in heaven, and we do it by a daily and 
loving service of Christ in our neighbour. But we shall not be able to 
serve Christ adequately in our neighbour if we are not striving to know 
and love Christ himself more. This means daily prayer, spiritual 
reading, the devout reception of the Sacraments, especially the 
Eucharist and Penance, and then bringing our growing relationship with 
the living person of Jesus into our daily service of others. Let us make 
the very best of every day, because life is short and eternity very, very 


long. It never ends. 
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There are some things we can be certain of. Our life will end, 
and the history of mankind will end. At the end of our life we shall be 
judged. At the end of human history all will be judged. Christ will 
come to us individually and to all mankind as the Lord and Judge of all. 
Then there will be either heaven or hell. These are the certainties that 
ought fill our lives and shape the direction we take. That direction is 
following Jesus in the doing of God’s will. 

Further reading : The Catechism of the Catholic Church , no.668-679 
(He will come in glory to judge the living and the dead) 
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Monday of the Thirty-fourth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 85 (84): 9 The Lord speaks of peace to his 
people and his holy ones and to those who turn to him. 

Collect Stir up the will of your faithful, we pray, O Lord, that, striving 
more eagerly to bring your divine work to fruitful completion, they may 
receive in greater measure the healing remedies your kindness bestows. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Daniel 1:1-6.8-20; Psalm Daniel 3; Luke 21:1-4 

As he looked up, Jesus saw the rich putting their gifts into the temple 
treasury. He also saw a poor widow put in two very small copper 
coins. / tell you the truth, he said, this poor widow has put in more than 
all the others. All these people gave their gifts out of their wealth; but 
she out of her poverty put in all she had to live on. (Luke 21:1-4) 
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Grandeur It has been said that youth is the time of excitement and 
ideals, and age is the time of regrets. Whether that is the case or not, 
there is no doubt that life brings with it many disappointments. Perhaps 
we could put it differently. Early in life so much seems possible, and 
there is no end to the ambitions we have, and this is good. If, when a 
person is young, he were not to have such ambitions and generous 
impulses then something important and characteristic would be missing 
in his youth. But then as life proceeds we gradually discover our 
poverty in this or that respect. We come to see how limited we are and 
how much more narrow than we thought are the possibilities before us. 
Instead of thinking of ourselves as very special with great scope ahead 
of us, we come to see that we are very ordinary, and with very limited 
opportunities to make a mark. That is to say we come to see more 
clearly what we might call our real and ordinary selves. Life is largely 
made up of the ordinary, the little, the limited, the few. The millions of 
persons that constitute the stream of human history are ordinary persons 
with limited resources to achieve or be much. Still, by and large they 
instinctively hope their life will be genuinely significant. In their own 
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way they hope to attain, in some sense, a certain greatness. Well then, 
how can the ordinary little person attain grandeur? This is surely one of 
the most persistent of human questions. The key to the attainment of 
grandeur cannot lie in the presence of certain circumstances, such as our 
having a grand job, or a grand family , or whatever. The Everyman 
cannot be great in the eyes of his fellows and in any case such greatness 
as that is ephemeral for it can vanish like the morning dew. If this were 
the key to it, any hope of greatness in life would necessarily be 
excluded from the vast bulk of mankind. Wherein, then, lies the 
possibility of grandeur in the ordinary life? 

In our Gospel scene today, our Lord is seated in the Temple 
observing the people putting contributions into the Temple treasury. 
The rich and well-endowed put much money into the Treasury and 
perhaps he noticed that they felt pleased with themselves for doing so. 
But then he sees someone come forward who, we could say, represents 
the millions of little people that make up the stream of mankind, 
unknown and hidden. It is a poor widow. One gets the impression that 
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she is alone in the world. There is no mention of family, no mention of 
support. One gets the impression of someone of whom no-one takes 
any notice. She is getting on in years and unable to do much. She is 
one of the very little people, one of the very ordinary ones, unnoticed, 
one of the many who are forgotten and who will disappear without a 
trace. She has nothing and does not seem to have done very much. 
How can her life attain a real significance — a certain greatness, as it 
were? It is this which everyone instinctively desires. Our Lord gives us 
the answer. Let us contemplate the scene of the passage again. “ As he 
looked up, Jesus saw the rich putting their gifts into the temple treasury. 
He also saw a poor widow put in two very small copper coins. I tell 
you the truth, he said, this poor widow has put in more than all the 
others. All these people gave their gifts out of their wealth; but she out 
of her poverty put in all she had to live on ” (Luke 21:1-4). She was 
greater than the others who put in a great deal. She gave more than 
they. She did more than they. She was held up by our Lord above 
them. She, in her own way, attained a certain grandeur that the Son of 
God himself saw and directed his disciples to appreciate. The key to 
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her greatness was that from within her poverty she gave all she had to 
God. It does not matter whether we have little or much in the sight of 
men. What matters is that we give back to God all that he has given to 
us. This we do by doing his will as well as we can and with as much 
love as possible. 

This is a golden lesson and it is one which needs to be brought 
to the whole world. It is the consolation of consolations for all during 
life. All God asks of us is that we do our very best for him in the 
ordinary day ahead of us. We ought to do our best in the doing of our 
ordinary duties, in the fulfilling of our God-given responsibilities. We 
ought strive to be like the poor widow who had nothing but two small 
coins, and she gave to God all she had to live on. She was a greater 
person than all the others who gave what they did not really need. So 
then, let us today and every day give to God all we have. The other 
way of putting this is that we love God with all our mind, heart and 
strength - which is the first and greatest commandment. 
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Tuesday of the Thirty-fourth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 85 (84): 9 The Lord speaks of peace to his 
people and his holy ones and to those who turn to him. 

Collect Stir up the will of your faithful, we pray, O Lord, that, striving 
more eagerly to bring your divine work to fruitful completion, they may 
receive in greater measure the healing remedies your kindness bestows. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Daniel 2:31-45; Psalm: Daniel 3; Luke 21:5-11 

Some of Jesus ’ disciples were remarking about how the temple was 
adorned with beautiful stones and with gifts dedicated to God. But 
Jesus said, As for what you see here, the time will come when not one 
stone will be left on another; every one of them will be thrown down. 
Teacher, they asked, when will these things happen ? And what will be 
the sign that they are about to take place? He replied: Watch out that 
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you are not deceived. For many will come in my name, claiming, 7 am 
he, ’ and 'The time is near. ’ Do not follow them. When you hear of wars 
and revolutions, do not be frightened. These things must happen first, 
but the end will not come right away. Then he said to them: Nation will 
rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. There will be great 
earthquakes, famines and pestilences in various places, and fearful 
events and great signs from heaven. (Luke 215-11) 

Security Fashions in philosophy come and go, as do their 

preoccupations. For instance, within British philosophy David Hume, 
with his scepticism and empiricism, came eventually into his own. 
Idealism had its day and Utilitarianism is still dominant. The 
philosophy of Language has had a good run. What many would 
question — apart from the way many of these questions are dealt with 
and the answers given to them — is the relative importance of many of 
the preoccupations of philosophy. I say the relative importance of them 
because there is no doubt that all these matters have a certain 


importance. But there are some philosophical questions that are of 
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maximum importance. Let us take the question of the very being of 
things. How important this is! What could be more fundamental? 
What is it to be, and what are the fundamental features of the being of 
the things of our experience? In much of philosophical thought there is 
little wondering about the fact that while things need not be, they 
nevertheless are. I remember watching a television drama series and a 
little child asked his mother, why is there not nothing? The mother of 
the child just looked at her little one with puzzlement. Such a question 
is important because the ominous fact is that there is nothing in our 
direct experience that is secure. None of us is secure in our being, for at 
any point our life can end, and anything can happen to the things we 
possess. I could not help being reminded of the utter transience and 
ephemeral character of temporal things some time back. The event 
concerned the Cause for Canonization of John Henry Newman, a 
person of the nineteenth century who lived a holy life, and had great 
intellectual influence on behalf of religion. His cause for canonization 
is well in progress. Some time before his beatification by Pope 
Benedict in England (September 2010), his grave was formally opened 
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as part of that same process. Due to the dampness of the cemetery and 
the ordinary quality of his coffin, his bodily remains were found to have 
completely disintegrated. All of his remains had completely gone. This 
fact surely illustrated and symbolized the profoundly transient nature of 
our being. Of ourselves we are nothing. It is wise to be very disposed 
to consider and bear in mind the passing nature of our being and our 
life. 


In our Gospel today we read that “ Some of Jesus ’ disciples were 
remarking about how the temple was adorned with beautiful stones and 
with gifts dedicated to God. But Jesus said, As for what you see here, 
the time will come when not one stone will be left on another; every one 
of them will be thrown down." Our Lord is speaking of the Temple 
which was the glory of the children of Israel and one of the religious 
wonders of the world of its time. In its being, it was fundamentally 
ephemeral and transient. People were not to place their faith in it as 
such. Further, the very world shares in this profound transience, for our 
Lord continues a little later, “ Nation will rise against nation, and 
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kingdom against kingdom. There will be great earthquakes, famines 
and pestilences in various places, and fearful events and great signs 
from heaven .” (Luke 21:5-11) So it has been from age to age. Our Lord 
presents himself as the one certain and secure reference point of all 
reality. He is the one in whom we can completely trust amid all else 
that is essentially transient. He then is the one we must follow. As our 
Lord says, “ Watch out that you are not deceived. For many will come 
in my name, claiming, 7 am he, ’ and 'The time is near. ’ Do not follow 
them. When you hear of wars and revolutions, do not be frightened.’’'’ 
Let us then take our Lord’s words in today’s Gospel passage as a great 
reminder that he, Christ, is our happiness and our stay. As we look 
back we may see how we have put our trust in things we thought to be 
of substance and value, but which we have come to see lacked just this. 
Perhaps we can see that we have made serious mistakes and have been 
led astray in this or that direction. We ought not to be depressed, for 
God is understanding and merciful. Let us turn to him with the wisdom 
and repentance of experience and place our trust in him. Christ is our 
rock and our security. The next question is, where is Christ and how do 
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I access him? Christ is above all in his body the Church, and he is 
approached by approaching the Church he founded. 

John Henry Newman (now beatified) wrote at the end of one of 
his most famous works that life is short and eternity long. Let us live in 
union with the one Reality that is firm and secure so as to enjoy security 
for ever in heaven. That Reality is Jesus Christ, the image of the unseen 
God, the eternal Son of the Father, the one in whom the fullness of the 
godhead abides bodily. Let us live in him here so as to live in him 
forever hereafter. 
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Wednesday of the Thirty-fourth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 85 (84): 9 The Lord speaks of peace to his 
people and his holy ones and to those who turn to him. 

Collect Stir up the will of your faithful, we pray, O Lord, that, striving 
more eagerly to bring your divine work to fruitful completion, they may 
receive in greater measure the healing remedies your kindness bestows. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Daniel 5:1-6.13-14.16-17.23-28; Psalm: Daniel 3; 
Luke 21:12-19 

Jesus said to his disciples, But before cdl this, they will lay hands on you 
and persecute you. They will deliver you to synagogues and prisons, 
and you will be brought before kings and governors, and cdl on account 
of my name. This will result in your being witnesses to them. But make 
up your mind not to worry beforehand how you will defend yourselves. 
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For l will give you words and wisdom that none of your adversaries 
will be able to resist or contradict. You will be betrayed even by 
parents, brothers, relatives and friends, and they will put some of you to 
death. All men will hate you because of me. But not a hair of your 
head will perish. By standing firm you will gain life. (Luke 21:12-19) 

Witness There has always been one regrettable feature in the lives of 
a certain proportion of Christians. They believe in Christ and live a 
religious life, but they are relatively unconcerned about the lack of 
knowledge of and love for Christ in others. There are others who are 
concerned, and who wish it were otherwise, but who do very little about 
it. They do not bring the knowledge and love of Christ to others. There 
are a variety of reasons for this, but where this is the case there is 
lacking an essential element of the Christian religion. Pope Pius XII 
taught that an active participation in the apostolic mission of Christ and 
his Church is of the essence of the Christian religion. So not only is 
every member of Christ’s faithful called to holiness, but he is called 


also to an active share in the mission of Christ. How this is lived out 
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will vary from person to person according to each person’s vocation 
and circumstances, but part and parcel of the daily quest for holiness in 
Christ is the daily effort to share in his mission to bring others into 
communion with him. For the lay Christian this will especially be done 
in the midst of his secular life and world, in the midst of his secular 
profession. Now, Christ promises that this will be difficult. To a 
greater or lesser degree, in one form or another, either subtly or overtly, 
there will be the difficulties stemming from opposition and 
misunderstanding. It will even reach the point, our Lord says 
elsewhere, that people opposing you will think they are doing a good 
thing for God. There will even be opposition coming from the good. 
And so our Lord continues, “ before all this, they will lay hands on you 
and persecute you. They will deliver you to synagogues and prisons, 
and you will be brought before kings and governors, and all on account 
of my name.” So every member of Christ’s faithful must face up to the 
thought of difficulty in prosecuting the Christian mission. 
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But Christ offers a wonderful hope and consolation. Consider 
his words. Firstly, he tells us that difficulty and opposition constitute an 
opportunity to bear witness to him. It is a special opportunity, then. If 
within our work environment we encounter opposition to the truth 
revealed by Christ, this very situation is an opportunity to bear witness. 
We can take the point further. Sickness and other forms of misfortune 
are opportunities of bearing witness to the truth and love of God. 
Moreover, our Lord promises that he will help us. “ Make up your mind 
not to worry beforehand how you will defend yourselves. For l will 
give you words and wisdom that none of your adversaries will be able 
to resist or contradict. You will be betrayed even by parents, brothers, 
relatives and friends, and they will put some of you to death. All men 
will hate you because of me. But not a hair of your head will perish. 
By standing firm you will gain life ” (Luke 21:12-19). One of the 
striking things about many of the Christian martyrs is the serenity they 
experienced at the core of their soul. Consider the Jesuit martyrs of 
North America during the 1640’s, such as Isaac Jogues and Jean de 
Brebeuf. They endured horrific sufferings at the hands of the red 
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Indians. But they experienced a distinctive peace, a divine help, one 
that reminds us of Christ’s words to his disciples at the Last Supper: My 
own peace I give to you, a peace the world cannot give, this is my gift to 
you (John 14:27). It was a gift of the Holy Spirit enabling them to bear 
witness to Jesus with great fortitude. The accounts of the martyrs of the 
early Church display a similar characteristic. Serenity in the midst of 
suffering is commonly granted to them. Again, consider the witness of 
St Maximilian Kolbe, martyr in the concentration camp during the 
Second World War. He calmly offered his life for another, and went to 
his death with calm fortitude. Christ promised his help and the gift of 
the Holy Spirit to those who endeavour to be faithful, saying that at the 
judgement he would vindicate those who were not ashamed to bear 
witness to him in times of persecution. 

Let us resolve to be faithful to Christ every day, especially in the 
little difficulties of each day. Christ promises to help us when in 
difficulty. Let us ask the help of the Holy Spirit and let us resolve to 


become devoted to him so that when the crunch comes, we will 
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instinctively turn to him who is our divine Help. He will give us the 
words, and will give us the strength. Come, O Holy Spirit, fill the 
hearts of your faithful, and enkindle in them the fire of your love! 
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Thursday of the Thirty-fourth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 85 (84): 9 The Lord speaks of peace to his 
people and his holy ones and to those who turn to him. 

Collect Stir up the will of your faithful, we pray, O Lord, that, striving 
more eagerly to bring your divine work to fruitful completion, they may 
receive in greater measure the healing remedies your kindness bestows. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Daniel 6:17-28; Psalm: Daniel 3; 

Luke 21:20-28 

Jesus said to his disciples, When you see Jerusalem being surrounded 
by armies, you will know that its desolation is near. Then let those who 
are in Judea flee to the mountains, let those in the city get out, and let 
those in the country not enter the city. For this is the time of 
punishment in fulfilment of cdl that has been written. Flow dreadful it 
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will be in those days for pregnant women and nursing mothers! There 
will be great distress in the land and wrath against this people. They 
will fall by the sword and will be taken as prisoners to all the nations. 
Jerusalem will be trampled on by the Gentiles until the times of the 
Gentiles are fulfilled. There will be signs in the sun, moon and stars. 
On the earth, nations will be in anguish and perplexity at the roaring 
and tossing of the sea. Men will faint from terror, apprehensive of what 
is coming on the world, for the heavenly bodies will be shaken. At that 
time they will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and 
great glory. When these things begin to take place, stand up and lift up 
your heads, because your redemption is drawing near. (Luke 21:20-28) 

Christ the Key In our Gospel passage today our Lord continues to 
speak of the end. He is referring to the end of Jerusalem which was the 
pride of the Jewish people, and he is referring to the end of time when 
the world in which mankind places its hopes will fail. The former is an 
omen of the latter and both point to the climax of history when the Son 
of Man comes with power and great glory. Let us consider our Lord’s 
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words as given to us in this passage in the context of the teaching of the 
prophets before him. Prophet after prophet had foretold difficulty and 
doom for the people unless they repented. Jerusalem and the cities and 
the countryside had been told that destruction awaited them unless they 
turned back to God and accepted his word. They also castigated the 
foreign nations for the same thing. The prophecies had come true. Our 
Lord is in this same tradition but now the reason is very specific. All is 
concentrated on his own person, and the rejection of or indifference to 
his own person is the pivotal issue in the prospects ahead. The fortunes 
of God’s chosen people and of mankind in general hinge on the 
acceptance or rejection of Jesus Christ. The prophets had castigated the 
people and the nations for refusing the word of God as it had been 
transmitted to them. Well then, Christ himself is the word of God that 
is accepted or refused and the response to his person will similarly 
bring consequences of reward or punishment. Our Lord’s words 
remind us that at the heart of the world is the person of Jesus Christ. 
Everything revolves around him. One of the interesting features of the 
story of physics and mathematics during the last century has been the 
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search for the key to the universe, expressed as a scientific formula. 
This preoccupation drove much of Albert Einstein’s efforts. The same 
point could be made of much of philosophy. A single fundamental 
principle has often been sought that accounts for reality. I wonder if it 
can ever be found. But the Gospels present Jesus as the key to the 
world. Ultimately everything hinges on him and therefore on the 
acceptance or rejection of him, of his teaching and of his claims. 

There is a further revelation about the end. It is that when Christ 
comes in glory he will come as the Liberator of those faithful to him. 
Those faithful to him will be caught up in the upheavals of the end, but 
if they are faithful to him they will be saved by him. Christ is the only 
Saviour. Let us consider his words. “ There will be signs in the sun, 
moon and stars. On the earth, nations will be in anguish and perplexity 
at the roaring and tossing of the sea. Men will faint from terror, 
apprehensive of what is coming on the world, for the heavenly bodies 
will be shaken. At that time they will see the Son of Man coming in a 
cloud with power and great glory. When these things begin to take 
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place, stand up and lift up your heads, because your redemption is 
drawing near ” (Luke 21:20-28). Apart from giving to his disciples and 
to the Church his prediction of the end times, be it of Jerusalem, Judea 
and of the very world, our Lord is instilling hope and trust. Yes, the 
end will come. But trust in him and be faithful amid tribulation and 
your liberation will come. So then, we must take our stand with Jesus 
and live out that decision in the little things, the little duties of every 
day. Our responsibilities are met within the ordinary duties of every 
day. It is today in all its ordinariness that the drama of the universe is 
played out. It is today in all its ordinariness that is important. It is 
today that the all-important event of the acceptance or rejection of Jesus 
Christ will happen. It is the present moment that we must grasp with 
both hands and use to the fullest. It is today , the present moment, that 
our salvation will be played out. Does the present moment, does this 
very day, seem so very ordinary, so lacking in drama, so lacking in 
event, that it seems unable to have the significance associated with our 
Lord portrays in his dire warnings of today’s Gospel? Not true! Even 
if life seems so ordinary and lacking in significance, in fact the ordinary 
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is full of significance. It is precisely in the ordinary duties of every day 
that we express and deepen our acceptance of Christ and so prepare for 
his coming at the end, be it at the end of our life, or at the end of 
history. 

Let us understand with the utmost clarity that Jesus Christ is the 
key to all of reality. He is the object of mankind’s true and deepest 
yearnings. If he is accepted, he with his claims and teachings, and if 
this acceptance is manifested in a life lived according to his commands, 
all will be well with man and the world. We know what will happen at 
the end. Let us prepare for it by taking our stand with Jesus Christ and 
following constantly in his footsteps. 
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Friday of the Thirty-fourth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 85 (84): 9 The Lord speaks of peace to his 
people and his holy ones and to those who turn to him. 

Collect Stir up the will of your faithful, we pray, O Lord, that, striving 
more eagerly to bring your divine work to fruitful completion, they may 
receive in greater measure the healing remedies your kindness bestows. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Daniel 7: 2-14; Psalm: Daniel 3; Luke 21:29-33 

Jesus told them this parable: Look at the fig-tree and all the trees. 
When they sprout leaves, you can see for yourselves and know that 
summer is near. Even so, when you see these things happening, you 
know that the kingdom of God is near. I tell you the truth, this 
generation will certainly not pass away until all these things have 
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happened. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will never 
pass away. (Luke 21:29-33) 

Christ’s Words One of the constant features of human thought is the 
ebb and flow of intellectual fashions. A dominant philosophy can hold 
sway for centuries and then fade into virtual oblivion. It can 
subsequently rise from the ashes. For centuries in Christian thought the 
philosophy of Plato held sway, and was the preferred philosophical 
framework of St Augustine and the early Church Fathers. But in the 
Middle Ages Aristotle came into his own and prompted a tremendous 
surge of Christian philosophy, led by the thought of St Thomas 
Aquinas. There are those who consider the theologian Aquinas to be a 
greater philosopher than Aristotle - though he built on Aristotle. 
Thomism came to wane, and were it not for the emphatic concentration 
by the Catholic Church on Aquinas and his school, I suspect that 
modem philosophical thought would scarcely be conscious of the likes 
of Aquinas. Philosophical fashions come and go. I was reading an 
article recently on “Newman and Oxford philosophy” (by Fergus Kerr, 
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article in Newman and the Word , 2000). The author refers to a writer 
who describes Newman as a philosopher in the British empiricist 
tradition. He said that Newman argued against Locke and Hume, and 
the reason why Newman’s philosophical work is not read by 
philosophers in the modern analytic tradition is that they have moved 
beyond empiricism. They no longer argue with Locke and Hume, so 
they have little interest in Newman. The author of this article makes the 
very point I am making when he writes that “Fashions come and go, in 
analytic philosophy as elsewhere, often in ways that are hard to 
understand” (p. 158). It is perfectly natural and legitimate that there be 
fashions in any branch of the intellectual life of man. However, one 
danger is that the assumption can gradually take hold that a grasp of 
absolute truth and values is impossible and that so-called truth is 
relative to a person’s intellectual taste. A further assumption that can 
take possession is that only what is modem or current is true. I mention 
all this to introduce what our Lord says of the utter permanence of his 


own teaching. 
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A person can be a great philosopher and be entirely mistaken. 
David Hume is acknowledged by all as one of the greatest of British 
Philosophers, although, it has to be said, he too has waxed and waned in 
philosophical fashions. But great as he may have been in philosophical 
acuteness, he was profoundly mistaken in matters related, directly or 
indirectly, to religion. Socrates, Plato, Aristotle and various other great 
philosophers both modem and ancient have come and gone, but there is 
one teacher whose words will always stand. Our Lord tells us in 
today’s Gospel that his words will never pass away. He says, “ Even 
so, when you see These things happening, you know that the kingdom of 
God is near. I tell you the truth, this generation will certainly not pass 
away until all these things have happened. Heaven and earth will pass 
away, but my words will never pass away ” (Luke 21:29-33). In Christ’s 
words and teaching we have a firm rock like no other. We ought, then, 
make them the heart and soul of our life. This we do by making him , 
his very person , the heart and soul of our life. In respect to this or that 
thinker, we take his teaching and consider it for the truth it may contain. 
In respect to Jesus Christ we endeavour to know his person more and 
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more deeply, and place our entire faith in him. This faith is manifested 
and exercised in the full acceptance of his teaching, knowing that his 
words will never pass away. In him lies the fullness of truth. As he 
himself said to his disciples, I am the Way, the Truth and the Life. He is 
the Truth and this is said of him absolutely and without the slightest 
degree of qualification. The inspired Scriptures, which being the word 
of God contain the truth, are the great pointer to Jesus Christ who is the 
Truth and Word of God in person. God is Truth and therefore Jesus 
Christ is the Truth because he is God, God the Son made man. His 
Truth is expressed in the Scriptures which have as their high point the 
Gospels, and it is expressed in the Church’s living Tradition which is 
none other than the person of Jesus Christ living and speaking through 
history in his Church. He, Jesus Christ, is the one whose words will 
never pass away. 

Let us take our stand with Jesus, knowing that all is secure in 
him. Heaven and earth may pass away, but his words will never pass 
away. He is our rock and our stay. A house built on his person and his 
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words will stand. It will not fall, whatever rises against it. So then, let 
us resolve to belong to him and never to be led away from him and his 
teaching. 
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Saturday of the Thirty-fourth Week of Ordinary Time 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 85 (84): 9 The Lord speaks of peace to his 
people and his holy ones and to those who turn to him. 

Collect Stir up the will of your faithful, we pray, O Lord, that, striving 
more eagerly to bring your divine work to fruitful completion, they may 
receive in greater measure the healing remedies your kindness bestows. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Daniel 7:15-27; Psalm: Daniel 3; Luke 21:34-36 

Jesus said to his disciples, Be careful, or your hearts will be weighed 
down with dissipation, drunkenness and the anxieties of life, and that 
day will close on you unexpectedly like a trap. For it will come upon 
all those who live on the face of the whole earth. Be cdways on the 
watch, and pray that you may be able to escape cdl that is about to 
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happen, and that you may be able to stand before the Son of Man. 
(Luke 21:34-36) 

Our Transience October 2008 was the month when a great economic 
collapse burst upon the world. The incapacity to pay the home 
mortgages in the United States and the general effect of a history of 
unregulated credit was like a bomb that, upon exploding, had a 
powerful ripple effect on country after country causing deep worry to 
immense numbers of people. Ordinary shareholders suddenly saw their 
shares lose great value, thousands of dollars vanished in the 
superannuation of ordinary policy holders, and banks in different 
countries threatened to fall because of unmet loans. People saw that 
their plans of retirement were suddenly put on hold because they now 
could not afford to cease working. Everyone was caught napping, we 
might say. People were understandably profoundly uncertain of what to 
put their trust in. Is it safe even to trust ordinary cash? Where to place 
one’s savings? Pope Benedict XVI delayed his third Encyclical to 
include in its discussion this very phenomenon. I suggest that that 
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series of economic events could be regarded as a parable of the 
vulnerability of human life and of creation itself. The fact is that 
whatever aspect of life we care to consider, we are faced with a 
situation of profound transience. Even if a person has the perspicacity 
to deposit his economic savings and wealth in the most secure of 
locations, ultimately it remains vulnerable. The money may be 
relatively safe, but only relatively so. More to the point, life itself is not 
secure. Anyone can at a moment’s notice be called to another world. 
We remember our Lord’s story of the person who had wonderful 
harvests. Full of optimism he said to himself, What shall I do with my 
abundant crops? Ah! I know how I shall make all this secure so that I 
can have a wonderful future. I shall store everything in large and 
first-rate barns. But God said, Oh you fool! You have but one night 
left. This very night your soul is to depart from this life. Of what use 
will all this secure grain be to you then? The man thought he was 
secure by securing his economic wealth. But he was not secure at all 
because life, moment by moment, hangs in the balance and he failed to 


live accordingly. 
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In our Gospel passage today, our Lord warns us all to be careful. 
We are to be careful lest we forget that, no matter what we do, we are 
but a breath away from the end of life and the judgment of God. It can 
happen at the blink of an eyelid. The fact is that due to the dissipations 
and anxieties of life we can fail to be ready for what might come. Let 
us consider our Lord’s words again, “5c careful, or your hearts will be 
weighed down with dissipation, drunkenness and the anxieties of life, 
and that day will close on you unexpectedly like a trap. For it will 
come upon all those who live on the face of the whole earth. Be always 
on the watch, and pray that you may be able to escape all that is about 
to happen, and that you may be able to stand before the Son of Man” 
(Luke 21:34-36). Our Lord’s coming will take various forms, but the 
point is that we must be ready. Our hearts can be so full on the one 
hand of the pleasures and dissipations of life and on the other hand of 
worries and fears for the loss of what we hold dear that we can be 
caught unprepared for the ultimate turn of events. There is the old 
saying, you can’t take it with you. People spend a great deal of time 
preparing for a secure and enjoyable retirement, and so they should. 
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But there is a step beyond retirement that is far more important, and that 
is death and what follows on death. What are we doing about preparing 
for that? The most that many people do to prepare for death and its 
aftermath is prepare a very good Will. They prepare for their funeral 
and make sure that their assets are carefully distributed. But what of 
their own personal future after death beyond their funeral? In this 
question we are referring to eternity and that eternity will be spent in 
either heaven or hell. This awful prospect, this tremendous alternative 
can suddenly open before a person at a moment’s notice. A person may 
not even have a moment’s notice to get ready because he can die, as 
very many do, in an instant. So as our Lord tells us in today’s Gospel, 
we must all take care lest this great event close on us like a trap. We 
must be on the watch. We watch, by ever watching on Christ our 
Redeemer and Lord. 

Our Lord tells us that we must not only watch, we must not only 
take care, but we must pray. Every day we ought to realize that the day 
we are living and enjoying lies on a knife-edge. That everything 
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continues with such seeming security is simply due to the mercy and 
goodness of God. The seeming permanence of the world is a revelation 
of the power, the ongoing creative power of God. It is not a revelation 
of the security of life and the world. The constant occurrence of death 
and disaster (such as financial disaster) reminds us of the vulnerability 
and transience of everything created. Let us then watch and pray lest 
we be caught unawares, for the one thing we must be prepared for is the 
coming of Christ our Lord and Judge. 
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Feast of the Conversion of St Paul (January 25) 

Conversion of Saint Paul The conversion of Saul of Tarsus while he 
was on his way to Damascus is one of the most momentous miracles of 
the early Church. It shows us how faith comes from grace and from 
one’s free cooperation. Also, the doctrine of the Mystical Body of 
Christ receives proof and a clear illustration when Christ says, “Saul, 
Saul, why do you persecute me?” 


Entrance Antiphon 2 Tm 1:12; 4:8 I know the one in whom I have 
believed and I am sure that he, the just judge, the mighty, will keep safe 
what is my due until that day. 

Collect O God, who taught the whole world through the preaching of 
the blessed Apostle Paul, draw us, we pray, nearer to you through the 
example of him whose conversion we celebrate today, and so make us 
witnesses to your truth in the world. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 


one God, for ever and ever. 
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Scripture today : Acts 22:3-16 or Acts 9:1-22; Psalm 117:lbc, 2; 

Mark 16:15-18 


Jesus said to his disciples, “Go into the whole world and preach the 
gospel to every creature. He who believes is baptized will be saved, but 
he who does not believe will be condemned. These signs shall follow 
those who believe: In my name they will cast out devils. They will 
speak with new tongues. They will take up serpents and if they drink 
any deadly thing, it will not hurt them. They will lay their hands on the 
sick and they will recover .” (Mark 16:15-18) 


Christ and the Church As traditionally understood, the 

distinguishing marks of the Catholic Church are that it is one, holy, 
catholic and apostolic. This is not the place to discuss the nature of 
these four marks and how they apply to the Catholic Church. However 
the Gospel of this day, the feast of the conversion of St Paul, places at 
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least one of them into sharp prominence. It is the mark of catholicity, 
or universality. St Mark (and let us remember, Mark’s Gospel consists 
of Peter’s preaching about Christ) presents us with the risen Lord’s final 
charge to his disciples before ascending into heaven. They were to go 
everywhere and bring the Gospel to the entire world. If we set our Lord 
in the context of the entire prophetic tradition before him, this is a new 
and unique step. There is no prophet before him who laid on his 
disciples such a charge. The prophets had their disciples, and some of 
them were very notable. Consider Elisha, the disciple of Elijah and his 
successor. He was granted a double portion of the spirit of Elijah. But 
Elijah did not require of Elisha that he go to the whole world and preach 
his doctrine. John the Baptist (the Elijah who was to come again) did 
not ask this of his disciples. No one in the history of God’s people 
asked this, but it was a requirement of discipleship in the school of our 
Lord. They had to be missionary and their outreach was to the entire 
world. Indeed, so important was their message — the Gospel of Christ 
— that the salvation of people would depend on their acceptance of it: 
“He who believes and is baptized will be saved, but he who does not 
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believe will be condemned ” (Mark 16: 15-18). Not only do the prophets 
before our Lord not expect this universality, but I am not aware of any 
other religion requiring it. I am not aware that Mahomet personally 
expected a fully universal and missionary outreach from his disciples. 
Widespread though Islam became, it never became what we might call 
universal. Nor did Zoroaster expect this, nor did Buddha, nor did 
Confucius, nor did any of the great Greek philosophers expect this of 
their disciples - though their doctrines and religions became quite 
widespread. It would be hard to think of anyone commanding the 
genuine respect of history who required this, but Christ most certainly 
did, for he taught that the salvation of the world depended on it. 

At the very beginning and through till now, Christ requires of his 
Church that it be missionary in a universal sense. It is to go 
everywhere, it is to be everywhere, it is to be world-wide. It is to be the 
Church of the nations, embracing their cultures while embedding 
Christ’s doctrine in all of them so that their peoples might more easily 
accept Christ as their Saviour. Christ established his Church on the 
basis that it would be catholic (i.e., universal), and we notice that at 
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Peter’s first sermon following the coming of the Spirit at Pentecost, 
those converted by his preaching were drawn from all over the world. 
The Church instantly was catholic, universal. So, both in the intention 
of Christ and in the facts of the case the Church of Christ is Catholic. 
This has to be so because Christ is the one and only Saviour of the 
world. If the world is to be saved then the Church, which bears within 
herself the person of Christ, has to go everywhere and be everywhere to 
preach him. As already mentioned, nothing less than the salvation of 
men is at stake because, it is belief in the Church’s word about Christ 
together with baptism into him, that saves. A knowing and deliberate 
refusal brings condemnation, because Christ is present within the 
Church and acts through it as its head. The Church is a kind of 
sacrament of Christ who abides within her midst working through her 
preaching, teaching and ministry. That is why our Lord said that 
miracles would, to an extent, accompany her work. It is he himself who 
is constantly working within her. The Church is Christ’s body, and the 
one who loves Christ will love his Church and accept the testimony and 
teaching of the Church as coming from him. When the Church 
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ministers to others, it is Christ who is ministering within her. Above 
all, when the Church preaches and teaches the Word, and when the 
Church administers the Sacraments, it is Christ who is doing all this. 
There must never be the attitude expressed in the caption: Christ yes, 
the Church no! Christ comes to the world generation after generation in 
the ministry of the Church. For that reason the Church is essentially 
universal, catholic. 

Today is the feast of the conversion of St Paul the Apostle. When Paul 
fell to the ground on the way to Damascus, Christ spoke to him saying, 
“Paul, why do you persecute me?" Christ identified with his body the 
Church, and he called Paul to devote himself to bringing the Church to 
the world. Let us take our cue from St Paul and in the living out of our 
vocation, whatever it might be, let us endeavour daily to bring Christ to 
the world and to the world of our own everyday life. 


■<b»©®dv 
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Feast of the Presentation of the Lord (February 2) 

The Presentation of the Lord This feast was first observed in the 
Eastern Church as “The Encounter.” In the sixth century it began to be 
observed in the West: in Rome with a more penitential character and in 
France with solemn blessings and processions of candles. It is 
popularly known as “Candlemas.” The Presentation of the Lord 
formally concludes the celebration of the Nativity; with the offerings of 
the Virgin Mother and the prophecy of Simeon, the events now point 
toward Easter. 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 48 (47): 10-11 Your merciful love, O God, 
we have received in the midst of your temple. Your praise, O God, like 
your name, reaches the ends of the earth; your right hand is filled with 
saving justice. 

Collect Almighty ever living God, we humbly implore your majesty 
that, just as your Only Begotten Son was presented on this day in the 
Temple in the substance of our flesh, so, by your grace, we may be 
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presented to you with minds made pure. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Malachi 3:1-4; Psalm 24:7-10; 

Hebrews 2:14-18; Luke 2:22-40 or 2:22-32 

When the time of their purification according to the Law of Moses had 
been completed, Joseph and Mary took him to Jerusalem to present him 
to the Lord (as it is written in the Law of the Lord, Every firstborn nude 
is to be consecrated to the Lord), and to offer a sacrifice in keeping 
with what is said in the Law of the Lord: a pair of doves or two young 
pigeons. Now there was a man in Jerusalem called Simeon, who was 
righteous and devout. He was waiting for the consolation of Israel, and 
the Holy Spirit was upon him. It had been revealed to him by the Holy 
Spirit that he would not die before he had seen the Lord's Christ. Moved 
by the Spirit, he went into the temple courts. When the parents brought 
in the child Jesus to do for him what the custom of the Law required, 
Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying: Sovereign Lord, 
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as you have promised, you now dismiss your servant in peace. For my 
eyes have seen your salvation, which you have prepared in the sight of 
all people, a light for revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to your 
people Israel. The child's father and mother marvelled at what was 
said about him. Then Simeon blessed them and said to Mary, his 
mother: This child is destined to cause the falling and rising of many in 
Israel, and to be a sign that will be spoken against, so that the thoughts 
of many hearts will be revealed. And a sword will pierce your own soul 
too. There was also a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of 
the tribe of Asher. She was very old; she had lived with her husband 
seven years after her marriage, and then was a widow until she was 
eighty-four. She never left the temple but worshipped night and day, 
fasting and praying. Coming up to them at that very moment, she gave 
thanks to God and spoke about the child to all who were looking 
forward to the redemption of Jerusalem. When Joseph and Mary had 
done everything required by the Law of the Lord, they returned to 
Galilee to their own town of Nazareth. And the child grew and became 
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strong; he was filled with wisdom, and the grace of God was upon him. 
(Luke 2:22-40) 

The Holy Family and Christian Marriage As we think of the 
Holy Family in the Temple, let us think of marriage and family life. 
Most people are what many would call ordinary people and most 
families are ordinary families. That is to say, they do not stand out and 
that is in no way a point against them because very many who do stand 
out have been despicable, although others have been admirable. Being 
notable does not necessarily mean being good or true or beautiful. 
There was a famous book written many years ago by E.F. Schumacher, 
called Small is Beautiful. He was articulating a philosophy of work and 
economic structures, but by implication his point applies to the small 
and ordinary person. Indeed, he wrote that man is small and therefore 
small is beautiful. Bigger does not necessarily mean better. The 
subtitle of his famous book is, Economics as if People Mattered. Every 
little person matters and, we could add, so does the ordinary family with 
its round of simple duties, joys, sufferings, achievements and failures. 
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Life is ordinarily small and repetitive, and Schumacher’s point is that 
smallness and ordinariness can be something very beautiful. It all 
depends on how an ordinary life, made up of small duties and tasks, is 
lived. It pivots around how an ordinary work is done. Has there ever 
been a shining example of this immensely important point, a point so 
very important because in the nature of the case it relates to so very 
many people? There is indeed a superb and beautiful instance in history 
of the small and the ordinary, one that provides fascination and 
inspiration for those who contemplate it. It is the model for each of the 
ordinary individuals and families who make up the ocean of humanity, 
which means all of us. Of whom am I speaking? I am speaking of an 
obscure family in an obscure backwater village on the periphery of the 
Roman Empire. That family was very ordinary indeed, in the sense that 
in the eyes of its own community it did not stand out at all. It did what 
families and individuals beyond number did and do, and yet it was good 
and beautiful and true beyond compare. In its case, small was beautiful 
indeed, beautiful beyond imagining in the sight of God. It was a perfect 


human reflection of the life of God. 
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I am speaking of the holy family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph. In 
today’s Gospel for the Feast of the Presentation of the Lord, we have 
before us the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph. For some three 
decades this family lived in obscurity. Mary toiled away at her 
homemaking chores while Joseph and his foster-son Jesus worked at 
village carpentry and building. It was small-time. Theirs was an 
ordinary life in a very ordinary village, but what grandeur was theirs! 
Hidden in their home life was a world of holiness and moral beauty no 
one could possibly estimate. It was immersed in ordinariness. All 
three lived utterly in God and all three lived with a love for one another 
that is indescribable. Jesus their son was God, the God of holiness and 
love who had become man. Holiness was not God’s gift to him. No, it 
was his possession by nature. He was its very source inasmuch as his 
spirit was the very Spirit of God. The divine Spirit of holiness 
proceeded from both him and the Father. He was all-holy, and here he 
was living an ordinary family life in a very ordinary village. Consider 
his mother. His mother was endowed by God with a holiness that filled 
her and which increased day by day. By God’s gift and by the merits of 



2496 


her Son’s future sacrifice she was full of grace such that no sin ever 
touched her. She received grace upon grace. Consider the love, then, 
between Jesus and his mother. It was the purest imaginable. But then, 
consider too the love between Joseph and his wife Mary, and that 
between Joseph and his foster-son Jesus. It is surely the fondest thing 
of all to imagine their life together, day after day, evening after evening, 
doing their duties together, sharing their joys and their concerns, 
conversing together day after day. Think of the holy death of Joseph, 
with Jesus and Mary by his side as he breathed his last. Think of the 
funeral procession with Joseph being taken out for burial, and Jesus and 
Mary returning together to their home to take up life without their 
beloved and holy household head. For thirty years this family and in 
particular Jesus the Saviour of mankind lived an ordinary life, the kind 
of life lived by the overwhelming percentage of the vast family of 
mankind. It was not larger than life, as we might say. No, it was 
small-time. It was an ordinary life. But it was beautiful with a beauty 
beyond compare and that was because they loved God with their whole 
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heart and lived in perfect obedience to his will. That family is the 
model for every family. 

The holy family of Nazareth is the most beautiful thing in 
human history and out of it came the Redeemer and his redemption of 
the world. That holy family is the paradigm showing the good that 
issues from a truly Christian family. The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary 
and Joseph should be the constant inspiration of every family. Spouses 
ought to return again and again in their hearts to this all-holy family for 
their spiritual nourishment and their renewal as a married couple. As 
Saint Josemaria Escriva was fond of pointing out, holiness involves 
beginning again and again in an ongoing and persevering renewal. Led 
by the spouses, the Christian family begins again and again in two 
senses. Firstly it renews its inspiration by gazing repeatedly on its 
grand model, the Holy Family. It perseveringly contemplates the Holy 
Family all through life, beginning during the months of preparation for 
marriage, and continuing thereafter to the very end. It ought always to 
begin there, again and again. This contemplation is a prayerful gaze on 
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Jesus, Mary and Joseph, remembering their life at Nazareth and in their 
living presence humbly and persistently asking their help in becoming 
more and more like unto them. The great work of a Christian couple is 
to become like the Holy Family in the midst of the ordinariness of 
everyday life. But secondly and together with this ongoing 
contemplation, the Christian couple returns again and again to the Holy 
Family by actually sharing in its life by grace. The grace of the Holy 
Spirit filled the Holy Family of Nazareth. In the Sacrament of 
Matrimony the spouses share in this grace that filled the life of the Holy 
Family. By this grace of the Sacrament they are empowered to grow in 
imitation of the Holy Family. By the grace that comes to them in the 
Sacrament of Matrimony the couple is able to put on the likeness of that 
which is their model of family life. St Paul writes in one of his Letters, 
let this mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus. The married couple is 
called to put on the mind of the Holy Family, and for this life-long 
undertaking they are not left in their own incapacity. They are not left 
to their own resources. At the moment of their exchange of marriage 
vows, Christ comes to them in a new way by the power of the Holy 
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Spirit and endows them anew with the life of grace. This grace 
constitutes their share in the life of the Holy Family. The task ahead is 
to become like the Holy Family and to be filled with its life. In this will 
lie their beauty. 

There is an old piece of advice for every couple. It is this. At 
the end of each day to ask, what have I done today for my marriage? 
Then the next morning to ask, what shall I do today for my marriage? 
Marriage is to be worked at amid life’s humdrum. Most people, most 
families, live an ordinary life. The Holy Family lived an ordinary life. 
In the midst of their ordinariness the Holy Family lived a life of 
incalculable yet hidden beauty. That beauty sprang from the life of 
grace. The calling of every Christian couple is, however ordinary they 
may be, to become more and more like the Holy Family, and more and 
more filled with the grace that filled the life of Jesus, Mary and Joseph 
during those years at Nazareth. May the Father, the Son and the Holy 
Spirit abide constantly with every married couple. With their 
intercession may Mary and Joseph aid each Christian couple in the one 
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thing necessary, which is to know the will of God as it is taught by the 
Church our mother, and then to put it daily into practice. In this way, as 
our Lord once said, they will be brother and sister to Jesus our Lord 
both now in this life and forever in the next. Heaven is our homeland, 
and the way to there is in and through Jesus, together with Mary and 
Joseph, the Holy Family. 
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Feast of the Chair of Saint Peter, Apostle (February 22) 

The Chair of St Peter This feast brings to mind the mission of 
teacher and pastor conferred by Christ on Peter, and continued in an 
unbroken line down to the present Pope. We celebrate the unity of the 
Church, founded upon the Apostle, and renew our assent to the 
magisterium of the Roman Pontiff, extended both to truths which are 
solemnly defined “ex cathedra” and to all the acts of the ordinary 
magisterium. 

Entrance Antiphon Lk 22: 32 The Lord says to Simon Peter: I have 
prayed for you that your faith may not fail, and, once you have turned 
back, strengthen your brothers. 

Collect Grant, we pray, almighty God, that no tempests may disturb 
us, for you have set us fast on the rock of the Apostle Peter’s confession 
of faith. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns 
with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 
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Scripture today : 1 Peter 5:1-4; Psalm 22; Matthew 16:13-19 

Jesus came into the region of Cesarea Philippi and asked his disciples, 
“Who do men say that the Son of man is? ” They said, “Some say, John 
the BaptiSt. Other say Elias, and others again, Jeremias or one of the 
prophets.” Jesus said to them, “But who do you say I am?” Simon 
Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God. ” 
Jesus answered, “Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jona: because flesh and 
blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father in heaven. And I say 
to you, you are Peter and on this rock I will build my church. The gates 
of hell will not prevail against it. I will give to you the keys of the 
kingdom of heaven. Whatever you bind on earth will be bound cdso in 
heaven. Whatever you will loose on earth will be loosed cdso in 
heaven.” (Matthew 16:13-19) 

The Rock Our Gospel passage today is one of those key texts of the 
Gospels and the appreciation and understanding of its implications has 
steadily developed in the course of the Church’s history. Towards the 
end of 1845 John Henry Newman (now beatified) published his famous 
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work entitled “The Development of Christian Doctrine ” establishing 
that characteristically and in the plan of God Christian doctrine 
develops. Christian doctrine is a developing system in the sense that 
what Christ has revealed is progressively understood by the Church, 
and in tandem with this growing understanding, under the guidance of 
the Holy Spirit the Church develops her formal and infallible doctrine. 
Our Gospel passage today is a case in point. In the scene Christ elicits 
from Simon — the leader and spokesman of the Twelve — his 
profession that Jesus is the Messiah the Son of the living God. What a 
magnificent profession it is! By the grace of the Father almighty, 
Simon has come to see who Jesus really is. On the basis of this faith 
and insight, Christ now lays the foundation, the rock on which he will 
build his Church. That rock is Simon himself. He gives to Simon his 
new office and with it his new title. He is the Rock, the visible rock of 
the Church which Christ will build. Yahweh God of course is the living 
Rock of his chosen people, and Christ is the living Rock of his Church, 
the new people of God. But Simon will now stand in his place as the 


visible Rock on which this Church is to be built. In Simon’s successors 
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this visible Rock will continue as the foundation, and on this the Church 
will be strong and indeed invincible. So strong will be this Church 
founded on Peter that the gates of hell will never prevail against it. 
That is because it will have Christ abiding within it as its unseen head 
and life, and Satan is no match for Christ. 

It is clear that Simon Peter is now inseparable from the true 
Church which Christ is founding. To a very great degree its strength 
will derive from its being built on Peter. Moreover, an extraordinary 
role is conferred on Peter in government. To him Christ gives the keys 
to the Kingdom of heaven, implying that the Kingdom of God is to be 
located in his Church, the Church he is founding on Peter. That 
Kingdom, of course, consists of the person of Christ and of those who 
are in union with him. Life in the Kingdom is life in Christ. That life is 
to be found in the Church Christ is here founding and which would be 
finally born with the sending of the Holy Spirit. Simon Peter, the 
visible rock of the Kingdom present in the Church of which Christ is 
the head, possesses the keys. He is empowered to unlock access to the 
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riches of Christ in whom is to be found every heavenly blessing. He 
opens and he closes, and those who wish to enter the Kingdom which is 
life in Christ are, in the plan of God, to turn to Peter. He it is who 
unlocks the doors and the treasures. Clearly, the King is entrusting his 
Kingdom to his vice-gerent, to his prime minister we might say. He, 
the King, will be gone from visible sight but he will be present and 
operative in his grand Vicar. Great is his spiritual power, for “ Whatever 
you bind on earth will be bound also in heaven. Whatever you will 
loose on earth will be loosed also in heaven’’’ (Matthew 16:13-19). Of 
course, he must do only what his Lord wishes and for this he will have 
the guidance of the Spirit of God who will come when Christ is 
glorified. So then, Christ founded his Church — not just any sort of 
body that happens to accept elements of his teaching, but a definite and 
historical Church with clearly identifiable structures. Most 
significantly, his Church is built upon the rock of Peter and it is this 
Church which will prevail against the powers of hell. The Kingdom is 
present in that Church, and the keys to it are in the hands of Peter. He 
is the one who binds and loosens, and where he is, there Christ is. 
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Let us ponder on our Lord’s words in today’s passage. There is 
so much to stimulate our mind and heart. At the centre of it is the 
person of Jesus the Messiah, the Son of the living God. In him is to be 
found the Kingdom, and the one who lives in him is a citizen of the 
Kingdom. Where is he, and where are the means to live in him? They 
are to be found in his Church which he built and which he sustains upon 
Simon and his successors, those who hold the keys. Let us love what 
Christ has instituted and use its blessings to attain the sanctity meant for 
us. 
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Feast of St Patrick (March 17) 

St Patrick (389-461). Bom in Great Britain, Pope St. Celestine I sent 
Patrick to preach the faith in Ireland. In thirty years, he succeeded in 
converting the country after heartbreaking difficulties. 

Entrance Antiphon : Proclaim the salvation of God day by day; tell 
among the nations his glory. 

Collect : O God, who chose the Bishop Saint Patrick to preach your 
glory to the peoples of Ireland, grant, through his merits and 
intercession, that those who glory in the name of Christian may never 
cease to proclaim your wondrous deeds to all. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Jeremiah 1:4-9; Psalm 116; 


Acts 13:46-49; 


Luke 10:1-12.17-20 
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After this the Lord appointed seventy-two others and sent them two by 
two ahead of him to every town and place where he was about to go. 
He told them, The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few. Ask the 
Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field. 
Go! I am sending you out like lambs among wolves. Do not take a 
purse or bag or sandals; and do not greet anyone on the road. When 
you enter a house, first say, 'Peace to this house.' If a man of peace is 
there, your peace will rest on him; if not, it will return to you. Heal the 
sick who are there and tell them, 'The kingdom of God is near you.' I 
have given you authority to trample on snakes and scorpions and to 
overcome all the power of the enemy; nothing will harm you. However, 
do not rejoice that the spirits submit to you, but rejoice that your names 
are written in heaven. (Luke 10:1-12.17-20) 

The Mission Many decades ago that great and saintly pope, Pope 
Pius XII (Eugenio Pacelli) wrote that an essential element of the 
Christian life is a sense of mission. A Christian life fails if it is not 


engaged in bearing witness before others to Christ and his revelation. 
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With that said, let us take our Gospel scene today and consider its 
implications. Our Lord was not like some distinguished philosopher 
who, because of his fame finds students and disciples gathering around 
him to learn from his wisdom and, if they so wish, to disseminate his 
teaching to others. No, Christ actively seeks out disciples and invites 
many to join him in the prosecution of his mission to the House of 
Israel and then to the world. There is a harvest to be worked, and a lot 
of labourers are needed. “ He told them, The harvest is plentiful, but the 
workers are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out 
workers into his harvest field. Go! I am sending you out like lambs 
among wolves .” If we consider the prophets of the Old Testament, such 
as Elijah, Elisha, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezechiel and the “minor” prophets 
such as Joel or Hosea, while they gathered some disciples, none of them 
sent their disciples out on a nation-wide mission, let alone on a 
world-wide mission. This great missionary thrust is one of the many 
distinguishing features of the life and work of Jesus Christ. He appeared 
on the scene of mankind with a great mission, which was to establish 
God’s Lordship in the hearts of all men. It meant founding and 



2510 


increasing a Kingdom. That Lordship, that Kingdom of God was 
embodied in his own person, and the announcement of the presence of 
the Kingdom was the announcement of the presence of Jesus himself. 
Entering that Kingdom meant being truly his disciple and on his terms, 
accepting his teaching. Salvation comes from union with him because 
God and his Lordship are found in him. Were we there and part of his 
company as his disciples, an essential part of our life in him and with 
him would be to do all we could, under his guidance, to bring his person 
and his revelation to others. 

The next thing we notice is that Jesus sends his disciples on 
mission with very little to help them. There is no sword to wield, no 
wallet of gold coins to hold, no horse or camel to ride. That is to say, 
what Christ offers the average disciple to assist him in his daily mission 
is his very calling to be his disciple. His very union with him is all that 
the disciple needs and is given. He has what the providence of God has 
given him by way of natural gifts and other endowments, but the 
special means Christ gives to be used in the work is Christ’s own truth, 
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the word about Christ, the word of authentic witness. “Do not take a 
purse or bag or sandals; and do not greet anyone on the road. When 
you enter a house, first say, 'Peace to this house.' If a man of peace is 
there, your peace will rest on him; if not, it will return to you." All this 
is to say that any of Christ’s disciples can engage in the work of 
witnessing to Jesus in his everyday life or in some apostolate of choice, 
however ordinary he may deem himself to be. Every disciple of Christ 
is able, in one way or another, to point to the person of Jesus and his 
word. He does this by personal example and by taking whatever 
opportunities daily life presents, discreetly, prudently, charitably and 
yet courageously, to introduce others to Jesus who is the embodiment 
and the presence of the Kingdom of God. As St Paul writes, in Christ is 
to be found every heavenly blessing. As our Lord said to his disciples 
on one occasion, no one can come to the Father except through me. 
That is to say, if any person at all attains access to the Father it has only 
been through, and can only be through, Jesus Christ. The Christian 
proclamation is that salvation is possible through one name only, that of 
Jesus Christ. An essential duty for the Christian is to engage in this 
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proclamation and it is done in his ordinary everyday life. He shares in a 
great mission and does so in and under Christ who is present in his body 
the Church, of which he is the Head. 

In all the joys and difficulties, in all the successes and 
disappointments of bearing witness to Jesus in everyday life, there is a 
constant consolation to which our Lord refers in our passage today. It is 
that the name of each of Christ’s disciples is “ written in heaven ” — ‘Y/o 
not rejoice that the spirits submit to you, but rejoice that your names 
are written in heaven ” (Luke 10: 1-12.17-20), our Lord says. Let us 
then ask our Lord for a truly missionary impulse, one that will inspire 
us to do what we can to introduce others to Christ, and Christ to them. 
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St Joseph the Husband of Mary (March 19) 

St. Joseph is considered the second greatest saint after the Blessed 
Virgin Mary, because of his humility and the closeness he had to Jesus 
as his foster-father. Scripture tells us that Joseph was just, pure, gentle, 
prudent, and unfailingly obedient to the divine will. We wish to imitate 
him by renewing our desire to be faithful. He is our help in this. 
Blessed Pius IX named him Protector of the Universal Church, Saint 
John XXIII included his name in the Roman Canon, and Pope Francis 
included him in the other Eucharistic Prayers. 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Lk 12: 42 Behold, a faithful and prudent 
steward, whom the Lord set over his household. 

Collect Grant, we pray, almighty God, that by Saint Joseph’s 
intercession your Church may constantly watch over the unfolding of 
the mysteries of human salvation, whose beginnings you entrusted to 
his faithful care. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives 
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and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever 
and ever. 

Scripture today : 2 Samuel 7:4-5.12-14.16; Romans 4:13.16-18.22; 
Luke 2:41-51 

Every year his parents went to Jerusalem for the Feast of the Passover. 
When he was twelve years old, they went up to the Feast, according to 
the custom. After the Feast was over, while his parents were returning 
home, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem, but they were unaware 
of it. Thinking he was in their company, they travelled on for a day. 
Then they began looking for him among their relatives and friends. 
When they did not find him, they went back to Jerusalem to look for 
him. After three days they found him in the temple courts, sitting 
among the teachers, listening to them and asking them questions. 
Everyone who heard him was amazed at his understanding and his 
answers. When his parents saw him, they were astonished. His mother 
scad to him, Son, why have you treated us like this? Your father and I 
have been anxiously searching for you. Why were you searching for 
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me? he asked. Didn't you know 1 had to be in my Father's house? But 
they did not understand what he was saying to them. Then he went 
down to Nazareth with them and was obedient to them. But his mother 
treasured all these things in her heart. (Luke 2:41-51) 

Go to Joseph! Some years back I was told that the great Evangelical 
preacher, Billy Graham, called into question the typical Protestant 
prejudice against a place for Mary in the Christian life. He said to his 
audience, Let us remember that Mary is the mother of the Saviour! 
Very true. Consider the passages in the Gospel narratives of our Lord’s 
infancy and youth. Consider the years Jesus spent at Nazareth, the 
overwhelming portion of his life. Thirty of his thirty three years were 
spent in the household of Nazareth and in the confined scene of the 
town. Imagine the communion between Jesus and his mother, between 
him who was the divine fount of grace and her who was full of grace. 
But let us turn to another person in the scene, the foster-father of Jesus 
— Joseph, whom the Gospel describes as a just man. The Church 
celebrates him as a great saint twice during the year under different 
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titles. In March he is honoured as the husband of Mary and so we think 
of his life as husband and head of the household, and in May we think 
of Joseph the worker, toiling side by side with his divine foster-son. 
Inasmuch as so many years of Christ’s life were lived in this domestic 
and very local situation, and inasmuch as so much of his time was spent 
in the company of this one man Joseph, the person of Joseph the 
husband of Mary warrants our consideration. He is regarded by the 
Church as a great saint and how he must have been! If sanctity involves 
a profound communion with and love for Christ, let us remember how 
great must have been his communion with and love for Christ! He held 
him in his arms as an infant and helped him with his first steps. He 
took him with Mary to the synagogue and instructed him in so many 
ways. Imagine Joseph training his young apprentice in the skills of a 
carpenter-builder and imagine them working together all those years. 
They would have built homes, furniture and implements together. 
Imagine the two of them making their way, perhaps very often, to work 
in the burgeoning nearby city of Zephoris. 
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The most profound union must have developed between Joseph 
and Mary and Jesus. If the angel addressed Mary as full of grace, a gift 
undoubtedly bestowed in view of her vocation as mother of the Son of 
God made man, we must assume great gifts of grace in Joseph and an 
immense fidelity to them — but all lived out in an obscure and hidden 
scene. Like Mary and like Jesus himself, Joseph’s great holiness was 
hidden and scarcely realized by the community in which they lived. It 
was the holiest family in all of human history, living a moral and 
religious life without equal, incomparably beautiful in the sight of God, 
a wonderful reflection of the Trinity, and yet ever so hidden amid the 
ordinariness of everyday life. They had their meals together, they 
prayed together, they conversed together, they fulfilled their daily 
duties, with Mary cooking and keeping house, and Joseph and Jesus 
assisting her and earning the family living through their trade. Today’s 
feast of St Joseph invites us to consider Joseph as family man, as 
husband of the Blessed Virgin Mary and of course as foster-father of 
Jesus Christ. The years passed, beautiful years, toilsome years but years 
of profound communion which Mary would ever look back on with 
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gratitude and admiration for her holy husband. By the time Jesus began 
his public ministry Joseph had died. Imagine Jesus and Mary at his side 
as he breathed his last. Imagine the funeral procession as it made its 
way to the cemetery of Nazareth and as the body of Joseph was lowered 
into the grave. Imagine mother and son returning home to take up their 
course again without their beloved Joseph. He had been the head of the 
home, humble, strong, loving. Now he was gone. Over the past two 
millennia devotion to St Joseph, the husband of Mary and foster father 
of Jesus, has grown in the life of the Church. Just as Mary and Jesus 
loved Joseph, so does the Christian. The Church exhorts us to turn to 
him in our prayers and to ask for his intercession. 

Indeed, the Church has declared St Joseph to the universal 
protector of the Church. That is to say, all members of the Church are 
invited to turn to him for his intercession. How could Christ our Lord 
refuse a petition on our behalf from his foster-father Joseph? Well then, 
go to Joseph! Go to him for your needs and ask for his prayers before 
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God. His prayers are powerful. Indeed, go to both Mary and Joseph 
and ask for whatever you need. Their prayers cannot fail to be heard. 


-<b»©ad>- 
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The Annunciation of the Lord (March 25) 

The Annunciation was the moment when Gabriel the Archangel told 
Mary she would be the Mother of the Son of God. Mary gave her 
“Fiat” (Be it done), at which she conceived the Saviour by the working 
of the Holy Spirit. In this dialogue our Lady appears to us so humble 
yet so great. Through her consent to God’s plans, she took part in the 
whole redemptive work of her Son, Jesus. We venerate her as the 
Mother of Christ and our Mother. 

Entrance Antiphon Heb 10:5, 7 The Lord said, as he entered the world: 
Behold, I come to do your will, O God. 

Collect O God, who willed that your Word should take on the reality 
of human flesh in the womb of the Virgin Mary, grant, we pray, that 
we, who confess our Redeemer to be God and man, may merit to 
become partakers even in his divine nature. Who lives and reigns with 


you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 
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Scripture today : Isaiah 7:10-14; 8:10; Psalm 40:7-8a, 8b-9, 10, 11; 
Luke 1:26-38 

In the sixth month, the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a town of 
Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin espoused to a man whose name was 
Joseph of the house of David. The virgin's name was Mary. The angel 
entered and said to her “Hail, full of grace, the Lord is with you: 
blessed are you among women. ” Maty was troubled at hearing this 
said, and asked herself what this salutation might mean. The angel said 
to her: “Fear not, Mary, for you have found favour with God. Behold 
you will conceive and bear a son and will call his name Jesus. He will 
be great and will be ccdled the Son of the most High. The Lord God 
will give to him the throne of David his father; and he will reign over 
the house of Jacob for ever. Of his kingdom there will be no end. ” 
Maty said to the angel: “How will this happen, since I know not man? ” 
The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the 
power of the most High will overshadow you. Therefore the Holy One 
born of you will be called the Son of God. And behold your kinswoman 
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Elizabeth has also conceived a son in her old age and this is the sixth 
month with her who is called barren. For nothing is impossible with 
God. ” Mary said: “Behold the handmaid of the Lord; be it done to me 
according to your word. ” And the angel departed from her. (Luke 
1:26-38) 

The Announcement The event described in this Gospel passage is 
celebrated by the Church as the Feast of the Annunciation of the Lord. 
The coming of the Messiah is announced by the angel Gabriel to the 
Virgin Mary and her consent to be mother of the Messiah is requested. 
The angel is sent by God and he enters the presence of the young 
woman, presumably in her early teens. She is a young girl, but consider 
the respect with which he, this august emissary from God’s throne, 
greets her. Hail, he says, you who are full of God’s grace and favour. 
The Lord is with you! (Luke 1:26-38). There is unfeigned praise in the 
angel’s simple and sober salutation. He gazes on this holy girl with 
love and respect for the one so specially the object of God’s care and 
choice. Perhaps he is smiling as he speaks, assuring her not to fear at 
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hearing his momentous words. She is, he says, filled with the favour 
and grace of God. Without any qualification, the Lord is with her. 
There is nothing in her heart and soul which separates her from him, 
nothing which represents or is a cause of God’s disfavour or 
displeasure. These words of pure praise come from heaven, and they 
surely express the joy of God in one who has responded and will 
respond so faithfully to his grace. If, through the angel, God thus 
addresses and considers Mary, so should we. Hail Mary, we ought 
often pray. You who are full of grace, the Lord is with you! In these 
simple words of the angel we are given an inkling of the singular place 
in heaven occupied by the mother of the Messiah and Son of God. How 
constantly, then, ought we pray to her and especially at the hour of our 
death when we go before him who is our Judge! The words the angel 
addressed to Mary are words we ourselves ought repeatedly address to 
her, as we strive to imitate her divine Son. Not only do the angel’s 
words tell us about her. Her own words in response tell us more. Once 
she understands what God is asking, her obedient consent is total. In 


her obedience, she is our model. 
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But of course the angel had come not simply to render praise to 
Mary for her obedience and gifts of grace, but to speak to her about the 
great One who is to come. The angel is announcing the Gospel. He is 
announcing the Good News of Jesus Christ, and on God’s behalf is 
doing so to the one who is to be mother of the Messiah. The Messiah is 
at this very point about to come. He is about to be conceived in the 
virgin’s womb. Such is the plan of the Most High and the angel has 
come to ask the virgin’s consent. Does she accept? Does she accept 
what God has said, and what God has willed, with all that this will 
entail in the years to come? The angel proceeds to give to the virgin 
more information about him who is soon to be conceived. God has 
chosen his name. She will call him Jesus. He will be “great,” great 
without any qualification. He will be absolutely great, whatever might 
be the estimation of men. God is great, and this One will be “great.” 
Indeed, he will be the “Son of the Most High.” How great he is, then! 
He is the Messiah long promised and God will give to him the throne of 
David. There is more still, for he will actually rule as king forever. He 
will, then, be the King of kings and Lord of lords, for of his kingdom 
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there will be no end. Further, the Child will be “the Holy One” — and 
we recall that in the Scriptures the Holy One of Israel is Yahweh 
himself. It would seem to be a clear intimation that in this Child who is 
the Holy One, God himself is coming to establish his eternal Kingdom. 
The revelation then deepens. This “Holy One” is “the Son of the most 
High” and the “Son of God.” There are, then, three Persons. There is 
the Most High. There is also the Son of the Most High, and there is 
also the Holy Spirit by whose power he will be born of the Virgin. The 
angel, therefore, is not only revealing that Jesus is the Messiah and Son 
of God, but that the one and only most high God is three distinct 
Persons. God is the most High. God is the Son of the most High, and 
God is the Holy Spirit. The angel is granting to the virgin Mary a 
revelation of the mysteries of the Incarnation and of the Blessed Trinity. 
Mary is the first to hear the Gospel and she totally believes. She is the 
model of faith in God’s word and obedience to his will. 

Let us keep before our gaze the figure of the virgin with her 
child. The one who is full of grace holds him who is the source of 
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grace. The Lord God is with her, indeed he is being held in her arms. 
She is the first and greatest Christian, the servant par excellence of the 
Lord. She is his mother and he has given her to us to be our mother and 
model in the order of grace. She is the help of Christians. Let us pray 
to her repeatedly, asking her to pray for us now and at the hour of our 
death. 


■rb»©®dv 
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Feast of Saint Mark, Evangelist (April 25) 

(In Australia, Anzac Day is also on April 25 so the Feast of Saint Mark 

is celebrated on April 26) 

Mark was the son of a woman called Mary in whose house Peter sought 
refuge after being freed from jail. He aided St. Paul and his own cousin 
St. Barnabas in the evangelization of Cyprus. Later, Mark became the 
companion and secretary of St. Peter in Rome. He wrote the second 
Gospel, which among other things emphasizes the miraculous powers 
of the Saviour. 

Entrance Antiphon Mk 16:15 Go into all the world, and proclaim the 
Gospel to every creature, alleluia. 

Collect O God, who raised up Saint Mark, your Evangelist, and 
endowed him with the grace to preach the Gospel, grant, we pray, that 
we may so profit from his teaching as to follow faithfully in the 
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footsteps of Christ. Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 1 Peter 5:5b-14; Psalm 89:2-3, 6-7, 16-17; 

Mark 16:15-20 

Jesus appeared to the Eleven and said to them: Go into all the world 
and preach the good news to all creation. Whoever believes and is 
baptised will be saved, but whoever does not believe will be 
condemned. And these signs will accompany those who believe: In my 
name they will drive out demons; they will speak in new tongues; they 
will pick up snakes with their hands; and when they drink deadly 
poison, it will not hurt them at all; they will place their hands on sick 
people, and they will get well. After the Lord Jesus had spoken to them, 
he was taken up into heaven and he sat at the right hand of God. Then 
the disciples went out and preached everywhere, and the Lord worked 
with them and confirmed his word by the signs that accompanied it. 


(Mark 16:15-20) 
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Faith and Baptism I have often noticed that a regular part of news 
bulletins, whether in print, radio or television, reports and comments on 
the latest medical discoveries. It could be the discovery of a gene that 
offers significant hope in the fight against cancer, or some discovery 
that relates to heart disease, or an advance in adult stem cell research 
that is full of promise — as opposed to the meagre and unethical 
research into embryonic stem cells. Then we learn that the 
breakthrough will require many more years of careful testing. Now, 
when the final benefits of such research are offered to the public in the 
form of some procedure, probably few beneficiaries will understand the 
enormous amount of work that procedure represents. It could be a 
simple medication which when taken does its work, and which could 
even save the person’s life. The one seeking the relief believes in the 
word of the physician, goes to the pharmacist and obtains the medicine. 
He takes it and improves. Well now, what of the worst affliction of all, 
an affliction that begins to wreak its havoc in the life of every man and 
woman as soon as he or she is bom into the world? St Paul tells us that 


all men are under the power of sin, and that the wages of sin are death. 
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What an affliction this is and, no matter how much research and 
experimentation might be done on it, who could possibly come up with 
the answer! Where is the answer to sin for it is the root of all that leads 
to death, death in its immediate sense, and death in the ultimate 
meaning of the term? What could take away the sin of the world? God 
has sent the answer to sin — it is the Son of God made man, his death 
on the cross and his rising from the dead. By his death on the cross for 
all mankind he put to death the sin that brings death, and by his rising 
from the dead he offers man a share in his new and risen life. A mighty 
work is done and the result is grand. 

Any new medication that has answered a terrible disease must 
be brought to each person. The afflicted person must approach and take 
the pill. The benefit has to be applied to the suffering individual. So 
too with the work of Christ - it must be applied to each. A tremendous 
work has been done at enormous cost to God the Son made man, but it 
must be brought to each individual. And this is exactly what our Lord 
in today’s Gospel passage commands that his infant Church, soon to 
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receive the gift of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost, is to do. His disciples 
are to bring the good news to all creation. The sin of the world has 
been atoned for, and now this benefit must be brought to all the nations. 
That is the Church’s mission, and Christ is working with her, 
confirming her testimony with various signs, especially the sign of 
holiness and fidelity. How is the benefit of salvation in Christ to be 
received by each person? It is received by placing one’s faith in Jesus 
and being baptised, and then living accordingly. The foundation and 
starting point is faith, faith in Jesus and in the Church’s testimony about 
him. This faith is met by baptism and baptism places the person in 
Christ and in his Church, but the starting point of this saving process is 
faith. Let us notice how starkly our Lord insists on this condition. 
“Whoever believes and is baptised will be saved, but whoever does not 
believe will be condemned ” (Mark 16:15-20). Our Lord does not say 
that as long as you are a good person, as long as you follow your 
conscience — whatever that may mean in practice, and as long as you 
are sincere, you will be saved. Of course if in effect a person has never 
had the chance to hear and know of the real Christ, then God mercifully 
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takes this into account. But no, Christ says that the one who believes 
and is then baptised will be saved and the one who refuses to believe 
will be condemned. Faith is the starting point and baptism into Christ 
and his Church is its issue. 

We must listen to the Church’s announcement about Christ, and 
believe. We must heed her teaching about his person and about his 
work for us, bringing us to our heavenly home. As our Gospel says, 
Christ is with the Church working with her and confirming the truth of 
her testimony. Let us then go to his Church, the Church founded on the 
Apostles with Peter at their head, and listen constantly to her teaching, 
praying for the light to believe — to have faith — and to be saved. 
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Feast of Saints Philip and Janies, Apostles (May 3) 

Like Peter and Andrew, St. Philip was from Bethsaida, in Galilee. 
According to the tradition, he was crucified at Hierapolis in Phrygia 
where he had preached the Gospel. He introduced St. Bartholomew 
(also known as Nathanael) to Christ. Christ declared to Philip, 
‘Whoever has seen me has seen the Father.” “I am in the Father and 
the Father is in me” (Jn 14: 8, 11). 

St. James was a cousin of our Lord. He is often called James the Less, 
because of Mark’s reference to him as “the younger James” (Mk 15:40). 
As Bishop of Jerusalem, he wrote one of the epistles of the New 
Testament. St. James was thrown down from the terrace of the Temple 
and then stoned to death. The names of Saints Philip and James are 
mentioned in the Roman Canon. 

Entrance Antiphon These are the holy men whom the Lord chose in 
his own perfect love; to them he gave eternal glory, alleluia. 
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Collect O God, who gladden us each year with the feast day of the 
Apostles Philip and James, grant us, through their prayers, a share in the 
Passion and Resurrection of your Only Begotten Son, so that we may 
merit to behold you for eternity. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your 
Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 1 Corinthians 15:1-8; Psalm 19:2-5; John 14:6-14 

Jesus said to Thomas, I am the way and the truth and the life. No-one 
comes to the Father except through me. If you recdly knew me, you 
would know my Father as well. From now on, you do know him and 
have seen him. Philip said, Lord, show us the Father and that will be 
enough for us. Jesus answered: Don't you know me, Philip, even after I 
have been among you such a long time? Anyone who has seen me has 
seen the Father. How can you say, 'Show us the Father'? Don't you 
believe that I am in the Father, and that the Father is in me? The 
words I say to you are not just my own. Rather, it is the Father, living 
in me, who is doing his work. Believe me when I say that / am in the 



2535 


Father and the Father is in me; or at least believe on the evidence of 
the works themselves. I tell you the truth, anyone who has faith in me 
will do what I have been doing. He will do even greater things than 
these, because I am going to the Father. And I will do whatever you 
ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. You 
may ask me for anything in my name, and I will do it. (John 14:6-14) 

Claims of Christ In the long history of human culture and thought 
there have been many and varied claims. It is astonishing to see the 
following that some of them have had. Buddha who lived many 
centuries before Christ began a movement of religion that has seen 
millions of followers and is still strong. There is much study of 
Buddhism in Departments of Religious Studies in secular Universities. 
Hinduism has an even longer history and its thought commands the 
respect of numerous scholars and innumerable religious practitioners. 
So too Mahomet, and the Islam that he founded. Indigenous religions 
too have endured impressively — consider, for instance, traditional 
African religion. Its sense of the high god compares very well with 
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elements of some world religions. But now, standing beyond and above 
all, are the claims of Jesus Christ. Nothing in the history of religious 
thought can compare with them. Furthermore, extraordinary though his 
claims are, they have commanded the allegiance for two thousand years 
of the cream of the human intellect, from Paul to Augustine to Aquinas 
to Newman and to so many others besides. Christ’s claims are not just 
utterances about God and the world and how man is to live. They are 
about himself and what he will do for those who believe in him. He 
presents himself as utterly unique and of fundamental importance for 
every man and woman in human history. He who believes will be 
saved, he tells his disciples. He who does not believe — wilfully 
refusing to do so — will be condemned. That this is a message for 
every man and woman on the face of the earth and for all ages till the 
end, is clear because Christ commands his disciples to go to the whole 
world to preach it to all. So Jesus Christ presents himself as 
transcending all other sources of knowledge and of life. Whoever heard 
of the like? He must, then, be taken with the utmost seriousness because 
if not, the results for the person who passes him by may be tragic. The 
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Church stands in the midst of the world saying, turn to Jesus and truly 
consider who he is and what he will do for you. 

In our Gospel passage today Jesus of Nazareth says, not that he is 
but one way to ultimate life, nor that he is one great source of truth, nor 
that he will add valuably to our life. No, he claims to be the only way 
that takes us to our true goal. Who else has had the audacity to claim to 
be this? He claims to be the truth, the full truth about God and the 
world’s salvation. If we know him we know the Father as well. He is 
the life, the life of God. He is the way, the truth and the life. He is all 
this because he is the one God, while of course not being the Father 
who is also the same one God. He is the Son and is himself the fullness 
of the divinity, as is the Father and as is the Holy Spirit. He tells his 
disciples that no one can reach the Father except through him. This 
means that Mahomet could never reach the Father except through Jesus. 
Mahomet is powerless to attain union with God except through Jesus, 
nor can any of his innumerable followers. Hence if in fact Mahomet 


and the Muslim reach God, then unbeknown to them it has been 
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through the person and the grace of Christ. So too with Hinduism and 
with every other religious way, including all others who have not even 
heard of the person of Jesus Christ. Such claims may seem outrageous 
to the sincere non-Christian and even to some Christians deferring to 
the feelings of those who do not accept the unique claim of Christ and 
his Church. It was precisely this claim that led to three centuries of 
conflict and persecution within the Roman Empire. Christians did not 
lead a military, social or political insurrection on behalf of their 
religion. They did not rise up with arms and undermine the state with 
forms of insurgency, let alone terror. They simply stood for their truth. 
But the state would not allow the transcendent claims of Jesus, for these 
claims brought to nought the claims of other gods. The Christian 
Church claimed and will ever claim that there is no God but Christ the 
Son of God, and what he has uttered is the Truth of God. That is to say, 
he is the one true God, as is the Father and as is the Holy Spirit - three 
distinct Persons, each of whom is the one and only God. Christ is the 
way, the truth and the life, the only way to the Father. To know him is 


to know the Father. 
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Jesus Christ is the one and only Saviour of the world. In him our 
future is eternally bright. He tells us that “7 will do whatever you ask in 
my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. You may ask 
me for anything in my name, and I will do it ” (John 14:6-14). Man, the 
world and the entire universe has in him its pearl of great price. He is 
the linchpin and cornerstone of all. He is the world’s treasure and every 
man and woman is called to sell all to gain that treasure. 

-- 
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Feast of Saint Matthias, Apostle (May 14) 

Saint Matthias, Apostle After the ascension of our Lord, St. Peter 
proposed that the disciples select an apostle to take the place of Judas. 
The choice was Matthias. As we read in Peter’s words, Matthias had 
been a disciple from the beginning of Christ’s public ministry. It is said 
that hee worked for the faith in Palestine, and later was stoned to death. 

Entrance Antiphon Jn 15:16 It was not you who chose me, says the 
Lord, but I who chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit 
that will last. 

Collect O God, who assigned Saint Matthias a place in the college of 
Apostles, grant us, through his intercession, that, rejoicing at how your 
love has been allotted to us, we may merit to be numbered among the 
elect. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns 
with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever 


Scripture today : Acts 1:15-17, 20-26; Psalm 113:1-8; John 15:9-17 
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Jesus said to his disciples: As the Father has loved me, so have I loved 
you. Now remain in my love. If you obey my commands, you will 
remain in my love, just as I have obeyed my Father's commands and 
remain in his love. 1 have told you this so that my joy may be in you 
and that your joy may be complete. My command is this: Love one 
another as I have loved you. Greater love has no-one than this, that he 
lay down his life for his friends. You are my friends if you do what I 
command. I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not 
know his master's business. Instead, I have called you friends, for 
everything that 1 learned from my Father I have made known to you. 
You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you to go and 
bear fruit—fruit that will last. Then the Father will give you whatever 
you ask in my name. This is my command: Love one another. (John 
15:9-17) 

Religion and Christ One of the interesting things to note in the 
English, American or, say, Australian novel is the notion of religion, 
and of Christianity in particular. Take, for instance, the novels of James 
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Fernimore Cooper (1789-1851), the American author of such adventure 
novels as The Last of the Mohicans , The Pathfinder and The 
Deerslayer. Consider, say, The Pathfinder. The setting is the 
eighteenth century American wilds, the forest and habitat of the 
American Indian, and the conflict between the Indians and the 
American settlers, with the French getting a look-in. The central 
characters are religious. In particular, Pathfinder himself (who in a 
further novel is called the Deerslayer) is religious and in his own view 
of the matter, Christian. He is an altogether admirable character in his 
natural religion and virtues and in his high skill as a scout and hunter. 
Frequently on his lips there are references to Providence and God and 
religion. It would be unimaginable that Pathfinder would call God or 
religion into question in the modern secular and sceptical sense. He 
refers to himself repeatedly as a Christian (and, incidentally, at one 
point he betrays his anti-Catholicism!). But we never have any scene or 
reference to Pathfinder praying. In respect to his being a Christian, we 
never read any explicit word of his about the person of Christ. There is 
no reference to a belief in the Holy Trinity. Pathfinder’s God appears in 
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reality to be the God who has authored the beautiful natural world of 
forests and lakes, men and societies. He is the God of creation and of 
providence guiding men in their course through life. His God does not 
seem to be Christ, even though he always refers to himself as a 
Christian. In the later novel, The Deerslayer, there is one oblique 
reference to the work of redemption but that is as far as it goes. 
Pathfinder is near to the God who holds this beautiful world in being 
and who provides for his children, but he is not near to the person of the 
risen Jesus. In fact, the living Jesus is entirely absent from his frequent 
religious allusions. It looks as if Pathfinder is the ideal deist - which is 
to say, Cooper’s ideal of the religious man. 

I mention this as an example of a notion of religion and of 
Christianity in particular that can take root in culture. Christianity as 
understood by many can be devoid of the person of Christ, understood 
formally as the Saviour and the Son of God. It can even go so far as 
being devoid of God. By that I mean that it can be understood as little 
more than a life of benevolence. One may hear the statement that 
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someone is a real Christian, meaning that he is very good to other 
people. Of course, this is indeed an essential element of the Christian 
life for it is the command of Christ that we love one another as he has 
loved us. But if it is to be counted as Christian love, it must in some 
sense be based on a personal love for Jesus. In our Gospel passage 
today our Lord is very clear on this point. “As the Father has loved me, 
so have / loved you. Now remain in my love.” If we are to be counted as 
Christ’s disciples, as Christians in other words, we must abide in the 
friendship of Jesus. We must be friends of the living Jesus. The test of 
this will be whether or not we fulfil his commands. “If you obey my 
commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have obeyed my 
Father's commands and remain in his love.” We must seek to know the 
will of Christ and then assiduously to put it into practice. Christ 
founded his Church to make this possible, and entrusted his Church 
with the gift of the Holy Spirit so as to be able to speak authoritatively 
in his name, interpreting without error what he has revealed. The 
Church in her teaching explains what in its detail is involved in loving 
God and our neighbour. It is thus that, listening to the voice of his 
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Church, we are able to know what Christ has commanded and then by 
obeying his commands thus expounded, we are able to abide in his love. 
The fundamental thing is abiding in the love of Christ, growing in his 
friendship, and doing so as members of his family the Church. 
Pathfinder is one example among many of how the Christian religion 
can be whittled away to being a shadow of its real substance. Its 
substance is the living risen person of Jesus, true God and true man. 

There is a further point, one that is most important. Christ is 
indeed the life of the Christian, but let us remember that it is his choice 
of us and his love for us that is the basis of our life. Christ loved me, St 
Paul writes, and gave himself up for me. There is nothing of this in one 
of the heroes of popular American literature — Pathfinder or 
Deerslayer, who saw himself as a Christian. I have called you my 
friends, our Lord says to his disciples and to each of us who are in him 
by baptism. He has loved and chosen us, and on the basis of this we 
love and choose him. He wants us to go out and to bear fruit. The fruit 
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is above all to bring all others to life in him. Let us then devote 
ourselves to the work! 
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Mary Help of Christians (May 24) 

Pope Pius VII, after he returned to Rome in 1815 from several years of 
captivity imposed by Napoleon Bonaparte, instituted this feast day in 
honour of the assistance which the Blessed Virgin had accorded the 
Church. Devotion to Our Lady, Help of Christians, was also spread by 
St John Bosco, who consecrated his Order of Salesian priests to her. 
And in Turin, beginning in 1865, he began to raise in her honour a vast 
and magnificent church. In 1844 Our Lady Help of Christians was 
declared by the Bishops of Australia to be Patroness of that country. 

Entrance Antiphon Who is this arising like the dawn, fair as the moon, 
resplendent as the sun, terrible as an army with banners (Cant. 6:10) 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, who placed the love of Our Lady, 
Help of Christians in the hearts of those who brought the Catholic faith 
to these shores, grant, through her intercession, wisdom to our leaders 
and integrity to our citizens, so that, under her protection, Australia may 
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know harmony, justice and peace. Through our Lord Jesus Christ your 
Son who lives and reigns... 

Scripture readings : Gen. 3:1-15,20; Eph. 3:14-19; Luke 8:19-21 

Jesus' mother and brothers came to see him, but they were not able to 
get near him because of the crowd. Someone told him, Your mother 
and brothers are standing outside, wanting to see you. He replied, My 
mother and brothers are those who hear God's word and put it into 
practice. (Luke 8:19-21) 

Mary Our Help Our Gospel passage mentions the mother of Jesus. 
During the last decades of the twentieth century there were various 
action-packed movies portraying women of force and violence. These 
women were every bit the match of forceful and violent men — I am 
thinking of women characters on the side of the law and fighting against 
crime. They were smart, athletic, superbly proficient in martial arts, 
gun-toting, and generally victorious. All this seemed to manifest a 
model of womanhood that included a strength and prowess that 
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successfully rivalled men on their own terrain. There was also to be 
noticed in certain theological discussions a marked criticism of the 
traditional place of Mary in the Christian life, as being demeaning to 
womanhood — because, it was thought, Mary was submissive, and 
therefore weak. In turn, this perceived weak and submissive persona of 
Mary in the Christian religion was considered to be responsible for the 
weakness of women in society, and indeed, for their being oppressed. 
Whatever we may say of that, it is clear from a careful look at Gospel 
texts that Mary was not weak. Apart from the texts, there is this to be 
considered. Mary was the true mother of Christ the son of God made 
man. While Christ’s person was divine with its divine nature, he had 
also his richly-endowed human nature. The natural gifts inherent in our 
human nature include qualities of temperament. Christ had, therefore, a 
certain natural temperament that was, at least in part, received from his 
mother. We speak of a person being like his father in certain respects, 
and like his mother in others. “He got his stubbornness from his 
mother,” we might say, and “his cool-headedness from his father.” Just 
as Christ’s temperament was magnificent in its strength before all 
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difficulties, so his mother’s temperament would have been magnificent 
— though not matching, of course, that of her divine and human son. 
You can tell the tree from its fruit, our Lord once said (Matthew 12: 
33), and our Lord was the blessed fruit of Mary’s womb. Therefore we 
may assume the magnificence of Mary, magnificent in strength, 
magnificent in fidelity, magnificent in her fulfilment of duty, 
magnificent in all her obscurity. She must have been a magnificent 
woman to have borne so magnificent a Man, and part of her 
magnificence, suffused by the Spirit, was strength in the face of 
adversity. 

This consideration aside, let us look at the Gospel text. There is 
one passage that gives us a glance at her inner soul. It is her extended 
praise of God for all that he had done for his people and for her. Our 
Gospel passage today which mentions the mother of Jesus awaiting 
Jesus outside is from St Luke, and it is Luke who reports for us Mary’s 
praise of God following on the words of Elizabeth to her. What does 
Mary praise in God? She praises his power and his mercy. There is 
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special praise for his defence of the weak against the oppressor. He has 
shown the might of his arm and has deposed the mighty from their 
thrones. He has defended the poor and sent the rich packing. He has 
defended and upheld his chosen people Israel. Mary especially rejoices 
in God as the Strength and Defender of the weak and defenceless. 
Mary rejoices in strength, a holy and moral strength, and we may 
suppose that this reflected her own great strength. In the Temple with 
the infant Jesus in her arms, she was told by Simeon that she would 
have a sword plunged into her soul. To be told this, and then to endure 
it, required strength. It is this feature which Mel Gibson’s movie, The 
Passion of the Christ, captured well — especially at the time of his 
Passion. The mother of Jesus was portrayed as a woman of superb 
strength as she followed her son on the way to Calvary. Mary was 
discreet but very strong. In Christ she is the help of man, and in 
particular the help of Christ’s disciples. So it is that in times of great 
difficulty, the heavenly intercession of Mary has been insistently 
sought. How could her prayers be refused by her Son? There have 
been moments of great drama in the history of peoples when the 
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intercession of Mary as the help of Christians has been ardently sought. 
Perhaps the most well-known of these is the great threat to Europe from 
Islamic forces in the second half of the sixteenth century. The 
European nations would not unite, but the Pope of the time — now a 
canonized saint — organised a coalition and began a campaign of 
prayer to Mary the mother of God. The clash occurred at Lepanto and 
the Islamic fleet was overwhelmed. It was the beginning of the turning 
of the tide against Islam. 

The great point is that Mary is the heavenly help of Christians. 
She is the Queen-mother and as we read in the Gospel account of the 
wedding feast of Cana, has the ear of her Son. All she did on that 
occasion was point to the need, and though it seemed to involve a 
change of Christ’s plan (“my time has not yet come”), a great miracle 
was quietly worked. Let us turn to Mary then, and ask her intercession 
against all the enemies of our life in Christ. Holy Mary, mother of God, 
pray for us sinners now, and at the hour of our death. Amen. 
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Feast of the Visitation of the Blessed Virgin Mary (May 31) 

The Visitation The Visitation is the encounter between Mary and 
her kinswoman Elizabeth. Elizabeth’s praise of Mary as “the mother of 
my Lord” can be viewed as the earliest Church’s devotion to Mary. As 
with all authentic devotion to Mary, Elizabeth’s words (expressing 
those of the Church) praise God for what God has done to Mary. Only 
secondly does she praise Mary for trusting God’s words. Then comes 
the Magnificat (Luke 1:46-55). Here Mary herself (like the Church) 
traces all her greatness to God’s mercy. 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 66 (65): 16 Come and hear, all who fear 

God; I will tell what the Lord did for my soul. 

Collect Almighty ever-living God, who, while the Blessed Virgin 
Mary was carrying your Son in her womb, inspired her to visit 
Elizabeth, grant us, we pray, that, faithful to the promptings of the 
Spirit, we may magnify your greatness with the Virgin Mary at all 
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times. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns 
with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever 

Scripture today : Zephaniah 3:14-18 or Romans 12:9-16; 

Psalm Isaiah 12:2-6; Luke 1:39-56 

At that time Mary got ready and hurried to a town in the hill country of 
Judea, where she entered Zechariah's home and greeted Elizabeth. 
When Elizabeth heard Mary's greeting, the child leaped in her womb, 
and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit. In a loud voice she 
exclaimed: Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the child you 
will bear! But why am I so favoured, that the mother of my Lord should 
come to me? As soon as the sound of your greeting reached my ears, 
the child in my womb leaped for joy. Blessed is she who has believed 
that what the Lord has said to her will be accomplished! And Mary 
scud: My soul glorifies the Lord and my spirit rejoices in God my 
Saviour, for he has looked upon his lowly servant. From now on cdl 
generations will ccdl me blessed, for the Mighty One has done great 
things for me — holy is his name. His mercy extends to those who fear 
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him, from generation to generation. He has performed mighty deeds 
with his arm; he has scattered those who are proud in their inmost 
thoughts. He has brought down rulers from their thrones but has lifted 
up the humble. He has filled the hungry with good things but has sent 
the rich away empty. He has helped his servant Israel, remembering to 
be merciful to Abraham and his descendants for ever, even as he said to 
our fathers. Mary stayed with Elizabeth for about three months and 
then returned home. (Luke 1:39-56) 

Mary’s Prayer St Luke, who at the beginning of his Gospel informs 
us that he has carefully gone over the “ events that have taken place 
among us ” (Luke 1:1-4), reports for us both the salutation of Elizabeth 
and the lyrical response that came forth from Mary. Elizabeth’s 
inspired words of praise for Mary that she is blessed among women and 
that her child is also blessed undoubtedly reflect the praise for the 
mother of Christ and her child in the infant Church. For very many 
centuries Elizabeth’s salutation has been part of the highly sanctioned 
Hail Mary prayer. It unites Mary with her child and extols both as 
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being blessed. Mary’s response of praise and gratitude to God is 
traditionally called the Magnificat from the first word of the Latin, 
Magnificat anima mea dominum — my soul glorifies the Lord! As with 
much of his Infancy narrative, Luke could only have gained (directly or 
indirectly) his knowledge of this scene and of the utterances he reports 
from the lips of Mary herself. Mary was his great “eyewitness,” and 
one may surmise that this prayer was one she knew well. Perhaps it 
was a prayer she had already been forming in her young heart and 
which suddenly came together under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit 
on this occasion. Perhaps she continued to use it in her indescribably 
rich life of prayer thereafter. Be that as it may, it is a profoundly rich 
prayer indeed, one which provides a window into the soul of the mother 
of Christ and a window into the ways of God as presented in the sweep 
of the Scriptures. For those who have not been taught to love Mary just 
as Christ her Son himself loved her, but who nevertheless have a love 
for the Scriptures, a consideration of this prayer may help them to come 
to know her. The salutation of Elizabeth is prayed regularly in the Hail 
Mary prayer, and the Magnificat of Mary is prayed in the official daily 
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Evening Prayer of the Church. So then, let us consider Mary’s words to 
God. 


Mary’s heart is filled with praise and gratitude to God. Her 
spirit is filled with joy in the Lord. She magnifies the Lord. Amid all 
her tribulations deriving from the tribulations of her Son, Mary was, 
like her Son, profoundly joyful. My spirit rejoices in God my saviour. 
She is his servant, and he, her Lord, her God and her Saviour, has 
looked upon her who is lowly. She is lowly before God and she 
proclaims his greatness. God is great! His works proclaim this fact 
both in her own life and in the life of God’s people. He is the Mighty 
One, and holy is his name. He has looked upon her and as a result all 
generations will call her blessed. And so it has been. Mary is the 
blessed one, the blessed Virgin Mary who is full of grace. The single 
greatest thing to be said of her is that in every possible respect and 
without any qualification, the Lord is with her. All this is a mercy. In 
this she is the embodiment of all that God has done for his chosen 


people, and in her prayer Mary cannot help but review the merciful 
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works of God for his servant Israel. Just as Mary is the servant of the 
Lord, so too is Israel “his servant.” But consider what God has done, 
she cries. “ He has performed mighty deeds with his arm; he has 
scattered those who are proud in their inmost thoughts. He has brought 
down rulers from their thrones but has lifted up the humble. He has 
filled the hungry with good things but has sent the rich away empty.” 
God is the strong one and he takes his stand by the humble and the 
weak and those who fear him. Above and beyond all, God is a God rich 
in mercy. “He has helped his servant Israel, remembering to be 
merciful to Abraham and his descendants for ever.” By reading and 
meditating on the prayer of Mary we not only come to know and love 
the mother of Jesus, but we come to know the essential lineaments of 
the ways of God. The prayer of Mary provides us with a key to God’s 
character as revealed in the Scriptures. God is great, he is holy, and 
very especially he is merciful. 

The event of the visit of Mary to her kinswoman is meditated on 
whenever we pray the second decade of the joyful mysteries of the 
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Rosary. When praying the Hail Mary during that decade, we repeat 
prayerfully the words of Elizabeth to Mary who had just arrived. 
Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. 
Let us treasure both the Hail Mary and the Rosary. Let us also often 
pray with Mary her prayer as given in St Luke’s account. It is one of 
the very greatest prayers of the Scriptures, expressing its very soul. 

-- 
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The Birth of Saint John the Baptist (June 24) 

Bom six months before our Lord, St. John the Baptist was the son of 
Zechariah and Elizabeth, our Lady's cousin. He was the last and 
greatest of the prophets. As the forerunner of the Saviour, he had the 
mission of preparing the Jews for the coming of Christ. When Jesus had 
come, St. John bore witness to him before his own followers and 
encouraged them to follow him. 

Entrance Antiphon Jn 1:6-7; Lk 1:17 A man was sent from God, 
whose name was John. He came to testify to the light, to prepare a 
people fit for the Lord. 

Collect O God, who raised up Saint John the Baptist to make ready a 
nation fit for Christ the Lord, give your people, we pray, the grace of 
spiritual joys and direct the hearts of all the faithful into the way of 
salvation and peace. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 


ever and ever. 
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Scripture today : Isaiah 49:1-6; Psalm 139: lb-3, 13-15; 

Acts 13:22-26; Luke 1:57-66, 80 

When it was time for Elizabeth to have her baby, she gave birth to a 
son. Her neighbours and relatives heard that the Lord had shown her 
great mercy, and they shared her joy. On the eighth day they came to 
circumcise the child, and they were going to name him after his father 
Zechariah, but his mother spoke up and said, No! He is to be called 
John. They said to her, There is no-one among your relatives who has 
that name. Then they made signs to his father, to find out what he 
would like to name the child. He asked for a writing tablet, and to 
everyone's astonishment he wrote, His name is John. Immediately his 
mouth was opened and his tongue was loosed, and he began to speak, 
praising God. The neighbours were cdl filled with awe, and throughout 
the hill country of Judea people were talking about cdl these things. 
Everyone who heard this wondered about it, asking, What then is this 
child going to be? For the Lord's hand was with him. And the child 
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grew and became strong in spirit; and he lived in the desert until he 
appeared publicly to Israel. (Luke 1:57-66, 80) 

Mercy Our Gospel today narrates the occasion of the birth of John 
the Baptist which brought great joy to his parents. Having a son was 
the fulfilment of their dreams, and for that they were profoundly 
grateful to God. The circumstances of his conception and birth were 
full of portents for the future, and Zechariah had been the recipient of 
them. He had been favoured by a visit from the Angel with a message 
from God about the child whom he and his wife were soon to have. At 
the child’s birth, Zechariah gave to him the name the Angel had 
indicated, and at this his power of speech returned. It was joy upon joy, 
and “the child grew and became strong in spirit; and he lived in the 
desert until he appeared publicly to Israel ” (Luke 1:57-66, 80). The 
Lord’s hand was with him. What can we say about this series of 
events? It was nothing other than the work of God. God was 
intervening in history and was preparing a great prophet who would 
prepare the way for the coming of the Messiah. Our Lord told his 
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disciples on one occasion (soon after his own Transfiguration) that John 
the Baptist was the promised Elijah, and the Angel Gabriel had told 
Zechariah that John would prepare for the Lord’s coming 11 in the spirit 
and power of an Elijah .” Behind this drumbeat of divine power was a 
great and consoling reality. It was the mercy of God, and it is this that I 
suggest we think of as we think of the birthday of John the Baptist. We 
read in our passage that at his birth, Elizabeth’s “ neighbours and 
relatives heard that the Lord had shown her great mercy, and they 
shared her joy." It was perceived by them as an act of divine mercy. 
Some nine months before, the Angel had said to Zechariah that God 
was answering his prayer. A son was to be born to him, one who would 
bring “joy and gladness ” to him, one who would be fdled with the Holy 
Spirit and who would prepare for the Lord a people fit for him. 

That all this is seen by Zechariah to be a divine mercy is shown 
in his prayer offered when his speech was returned to him. The prayer 
of Zechariah comes immediately after our passage today (Luke 1:57-66, 
80) and throws light on its meaning. His child was now born and he 
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knew that he would be great in the sight of the Lord, for the Angel had 
told him so. Zechariah, filled with the Holy Spirit, now spoke in 
prophecy. The birth of his great son was due to a visitation by the Lord, 
the God of Israel. It would lead to “the redemption ” of his people. This 
was the “ merciful design ” God had long had, expressed by “an oath to 
our father Abraham'". Such “was the merciful kindness of our God." So 
the prophecy of Zechariah, uttered by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, 
reveals that behind this birth was the good news that God is rich in 
mercy and that he would save his people from their sins. The key to the 
event, then, was the mercy of God , his active and effective compassion 
in coming to the aid of his people in need. Our passage today ends with 
the significant observation that indeed, the hand of the Lord was with 
the boy as he grew. “ What then is this child going to be?" they asked, 
and Luke adds, “ For the Lord's hand was with him." The hand of the 
Lord had been at work ever since the promise had been given to 
Abraham long before, that in him all the nations would be blessed. The 
patriarchs had experienced the hand of the Lord, as had Moses and the 
prophets. Now the hand of the Lord was at work in earnest as the 



2565 


countdown began. A cluster of holy yet hidden persons was being 
raised up. There was Mary, humble and obscure. She was the greatest 
of them all, full of grace. There was her spouse, Joseph, the most just 
man. There were Elizabeth and Zechariah. Out of the latter couple had 
come John. Soon there would be the Messiah himself. The redemption 
of the world was at hand and it was all due to the mercy of God. God is 
revealed as a God rich in mercy. 

The hand of the Lord was at work in the birth of John the Baptist 
and it was at work as he grew and prepared for his mission of preparing 
the way of the Lord. That same divine hand, full of mercy for each and 
all of his children, is at work in our lives too. Let us entrust ourselves 
to the mercy of God and, like John, follow the path of obedience to his 
will. Mercy is at the heart of the universe and is its sustaining hand. 
Let us make God and his mercy the foundation and guide of our life, 
and resolve to be like him by showing mercy and compassion to others. 
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Solemnity of Saints Peter and Paul, Apostles (June 29) 

Peter and Paul are the principal pillars of the Church of Rome. 

Peter was chosen by Christ to be his first Vicar on earth; he was 
endowed with powers of the keys of the kingdom of heaven (Mt 16: 
13-19) and charged with the role of Shepherd of Christ's flock Un 21: 
15-17). Divine grace led Peter to profess Christ's divinity. St. Peter 
suffered martyrdom under Nero, in about the year 64 AD. He was 
buried at the hill of the Vatican where excavations have revealed his 
tomb on the site of St Peter’s Basilica. 

Paul was chosen to form part of the apostolic college (without being 
one of the Twelve) by Christ himself. His mission was to bring Christ’s 
name to the Gentiles. He was beheaded in the Tre Fontane along the 


Via Ostiense and buried under the Basilica of his name. 
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Entrance Antiphon These are the ones who, living in the flesh, planted 
the Church with their blood; they drank the chalice of the Lord and 
became the friends of God. 

Collect O God, who on the Solemnity of the Apostles Peter and Paul 
give us the noble and holy joy of this day, grant, we pray, that your 
Church may in all things follow the teaching of those through whom 
she received the beginnings of right religion. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 12:1-11; Psalm34:2-9 

2 Timothy 4:6-8, 17-18; Matthew 16:13-19 

When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his 
disciples, Who do people say the Son of Man is? They replied, Some 
say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others, Jeremiah or 
one of the prophets. But what about you? he asked. Who do you say I 
am? Simon Peter answered, You are the Christ, the Son of the living 
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God. Jesus replied, Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was 
not revealed to you by man, but by my Father in heaven. And I tell you 
that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the 
gates of Hades will not overcome it. I will give you the keys of the 
kingdom of heaven; whatever you bind on earth will be bound in 
heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. 
(Matthew 16:13-19) 

The Rock Our Gospel passage today has to be regarded as one of the 
most pivotal passages in the Gospels. By means of the “signs” of his 
miracles and by the authority of his preaching our Lord, from the 
beginning of his ministry, had been gradually revealing the divinity and 
messianic nature of his person. Christ pointed to himself and invited all 
to have faith in him. This faith would save them — that was the 
message of his preaching and of his miracles. In response to his 
unfolding claims, he was relentlessly attacked by many of the scribes, 
the Pharisees, the Sadducees and the chief priests. In the Gospel of St 


John we read that the leaders wanted to kill him because, not content 
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with breaking the Sabbath, he spoke of God as his own Father, and so 
made himself equal to God. The issue was himself and who he was. 
This was the overriding factor in his condemnation, his passion and his 
death. So in a certain sense, humanly speaking much of the success of 
our Lord’s life and mission hinged on the Twelve arriving at a firm 
faith in who he really was. Mysteriously, it was the divine plan that 
salvation depended on faith in him. Just before he ascended into 
heaven, our Lord commanded the disciples to go to the whole world 
and make disciples of all the nations. He added that the one who 
believes will be saved. Faith in Christ’s person and word and teaching 
is the divinely intended foundation. For this reason our Gospel passage 
today is pivotal because in it we have our Lord asking his disciples who 
they said he was. Simon Peter spoke on their behalf. Jesus is the Christ 
the Son of the living God. This is the teaching of the Gospels, of the 
New Testament and of the Christian religion, and our Lord tells Simon 
that he had been taught this by the heavenly Father. This truth, revealed 
by Jesus and by the Father through the power of the Holy Spirit, is the 


foundation of the life of the Christian and of Christ’s Church. Jesus is 
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the Messiah, the Christ predicted by the Old Testament and presented 
by the New. He is above all the divine Son of the living God. It is to 
the proclamation of this doctrine that the Church dedicates herself. 

But there is a second fundamental truth intimately connected 
with this which our Lord immediately proceeds to reveal. It is the truth 
of Christ’s Church and of its constitution. Christ cannot be separated 
from the Church he founded. It is not the plan of God that man have 
faith in Jesus and yet reject or ignore his Church, for the Church is his 
creation and, indeed, as St Paul teaches, it is his body. On the way to 
Damascus St Paul was converted by Christ, who asked Paul, why are 
you persecuting me? In persecuting his Church, Paul was persecuting 
him. It was a lesson Paul never forgot, and in our Gospel passage today 
(Matthew 16:13-19) our Lord, having heard Simon’s profession of faith 
in his person as messiah and divine Son, proceeded immediately to 
establish the visible foundation of his Church. Simon, Christ tells him, 
is now to be Peter, the Rock of his Church. On him would he build his 
Church. That Church, of course, would have as its abiding inner 
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Reality and purpose the person of Jesus himself. To Simon he was 
giving the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and so to enter the kingdom 
one must go to Simon and have the doors unlocked. Therefore in God’s 
plan entrance to the kingdom comes by way of entry to his Church, and 
the keys are held in the hands of the Church’s divinely-appointed Rock, 
who is Simon. On Simon he conferred the power to bind and to loose, 
with the promise that whenever he did bind and loose his decision 
would be ratified in heaven. This fundamental role in the Church 
continues, by divine appointment, to be exercised generation after 
generation by Simon’s successors, the popes. The successor of Saint 
Peter in each age holds the keys to the kingdom of heaven and 
according as he binds and frees, so is his decision ratified in heaven. 
What this really means is that Christ who is the head and spouse of the 
Church is present and active in the ministry of Peter and his successors, 
and the Twelve and their successors. Our Gospel passage today is 
indeed pivotal because in it is revealed the doctrine of Christ and his 


Church. 
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In a certain sense it can be said that Christianity is a matter 
between me and Jesus, and that it depends on my personal faith in him. 
But in a very real sense this is mistaken if by this we mean to exclude 
the indispensable role of the Church which Christ built on the rock that 
was Simon Peter. The kingdom of heaven is none other than Jesus 
himself and we enter his kingdom by entering into union with him. But 
for this to happen the keys to this kingdom which is union with him 
must be used. The door must be unlocked, and by Christ’s decision it is 
Simon who holds those keys, though others in their measure share in 
the work of using the keys. It is pre-eminently Simon who unlocks the 
door with the keys. On this feast of Saints Peter and Paul let us 
celebrate both Christ and his body the Church, for in Christ and his 
Church do I find salvation and sanctification. 
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Feast of St Thomas the Apostle (July 3) 

Among the apostles, Thomas is remembered mainly for his doubts 
about the resurrection of Christ, and then for his climactic and 
magnificent profession of faith. Eight days after the Resurrection, he 
made up for his unbelief with a profession of faith, "My Lord and my 
God!" (Jn 20:28). According to tradition, he preached the Gospel in 
India, where he was martyred. 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 118 (117):28, 21 You are my God, and I 
confess you; you are my God, and I exalt you; I will thank you, for you 
became my Saviour. 

Collect Grant, almighty God, that we may glory in the Feast of the 
blessed Apostle Thomas, so that we may always be sustained by his 
intercession and, believing, may have life in the name of Jesus Christ 
your Son, whom Thomas acknowledged as the Lord. Who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 


ever. 



2574 


Scripture today : Ephesians 2:19-22; Psalm 116; John 20:24-29 

Now Thomas (called Didymus), one of the Twelve, was not with the 
disciples when Jesus came. So the other disciples told him, We have 
seen the Lord! But he said to them, Unless I see the nail marks in his 
hands and put my finger where the nails were, and put my hand into his 
side, I will not believe it. A week later his disciples were in the house 
again, and Thomas was with them. Though the doors were locked, 
Jesus came and stood among them and said, Peace be with you! Then 
he said to Thomas, Put your finger here; see my hands. Reach out your 
hand and put it into my side. Stop doubting and believe. Thomas said 
to him, My Lord and my God! Then Jesus told him, Because you have 
seen me, you have believed; blessed are those who have not seen and 
yet have believed. (John 20: 24-29) 

Disposition It is quite reasonable to believe what you see, provided 
you recdly do see what you think you are seeing. I am out hunting 
rabbits that are proving to be a great pest and I see something move 
which appears to be a rabbit and I fire my gun. I hit what turns out to 



2575 


be the neighbour’s valuable sheep dog. I realize then that I did not see a 
rabbit, but something which I much too quickly interpreted to be a 
rabbit. It was probably not reasonable to have shot at the moving object 
because I did not make sure I had seen it clearly. So just because I 
think I have seen something it does not necessarily mean that I have. 
Nevertheless the general principle may be taken to be correct that it is 
reasonable to believe what we do in fact see. This having been said, 
there is however a profound limitation in modern culture and 
philosophy. It is to limit what we believe to be real to what we can see. 
That is to say, we tend to insist that things be empirically verifiable 
before we allow it to be believable. In much of life this is a perfectly 
reasonable working principle. It governs much of law and admissible 
legal evidence. But if we are dealing with matters that in the nature of 
the case cannot be verified empirically, then it is not reasonable. It is 
not unreasonable to suggest the hypothesis of a transcendent and non 
material Maker and Sustainer of the universe. If the existence of this 
Creator is to be demonstrated, in the nature of the case it cannot be by 
empirical testing. Demonstration of the existence of a Reality such as 
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this must come by a different kind of reasoning. But there is another 
scenario to the question of verifiability. Yes, God is beyond the 
empirical and is inaccessible to sense experience. But he became man, 
and in his humanity aspects of his reality became empirically verifiable. 
That is to say, in his humanity God could be seen, touched and heard. 
Critical to the perception of his divinity was the observation of his 
personal holiness, his unassailable wisdom, and his power shown in his 
miraculous works, the greatest of which was his rising from the dead. 
His rising from the dead was empirically verified because he was seen, 
heard and touched. But this introduces the most important factor of all, 
that of personal readiness or disposition of the observer. 

Enter the case of Thomas, who in the event attained a 
magnificent faith in the divinity of Jesus Christ (John 20: 24-29). We 
are told in our passage that Thomas “was not with the disciples when 
Jesus came’'’ on the evening of the very day he rose from the dead. Not 
only had the group seen, heard and felt the risen Jesus in his flesh, but 
others had too. Mary Magdalene had, so had the two disciples on the 
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way to Emmaus, so had Simon, and possibly others had too. And yet, 
Thomas, who knew his companions so well and who knew the Master 
so well, refused to believe their testimony. In the case of the 
resurrection of Christ there had been, we might say, empirical tests. 
Many had actually seen him with their own eyes, had felt him and had 
heard him, despite their group refusal to believe the first witnesses. 
Thomas adamantly refused to believe and insisted that unless he himself 
administered the empirical tests, he would continue to reject their 
testimony. Why did he do this? The only reason possible is that he was 
simply indisposed to believe. Because of prior fundamental 
assumptions and prejudices he did not have the readiness to accept 
reasonable testimony. He took it as absolutely impossible that what 
they were asserting could be true - despite their united testimony. That 
was his starting point and his whole position was built on that. It was 
itself not a verifiable nor demonstrable position. It was simply an 
assumption, an assumed starting point, a first principle which proved in 
the event to be entirely mistaken. It was similar to the assumption of 
the Apostles themselves when they were brought word by the initial 
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witness (Mary Magdalene) that she had seen and spoken to the risen 
Jesus. They refused to believe her. It was impossible, for Christ had 
truly died. When Christ did appear to them, he rebuked them for failing 
to believe the testimony they had been given. At the very least, it was 
not reasonable — in view of who he had shown himself to be, in view 
of his own prior predictions, and in view of the credible testimony of 
the witnesses. 

The example of Thomas shows how a prior disposition can 
prove to be a tremendous obstacle to faith in the risen living Jesus. Our 
starting points and first principles are so very important not only for 
faith in Christ but for growth in this faith. The great question is, where 
are we coming from? That may be hidden from our sight, but it is of 
immense importance in the matter of religious faith. We must pray that 
by his grace God will lay the foundation that he knows is right and best, 
and that by his grace we will build on that foundation. We must pray for 
the grace that will make of us good soil. Let this mind be in you , St Paul 
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writes, that was in Christ Jesus. So we must put on the mind of Christ. 
Let that be our prayer. 


■rb»©®dv 
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Feast of St Mary Magdalene (July 22) 


Saint Mary Magdalene . (July 22) She was one of Christ’s disciples and is 
described as one freed by our Lord of seven devils. She was one of his few 
disciples present at his death and burial. On the morning of his resurrection 
she went to his tomb and found it empty, and remaining behind was the first of 
those recorded in the Gospel of St John to whom the risen redeemer 
appeared. He asked her to announce his resurrection to the apostles. Devotion 
to her spread throughout the Western Church especially in the twelfth century. 

Entrance Antiphon Jn 20:17 The Lord said to Mary Magdalene: Go to 
my brothers and tell them: I am going to my Father and your Father, to 
my God and your God. 

Collect O God, whose Only Begotten Son entrusted Mary Magdalene 
before all others with announcing the great joy of the Resurrection, 
grant, we pray, that through her intercession and example we may 
proclaim the living Christ and come to see him reigning in your glory. 
Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, 


for ever and ever. 
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Scripture today : Song of Songs 3:1-4; Psalm 62; John 20:1-2, 11-18 

Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary 
Magdalene went to the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed 
from the entrance. So she came running to Simon Peter and the other 
disciple, the one Jesus loved, and said, They have taken the Lord out of 
the tomb, and we don’t know where they have put him! But Mary stood 
outside the tomb weeping. As she wept, she bent over to look into the 
tomb and saw two angels in white, seated where Jesus ’ body had been, 
one at the head and the other at the feet. They asked her, Woman, why 
are you weeping? They have taken my Lord away, she said, and I don ’t 
know where they have put him. At this, she turned round and saw Jesus 
standing there, but she did not realise that it was Jesus. Woman, he 
scud, why are you weeping? Who is it you are looking for? Thinking he 
was the gardener, she said, Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me 
where you have put him, and I will get him. Jesus said to her, Mary. 
She turned towards him and cried out in Hebrew, Rabboni! (which 
means Teacher). Jesus said, Do not hold on to me, for I have not yet 
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returned to the Father. Go instead to my brothers and tell them, 7 am 
returning to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God. ’ 
Mary Magdalene went to the disciples with the news: / have seen the 
Lord! And she told them that he had said these things to her. 
(John 20:1-2, 11-18) 

Grounded in Love One of the features of St John’s Gospel (from 
which is drawn our Gospel passage for today’s feast) is its wonderful 
detail. St John does not provide us with a plethora of incidents and 
events in his Gospel. Rather, he prefers to go into the factual detail and 
religious meaning of a select few. He also provides important additions 
to the accounts of the earlier synoptic Gospels. We notice that while the 
three synoptics give space to Peter’s following and denial of Christ 
during his Passion, John adds that he (“another disciple”) was with 
Peter and enabled him to enter the court of the high priest where his 
denial then occurred. Again, in the Gospel of St Matthew, we read that 
at the scene of Golgotha many women were there, including Mary 
Magdalene - but there is no mention of the presence of the Mother of 
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Jesus and St John himself. It is the same with Mark and Luke. It is St 
John who especially cites the presence of the mother of Jesus and 
himself among them. While Matthew says that the many women were 
looking on from afar , a few of them must have drawn near to the Cross, 
for John reveals that, hanging from the Cross, Christ spoke his mother 
and to himself with great significance. Importantly for our feast today, 
all the Gospels show that Mary Magdalene was with Christ to the last. 
While almost all the Apostles had fled, she was one of those who 
followed to the terrible end. 

This brings us to our Gospel scene and to a consideration of the 
subject of today’s feast, Mary of Magdala. We read in the Acts of the 
Apostles (1:22) that, following the Ascension, Peter asked that some 
disciple who had been with the Lord Jesus from the beginning be 
elected to take Judas’s place - and this elected disciple would “ become 
with us a witness to his resurrection’'. Well, Mary of Magdala was a 
witness to the resurrection of the Lord to the Apostles themselves. She 
was a witness to this pivotal event prior to them - and this as 
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commissioned by the risen Jesus himself. She it was who ran to tell 
Simon Peter and John of the empty tomb. A little later, she it was who 
was directed by the risen Jesus to tell his “brethren”, the Apostles, of 
her having seen and spoken with him, of his having risen from the dead, 
and of his ascending now to the Father. John narrates this with great 
detail and fondness. But the most winning feature of this Gospel 
passage is its portrayal of the wonderful love for Jesus Christ possessed 
by Mary Magdalene. She is at the tomb of Jesus Christ as soon as is 
possible - early, while it was still dark - after the completion of the 
Sabbath. She is dedicated heart and soul to the person of Jesus in death. 
She remains at the empty tomb weeping, after Peter and John had gone. 
Then follows the beautiful dialogue between her and the risen Jesus. 
Her love for him is grounded in her absolute faith in who he is, and in 
his profoundly personal love for her. 

The fundamental point about Mary Magdalene, great saint as she 
is, is that Jesus Christ loved her. She was the object of God’s personal 
choice. St Paul writes that before the world began, God chose us in 
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Christ to be holy and full of love in his sight. He writes elsewhere that 
Christ loved me and gave himself up for me. Mary Magdalene would 
have said the same. In his Letter, St John writes that God is love. Mary 
of Magdala would have said the same. We read in one of the Gospels 
that Christ had delivered her from seven demons - he then led her to 
great sanctity. Let us take our cue from her and seek all our lives to 
follow Jesus Christ generously and with great love. 

-- 
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Feast of St James the Greater, Apostle (July 25) 


St James the Greater Often called "the Greater" because of Mark's 
reference to the other apostle James as "the younger James" (Mk 
15:40), he was the son of Zebedee, and was called by Jesus together 
with his brother John. James was one of the three apostles, along with 
Peter and John, who witnessed the Transfiguration (Mt 17:1-2) and the 
agony in the Garden of Gethsemane (Mt 26:37-46). James was 
condemned to death by Agrippa I and beheaded in the year 42, the first 
martyr among the apostles. He is listed by St Paul as one of the three 
“pillars”. 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Mt 4:18, 21 As he walked by the Sea of 
Galilee, Jesus saw James the son of Zebedee and John his brother 
mending their nets and he called them. 

Collect Almighty ever living God, who consecrated the first fruits of 
your Apostles by the blood of Saint James, grant, we pray, that your 
Church may be strengthened by his confession of faith and constantly 
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sustained by his protection. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, 
for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 2 Corinthians 4:7-15; Psalm 126: lbc-6; 

Matthew 20:20-28 

Then the mother of Zebedee's sons came to Jesus with her sons and, 
kneeling down, asked a favour of him. What is it you want? he asked. 
She said, Grant that one of these two sons of mine may sit at your right 
and the other at your left in your kingdom. You don't know what you 
are asking, Jesus said to them. Can you drink the cup I am going to 
drink? We can, they answered. Jesus said to them, You will indeed 
drink from my cup, but to sit at my right or left is not for me to grant. 
These places belong to those for whom they have been prepared by my 
Father. When the ten heard about this, they were indignant with the 
two brothers. Jesus called them together and said, You know that the 
rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their high officials exercise 
authority over them. Not so with you. Instead, whoever wants to 



2588 


become great among you must be your serx’ant, and whoever wants to 
be first must be your slave —just as the Son of Man did not come to be 
served, but to serx’e, and to give his life as a ransom for many. 
(Matthew 20:20-28) 

James (and John) Our Gospel passage today begins with the focus 
on two of our Lord’s best disciples. That they were among his best is 
shown by the fact that on various occasions our Lord took them and 
Simon apart from the others to accompany him on special occasions. 
We remember how when our Lord was taken to the house of the little 
girl who had died, he took with him Simon Peter and the two brothers 
James and John. In their presence he raised her from the dead. We 
remember how in the Garden of Gethsemane our Lord took with him 
Peter, James and John apart with him and in their presence (though they 
fell asleep) he underwent his Agony prior to his passion, sweating blood 
as he prayed to his heavenly Father. We remember how St Paul refers 
to them as the pillars of the infant Church in Jerusalem. So they loved 
Jesus greatly, and our Lord had a title for the two brothers: they were 
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“sons of thunder.'' This may have been a genial nickname our Lord 
gave them because their ardent commitment to him — they once asked 
our Lord if they could call down on a Samaritan village fire from 
heaven because of its rebuff of him on their way to Jerusalem. So here 
in our Gospel passage we have the two brothers, James and John 
together with their mother, approaching Jesus. The mother in this case 
speaks on behalf of the three and it is a great favour she and they are 
asking. She asks for first places at his side for her sons when he comes 
in his glory. Let us notice our Lord’s love for them shown in the 
interested way he asks what she wants of him. Let us notice as well 
their love for and faith in Jesus. He was the Messiah. There was no 
doubt about this in their minds. The Kingdom of God was coming, and 
he was the Messiah-King. They want to be intimately associated with 
him in this, right up front, before all others. There was a certain 
personal interest in this request, but above all there was love and 
resolve. The first thing we should draw from this scene is the example 
of a loving resolve to follow Christ through to his glory together with a 


profession of this to Christ himself. 
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But of course they did not, as our Lord immediately pointed out, 
know what they were asking. The mysterious plan of God was that the 
path to glory was through suffering. The Son of Man had to suffer so as 
to enter his glory. Why was this so? We are not told. Nor does our 
Lord explain to the two young disciples before him why this was so. 
He simply says, You do not know what you are asking for. Then he 
puts the question to them directly: Can you drink the cup that I must 
drink? They answered unhesitatingly: We can (Matthew 20:20-28). 
This was a magnificent response, for it said that they were prepared to 
follow him wherever he chose to go. The wonderful thing was that it 
drew from our Lord the assurance that they would indeed drink his cup. 
Our Lord could see that they had it in them to follow him in his path of 
suffering through to the end. But of course that would not be so 
immediately. At the arrest of our Lord in the Garden of Gethsemane 
they all fled, even though John then followed our Lord during his 
passion, but quietly. He stood with Mary not far from the cross as 
Christ died. James was not there. Nor was Peter who during the Last 
Supper likewise (at the Last Supper) professed his readiness to follow 
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our Lord whatever might be the cost. But they and Simon too would in 
due course follow our Lord to the end, with the aid of the Holy Spirit 
who would be sent to them all. Here in our scene today our Lord 
assures the two that they would drink his cup. So they were true 
disciples, even though they had a long way to go in the purification of 
their faith and love and understanding. There was another among the 
Twelve to whom our Lord would not have given the answer he gave to 
the two brothers. That was Judas: he would not drink of the cup of that 
Christ would drink. He left Christ when it became apparent that the 
Messiah he had chosen to follow, and to whom he had been called, was 
a Suffering Servant and that his Kingdom was not of this world. 

Our Gospel today reminds us of what it means to be a follower 
of Christ - St James the Greater is a pre-eminent model for us. The 
disciple of Christ recognizes Jesus as the Messiah, the Son of the Living 
God. He loves Christ who lives now in glory and he knows that the 
following of him means drinking of the cup that he drank. This means 
being united with Christ in making the will of God the object of every 
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aspect of life. Let us pray for the grace so to love Christ that we will be 
able to drink of the cup from which he drank. This is the path that leads 
to being with Christ in his glory. 


■<b»©«dv 
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Saint Martha (July 29) 

Martha Martha, Mary and their brother Lazarus were close friends of 
Jesus. He came to their home as a beloved and esteemed guest. The 
sisters feel free to call on Jesus at their brother’s death, even though a 
return to Judea at that time seems almost certain death. Martha was an 
active person. On one occasion (Luke 10:38-42) she prepares the meal 
for Jesus and forthrightly complains about her sister: All hands should 
pitch in to help with the dinner. Martha’s glory is her statement of faith 
in Jesus after her brother’s death. " Jesus told her, 7 am the 
resurrection and the life; whoever believes in me, even if he dies, will 
live, and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you 
believe this? ’ She said to him, ‘Yes, Lord. I have come to believe that 
you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one who is coming into the 
world’" (John 11:25-27). 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Lk 10:38 Jesus entered a village, where a 


woman named Martha welcomed him into her home. 
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Collect Almighty ever living God, whose Son was pleased to be 
welcomed in Saint Martha’s house as a guest, grant, we pray, that 
through her intercession, serving Christ faithfully in our brothers and 
sisters, we may merit to be received by you in the halls of heaven. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Jeremiah 14:17-22; Psalm 79:8, 9, 11 and 13; 

John 11:19-27 or Luke 10:38-42 

Many Jews had come to Martha and Mary to comfort them in the loss of 
their brother. When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went out 
to meet him, but Mary stayed at home. Lord, Martha scad to Jesus, if 
you had been here, my brother would not have died. But / know that 
even now God will give you whatever you ask. Jesus said to her, Your 
brother will rise again. Martha answered, I know he will rise again in 
the resurrection at the last day. Jesus said to her, / am the resurrection 
and the life. He who believes in me will live, even though he dies; and 
whoever lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this? 
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Yes, Lord, she told him, l believe that you are the Christ, the Son of 
God, who was to come into the world. (John 11:19-27) 

Martha Our passage from the Gospel of St John today, selected by 
the Church for the memorial of St Martha, is a gem. It is so instructive 
about our Lord himself, and about Martha whose words are given to us. 
The Gospel tells us that our Lord loved Lazarus, Mary and Martha. 
They were very close to our Lord indeed, which itself shows that they 
themselves were truly his disciples and on the way to holiness. We may 
assume that they were great Christians in the infant Church, though 
there is no indication that they were among its leaders. In this sense 
they may be regarded as models for the lay member of Christ’s faithful. 
Furthermore, it is interesting to notice that it is Martha who is honoured 
as a saint in the Church’s liturgical year (today) — which is not to say 
that the other two were not saints, but they are not celebrated formally 
as such. This too is instructive. All are called to holiness of life, even 
though not all of the saints in heaven are held up formally by the 


Church as canonized models. Martha is honoured as a saint, even 



2596 


though in Luke’s Gospel (10: 38-42) our Lord gently corrects her in her 
busy and distracted service of him, and praises her sister Mary for what 
she is doing at that point. But Martha is a great disciple of Christ and it 
is the magnificence of her faith in our Lord which St John holds up 
before the reader in his account of the raising of Lazarus - from which 
our passage today is drawn. As the one reporting that dramatic event, 
John would have heard her testimony. So let us contemplate the scene. 
She had sent for our Lord because her brother was gravely sick. She 
loved her brother, as did Mary her sister. Our Lord having arrived, she 
came to him and said that if only he had come earlier her brother would 
now be alive. This profession of faith drew from our Lord a request for 
greater faith; Your brother will rise again, he said. She responded by 
saying that yes, she knew that he would rise at the final resurrection 
(and let us remember that the Sadducees, for instance, did not believe in 
the resurrection). But our Lord was asking for more than this. He 
wanted faith in himself and made a claim that is unique in all of the 
Scriptures: "Jesus said to her, / am the resurrection and the life. He 
who believes in me will live, even though he dies; and whoever lives 
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and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?" (John 
11:19-27) 

No prophet or priest or king had made such a claim, made here 
before Martha who represented so well the faith of the Chosen People. 
Life is to be found in him and he gives eternal life to the one who 
believes in him. We remember how our Lord stated that he had come 
to give life, life in abundance. He told his disciples that he is the Way, 
the Truth and the Life. St John writes in the prologue to his Gospel that 
in him was life and that life was the light of men. There is nothing 
more precious than life, and what a prospect it is to be able to receive 
the gift of eternal life, life that will never end. This gift of gifts is 
present in the man Jesus because he is not only man but God, the Son of 
God. He came among us to share with us the life that resides in him as 
its source. / am the resurrection and the life, he states. He who 
believes in me will live, even though he dies. Our Lord declared this to 
Martha and asked her if she truly believed this. Yes, Martha responded 


with all her heart, I do believe this, and she went further: "Yes, Lord, I 



2598 


believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God, who was to come into 
the world." She knew that the Jesus who was her friend and the friend 
of her sister and brother was the promised Messiah, and what a 
Messiah! He was nothing less than the very Son of God. Martha had 
attained the fullness of Christian faith. St John tells us at the end of his 
Gospel that the very purpose of his writing it was that the reader may 
believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God and that believing this 
he may have life in his name. Martha professed exactly this: she 
believed that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, who gives life to those 
who believe in his name. Her faith was magnificent, open, unhesitating 
and undoubtedly it was typical of her brother Lazarus and her sister 
Mary as well. It accounts in good measure for the special intimacy that 
marked their relationship with our Lord. Martha is a splendid example 
of what we might call the ordinary lay Christian who has that faith in 
Christ which God asks for. Undoubtedly just as she professed it before 
our Lord himself, she went on to profess it in her life before others. 
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The person of Jesus is the answer to the need of man because 
fundamentally the need of man is for life, life in abundance, eternal life, 
a share in the life of God. Man is subject to death because of sin, the 
original sin he inherits and the sin he himself commits. This subjection 
to death and all that leads to death springs from the sin which holds him 
in its power. But God has sent the answer to this, and that answer is the 
living person of Jesus, risen from the dead. Christ asks that we believe 
in him and that we base our life on that belief. Martha’s example shows 
us the way. 
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The Transfiguration of the Lord (August 6) 

The Transfiguration All three Synoptic Gospels tell the story of the 
Transfiguration (Matthew 17:1-8; Mark 9:2-9; Luke 9:28-36). With 
remarkable agreement, all three place the event shortly after Peter’s 
confession of faith that Jesus is the Messiah and Jesus’ first prediction 
of his passion and death. Peter’s eagerness to erect tents or booths on 
the spot suggests it occurred during the Jewish weeklong, fall Feast of 
Booths. Tradition names Mt. Tabor as the site of this revelation. This 
feast became widespread in the West in the eleventh century and was 
introduced into the Roman calendar in 1457 to commemorate 
Christendom's victory over Islam in Belgrade in 1456. Before that, the 
Transfiguration of the Lord was already celebrated in the Syrian, 
Byzantine, and Coptic rites. The Transfiguration prefigures the glory of 
the Lord as God, foretells his ascension into heaven, and anticipates the 
glory of heaven, where we shall see God face to face. Through grace, 
we already share in the divine promise of eternal life. “At his 
Transfiguration Christ showed his disciples the splendour of his beauty, 
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to which he will shape and colour those who are his: ‘He will reform 
our lowness configured to the body of his glory’” (Philippians 3:21) (St. 
Thomas Aquinas, Summa Theologiae). 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Mt 17:5 In a resplendent cloud the Holy Spirit 
appeared. The Father’s voice was heard: This is my beloved Son, with 
whom I am well pleased. Listen to him. 

Collect O God, who in the glorious Transfiguration of your Only 
Begotten Son confirmed the mysteries of faith by the witness of the 
Fathers and wonderfully prefigured our full adoption to sonship, grant, 
we pray, to your servants, that, listening to the voice of your beloved 
Son, we may merit to become co heirs with him. Who lives and reigns 
with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Daniel 7:9-10.13-14; Psalm 96; 


2 Peter 1:16-19; 


Matthew 17:1-9 
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After six days Jesus took with him Peter, James and John the brother of 
James, and led them up a high mountain by themselves. There he was 
transfigured before them. His face shone like the sun, and his clothes 
became as white as the light. Just then there appeared before them 
Moses and Elijah, talking with Jesus. Peter said to Jesus, Lord, it is 
good for us to be here. If you wish, I will put up three shelters — one 
for you, one for Moses and one for Elijah. While he was still speaking, 
a bright cloud enveloped them, and a voice from the cloud said, This is 
my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased. Listen to him! When 
the disciples heard this, they fell face down to the ground, terrified. But 
Jesus came and touched them. Get up, he said. Don't be afraid. When 
they looked up, they saw no-one except Jesus. As they were coming 
down the mountain, Jesus instructed them, Don 7 tell anyone what you 
have seen, until the Son of Man has been raised from the dead. 
(Matthew 17: 1-9) 

Christ’s Glory Let us go back to the ministry of John the Baptist. 
We read in the Gospel of St Matthew that John the Baptist came, 
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preaching repentance in the wilderness of Judaea, announcing that the 
Kingdom of Heaven was at hand. A new Kingdom was near, and 
therefore the Messiah — its King — was at hand. All were to prepare. 
Crowds went to John from Jerusalem, Judaea, the regions about Jordan, 
and from Galilee — including the as yet unknown Jesus of Nazareth, an 
obscure artisan. He came to John for the baptism, and John 
immediately recognized him as uniquely holy, far beyond himself in 
goodness. They were relatives. Then when Jesus was baptised in the 
Jordan, a revelation from heaven occurred. The heavens opened, the 
Holy Spirit came upon him, and the Father spoke from the heavens, 
“This is my beloved Son in whom I am well pleased .” Thus began our 
Lord’s public ministry. Prompted by heaven, John the Baptist threw his 
prophetic authority and prestige around Jesus, declaring him, at least to 
some of his disciples and to various others, to be the Messiah. We read 
in the Gospel of St John that from the outset our Lord found disciples 
who accepted that he was the Messiah. In due course these became 
members of the Twelve. But at the beginning their understanding of 
Jesus’ messiahship and mission was meagre and clouded in 
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misunderstanding. They had little notion of his spiritual mission, no 
idea at all of the necessity of his suffering, and of course, no notion at 
all of his divinity. This would come only gradually as they lived with 
him and as their minds received the grace of God. A pivotal moment 
came when, during his public ministry, our Lord asked them who 
people were saying he was. They were able to give him various 
answers, but then he asked who they themselves thought he was. Simon 
Peter answered on behalf of them all: Jesus was the Messiah, the Son of 
the living God. Their path was a path of progressive enlightenment as 
to the person of Jesus. He was no ordinary man. He was God’s own 
Son. Their notions were still poor — they, and Peter in particular, were 
shocked at his declaration that he would soon suffer unto death. 

That is to say, the story of their discipleship during our Lord’s 
public ministry was, on the one hand, of a growing knowledge of their 
Master, and on the other, of a great obscurity in this knowledge. It had 
its moments of special grace admittedly, but they needed the coming of 
the Holy Spirit. Little did they realize what was coming as Christ led 
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them up the Mountain on the occasion of our Gospel today (Matthew 
17: 1-9). Imagine his saying to the three, Come! Let us go up the 
Mountain to pray — and so they accompanied him. We read that 
“There he was transfigured before them. His face shone like the sun, 
and his clothes became as white as the light. Just then there appeared 
before them Moses and Elijah, talking with Jesus. Peter said to Jesus, 
Lord, it is good for us to be here. If you wish, / will put up three 
shelters — one for you, one for Moses and one for Elijah. While he was 
still speaking, a bright cloud enveloped them, and a voice from the 
cloud said, This is my Son, whom I love; with him / am well pleased. 
Listen to him!” Never in the history of the world had there been 
anything like this - a sudden transfiguration in glory of an individual 
and at such a sccde. Christ was shown in glory. They had heard him, 
listened to him, watched him, come to see something of his glory. We 
read in the Gospel of St John that at the wedding feast of Cana in 
Galilee, Christ worked the first of his signs, and manifested his glory — 
and the disciples believed in him (2:11). His public ministry had been 
for them a revelation of his glory, and here on the Mount his glory was 
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especially shown. Whatever their ignorance, whatever their slowness of 
mind and heart, Peter, James and John were granted a singular grace of 
witnessing the glory of Jesus and the brilliance of the heavenly 
Kingdom being briefly manifest in their midst. This was the 
Transfiguration of Jesus Christ on the Mount. It was the greatest of the 
miracles of our Lord’s public ministry. There is nothing to equal this in 
all of recorded history, nothing in all of sober fact, and the three 
disciples were privileged to witness it. What happened was that God 
pointed to this man of glory, his Son, and said all must listen to him. 

The central meaning of life is coming to know Jesus Christ. Let 
us day by day contemplate the person and mission of Jesus Christ and 
strive to realize his glory. Amid the sin and darkness of the world, there 
is One who is filled with glory, though he is unseen. But we can come 
to know him and grow in this knowledge. He shares this glory with his 
Father and with the Holy Spirit. Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit, as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall 
be. Let us so live that we too will share in the glory of the Son. 
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Saint Mary MacKillop (Australia, August 8) 

On January 15, 1842 Mary MacKillop was born of Scottish parents, 
Alexander MacKillop and Flora MacDonald in Fitzroy, Victoria. A 
plaque in the footpath now marks the place of her birth in Brunswick 
Street, Fitzroy. Mary, the eldest of eight children, was well educated by 
her father who spent some years studying for the priesthood in Rome 
but through ill health had returned to his native Scotland until 1835 
when he migrated to Australia with his parents. From the age of 
sixteen, Mary earned her living and greatly supported her family, as a 
governess, as a clerk for Sands and Kenny (now Sands and 
MacDougall), and as a teacher at the Portland school. While acting as a 
governess to her uncle's children at Penola, Mary met Father Julian 
Tenison Woods who, with a parish of 22,000 square miles/56,000 
square kilometres, needed help in the religious education of children in 
the outback. In 1866, greatly inspired and encouraged by Father 
Woods, Mary opened the first Saint Joseph's School in a disused stable 
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in Penola. Young women came to join Mary, and so the Congregation 
of the Sisters of St Joseph was begun. In 1867, Mary was asked by 
Bishop Shiel to come to Adelaide to start a school. From there, the 
Sisters spread, in groups to small outback settlements and large cities 
around Australia, New Zealand, and now in Peru, Brazil and refugee 
camps of Uganda and Thailand. Mary also opened Orphanages, 
Providences to care for the homeless and destitute both young and old, 
and Refuges for ex-prisoners and ex-prostitutes who wished to make a 
fresh start in life. Throughout her life, Mary met with opposition from 
people outside the Church and even from some of those within it. In 
the most difficult of times she consistently refused to attack those who 
wrongly accused her and undermined her work, but continued in the 
way she believed God was calling her and was always ready to forgive 
those who wronged her. Throughout her life Mary suffered ill health. 
She died on August 8, 1909 in the convent in Mount Street, North 
Sydney where her tomb is now enshrined. She was canonized in 


October 2010 by Benedict XVI 
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Entrance Antiphon Cf. Mt 25:34, 36, 40 Come, you blessed of my 
Father, says the Lord: I was sick, and you visited me. Amen, I say to 
you: whatever you did for one of the least of my brethren, you did it for 
me. 


Collect O God, source of all goodness, who have shown us in Saint 
Mary a woman of faith living by the power of the Cross, teach us, we 
pray, by her example to live the gospel in changing times and to respect 
and defend the human dignity of all in our land. Through our Lord. 

Scripture today : 1 Kings 17:8-16; Psalm 63:1-8; 

Colossians 3:12-17; Matthew 6:25-34 

Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or 
drink; or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more 
important than food, and the body more important than clothes? Look 
at the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or store away in barns, 
and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not much more 
valuable than they? Who of you by worrying can add a single hour to 
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his life? And why do you worry about clothes? See how the lilies of the 
field grow. They do not labour or spin. Yet I tell you that not even 
Solomon in all his splendour was dressed like one of these. If that is 
how God clothes the grass of the field, which is here today and 
tomorrow is thrown into the fire, will he not much more clothe you, O 
you of little faith? So do not worry, saying, 'What shall we eat?' or 
'What shall we drink?' or 'What shall we wear?' For the pagans run 
after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need 
them. But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these 
things will be given to you as well. Therefore do not worry about 
tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has enough 
trouble of its own. (Matthew 6:25-34) 

Trust in God The most intellectual of religious persons have 
recognized that suffering and evil is the stumbling block for most when 
it comes to the acceptance of theism and Revealed Religion. John 
Henry Newman was the foremost apologist of dogmatic religion in 
nineteenth century England and was himself beatified by Pope Benedict 
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in September 2010. In his Apologia pro Vita Sua (1864) he wrote that 
“/ look into the living busy world, and see no reflection of its Creator. 
This is, to me, one of the great difficulties of this absolutely primary 
truth, to which I referred now” — that is, the truth of God. He writes 
that were it not for the unmistakable voice of God in his conscience, 
attesting to the being of the Creator, “I should be an atheist, or a 
pantheist, or a polytheist, when l looked into the world.” This is 
because “the sight of the world is nothing less than the prophet’s scroll, 
full of “lamentation, and mourning, and woe ” (Part VII). So then, the 
devil did a very dirty work when he drew our first parents into their 
deliberate and serious sin. In fact, the original sin of our first parents 
was the primordial catastrophe that caused incalculable damage for all 
of us their children and for the rest of time. Sin entered the world 
through one man and with sin came death, as St Paul writes, and death 
has spread to the whole human race. So it is that man suffers and dies. 
Man is subject to all kinds of vicissitudes and reversals. There is 
nothing in the world that he can ultimately trust in, for all is uncertain 
and to a fair degree the world is set against him. So the question is, 
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What can he do? In the chapel of the St Joseph Convent at North 
Sydney Australia there is the tomb of St Mary MacKillop, and written 
on that tomb are the stark words, Trust in God. Man lives his life in an 
uncertain world, a world in which he is vulnerable, a world that is not 
disposed to be especially friendly to him. He must do what St Mary 
MacKillop did — he must trust in God. One of the many remarkable 
events in her life was her brief excommunication by the Bishop of 
Adelaide and her response to this extraordinary occurrence. She 
trusted. She trusted in God and was granted the grace of a profound 
peace of heart. 

One of the intriguing things about those who attain holiness of 
life is that their path is marked by suffering. While, as John Henry 
Newman wrote, suffering and evil is undoubtedly a temptation to 
unbelief, it is remarkable that suffering distinguishes the lives of those 
whom the Church holds up as having attained heroic virtue. The saints 
are people who have suffered a lot in the world. Suffering accompanied 
them all the way up to heaven. In fact, they usually come to see that 
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suffering has been for them a grace. That is not to say that the saint 
suffers all through life. There are happy times and there are sorrows, 
just as we see happening in the life of our Lord himself. St Elizabeth 
Seton in the United States had happy times in her life, but there were 
very many thorns as well. She trusted in God. St Therese of Lisieux in 
France lived her life in the obscurity of a Carmelite monastery and her 
daily round of ordinary duties. She had great and hidden sufferings, not 
least being the agony of a long absence of a felt sense of God’s 
presence. She trusted in God heroically. In their sufferings the saints 
were but following the Master who suffered in a way no-one else has 
suffered nor will suffer. He himself warned his disciples that this 
would be the case. Whoever wishes to be my disciple, he said, let him 
renounce himself and take up his cross and follow me. This means that 
we must, in the midst of suffering, trust. We must trust, just as our Lord 
himself trusted his heavenly Father. In our Gospel today our Lord 
speaks of the trust which we must have in our heavenly Father. “Do not 
worry, saying, 'What shall we eat?' or 'What shall we drink?' or 'What 
shall we wear?' For the pagans run after all these things, and your 
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heavenly Father knows that you need them. But seek first his kingdom 
and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well ” 
(Matthew 6: 25-34). St Thomas Aquinas was reputedly asked by his 
sister what is the key to attaining holiness of life. He is said to have 
replied, Truly will it! Want it! Provided we truly want to live in union 
with Christ, the grace of God will take us there. But there will be 
suffering, and in this we must perseveringly trust. 

Trust in God! That is a principal message of St Mary 
MacKillop, great Australian, great daughter of Christ’s Church. She 
took the name of Mary of the Cross, and she was taught the love of the 
Cross by her spiritual mentor and co-founder, Father Julian Tenison 
Woods. It is a tremendous and decisive grace to be granted a love of 
the Cross. We ought pray for it, and hang on to it when it is granted. 
But it will require a life of trust. We must, as did Mary MacKillop, trust 
in God. 
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Feast of St Lawrence, Deacon and Martyr (August 10) 

St Lawrence : (3rd century) A Roman deacon, he died four days after 
Pope Sixtus II, during the persecution of Valerian. Arrested by the 
prefect and called on to deliver up the property of the Church, his 
answer was to point to a crowd of poor people. "Here are the treasures 
of the Church," he said. He was roasted to death on a gridiron. 

Entrance Antiphon This is the blessed Lawrence, who gave himself up 
for the treasure of the Church: for this he earned the suffering of 
martyrdom to ascend with joy to the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Collect O God, giver of that ardour of love for you by which Saint 
Lawrence was outstandingly faithful in service and glorious in 
martyrdom, grant that we may love what he loved and put into practice 
what he taught. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives 
and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever 


and ever. 
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Scripture today : 2 Corinthians 9:6-10; Psalm 111; John 12:24-26 

Jesus said, I tell you the truth, unless a grain of wheat falls to the 
ground and dies, it remains only a single seed. But if it dies, it 
produces many seeds. The man who loves his life will lose it, while the 
man who hates his life in this world will keep it for eternal life. 
Whoever serves me must follow me; and where / am, my servant also 
will be. My Father will honour the one who serves me. (John 12:24- 
26). 

Death Perhaps the most sombre and inexplicable of regular events is 
death. Of course, death may be regarded in a very matter-of-fact way, 
as being simply part of the pattern of succession that marks a changing 
universe. Something begins life, it lives and then it dies. In this 
perspective death just happens, and there are some people who regard 
their own deaths in this very matter-of-fact fashion. I knew an elderly 
person who looked on his own eventual death as a purely animal thing 
— he would die, he would be buried as might any animal, and that 
would be the end of it for him. But it can scarcely be viewed casually. 
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Death involves the loss of our prized possession, which is life, and it is 
unavoidable. Death comes upon every living thing. We notice that 
there are two categories of death — there is the death that profits 
something else, and there is the death that seems to have no purpose. 
The latter seems tragic in every sense, while the former has meaning. 
But the lack of purpose may only be apparent. One animal that dies 
profits the animal that has preyed on it. There are those who look on 
the cruelty that is rampant in the animal world — of the strongest 
preying on the weakest — as being a point against the proposition that 
there is a good and loving Creator. But the revelation of a loving God 
who gives himself unto death for mankind provides a key. The death- 
for-the-sake-of-others which is seen everywhere in the animal world 
may be understood as a faint reflection of the sacrificial love that is 
revealed to be the life of the Creator. God freely gave himself up to 
death that we might live. This reveals the basic law of God’s life, a law 
of sacrificial love. If God creates, an imprint of his being will be found 
in his creation. This imprint is perhaps the pattern so obvious in animal 
and vegetative creation, in which living things lose their life in order 
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that other things may live. Living crops are harvested to profit their 
owner. The highest manifestation of this imprint of love is in the 
human being wh o freely gives his life for the sake of another. And so it 
is that those many living things which die for no apparent purpose, may, 
despite all the negative appearances, be contributing to the life of the 
whole. 


Our Lord himself alludes to something of this when he observes 
that “ unless a grain of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains 
only a single seed. But if it dies, it produces many seeds.” Much of 
death in creation is fruitful. It brings life to others. It faintly reflects 
the death of Jesus Christ, which is the highest revelation of the life of 
God. Death entered the world because of one man’s sin, as St Paul 
writes. But God has permitted death for his higher purposes. In the 
providence of God, in numerous cases death serves life nobly. Death 
was the path God himself chose to take in order to reveal his love and 
bring life to the world. In fact, we know from Jesus Christ that death is 
the highest path to choose. Christ said to his disciples that if anyone 
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wished to come after him, they must deny themselves, take up their 
cross daily, and follow him. He freely chose to die in witness to the 
truth of his Person and teaching. That, then, is the highest of all paths 
for the human being to take, and it is faintly and unthinkingly reflected 
in so much of the final end of things across the face of the visible world. 
Today we celebrate one follower of Jesus Christ whose path was death 
in witness to the truth of his Master. St Lawrence, deacon and martyr, 
is a glory of the Church of the city of Rome, and his glory stems from 
the kind, manner and meaning of his death. It was a Christian death of 
the highest order, and a gift for the life of the Church and the world. So 
it is that our Lord says, “The man who loves his life will lose it, while 
the man who hates his life in this world will keep it for eternal life. 
Whoever serves me must follow me; and where l am, my servant also 
will be. My Father will honour the one who serves me ” (John 12: 24- 
26). Every Christian ought to have the ambition to die in the Lord, for 
to die thus will bring life to the Church and the world. He will be like 
the grain of wheat that dies and produces much that lives. How, he 
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does not know, but his divine Master has shown that it is so. St 
Lawrence shows us the way. 

Every time we make the sign of the Cross we ought to think of 
the Cross of Jesus Christ, and how that Cross, leading to death, was the 
means of life in abundance for the world. The Christian martyr has 
taken to himself the Cross and made of it the sign not only of the life 
and death of Jesus Christ, but of his own. Let us resolve to be martyrs 
for Christ every day, martyrs in denying ourselves and doing the will of 
God whatever be the cost. In this, death will be the path to life. 


■<b»©®dv 
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Solemnity of the Assumption of the Virgin Mary (August 15) 

The Assumption of the Virgin Mary This feast has been celebrated 
in the liturgy of the Eastern rites since the sixth century, and in Rome 
since the seventh century. On November 1, 1950 Pope Pius XII defined 
the dogma of the Assumption. He solemnly proclaimed that the belief 
that the Blessed Virgin was taken up body and soul into the glory of 
heaven at the end of her life really forms part of the deposit of faith, 
received from the apostles. “In the bodily and spiritual glory which she 
possesses in heaven, the Mother of Jesus continues in this present world 
as the image and first flowering of the Church as she is to be perfected 
in the world to come. Likewise, Mary shines forth on earth, until the 
day of the Lord shall come (cf 2 Peter 3:10), as a sign of certain hope 
and comfort for the pilgrim People of God ” (Vatican II, Dogmatic 
Constitution on the Church, 68). 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Rev 12:1 A great sign appeared in heaven: a 
woman clothed with the sun, and the moon beneath her feet, and on her 


head a crown of twelve stars. 
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Or: Let us all rejoice in the Lord, as we celebrate the feast day in 
honour of the Virgin Mary, at whose Assumption the Angels rejoice 
and praise the Son of God. 

Collect Almighty ever living God, who assumed the Immaculate 
Virgin Mary, the Mother of your Son, body and soul into heavenly 
glory, grant, we pray, that, always attentive to the things that are above, 
we may merit to be sharers of her glory. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Apocalypse 11:19; 12:1-6.10; Psalm 44; 

1 Corinthians 15:20-27; Luke 1:39-58 

At that time Mary got ready and hurried to a town in the hill country of 
Judea, where she entered Zechariah's home and greeted Elizabeth. 
When Elizabeth heard Mary's greeting, the baby leaped in her womb, 
and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit. In a loud voice she 
exclaimed: Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the child you 
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will bear! But why am I so favoured, that the mother of my Lord should 
come to me? As soon as the sound of your greeting reached my ears, 
the baby in my womb leaped for joy. Blessed is she who has believed 
that what the Lord has scud to her will be accomplished! And Mary 
said: My soul glorifies the Lord and my spirit rejoices in God my 
Saviour, for he has been mindful of the humble state of his servant. 
From now on cdl generations will call me blessed, for the Mighty One 
has done great things for me — holy is his name. His mercy extends to 
those who fear him, from generation to generation. He has performed 
mighty deeds with his arm; he has scattered those who are proud in 
their inmost thoughts. He has brought down rulers from their thrones 
but has lifted up the humble. He has filled the hungry with good things 
but has sent the rich away empty. He has helped his servant Israel, 
remembering to be merciful to Abraham and his descendants for ever, 
even as he said to our fathers. Mary stayed with Elizabeth for about 
three months and then returned home. When it was time for Elizabeth 
to have her baby, she gave birth to a son. Her neighbours and relatives 
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heard that the Lord had shown her great mercy, and they shared her 
joy. (Luke 1:39-58, for Mass during the Day) 

Assumption Each year on August 15, the Church celebrates the 
Assumption into heaven of Mary the mother of Christ, body and soul, at 
the end of her mortal life. This feast has been celebrated in the Church 
for very many centuries and we find homilies on the Assumption of 
Mary back in the sixth century. What does the Church teach on this 
matter? After a broad consultation with bishops, theologians and laity, 
on November 1, 1950, Pius XII defined the Assumption of Mary to be a 
dogma of faith. He wrote: “We pronounce, declare and define it to be a 
divinely revealed dogma that the immaculate Mother of God, the ever 
Virgin Mary, having completed the course of her earthly life, was 
assumed body and soul to heavenly glory. ” The pope did not declare 
that this doctrine is explicitly expressed in Scripture, although the full 
text of his proclamation shows that he regarded it as implied in 
Scripture. What is formally declared is that this dogma is divinely 
revealed and so must be held to be true by the Church’s faithful. One of 
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the things that this immediately challenges is the notion that it is only 
what is explicitly stated in Scripture, and judged by all as being explicit 
in Scripture, can be taken to be divinely revealed. The notion that 
Scripture alone is the source of revealed doctrine was never the 
Church’s teaching, nor is it taught explicitly by Scripture itself. It is an 
innovation that had grown during the second millennium, and the 
Council of Trent formally condemned it. It was also an innovation to 
have claimed that revealed doctrine is determined not by the judgment 
of the successors of the Apostles and in particular by the Successor of 
Peter but by the private judgment of the individual Christian reader of 
Scripture. This too was never the teaching of the Church, nor is it the 
explicit teaching of Scripture, and it too has been condemned by the 
Church. Revelation is entrusted by God to the Church and the Church 
guards it by means of her divinely inspired Scriptures and her dogmatic 
definitions and teaching during the course of her history. 

The Church has declared Mary’s Assumption body and soul into 
heaven to be divinely revealed in order that the person of Mary may be 
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honoured the more by Christ’s Faithful, and imitated in her obedience 
to the word and will of God. She is the perfect servant of the Lord, his 
perfect handmaid. She is, as the Angel Gabriel said to her, full of grace. 
The Lord is with her, absolutely and without qualification. She is 
blessed among women, as her holy kinswoman Elizabeth 
acknowledged, speaking under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit. She is 
the Queen-mother, mother of the King of kings and Lord of lords, 
mother of the Messiah and mother therefore of God the Son (made 
man). None of God’s creatures can be compared with her in her dignity 
as the holy mother of God, holy too in her sinlessness. On one occasion 
in our Lord’s public ministry a woman from the crowd cried out that his 
mother was blessed in having had such a son as he. Blessed rather, our 
Lord replied, are those who hear the word of God and keep it. This was 
Mary’s foremost source of greatness. She perfectly fulfilled the word 
of God. The Church has also declared, as divinely revealed, that Mary 
was conceived free of original sin and that her holiness remained 
unsullied by sin during the whole of her earthly life. She heard the 
word of God and fulfilled it perfectly. This, in fact, is the fundamental 
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reason for her Assumption into heaven. Sin never touched her, and so 
the wages of sin, which is death, were never hers. All of this was 
granted to her as God’s gift because of the sacrifice and merits of her 
Son. As she says in her prayer in our Gospel passage today, the 
Almighty looked on his lowly handmaid and did great things for her. 
All generations will call her blessed (Luke 1:39-58). So where Christ 
her son went, she followed. There in heaven she now cares for us as 
our mother, bringing before her son all our needs. She is the help of 
Christians, our mother and our model in our work of imitating her son 
and in following in his footsteps. 

Let us take to heart that famous prayer to Mary the mother of 
Christ and mother of all Christ’s faithful, she who is now present body 
and soul glorious in heaven. Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with 
you. Blessed are you among women and blessed is the fruit of your 
womb, Jesus. Holy Mary mother of God pray for us sinners now and at 
the hour of our death. Amen. 
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Feast of St Bartholomew (August 24) 

St. Bartholomew was from Cana in Galilee. Mentioned in the Gospel 
as one of the Twelve, he is identified with Nathanael who was brought 
to Jesus by his friend, the Apostle Philip. Jesus paid him a great 
compliment: Here is a true Israelite. There is no duplicity in him (John 
1:47b). He was one of those to whom Jesus appeared on the shore of 
the Sea of Tiberias after his resurrection (John 21:1-14). According to 
tradition, St Bartholomew preached the Gospel in Arabia and Armenia 
where he was martyred. 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 96 (95):2-3 Proclaim the salvation of God 
day by day; tell among the nations his glory. 

Collect Strengthen in us, O Lord, the faith, by which the blessed 
Apostle Bartholomew clung wholeheartedly to your Son, and grant that 
through the help of his prayers your Church may become for all the 
nations the sacrament of salvation. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
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your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Revelation 21:9-14; Psalm 144; John 1:45-51 

Philip found Nathanael and told him, We have found the one Moses 
wrote about in the Law, and about whom the prophets also wrote — 
Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph. Nazareth! Can anything good 
come from there? Nathanael asked. Come and see, said Philip. When 
Jesus saw Nathanael approaching, he said of him, Here is a true 
Israelite, in whom there is nothing false. How do you know me? 
Nathanael asked. Jesus answered, I saw you while you were still under 
the fig-tree before Philip called you. Then Nathanael declared, Rabbi, 
you are the Son of God; you are the King of Israel. Jesus said, You 
believe because I told you I saw you under the fig-tree. You shall see 
greater things than that. He then added, 1 tell you the truth, you shall 
see heaven open, and the angels of God ascending and descending on 


the Son of Man. (John 1:45-51) 
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Good Soil Our Gospel passage is taken from St John, and John sets 
forth his purpose in chapter 20:31. “ These (signs) have been recorded 
that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ the Son of God; and that 
believing this you may have life through his name.” Life will come 
through belief that Jesus is the Messiah and the Son of God. This belief 
in Jesus is not just any kind of belief in him, but belief in him involving 
total acceptance of his revelation. It is not sufficient to believe that he is 
a great prophet. He is the long-awaited Messiah and he is the divine 
Son of the heavenly Father. For this reason the believer assents totally 
to his word. Many did not attain to this faith. Judas did not. Many of 
the leaders of the people did not — though some did. Many of his 
disciples did not, for at the announcement of the doctrine of the 
Eucharist (John 6), many of them left him. It is also clear that while our 
Lord’s closest disciples — his Apostles — had true faith in him, 
nevertheless it took time to mature. When Simon Peter professed his 
faith before our Lord that he was the Christ the Son of the Living God, 
he went on to show that he had no appreciation that the Cross was an 
essential part of his mission as Messiah. Though our Lord repeatedly 
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told them that he would suffer, die and rise again, his disciples could 
not take it in. It was a catastrophic blow when he was arrested and 
ignominiously put to death. They did not believe the first witnesses of 
the resurrection. Thomas resolutely refused to believe the word of the 
other Apostles that our Lord had risen from the dead. It took our Lord’s 
risen appearance to elicit faith from him - and he surpassed himself in 
the process. It was a magnificent profession of faith in his divinity. 
John’s Gospel presents our Lord as the Messiah and as the Son of God, 
and it also presents the journey of faith in this, culminating, we might 
say, in the profession of faith of Thomas. They had the faith, but it was 
far from perfect. That having been said, let us look at the faith they had 
had from the beginning. It was remarkable. 

Our Gospel today on the feast of St Bartholomew, who is 
traditionally taken to be the Nathanael of St John’s Gospel, presents us 
with two of our Lord’s first disciples. They met him and accepted him 
fully at the very outset of his mission, soon after his baptism by John in 
the river Jordan. Let us notice, to begin with, the faith of Philip. It is 
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simple and yet astonishing. Just before our passage today we read that 
‘"The day following (i. e ., after his meeting with Simon Peter and his 
telling Simon that he would name him Rock) he wanted to set out for 
Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, Follow me.” That is all that 
John tells us. It is reminiscent of our Lord’s call of another of the 
Twelve, narrated in the Gospel of Matthew, the call of Levi. Our Lord 
saw him sitting at his tax booth, and said to him, Follow me, and he got 
up and followed him. Similarly, our Lord said to Philip, Follow me, and 
he forthwith followed him. What was behind such an immediate and 
complete response? Notice what we are told in our passage today. 
“Philip found Nathanael and told him, We have found the one Moses 
wrote about in the Law, and about whom the prophets also wrote — 
Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.” That is to say, Philip rapidly 
arrived at the faith in Jesus Christ which was the goal of John’s Gospel. 
From the outset he acquired what John taught to be the true faith. We 
can only say that he must have been marvellously disposed for this 
faith. He had not seen the miracles of Christ. He had seen a little of 


him, and he had not heard from him a lot of his teaching. But he had 



2633 


met him, heard a little, and that was sufficient for conviction. It 
suggests that if we are properly disposed in mind and heart, it does not 
take very much to see that Jesus is the Christ, the son of the living God. 
It is the same with Nathanael. Nathanael, in John’s presentation of him, 
did not think much of our Lord’s origins — Jesus came from Nazareth! 
Nazareth! But Nathanael had a heart open to the truth. He had no 
guile. On hearing a word from Christ that was somewhat miraculous, 
and meeting him, he arrived at the true faith. It took but a moment. 

Our Lord once told the story of the sower going out to sow his 
seed. Some fell on the wayside, some on rocky soil, some on thorns, 
and some on the good soil. It was the seed that fell on the good soil that 
produced the harvest. Philip and Nathanael were good soil, and the seed 
produced its fruit instantly. It had to develop and there were halting 
moments and stages. But the seed had gone into good soil. We must 
strive to be good soil. Philip and Nathanael show us that it is not 
difficult to gain the faith and to grow in it, if we have the grace of God. 
But we must be good soil, having the right dispositions. Let us pray for 
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the grace of God to be good soil and thus to be able to act and believe 
as did Bartholomew. 
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The Martyrdom of John the Baptist (Memorial) (August 29) 

The drunken oath of a king with a shallow sense of honour, a seductive 
dance and the hateful heart of a queen combined to bring about the 
martyrdom of John the Baptist. This greatest of prophets suffered the 
fate of so many Old Testament prophets before him: rejection and 
martyrdom. The “voice crying in the desert” did not hesitate to accuse 
the guilty, did not hesitate to speak the truth. John’s life and death were 
a giving over of self for God and other people. His simple style of life 
was one of complete detachment from earthly possessions. His heart 
was centred on God and the call that he heard from the Spirit of God 
speaking to his heart. Confident of God’s grace, he had the courage to 
speak words of condemnation or repentance, of salvation. 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 119 (1181:46-47 I spoke, O Lord, of your 
decrees before kings, and was not confounded; I pondered your 


commands and loved them greatly. 
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Collect O God, who willed that Saint John the Baptist should go ahead 
of your Son both in his birth and in his death, grant that, as he died a 
Martyr for truth and justice, we, too, may fight hard for the confession 
of what you teach. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives 
and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever 
and ever. 

Scripture today : 1 Corinthians 1:17-25; Psalm 33:1-2, 4-5, 10-11; 
Mark 6:17-29 

Herod himself gave orders to have John arrested, and he had him 
bound and put in prison. He did this because of Herodias, his brother 
Philip's wife, whom he had married. For John had been saying to 
Herod, It is not lawful for you to have your brother's wife. So Herodias 
nursed a grudge against John and wanted to kill him. But she was not 
able to, because Herod feared John and protected him, knowing him to 
be a righteous and holy man. When Herod heard John, he was greatly 
puzzled; yet he liked to listen to him. Finally the opportune time came. 
On his birthday Herod gave a banquet for his high officials and military 
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commanders and the leading men of Galilee. When the daughter of 
Herodias came in and danced, she pleased Herod and his dinner 
guests. The king said to the girl, Ask me for anything you want, and I'll 
give it to you. And he promised her with an oath, Whatever you ask 1 
will give you, up to half my kingdom. She went out and scud to her 
mother, What shall I ask for? The head of John the Baptist, she 
answered. At once the girl hurried in to the king with the request: / 
want you to give me right now the head of John the Baptist on a platter. 
The king was greatly distressed, but because of his oaths and his dinner 
guests, he did not want to refuse her. So he immediately sent an 
executioner with orders to bring John's head. The man went, beheaded 
John in the prison, and brought back his head on a platter. He 
presented it to the girl, and she gave it to her mother. On hearing of 
this, John's disciples came and took his body and laid it in a tomb. 
(Mark 6:17-29) 

Wages of Sin Today (August 29) we think of the martyrdom of John 
the Baptist, the greatest of the prophets who preceded Christ. He was 
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the greatest of them in that his mission was not only to prepare the way 
for the coming of the Messiah in a general sense as did all the prophets, 
but in the specific sense of announcing his imminent coming and even 
to identify him. John called on the people to prepare for the coming of 
the Messiah and identified Jesus as that Messiah, the Lamb of God who 
would take away the sin of the world. He died a martyr’s death. Two 
persons brought about his death, Herod and Herod’s wife Herodias. Let 
us consider each of these two persons, and thus to see exemplified St 
Paul’s statement that the wages of sin are death — including death to 
others. As sin brought death to Abel, so it brought death to John. The 
one who initiated the death of John was Herodias. John had denounced 
Herod’s marriage with Herodias, his brother Philip’s wife, and Herodias 
was furious. Her heart burned with spite and hate and she sought some 
way of doing away with John. But she was helpless because Herod, 
superstitious as he was, feared John for his manifest holiness. He was 
in awe of the holy Baptist, while Herodias, it seems, was not in awe of 
John at all. She simply hated him but was thwarted by what she 
probably regarded as the imbecile superstition of Herod. Once the 
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chance came, like a tigress she lunged. Her daughter delighted Herod 
and his guests with her dancing and she immediately directed her 
daughter to ask for John the Baptist’s head. She had no concern for her 
daughter’s spiritual life or future before God. She was unconcerned for 
the terrible sin into which she boldly led her own daughter. She had no 
concern for her destruction of a most holy life in the person of John, nor 
for the judgment of God. All of this was ignited and fanned by her 
implacable resentment against John for speaking so directly against the 
marriage. She was the archetypal and pre-eminent Lady MacBeth. 
What does it teach us? It teaches us the danger of resentments. A 
resentful person spontaneously wants to do harm to the person against 
whom he bears his grudge. In principle it leads ultimately to murder. 

We might say that Herodias was the active agent in bringing 
about John’s death, but nothing would have come of her wishes had not 
Herod given the order for it to be done. So what was it that led Herod 
to his terrible action? While it was resentment and hate that led 


Herodias to sin, it was human respect and the love of approval that led 
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to Herod’s fall. We read that “on his birthday Herod gave a banquet 
for his high officials and military commanders and the leading men of 
Galilee. When the daughter of Herodias came in and danced, she 
pleased Herod and his dinner guests. The king said to the girl, Ask me 
for anything you want, and I'll give it to you. And he promised her with 
an oath, Whatever you ask I will give you, up to half my kingdom ” 
(Mark 6:17-29). Herod craved popularity and being esteemed and 
loved by those who were considered important, his high officials and 
military commanders and the leading men of Galilee. Consider those 
persons and how far they were from the ones our Lord had about him, 
and the disciples whom John the Baptist had gathered about him. 
Indirectly, by their playing to Herod’s tune, they too had a part in 
John’s death. Had they been such as to totally condemn such a deed, 
Herod would not have acted as he did. Herod wanted to please them 
and could not bring himself to back down from his oath, befuddled by 
bravado in the presence of his guests. Both Herod and Herodias were in 
the grip of sin in its different forms, and it led directly to the death of 
John and to an immense offence against God. Just as the Christian 
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gains an understanding of the evil of sin by looking on the crucified 
Christ — for Christ died because of the sins of mankind — so we can 
gain an understanding of the evil of sin by contemplating our Gospel 
scene today. It was sin that led Herod and Herodias to do what they 
did. As our Lord says in the Gospel of St John, anyone who sins is a 
slave of sin, and as St Paul writes in his Letter to the Romans, the 
wages of sin are death. The path to life is holiness, and in particular life 
in Christ. 

Herod and Herodias represent the demonic and deadly path of 
sin, while John the Baptist represents the path of holiness that leads to 
life. John pointed to Jesus, and by the grace of Jesus Christ we can 
follow the path of holiness. This consists in endeavouring, in union 
with Jesus, to do the will of God generously and in all its details every 
day. 
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Birth of the Blessed Virgin Mary (September 8) 

The Church, in commemorating with a feast the birth of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary, celebrates the dawning of the day of the Redemption — 
the moment when she who was to be the Mother of our Saviour was 
bom. The Blessed Virgin occupies a unique place in the history of 
salvation. The Lord reserves for her the highest mission ever entrusted 
to any creature. The Church has celebrated Mary's birth since at least 
the sixth century. A September birth was chosen because the Eastern 
Church begins its Church year with September. The September 8 date 
helped determine the date for the feast of the Immaculate Conception on 
December 8 (nine months earlier). Scripture, of course, does not give 
an account of Mary's birth. 

Entrance Antiphon Let us celebrate with joy the Nativity of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary, for from her arose the sun of justice, Christ our 


God. 
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Collect Impart to your servants, we pray, O Lord, the gift of heavenly 
grace, that the feast of the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin may bring 
deeper peace to those for whom the birth of her Son was the dawning of 
salvation. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. 

Scripture today : Micah 5:1-4 or Romans 8:28-30; Psalm 12; 

Matthew 1:1-16.18-23 

A record of the genealogy of Jesus Christ the son of David, the son of 
Abraham: Abraham was the father of Isaac, Isaac the father of Jacob, 
Jacob the father of Judah and his brothers, Judah the father of Perez 
and Zerah, whose mother was Tamar, Perez the father of Hezron, 
Hezron the father of Ram, Ram the father of Amminadab, Amminadab 
the father of Nahshon, Nahshon the father of Salmon, Salmon the father 
of Boaz, whose mother was Rahab, Boaz the father of Obed, whose 
mother was Ruth, Obed the father of Jesse, and Jesse the father of 
KingDavid. David was the father of Solomon, whose mother had been 
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Uriah's wife, Solomon the father of Rehoboam, Rehoboam the father of 
Abijah, Abijah the father of Asa, Asa the father of Jehoshaphat, 
Jehoshaphat the father of Jehoram, Jehoram the father of Uzziah, 
Uzziah the father of Jotham, Jotham the father of Ahaz, Ahaz the father 
of Hezekiah, Hezekiah the father of Manasseh, Manasseh the father of 
Amon, Amon the father of Josiah, and Josiah the father of Jeconiah and 
his brothers at the time of the exile to Babylon. After the exile to 
Babylon: Jeconiah was the father of Shealtiel, Shealtiel the father of 
Zerubbabel, Zerubbabel the father of Abiud, Abiud the father of 
Eliakim, Eliakim the father ofAzor, Azor the father of Zadok, Zadok the 
father of Akim, Akim the father of Eliud, Eliud the father of Eleazar, 
Eleazar the father of Matthan, Matthau the father of Jacob, and Jacob 
the father of Joseph, the husband of Mary, of whom was born Jesus, 
who is called Christ. 

This is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about: His mother Mary was 
pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came together, she 
was found to be with child through the Holy Spirit. Because Joseph her 
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husband was a righteous man and did not want to expose her to public 
disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly. But after he had 
considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and 
scad, Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your 
wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will 
give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he 
will save his people from their sins. All this took place to fulfil what the 
Lord had said through the prophet: The virgin will be with child and 
will give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel — which 
means, God with us. (Matthew 1:1-16.18-23) 

Mary Our Help It was on the first day of the week, the Sunday, that 
the early Church came to celebrate as the Sabbath, rather than the last 
day of the week as was the Jewish practice. This was because it was on 
the first day of the week that the Lord rose from the dead - effecting a 
renewed creation. The Resurrection was thus the first specifically 
Christian feast day. The last day of the week was the Jewish Day of the 
Lord when all rested and worshipped God. But gradually other feasts 
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of the Lord Jesus came to be celebrated, including his birth. It was 
natural to celebrate the birth of the Messiah especially in view of the 
extensive Scriptural accounts of this in both the Gospel of St Luke and 
that of St Matthew (Matthew 1:1-16.18-23). Likewise, by extension, 
the Church came to celebrate the birth of Christ’s mother, the Virgin 
Mary. It was the most natural thing to do in view of the constant love 
and veneration with which she has always been held by Christ’s 
faithful. So today (Sept 8) we think of the birth of Mary. We know 
nothing of the circumstances of her birth and practically nothing of her 
life prior to the announcement to her by the angel of her calling to be 
the mother of the Messiah. The Church in celebrating her birth each 
year invites all of Christ’s faithful to contemplate yet again the figure of 
Mary. It is as if the Church seeks out whatever occasions are possible 
to gaze on her who is, by God’s design, our common mother. So let us, 
on this her birthday contemplate her in light of the Church’s teaching. 
She is God’s creature and, like each of us, constantly dependent for her 
very existence on God’s creative intent. God holds her always in his 
hand as he does with every creature. But marvel of marvels, she who is 
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a creature of God, has by the divine decree become the mother of God, 
mother of God the Son made man, and because of this, her dignity is 
beyond every other creature. She who is the mother of God has been 
given to us to be our mother too. Our heavenly mother is great indeed. 

Let us consider what more the Church teaches us about her. She 
is not only the mother of God (formally defined to be such by the early 
Church) and is not only our mother and model, but she is utterly sinless. 
She is sinless by the grace of God and her own cooperation with that 
grace. The Church teaches that she was, by the power of God’s grace 
and in view of the redemption that would be wrought by her divine Son, 
kept free from original sin from the first moment of her conception. 
She was immaculate in her conception, and this we celebrate on 
December 8. St Luke tells us that the angel Gabriel greeted her as the 
on efull of grace. This fact characterized her being, and the same could 
be said of her at her conception and birth. She was full of grace from 
the first moment of her conception, and that fullness was ever 
increasing with her own human and spiritual growth. The Lord was 
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with her constantly, forming her into the mother he wanted for himself. 
We are born of our parents, and we have no say in the natural mother 
we have been given by God. She, whoever she is and whatever be her 
moral state, is our mother and therefore worthy of our great love and 
gratitude. But of course God the Son had every say in the choice and 
nurturing of his own mother. She, Mary the wife of Joseph, was not 
only God’s personal choice as mother, but was God’s special work. He 
created and formed her to the perfection she attained. He produced of 
this free creature a spotlessly holy mother who knew not any sin, but 
whose holy soul freely sped constantly to God. In every possible sense 
the Lord was with her. She was blessed among women and always did 
the will of the Father. She is the help of Christians and there is no more 
powerful intercessor after her own Son our High Priest. She shares in 
his intercession for us. She is our Mother, our Model and our Help, just 
as she was for her own divine Son who was born of her and grew up in 
her love. Due to her sinlessness, the Church teaches it as a dogma of 
the Faith that she was taken body and soul glorious to heaven at the end 
of her mortal life, and this we celebrate on August 15. 
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The Christian life is a life of love for, veneration of, and 
following of Jesus. Mary whose birth the Church celebrates today is 
our help in living this calling. She is our mother, given to us when 
Christ entrusted his mother to his beloved disciple during his last 
moments on the Cross. Behold your mother! That is what he says to 
each of us. She is the one who more than any other helps us love and 
serve Jesus. Let us entrust ourselves to her care, resolving to hear 
Christ’s word and in every way, no matter what the cost, to put it into 
practice. 
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The Triumph of the Cross (September 14) 

The Triumph of the Cross Early in the fourth century St. Helena, 
mother of the Roman Emperor Constantine, went to Jerusalem in search 
of the holy places of Christ's life. She razed the Temple of Aphrodite, 
which tradition held was built over the Saviour's tomb, and her son built 
the Basilica of the Holy Sepulchre over the tomb. During the 
excavation, workers found three crosses. Legend has it that the one on 
which Jesus died was identified when its touch healed a dying woman. 
The cross immediately became an object of veneration. At a Good 
Friday celebration in Jerusalem toward the end of the fourth century, 
according to an eyewitness, the wood was taken out of its silver 
container and placed on a table together with the inscription Pilate 
ordered placed above Jesus' head: Then "all the people pass through one 
by one; all of them bow down, touching the cross and the inscription, 
first with their foreheads, then with their eyes; and, after kissing the 
cross, they move on." Church commemorates the rescue of the true 
Cross of Christ by Emperor Heraclius in a victory over the Persians. 
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The Church sings the triumph of the Cross, the instrument of our 
salvation. 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Gal 6: 14 We should glory in the Cross of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, in whom is our salvation, life and resurrection, 
through whom we are saved and delivered. 

Collect O God, who willed that your Only Begotten Son should 
undergo the Cross to save the human race, grant, we pray, that we, who 
have known his mystery on earth, may merit the grace of his 
redemption in heaven. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Numbers 21:4-9; Psalm 77; 

Philippians 2:6-11; John 3:13-17 

Jesus said to Nicodemus: No-one has ever gone into heaven except the 
one who came from heaven — the Son of Man. Just as Moses lifted up 
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the serpent in the desert, so the Son of Man must be lifted up, that 
everyone who believes in him may have eternal life. For God so loved 
the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in 
him shall not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son 
into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him. 
(John 3:13-17) 

The Triumph It has often been pointed out how important for a 
true education is the study of history. One wonders, though, how many 
who read history ever gain what we might call a philosophy of history. 
By that I mean an understanding of the basic factors that underlie and 
shape the course of the history of man. Karl Marx and his chief 
philosophical source, Hegel, had a philosophy of history. History, they 
thought, is driven by a struggle between a position and its counter 
position, issuing in a settlement or synthesis between the two, triggering 
the rise of a new antithesis. Thus the dynamic of struggle continues and 
it shapes the course of human affairs. In this scheme, various accounts 
are given of what the struggle is about. Marx, for instance, thought the 



2653 


struggle was between the class that possessed capital and the class that 
had only labour. The upshot of the struggle would be a classless 
society, a common proletariat which together possessed everything. 
But no. To see the fundamental struggle of history as that between 
capital and labour is superficial. A philosophy of history must begin 
with what the enlightened conscience of man knows to be the first and 
true object of struggle: sin. Man must struggle against sin, especially 
his own sin. The moral imperative of human history is the triumph of 
what is good and holy. This moral struggle includes what man in his 
conscience also senses: the fact of a holy God who does not condone 
sin and who calls man to work for the triumph of what is good. That is 
the meaning of history. But man also discovers and easily sees that 
victory in this pre-eminent struggle is beyond his fallen and wounded 
powers. As St Paul writes, all men are under the power of sin. Enter, 
then, the good news revealed by the all-holy God, the God whom the 
conscience knows to be the foe of all the sin in man and the world. God 
has come to man to break the power of sin and to bring about the 
triumph of holiness in the heart and soul of man. This is what history is 
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all about and God himself is the chief protagonist in the struggle. The 
amazing thing about it all was the means whereby God prevailed. Just 
as the victory was unique, so were the weapons of victory unique. The 
weapon was not apparent success, but apparent defeat. 

Today we celebrate the triumph of the Cross of Christ over sin 
in the world (John 3:13-17). Sin has been conquered at its root, and this 
victory must be brought to the heart and soul of each person. Today we 
think of how it was done. God sent his Son to the world to take away 
the sin of the world, and he did not do this by the normal human means 
of triumphing over evil. In normal human affairs, the progress of sin is 
forcibly resisted. The perpetrator is resisted by force in some sense and 
this will always make up part of the answer to sin. But it is not the 
main answer. Christ endured opposition, hostility, rejection, 
humiliation, and finally a brutal passion and death. The astonishing 
thing is that he submitted to this as the divinely intended means of 
victory in the struggle against the sin of the world. It was precisely by 
means of his rejection and death that he prevailed in the struggle. He 
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triumphed by means of his death on the Cross. He prevailed precisely 
by allowing himself to be seemingly defeated by his enemies. He freely 
submitted to this defeat because he knew that it was by being rejected, 
by suffering and by being put to death in obedience to his Father’s will 
that he and those who placed their faith in him would enter into glory. 
The abundant life he had come to give flowed as a direct result of his 
death on the Cross, all because of his obedience. We see a token of this 
in the manifest results of the preaching of the infant Church. With 
Pentecost there was an outpouring of grace leading to very many 
conversions. There is a further implication of this. It is that if we 
follow in his footsteps, if we suffer with him and if in daily life we die 
with him by denying ourselves, in him our efforts too will somehow 
and in some sense prevail. A disciple of Christ may suffer in doing 
God’s will and in bearing witness to Jesus and his teaching. But even if 
it seems that he has been a failure in terms of influence over others, his 
oblivion and seeming defeat will be the seed of a new outpouring of 
divine life in the world, and a new advance against sin. In his life, just 
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as with Christ, the cross will triumph. The humble servant of Christ 
who suffers in obedience will shine like the sun, as our Lord says. 

The lesson of the triumph of the Cross is the most important 
lesson of all, if human history is to be understood. Sin was and is 
overcome by means of the Cross of Christ. Let us then resolve to be 
united to him, and united to him in his sufferings. This is the grace to 
be prayed for and when suffering comes, let it be borne in union with 
the one whose sufferings redeemed the world from sin. Whatever be 
the suffering, let it be suffering in union with Jesus for the sake of God 
and his holy will. If this is the suffering that we bear, it will be the 
source of victory. By means of Christ’s Cross, man is able to triumph 
in the true and ultimate struggle, the struggle against sin. 
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Our Lady of Sorrows (September 15) 

Our Lady of Sorrows For a while there were two feasts in honour of 
the Sorrowful Mother: one going back to the 15th century, the other to 
the 17th century. For a while both were celebrated by the universal 
Church: one on the Friday before Palm Sunday, the other in September. 
The principal biblical references to Mary's sorrows are in Luke 2:35 and 
John 19:26-27. The Lucan passage is Simeon's prediction about a 
sword piercing Mary's soul; the Johannine passage relates Jesus' words 
to Mary and to the beloved disciple. Many early Church writers 
interpret the sword as Mary's sorrows, especially as she saw Jesus die 
on the cross. Pope Pius VII extended this devotion to the whole Church 
and, in 1912, Pius X fixed the feast within the octave of the Nativity of 
Mary. 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Lk 2:34-35 Simeon said to Mary: Behold, this 
child is destined for the ruin and rising of many in Israel, and to be a 
sign of contradiction; and your own soul a sword will pierce. 
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Collect O God, who willed that, when your Son was lifted high on the 
Cross, his Mother should stand close by and share his suffering, grant 
that your Church, participating with the Virgin Mary in the Passion of 
Christ, may merit a share in his Resurrection. Who lives and reigns 
with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Hebrews 5:7-9; Psalm 30; 

John 19:25-27 or Luke 2:33-35 

The child's father and mother marvelled at what was said about him. 
Then Simeon blessed them and said to Mary, his mother: This child is 
destined to cause the falling and rising of many in Israel, and to be a 
sign that will be spoken against, so that the thoughts of many hearts will 
be revealed. And a sword will pierce your own soul too. (Luke 
2:33-35) 

Near the cross of Jesus stood his mother, his mother's sister, Mary the 
wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. When Jesus saw his mother 
there, and the disciple whom he loved standing near by, he said to his 
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mother, Dear woman, here is your son, and to the disciple, Here is your 
mother. From that time on, this disciple took her into his home. (John 
19:25-27) 

Mary Our first possible reading, from the Gospel of St Luke (Luke 
2:33-35), places us at the beginning of our Lord’s life in the company of 
a most holy group of persons gathered around him. For the Catholic 
Christian, at the least this scene ought to instil in him an undying 
respect for the Jewish people, for we have here the flower of human 
history. Jesus Christ is the Jewel of all jewels of mankind. No other 
can be compared with him. He is beyond compare because he is a 
divine Person who became man, the Saviour of the world and the fount 
of holiness. Now, he was not a Greek, a Roman, a Macedonian, but a 
Jew - a son of David, a descendent of Abraham, a Hebrew. He is the 
glory of the Jewish people. By a singular grace, his mother Mary was 
preserved free from original sin. By the grace of God and her own 
cooperation she remained sinless and was taken body and soul to 


heaven at the end of her mortal life. She is the mother God and the 
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mother of mankind in the order of grace. She too was a Jew - the glory 
of the Jewish people. She was a descendent of David, a Hebrew. Her 
husband Joseph was most holy and is declared by the Church to be the 
protector of the universal Church. He was the intimate of his 
foster-son, Jesus the Messiah. He was a Hebrew. But then there is in 
our Gospel scene Simeon, a man given over entirely to God and at this 
point uttering a prophecy about the child and his mother. Soon they 
would be joined by the holy prophetess Anna. It is a beautiful scene, so 
stamped with holiness and yet humble and ordinary. In my view, this 
small group ought to be considered the pride of the chosen people of 
God. They represent what the Christian calls the Old Testament, a 
group that at the same time takes us into the New Testament. This 
consideration ought to lead the Christian to look with admiration and 
affection on the Jewish people. But now, today the Church invites us to 
gaze in particular on Mary and to listen to the words of Simeon as he 
pronounces his prophecy about the child. He tells the holy couple that 
the Child will be the salvation of the chosen people and of the Gentiles. 
But there is something new in his inspired utterance. It is that this 
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Child will be the object of contradiction and suffering. Furthermore, 
his blessed mother will share in the suffering. 

We can imagine the joy that had filled the heart of Mary the 
mother of Jesus, a joy shared by her husband Joseph. Her son was the 
promised One. Wondrous things had been revealed to her about him by 
the Angel Gabriel. The throne of David would be his and he would rule 
over his House for ever. All that God had promised through the 
prophets would be fulfilled through him. He was the joy of the ages. 
But now, Simeon gives her and Joseph more information from God. 
She and her son would suffer profoundly and a sword would cut 
through into her very soul. It would be a living Passion and Death. 
Suffering would be an intimate part of the child’s mission and work as 
Messiah. It would be suffering stemming from opposition, hostility and 
rejection. She, who as mother was more intimately involved with him 
than any other in his infancy, would continue to be intimately involved 
with him in his mission, and more than any other. This would mean 
suffering with him, suffering with him more than any other, a suffering 
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of the soul. A sword would be driven into her very soul and it would be 
at the sight of her son’s suffering. That was the prophecy of this Gospel 
passage. Our second Gospel option for today takes us to the end of the 
child’s life and is drawn from the Gospel of St John (John 19: 25-27). 
Jesus is hanging on the cross offering himself to his heavenly Father for 
the sins of mankind, and Mary is nearby, utterly united with him in his 
suffering. The nails were driven into his hands and feet, and with each 
blow a sword was driven into her very soul. As he hung there dying, 
she was virtually dying of sorrow with him. As his heart was filled 
with love for the Father and for all mankind, so was hers. As he would 
not have had it otherwise than drink this cup and be baptized with this 
baptism, nor would she for it was the Father’s will. As he is the Man of 
sorrows, she is the Mother of sorrows. He suffered that we — as well 
as she — might have life in abundance. She suffered in union with him, 
and in this she is not only our mother but our model. She leads the way 
as the Church’s first and greatest member, indeed as the Church’s 
mother and model. As she suffered, so we are called to suffer with him 
and so to rise with him. In Christ, she is the Help of Christians. 
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Let us who wish to be Christ’s disciples understand that where 
he has gone, we should aspire to follow. If we wish to follow in his 
footsteps we must renounce ourselves, take up our cross every day and 
follow the path he has taken. Mary his mother and our mother shows us 
the way and intercedes on our behalf. A sword pierced her soul, and the 
generous Christian will share in that. As St Paul writes, if we share in 
Christ’s sufferings, we shall share in his resurrection. Let that be our 
hope. 
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Saint Matthew, Apostle and Evangelist (September 21) 

St Matthew Son of Alphaeus, Matthew was a publican, that is, a tax 
collector for the Romans. His profession was despised by the Jews. 
Nevertheless, our Lord called him to be an apostle. Matthew's vocation 
reminds us that sanctity is not restricted only to certain states in life. 
All professions, all our work and all our other endeavours should be 
sanctified. We do not know details of his evangelization or of his 
martyrdom which by most accounts took place in Persia or Ethiopia. 
Tradition unanimously acknowledges him as the author of the first 
Gospel, written in Aramaic or Hebrew, and afterwards translated into 
Greek. 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Mt 28:19-20 Go and make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them and teaching them to observe all that I have 
commanded you, says the Lord. 

Collect O God, who with untold mercy were pleased to choose as an 
Apostle Saint Matthew, the tax collector, grant that, sustained by his 
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example and intercession, we may merit to hold firm in following you. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Ephesians 4:1-7, 11-13; Psalm 19:2-5; 

Matthew 9:9-13 

As Jesus went on from there, he saw a man named Matthew sitting at 
the tax collector's booth. Follow me, he told him, and Matthew got up 
and followed him. While Jesus was having dinner at Matthew's house, 
many tax collectors and sinners came and ate with him and his 
disciples. When the Pharisees saw this, they asked his disciples, Why 
does your teacher eat with tax collectors and 'sinners'? On hearing 
this, Jesus scad, It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. 
But go and learn what this means: 7 desire mercy, not sacrifice.' For / 
have not come to ccdl the righteous, but sinners. (Matthew 9: 9-13) 

The Little Calls Till the end of the world, St Matthew’s Gospel will 
be drawing people to faith in Jesus Christ, and will be leading to 



2666 


sanctity those who have this faith. St Matthew scarcely features in the 
Gospel — he is mentioned at the time of his call. He hosts the great 
dinner in his house which gathers in the presence of our Lord his fellow 
tax collectors and sinners, enabling them to make direct acquaintance 
with our Lord. Beyond that, there is scarcely a mention. He is usually 
paired with Thomas — perhaps he was associated with him in some 
way. We do not know for certain the field of his labours subsequent to 
Pentecost and the expansion of the infant Church. His glory is his 
Gospel. But over and above all, he was one of the Twelve. He takes 
care to mention his previous profession — dishonourable in the sight of 
very many Jews. Matthew is “the tax collector.” Undoubtedly he 
looked on his own case in a fashion similar to the way St Paul viewed 
his. It was a marvel of grace to Paul that Christ called him — a 
persecutor of the Christians — to be an Apostle. It was a marvel of 
grace to Matthew that Christ called him — a tax collector — to be an 
Apostle. Perhaps our Lord saw in Matthew, sitting at his tax desk, a 
heart similar to that of the tax collector in his famous parable of the 
Pharisee and the Publican in the Temple. The Publican beat his breast 
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praying, O God, be merciful to me, a sinner. Matthew, humble and 
contrite in his heart, yearning for the mercy of God, heard the call of 
Christ and immediately got up to follow him. From tax collector to 
Apostle! Every vocation from God is an act of mercy for which we 
must be profoundly grateful. But let us notice an important detail. The 
momentous event of the call was expressed in a very ordinary 
circumstance. There were only two words uttered: “Follow me” 
(Matthew 9: 9-13). It was a simple event, a passing moment that could 
have occurred without consequence. There was no fanfare, no 
ceremony. It was something that suddenly came, and could have 
passed as suddenly, with the chance gone forever. A look, two words, a 
momentary pause: everything hung in the balance of the moment. 
Christ gazed, waited a moment, and Matthew rose to follow. 

Turning to another Gospel, that of St John, let us notice what 
happened in the case of others of the Twelve. We read in the Gospel of 
St John that John the Baptist saw Jesus walking. Perhaps he was 
walking away, leaving the scene of the Baptist for where he was 
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dwelling. John said to two of his disciples, There is the Lamb of God! 
That was all. It was a simple statement, and the two disciples began 
forthwith to follow Jesus. Had the two hesitated, they may not have 
decided to follow Jesus. Had John not made that remark, they would 
not have been led to leave him. They set out in silence, with the figure 
of the Man walking ahead of them. He stopped, turned, and asked 
them, what are you seeking? It was a question full of meaning, 
applicable to both the ordinary and the momentous. Come and see , he 
told them. What if he had not said that? These were the first two who 
showed an interest in him since his arrival at the scene of John’s 
baptisms. He simply invited them to come and see where he stayed, 
and it was done. They stayed with him and came to see and believe that 
he was the longed-for Messiah. But it all happened as a result of a 
simple, almost ordinary exchange of a few words. The point is that 
they were ready for the presence of God and his grace, and they rose to 
the occasion immediately. Let us follow our scene a little further. We 
read that one of the two went to his brother Simon, and brought him to 
Jesus. It was a simple event, but it changed entirely the course of 
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Simon’s life, and arguably affected the history of mankind to come. 
Simon became the visible rock of the Church, the seed and locale of the 
Kingdom of God. Again, the day before he left the district to return to 
Judaea, Jesus found Philip, and simply said to him what he would later 
say to Matthew, “Follow me!” and Philip did what Matthew would do, 
he followed him. Two words! It was a simple event on which hung so 
much. In our everyday life Christ is passing by, and by simple means 
and acts invites us to rise and to come. 

Where and when are such moments in life? The moments that 
are pregnant with significance every single day of our lives are the 
moments of duty. Every little duty is a call from the Master who says, 
Follow me! Duty is the anchor of daily life and the door to holiness. 
Duty is precious in its possibilities. It is thrilling in the consequences of 
its Yes - the Yes to duty, and awesome in the consequences of its No - 
the No to the call of the little duty. Duty! Man’s vocation is to know 
his duty, to do his duty, and to do it with love for the One from whom it 
ultimately derives. Every duty is a call from the One who is our divine 
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Friend, and in the duty we have the means of growing in his love and 
doing what we can, in union with him, to save the world. 
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Feast of the archangels Michael, Gabriel, Raphael (Sept. 29) 

Michael ("Who is like God?") is the archangel who fought Satan. He is 
the protector of all humanity and reminds us of the real existence of the 
devil and of demonic activity. For protection from the snares of the 
devil, it is good to have recourse to St. Michael. 

Gabriel ("Strength of God") announced to Zechariah the birth of John 
the Baptist; and to Mary, the birth of Jesus. His greeting to the Virgin, 
"Hail, full of grace," is one of the most familiar and frequent prayers of 
the Church. 

Raphael ("Medicine of God") is the archangel who took care of Tobias 
on his journey. Every person on his or her pilgrimage through this life 
also has a guardian angel with a mission similar to that of Raphael. 
This feast is sometimes called "Michaelmas." 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 103 (102):20 Bless the Lord, all you his 
angels, mighty in power, fulfilling his word, and heeding his voice. 
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Collect O God, who dispose in marvellous order ministries both 
angelic and human, graciously grant that our life on earth may be 
defended by those who watch over us as they minister perpetually to 
you in heaven. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. 

Scripture readings : Daniel 7:9-10.13-14 or Apocalypse 12:7-12; 

Psalm 137; John 1:47-51 

When Jesus saw Nathanael approaching, he said of him, Here is a true 
Israelite, in whom there is nothing false. How do you know me? 
Nathanael asked. Jesus answered, I saw you while you were still under 
the fig-tree before Philip called you. Then Nathanael declared, Rabbi, 
you are the Son of God; you are the King of Israel. Jesus said, You 
believe because I told you I saw you under the fig-tree. You shall see 
greater things than that. He then added, I tell you the truth, you shall 
see heaven open, and the angels of God ascending and descending on 


the Son of Man. (John 1:47-51) 
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The Archangels Among the many impressions we gain of Jesus in 
the Gospels is that he is full of Holy Scripture. In John’s Gospel from 
which our passage today is drawn, the first of our Lord’s recorded 
words are those directed to his earliest Apostles. He invites the two 
disciples of John who ask where he is staying, to come and see. He 
tells Simon that he will be called Cephas. He says to Philip, Follow me. 
A longer set of words is directed to Nathanael whom Philip brings to 
Jesus. After giving Nathanael high praise, he tells him that “you shall 
see heaven open, and the angels of God ascending and descending on 
the Son of Man" (John 1:47-51). Our Lord shows that he is full of the 
Scriptures, for the allusion to the great event in the Book of Genesis is 
clear (28:11-22). Jacob, the father of the twelve patriarchs, had just had 
his dream at Bethel, the sacred shrine. In the dream a stairway 
appeared. Perhaps it was like a long ascending ramp, not unlike a 
Babylonian temple tower with its top in the sky. In Genesis 11, men 
had built the Tower of Babel with its top in the sky, but it came to grief 
because men did it in independence of God. This stairway of Jacob’s 
dream, though, was reaching to the heavens and actually getting there, 
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for angels were going up and coming down on it. The meaning is clear: 
God was establishing a direct connection with Jacob and his 
descendants. God then appears to Jacob, guaranteeing that he will be 
with him and will fulfil his promises to him. In a sense, heaven was 
now opened, and as a result the angels were coming up and down on 
God’s stairway. Our Lord’s words to Nathanael foretell that he, 
Nathanael, will see the angels of God ascending and descending on the 
Son of Man. So there will be a new stairway, a new access made. 
Heaven will be opened up to man, and Nathanael will see the angels 
coming up and going down as a result. The sending and the coming of 
the angels is symbolic of the ready access to God and to heaven which 
Christ will bring about. Nathanael will see Christ do all this and will 
see the results. The angels are part and parcel of man’s communion 
with God, wrought by and in Jesus Christ. 

Scripture often speaks on the Angels. There is a whole book of 
the Old Testament given over to the care and guidance of Tobias by the 
Angel Raphael. Michael is mentioned twice in the Book of Daniel. In 
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the New Testament, Jude mentions him in his Letter, and the Book of 
Revelation depicts him defeating Satan. He, then, is the pre-eminent 
defender of God’s people against the demonic world. The Angel 
Gabriel is also mentioned in the Book of Daniel. Most especially, he 
came to Mary and to Elizabeth with the grand announcements of the 
Precursor and of the Messiah. St Paul refers to the Archangel at the 
final coming of Christ, in 1 Thessalonians 4. Our Lord often refers to 
the Angels, and as mentioned, he speaks of them at the outset in this 
Gospel scene with Nathanael. Our Feast today directs our attention to 
the three specially named Angels in the Scriptures, traditionally called 
Archangels because of the importance of their missions. They were 
God’s envoys, his messengers. The point, though, is that due to the 
Passion and Death of Jesus Christ, heaven has been opened for sinful 
man. There is now a profound communion existing between the fallen, 
struggling world and the glorious realm of God and the hosts of heaven. 
This is because God dwells with us. The doors are flung open, and the 
angels of God too, come and go on God’s errands, and we have ready 
access to them in faith. These powerful and beautiful spiritual beings, 
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persons who are in immediate contact with God and who see him face 
to face, are our companions. The staircase that our Lord refers to 
remains, and the angels ascend and descend. This vast visible world of 
ours, the limits of which we scarcely yet imagine, is enfolded within a 
much vaster and more powerful unseen world, that of God and heaven. 
The angels and archangels come and go. They are with us always by 
God’s commissioning. Every one of us has his heavenly friend to help 
us on our way of following Jesus Christ - and we celebrate this fact on 
the memorial day of our Guardian Angels on October 2 each year. 
Where Jesus is, the stairway to heaven stands, and the angels ascend 
and descend. If they are with us as our friends, then we ought cultivate 
their friendship and, in God, ask for their aid by their prayers and 
unseen intervention. 

Scripture shows the intervention of the Angels and Archangels 
for the benefit and protection of man. Well then, let us invoke their aid 
and depend on their help. God means them to be our helpers. O Angel 
of God, my Guardian dear, to whom God’s love commits me here. Ever 



2677 


this day be at my side, to light and guard, to rule and guide, Amen. Let 
that be our daily prayer. 


Further reading : The Catechism of the Catholic Church , no.328-336 
(The Angels) 
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Feast of St Luke, Evangelist (October 18) 

St. Luke A physician from Antioch, he converted to Christianity and 
accompanied Paul on two of his journeys. The author of both the third 
Gospel and the Acts of the Apostles, Luke devotes attention to Christ's 
birth and childhood, the universality of the Redemption, and to the Holy 
Spirit. 

Entrance Antiphon Is 52:7 How beautiful upon the mountains are the 
feet of him who brings glad tidings of peace, bearing good news, 
announcing salvation! 

Collect Lord God, who chose Saint Luke to reveal by his preaching 
and writings the mystery of your love for the poor, grant that those who 
already glory in your name may persevere as one heart and one soul and 
that all nations may merit to see your salvation. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 
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Scripture today : 2 Timothy 4:10-17b; Ps. 145:10-11,12-13, 17-18; 

Luke 10:1-9 

The Lord Jesus appointed seventy-two disciples whom he sent ahead of 
him in pairs to every town and place he intended to visit. He scad to 
them, “The harvest is abundant but the labourers are few; so ask the 
master of the harvest to send out labourers for his harveSt. Go on your 
way; behold, I am sending you like lambs among wolves. Carry no 
money bag, no sack, no sandals; and greet no one along the way. Into 
whatever house you enter, first say, ‘Peace to this household. ’ If a 
peaceful person lives there, your peace will rest on him; but if not, it 
will return to you. Stay in the same house and eat and drink what is 
offered to you, for the labourer deserves payment. Do not move about 
from one house to another. Whatever town you enter and they welcome 
you, eat what is set before you, cure the sick in it and say to them, ‘The 
Kingdom of God is at hand for you. (Luke 10:1-9) 

Witnessing to God It is very clear that in revealed religion — the 
religion of the Old and New Testaments — God has revealed himself as 
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Father. He is the Father, the Origin and the Lord of all. Together with 
this, one of the most notable features of revealed religion is, of course, 
its monotheism. It teaches that there is one God, whereas in the history 
of mankind, people more usually have worshipped many gods. 
Revealed religion has made great advances in acceptance by the peoples 
of the ages and, as a result, a great portion of mankind is now 
monotheist. But the absolutely distinct feature of the Christian religion, 
a feature accessible only by its being divinely revealed, is that this one 
God is in three distinct persons, each of whom is this one and only God. 
Judaism will not allow this, and Islam which professes to accept the 
religion of Abraham and the prophets — and even to recognize Christ 
as a prophet — will not allow this either, thinking it to be polytheism. 
Let us bear in mind these fundamental matters as we consider our 
Gospel passage today for the feast of St Luke the Evangelist. Our Lord 
sends the seventy-two out to prepare the way for him, and to announce 
the kingdom of God. We are also reminded of our Lord’s solemn 
warning elsewhere to bear witness to him: “/ tell you, whoever 
acknowledges me before men, the Son of Man will also acknowledge 
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him before the angels of God. But he who disowns me before men will 
be disowned before the angels ofGod. ,, If we acknowledge Jesus Christ 
as Lord then he will acknowledge us before the angels of God. We 
acknowledge Christ in a variety of ways, by our way of life, by our 
speech and words, by our defence of his teaching. It means 
acknowledging him as the Lord of lords, as the one to whom all 
authority in heaven and on earth has been granted. The entire life of the 
Christian ought to be an act of witness to this truth, and this was the 
work of Luke the Evangelist. Our Lord also goes on to say that the one 
who speaks a word against him, if repentant, can be forgiven. This is a 
consolation to the one who knows the truth and yet fails by his life to 
acknowledge Christ as Lord. 

St Luke in his Gospel, and especially in the Acts of the Apostles, 
writes of another divine Person, the Holy Spirit. Him Christ loves and 
exalts. We remember our Lord saying on one occasion that “ everyone 
who speaks a word against the Son of Man will be forgiven, but anyone 
who blasphemes against the Holy Spirit will not be forgiven.'’’’ Let us not 
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here determine the precise meaning of our Lord’s reference to a word or 
act of blasphemy against the Holy Spirit that cannot be forgiven. It 
appears to refer to some deliberate refusal to accept the light seen and 
known to be coming from God, a refusal that includes the light that has 
been granted to repent. Be that as it may, what is abundantly clear is 
that our Lord is referring to a divine Person. In referring to a 
“blasphemy ” against the Holy Spirit he is using a term applicable to an 
offence against God. Moreover, Christ speaks of the Holy Spirit with 
the utmost reverence as he would of his heavenly Father. Our Lord 
exalts the Holy Spirit and asks of his hearers that they exalt him in like 
manner. The Holy Spirit is not just a divine energy, a divine force. He 
is a Person. Moreover, our Lord goes on to speak of the Holy Spirit’s 
action in the believer on behalf of himself. “ When you are brought 
before synagogues, rulers and authorities, do not worry about how you 
will defend yourselves or what you will say, for the Holy Spirit will 
teach you at that time what you should say'’’’ (Luke 12: 8-12). If our 
vindication before the court of heaven will depend on our 
acknowledging Jesus as Lord — as our Lord makes clear it will — then 
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we can count on the assistance of the Holy Spirit in this. He will help 
us to bear witness to Jesus before rulers and authorities and all that is 
difficult. The Holy Spirit is God who can be blasphemed against, and 
he is our Help in bearing witness to Jesus. 

On the feast of St Luke the Evangelist, let us resolve to live a 
life that acknowledges Jesus as Lord. To him has been granted all 
authority in heaven and on earth. Our help and stay in this will be the 
Holy Spirit, who is the Lord and Giver of life. Together with the Lather 
and the Son he is to be adored and glorified. It is the mystery of 
mysteries, that the one only God is three divine Persons, each of whom 
is the one only God. Our vocation is to participate in their divine life 
and this we do by faith and baptism. Let us resolve to live accordingly. 
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Feast of Saints Simon and Jude, Apostles (October 28) 

Simon is usually called "the Zealot" (Lk 6:15), probably because he 
belonged to the Jewish party of the "Zealous of the Law." Jude , also 
called Thaddeus or "Courageous," is the disputed author of a short 
epistle in the New Testament. Tradition has it that they preached in 
Mesopotamia and Persia and there were martyred. 

Entrance Antiphon These are the holy men whom the Lord chose in 
his own perfect love; to them he gave eternal glory. 

Collect O God, who by the blessed Apostles have brought us to 
acknowledge your name, graciously grant, through the intercession of 
Saints Simon and Jude, that the Church may constantly grow by 
increase of the peoples who believe in you. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 


Scripture today : Ephesians 2:19-22; Ps. 19:2-3, 4-5; Luke 6:12-16 
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One of those days Jesus went up to the mountain to pray, and spent the 
night praying to God. When morning came, he called his disciples to 
him and chose twelve of them, whom he also designated apostles: 
Simon (whom he named Peter), his brother Andrew, James, John, 
Philip, Bartholomew, Matthew, Thomas, James son of Alphaeus, Simon 
who was called the Zealot, Judas son of James, and Judas Iscariot, who 
became a traitor. (Luke 6:12-16) 

The Essence of Discipleship Over the past century or more, one area 
of theological reflection has revolved around the question of the 
“essence” of Christianity. In the face of such a plethora of Christian 
communions and such a variety of Christian structures and beliefs, 
various thinkers have set themselves the goal of determining what is the 
fundamental nature of the Christian religion. For instance, some have 
considered that hearing the word of God and putting it into practice is 
of the essence. “Who is my brother and sister?” we read our Lord 
asking. “ Anyone who does the will of my Father in heaven, he is my 
brother and sister and mother .” Such persons will go on to propose 
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that wherever there is a person or community that sincerely hears, 
studies and accepts the word of God as given to us by Christ, and then 
puts it into practice, that person and that community are instances of 
true Christianity. Other examples could be given of answers to the 
question of the essence of Christianity. But the perennial danger of 
such a question and of many of the answers to it is that other essential 
elements are forgotten, with immense ramifications for the Christian 
religion itself. No one should doubt that hearing the word of God and 
putting it into practice is indeed of the essence of Christian discipleship, 
but there are other essential elements too. These other elements can be 
lost sight of. One is, how has Christ structured and organized the 
religion he has revealed? Did Christ intend that his disciples in their 
life of hearing his word and putting it into practice be members of a 
visible, structured body? Did he intend that the kingdom he was 
establishing be a divinely organized one here on earth, or was he 
leaving to the inclination and judgment of his future disciples the 
question of how they wished to organize themselves? We surely gain 
an indication of the answer to this from our Gospel passage today. 
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Christ built the religion he revealed on an apostolic foundation. It was 
not just a movement, but was founded on the Apostles. 

In our Gospel today our Lord, accompanied by his disciples, 
spends the whole night in prayer to his Father on the mountain. We 
read that “ when morning came, he called his disciples to him and chose 
twelve of them, whom he also designated apostles: Simon (whom he 
named Peter), his brother Andrew, James, John, Philip, Bartholomew, 
Matthew, Thomas, James son of Alphaeus, Simon who was called the 
Zealot, Judas son of James, and Judas Iscariot, who became a traitor ” 
(Luke 6:12-16). Christ did not just give his teaching, work his miracles, 
effect the world’s redemption by his death and resurrection, and then 
leave to the discretion of his disciples the business of bringing the 
redemption to the world through, say, a simple faith in his word or in 
whatever way they saw fit. No. He established a Church with a definite 
structure, and he expected his disciples to be members of this, his 
Church. He foresaw that many of his disciples in the course of time 
would depart from the Church he established, or would themselves be 
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children and descendants of those who had thus departed. This was not 
Christ’s intention. His intention was to establish a Church with its own 
divinely intended structure. That is to say, the essence of the Christian 
religion includes many things, and included among them is the 
divinely-established structure Christ gave to it. Now, we have the 
beginning of this step in our Gospel passage today. We read that he 
summoned his disciples and chose from among them the Twelve. 
These he called Apostles. This word, “Apostle,” ( apostolos , envoy, 
ambassador) we might note, did not become a term exclusive to the 
Twelve. St Paul insisted that he was a divinely appointed Apostle, but 
he was never one of the Twelve. On the Twelve Christ established his 
Church, and the true Church of Christ is that Church which is built on 
the Twelve and not just on this or that of Christ’s present or future 
disciples. The Gospels give us more information about the Twelve in 
the plan of Christ, such as (in Matthew 16) that Simon was their head 
and their rock and that on this rock Christ was building his Church. 
The point for today, though, is that the Christian religion is founded on 


the Twelve. It has a structure. 



2689 


It is important that we do not have a simplistic understanding of 
the Christian religion, for if we do we shall fail to appropriate many of 
the treasures and graces Christ left for those who wish to be his 
disciples. The fullness of the Christian religion as Christ revealed it is 
to be found where he intended it to be found and where he abides, for it 
subsists in him and being in union with him. He is found in his fullness 
in his Church, in the Church he founded on the Apostles. It is of this 
that we are reminded in our Gospel today. 
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Solemnity of All Saints (November 1) 

Today we celebrate the feast of all the unknown saints who are now in 
heaven. The Church reminds us that sanctity is within everyone's reach. 
Through the Communion of Saints we help one another achieve 
sanctity. 

Entrance Antiphon Let us all rejoice in the Lord, as we celebrate the 
feast day in honour of all the Saints, at whose festival the Angels rejoice 
and praise the Son of God. 

Collect Almighty ever living God, by whose gift we venerate in one 
celebration the merits of all the Saints, bestow on us, we pray, through 
the prayers of so many intercessors, an abundance of the reconciliation 
with you for which we earnestly long. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 


one God, for ever and ever. 
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Scripture today : Revelation 7:2-4, 9-14; Psalm 24:1-6; 

1 John 3:1-3; Matthew 5:1-12a 

Now when Jesus saw the crowds, he went up on a mountainside and sat 
down. His disciples came to him, and he began to teach them. He said: 
"Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of Heaven. 
Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. Blessed are 
the meek, for they will inherit the earth. Blessed are those who hunger 
and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. Blessed are the 
merciful, for they will be shown mercy. Blessed are the pure in heart, 
for they will see God. Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be 
called children of God. Blessed are those who are persecuted because 
of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. "Blessed are you 
when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil 
against you because of me. Rejoice and be glad, because great is your 
reward in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets 
who were before you. (Matthew 5:l-12a) 
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Heaven Today the Church thinks of all those who are in Christ and 
who now enjoy the vision of God in heaven. Their sanctification is 
complete. St Paul often refers to “the saints” and by this he means 
those who have been justified by their baptism into Christ and his 
Church, and whose sanctification is either proceeding in this life or is 
complete now in heaven. Sanctification is the work of a lifetime, life’s 
greatest and most demanding project. It is the great work of grace and 
our own cooperation, and if either element is lacking then our 
sanctification will fail. Today we think of all those now with Christ in 
heaven, and who are sanctified for eternity. It is, of course, impossible 
to be admitted definitively into the presence of God if one is in the state 
of sin, or bearing the effects of sin. Sin must first be purged from our 
hearts either in this life or in the next before we can enter our heavenly 
homeland with the all-holy God. So then, today we think of our 
heavenly homeland and those who have reached it. It is a tremendous 
thought. Amid all the woes and difficulties and disappointments of this 
life, we all have something wonderful ahead of us provided we keep to 


the track that will take us there. That track is union with Christ. Ahead 
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of us is heaven, where every tear will be wiped away. The essence of 
heaven is, of course, the direct and ravishing sight of God, whom 
Augustine describes as Beauty, Beauty ever ancient and ever new. 
Whatever beauty we experience in this life is but a pale reflection of the 
infinite and unending Beauty that is God. His goodness is boundless 
and his truth is utterly splendid. All words fail and all thoughts are 
inadequate in respect to the living eternal God who is now the unending 
delight of all those in heaven. They are there because of the work and 
merits of Jesus Christ. They are his trophy of victory. By his death on 
the cross he expiated for the sins of every man and woman and won for 
them the gift of the Holy Spirit, who justifies and makes holy the heart 
and soul of cooperating man. 

Those now in heaven are members of the Church, that portion of 
the Church which we may call triumphant for they now enjoy the 
triumph of Christ’s work for them. By the power of God’s grace they 
chose Christ during life and faithfully lived according to that choice. 
The cross triumphed in their life. Numerous of those in heaven the 
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Church has canonized, infallibly declaring them to be of high holiness 
and worthy of imitation in the Christian life. Far more persons, though, 
would be in heaven than merely those who have been canonized as 
saints. Some unknown to us could be even holier than some whose 
reputation for holiness the Church has known, rigorously studied and 
formally canonized after the signs of miracles granted by God in their 
favour. Far out ahead of all those in heaven, ahead of every angel, 
Archangel or saint, is the Virgin Mary. She is filled with holiness to an 
extent we can scarcely imagine and all by the free gift of God and her 
unfailing cooperation. From her conception she was always full of 
grace, and is the mother of God the Son made man. By God’s plan she 
is the mother of humanity in the order of grace. Her holy husband 
Joseph, united now eternally with her in love, intercedes on behalf of 
the universal Church. They and all the saints and angels in heaven are 
in Christ, and because they are in Christ they are united to all of us who 
are in Christ. We and they are members of the great communion of 
saints that makes up Christ’s Church. We should look to their example 
and inspiration to help us on the way of fidelity to Christ in all things. 
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Saint John Vianney, the great and humble parish priest of Ars in France 
during the first half of the nineteenth century, used read a lot of lives of 
the saints. He recommended the practice to all. Not only ought we to 
learn from them but we ought pray to them asking for their intercession. 
They are with God and so are in a privileged position to gain for us the 
favours God would like us to have. St Alphonsus Ligouri used say that 
the reason why we do not receive more from God is that we do not ask 
for more. The saints can help us by their intercession and example. 

The greatest “saint”, of course, is Christ himself. He is the 
holiest of the holy and is the very source of holiness for he is God 
himself, God the Son become man. But all those who are in him are to 
a greater or lesser extent saints in virtue of their union with him. Those 
now in heaven are definitively sanctified. They are truly saints and no 
further threat to their union with God will ever come. For ever and for 
ever they will enjoy the direct vision of God and the company of all 
those in heaven. That is the destiny to which we are all called. Let us 
not expose that wonderful prospect to any threat by deliberate sin. Let 
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us renounce sin daily and live for Christ for he is our life now and 
hereafter. 
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Commemoration of the Faithful Departed (November 2) 

The Church, after celebrating the feast of All Saints, today prays for all 
who, in the purifying suffering of purgatory, await the day when they 
will join in the company of those in heaven. The celebration of the 
Mass, which re-enacts the sacrifice of Calvary, has always been the 
principal means by which the Church fulfils the great commandment of 
charity toward the departed. We can also relieve their sufferings 
through our prayers, suffrages, and penances. Even after death, links 
with our fellow travellers are not broken. 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. 1 Thess. 4: 14; 1 Cor 15: 22 Just as Jesus died 
and has risen again, so through Jesus God will bring with him those 
who have fallen asleep; and as in Adam all die, so also in Christ will all 
be brought to life. 

Collect Listen kindly to our prayers, O Lord, and, as our faith in your 
Son, raised from the dead, is deepened, so may our hope of resurrection 
for your departed servants also find new strength. Through our Lord 
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Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Wisdom 3:1-9; Psalm 23:1-6; 

Romans 5:5-11 or Romans 6:3-9; John 6:37-40 

Jesus said, All whom the Father gives me will come to me, and whoever 
comes to me I will never drive away. For I have come down from 
Fleaven not to do my will but to do the will of him who sent me. And 
this is the will of him who sent me, that I shall lose none of cdl those he 
has given me, but reuse them up at the last day. For my Father's will is 
that everyone who looks to the Son and believes in him shall have 
eternal life, and I will raise them up at the last clay.” (John 6:37-40) 

Purgatory On November 1 and 2 the whole Church thinks of those 
who have died and who, in God, live on still. I have met elderly 
persons who think that death is the end of everything for the one who 
has died. There is no afterlife, so they think, no more than there is for 
any dog, cat or any other non-rational animal. This is not the moment 
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to discuss this sad opinion except to say in passing that, at the least, it 
goes against the voice of mankind as illustrated generally in its religions 
and popular culture. The Church, speaking in the name of Christ, states 
unequivocally that every person continues on in his spirit after death, 
and at the end of time will be reunited with his body in a new state. I 
vividly remember when I was a child reading in a book of science the 
author stating that matter cannot be created nor destroyed. He was 
speaking of what man can and cannot do. We cannot give to matter its 
existence, nor can we take from matter its existence. All we can do is 
change it for better or for worse in accordance with its capacities. 
Well, if matter cannot be created nor destroyed, much more so a man’s 
spirit can neither be created nor destroyed by any other created thing. A 
person is made up of spirit and matter, body and soul. Together they 
form the one human person, the soul or spiritual self informing the body 
and giving to it its unifying individuality. When the person dies, the 
body remains in the grave to alter in its corruption, but the spiritual self 
lives on for it cannot be destroyed by any created thing. What happens 
to the spirit has been revealed to us by God, although human reflection 
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also provides us with certain intimations of what we can expect. 
Following death comes the Judgment by our Creator. The upshot will 
be either Heaven or Hell. But today, November 2, All Souls Day, we 
think of those who strove in life to be good, often failed and yet 
continued to try to be good. They died in God’s friendship, but still 
they have need of purification if they are to enter into the happiness of 
heaven which consists in the sight and company of the infinite God. To 
be admitted definitively into the eternal presence of God with the 
indescribable happiness of an unending vision of the great and all holy 
God, they must be entirely purified of sin. It is God who will in his 
mercy purify them of any remnants of sin that remain after dying in the 
state of grace, and this purification and purgation the Church 
traditionally calls Purgatory. 

Each year on this day which we call All Souls Day, the whole 
Church remembers all those of Christ’s faithful who have departed this 
life in the state of grace, and who are still being purified of their sins. 
The Church especially remembers those who are forgotten. We pray 
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that their purification will be hastened so that they may enter the 
presence of God. We pray for the faithful departed on other occasions 
as well. At the funeral of a deceased person we pray for the repose of 
his soul. Every year in Australia, Anzac Day is celebrated in April. On 
that day Mass is said for the repose of the souls of those who have died 
in war defending the country. Of course it is possible that a person 
could have lived his Christian and moral life so well that at death he is 
worthy of immediate and definitive admittance into the presence of 
God. But out of charity we do not presume this because he may need 
our prayers, even though we might confidently expect that due to the 
power and grace of God he is saved. So we continue to pray for that 
person because of the doctrine of Purgatory, that after death there is 
probably still a further purification from sin and its remnants to be 
undergone. We often pray for our departed friends and relatives and the 
Catholic continues to have Masses said for the repose of his soul. On 
this day, All Souls Day, the entire Church thinks of all those still being 
purified in Purgatory and who, perhaps, have no one to pray for them. 


The Church teaches that because of the communion of saints, the 



2702 


faithful who are still pilgrims on earth are able to help the souls in 
Purgatory by offering prayers for them. We can also help them by 
almsgiving, indulgences, and works of penance. Because the souls 
being purified in Purgatory are united to Christ they are also in 
communion with us who are also in Christ, just as they are in 
communion with those in heaven. Just as we can help one another by 
our prayers, so we can help those in Purgatory by our prayers, and 
especially by the Mass which is Christ’s sacrifice of Calvary made 
present. We also help them by gaining indulgences for them, by our 
acts of charity and by our acts of self denial — in other words by the 
principal elements of our entire Christian life offered to God as a prayer 
for them. 

The Church formally teaches that we can help those who have 
died in Christ but who still need to be purified and sanctified before 
admittance into the all-holy presence of God for ever. Let us then act 
on this teaching given to us in the name of Christ, and assist in this way 
by our prayers those who have gone before us, both known and loved 
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by us, and those unknown, perhaps being unassisted by anyone now. 
How many persons may be in the state we call Purgatory with no one to 
assist them with their prayers! Let us then resolve to fill up our lives 
with this most worthy work of mercy. 

Further reading : The Catechism of the Catholic Church, no. 1030-1032 
(The final Purification, or Purgatory) 

-- 
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Feast of the Dedication of the Lateran Basilica (Nov. 9) 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Rev 21:2 I saw the holy city, a new Jerusalem, 
coming down out of heaven from God, prepared like a bride adorned for 
her husband. 

Or: Cf. Rev 21:3 Behold God’s dwelling with the human race. He 

will dwell with them and they will be his people, and God himself with 
them will be their God. 

Collect O God, who from living and chosen stones prepare an eternal 
dwelling for your majesty, increase in your Church the spirit of grace 
you have bestowed, so that by new growth your faithful people may 
build up the heavenly Jerusalem. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your 
Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. 

Or: O God, who were pleased to call your Church the Bride, grant that 
the people that serves your name may revere you, love you and follow 
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you, and may be led by you to attain your promises in heaven. Through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Ezechiel 47:1-2.8-9.12; Psalm 45; 

1 Cor. 3:9-11.16-17; John 2:13-21 

When it was almost time for the Jewish Passover, Jesus went up to 
Jerusalem. In the temple courts he found people selling cattle, sheep 
and doves, and others sitting at tables exchanging money. So he made 
a whip out of cords, and drove all from the temple courts, both sheep 
and cattle; he scattered the coins of the money changers and overturned 
their tables. To those who sold doves he said, "Get these out of here! 
Stop turning my Father's house into a market!" His disciples 
remembered that it is written: "Zeal for your house will consume me." 
The Jews then responded to him, "What sign can you show us to prove 
your authority to do all this?" Jesus answered them, "Destroy this 
temple, and I will raise it again in three days." They replied, "It has 
taken forty-six years to build this temple, and you are going to raise it 
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in three days?" But the temple he had spoken of was his body. After he 
was raised from the dead, his disciples recalled what he had said. Then 
they believed the scripture and the words that Jesus had spoken. (John 
2:13-22) 

The Temple In the history of religions there have always been 
shrines: places regarded as the special abode of the divine. Such places 
are sacred, and people have gone to them in order to encounter God and 
to seek blessings. Many examples of such locales could be given. The 
Black Stone of Mecca, so sacred to Islam, predates Mahomet as a kind 
of shrine. It has been suggested that the Black Stone may be a glass 
fragment from the impact of a fragmented meteorite some 6,000 years 
ago at Wabar, some 1,100 km east of Mecca. Its falling from the 
heavens may account for its ancient association with religion. In 
Revealed Religion, so strict in its monotheism, the pattern of hallowed 
places continues. The Temple of Jerusalem in our Lord’s time was the 
heart-beat of the chosen people of God. Solomon had built a 
magnificent Temple close to a thousand years before, and when it was 
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destroyed by the Babylonians in 586 BC, it was built again decades 
later. Centuries later, and just a few years before our Lord’s birth, it 
was renovated magnificently by Herod the Great. Despite the moral 
character of the builder, we have our Lord’s word for it that God dwelt 
there in an altogether special way, for he refers to it in our Gospel 
passage today as the house of his Father. As a child he lingered in the 
Temple, and when found by his parents, stated that (according to one 
rendering) he had to be in his Father’s house. The Holy Family of 
Jesus, Mary and Joseph had gone up to the Temple each year, 
doubtlessly full of faith in the divine presence there. We read that the 
prophetess Anna lived night and day in the Temple, in prayer and 
fasting. She lived in the presence of God, where God was solemnly 
worshipped. So the Temple of Jerusalem had been the locale of God’s 
special presence on this earth for centuries. In our Gospel today, our 
Lord cleanses his Father’s house of rampant irreverence, ordering all to 
“Stop turning my Father’s house into a market /” He refers to the new 
Temple that is himself, in which would be offered the perfect sacrifice 
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to his heavenly Father on the Cross. All would be invited to enter this 
new Temple and make it their abode. 

And this is the great reality of worship now. The risen Jesus 
abides here on earth in his body the Church. If Christ the head of the 
Church referred to himself as the Temple, the Church is also his Temple 
for the Church is his body. In this Temple which is his body the 
Church, Christ the Church’s head abides as mankind’s High Priest and 
Sacrifice. The sacrifice of Calvary, in which Christ offered himself to 
his heavenly Father on our behalf, is continually being made present in 
the celebration of the Eucharist. That is why the dedication of the 
Cathedral of a diocese is celebrated annually in that diocese. It is a day 
that honours the presence of Christ in his word and sacraments, 
especially the Eucharist, celebrated in the Cathedral. It is also the day 
when the diocese celebrates its reality as the local Church. It is the 
local Church, in which Christ our High Priest and Sacrifice abides, 
making present the worship he offered to the Father on the Cross. But 
the Church which Christ founded is not, in the first instance, the local 
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Churches. It is the entire communion of local Churches considered as a 
single entity, Christ’s Catholic Church founded on the rock of Peter to 
whom were given the Keys to the Kingdom of Heaven. It is in this 
single universal Catholic Church that our High Priest abides, making 
present his Sacrifice to the Father on our behalf. It is to honour this 
single communion in Christ that is the Catholic Church, that the 
universal Church celebrates the dedication of the Cathedral of the 
Successor of St Peter, the Cathedral of St John Lateran in Rome. In 
celebrating the dedication of this Cathedral, the Cathedral of the Bishop 
of Rome who is the chief pastor of the universal Church, we celebrate 
Christ’s priestly and sacramental presence in the universal Church. We 
also celebrate the universal communion with the successor of St Peter 
which is a fundamental cornerstone of Christ’s Catholic Church. All of 
these things we are reminded of as we think of Christ’s response to the 
question of his authority. ''‘'Destroy this Temple and in three days / will 


raise it up ” (John 2:13-22). 
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Let us love Christ. He is our High Priest, and our Sacrifice. Let 
us love the Church. It is the body of Christ, and his temple. He abides 
therein, and in the sacraments and the word, he gives himself to the 
Father and to us. Let us love each church wherein is present the 
Eucharistic Jesus, and wherein are celebrated the Sacraments and the 
word of God. Let us love the entire communion of the Church, 
symbolized by the dedication of the Basilica in Rome of St John 
Lateran, the Cathedral of the Bishop of Rome, Successor of St Peter, 
and Vicar of Jesus Christ. 
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Feast of Saint Andrew, Apostle (November 30) 

Bom at Bethsaida, Andrew was a disciple of John the Baptist before he 
became a follower of Christ, to whom he also brought his brother, 
Peter. According to tradition, he preached the Gospel in Greece and in 
the year 60 was crucified in Patras on an X-shaped cross. 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Mt 4:18-19 Beside the Sea of Galilee, the Lord 
saw two brothers, Peter and Andrew, and he said to them: Come after 
me and I will make you fishers of men. 

Collect We humbly implore your majesty, O Lord, that, just as the 
blessed Apostle Andrew was for your Church a preacher and pastor, so 
he may be for us a constant intercessor before you. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Romans 10:9 18; Psalm 19:8, 9, 10, 11; 


Matthew 4:18-22 
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As Jesus was walking by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon 
who is called Peter, and his brother Andrew, casting a net into the sea; 
they were fishermen. He said to them, "Come after me, and I will make 
you fishers of men." At once they left their nets and followed him. He 
walked along from there and saw two other brothers, James, the son of 
Zebedee, and his brother John. They were in a boat, with their father 
Zebedee, mending their nets. He called them, and immediately they left 
their boat and their father and followed him. (Matthew 4:18 22) 

Andrew In Matthew’s account, Andrew and his brother Simon were 
the first to be called by our Lord to follow him. Following his baptism 
in the river Jordan, our Lord retired to the desert to prepare for his 
ministry, and there he was tempted by Satan. It may have been about 
this time that John was arrested by Herod, and his arrest effectively 
ended his ministry. Our Lord departed for Galilee and there began his 
public mission. He began to preach that the kingdom of heaven was at 
hand, and it was at this point that h e formally called his first disciples to 
share in his mission. We do not read of John the Baptist calling on 
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persons to share in his mission. It seems that his disciples simply 
gathered around him to learn from a prophetic master. This gathering 
of disciples may have been common with prophets. Isaiah speaks (in 
his Book) of his disciples, but we notice that we do not read of their 
being called by Isaiah to share in his public mission. There were some 
precedents, though, to a succession in mission. The Book of 
Deuteronomy (34:9) describes Moses as the greatest prophet in Israel, 
and he had in Joshua a successor in his mission of leading the people. 
The lofty Elijah had in Elisha a disciple and one who would carry on his 
prophetic mission — indeed, with a double portion of his spirit. This 
might even be seen as a portent of the succession from John the Baptist 
to Jesus Christ, with Christ bearing a far greater portion of the Spirit, 
for the Holy Spirit was none other than his own Spirit. But from the 
outset of his public mission, our Lord is found not only attracting 
disciples but calling certain ones for a special share in his life and work. 
They would carry on his work as his “apostles,” his “envoys” bearing 
with them a portion of his Spirit. They would bring this same Holy 
Spirit to mankind through his Church, founded on Simon “who is called 
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Peter.” Andrew was a first disciple, indeed a first Apostle, called by 
Christ to be his companion and to be, with him, a fisher of men. He 
was to be one of an elite, chosen band of envoys who would form the 
foundation of the edifice that would last to the end, bearing in it the 
Kingdom. 

As we think of the call of Andrew, we think of what is the heart 
of the Christian religion. The Christian religion consists in the 
knowledge, the love, the service and the following of a specific person, 
Jesus Christ. It consists of a personal relationship with the person of 
Jesus, living in his company, sharing his life, considering him as one’s 
Master, and joining him in doing what he is doing. While Matthew 
reports the call of Andrew as occurring in Galilee by the sea-shore, John 
in his later Gospel provides more details that may or may not have been 
known to Matthew. John tells us that the call of Andrew was not the 
first time Andrew and Christ had met. In fact they had met before our 
Lord began his public ministry. They met after our Lord’s baptism, and 
at the instigation of John the Baptist, whose disciple Andrew had been. 
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John had pointed Jesus out to Andrew and another of his disciples — 
whose identity the author of the Gospel chooses not to divulge, perhaps 
out of humility. But Andrew was one of the two (John 1: 35-39). The 
two spent the rest of the day with our Lord, and how wonderful a late 
afternoon and evening it must have been! Andrew was now a friend of 
Jesus Christ! He knew — and he told Simon his brother — that Jesus 
was the Messiah. He it was who brought Simon to Jesus (John 1: 40- 
42). This earlier history of the relationship between Andrew and Jesus 
Christ, not provided by Matthew but by John the Evangelist, reminds us 
that the first thing is one’s discovery of the person of Jesus Christ, 
meeting him, and getting to know him. Andrew in his heart belonged to 
Jesus Christ prior to his formal call by the Sea of Galilee to live as his 
companion and devote his life to the mission of Jesus. He would, like 
Elisha, receive a portion of the Spirit of Jesus — only a portion! — and 
would bring that redeeming and sanctifying Gift to the world. He 
would be a fisher of men, in the tradition of his unique Master, living in 
union with him for the rest of his days and sharing in his death at the 


last. 
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In thinking of St Andrew and his wondrous call to live and work 
with Jesus Christ, let us think of the grandeur of the Christian calling. 
Each of us receives that call at our Baptism and then at our 
Confirmation. On each occasion we receive a portion of the Spirit of 
Jesus Christ, a portion of that grace and those gifts. We receive the 
vocation to be friends of Jesus and his envoys in the milieu of our life 
and circumstances. Let us look to Andrew to show us the way. He was 
the first to be called along with his co-disciple of John the Baptist — 
usually considered to be “the beloved disciple”, John the Evangelist. He 
was the first, and remained faithful to the last. 
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The Immaculate Conception (December 8) 

Pope Pius IX instituted this solemnity when he proclaimed as dogma 
the truth of Mary’s Immaculate Conception on December 8, 1854, 
formally affirming the traditional belief of the Church that she was 
conceived free from the stain of original sin. This feast has been 
celebrated in the East and also in many places in the West since the 
eighth century. Mary’s freedom from all sin is the most beautiful fruit 
of the work of redemption accomplished by her Son. Chosen as Mother 
of the Saviour, Mary received the benefits of salvation from the 
moment of her conception. Christ came to take away the sin of the 
world; he did not allow that sin to contaminate Mary. In her sanctity, 
then, she is a model for all Christians. We should seek her intercession 
in our own struggles with sin. Mary is the patroness of the United 
States under the title of the Immaculate Conception. 

Entrance Antiphon Is 61:10 I rejoice heartily in the Lord, in my God is 
the joy of my soul; for he has clothed me with a robe of salvation, and 
wrapped me in a mantle of justice, like a bride adorned with her jewels. 
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Collect O God, who by the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed 
Virgin prepared a worthy dwelling for your Son, grant, we pray, that, as 
you preserved her from every stain by virtue of the Death of your Son, 
which you foresaw, so, through her intercession, we, too, may be 
cleansed and admitted to your presence. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Genesis 3:9-15, 20; Psalm 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4; 

Luke 1:26-38 

In the sixth month, the angel Gabriel was sent from God into a city of 
Galilee, called Nazareth, to a virgin espoused to a man whose name 
was Joseph, of the house of David; and the virgin's name was Mary. 
The angel entered and said to her: "Hail, full of grace, the Lord is with 
you. Blessed are you among women." When she heard this she was 
troubled at his words, and considered within herself what manner of 
salutation this was. And the angel send to her: "Fear not, Mary, for you 
have found grace with God. Behold you will conceive in thy womb and 
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will bring forth a son; and you will call his name Jesus. He will be 
great, and will be called the Son of the most High; and the Lord God 
will give to him the throne of David his father. He will reign in the 
house of Jacob for ever, and of his kingdom there will be no end." Mary 
said to the angel, "How will this be, since I do not know man?" And the 
angel said to her, "The Holy Spirit will come upon you and the power of 
the most High will overshadow you. And so the Holy One who will be 
born of you will be called the Son of God. Behold your cousin 
Elizabeth has cdso conceived a son in her old age and she who has been 
called barren in now in her sixth month, because nothing is impossible 
with God." Mary said, "Behold the handmaid of the Lord; be it done to 
me according to your word." And the angel departed from her. (Luke 
1:26-38) 

Mary Free of Sin Most religious people have heard of Lourdes in 
France to which every year vast numbers make a pilgrimage. People 
visit the waters of Lourdes and many scientifically verified cures have 
occurred there. It is the place where, in 1858, Mary the mother of 
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Christ appeared on several occasions to the young Bernadette Soubirous 
who, because of her very holy life subsequent to those appearances, has 
since been canonized. At one point during those appearances 
Bernadette asked the Lady who she was. The Lady replied in the 
dialect of Bernadette, "7 am the Immaculate Conception." When 
questioned by the parish priest about the alleged Lady and who she was, 
Bernadette gave that answer and the parish priest was amazed because 
he knew Bernadette did not know of this title, nor what it meant. In 
fact, four years before in 1854, Pope Pius IX after consulting widely 
among the bishops as to the faith of the Church, had defined it to be a 
Christian dogma and an inseparable part of Revelation that the Blessed 
Virgin Mary was preserved from original sin at her conception. She 
was conceived free from our common sinful condition which is the 
direct result of the original sin of our first parents. This meant that 
natural selfish inclinations were not warring against her calling to obey 
God totally. By a singular gift of grace, love of self did not 
instinctively and with persistence supplant and vitiate her mighty 


resolve to love God. Just as Adam and Eve came into this world from 
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the hand of God, oriented to him by nature and abundant grace, so too 
did Mary. Adam and Eve fell through deliberate sin. Mary flowered in 
prodigious grace through her faith and obedience. Never did she turn 
back in any sense at all. The sanctuary of God which was her 
conscience was kept as God’s dwelling place and a pure echo of his 
voice. God dwelt in her conscience as the Lord and King thereof, and 
the upshot was that she was full of grace and the Lord was constantly 
with her to the very end. She was bom, lived and died full of grace. 

It is because the Church formally teaches it that we know what 
has been revealed and what is truly and clearly taught in the Scriptures, 
and indeed which books are inspired and so make up the Scriptures. So 
too, because of the solemn word of the Church, we know for certain 
that the Virgin Mary was immaculately conceived. The Church is 
endowed with the gift of the Holy Spirit to guide her in retaining 
faithfully what Christ taught us and in coming to see with certainty the 
implications of this teaching. It takes time for the full implications of 
Revelation to be explicitly developed, just as it takes time for the 
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human being or indeed any living thing to be fully developed. 
Accordingly, prior to the Church’s defining the matter of Mary’s 
immaculate conception, theologians had differed as to its certainty — 
even though it was widely accepted and celebrated. But then finally the 
Church spoke and resolved the matter for those still uncertain. This the 
Church has done in the case of various prerogatives of the Virgin Mary. 
By virtue of the future merits of her divine Son and Saviour she was 
conceived free from original sin, and indeed so holy did she become by 
the power of grace that the wages of sin — i.e., the corruption of death 
— did not touch her. For instance, Pope Pius XII in 1950 defined it as a 
dogma of revelation that she was taken body and soul glorious into 
heaven at the end of her mortal life (whether or not she actually died). 
These extraordinary privileges of grace were bestowed on Mary 
because she was the mother of the Son of God made man, the Redeemer 
of mankind and therefore her Redeemer too. As Scotus explained, she 
was preserved free from original sin by the grace of Christ her future 
son and Saviour. Furthermore, through the grace merited by his 


sacrifice she was enabled to be faithful to God’s will in all its details 
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during her all holy life. With good reason the Angel in our Gospel 
scene (Luke 1:26-38) addresses her as the one full of grace, and that the 
Lord was with her. All of this we think of on the feast of her 
Immaculate Conception. 

The wonderful thing is that Christ the Son of God has given his 
mother to be our mother too. She is the mother of the Saviour! How he 
must love her! With pride and love he would have introduced her to his 
growing band of disciples during his public ministry. She became and 
is now and always will be the mother and the model of the Church and 
all the Church’s faithful. Let us cultivate a true devotion to holy Mary, 
the Mother of God and let us ask her to pray for us sinners now and at 
the hour of our death. 
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Feast of Saint Stephen, deacon and first martyr 
(December 26) 

St. Stephen was a deacon in the early Church and was the first Christian 
martyred for his faith. He was one of the seven deacons who helped the 
apostles (Acts 6:1-6) and was “filled with faith and with the Holy 
Spirit,” and was “full of fortitude” (Acts 6:5, 8). Stephen died praying 
for his executioners. The similarities between Stephen’s martyrdom 
and the crucifixion of Our Lord emphasize his imitation of Christ even 
unto the complete gift of self. 

Entrance Antiphon The gates of heaven were opened for blessed 
Stephen, who was found to be first among the number of the Martyrs 
and therefore is crowned triumphant in heaven. 

Collect Grant, Lord, we pray, that we may imitate what we worship, 
and so learn to love even our enemies, for we celebrate the heavenly 
birthday of a man who knew how to pray even for his persecutors. 
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Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59; 

Psalm 31:3cd-4, 6 and 8ab, 16bc and 17; Matthew 10:17-22 

Jesus said to his disciples, "Beware of men. For they will deliver you 
up to councils, and they will scourge you in their synagogues. And you 
will be brought before governors and kings for my sake to testify before 
them and the Gentiles: But when they deliver you up, take no thought as 
to how or what to say, for it shall be given you in that hour what to say. 
For it is not you who will speak but the Spirit of your Father who 
speaks in you. Brother will deliver up brother to death and the father 
the son. Children will rise up against their parents and will put them to 
death. And you will be hated by all men on account of me but the one 
who perseveres to the end will be saved. ” (Matthew 10:17-22) 

The Mission There are a few obvious and distinctive things about 
Christian discipleship as portrayed in our Lord’s words today. To begin 
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with, being a disciple of Christ is not just a personal and private affair. 
It is not just a matter of my choosing to follow and learn from Jesus 
Christ, in the way one might choose to embrace the thought of a 
particular philosopher. I remember when studying philosophy at one 
Australian university I was told by the head of that department that one 
of his colleagues was a Hegelian. That is, he adhered to the philosophy 
of Hegel. What I am saying is that being a disciple of Christ means also 
adhering to the person of Jesus Christ and sharing in his mission to 
others. It is not just a matter of privately accepting a system of thought 
and teaching. Christ gave himself over to bearing witness to the truth of 
God, and that truth was in the first instance the truth about himself. As 
he stated to Pontius Pilate, for this was he bom, to bear witness to the 
truth. He stood before Pontius Pilate because he had borne witness to 
the truth about himself before the leaders of the Jews. Being Christ’s 
disciple includes, as an essential element, the commitment to share in 
this mission in everyday life whatever be the circumstances. Further, 
the witness that is given by the disciple of Christ is not just to a body of 
thought in the way an enthusiastic adherent to Marxism might give his 
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life over to the spread of the thought of Karl Marx. Though the thought 
of Marx is now thoroughly dated and discredited, one still finds on 
university campuses a stall manned by a few students promoting 
Marxist literature. Yes, the disciple of Christ bears witness to the 
thought and teaching of Jesus Christ. But in the first instance this means 
endeavouring to introduce people to Jesus himself as to a living person 
and not just as to a system of thought. If he is to do this, he himself 
must have a personal acquaintance with the living though unseen Jesus. 
This knowledge of Christ must be personal, sure and certain, based on 
well-grounded faith. 

Many decades ago the great Pope Pius XII insisted in his 
teaching that an essential element of the Christian life is that it be 
apostolic and missionary. That is to say, one is not a true disciple if one 
lacks the desire and intention to bear practical witness to the living 
Jesus and his revelation. Discipleship is not simply a matter of personal 
prayer and private religious practice — even though personal prayer 
and religious practices are essential to the Christian life. One must 
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have, and one must exercise, a sense of mission on behalf of the person 
of Jesus. In one’s everyday life the Christian is an ambassador for the 
living unseen Lord and King. I remember chatting with a novelist and 
essayist and I was warmly encouraging him in his chosen profession. I 
pointed out that his work is a very important one because through his 
writing he can influence the culture of his society. He replied that in his 
writing he does not think of that — he just writes, implying (I think) 
that the authentic way to write is by letting it just come without any 
other higher motive. He did not want to write with a motive of 
influencing readers in a certain direction. I think he felt that writing 
with this purpose would lessen its authenticity. But I pointed out to him 
that as a Christian he shares in Christ’s mission and that in his life’s 
work he must exercise his mission of bearing witness to the truth of 
Jesus, directly or indirectly. This is indeed the case. What is the 
meaning of life? The meaning of life is to know Christ and bear 
witness to him and his divine revelation before the world of everyday. 
In our Gospel passage today, our Lord assures his disciples that they 
will face difficulties in bearing witness to him, but that they were not to 
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worry about their own inadequacy. They will be helped from on high. 
“When they hand you over, do not worry about how you are to speak or 
what you are to say. You will be given at that moment what you are to 
say. For it will not be you who speak but the Spirit of your Father 
speaking through you.” (Matthew 10:17-22). This implies that we 
ought to pray to the Holy Spirit frequently for the help and guidance we 
need in bearing witness to our living Lord. 

There is a famous catchcry. It is that life is short and eternity 
long. How true! The Christian has a great work to do in life. In the 
first instance, it is to believe in the one whom God has sent, Jesus 
Christ. Secondly, and as an essential part of this life of faith, it is to bear 
witness to the one in whom we believe. The salvation of the world 
depends on our united witness to Jesus. Let us allow our Lord’s words 
to ring constantly in our ears, “Go out to the whole world and make 
disciples of all the nations. The one who believes will be saved.” 
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Feast of Saint John, Apostle and evangelist (December 27) 

Bom in Bethsaida, a fisherman, he was called to follow Jesus while 
mending his nets. Known as the “beloved disciple,” John wrote the 
fourth Gospel, three Epistles, and the Book of Revelation. His passages 
on the pre-existence of the Word, who by his Incarnation became the 
light of the world and life of our souls, are among the finest of the New 
Testament. He is the evangelist of Christ’s divinity and fraternal love. 
With James, his brother, and Simon Peter, he was present at the Lord’s 
Transfiguration. At the Last Supper, he leans on the Master’s breast. At 
the foot of the cross, Jesus entrusts his mother to his care. John’s pure 
life kept him very close to Jesus and Mary. John was exiled to the 
island of Patmos under Emperor Domitian. 

Entrance Antiphon This is John, who reclined on the Lord’s breast at 
supper, the blessed Apostle, to whom celestial secrets were revealed 
and who spread the words of life through all the world. 
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Or: Cf. Sir 15: 5 In the midst of the Church he opened his mouth, and 
the Lord filled him with the spirit of wisdom and understanding and 
clothed him in a robe of glory. 

Collect O God, who through the blessed Apostle John have unlocked 
for us the secrets of your Word, grant, we pray, that we may grasp with 
proper understanding what he has so marvellously brought to our ears. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : 1 John 1:1-4; Psalm 97:1-2, 5-6, 11-12; 

John 20:1a and 2-8 

On the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene came early to the tomb 
when it was still dark, and she saw the stone taken away from the tomb. 
So she ran to Simon Peter and to the other disciple whom Jesus loved, 
and said to them: They have taken the Lord away from the tomb, and 
we do not know where they have laid him. Peter therefore went out, 
and the other disciple, and they came to the tomb. And they both ran 
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together, and the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. 
And when he stooped down he saw the linen cloths lying but did not 
immediately go in. Then Simon Peter, following him, arrived and went 
into the tomb. He saw the linen cloths lying, as well as the cloth that 
had been about his head not lying with the linen cloths, but apart, 
wrapped up into one place. Then the other disciple who had arrived 
first also went in. He saw and believed. (John 20: la and 2-8) 

Love For Jesus It is generally agreed among most New Testament 
scholars that the Gospel of St John is the last written of the gospels, and 
perhaps put together in its final form near the end of the first century. I 
have seen this radically challenged by serious scholars who place it 
much earlier, their main evidence being internal to the Gospel itself. 
Whatever of that, it is remarkable how vivid is the impression of the 
person of Jesus in that Fourth Gospel and how fresh are the details so 
often given. An instance of this freshness and care in detail are the last 
two chapters which narrate the discovery of the empty tomb and the 
subsequent appearances of the risen Jesus. Our Gospel passage today 
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clearly has for its source “the other disciple whom Jesus loved the 
companion of Simon Peter who ran ahead of Peter and reached the 
tomb first. Very significantly he saw the way the linen cloths were 
situated and folded, and as a result, “he saw and believed.’’' (John 20:1a 
and 2-8) Three figures feature in the passage: Mary Magdalene who 
carried the news of the empty tomb, and Simon and the other disciple 
who saw the empty tomb for themselves. But let us notice something 
that distinguishes each of them: the burning love they had for Jesus. 
Mary Magdalene “ran” to the two Apostles, and they in turn “both ran” 
to the tomb, while the disciple Jesus loved “ran faster than Peter and 
arrived at the tomb first.” Their running shows their love, and it is this 
love which marks the disciple of Christ. The disciple does not simply 
appreciate and accept the teaching of Jesus, although this of course is 
essential. He loves the very person of Jesus. The Christian religion 
involves a personal relationship with the person of Jesus, a relationship 
that is one of profound and ardent love. The first and foremost love, the 
love that is at work in the first instance is the love of Jesus for his 


disciple. “You did not choose me. I chose you, and I commissioned you 
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to go out and to bear fruit, ” our Lord said to his disciples. His love for 
us inspires in us an ardent love for him. 

Moreover, the one whom the Christian loves is a very concrete 
person. He is not just an idea, a thought, an image. He is a real and 
living individual. Jesus had terrible things happen to him and there are 
historical documents — the Gospels — which describe them. He 
actually died, he was buried, and the tomb was then discovered to be 
empty. There was a time when certain objectors to Christianity actually 
denied that Jesus even lived. They denied he was an historical 
personage, claiming instead that he was an invention of scheming or 
deluded groups of people. The absurdity of this scarcely needs 
mentioning, but even today significant groups deny basic facts about 
him. Officially Islam denies that Christ actually died on the cross. 
Presumably this position issues from a refusal to accept the idea of so 
holy a prophet being allowed to die such a terrible death as well as the 
fact of the physical Resurrection. But it is entirely gratuitous. There is 
not the slightest historical support for any denial that Christ died on the 
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Cross. Other persons deny that he rose from the dead - that is to say, 
they deny the credibility of those who witnessed the risen and living 
Jesus. There have been any number of interpretations of the historical 
figure of Jesus. Our Gospel passage today places before us the 
testimony of those who knew Christ personally and intimately. He died 
and was buried. They found his tomb empty except for his burial 
cloths, and, interestingly, even this empty tomb contained compelling 
evidence of his resurrection from the dead. Something about the very 
appearance and position of his burial cloths showed that he had risen. 
The “disciple Jesus loved” saw this and he believed. I remember years 
ago being at the tomb of Christ in Jerusalem, and an American tourist 
came in and wanted to know where the body of Christ was buried - that 
is, where his remains are to be found. The remains of Christ will never 
be found. That was where they laid him. But he is risen. He is our 
risen Lord, and is our joy for all ages. 

Today is the feast of St John the evangelist, the disciple whom 
Jesus loved and the source of our Gospel narrative today. He is a vivid 
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example of undying personal love for Jesus, a love that bore witness to 
the risen living Jesus. Every Christian is called to bear witness to the 
fact of Jesus, to his life and revelation, and to his death and his 
resurrection. Let us show our love for Jesus by bearing this daily 
witness to him before the world of our everyday life and work. 

-<b»©«d>- 
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Feast of the Holy Innocents, martyrs (December 28) 

The Church celebrates the memory of the babies whom Herod put to 
death in his attempt to kill Jesus. These innocent victims thus bear 
witness to Christ to a world unwilling to receive him. 

Entrance Antiphon The innocents were slaughtered as infants for 
Christ; spotless, they follow the Lamb and sing for ever: Glory to you, 
O Lord. 

Collect O God, whom the Holy Innocents confessed and proclaimed 
on this day, not by speaking but by dying, grant, we pray, that the faith 
in you which we confess with our lips may also speak through our 
manner of life. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. 

Scripture today : 1 John l:5-2:2; Psalm 124:2-5, 7cd-8; 


Matthew 2:13-18 
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After the Magi had departed, behold an angel of the Lord appeared to 
Joseph in a dream, saying: “Arise, and take the child and his mother, 
and flee into Egypt: and stay there until I tell you. For Herod will seek 
the child to destroy him. ” Joseph arose, and took the child and his 
mother by night, and went to Egypt and he was there until the death of 
Herod. This took place so that what was foretold by the prophet might 
be fulfilled, “Out of Egypt have I called my son. ” Then Herod, 
perceiving that he had been tricked by the wise men, was exceedingly 
angry. He arranged to destroy all the boys of two years and under in 
Bethlehem and its surrounding district, according to the time when he 
had carefully inquired of the wise men. Then was fulfilled that which 
was spoken by Jeremiah the prophet, “A voice in Rama was heard, 
lamentation and great mourning; Rachel bewailing her children, and 
would not be comforted, because they are no longer (Matthew 
2:13-18) 

Bearing Witness Today the Church celebrates the unknown infants 
of Bethlehem who were quietly and ruthlessly dispatched by Herod. 
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This occurred because the Christ-child had been bom in their midst at 
about the same time as their own birth. While the Church invites us to 
think of the lesson of their brief lives, in the first instance we are invited 
to think of Christ. He is at the centre of the Gospel scene in that it was 
because of Herod’s response to him that this happened. In one Gospel 
scene after another we see how, as St John puts it in the prologue of his 
Gospel, the Word of God came unto his own and his own did not 
receive him. It is the mystery of sin, the sin that is so embedded in the 
world and so powerful a force in its functioning. God became man but 
a major element in the world, the world that had come from his hands, 
did not accept him. It did not accept him, it opposed him, it hated him, 
it endeavoured to destroy him, and in due course it did indeed destroy 
him. The “world” and its Prince attacked, injured and put an end to the 
life of the Son of God made man. We see this pattern appear as soon as 
the Son of God entered the world. Herod heard (from pagan wise 
men!) that the infant King had arrived, the One long foretold. Herod 
immediately planned his destruction. Now this is a most important 


lesson for each of us - for there can be a touch of Herod in us too. 
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Long before, the prophet Nathan had told King David a story of a 
murderer. He asked David what should be done to the murderer in the 
story, and David had said that the man ought be put to death. Nathan 
replied: ‘Tom are that man!” For David himself was a murderer, having 
arranged the death of Uriah the Hittite. Each of us has in us something 
of Herod, in that the sin within us rises up against the Son of God and 
resists him. The sin within us and with which to a greater or lesser 
extent we so often co-operate, draws us into offending God. As we 
contemplate the arrival of the Christ-child and Herod’s sinful response 
to him, let us resolve to renounce sin and to accept Christ and his 
revelation totally. 

Our Gospel scene today (Matthew 2:13-18) also invites us to 
think of these innocent infants so ruthlessly done away with. Due to the 
circumstance of the time and locale of their birth, they were 
unknowingly associated with the Messiah, and because of hatred for 
Christ they were pitilessly put to death. The suffering this caused their 
parents and families and the community of Bethlehem would have been 
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incalculable. The Church honours them because of their association 
with Christ in their death. They died because of hatred for Christ, even 
though they did not realize it. The celebration of this by the Church in 
her liturgy century after century surely shows forth the immense dignity 
of being associated with Christ in life and in death, whatever be one’s 
circumstances or age. By their death, these Innocents bore witness to 
the supremacy of Christ which Herod attacked. That God abundantly 
blessed the uncomprehending sacrifice of these Innocents is proven by 
the fact that they are celebrated in the Church’s liturgical year as 
martyrs for Christ. The point is that the supreme work of life is to be 
associated with Christ and to bear witness to him. All are called to do 
this and it is within the reach of all from the youngest to the oldest, 
from the greatest to the least, from the most prominent and well-known 
to the most ordinary and unknown. Let us then be among those who 
take their stand with Christ, who choose to walk in his company and 
participate in his mission. His mission is to manifest himself to the 
world as the Lord of lords and the King of kings. With the coming and 
presence of Christ, the world is not simply a vast ensemble of elements 
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that roll on in their unceasing functions. The world has an Absolute, a 
Centre, a High Point, a Meaning. The world has one Reference Point 
on which hinges everything. Christ is the transcendent heart and soul 
of the world, utterly transcending it in his divinity, while being 
profoundly part of it in his humanity. Let us then cling to him, and 
moment by moment associate with him. Our life and our death should 
constitute a grand association with Christ, a following in his footsteps to 
the very end. 

Our Lord said to his disciples, you have not chosen me, no. I 
have chosen you, and I am sending you out to bear fruit that will last. 
That lasting fruit is discipleship. Being a disciple means living in 
profound association with him who is our supreme Friend. It means 
bearing witness to him and in this way winning the world for him. We 
are to make disciples of all the nations. The whole world is called to 
belong to Christ and to bear witness to him to the end. 








Special Occasions 
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The Day of the Nation (e.g., Australia Day, January 26) 

Many examples could be given of National Days. It is the day when a 
country reflects on what has been achieved and the blessings that are 
the source of gratitude and national pride. It is the day for all to re¬ 
commit themselves to making the country an even better place for the 
future. Australia Day, 26 January, is the anniversary of the arrival of 
the First Fleet of convict ships from Great Britain, and the raising of the 
Union Jack at Sydney Cove by its commander Captain Arthur Phillip, 
in 1788. 

Entrance Antiphon I will praise you, Lord, among the peoples, among 
the nations sing psalms to you, for your mercy reaches to the heavens, 
and your truth to the skies. 

Collect Grant, we pray, O Lord our God, that as the Cross shines in 
our southern skies, so may Christ being light to our nation, to its 
peoples old and new, and by saving grace, transform our lives. 
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Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Possible Scripture readings : Isaiah 32:15-18; 

1 Corinth 12:4-11 or Romans 12:9-13; 
Matthew 5:1-12 or Luke 12:22-32 

Then Jesus said to his disciples: Therefore I tell you, do not worry 
about your life, what you will eat; or about your body, what you will 
wear. Life is more than food, and the body more than clothes. 
Consider the ravens: They do not sow or reap, they have no storeroom 
or barn; yet God feeds them. And how much more valuable you are 
than birds! Who of you by worrying can add a single hour to his life? 
Since you cannot do this very little thing, why do you worry about the 
rest? Consider how the lilies grow. They do not labour or spin. Yet I 
tell you, not even Solomon in all his splendour was dressed like one of 
these. If that is how God clothes the grass of the field, which is here 
today, and tomorrow is thrown into the fire, how much more will he 
clothe you, O you of little faith! And do not set your heart on what you 
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will eat or drink; do not worry about it. For the pagan world runs after 
all such things, and your Father knows that you need them. But seek 
his kingdom, and these things will be given to you as well. Do not be 
afraid, little flock, for your Father has been pleased to give you the 
kingdom. (Luke 12:22-32) 

Love for the Fatherland It would probably surprise the average 
person to learn of the number of National Days that there are in the 
world. I think it can be said that most, perhaps all, countries have their 
National Days. As far as I am aware, even the Vatican has a National 
Day of sorts. It is usually the date on which the reigning Pope began 
his papal ministry. For the United States it is 4 July (Independence 
Day), the day of the declaration of independence from Great Britain in 
1776. In France it is 14 July (Bastille Day), the day on which in 1789 
the French Revolution is considered to have started. In Australia it is 
January 26, Australia Day. It commemorates the arrival of the First 
Fleet at Sydney Cove in 1788, the hoisting of the British flag there, and 
the proclamation of British sovereignty over the eastern seaboard of 
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Australia. Records of celebrations on 26 January date back to 1808, 
with Governor Lachlan Macquarie having held the first official 
celebration of the formation of New South Wales in 1818. Currently, 
because of its date, some Australians see Australia Day as a celebration 
of the destruction of indigenous culture by British colonialism, and for 
this reason other dates have been suggested. Whatever of such 
controversies, it is evident to all that the fatherland and its foundation 
should be celebrated by the citizens of a country. It is comparable to 
the celebration of the birthday of one’s father or mother. All understand 
that despite the vast migration in progress across the world, no migrant 
would prefer as a first choice to leave the fatherland. It is a great 
wrench, even if it has to be made. A person’s roots lie in his country of 
origin and wherever he goes, he bears within himself the culture that 
country. Love for country is self-evidently good and natural and 
universal. For this reason the Church joins the faithful in the 
celebration of National Days and in doing so sanctifies them. They are 
raised to the realm of God and invested with a Christian perspective. 
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So let us consider the National Day with the mind of Christ, for as St 
Paul writes, let this mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus. 

To begin with, God loved the world so much that he sent his 
only begotten Son to save it. God made the world his home. He came 
unto his own, even if many of his own did not receive him. God the 
Son abides with us now. He has made his home among us. Thus for all 
God’s children, God himself is their exemplar of love for one’s home 
and country. Moreover, Yahweh God chose one nation in particular to 
be the love of his choice: Israel. There was a particular part of the 
world which God in a special way called his abode. He dwelt with his 
people there for many centuries. More particularly, he dwelt spiritually 
in the Temple of Jerusalem, and in cleansing the Temple, our Lord 
referred to the Temple as the House of his heavenly Father. Our Lord 
loved his homeland and in particular its religious capital, Jerusalem. 
“ Jerusalem! Jerusalem /” he lamented. “ How often have 1 wished to 
gather you as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings and you would 
not!" His people were destroying themselves by their infidelity. He 
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loved his people and his country and this was part and parcel of his 
observance of the fourth of the Ten Commandments, which is to honour 
one’s father and mother. Christ insisted on this commandment in his 
teaching and ministry. He wants us to love our homeland and to serve 
it as our ongoing responsibility. Now, the important question is, how 
are we to best serve our country? When we set the present stage of 
human history against the broader context of its past, a notable feature 
becomes immediately evident. It is now assumed that faith, religion 
and God are private persuasions and that this world and this life are the 
only public Facts. Hence the things of this life are what a country ought 
to seek. Service of one’s homeland should be understood as the 
promotion of the things which enhance this life alone. The most 
important thing is the economy, or it may be the environment, but 
behind such particular goals which may be very good in themselves the 
supreme value continues to be this world and this life alone. But no. 
As our Lord says in the Gospel above, the key to true and lasting 
prosperity, a prosperity that is eternal, is to seek first God’s kingdom 


and his will. 
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In fact, the Christian knows that the greatest benefit that could 
possibly be brought to a country is the proclamation of the person and 
message of Jesus Christ. He is the Lord of lords and the King of kings. 
All authority in heaven and on earth have been given to him, and in him 
is to be found every heavenly blessing. He is the only way to the 
Father, and he is the only name by which men can be saved. Eternal 
life consists in knowing the Father and him, and this by the power of 
the Holy Spirit. So it is that the greatest service that could possibly be 
made to one’s fatherland is to do all one can to bear witness to the truth 
and grace of Jesus Christ. 
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Day of the Fallen (April 25: ANZAC Day in Australia) 

(Because of ANZAC Day, in Australia the Feast of St Mark is 
transferred to April 26th) ANZAC Day is a national day of 
remembrance in Australia and New Zealand, and is commemorated by 
both countries on 25 April every year to honour members of the 
Australian and New Zealand Army Corps (ANZAC) who fought at 
Gallipoli in Turkey during World War I. It now more broadly 
commemorates all those who died and served in military operations for 
their countries in all wars. Anzac Day is also observed in the Cook 
Islands, Niue, Samoa and Tonga. 

Entrance Antiphon Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord. Let 
them rest from their labours, for their good deeds go with them. 

Collect Almighty everlasting God, who sent your Son to die that we 
might live, grant, we pray, eternal rest, to those who gave themselves in 
service and sacrifice for their country. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
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your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 

Suggested Gospel readings : John 12:23-28 or John 14:23-29 

Jesus answered them, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be 
glorified. Amen, amen, / say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls to the 
ground and dies, it remains just a grain of wheat; but if it dies, it 
produces much fruit. Whoever loves his life loses it, and whoever hates 
his life in this world will preserve it for eternal life. Whoever senses me 
must follow me, and where I am, there also will my servant be. The 
Father will honour whoever serves me. “Iam troubled now. Yet what 
should I say? Father, save me from this hour’? But it was for this 
purpose that I came to this hour. Father, glorify your name. ” Then a 
voice came from heaven, “I have glorified it and will glorify it again. ” 
(John 12:23-28) 

The Grain That Dies In our Gospel passage today our Lord refers to 
a pattern observable throughout nature that sheds light on the direction 
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man should take in living his life. “Amen, amen, I say to you, unless a 
grain of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains just a grain of 
wheat; but if it dies, it produces much fruit. Whoever loves his life loses 
it, and whoever hates his life in this world will presence it for eternal 
life.'" So then, the wheat falls in to the ground “ and dies," and then 
produces much fruit. The death of something is succeeded by life. 
Consider this law of nature more broadly. Observe the vegetable world 
and how plants grow and are consumed and destroyed by other living 
things for their own sustenance. It is their destiny to die in order to 
sustain the life of another. They “die” in order to bear the fruit of life in 
those things that consume them. Some plants are not themselves 
consumed, but the purpose of their life is to produce a fruit that is 
consumed by other beings. By consuming that fruit, those beings live. 
Does not this pattern echo a higher pattern? The non-sentient living 
world seems to reflect a pattern that surpasses it. It reflects in its own 
way a pattern of love. Or again, take the animal kingdom. Everywhere 
one animal preys on another and other animals prey on it. We could 
look on this as a rampant cruelty in the animal kingdom driven by 
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instinct. Alternatively, we could look on this all-pervasive pattern of 
one animal being given up for the sake of another as a dim reflection of 
a higher law of self-sacrificing love. It is a pattern that reflects the 
loving and sacrificial character of the Creator and Author of all. It is his 
imprint on all he has made. It is precisely because of this loss of life for 
the sake of other life that the universe functions and thrives. The 
universe seems to be based on a vague law of being sacrificed. One 
thing dies or ends in order that another thing may flourish. 

Christ is the light of the world, and the pattern of his life 
illumines the life of every man and indeed of the entire universe. Our 
Lord was born into this world in order to give his life for mankind and 
for each of us. He died that we might live forever. He freely and 
obediently embraced his death. By his self-sacrificing consent, his life 
was maliciously taken from him. Though he was in the “form of God”, 
St Paul tells us, he did not hesitate to set his glory aside and become as 
we are, and humbler still, even to dying on a cross. He who was rich 
became poor that we might be rich. In this, Christ revealed that God is 
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love , a love that is self-sacrificing. This then is the key to the universe 
because the God who was revealed in his Son Jesus Christ is the Author 
of the universe. The universe was made to reflect in various ways the 
self-sacrificing love of God, and where there is the opposite of it in sin, 
there we have not the hand of God but the hand of fallen man. As was 
said in one of the parables, an enemy has done this. Christ teaches us 
by his words and example that the way to life is through the sacrificing 
of one’s own life. In the light of Christ we can see more clearly than 
ever that in various ways the very universe reflects this truth. “ Whoever 
loves his life loses it ” our Lord tells us, “and whoever hates his life (i.e., 
for the sake of others) in this world will presence it for eternal life.” 
This teaching invites us to unite ourselves day by day with the person of 
Jesus Christ and to live out in union with him his pattern of self- 
sacrificing love. It is this self-sacrificing gift of oneself for the sake of 
the other that brings us eternal life and life to the world. It also gives 
meaning to the countless persons who have given their greatest 
possession which is their own life for the sake of others. They have 
died in order that others may prosper. Christ teaches us that their 
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sacrifice will bear much fruit. Their death is like that of the seed that 
falls into the ground and dies. It bears fruit. 

Various nations have special days when they officially honour 
those who have fallen in defence of the fatherland. In Australia it is 
ANZAC Day. Let us entrust to the mercy of God the souls of all those 
who have died defending their fatherland. The Christian prays for 
them, and we feel confident in the mercy of God. We can trust that 
their sacrifice not only bore fmit for future generations in their 
homeland, but bore fruit in eternal life for themselves. Let us especially 
resolve to look to Christ as the light of the world, and as the source of 
all true life both here and hereafter. Let us live united to him in his self- 
sacrificing love, and inspired by his example. By this means God will 
be glorified, and we shall gain eternal life. 


Vb*>©<»dv 
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Vocations Sunday (Fourth Sunday of Easter) 

Entrance Antiphon Cf. Ps 33 (32):5-6 The merciful love of the Lord 
fills the earth; by the word of the Lord the heavens were made, alleluia. 

Collect Almighty ever living God, lead us to a share in the joys of 
heaven, so that the humble flock may reach where the brave Shepherd 
has gone before. Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Scripture today : Acts 2:14.36-41; Psalm 22; 

1 Peter 2:20-25; John 10:1-10 

l tell you the truth, the man who does not enter the sheep pen by the 
gate, but climbs in by some other way, is a thief and a robber. The man 
who enters by the gate is the shepherd of his sheep. The watchman 
opens the gate for him, and the sheep listen to his voice. He ccdls his 
own sheep by name and leads them out. When he has brought out cdl 


his own, he goes on ahead of them, and his sheep follow him because 
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they know his voice. But they will never follow a stranger; in fact, they 
will run away from him because they do not recognise a stranger's 
voice. Jesus used this figure of speech, but they did not understand 
what he was telling them. Therefore Jesus scud again, 1 tell you the 
truth, 1 am the gate for the sheep. All who ever came before me were 
thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not listen to them. I am the gate; 
whoever enters through me will be saved. He will come in and go out, 
and find pasture. The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; 1 
have come that they may have life, and have it to the full. (John 10:1- 
10 ) 

Ministerial Priesthood Just before he ascended into heaven our 
Lord said to his disciples that they were to go to the whole world and 
make disciples of all the nations. He would be with them till the end of 
the world. The disciples, the Gospel tells us, went forth preaching 
everywhere, the Lord working with them. The Lord promised to be 
with his Church as her head and shepherd. When the Church acts and 
ministers in Christ’s name, Christ himself acts in them as their Head. 
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As baptized members of the Church, we are members of Christ our high 
priest. We all share in his priesthood in the ordinary sense of being able 
to offer the gift of our daily lives as a sacrifice for ourselves and for the 
world, in union with the sacrifice of Christ made present especially in 
the Eucharist. But there are some who are called from among Christ’s 
faithful to an essentially different kind of share in his priesthood. They 
are the ordained priests, who by virtue of the Sacrament of Holy Orders, 
act in the person of Christ in a way essentially different from that of the 
rest of Christ’s faithful. This was one of the doctrines which most of 
the Protestant bodies denied at the time of the Reformation, and which 
the Catholic Church insisted on in the Council of Trent. Christ acts in 
the ministerial priest in ways that the rest of Christ’s faithful depend on 
for their entire spiritual life. Most obviously, our spiritual life depends 
on the Eucharist, and this is made clear by Christ in the sixth chapter of 
St John’s Gospel. The Catholic Church teaches that the Eucharist is the 
summit and the very source of the Christian life, and the Eucharist can 
only be made present by the ordained priest. Where there is no priest, 
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there can be no Eucharist, and the Eucharist is Christ himself, whole 
and entire, man and God risen from the dead. 

The Gospels give many instances of Christ’s actions. On 
occasion, he was brought into the presence of one who had died, such 
as Lazarus, or the daughter of the synagogue official, or the son of the 
widow of Nain. He raised that person from the dead by his word, and 
life forthwith returned to the dead person. These miraculous actions 
were signs of greater actions to come. The raising from the dead was a 
sign of the granting of divine life by Christ every time a person is 
baptized. It was also a sign of Christ raising from spiritual death the 
person who, in the Sacrament of Penance, confesses mortal sin with 
sorrow and the purpose of amendment. By the power of Holy Orders 
and the priestly character which comes to the priest at his ordination, 
Christ makes of the priest an alter Christus, another Christ. A limited 
and faulty man is made the abode and instrument of Christ and his 
priestly action, for the sake of his body the Church. Christ acts in the 
priest who absolves from sin. He acts in the priest who celebrates 
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Mass, making present his unique sacrifice on the Cross at Calvary. He 
acts in the priest who administers the Sacrament of the Anointing of the 
Sick, and who on occasion confirms by the Sacrament of Confirmation 
one who is already baptized. He acts in the priest who by his ministry 
shepherds the people of God, and by his preaching and guidance leads it 
to heaven. Christ’s greatest action is that in which the priest celebrates 
the Holy Eucharist. By means of it, the faithful are able to unite with 
Jesus Christ in his high priestly offering of himself at Calvary. This is 
the mystery of our Faith, and it is made possible by the divine plan in 
the Eucharist, and only the ordained priest can celebrate the Eucharist. 

So it is that according to Catholic teaching, the whole Church 
depends on the ministry of the priest. And so the spiritually minded 
Catholic, the Catholic who loves and appreciates his Faith, will love 
and appreciate the priesthood. Such a person will shun doing anything 
which will lessen in the minds of others this appreciation. He will pray 
for an abundance of vocations to the priesthood, for this will in turn be 
a source of abundant grace for the Church and the world. Let every 
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Catholic Christian, then, commit himself to a great love for the 
ministerial priesthood. 

“O Jesus, divine Shepherd of the spirit, you have called the Apostles in 
order to make them fishermen of men, you still attract to you burning 
spirits and generous young people, in order to render them your 
followers and ministers to us” (Paul VI, 1st World Day for Vocations) 

-- 
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Sunday for Indigenous Peoples 

(For example, in Australia, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
Sunday, which generally is celebrated on the first Sunday in July) 

The following Gospel reading could perhaps be used: 

Jesus said, Then the King will say to those on his right, 'Come, you who 
are blessed by my Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared 
for you since the creation of the world. For I was hungry and you gave 
me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, 
l was a stranger and you invited me in, / needed clothes and you 
clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison and you 
came to visit me.' Then the righteous will answer him, 'Lord, when did 
we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you something to 
drink? When did we see you a stranger and invite you in, or needing 
clothes and clothe you ? When did we see you sick or in prison and go 
to visit you?' The King will reply, 7 tell you the truth, whatever you did 
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for one of the least of these brothers of mine, you did for me.' (Matthew 
25:34-40) 

Indigenous Peoples During his visit to Australia in 1970, Pope Paul 
VI addressed an Aboriginal congregation in Sydney, in which he 
praised their indigenous culture. Pope John Paul II gave a constant 
example of a Christ-like mind towards indigenous peoples. Wherever 
he went on his apostolic travels, he met indigenous peoples. He met 
native Eskimos, native American Indians, the Australian Aborigines, 
for they represented thousands of years of human thought and life. 
Their venerable culture expressed the soul of their people. Those native 
cultures are usually ly religious, in the sense that religion permeates 
their culture and way of life. Thus they bear witness to the fact that 
man is naturally religious, and that he naturally turns to the supernatural 
for help and for salvation. This is a powerful lesson for modern western 
culture, which is so secular, especially in Australia, Britain, and much 
of Europe. Whatever might be the limited conceptions that indigenous 
societies had of the nature of the supernatural, they understood that all 
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of life depended on the supernatural. This conviction permeated their 
cultures for thousands of years. This represents a wholesome judgment 
on modem secular culture, for we Westerns tend to think that being 
agnostic and even godless is normal and acceptable. In terms of human 
history and the voice of mankind it is an aberration. Indigenous culture 
also reminds us of man’s need for Revelation. As we think of the 
striving of man and his cultures, whether indigenous or advanced, to 
understand his world and the supernatural, we realise that we need the 
light coming from God and his revelation. This revelation comes in 
Christ. He is the way, the truth, and the life, even though there are 
indeed seeds of his revelation scattered throughout human and 
indigenous cultures. 

Christ became man at a particular time in history and within a 
particular culture. In becoming man he became Jewish. But as the 
risen head of the Church he unites himself now with the Church’s 
members and in a certain sense with every man and woman all over the 
world, in all their varying cultures. The Second Vatican Council says 
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that by his Incarnation Christ unites himself with every human being. 
Everyone is his brother. And so, as Pope John Paul II often said, Christ 
is now Indian, Eskimo, and Aboriginal. And whatever we do to the 
least we do to Christ, because of Christ’s union with all. For all these 
reasons and for many more, we ought to have a profound respect for the 
least person, for the least cultural or ethnic group. In a special way, we 
should love with the love and the mind of Christ those who come from 
a stock which has inhabited one’s land for tens of thousands of years. 
The Pope once said in a now famous speech to the Australian 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people, “ you are like a tree 
standing in the middle of a bush-fire sweeping through the timber. The 
leaves are scorched and the tough bark is scarred and burned, but 
inside the sap is flowing, and under the ground the roots are still 
strong. Like that tree you have endured the flames, and you still have 
the power to be reborn’’'’ (Alice Springs). We should all respect, 
encourage and assist in that rebirth. But there is more. The Pope also 
said, speaking to the same indigenous people on the same occasion, 
“Tow are part of Australia and Australia is part of you. And the Church 
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herself in Australia will not be fully the Church Jesus wants her to be 
until you have made your contribution to her life and until that 
contribution has been joyfully received by others.'’’’ On this, as on 
everything, let us bring to bear the mind and heart of Christ. 

In many countries the Church gives one Sunday during the year 
to reflection on the indigenous peoples of the country. Every year in 
Australia, for instance, there is a National Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander Sunday. On such a day Christ’s faithful are invited to grow in 
a Christian appreciation of indigenous people, remembering St Paul’s 
dictum, “ Let this mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus.'’’’ The teaching 
of Christ is clear. Our judgment will depend on how we have treated 
our neighbour, especially the least. “ Whatever you did for one of the 
least of these brothers of mine, you did for me.” (Matthew 25:34-40) 
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Refugee-Migrant Sunday 

(Celebrated in January internationally, in other months nationally - and 

in August in Australia) 

Entrance Antiphon , Collect and Scripture readings of the Sunday on 
which this is observed. A possible Gospel reading may be: 

Jesus said to his disciples, When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and 
cdl the angels with him, he will sit on his throne in heavenly glory. All 
the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate the people 
one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. He 
will put the sheep on his right and the goats on his left. Then the King 
will say to those on his right, 'Come, you who are blessed by my Father; 
take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation 
of the world. For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, 1 
was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and 
you invited me in, / needed clothes and you clothed me, / was sick and 
you looked after me, I was in prison and you came to visit me.' Then 
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the righteous will answer him, 'Lord, when did we see you hungry and 
feed you, or thirsty and give you something to drink? When did we see 
you a stranger and invite you in, or needing clothes and clothe you? 
When did we see you sick or in prison and go to visit you?' The King 
will reply, 7 tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of the least of 
these brothers of mine, you did for me.' Then he will say to those on his 
left, 'Depart from me, you who are cursed, into the eternal fire prepared 
for the devil and his angels. For I was hungry and you gave me nothing 
to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, l was a stranger 
and you did not invite me in, I needed clothes and you did not clothe 
me, I was sick and in prison and you did not look after me.' They also 
will answer, 'Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger 
or needing clothes or sick or in prison, and did not help you?' He will 
reply, 7 tell you the truth, whatever you did not do for one of the least of 
these, you did not do for me.' Then they will go away to eternal 
punishment, but the righteous to eternal life. (Matthew 25:31-46) 
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The Refugee Among the phenomena of the modem world is the 
movement of peoples in a vast migration, a great deal of it forced. 
Many hundreds of thousands flee from persecution and overwhelming 
difficulty in their own homelands. Few would want to leave their 
homeland unless forced to do so by circumstances. As with every 
practical issue, the Christian ought to ask himself, what is the mind of 
Christ towards the migrating person, and especially to the one seeking 
refuge from strife and persecution in his own homeland? What would 
Christ himself do were he receiving the fleeing migrant, and what does 
he teach in relation to this matter? Our Lord teaches us that we are to 
treat the least person, but especially the one who is suffering, just as we 
would treat him. If we knew it was Jesus himself who was arriving as a 
refugee, how would we treat him? Our Lord tells us that at our final 
judgment we shall hear the words, I was hungry and you gave me food, 
I was thirsty and you gave me to drink. Or on the contrary, we may 
hear the words, I was hungry and you never gave me anything to eat. 
And we might find ourselves saying, Lord, when did we see you hungry 
or thirsty, or in prison? And we will hear the reply, whatever you did to 
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the least of these brothers of mine you did to me (Matthew 25). That 
consideration should guide our whole approach to anyone in need, and 
among the neediest in the whole world are the refugees of the world. 
The Popes have continually appealed to countries to do all they can to 
assist refugees. This can be inconvenient and costly, but throughout life 
we are continually being called on to sacrifice our convenience to the 
point of real cost for the sake of those in need. 

Even to stop to help someone with our time and attention is a 
call on our convenience. I was once in a shopping centre and had cause 
to pause from what I was doing. A poor old tramp was walking not far 
from me and I noticed a man who obviously had his own work to do 
stopping to show him some kindness. He talked to him in a genuinely 
interested way. I could not help thinking what a wonderful thing he 
was doing. He was treating that man with real respect, a respect that he 
may have seldom received. We must treat migrants and refugees as 
persons deeply loved by Christ, as children of our common Father in 
heaven, and not simply as a problem. Their arrival constitutes not just a 



2772 


problem but a great opportunity for the flourishing of the moral life of a 
nation. There is much that debases, degrades and undermines the moral 
life of a society, and it is a thing of moment to identify moral initiatives 
that will strengthen a nation’s soul. Think of how pleased God would 
be with a country, and how a nation will be blessed in its moral life by 
God, were it to treat refugees as ones loved by Christ, as people with 
whom Christ identifies. Christ poses the example of the Good 
Samaritan. The man was left half dead by bandits on the roadside, and 
people passed him by, except for that Good Samaritan. When Our Lord 
finished the story, he said, now go and do the same. So many refugees 
are like that person left half-dead by the roadside. The Christian ought 
to be like a beacon, a shining examples of how the refugee, the person 
in difficult straits, is to be treated. Let us regard it as a duty to be well 
informed as to the refugee’s plight and as to the more humane methods 
of helping him. 

Let us try to be truly like Christ to the migrant and refugee. Let 
us remember that our Lord himself was once a refugee, together with 
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Mary and Joseph, fleeing to Egypt from the murderous designs of 
Herod, without documents and without any capacity to prove anything. 
Our Lord and our Lady and St Joseph would heartily identify with the 
refugee. 
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World Mission Sunday (Second-last Sunday of October) 

Entrance Antiphon, Collect and Scripture readings of the Sunday on 
which this is observed. 

Possible texts (from the Mass for the Spread of the Gospel): 

Isaiah 2:1-5; Acts 11:19-26; Matthew 28:16-20 

The eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus had 
told them to go. When they saw him, they worshipped him; but some 
doubted. Then Jesus came to them and said, All authority in heaven 
and on earth has been given to me. Therefore go and make disciples of 
cdl nations, baptising them in the name of the Father and of the Son and 
of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything 1 have 
commanded you. And surely 1 am with you always, to the very end of 
the age. (Matthew 28:16-20) 

The Propagation of the Faith I remember when I was working as a 
missionary priest in Peru, in the small town of Huancarama high up in 
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the Andes mountains, I was sitting in the town plaza. A little Indian 
child was walking nearby chewing some gum. He looked at me, slowly 
walked towards me, stopped in front of me, put his hand into his mouth, 
pulled out the gum he had been chewing, and offered it to me for me to 
eat. He was a little child of about three. That simple action showed the 
affection he and so many had for the priest. They realised that they 
depended on the priest for their spiritual sustenance, for the sacraments 
and for the word of God. The priest brought them to God. Let us often 
think of the mission of the Church — in which all the baptized share — 
which is to bring Christ to all mankind. We have a mission to live in 
union with Christ ourselves, and to bring Christ to the members of our 
own family, to our friends, and to all in our immediate community. 
There are many in each parish who, in a variety of ways, endeavour to 
do this. But we also share in the universal mission of the Church. 
When our Lord was about to ascend into heaven, he said to his 
disciples, Go and make disciples of all die nations, baptising them and 
teaching them to observe cdl that / have commanded you. And behold, I 
shall be with you to the end of the world. By our baptism and 
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confirmation we are called to play whatever part we can in this great 
world-wide undertaking. Pope John Paul II wrote an important 
encyclical on the Church’s mission to all the peoples of the world. In it 
he says that this mission is very far from being completed, and that in 
fact it is only beginning, and we must commit ourselves wholeheartedly 
to its service. He reminds us of the words of St Paul, who wrote, “For 
if I preach the Gospel, that gives me no ground for boasting. Rather, it 
is a duty. Woe to me if I do not preach the Gospel .” 

One of the greatest topics of conversation within the life of the 
Church over the past decades has been the Second Vatican Council and 
its teaching. That Council stressed the Church’s missionary character, 
and pointed out that it has its origin in the mission of the Blessed 
Trinity itself. The Father initiated the divine mission to save the world, 
sending his Son to fulfill it. The Holy Spirit was then sent by both 
Father and Son to bring Christ’s redeeming work to the world, and by 
his power the Father and the Son dwell within us and enable us to live 


in God. The Church shares in this mission to the world, and we are 
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members of the Church. Pope Pius XII decades ago stressed that being 
apostolic and missionary is of the essence of being a good and 
practising Catholic. Let each member of the Church ask himself or 
herself the famous questions St Ignatius asks in his Spiritual Exercises : 
What have I done for Christ? What am I doing for him? What will I do 
for him? The Popes have often pointed out that one’s faith is 
strengthened when it is given to others. This means that if one is 
regularly engaged in doing something designed to bring the faith, the 
Church, and Christ to others, accordingly one’s faith will grow and be 
strengthened. Every parish, and all members of it, should aspire to be 
distinguished by love for Jesus and for a desire to bring Jesus to others 
both in the surrounding community and all over the world. Early in the 
first half of the nineteenth century, a young woman in France, 
Pauline-Marie Jaricot by name, felt the sense of urgency in doing just 
this. So in 1822 in Lyons, France, she began an association, of people 
who would contribute what they could of their modest earnings and 
savings, so as to support the work of the Church and priests in the 
foreign missions. Her association grew and grew, consisting of little 
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yet regular givers, and it eventually became the Pontifical Society for 
the Propagation of the Faith. Contributing to this pontifical society has 
always been an excellent practical way to engage in a world-wide 
missionary effort. One can pray for the foreign missions and make a 
financial contribution also. That financial contribution is then 
administered by the Pope through this body for the support of 
missionary priests and religious and other necessities of the foreign 
missions. 

The pope has written that missionary activity appears to be 
waning. Let it not wane! Let each baptized person, each member of 
Christ’s Church enkindle in himself or herself the flame of the 
apostolate, and do all that is possible to bring Christ to the world. The 
world needs Christ, and Christ yearns for the world. We are his 
instruments, members of his body and sharers in his mission. Ah then! 
Now I begin! 
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